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REPORT BY THE COLONIAL SECRETARY OF THE 
Hua FOR THE YEAR ENDED 38lst MARCH, 
1912. 

(In submitting this Report, I may explain that, although the 
figures dealing with finance are for the year ended 31st March, 
1912 (the financial year of the Colony), the trade and customs 
statistics are for the calendar year ended 31st December, 1911, 
while all other information is brought up as nearly as possible 
to the date of the Report). 


I— FINANCIAL. 

1. The revenue was £85,592, as compared with £84,386 in 
1910-11, an increase of £1, 206, or more by £3,077 than the 
average of the previous five years. 

2. The following are the comparative details : — 














Heads of Revenue. 1910-11. | 1911-12. |Increase./Decrease. 

£ £ £ £ 

1. Customs ... ae ase we | 69,334 71,563 2,229 = 
2. Port Dues, &c. ... * 451 546 95 — 
3. Licences and Internal “Revenue | 8,329 3,116 _— 213 
4, Feesand Reimbursements... 2,784 1,895 _— 889 
5. Post and Telegraph... ove 4,696 4,923 227 _— 
6. Rents BS 245 230 _ 15 
7. Widows and Orphans’ 1 Pensions 99 90 _ 9 
8. Miscellaneous... ove 191 6 _ 185 
9. Interest... ase eee 39 43 4 _— 
10. Electric Light Fund |. oe 38,218 3,180 -- 38 
Totals ... ose a. 84,386 85,592 2,555 1,849 














Nett increase £1,206. 
Note.—The receipts from Crown land are not included in the 
eke 
. The revised estimate of revenue, including electric light, 
was 1s £82, 756, which has been exceeded by £2,836. 
4. The following statement gives the Customs Revenue for 
10 years : — 
Customs Revenue. 


Amount. 
Year. 
1902-3... hae nee on «. 59,416 
1908-4... es oy re .. 59,881 
1904-5... 2 a ae ... 59,066 
1905-6... ty ae Bi ... 64,422 
1906-7... oe oe oe ..- 65,987 
1907-8... by ae WA, .. 75,144 
1908-9... od ne tee -.- 65,509 
1909-10... a one wes ..- 64,023 
1910-11... af ee re .. 69,334 
1911-12... ae ea be «71,563 





Annual average ... 65,434 
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5. The expenditure was £82,676, as against £85,315 in 1910-11, 
or a decrease of £2,639 and less by £3,075 than the average of 
the previous five years. The details are: — 





























Service. 1910-11. | 1911-12. | Increase.|Decrease. 

| £ £ £ £ 

1, Charges Public Debt... oe 6,526 6,534 8 _ 
2. Pensions ... ses oe | 8,955 3,928 _ 27 
3. House of ‘Assembly ase ae 1,587 1,773 186 _ 
4. Legislative Council a aes 292 175 _ 117 
5. Governor and Staff wea tas 1,245 1,245 _ _ 
6. Colonial Secretary ted wee 1,009 "985 _ 24 
7. Receiver-General tes oe 2,831 2,924 93 _ 
8. Judicial ase 7,917 7,852 _ 65 
9. Registrar-General ‘ 515 363 _— 152 
10. Police ote eee 38 as 6,888 7,319 431 = 
11. Fire aie a Ste 542 521 = 21 
12. Civil Engineer nes ak ra 883 652 _ 231 
13, Audit eee ae cee see 474 480 6 _ 
14. Post Office as: ase 12,526 11,141 — 1,385 
15. Telegraph and Telephones ait 1,049 1,016 _ 33 
16. Education a | 6400 6,400 a _ 
17, Public Libraries .. te avs 505 505 _ _ 
18. Port and Marine... on aes 1,987 1,972 —- |! 15 

19, Medical ... ne 593 8,202 517 
20. Charitable Institutions |. as 7,092 _— =a 
21. Prisons... ats es 2,109 2,160 51 _— 
22. Public Works 10,915 9,808 _ 1,107 
23, Miscellaneous... : 2,904 3,343 439 _— 
24, Board of Agriculture ... As 800 335 _ 465 
25. Marine Products Board... ves 300 300 — _— 
26. Electric Light Construction ... 752 300 _ 452 
27. Electric Light Fund... ony 2,719 2,443 _— 276 
Total ... ees ase 85,315 82,676 1,731 | 4,370 
I 





Nett decrease £2,639. 


6. The revised estimate of expenditure was £85,263, on which 
£2,587 has been saved. 

7. The following table gives the revenue and expenditure for 
the ‘past five years :— 





Excess of Revenue (+) 














Year. Revenue. Expenditure. or Expenditure (— 
| 
| £ £ £ 
1907-8 | 89,694 79,790 + 9,904 
1908-9 1 81,862 99,655 — 17,793 
1909-10 77,578 92,858 — 15,280 
1910-11 oa 84,386 85,315 — 929 
1911-12... ai 85,592 82,676 + 2,916 
Average ... me 83,822 86,657 _- 











8. But it should be noted that in the expenditure is included 
a sum of over £16,000 for the installation of electric light in the 
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City of Nassau, a sum which might legitimately have been raised 
by loan. So that the average annual expenditure of the past 
five years, excluding that item, may be put at £83,457. 

Also the expenditure, of course, includes repayment of, and 
interest on, loans, which should be wholly paid off in 14 years’ 


time. 


9. The following table showing the financial progress of the 
Colony for the past 25 years supplies an interesting record. 


Revenue and Expenditure—ist January, 1886, to 31st December, 








1911. 
| Expendi- ! Eixcess oe 
Year ending ; Revenue. P of Remarks. 
i ture. ‘Revenue. Expen- 
} j | diture. 
| — 
£ £ Beh ek 


31st December, 1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
a 1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
" ” 1898 
1899 
4 is 1900 ... 
Fifteen months ended 
31st March, 1902. 
Year ended 31st March— 
1903... es oc8 
1904... 
1905... 
1906... 
1907... 
1908... 
1909... 
1910... 
1911... see eee 
Nine months ended 31st 
December, 1911. 


” ” 





Totals, 26 years 


Nett Excess of Hxpendi- 
ture. 


. | 1,725,125 | 1,726,357°) 66,571 | 67,803 
os 


43,920 | 44,629 |  — 709 | 20°), tariff. 
45,869 | 43,955 | 1,914) — 

45,579 | 44,404 | 1,174 |  — 
46,230 | 48,476; — 

54/826 | 48688 | 6,138 | — 
52,813 | 55,805 | —- 2,992 


59,704 | 60,342} — 638 
53,295 | 47,911} 5,814) — 
47117 | 56,947 | — 9,830 
55,643 | 55,758 | — 115 | 25°, tariff. 
65,126 | 60,135 | 4,991} — 
62,754 | 63,405 | — 651 
74,382 | 64,148 | 10,234 | — 
76,698 | 68.749 | 7.949} — | 20%, tariff. 
78,651 | 92;837|  — 4,186 
97,791 | 105,352)  — 7,561 
72,442 | 74,614)  — 2,172 
71337 | 74,088 | — 2,701 
71112 | 69,825 | 1,287} — 
77,294 | 70.256 | 7,038 | — 
79,059! 71,087 | 7,972) — 
99.694 | 79,790} 9,904] — 
81862 | 99.655 | — | 17,793 
77,578 | 92,858 | — | 15,280 
84,386 | 85,315)  — 929 | 25°), tariff. 


60,034 | 57,378 | 2,656) — 

















a 
1,282 | 1,282 





1 





* Expenditure includes 
come back to revenue. 


over £16,000 Electric Light which should eventually 


In 1894 Public Debt stood at £119,626 ; it is now £55,639, showing repayments 





jn 17 years of £63,987 inc 


uded in above Expenditure column. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


10. The following table shows the excess of assets over liabili- 
ties for the past five years : — 
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£ 
On 31st March, 1908 ... He ... 45,692 
apa gp) MOUS bee va 16,207 
le a AOID oe; i «» 6,597 
ater ¥  POED cc cae .» 10,740 
en go Ore, hi «15,483 
Debt. 


11. The Public Debt, bearing interest at 4 and 44 per cent. was 
originally £113,126, and now stands at £51,568. 

The annual charge on account of interest and sinking fund is 
about £6,580. 

The existing debt should be wholly liquidated by the year 
1926. 


Banks. 


12. The Bank of Nassau, with a paid up capital of £10,000, 
note circulation of £6,500, and deposits in the Colony amounting 
to £66,000, was established in 1888, and is now continuing to do 
business under the Banking Act of 1909. It issues local notes of 
the values of £1 and four shillings. 

The Royal Bank of Canada has also a branch in Nassau. 


Currency. 


18. The current coins are British silver and copper, and a very 
little gold. United States gold and silver certificates are not 
legal tender, but are accepted if of $5 and upwards at the same 
rate as United States gold; if below $5 at the rate of four 
shillings to the dollar. 


Estimates Isr Avrizt, 1912—31sr Marcu, 1918. 


14. The estimate of revenue for 1912-1913, including electric 
light, is put at £89,106, and the estimate of expenditure may 
be put at £87,000. 

15. The House of Assembly did not find it possible during the 
Session just closed to reduce the high ad valorem duty of 25 per 
cent. The question will no doubt come up for consideration next 
Session. 

16. In paragraph 17 of my Report for 1910-11, I adverted to 
the inexpediency of reducing Public Works Appropriations, 
particularly in view of the departure during recent years of a 
large number of the agricultural population to Florida in search 
of work. I am glad to say that, in the Appropriation Act of this 
year, the House have apparently recognised the justice of this 
plea, and, although they have reduced the proposed Appropria- 
tions to the capital Island of New Providence by some £1,363, 
the amount voted to the out-islands remains at the comparatively 
respectable figure of over £6,000. 

17. On the whole the finances of the Colony cannot be con- 
sidered as unsatisfactory, but it should be noted that the Legis- 
lature have never yet provided for the proverbial “ rainy day ” 
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by forming an Emergency Reserve Fund to be available for 
expenditure in connection with hurricanes or other unforeseen 
disaster. 





II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


Imports. 


18. The imports during the year ended 3ist December, 1911, 
were valued at £311,095 (including £2,369 specie) as against 
£329,014 in 1910. 

19. The following table shows whence they came, but inasmuch 
as certificates of origin are not required in this Colony, these 
figures are not wholly to be relied upon. There is no direct 
communication with the United Kingdom, and consequently 
many goods really imported from that country are classified as 
if imported from the United States, where they are transhipped. 
It is only when merchants specially enter their goods as having 
been imported from the United Kingdom that they are so 
classified : — 


Country. Value, 1910. Value, 1911. 
£ £ 

United States of America ... 220,621 203,550 
United Kingdom ort om 81,266 82,360 
Canada Ena ae is 12,728 13,109 
British West Indies ... cee 6,250 6,178 
Foreign countries. other than 

America ee vee ae 8,149 5,898 


£329,014 £311,095 


20. Classified under the headings adopted by the Board of 
Trade the imports were as follows : — 





Other 


America. England. Countries. 


Total. 





Headings. 7 
] : 
1910, | 1911. | 1910.) 1911.} 1910.]} 191J.| 1916, | 1911. 





& £ & £& & & & 
1, Live Animals, Food, |139,077 |114,659 |38,304 |38,695 |21,350 |19,819 198,731 | 173,173 
Drink, and Nar- 


cotics. 
2. Raw Materials ...| 7,933) 7,679) — — | 2,255) 243] 10,188} 7,922 
3. Manufactured { 
Materials— | 
Textile... a+» | 19,543] 25,256 |31,109 |32,551 | 1,630] 1,338 52,282) 59,145 
Metal ... + | 18,291] 19,067] 3,296} 3,151] — — | 21,587] 22,218 
Other ... «+ | 35,777 | 36,300 | 8,557) 7,963) 1,892} 2,005 | 46,226} 46,268 
4. Coin... ae ote - 589) — _ — | 1,780! — 2,369 


| | e ! ae 
Totals ... see {220,621 [203,550 [81,266 |82,360 |27,127 |25,1865 |329,014 | 311,095 
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Exports. 


21. The exports were valued at £209,251 (no specie), as against 
£193,803 (including specie £3,121) in 1910. £207,238 repre- 
sented the produce of the Colony, as against £188,286 in the 
previous year. 

22. The following table gives the quantities and values of the 
articles of Colonial produce exported. 

















] 
1910. | 1911. 
Articles. 7 
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity.; Value. 
£ £ 
Cotton... ned w. Ibs. 6,472 206 13,135 361 
Fruit and Vegetables— 
Cocoanuts * 500 1 Nil Nil 
Grape Fruit 244,250 846 | 309,194 1,027 
Oranges Ants 42,130 68 15,400 20 
Pineapples, fres 8,000 500 3,000 150 
" preserve 43,041 9,219 29,532 5,970 
Tomatoes oe 5,446 1,064 6,301 1,147 
Other ... one ed _ 420 _— 862 
Lumber, &c.— 
Bark... vss we Ibs. 147,138 2,236 | 211,094 2,072 
Hardwood eee +. Tons 385 909 333 530 
Lumber... see ae Feet | 3,957,148 11,871 | 8,190,873 31,496 
Salt am a «+ Bshls.} + 11,150 96 19,334 180 
Shells, conch oH té0 NO. 499,357 1,794 | 303,105 1,028 
»_ turtle Ses ae Tbs. 4,528 4,661 5,251 5,377 
Sisal a wee see gy | 6,296,687 42,057 | 6,672,780 44,855 
Sponge .. oa vee yy | 1,465,960 | 110,740 | 1,509,543 | 111,381 
Other Articles... ow _ 1,598 - 782 
Total values ... 0... _ 188,286 — 207,238 

















23. Classified under the headings adopted by the Board of 
Trade the exports were :— 








Value 
Heading. £ a 
1. Live, animals, food, drink, and 
narcotics... eh es _ 9,551 
2. Raw materials— 
Textile ih ata .. 158,669 
Other ie ne s» 39,083 
197,752 
3. Manufactured material— 
Textile 5a 30 ea 16 
Metal ae we ue 230 
Other he ae See 1,612 
1,948 
4. Specie ... ae sod on — — 


Total ... re 209,251 
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24. Colonial produce was exported to the following 
countries : — 


Value 

1910. 1911. 

Country. & £ 
United States of America ea 98,076 98,975 
United Kingdom ... oo Be, 24,064 29,349 
Canada... oe oe ees 1,686 2,994 

British West Indies oe whe 94 — 

Foreign countries other than 

America ae 64,416 75,920 
Total ee .. £188,286 207,238 


25. A comparative return of the imports and exports for the 
past five years is subjoined, excluding specie. 


























Year. Imports. Exports. Totals. 
£ £ £ 
1907... ane aes ae 367,750 230,303 598,053 
1908. ue eee | 867,126 177,182 544,308 
1909. nee aus oes 342,758 168,692 511,450 
1910... ose a ol 329,014 190,682 519,696 
1911 ee | 308,726 209,951 517,977 
Total . as | 1,715,874 976,110 | 2,691,484 

= | 
Average of 5 years ae 343,075 195,222 538,307 

MaANvFACTORIES. 


26. Pine-apple Canning factories—The export of tinned pine- 
apples was, during the last four years : — 


£ 
In 1908, 59,839 cases valued at 10,997 
», 1909, 46,639 ,, fy 8,999 
. x, 1910, 48,041 ,, Bs 9,219 
pe ADEA 20 Bae) 4 i 5,970 


There is one factory at Nassau operated by an American 
Company and one at Governor’s Harbour, Eleuthera. 

Prices paid by the factories are law and deterioration of stock 
and want of expert knowledge as to suitable fertilisers account 
for the falling off in this industry. 

27. Sisal factories—There are six sisal factories in New 
Providence, the J. S. Johnson Company have three factories and 
cultivate some 1,100 acres with an output in 1911 of about 
380,000 Ibs. 

The Bahamas Fibre and Produce Company have three factories, 
and cultivate some 1,400 acres with an output in 1911 of about 
80,000 Ibs. 

The Sisal Fibre Company Estate at Little Abaco was not 
worked in 1911, but operations are about to be resumed. 
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At Whale Cay, Berry Islands, there is one Factory; 250 acres 
are planted with an output in 1911 of 60,000 lbs. 

28.—Lumber mills—At the Bahamas Timber Company’s 
works at Abaco (an American concern), 12,757,986 feet were 
milled, of which 11,491,131 went to Cuba. Over 1,000 tons of 
ice were also manufactured. 





AGRICULTURE, Fruit Cuiture, &c. 


29. Sisal—The mainstay of the Colony in spite of the low 
prices prevailing—a little over a 1d. a lb. 
£ 
Exports in 1909, 5,846,447 lbs., value 48,805 
. », 1910, 6,290,686 ,, > 42,057 


entirely to the United States. 

30. I have often drawn attention to the necessity of legislating 
for a Government inspection of sisal as well as other products 
exported. Immature leaves are cut and the fibre is badly cleaned 
by the peasant proprietors. The situation is well put in the 
subjoined extract from a report by the Commissioner of Long 
Island :— 

“ Sisal, after all, is the most important plant. It is cultivated 
“more extensively than any or all of the above named, and gives 
“better and surer results. It suffers less from drought or neglect 
“and can be reaped at will. 

“Yet the most thriftless and wasteful cannot cut, clean, sell, 
“and squander away his entire crop ina day. The people of this 
‘“ district have realised its value and are daily extending their 
“ cultivations. The fibre is pronounced good and obtains a ready 
“sale at a fairly good price sometimes. Yet nothing is being 
“done to foster the industry or enhance its value. It rather 
“seems as though all concerned have made up to do all in their 
“power to depreciate its value. They cut the leaf before it is 
“ripe, allow it to lie in the sun for days until the fibre is dis- 
“ coloured, they soak it in all sorts of dirty pools, they only half 
“clean it, then when half dried they bundle it together and 
“present to the buyer who packs and exports it to foreign 
“markets. They contrive to get rid of it, and so things go on. 
“The properly matured and cleaned fibre presents an altogether 
“ different appearance and would certainly attract attention and 
“tend to an advance of price. 

“T persuaded the people here into exercising more care and 
“attention on this industry in the hope that their efforts would 
“receive encouragement from the buyers, who, I hoped, would 
“see what could be done and would be done if a difference was 
“made in the price of good and bad stuff. Numbers united and 
‘resolved to put none but carefully-prepared fibre on the market 
“and for a few months it gave one pleasure to see them vieing 
“with each other in the handling of the leaf from the tree to the 
““buyer’s counter. Two or three cargoes resembling very nearly 
“* the machine-cleaned stuff were sent to Nassau and sold but no 
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“difference was made in prices. Outsiders jeered saying that 
‘they got just as much for the ordinary rubbish as was paid for 
“what so much care was bestowed upon. Results—the good 
“work discontinued, the old methods returned to, and hand- 
*‘ cleaned sisal is daily becoming worse. The public ought not to 
“be allowed to ruin so valuable an industry. The Government 
*“ought to put on restrictions ere it becomes too late. There is no 
** other way of saving the industry and we cannot afford to lose it.” 

31. Pine-apples—This cultivation is in a most unsatisfactory 
condition. As shown in paragraph 26, the export of the canned 
variety has enormously decreased. The export of the fresh 
fruit has almost entirely ceased, although a prominent buyer is 
now trying the experiment of shipping a cargo to the United 
States. The importation of new stock, a chemical analysis of 
the soil, and expert advice as to suitable fertilizers are urgently 
needed, and it is to be hoped the Legislature will take this matter 
seriously in hand next session, especially as there is now no 
Board of Agriculture in the Colony. 

82. Grape fruit—s09,194 fruit were exported valued at 
£1,027, as against 244,250 valued at £846 in 1911, which is con- 
siderably below the average of the past five years. 

33. Oranges——The export was only 15,400 valued at £20 as 
against 42,130 valued at £68 in 1911. In 1907 the export was 
over a million and a half fruit valued at £3,000. 

The Canadian Company, which up to recently did business in 
both oranges and grape fruit, no longer operates. It is to be 
hoped that in the near future this Colony may have improved 
communications with Canada and that with the opening of a 
market there these important cultivations may be revived. 

34. Cotton.—Our experience in planting Sea Island cotton has 
not so far been satisfactory. Want of rain, or rain at the wrong 
time, destructive pests, and the want of cheap ginning facilities 
have militated against success. 


FISHERIES. 


35. I append extracts from the Report of the Chairman of the 
Marine Products Board. 


“The sales of sponge on the Exchange at Nassau for the 
year showed £7,398 less than the preceding year. 

“The sales for 1911 were £71,703, and for 1910, £79,101. 
This decrease is partly attributable to the lessening quantity 
of wool sponge brought to market from the ‘‘ Mud ”’ spong- 
ing ground. Wool and velvet sponges are always sold 
together, and when the proportion of wool (the most valuable 
variety) decreases in proportion to velvet the cargoes sell 
correspondingly lower. For many years the proportion of 
these two classes of sponge have been averaging one-quarter 
wool and three-quarters velvet—the present proportion being 
about one-fifth wool and four-fifths velvet. 

“The Board is unable to account for this shrinkage in 
the supply of wool, neither can the fishermen give any 
satisfactory reason, though it is the opinion of some of them 
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that the velvet are more prolific than wool; whether this is 
true or not, the fact remains that the wool sponge from the 
“Mud” is slowly and surely decreasing in quantity. 

“Without the aid of scientific research the Board cannot 
account for this and for other problems connected with the 
sponging industry, and the Board would again urge the 
Legislature* to secure the services of a biologist whose 
advice is greatly needed for the preservation of our valuable 
marine products. 

“The area of water of Governor's Harbour, Eleuthera, in 
which the Board is experimenting by strewing the bottom 
with wattles and conch shells in the hope that the sponge 
seeds may adhere and grow on them, has not been examined. 
Mr. Commissioner Farrington reports that owing to the 
depth of water in which the material was placed, he has 
been unable to obtain the services of a diver, but as soon 
as he can, a thorough report will be made. He has brought 
o the Board a piece of button wood on one end of which a 
fine sheep’s wool sponge measuring 224 inches in circum- 
erence has grown, and on the other end, two embryo sponges 
are attached. This piece of wood does not appear to have 
suffered from its probably long immersion, and there is an 
abundance of it in most of the islands in our group. How 
ong it has taken this sponge to attain to this size the Board 
is unable to say, but it trusts that when an examination of 
the enclosure at Governor’s Harbour is made, it will be 
able to form some definite opinion of the length of time it 
akes for sponges to grow to marketable sizes on the 
Eleutherian sponging grounds. 

“The closing of large areas of water to fishing is expen- 
sive, as it is necessary to maintain watchmen with boats to 
protect them, and it is only by the strictest economy that the 
Board is able to do as much as it has done with the limited 
grant (£300 per annum) it has at its disposal. ~ 





Turtle Fishery. 


“This fishery is not so prosperous as it has been in years 
past, owing to the capture three years ago of many of our 
vessels by the Cuban authorities, and the heavy penalties 
imposed by them, who alleged that they were found fishing 
within the territorial waters of their island, notwithstanding 
the protests of the masters of the turtling vessels that they 
were beyond the limit of Cuban waters. Owners of vessels 
are reluctant to fit them out for fishing on the high seas since 
this occurrence.” 


Land Grants. 


36. 299 acres of Crown land were granted during 1911 leaving 
an approximate total of 365,203 acres granted and 2,434,957 
ungranted. 





* Note by Colonial Secretary. The House of Assembly have, however, again 
not fonnd it possible to grant the necessary funds. 
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Squatting is still common and many holdings remain unsur. 
veyed for want of staff. 
37. Shipping. 
Sailing Vessels. Steam Vessels, 
E i 5 E d. a ‘ 
Nationality. Entered. Cleared. ntere: Cleared. 
3 3 Ei 4 
: 3 g a ; i! 
> Ba [F a eS a > a 
~ aor 
British ese ss |188| 18,807 |175| 18,103 | 69] 55,704 | 70} 56,801 
American... we | 12) 5,318 | 11} 5,311 | 98) 237,767 | 96 | 226,590 
Haytian oe | 5 140} 7 220 | — _ _— — 
German as soe | — _ — | 205 | 553,997 | 205 | 555,125 
Cuban BAe eA ees eel 2| 4537} 2| 4/537 
Totals a» | 205] 24,265 | 193] 23,634 | 374 | 852,095 | 373 | 840.053 
Totals, 1910... | 185] 17,156 | 177| 16,530 | 366 | 842,702 | 367 | 845,952 
u 1 




















38. The number of sailing vessels built in the Colony during 


the past five years was— 
Number. Tonnage. 


Year. 

1907 aed ie ee 11 190 

1908 oe ste coe 8 491* 
1909 Se os! ae 9 133 

1910 ee a wed 9 336 

1911 38 26s ote 10 179 





III.—LEGISLATION. 


39. In Chapter III. of my Report for 1910-11 I briefly outlined 
the effect of the legislation of the Session of 1911. 

40. I now append extracts from the Report of the Honorary 
Secretary of the Bar Association, Mr. Harcourt Malcolm, on the 
more important of the measures : — 

“1 and 2 Geo. V. 
“ Chapter 1.—Tariff. 


“The Tariff Amendment Act, 1911, substitutes four new 
Schedules for the four Schedules to the Tariff Act, 1908. 
Considerable changes were made in the First Schedule— 
Duties on Imports—both by the increase in amount of the 
specific duties and by the transfer to this Schedule of many 
articles from the Duty Free Schedule. The Act also increases 





* One of these was a schooner of 320 tons. 
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the ad valorem duty from 20 per cent. to 25 per cent.; 
imposes a surtax of 10 per cent. on the duties on spirits, &c., 
and also repeals the rebate of 10 per cent. on spirits, &c., 
imported in the wood. The Act was given a retrospective 
effect as from the 28th of March, 1911. 


“Chapter 6.—Stamp Duties. 


“The Stamp Act, 1911, is the consolidation and expansion 
in modern form of four other Acts dealing with this subject. 
The most important discretionary powers given to the execu- 
tive are (1) to direct fees of Courts or Offices to be paid in 
stamps instead of in money, and (2) to direct the use of im- 
pressed or adhesive stamps. While, with the exception of 
bonds, no important increase is made in the amount of the 
duties, the list of documents liable to the duty is considerably 
added to. 





“Chapter 7.— Medical Officers. 

“The Medical Department Act, 1911, provided for the 
reorganization of the Medical Department of the Colony. 
The most important change is the creation of the office of 
Chief Medical Officer and the substitution of a Colonial Sur- 
geon for the Assistant Surgeon. The Act consolidates nine 
Acts and parts of Acts, including all Acts dealing with The 
Bahamas General Hospital and out-island medical officers. 


‘*Chapter 9.—Sponge Fisheries. 


“This Act prohibits aliens from sponging in the waters of 
the Colony. In view of legislation in connection with the 
Australian and Ceylon pear! fisheries, and also of the recent 
Russian Bill regulating the White Sea fisheries, this Act 
would appear to be justifiable on other grounds than the plea 
that it is but an extension of the principle accepted in 
the Bahamas Act, 4 Edw. 7, c. 18, repealing 2 Edw. 7, c. 5.” 

““ Amongst Bills lost or not proceeded with were measures 
relating to Degrees of Consanguinity, Registration of Births 
and Deaths, Real Property Tax, Water Supply for Nassau, 
Loans, and Magisterial Reorganization.” 





41. The experiment of convening the Assembly in the autumn 
instead of the winter was tried last session with the object of 
releasing members from their labour before the approach of the 
hot season, and was so far satisfactory that the Governor was able 
to prorogue the Legislature just prior to his departure on leave on 
the 25th May, 1912. 

42. The most important of the Bills passed were :— 


2&3 Geo. V. 


Chapter 5.—To relieve the Imperial Public Trustee from 
the giving of bonds in Probate matters. 

Chapter 8.—For the better Regulation and Control of 
Cinematograph and similar Exhibitions. 

Chapter 10.—To consolidate and amend the law relating 
to promissory and other oaths, and to prescribe the mode in 
which such oaths may be administered. 
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Chapter 12.—To amend the Supreme Court Act, 1896, in 
reference to appeals to His Majesty in Council where the 
amount sought to be recovered on the value of the property 
in dispute is of the amount of £300 or upwards. 

Chapter 15.—To amend the law for the Encouragement of 
Manufactories. This empowers the Governor in Council to 
allow any foreign, agricultural, or marine product to be 
manufactured and packed in a factory registered for the 
manufacture for sale or export of any agricultural product 
of the Colony. It was designed to permit of a local factory 
importing pineapples from Cuba for canning and export on 
account of the alleged scarcity of the local crop. 

43. The Births and Deaths Registration Bill again failed to 
become law, but will be re-introduced next session. 

44, The Lepers Bill was amended to a considerable extent by 
the House and was returned to that Chamber by the Legislative 
Council with further amendments—apparently not acceptable to. 
the House—which did not proceed with the measure. A Bill 
dealing with this important subject will again be brought before 
the Legislature. 

45. A Bill improving the mode of Assessment and Collection 
of the House Property Tax, having also the object of providing 
a Water Fund as well as the existing Lighting Fund, was thrown 
out. This Bill was introduced by a private member and was in a 
form which the Government would have been prepared to accept. 

46. Unfortunately, also, a Bill to amend the Jury Act did not 
find favour. 

47. The Bill which was not proceeded with at the session of 
1911 for abolishing one of the two stipendiary and circuit magis- 
trates, and consequently re-arranging certain offices, came up 
again for consideration, but was not passed into law, pending, it is 
understood, the preparation of a scheme for bringing the Regis- 
tries of the Supreme Court and of the Record Office under one 
roof, which involves certain other questions affecting office accom- 
modation, and necessitates expenditure thereon. 

48. A very useful Bill to permit of Commissioners remaining 
for five years instead of three in any one district was thrown out. 
In the opinion of the Government three yeais is not a sufficiently 
long time to enable a Commissioner to get a grasp of his district, 
and the expenditure involved in these frequent transfers is 
wasteful. 

49. The desirability of initiating legislation on modern lines 
with regard to wrecks, was again pressed upon the House, which, 
however, declined to pass a favourable resolution. 

50. The House passed a resolution recommending that tenders 
be invited for blowing up the bar and deepening the harbour at 
Nassau, &c., and agreeing to the raising of a loan of £100,000 
should a suitable tender be received. (See paragraphs 103, 
et seq.) 

51. The House have also appropriated out of the Cable Repair: 
Fund a sum of £2,000 to enable, if possible, a wireless station to 
pe established at Nassau capable of operation within a radius of 
400 miles. (See paragraph 90.) 
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52. The following table gives statistics of the primary schools. 
They do not include private and denominational schools : — 














Board Schools. Grant-in-Aid Schcols. Totals. 

Tg Wegtess ors elation fe a 
Year. | o |38| . om jag! | ja jag 
it a Pt 5 
Blog) fa) SS) 8) gl fae) SS Bl wl fa | SS 
gs) S| 28)/88/8) B) os) ssi 8) B ce} as 
Bs] a} erm | SS] 5) si) em) ee) Bs] Bi em) es 

| a 4a | 4) aw] 4 <q 4, & 4 <4 











1909...) 45 |7,091 le, 067. | 4,786 j16 1,330 | 1,285 | 834 
1910...} 46 |7, "566 | 6,407 5 113 | 18)1,550| 1,420 | 906 
1911...| 4817, "7173 | 6,584 5, 351 | | 19 11,674 | 1,492 | 996 











61 18,421 | 7,352 | 5,620 
64 |9,116 | 7,827 | 6,019 


67 |9,447 | 8,076 | 6,347 





53. The teaching staff employed by the Board of Education was 


as follows : — 














| | 
a + 1909. | 1910, | 1911. 

Principal teachers... a9 oa ave 45° | 47 | 50 
Assistant teachers... See tes es 10 | 13 ' 13 
Pupil teachers... eae ot cee bes 3 7 } 7 
Monitors ae aoe aes ae ws 138 153 159 
Sewing teachers aos aoa vee Si 13 il 11 
Industrial teacher... $8 nes ah 1 1 1 
Students in training ... aoe as 5 4 i 4 
Employed in aided schools ... one wee V7 23 | 23 

Motalh, tcc cass Gace» Gerkill” 282 259° | «268 








54. The total numbers receiving primary education are given in 


the following table: — 


























1909. 1910. 1911. 

ae oer ee a#| 4|a4 

bl al 8 é | By) 3 eae es 

a|o| 6 (o6| ea | al oles 
Board schools... (3,161 |2,906| 4,786 |s.400 b, oo7| 6,407 (3,417 |3,167| 6,584 
Aided private schools | 677} 610] 1,285 736 684] 1,420} 779} 713} 1,492 
Church of England 786| 901] 1,657| 853} 995) 1,848) 750| 875) 1,625 
Roman Catholic ... | 240) 326} 566) 203} 299; 502] 220) 311 531 
Private schools... | 148} 199) 347) 110} 180, 290; 87) 135 222 

Wesleyan schools ... | 41) 43 84} 16) 37 5B} —| —]| — 
Total ... oo jPol43 5,062 |10,205 |5,318 [5,202 !10,520 [5,253 |5,201 | 10,454 











55. In addition to the schools under the control of the Board, 
there were 33 maintained by the Church of England, six of which 
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were in New Providence. Average roll 1,625, and average atten- 
dance 925. 

56. There were also four Roman Catholic schools, total roll 531, 
and 11 private schools, roll 222. 

57. By an Act passed in 1908, the annual vote to the Board of 
Education was raised to £6,000 and the school age from 13 to 
14 years. 

58. There is still, unfortunately, no State provision for 
secondary education. 

59. Private organisations connected with religious bodies pro- 
vided higher instructions as follows : — 





| 
- Number | Number 
Name of School. of Boys. | of Girls, Total. 














Queen’s College and Preparatory School 46 38 84 
Nassau Grammar School... = 17 _ 17 
St. Francis Xavier's Academy 12 28 40 
Governor’s Harbour (Eleuthera) 9 8 17 
Wilson City (Abaco) ae 4 5 9 

Total see ae one 88 79 167 











60. It is a matter for serious consideration whether the primary 
education given in the Board Schools should not be restricted to 
the three R’s., and more attention paid te industrial, agricultural, 
and technical instruction; but it is difficult to see how much can 
be done in this direction in view of the limited grant, the large 
number of teachers—mostly poorly paid—to be provided, and the. 
widely-scattered nature of the Colony. 








V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Hospirau. 


61. The Bahamas General Hospital, formerly known as the 
New Providence Asylum and now as “‘the Hospital,’’ was esta- 
blished in 1809 as a poor-house and hospital for the poor and 
infirm of the island. Since then the institution has grown steadily, 
and its functions have been extended in many directions. In 1845 
it was placed under a Board of Commissioners appointed by the 
Governor, and now comprises the hospital proper, the infirmary, 
dispensary, the lunatic asylum, and the leper compound. 

62. The number of inmates on Ist January, 1911, was: — 














— Males. Females. | Total. 
Alexandra Hospital ... st a 29 15 44 
Victoria Infirmary ... we aa 21 13 34 
Lunatic Asylum... ase ane 20 22 42 
Leper Asylum... 9 we oes on 6 2 8 





otal a. aes. oes 76 52 | 128 
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Six hundred and forty-seven patients were admitted during the 
year, making the total number under treatment 775, of whom 273 
were discharged recovered, 106 relieved, 84 discharged not im- 
proved, and 102 died. Every year many cases are received in @ 
hopeless—often moribund—condition. 

63. At the close of the year 129 remained, distributed as 
follows :— 











— | Males. Females. | Total. 

Alexandra Hospital 00 4. es 24 25 49 
Victoria Infirmary ... es ase 26 14 40 
Lunatic Asylum wee one es 18 | 18 36 
Leper Asylum... sas. oes see 3 | 1 “4 
| 58 129 


Total ... one ant UW 





The Assistant Surgeon visited 430 cases at their homes on 
certificate from the Relieving Officer. 

64. It is probable that the accommodation for lepers will, in the 
near future, have to be enlarged and improved, in view of the 
compulsory segregation of lepers, which is under consideration. 

65. The institution also maintains a Cottage Hospital at Inagua, 
the cost of which in 1911-12, exclusive of the salary of the Public 
Physician and of outdoor relief, was £253. 


Savines Bank. 


66. The number of depositors in the Post Office Savings Bank 
on the 30th June, 1911 (the end of the Savings Bank year), was 
2,108; on 30th June, 1910, 2,186. 

67. The deposits and withdrawals were as follows :— 





Deposits. | Withdrawals. 


Year ended 30th June. = : BI apace 


Number. Amount. | Number. | Amount, 











| £ £ 
1909), ais nike can eX) 8iSTT |) 039,778 3.098 | 13,463 
1910. ease vee | 9B | 878 92,632 8,921: 
Wit oo. oD] zea | 6,978 23357 93325, 








68. This is the third time that the withdrawals have exceeded 
the deposits. This does not necessarily imply a decrease of thrift 
on the part of the people, but may be ascribed to the fact that the 
local banks now offer better terms to depositors than does the 
Government. : 

69. The balance due to depositors-on 30th June, 1911, was 
£25,498, as against £27,248 in 1910. 

70. During the year 1910 branches of the bank were established 
in all the out-islands, having previously been in operation in only 
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three or four of them. But the transactions so far have been 
small, as the people seem to prefer dealing direct with the office 
at Nassau. In 1910-11 there were 260 deposits, amounting to 
£814, and 100 withdrawals amounting to £327 at 18 offices out 
of 19. 





VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Porice. 

71. The strength of the force on Ist January, 1912, was 80. 
Four men were discharged and six were. enlisted (all local men) 
during 1911. 

72.Under an Act of 1911 a number of men are permitted to 
extend their service beyond 21 years, which will undoubtedly tend 
to the efficiency of the force, besides reducing its cost. 


Prisons. 


73. The number of persons committed to the Nassau Prison was 
198, as against 189 in 1910. Of these, 119 were men, 60 women, 
and 19 juveniles. The daily average number in prison was 61°82, 
as against 54°31 in the previous year. 

. 74. Two hundred and twenty-six punishments were inflicted, 
against 169 in 1910, but they were not serious, and flogging was 
not resorted to. 

75. Tailoring, carpentering, bread-making, and the making 
of concrete poles for the electrical and telephonic services, are 
carried on in the prison. 


CriminaL STATISTICS. 


76. Comparative table showing the number of offences, appre- 
hensions, convictions, and acquittals for the last four years :— 


== 1908. | 1909. | 1910. | i911. 








The number of persons brought before | 2,562 2,725 2,799 2,522 
the magistrates, 
The number of summary convictions :— 
1. Offences against property with 
violence to the person. 
2. Other offences against property ... 182 117 156 175 
3. Other offences against the person ... 250 241 222 268 
4. Other offences. | 1,444 | 1,475 | 1,701 | 1,475 
The number of convictions in the 
Superior Courts :— 
1. Homicide... — | 1 
2. Offences against property with vio. 
lence not amounting to homicide. 


} 
| 
| 
| 


— 
_ 








3. Other offences against property ... 20 ll 17 3 
4. Other offences against the person ... 2 2 4 6 
5. Other offences 3 6 3 13 


The number of persons acquitted : i 
1, In the Inferior Courts eee ase 426 493 438 422 
2. In the Superior Courts... woe 8 6 5 il 
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77. The most serious case was that of a murder effected by 
administering the poison ‘‘ Rough on Rats,’’ for which the offender 


suffered the extreme penalty. 





VII._VITAL STATISTICS. 


78.—The births in 1911 numbered 1,905, as against 2,129 in 
1910. The deaths were 1,215, as against 1,457 in 1910. 


Birth rate 3-4 per cent. 
Death rate 2°1 per cent. 


79. No death certificates are required. 


80. The population ascertained by the Census of 2nd April, 
55,944 


1911, was oH 
Births, 2nd April—31st De- 
cember, 1911 ee .. 1,862 
Deaths, 2nd April—3l1st De- 
cember, 1911 a 867 


Add excess of births ... 


Deduct excess of emigrants over immigrants— 


Ist April—31st December, 1911 


Estimated population Ist January, 1912... 


595 





56,539 


467 





56,072 





81. The general health of the Colony was good, except for a 
few sporadic cases of typhoid fever; but recently there has been 
a mild, though wide-spread, epidemic of measles. 


MerrorotocicaL STarisvics. 




















82. The following are the meteorological data for the past six 
years :— 
ee 

Temperature. Means of. | Extremes of. 
[——— —| 
| | i og : . 
Year. g | g | EI g = 
Beck an {|MeBee ee eB eg & 
& & g g a ae) | a 
a aa & 3 & 3 A=} a 
© 9 a a = = a a1 
Inches. 
1906 bee wee | 76°7 | 79°2 | 77-9 | 81°8 | 70°9 | 91:0 | 55-0 | 59-60 
1907 awe «| 77°9 | 79°7 | 78°8 | 82-4 | 71-5 | 91-5 | 62-0 | 39-39 
1908 ae oe | 77°6 | 79°8 | 78°6 | 82°6 | 71-7 | 93-0 | 57-0 | 69-057 
1909 ave ws | 76°5 | 79°5 | 78-0 | 81°5 | 71°7 |-90-0 | 54-5 | 43-48 
1910 ee we | 76°4 | 79°4 | 77-0 | 80°9 | 72°3 | 90-5 | 58-5 | 25-71 
1911 we we | 77°5 | 80°1 | 78-8 | 81-7 | 72-1 | 90-0 | 61-0 | 40-15 

Average for six | 77:1 | 79-6 | 78-2 | 81-8 | 71-5 | 92°5 | 58-0 | 46:23 

years. ‘ 




















* Hurricane year. 
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VIII._POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH. 


83. The postal revenue for 1911-12 was £3,952, as compared 
with £3,782 the previous year. The expenditure was £648, as 
against £523, not including the annual foreign and interinsular 
mail services amounting to some £10,000 a year. 

Sales of stamps realised £2,832, as against £2,357 in 1910-11. 

84. The total number of postal packets received and despatched 
was 791,238, or 27,860 more than in the previous year. Details 
are subjoined :— 








Received. Despatched. 
. 4 3 3 $ 
3 g $ g 
= at s B a at 2 & 
ba] a g k=} a 5 
a = 8 2 a & Ss 
= 3 4 }a z Si a 





Letters, Foreign 
Postcards ,, = 
Letters, Interinsular 

Postcards, » oat 
News. and Books, For. 
News. and Books, Inter. 





— | 32470 | 31,307} — | 1,063 














85. The parcel post figures were as follows : — 
Number. Value. 








£ 

Fiom United Kingdom ah hs 2,742 3,711 
», United States ... aa ee 3,946 2,806 
>, Canada as a os 107 61 
To United Kingdom ... ite ua 563 1,085 
5, United States “ ai mes 559 oe 
», Canada... aah ae é 6 10 
Total ... ae as 7,923 £7,895 








In 1910-11 the figures were : — 
Number. Value. 











£ 
From United Kingdom am ms 2,625 4,118 
5, United States ... nee ach 4,260 3,002 
86. Money orders were issued and paid as follows :— 
Issued. | Paid. 
Countries. eae = 

No. Value. No. Value. 
J oN ere 

| £2) og ll 8 £ 
United Kingdom oe oe | 768 | 1,324 122 510 
United States me 1699, 3.381) BAL | 1,381 
Canada | ree 33 67 104 
Total | 2,639 | 4,738 730 | 1,995 
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In 1910-11 the totals were :— 
Issued, 2,307; value, £5,885. Paid, 740; value, £2,054. 


87. 1,633 British postal orders, value £637, were issued, and 
489, value £279, drawn. 


TELEGRAPH. 


88. The revenue of the telegraph department was £1,247, and 
the expenditure £566. 


89. 3,604 messages passed over the cable between Nassau and 
Jupiter (Florida), of which 307 were to and from Great Britain. 
The total number in 1910 was 3,761. 


90. The 20 years’ contract with the Henley Telegraph Company 
has recently expired; the cable to Florida now becomes the abso- 
lute property of the Colonial Government, and the accumulated 
Repair Fund has, in accordance with the terms of the contract, 
been. divided between the contractors and the Colony, leaving the 
latter in possession of a sum of over £4,000. Of this, the Legisla- 
ture has recently allocated £2,000 to enable the Government to 
establish a wireless station in Nassau. 


TELEPHONES. 


91. Many telephone stations are now working in Nassau and 
suburbs. The revenue for the year was £1,055, and the expen- 
diture, including interest on loan, £1,118. 


92. There has been some agitation amongst the public in favour 
of a reduction of the rates, which are £5 per annum for business 
houses and £8 10s. per annum for private renters, for an unlimited 
all day and night service, but, having in view the fact that these 
rates are not in any case high, and that it is necessary to provide 
for extensions and for possible expenditure on hurricane damage, 
the Government has not thought it wise to accede to the demand. 





IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Forrian Lasour. 


93. The following table summarises the foreign labour traffic 
for five years :— 
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Number of Number of labourers 
labourers engaged |Number| brought back after ex- 
Number of piration of engagement 
of steam 
steam To vessels 
— eels bik oe are asa Lin From wore 
oa wards) board | aitroads, | bome- | work on | on docks, 
ound. | ships | “lumber ward jboard ships} railways, 
(Steve- | amps &cJ Pound. | (Steve- lumber 
dores). By 0 dores). | camps, &c. 
| i 
Inagua : 
1907 92 2,887 596 95 2,985 396 
1908 55 1,867 - 54 1,720 314 
1909 58 1,969 121 60 1,997 79 
1910 80 2,740 195 75 2,572 - 
1911 oS 87 3,091 75 83 2,988 170 
Long Cay : | 
1907 4 ‘ | 85 2,557 458 89 2,476 446 
1908 59 | 1,808 | — 68 1,740 290 
1909 51 1,674 - 51 1,604 - 
1910 42 | 1,250 = 42 L113 Ess 
1911 31 936 367 381 936 _ 




















94. The Commissioner at Inagua reports as under :— 

Labourers on steam vessels are required to perform any 
work they may be called upon to do. Pay of foreman $1 a 
day, ordinary labourers 50 cents a day, and on Sundays double 
pay; overtime ten cents an hour. 75 men were employed 
during the year by the C. C. Mengal Company, Belize, prin- 
cipally building camps and handling mahogany in the forest. 
The steamers on which the men were taken were those of 
the Hambureg-American Line and the George D. Emery 
Company. 

95. And the Commissioner at Long Cay, as follows: — 

The labourers engaged for stevedore labour on steamships 
are employed by Hamburg-American Line at 50 cents per day 
and 10 cents per hour overtime. The average is about £2 10s. 
for 17 days—$15 per month. 


Tourists. 


96. As a winter health and pleasure resort, Nassau, as usual, 
attracted a large number of Canadian and American visitors, and 
the hotels and boarding houses were all fairly full. 

97. The Colony is not, however, sufficiently advertised. Some 
three years ago the Legislature voted £1,000 for this purpose, 
but to be of any use the vote should be repeated annually. A 
certain amount of advertising is, of course, done by the steamship 
lines and the American Hotel; but the attractions of Nassau are 
not nearly so well known in the United States as are those of 
Bermuda, where there is considerable competition between steam- 
ship lines and hotels. 
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98. It is with the view of drawing the attention of the travelling 
public to picturesque Nassau that I attach to this report a few 
photographs,* including some natural colour prints. 

99. The contract with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navi- 
gation Company, which provides for regular communication with 
Florida during the winter months, and for the maintenance of a 
large hotel, expires at the end of 1918. Under this contract the 
Colony pays £5,000 a vear, and in view of a possible demand for 
an increase of this subsidy, it is a matter for regret that local 
capitalists have not, ere now, embarked on some scheme for the 
provision of another large hotel with a moderate tariff. 


Relations with Canada. 


100. The Colony was, perhaps unfortunately, not represented at 
the recent Reciprocity Conference at Ottawa, but the House of 
Assembly declined to recommend a grant to pay the expenses of 
the Delegates. 


Toronto Exhibition, 1911. 


101. The Bahamas were very successfully represented, at com- 
paratively small expenditure, at the Toronto Exhibition of August- 
September, 1911, and it is proposed that they shall again be 
represented at the forthcoming Exhibition at the same city. 


Dredging Nassau Harbour. 


102. This important question has been under consideration for 
a great number of years, but beyond the accumulation of reports 
and minutes nothing has been done. 

103. But in the Session of 1911 the House adopted a Report 
recommending that tenders be invited from three responsible firms 
for blowing up the bar and deepening the harbour, and providing 
that, in case the Colony should not be able to enter into a contract 
for the work, each of three firms tendering should be allowed the 
sum of £200 to defray the expenses of the expert report, but that, 
in the event of the Colony making a contract, no expenses should 
be allowed. 

104. It was not, of course, possible to call for tenders on such 
indefinite terms, and the Governor, in a message of the 18th 
March, 1912, furnished the House with certain facts and figures 
showing the estimated number of cubic yards of rock and sand 
to be removed in order to cut a channel through the bar, having 
a minimum depth of 30 feet, and to make a basin in the harbour 
of similar depth. 

105. Thereupon the House adopted a Report of a Select Com- 
mittee recommending that tenders be invited for blowing up the 
bar and deepening the harbour, and also for blowing up the reef 








© Corona, Orrice Nore:—A special impression containing reproductions 
of these photographs has been published by the Colonial Government and may 
be obtained through Messrs. Wyman and Sons. 


25946 C 


26 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


at the entrance of Cochrane’s Anchorage, and recommending, 
further, that the House should agree to the raising of a loan of 
£100,000 should a suitable tender “be submitted. 

106. The action to be taken on this Proposal is under the 
consideration of the Government. 


Liquor Licences. 


107. The following is a statement of liquor licences issued in 
the pls and revenue derived therefrom in 1910 and 1911. 




















. Amount 
Year. General. | Wholesale.| Hotel. | Special. caceived: 
. | ; £ sd. 
190%. Ae cxaalh cL 24 2 - 1,165 0 0 
3 — , 1,155 0 0 


1911... ns vee val 21 





(General, hotel, and special licences are retail licences.) 


108. A map of the Colony is appended. 


W. Harr Beynerr, 


Colonial Secretary, 
Administering the Government. 
Government House, 
Nassau, Bahamas, 
17 July, 1912. 
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The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 
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Colony, &c. Year, 
St.Lucia... as ate <s i eve és 1910 
St. Helena ... Ss aoe ase 5 ae oe 1911 
Weihaiwei ... eae wee see vs an 5 
Ceylon aes wos Ee es ne ; » 1910-1911 
Gibraltar... aoe . 1911 
Gambia 6 ose Bs 3 
Ashanti bot ie 2 ae 4 3 
Falkland Islands... aoe ave a a 
Seychelles ... sae wee 3 
Northern Territories of the Gold “Coast. ase nd > 
Hong Kong... aoe . ' 
Sierra Leone ec as oa see d oe HS 
Gold Coast . se os ce é % 
Turks and Caicos Island . e3 ue : ay 
Fiji... oe : one ; 
Bechuanaland “Protectorate as of ves i. 191171912 
Basutoland ... eas oe a 5 
Colonial Survey Committee te 1 
Malta rr) ane a a 
Nyasaland ... ae on ” on ” 
British Honduras ... to “ See 1911 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands.. ea 1910 
Southern Nigeria ... ste ae 1911 
Somaliland ... oe eee 1911-1912 
Imperial Institute ... oe 1911 
Northern Nigeria wee 5 3% 
Jamaica oo ou oe 1911-1912 
Swaziland ... tee 6 ¥ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &e. Subject. 
Imperial Institute ... . Foodstufis. 
Fiji... see Ae . Hurricane, 1910. 
Jamaica ay ect . Cayman Islands. 
Ceylon oa ia aoe .. Mineral Survey, 1906-7 and 
1907-8. 

West Indies... ‘ise ee Imperial Department of Agri- 


Southern Nigeria ... 
Si. Vincent ... ose 


Weihaiwei_ ... oe ai 
Northern Nigeria ... 


Nyasaland... BS sts 
Southern Nigeria ... as 
Imperial Institute ... 
Southern Nigeria 

West Indies... 


culture. 
Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 
Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 
Census, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 
1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, &e. 
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Tur Acrinc Governor to THE SEcRETARY OF STATE. 


Governor’s Office, St. Lucia, 
12th October, 1912. 
Sir, 

I wave the honour to transmit the Annual Report on the 
Blue Book of the Colony of Grenada for the year 1911, prepared 
by Mr. E. Drayton, C.M.G., the Colonial Secretary, at present 
administering the Government of the Colony. 


I have, &c., 


Enwarp J. Cameron, 
Acting Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 


(27168—2.) Wt, 29478—571. 1125 & 90, 12/12 Ds&s, A2 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL, 


BLUE BOOK REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1911. 


FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the year ended 31st March, 1912, reached the 
unusual amount of £98,645. This abnormal result is chiefly 
attributable to large receipts from Estate Duties, £13,935 being 
received, against an estimate of £1,500 for the year. Other 
heads of revenue at the same time gave large returns, Customs 
Duties exceeding the preceding year by £3,848, and Licences, 
Excise Duty, &c., by £1,827. 

2. This excellent revenue was all the more satisfying because, 
during 1911, taxation to the extent of £600, payable by the 
labouring class, was remitted. Houses of £5 per annum, or less, 
assessed annual rental, were exempted from taxation where the 
owner is not beneficially entitled to half an acre of land or more. 

3. Another change in taxation during the financial year was 
a complete revision of the import tariff, which commenced to 

- operate on the Ist January, 1912. The ten per cent. additional 
duty which had been levied for the last two or three years was 
abandoned, and a judicious general revision adopted, whereby 
articles of necessity used by the poorer classes were kept at the 
lowest possible rate of duty, while luxuries and articles used by 
the better classes were more heavily taxed. An ad valorem rate 
of ten per cent. on articles not specifically mentioned in the 
tariff was imposed in place of the former rate of 7} per cent. 

4. The revenue classified under the usual heads was as. 
follows : — 


£ 

Customs ... sa 46 221 
Licences, Excise, and Internal. Revenue vc 29,951 
Estate Duties Ae Kan ad oe aan 18,985 
Fees of Office, &e.... ae ae sa 2,243 
Post Office aa ie a Red ean 1,599 
Telephones at ods fee Fi as 1,909 
Water Supplies ... : $i 230 
Revenue from Government Property... a 1,245 
Interest and Sinking Funds ... oh ove 1,108 
Miscellaneous Receipts on aa aA 181 
Land Sales eer “ate fe ae aes 28 

Total revenue a oe .. £98,645 


The net increase on the revenue of the year 1910-11 was 
£17,282. 

5. The expenditure for the year was £81,012, and exceeded 
that of the preceding year by £5,451; classified under the usual 
heads it was as follows: — 


GRENADA, 1911. 5 


£ 
Charges on account of debt ... ee Re 6,196 
Pensions ... aA ate ee 25 on 2,824 
The Governor ... ae Ma he ne 2,484 
Colonial Secretary we ac as oat 1,800 
Treasury Department ... nd Rie ae 5,671 
Post Office nas Ae une nek As 2,817 
Audit ae 3 a ie x Se. 661 
Port and Marine ae ane a ay 694 
Legal Departments... = es ee 4,587 
Police ee ts se wes ts 5,290 
Military Expenditure ms oi rr Bee 555 
Prisons... ae An aes a7 1,197 
Medical Department Be Be a eh 4,235 
Hospitals and een ees Soe 2 6,006 
Education oe “s nie fe Mes 6,590 
Ecclesiastical —... ee af a ae 400 
Charitable oh ved eae wee ao 629 
Telephones ake ame aed tee 1,720 
Carriacou District ‘ 871 
Water Supply, St. Paul’s s and ‘Richmond Hill 224 
Miscellaneous... 5,579 
Census of 1911 ... : ae oe a 760 
Agricultural Department och ae ae 1,193 
Public Works Department... ee eG 1,272 
Public Works, Recurrent an fd wae 10,971 
Public Works, Extraordinary... eS “he 5,792 
Total expenditure from Colonial Funds... £80,969 
Expenditure on Agricultural Department 
from balance of Imperial Grant ... fa 43 
Total expenditure... ae . £81,012 


The increase on the previous year’s expenditure is due to the 
formation of a volunteer force, the cost of taking the census, the 
creation of a new medical district, and large expenditure on 
sanitation, the establishment of two secondary schools, and 
special expenditure on storm damages to roads caused by heavy 
rains in September. 

6. The total revenue and expenditure in the last five financial 
years were as under : — 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
1907-8... Be rs 79,871 68,383 
1908-9 ... ve ey 73,182 72,661 
1909-10... Lr os 71,224 73,282 
1910-11... tee a 81,413 75,561 
1911-12... es 98,645 81,012 


7. The surplus of assets at 31st March, 1912, was £56,419, as 
compared with £38,742 on the same dated in the preceding year, 
being an increase of. £17,677. The details of this surplus were : — 
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£ 
Reserve Fund, invested ... nee eat 15,379 
Loans to District Boards ... tae coe 10,546 
Cash on deposit, &c. ... 2 eo 25,474 
Land Settlement Funds ... wae oe 2,871 
Stores nee oa 2,149 


8. The public debt was unchanged, and amounts to £128,670 in 
inscribed stock, the accumulated sinking fund in the hands of the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies being at the close of the financial 
year £30,270. The stock is redeemable between 1917 and 1942. 
The Colony was also at the date referred to responsible for repay- 
ment of a loan of £550, taken over from the governing body of 
the late girls’ school; this has been repaid in 1912. 

9. The revenue and expenditure of the District Boards of 
Grenada in the financial year under review were as follows :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 

St. George’s ... be ie 4,205 4,802 
St. Andrew’s ... ded es 2,516 2,397 
St. Patrick’s  ... ae ae 2,007 2,103 
St. John’s ws ee bas 1,517 1,487 
St. Mark’s 1a he ne 624 686 
St. David’s ie aa tas 778 778 

Totals... ae .. £11,647 £12,253 


The town of Hillsborough in Carriacou, which is administered 
by town wardens, had a revenue of £80 in the same period and 
an expenditure of £82. 

10.-The loan debts of the District Boards at 31st March, 1912, 
were as under : — 


£ 
St. George’s ... See es es 12,181 
St. John’s... Fe on te 3,350 
St. Patrick’s ... ae Mee sary 4,236 
St. Andrew’s ... shee res ee 950 
St. Mark’s ... a by pa 10 
£20,727 


The interest and sinking funds (or annual instalments) on these 
are Micke! paid to the Government, to whom the debts are 
owed. 


TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


11. The value of the imports and exports of the Colony in the 
last five calendar years is as follows: — 
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Imports. 

£ 
1907 288,665 
1908 303,783 
1909° 268,236 
1910 279,236 
1911 309,227 


12. The meee in 1911 “eed the highest figures on 
record, £309,227, a result attributable to the bumper cocoa crop 
reaped in the preceding year, which brought plenty of money 
The increased importation appears chiefly 
under spirituous liquors and tobacco, house-building materials, 
The subjoined table 


into local circulation. 


clothing, boots and shoes, and manures. 


gives the principal details and compares them with the imports 


of the previous year. 


Class I.— 
Bread of all kinds ... 
Butter : 
Fish (dried ‘and preserved) 
Flour (wheaten) 3 
Meat (salted and preserved) _ 
Medicinal extracts and prepar: ations 
Oats ... 
Oil (olive and other for cooking) 
Oleomargarine and butterine 
Rice ... 
Spirits 
Sugar: — 
Refined 
Muscovado 
Tobacco, cigars and « ciga rettes 
Class II.— 
Coal ... 
Manures 
Petroleum oil 
Timber and shingles 
Class III.— 
Wearing apparel and babendnety 
Textiles 
Metal manufactures 
Earthen and glassware 
Furniture 
Leather (manufactured) :— 
Boots and shoes ... 
Other 
Soap ... 
Class IV.— 
Silver and bronze coins ... 
Bank notes ... 


13. The change in clussifiogtion of ‘ighons to the ‘‘ country of 
consignment ”” ‘Instead of the 


“ce 


1910. 
£ 
8,744 
2,881 
17,036 
84,227 
9,855 
2,528 
4,802 
5,820 
3,916 
6,188 
5,185 


4,126 
5,490 
3,153 


1,897 
5,773 
3,852 
15,640 


16,087 
44,017 
14,194 
3,619 
2,869 


6,246 
2,580 
4,041 


5,700 
3,059 


Exports. 
£ 


417,299 
359,245 
284,846 
291,760 
264, 640 


1911. 
£ 
4,329 
2,746 
17,357 
33,637 
8,654 
2°831 
4,308 
4,852 
4,310 
6,421 
8,110 


4,001 
5,037 
4,188 


2,400 
8,410 
3,750 
17,119 


16,694 
57,543 
14,433 


place from which imported,’ 
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which began in 1910, is yet of too recent date to enable any 
satisfactory comparison as to the sources of the Colony’s import 
trade to be made, but it may be noted that imports from Canada 
maintained the figures reached in 1910, which largely exceeded 
those under the former system of returns. The figures for the 
last three years are:— 


£ 
1909... oe ae ae ie8 7,943 
TOAO! aan ee Led ae i 22,722 
TOE. Ge ae gies er, mn 22,264 


14. The marked increase in the quantity of manures imported 
is significant of the improvement taking place in agricultural 
methods. In 1901 the importation was only valued at £1,398; 
in 1911 it had increased to £8,410. It is also worthy of notice 
that the import of manures from the United States of America 
increased in 1911 to £1,205, as compared with £145 in 1910. 

15. Another satisfactory feature is the falling off in the 
quantity of fresh vegetables (other than onions) imported. 
These were valued at £243 in 1911, as against £2,538 in 1906, 
and £309 in 1908, and the return to more normal figures is, 
it is to be hoped, evidence of larger local production of these 
foodstuffs, which in former years were grown in such abundance 
as to be an important item of export. 

16. The imports for the year under review originated as 
follows :— 


£ 
United Kingdom ... se ey — 142,017 
British possessions ‘V3 rete ae 60,916 
Foreign countries ee ae ie 106,294 
£309,227 


Of the foreign countries the United States of America comes 
first in the value of its trade with the Colony, the imports thence 
in 1911 being valued at £94,751, and the exports thereto at 
£43,717. 

17. The exports from the Colony in 1911 are valued at £264,640, 
which is less than in either of the two preceding years. This 
is due to the cocoa crop being smaller than in 1910 and to 
variation of prices. Of the total exports 64 per cent. went to 
the United Kingdom, 17 per cent. to the United States of 
America, and 17 per cent. to France. 

18. The value of the three staple products of the Colony 
exported in the last two years was as follows: — 


1910. 1911. 
£ £ 
Cocoa yet Dd .. 259,865 223,104 
Nutmegs and mace en 17,872 20,673 
Cotton and cotton seed ... 8,019 9,008 


As usual the bulk of the cocoa went to the United Kingdom 
(64 per cent.), the United States of America and France each 
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taking 17 percent. Eighty-five per cent. of the spices went to the 
United Kingdom, and 13 per cent. to the United States of 
America. All of the cotton was sent to the United Kingdom, 
and about three-fifths of the cotton seed, the remainder going 
to Barbados. Canada took 200 bags of cocoa, valued at £758. 

19. Attention must be directed to the beginnings of two future 
exports, coconuts and lime juice. Coconuts to the value of £242 
and copra valued at £37 were exported, and 31 hogsheads of 
lime juice, the first output of the Carriacou lime industry, left 
the Colony for England. 

20. The cocoa crop for the year ended 30th September, 1911, 
was 67,144 bags, being 6,719 bags less than the record crop of 
the preceding year, but only 185 less than that of 1909. Prices 
in the London market varied, beginning well, but falling as low 
as 48s. per cwt. in June, and rising to 62s. in November. There 
was a large increase in the world’s consumption of this product 
in 1911, but production is keeping pace with it, and it is 
significant that the cocoa exported from the Gold Coast in 1911 
amounted to 77,000,000 lbs., as compared with 28,906 Ibs. in 
1895. A similar increase is taking place in Guayaquil, where 
in ten years the export of cocoa has doubled itself in quantity. 

21. The nutmeg crop for the year ended 30th September, 1911, 
was better than in the last year, 6,496 barrels and 456 half- 
barrels, with 292 cases and 341 bags of mace being exported, 
as compared with 6,229 barrels, 306 half-barrels, 325 cases, and 
107 bags in 1910. Prices were also more satisfactory. 

22. The cotton crop of Carriacou was abnormally short, only 
892 bales and 32 half bales being’ shipped in the usual year of 
account, as against 1,206 bales and 25 half bales in the previous 
year. Prices were, however, good, and more cotton seed was 
shipped (3,731 bags as compared with 8,360), which accounts 
for the increased value of the total export of this product in 1911. 
The Government is making every effort to encourage the planting 
of cotton in suitable districts in Grenada itself, and with that 
object a ginnery has been erected in St. George’s so as to remove 
difficulty in the way of handling the crop when reaped. 


23. The Carriacou Land Settlement Scheme continues in 
flourishing condition, and it is not too much to say that by its 
operation this interesting and valuable dependency has in less 
than nine years been brought from desolation to comparative 
affluence. The total area so far dealt with is 1,510 acres, of 
which 1,089 acres have been allotted in 398 lots, leaving reserves 
(chiefly forest) of 421 acres. The total amount advanced from 
colonial revenue has been £8,450, of which only £950 was out- 
standing at the 31st of March, 1912. An earnest demand is now 
being made by other peasants there, willing and anxious to 
become land owners under similar auspices, and the extension 
of the scheme is receiving the careful consideration of the 
Government. 

24. In any reference to Carriacou mention must be made of 
the development of other agricultural industries there by Mr. 
Tom Archer, who has now more than 60,000 lime trees at the 
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bearing stage, and is providing a properly equipped factory, while 
he is also making preparations to cultivate about 300 acres in 
coconuts. This gentleman’s agricultural enterprise and activity 
in the dependency are worthy of praise. 

25. The Land Settlement Scheme of Grenada, commenced in 
1910, made satisfactory progress. The northern portion of the 
Morne Rouge Estate in St. George’s, to which reference was made 
in last year’s report, yielded 27 allotments of cultivable land, 
of which 28 were sold at the’end of the year. Adjoining the 
south of the same estate a block of 50 acres of land of True Blue 
Estate was purchased, and this, taken with some adjacent cultiv- 
able land of the former estate, yielded 21 allotments, of which 
by the end of the year 15 had been sold. As it was found that 
sugar cane cultivation was the chief desire of the allottees on 
this settlement arrangements were made for the erection of a 
small factory with a 53 horse-power vil engine and a three-roller 
mill, capable of handling 8 to 9 tons of cane per day. This 
has been completed in 1912. Negotiations for the purchase of 
a block of 300 acres of an estate in St. David’s Parish proceeded 
during the year, but the purchase was not completed till 15th 
January, 1912; the survey into lots was, however, effected by 
consent in the meanwhile. 

26. There was a marked increase in the quantity of rum manu- 
factured in 1911, 68,356 gallons being distilled, as compared 
with 41,418 in 1910. Now that the active measures taken have 
got smuggling under a fair amount of control, the quantity 
honestly made is seen to be hardly sufficient to meet local con- 
sumption, as 62,365 gallons were duty paid for use in the Colony 
during the year. 

27. One hundred and sixty-one liquor licences were issued in 
1911, as compared with 157 in the preceding year, but the 
revenue actually derived from sale of these licences only amounted 
to £634, as against £3,182 in 1910. This is due to a complete 
change in the licensing system, which commenced to operate on 
the Ist of January, 1911, whereby the licence fee was reduced to 
£5 per annum, while a Trade Duty at the rate of 1s. per gallon 
was levied on all spirits imported, or purchased from a distiller, 
or taken out of warehouse, by any licensed dealer, or by any 
person intending thereafter to sell the same. This Trade Duty 
realised £3,665 in the financial year. The granting of certifi- 
cates for licences to sell intoxicating liquors was at the same time 
handed over to District Licensing Boards, consisting of the police 
magistrate of the district and three unofficial members; these 
last are in practice appointed upon the nomination of the several 
District Boards of the Colony. These changes have got rid of 
several undesirable features in the former system, and so far they 
are working excellently. 

28. The ice factory in St. George’s exported 507 tons, as com- 
pared with 417 in 1910; this is in addition to the amount 
manufactured for local consumption, of which there is no return. 
The soap factory also continued in active existence, but there is 
no return of the amount made. 
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SHIprina. 


29. The shipping tonnage inwards and outwards in the last 
five years was as follows :— 


Tons. 
1907... ies sid be a 513,902 
1908 ... om ee oe a 566,245 
1909 ... vy ae oh oad 586,074 
1910 ... eh ae ae ats 590,451 
TOLLS <5 oe: = iy ws 535,161 


Of the total tonnage in 1911, steam vessels accounted for 
518,460 tons. There were on the local shipping register at the 
end of the year 88 sailing vessels of an aggregate tonnage of 1,272. 


LEGISLATION. 


30. Twenty-three Ordinances became law in 1911, of which 
three related to the consolidation of the laws of the Colony up 
to the end of the year, which was entrusted to Mr. D. T. Tudor, 
the Attorney-General. The new edition, which comprises two 
volumes, was not issued until lst of May, 191¢, and takes the 
place of the last edition (1898), which was compiled by Sir 
Joseph Hutchinson, when Chief Justice of Grenada, and of all 
subsequent Ordinances down to the end of 1911. 

31. Of the other Ordinances of the year the more important 
were:—No. 5, enabling convicts with sentences of twelve months 
and upwards to be released on licence, the previous limit having 
been a two years’ sentence; No. 9, enabling the control and 
regulation of cinematograph exhibitions; No. 12, relieving certain 
owners of small houses from taxation for them (see paragraph 
2); No. 16, regulating the procedure of the Supreme Court in its 
probate jurisdiction; and No. 20, enabling the courts in cases 
of money lending where the transaction is ‘‘ harsh or unconscion- 
able’ to reopen them and give relief. 


EDUCATION. 


82. Primary.—Industrial, combined, lower division, and infant 
schools are provided for by the primary education system of the 
Colony, but no school of the first class has yet been established, 
the existing schools being 30 combined, 10 lower division, and 9 
infant, three of the last-mentioned type having been added during 
the year. Of these 49 schools 9 are Government schools, 22 
Roman Catholic, 11 Anglican, 5 Wesleyan, and 2 Church of 
Scotland. The total pupils on the roll was 10,905, and the 
average attendance 5,377 (in 1910, 9,724 and 4,594). The 
expenditure was £4,966, the Government contribution to which 
was £4,920 (in 1910, £4,968 and £4,920). The cost per pupil 
to the Government varied as follows among the schools: — 


12 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL, 


s. d. 
Government... sie eee co 18 1 
Anglican a ea = ay 19 0 
Roman Catholic | Bis et oe 15 9 
Wesleyan : ae ae oe 19 9 
Church of Scotland en as es 12°41 


33. Secondary.—The Grenada Boys’ Secondary School was 
opened on the 18th of September in premises in Melville Street, 
St. George’s, with 88 pupils, Mr. D. Hedog Jones, B.A., B.Sc., 
being the new headmaster. Agricultural science forms a prom- 
inent feature of the curriculum, and by means of free scholarships 
to boys from the primary schools on the one hand and the cadet 
system of the Agricultural Department on the other it is designed 
to carry promising lads through a definite course of tuition and 
practical work in agriculture so as to fit them for a useful future 
in that line. It may be recorded at this date that the school has 
already found a firm footing in the community, as its numbers 
have advanced, beyond all expectation, to 72 pupils at its opening 
this month, and extension of the buildings is becoming a 
necessity. 

34. It was not possible to open the Girls’ Secondary School 
before the 29th of January, 1912, so that no comment on it can 
properly be made in this year’s report. At the St. Joseph’s 
Convent School, which continues its good work with a Govern- 
ment grant-in-aid, the number on roll was 71, the daily average, 
59, and the expenditure, £321. 


GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


35. Colony Hospital.—971 patients were treated in 1911 (1,031 
in 1910), of whom 674 were cured, 169 relieved, and 86 died. 
The daily average was 886, and the cost per patient £20 19s. 9d. 
The receipts for paying patients were £102, and the number of 
attendances in the out-patient department was 1,317. 

The status of the responsible medical officer in charge was 
changed during the year, Dr. R. P. Cockin, M.A., Cantab., being 
appointed Resident Surgeon and Bacteriologist on the 7th of June 
in place of the officer formerly styled House Surgeon. Prepara- 
tions for the appointment of a European nurse-matron were also 
made by the construction of quarters for her in the hospital 
precincts, and plans and estimates were got ready for the con- 
struction of a maternity and lying-in ward, and for the extension 
of the dispensary, so as to enable the staff to undertake the 
dispensing of medicines to paupers and labourers in the thre 
adjoining medical districts. 

36. Yaws Hospital.—339 cases were treated. of whom 276 were 
discharged cured, and two died, but not from yaws, death being 
due to other diseases. The daily average was 75, and the cost 
per head £10 12s. 1ld. The resident surgeon remarks that 
“during the year a limited number of cases have been treated 
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with Salvarsan and the results obtained have been such as to 
justify further work being carried out with this drug. Some 
cases are at present under treatment in the institution and are 
making good progress.” 

37. St. Andrew’s District Hospital.—166 cases were treated, 
of whom 140 were discharged cured, 11 were relieved, and 6 died. 
The daily average was 10, and the cost per patient £39 10s. 10d., 
which exceeds even the high cost per head commented on last 
year, viz., £36. 9,071 prescriptions were compounded at the dis- 
pensary, the receipts for which amounted to £128 12s. 

38. Carriacou District Hospital.—218 patients were treated, of 
whom 145 were discharged cured, and 44 relieved; only 2 died. 
The daily average in hospital was 20°5, and the cost per patient 
£33 93., which is a marked increase on last year’s £25. 5,478 
prescriptions were compounded at the dispensary, and the receipts 
were £80 11s 5d. i 

39. Lunatic Asylum.—The number under treatment was 159, 
76 males, 83 females. Last year the number treated was 170, 
and the falling off in numbers is due to the fact that the St. Lucia 
Government, being about to provide its own asylum, discontinued 
sending patients here. 25 patients were admitted, 4 of whom 
were from St. Vincent. The daily average was 130; 23 patients 
were discharged as cured, and 9 died. The cost per head was 
£19 9s. The construction of a water-borne sewage system was 
commenced, discharging into septic tanks outside the asylum 
walls. Three cases of enteric fever occurred in the institution, but 
all recovered. 

40. Poor Asylum.—The buildings accommodate 58 inmates, 
and the daily average was 47. Twenty-five were admitted and 
21 died during the year. The cost per head was £10 6s. 10d. 

41. Savings Bank.—The amount at credit of depositors at the 
end of the year was £25,594, an increase of £2,632 as compared 
with the end of 1910. The number of depositors was 1,741, and 
the average credit per depositor was £14 18s. 6d.; in 1902 this 
average was £6 3s. 7d. £22,000 of the funds were invested at the 
end of the year, and shortly after its close this was increased to 
£24,500. A prominent feature of the Grenada Savings Bank is 
the existence of a flourishing branch bank in each of the six out- 
districts. About one-half of the total deposits belong to these 
branches, which are greatly appreciated and used. 


JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


42. Police.—There was a distinct improvement in the police 
force in 1911 under the command of Major Capell, D.S.O. 
Discipline was well maintained, and the standard of efficiency in 
musketry advanced. Sub-Inspector Legge resigned his office in 
November, and it was decided to revert to the former arrangement 
of a European Sergeant-Major instead of a Sub-Inspector. 

48. Prisons.—The committals were 226 in number as compared 
with 306 in 1910, 180 of these being males, 42 females, and 4 
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juveniles. The daily average was 46°10, and the cost per prisoner 
was £38, or about twice what it was in 1908, when, on account 
of the presence of prisoners from St. Lucia and St. Vincent, the 
daily average was 75. The prison administration is creditable to 
the Colony, and discipline is satisfactorily maintained. A further 
step in advance was made in 1911 by bringing discharge on licence 
within the reach of prisoners with 12 months’ sentences and up- 
wards, the previous limit having been two years. 

44. Criminal Statistics —The Attorney-General reports an in- 
crease in the number of summary convictions, 1,514 being recorded 
in 1911 as compared with an average of 1,456 in the three pre- 
ceding years, but he points out that the greater part of the increase 
is due to convictions for offences against revenue, municipal, and 
other laws relating to the social economy of the Colony, the 
police and local authority showing greater activity in such matters. 
Convictions for offences against the person also increased from 
an average of 279 to 308 but those for praedial larceny decreased 
from an average of 141 to 105. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


45. The population at 3lst December, 1911, is estimated to have 
been 67,848. According to the Census returns at 2nd April, 1911, 
it was 66,750, and, allowing for the natural increase from that 
date, as well as (for the first time) for the difference between 
emigration and immigration, the above result is reached. 

46. The difference between the Census figures and the estimated 
population at 2nd April, 1911, based upon natural increase alone, 
amounted to 8,780, and is attributable to emigration, to the 
Panama Canal Zone and Brazil chiefly. Returns have been re- 
quired from each of the three ports of the Colony since the Census 
date so as to enable the incoming and outgoing of the people to 
be taken into account in future estimates. 

47. The birth-rate per thousand was 39:92, and the death-rate 
19°66. The year was a healthy one, and the deaths would have 
been even less in number but for the persistence of an epidemic 
of whooping cough which commenced in 1910, and to which 145 
deaths are traceable in the two years. 

48. The rainfall was. moderate, only 69°83 inches being recorded 
at Richmond Hill, in the south of the island, as compared with 
94:15 in 1910, and 80°54 in 1909. The following figures of the 
rainfall at this station in the last 21 years (1891-1911) are of 
interest : — 


Average annual rainfall ... 77-60 inches. 

Minimum in one month ... ‘49 inches in May, 1899. 
Maximum in one month ... 20:90 inches in November, 1896. 
Minimum in one year... 56°69 inches in 1891. 

Maximum in one year... 105°89 inches in 1892. 


Average for each month of the year:—January, 427; 
February, 3°01; March, 2°95; April, 2:58; May, 4°91; 
June, 9:24; July, 956; August, 9°87; September, 818; 
October, 7°18; November, 8:06; December, 7:80. 
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POSTAL AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


49. The following comparative statement shows that the Post 
Office business distinctly increased in the year: 


1910. 1911. 
Letters and post cards cas 551,800 570,479 
Newspapers, books, &c. ... 193,085 212,011 
Parcels ... ae Sa se 7,802 9,482 
Registered and insured letters 12,364 12,451 
Money and postal orders issued . 
and paid... ae Sat £27,878 £31,865 


50. The progress of the cash on delivery service is remarkable. 
In 1911 no less than 1,244 parcels were dealt with, involving the 
collection of £1,437 for “‘trade charges,’’ against 300 parcels in 
the preceding year with £375 “trade charges.’’ The amount 
of British postal orders issued and paid was £4,972, against 
£4,627 in 1910. 

51. Grenadians at work in the Panama Canal Zone remitted 
£5,464 through the Post Office to the Colony. The similar re- 
muittances in 1907-10 were 1907, £6,285; 1908, £7,475; 1909, 
£6,191; 1910, £5,932: average for the five years, £6,260. 

52. Telephones.—The revenue of the department in the financial 
year was £1,910 and the expenditure £1,797; this expenditure 
includes loan charges on the initial cost of the system. The 
number of instruments in use is 819, and during 1911 twenty-one 
new installations were effected. The principal exchange buildings 
in St. George’s were thoroughly reconstructed, and a larger switch- 
board supplied, but this has not so far given satisfaction. The 
system in Grenada is very complete, there being an exchange in 
each of the six districts of the island (as well as one in Carriacou), 
with which all important business places and residences are con- 
nected. In view of the distances between centres and the difficulty 
of locomotion the telephone is indispensable and has proved to 
be a most important factor in the development of the Colony, both 
financially and socially. 


MILITARY FORCES. 


53. The long-discussed volunteer force, for which legislative 
provision has existed since 1900, became a fact in 1911. There 
had been a public meeting in 1910, presided over by the Governor, 
Sir James Hayes Sadler, and it resulted in the St. George’s Corps 
of Volunteer Infantry being enrolled on the 7th of April, 1911. 
The corps is commanded by Captain D. L. Slinger, a well-known 
and popular citizen. He was selected, with Sergeant Walter 
Bertrand, to represent the Volunteers of Grenada at the King’s 
Coronation in June. 

54. The old prison premises in St. George’s have been given 
for use as a drill yard and miniature rifle range, and every effort 
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is being made to bring the corps toea state of efficiency. Brigadier- 
General Dalrymple-Hay, commanding the forces in Jamaica 
inspected them in August, and expressed his satisfaction at the 
progress which had already been made. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


55. The Coronation of Their Majesties in June was most loyally 
and enthusiastically observed in the Colony. Two special holidays 
were given, the first day being devoted to the official functions 
and celebration at headquarters, and the next to rejoicings in the 
out-districts. His Majesty’s gracious action in conferring the 
honour of appointment as a Companion of the Order of St. Michael 
and St. George upon Mr. W. S. Comissiong, K.C., the Senior 
Unofficial Member of the Executive and Legislative Councils, at 
the time of the Coronation, was much appreciated locally. 

56. The Colony sustained a great loss on the 9th of February 
in the person of the Honourable C. Macaulay Browne, C.M.G., 
Senior Unofficial Member of both Councils, who died on that day 
in England. A memorial service was held on the 18th, attended 
by the Governor and staff of public officers, and on the 15th a 
special meeting of the Legislative Council was convened, when a 
suitable resolution was adopted by the Council at which Mr. 
Browne had sat for nearly thirty years. 

57. His place at the Executive Council was taken in April by 
His Majesty’s appointment to it of Mr. D. S. De Freitas, who had 
been an active Unofficial Member of the Legislative Council for 
16 years. 

58. The question of trade reciprocity with Canada was fully 
discussed at a meeting of the Legislative Council on the 8rd of 
March, and it was decided by a majority of votes that the entering 
into a preferential agreement with the Dominion should be deferred 
for consideration in the future. 

59. Standard time, four hours later than Greenwich mean time, 
was adopted in the Colony, along with the other West Indian 
Islands and British Guiana, on the Ist of July. 

60. The coasting steamer service by the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company was extended to Requin Bay in St. David’s 
parish on the 4th of November, when a bi-weekly call at that 
harbour was commenced. St. David’s was the only district of 
the Colony without participation in this service, and its marked 
increase of late in wealth and importance fully justifies the step 
taken. A warehouse and jetty were provided by Government and 
the subsidy to the Company increased, while jetty dues were 
imposed, as is customary at the other places of call by the steamers 
where jetties have been constructed. 

61. On the 16th of August the appointment of Mr. D. T. Tudor, 
K.C., the Attorney-General (then absent in England employed 
on the consolidation of the laws of the Colony), to be Chief Justice 
of the Bahamas was announced; and at the end of the year the 
selection for the vacancy of Mr. N. Julian Paterson, a prominent 








3 o 
oe” Ry 
a Y & Green i 























Sauteur$ X 
Sk 1 v Sandy !. 
LS! L.Levera 
afi 
yey 


4 PATRICK’S' 
L, Antoine 
ie} 





- Conference B. 


Gouyave B. m * 








St. Mark's Bf 2: 
Victoriagg, 
'f ° % 
2 bie rai TS 
- —-—-——_— Couyave Ae = 
| ae j . 
| ; . a. 
{ : 
| 


Bacolet Pt. 







St. George’ r= 
St. Georges Har. 


Quarantine Stn 




























2 Bs : oP « 3 
Ra ‘ “ Pt. of Ford Jeu 
> 
ef > Priekly Pt. & ss 
os Glover I. Et Main Roads...... --------- 
gz a Parish Boundaries.......... 
1 7 
Seale = >)anay Crown Lands 
218880 ae Police Stations a 
Cables Sea Miles 
10 ° 1 2 3 4 5 6 
_———— 
amas ee 2 








Ordnance Survey, Southampton INL. 


Hosted by C3 008 le 








iia RE ee ent lonieaaeianall DEA cet || 
GRENADA | 
: ad e | 


Duquesne B. 


B. f 
ES, 


St. Mark’s 


Victoria 









/; 
Ss + Gouyave g c 





Gouyave B. ne 























we 
rr) 
at 


Aa © Green 1. 


X 


oA Saut 
a ee oe Sandy !. 
\ L.Levera 





4 PATRICK’S 
L Antoine 
QO 
ntZge 


eee 


Conference B. 




















Telescope Pt 
7 Grenville 
Br. ANI REW’S i Grenville B. | 
i Bacolet Pt. 
om ne 
lH , 
i St. Georges Yy--—- \ ie. 
: Ges VP ial* 
St. Georges Har. Voy St. ‘DAVID’S A 
NS ( ash Requin B. 
\|\Quarantine Stn ee a: ; ree ( 
Ie CP C eS) | 12 
g 4 

| & * Pt. of For4 Jeud; 

& & Prickly Pt. & ga 

Glover I. % Main Roads...... -------- 
8 q Parish Boundaries.......... 
i 
Sr TTT Crown Lands... 

| Seale = F 
| Brags 76218880) 4 Police Stations s 
Cables Sea Miles 

1 ° 1 2 3 4 5 6 

_——— 














—e pierce Semen econ - ee ———— seme 


61°40" 


Ordnance Survey, Southampton, J. 


Hosted by Goog le 





CARRIACOU 


Rapid Pt. 









Sparrow 


Jack AdamlLg 


Mabouya (. 


“ee cee B 


Hillsborough B. 
Hillsboroug’ 





Pt. Cistern 











Grand Bay 





Kindace Pt. 


NOTES 


Main Roads sheet ey Sse 
Land Settlement Estatesf | 


Pegus Poiat 


Scale-1 Sea Mile to 1 Inch 

















il ed 


Ordnance Survey, Southampton IN2, 





Hosted by Goog le 


GRENADA, 1911. 17 


member of the local bar, and for the last 15 years an Unofficial 
Member of the Legislative Council, was made public, the appoint- 
ment dating from Ist January, 1912. Mr. Paterson had on several 
previous occasions acted with distinction in the office. 

62. His Excellency Sir James Hayes Sadler, the Governor, was 
absent on leave from the 13th of July to the 6th of December; and 
upon his return to the Colony on the latter date he proceeded at 
once to the other Colonies of the Government, being absent on 
duty there when the year ended. During his absence from 
Grenada the local Government was administered by the Colonial 
Secretary, and during his absence on leave the Government of the 
Windward Islands was administered at St. Lucia by Mr. E. J. 
Cameron, C.M.G., the Administrator of that Colony. 


E. Drayton, 
Colonial Secretary, 
Administering the Government. 


Grenada, 
30th September, 1912. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &c. Year. 


712 = St. Vincent ... 1910-1911 
713 Si. Lucia ve tee aN tes is 1910 
714 St. Helena ... one see er one on soe 1911 
715  Weihaiwei ... nee we aes tes ae oss 5 

716 Ceylon way ave a oe -_ iS se 1910-1911 
717 Gibraltar... ee BD aa aes ee ee 1911 
718 Gambia cae wes eae ae wis aS ae * 

719 Ashanti on = ae et wee so Ee 

720 Falkland Islands 
721 Seychelles... se eee eee one 
722 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 
723 Hong Kong... 134 oD if 
724 Sierra Leone 
725 Gold Coast ... ae 
726 Turks and Caicos Islands... 
727 Fiji... ie os es we we as an “ 
728 Bechuanaland Protectorate soe one rs +» 1911-1912 
729 Basutoland ... one ae we ae aye on 

730 Colonial Survey Committee 

731 Malta ue Mee 
732 Nyasaland ... on ws wee woe aoe ans ra 
733 ‘British Honduras ... Sex ee Bos es bis 1911 
734 Gilbert and Ellice Islands Ray ae Bes oe 1910 
735 Southern Nigeria ... aes tee aoe one ues 1911 
736 = Somaliland ... eee ees ern aa a 1911-1912 
737 ~~ ‘Imperial Institute ... 1911 
73 Northern Nigeria ... Bes ea os ace ie 
739 Jamaica... Be ait ea ote sae. see 1911-1912 
740 Swaziland ... we ae oe te on 3 A 

741 Bahamas fe sn tes oo one 














MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &e. Subject. 

72 Fiji... ret aa ee. «. Hurricane, 1910. 

13 Jamaica tee aes ies +» Cayman Islands, 

74 ~~ Ceylon as Sac ‘ee +. Mineral Surveys, 1906-7 and - 
1907-8. 

75 West Indies... we wee . Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 


76 Southern Nigeria ... aes +» Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 

vad St. Vincent ... a aes +» Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 

78 Weihaiwei_... hs he +» Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria... ae wi See Survey, 1907-8 and 

: 8-9. 

80 Nyasaland ..é Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

8L Southern Nigeria . wit .». Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute ... As .. Rubber apd Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria ... ae .«. Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies... eee aes «Preservation of Ancient Monu 
wents. 
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REPORT ON THE MAURITIUS BLUE BOOK FOR 
1911. 





I—FINANCIAL. 
General Revenue and Expenditure. 
Revenue. 


For the twelve months immediately following the harvesting of 
the largest and most valuable crop of sugar which the Island has 
produced, it is satisfactory to record the collection of a revenue from 
normal sources considerably in excess of that of any previous year. 
The revenue for the year 1904-05, which followed the harvesting 
in 1903-04 of a crop most nearly approaching in quantity that of 
1909-10, amounted to Rs. 10,399,555, which was greater than that 
of any previous year, and than that of the year immediately preceding 
by Rs. 926,443. In the two succeeding years normal sources of 
revenue yielded Rs. 10,257,821 and Rs. 10,329,618. There was a 
fall in 1907-08 to Rs. 8,722,727 due to special circumstances, a slight 
rise in 1908-09 to Rs. 8,521,464, aud a marked recovery in 
1909-10, when the total revenue from normal sources amounted to 
Rs. 10,559,348 and exceeded the collections of any previous year. 
The revenue from normal sources in 1910-11 showed a still further 
increase of Rs. 330,641 and amounted to Rs. 10,889,989. 

Tn the report for the year 1910 in determining the revenue from 
normal sources for the financial year 1909-10 there was deducted 
from the total collections of Rs. 10,799,723 the sum of Rs. 240,375 

* (Head IL, Harbour) which had been received dwing the year on 
account of the -lease and sale of the dredger “ Cerné”. The total 
encashments for 1910-11 amounted to Rs. LI ,129,989 and included 
Rs. 256,142 derived from Dyoits of the Crown and Escheats (Head 
Ix, Miscellaneo ). The increase from Rs. 28,318 in the 
previous year was ‘due to the oper ation of the Curatelle Ordinanee of 
1890 (No. 9). The period of prescription of 30 years fixed by 
Article 2 of the Civil Code had been reduced to 20 years by 
Ordinance No. 16 of 1833, but oe shorter period of limitation was 
only made applicable to Vacant Mstates by the enactment of the 
Curatelle Ordinance, No. 9 of 1890, By article 57 of that Ordinance 
the prescriptions of 30 ere begun under the previous Curatelle 
laws were allowed te mm, but the maximum period was made not to 
exceed 20 years from. the passing of the Ordinance (6th. October 
1890) : hence the falling in on the 7th. of October 1910 of Estates 
of consider: able value, whic h was the eanse of the large increase in 
yevenue from Droits of the Crown and Escheats which for the 5 
years preceding 1901-10 had yielded on an average a little over 
Rs. 19,000. In compar the revenue for the years 1909-10 and 
1910-11 a deduction of Rs. 240,000, very nearly corresponding to 











































2 , Mauritius, 1911. 


the deduction made in the previous year, has been made from the 
collections of 1910-11 under the Head Miscellaneous. 

The following is a comparative statement showing the actual 
revenue from normal sources collected during the financial years 


1909-10 and 1910-11. 



































Head of Revenue. 1909-10. 1910-11. Increase. | Decrease. 
Rs, Rs. Rs. 
1. Customs ... ees Ss 8,956,174 116 102,942 Sh 
2. Harbour ... os Pe 287,716 259 a TA,457 
8. Licenses, Excise, &c neh 2,287,394 2,558,911 271,517 2 
4. Fees of Court, &c.... vee 399,334 | 368,790 na 30,544, 
5. Post and Telegraphs me 173,776 210,275 36,499 ots 
6. Railways... se ote 2,502,831 2,519,285 16,404 et 
7. Rent Kee! af ai 67,003 74,179 } 7,176 eee 
8. Interest... enn ene 829,546 | - 844,120 14,574 mA 
9. Miscellaneous as aes 54,433 41,589 a 12,844 
Rs. —...|_ 10,558,207 | _ 10,889,474 } 449,112 | 117,845 
10. Land Sales... ee aes 1,141 515 oe 626 
Total Rs. | 10,559,348 10,889,989 449,112 | 118471 
Net increase of normal revenue wee ee 330,641 se 
The sources which principally contributed to the total increase 
in normal revenue of Rs. 380,64] over the previous year were : Cus- 
toms duties Rs. 102,942 ; Licenses, Excise and Internal Revenue 


Rs. 271,517 ; and Post and Telegraphs Rs. 36,499. Import duties 
yielded Rs. 181,392 more and Export duties Rs. 78,450 less than in 
the previous year. Shop licenses yielded an increase of Rs. 18,581, 
Excise duties an increase of Rs. 220,357 due in no small measure to 
stricter control, and Taxes on vehicles and animals an increase of 
Rs. 7,861. The receipts from the main lines of Railway showed an 
increase of Rs. 104,306 in passenger traffic but a decrease of 
Rs. 117,557 in goods traflie which was chiefly due to the smaller 
quantity of sugar carried. The total receipts of the Railways 
reached Rs. 2,519,235 which is the highest amount for any one 
year with the exception of 1904-05 when they were Rs. 2,657,596. 

Theonly head of revenue under which the actual revenue encashed 
fell short of the amount which it was estimated would be received 
was that of Harbour, the collections being Rs. 6,741 less than the 
estimate of Rs. 220,000. The amount collected was Rs. 74,457 
Jess than that of the preceding year owing to the discontinuance 
of the special dues levied under Ordinance No. 12 of 1905 to meet 
the working expenses of dredging Port Louis harbour. 

There was on the 30th. of June 1910 a surplus balance of 
Rs. 750,494. The revenue for the year 1910-11 exceeded the 
expenditure by Rs. 1,551,745 bringing up the surplus at the 80th. 
of dune 1911 to Rs. 2,302,239. From this sum there was advanced 
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during the year on account of Railway re-equipment Rs. 1,611,595. 
The accounts for the first half of the current financial year show that 
the revenue amounted to Rs. 5,424,891 and the expenditure to 
Rs. 4,878,005. The expenditure was less than the revenue by 
Rs, 546,886 and at the 31st. of December 1911 the surplus balance 
had been increased to Rs. 2,849,125. From the Ist. of July to the 31st. 
of December 191] additional advances amounting to Rs. 765,200 
were made for Railway re-cquipment. he total amount so advanced 
up to the 31st. of December 1911 was Rs. 2,376,795 which will be 
repaid when the loan of £270,000 authorized by the Railway 
(Improvement) Loan Ordinance, 1910, is raised. Deducting these 
advances the actual surplus balance at the 31st. of December 1911 
was reduced to Rs. 472,330. 

It is to be regretted that the surplus and deficit account does 
not permit of accurate comparison, over a long period, of the 
financial position of the Colony, and deductions drawn from the 
inancial returns are liable to be misleading. Previous to the finan- 
cial year 1904-05 the surplus and deficit account has apparently 
been regularly inereased by sums which did not pass through the 
revenue account and decreased by sums which did not pass through 
the expenditure account. ‘The accounts show that there existed at 
he close of the financial year 1883 a surplus balance of Rs. 4,011,418, 
that during the succeeding years up to the 30th. of June 1904 the 
total excess of expenditure over revenue reached Rs. 4,939,533 and 
that the period closed with a surplus balance of Rs. 82,246 of which 
no explanation is given. Taking then the accounts for the seven 
inancial years from 1904-05 to 1910-11, which included the very 
critical period of 1907-08, it is shown that there were deficits on three 
oceasions but that the total excess of revenue over expenditure 
amounted to Rs. 2,219,992. In this total are included the following 
sums which cannot properly be considered as revenue from normal 
sources: 1905-06 Rs. 881,962 recovered from Loan I'unds ; 1909-10 
Rs. 240,375 for the lease and sale of the dredger “ Cerné”; and 
1910-11 Rs. 240,000 due to the operation of the Curatelle Or- 
dinance (1890). Deducting these sums there remains a balance of 
normal revenue over expenditure of Rs. 857,655 for the seven years, 
and of Rs. 2,421,882 for the two last years of the period. 













Expenditure. 


The expenditure for the year 1910-11 amounted to 
Rs. 9,578,244 or Rs. 473,238 less than the estimated expenditure. 

The following are the principal heads under which the ex- 
penditure was less than the estimate: Railways Rs. 185,377, 
Medical and Health Department Rs. 107,518, Poor Rs. 46,929, 
Prisons Rs. 32,928, Education Rs. 28,258. It was necessary to 
appropriate additional sums of Rs. 21,884 under Pensions, Rs. 17,133 
under Military expenditure, Rs. 53,861 under Miscellaneous. In the 
expenditure under Miscellaneous were included the following items 
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for which provision was not made in the original estimate : Rs. 32,373 
in connection with the Coronation festivities, approximately Rs. 15, 000 
in connection with the disturbances in Port Louis in January 1911 
and Rs. 13,357 on the acquisition of Mountain reserves. 

The following is a comparative statement of the Expenditure 
for the years 1909-10 and 191L0-L1 i— 














































































] ] 7 
Head of Service. 1909-10. 1910-11. | Increase. | Decrease. 
Rs Rs Rs. Rs. 
1, Charge on account of Public! 
Debt a ie 19,673 
2. Pensions 
8. The Governor & Leg sislaturel o 
4, Colonial Secretariat aH 
5. Treasury 407 
6. Customs W117, a 5,243 
7. Audit ve 54,014 fen 1,536 
8. Port & Marine 131,739 eee 2,068 
9, Observatory tk 
10, Public Lil: 8, 119 
11. Registrar Gener | 15,707 
12. Registration & Mortgage 40,524 | 
18. Archives es ee GT A52 ae 
14, Law and Justice ... 442,660 8,962 
15. Ecclesiastical 25 
16. Police # 10,532 ee 
17. Prisons and Reformatory 7,163 
. Medical & Health . 55,599 
. Quarantine... oe ey 8,016 Pa 
. Plague oi ah a 188,913 10,117 
. Education ... eee oe 591,600 vi 
. Poor i 36,842 
iz Storekeeper General 4,393 
. Immigration i 3 
5. Dependencies 137 
. Military Expenditure. x 
. Miscellaneous _—... a 421,587 ALLE aon 
. Charitable Allowances... 9,594 1,044 
. Interest and Exchange . 211,069 cats 1,248 
. Post Office ... a “a 14:7,012 17,721 z 
. Railways eee 2 42 27,622 
. Forests and Gardens 83,772 | on 
33. Public Works Depar tie 1,836 
Public Works, Re 24,347 Mes 
traordina: 41,233 : 
1 66 
Total Rs... 285,342 156,359 
Net Increase nd : a 128,983 aA 
The total expenditure for the year 1910-11 exceeded the expendi- 
ture for the year 1909-10 by Rs. 128,983. The principal heads under 
which the expenditure in 1910-11 w ater were: Public Works 





$0, Military expenditure 





Recurrent and. Extraordinary Rs. 
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Rs, 46,357, Miscellaneous Rs. 41,914, Registrar General Rs. 29,929, 
Railways Rs. 27,622, Post Office Rs. 17,721, Education Rs. 15,277. 
The expenditure on Recurrent works exceeded that of the previous 
year by Rs. 24,347 but attention has previously been drawn to 
the inadequacy of the amounts a: propriated and actually 
expended in recent years under this head. The Extraordinary works 
on which the largest expenditure was incurred were enlarging the 
pumping plant for Curepipe water supply Rs. 44,434, Port Louis 
Drainage—completing sewerage in Districts No. 2 and No, 4 and 
extending the Pumping Station Rs. 54,865. For these works, 
which are purely local improvements, the expenditure had pre- 
viously been met from loan funds. ‘The interruption during storms 
of telegraphic communication between the Observatory and Port 
Louis and on the Railway and the attendant danger had shown 
the necessity for the construction of an underground Telegraph line 
in connection with which Rs. 28,165 was expended during the 
year. In addition to these works Rs. 11,662 was expended on 
completing Caves Point Lighthouse. The increase in the Military 
Expenditure was due to the increase in the revenue. ‘The increase 
under Registrar General is accounted for by the expenditure on the 
taking of the Census of 1911 and the preparation of the Decennial 
Tables, and under Post Office largely to charges for sea and 
territorial transit for previous years bemg brought to account in 
the year under review. It will be observed that the excess of 
Rs, 128,983 in the expenditure of 1910-11 as compared with that 
of 1909-10 is more than covered by the charges under head Mis- 
cellancous, for which, as already explained, no provision was made in 
the original estimate, by the merease in the Military expenditure 
and hy the cost of the tal:ing of the Census and the preparation of 
the Decennial Tables. 

The principal head: under which the expenditure in 1910-11 
was less than in 1909-10 were : Medical and Health Rs. 55,599, 
Poor Rs. 36,842 and charge on account of Public Debt Rs. 19,673. 

The expenditure on Establishments amounted to Rs. 3,432,404 
as compared with Rs. 3,480,220 in the preceding year and 
Rs. 5,503,434 in 1907-08, the year in which the expenditure was 
highest. ‘Lhere is a decrease of Rs. 47,816 as compared with 1909- 
10 and of Rs. 71,030 as compared with 1907-08. The total ex-, 
penditure on personal emoluments rose from Rs. 8,053,841 in 
1904-05 to Rs. 3,401,870 in 1905-06 and Rs. 3,503,434 in 1907-08. 
This sudden rise is not due to increase in the Establishments 
but to re-classification of expenditure, the cost of the salaries of 
persons in continuous employment, principally in the Railway 
Department and on Plague preventive duties, bemg transferred from 
the sub-head “ Othe res” to © Personal emoluments.” In 
comparing the expenditure of subsequent years it will be necessary 
to take into consideration changes in the arrangement of the Esti- 
mates and the classification of expenditure. 


















Assets and Liabilities, 


The assets of the Colony on the 


Rs. 2,632,538 and the liabilities 
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30th. of June 1911 were 
Rs. 1,941,594 the assets thus ex- 


ceeding the liabilities by Rs. 690,644. 





The assets included :— Rs. 
Cash in the hands of the Receiver General and 
sub-accountants 724,460 
Investments at cost 663,669 
Temporary investments at Bank rate £ ‘ 16, 000 
at ls. 4d. 240,000 
Miscellaneous advances 354,550 
Advances on account of loan. authorized for me- 
chanical transport (Ordinance No. 34of 1902) 649,858 
The chief liabilities were :— 
General Deposits 1,872,559 
Loan Funds, unexpended 14,475 
Government of India .. 31,715 
sand Remittances 23,144 
There was brought to account during the year expenditure 
amounting to Rs. 1,611,481 on Railway re- “equipment. 


ebted 

and 
tof £ 990,024. 
net debt was £ 


The total inc 
was £ 1,296,090 
leaving a uet deb 

In 1894 the 
and a half times 
on the 30th. of June 
the normal revenue for the year. 





Under Ordinances No. 10 of 


of 1887 outstanding debentures 
Provision is made for t! 


sinking fund. 








The raising of a loan of £ 


advances to Planters to assist t 


animal transport on their estates was authorised by Ordinance No 


the annual revenue of £ 471,172. 
91] was a: 


Public Debt. 


ness of the Colony on the 80th. of June, 1911, 
the Sinking Funds amounted to £ 306,066 


1,147,409 and approximately two 
The net debt 
pproximately one and a third times 


1876, No. 19 of 1879 and No. 2 


are redeemed by annuai drawings. 


he repayment of other loans by means of a 


70,000 for the purpose of making 
hem in substituting mechanical for 
34 


of 1902. The loan was not raised but advances were made partly 
from Treasury balances and partly from temporary advances obtained 


from the Crown Agents. 
which there remained due in ea. 


The ae 


tual amount lent was £ 185,185 of 
pital sum on the 30th. June 1911 


£ 43,323 as compared with £ 63,282 on the 30th. of June 1910. 


The advances obtaine:| from the 
in February 1ylv. 
due to be made in September 19 
The Railway (Improvement) 
raising of a loan of £ 270,000 for 


Crown Agents were settled in full 


‘rhe last payments on account of sums lent are 


Loan Ordinance 1910 authorizes the 
he improvement and re- equipment 





of the > Railway: s. The loan has not yet been raised the expenditure in- 
curred having sofar been met by payment from surplus cash balances. 
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Currency and Banking. 


The Currency of the Colony consists of :— 


(1) The following Mauritius Bronze and Silver coins which 


are legal tender up to Rs. 5 : 
(a) Bronze : 1 cent, 2 cents, 5 cents. 
(b) Silver : 10 cents, 20 cents. 


(2) ‘The Silver rupee of India with its silver subdivisions. 
(3) Mauritius Government notes of Rs. 50, Rs. 10 and Rs. 5, 
On the 30th. June, 1911, the value of Currency notes in circu- 
lation was Rs. 5,080, 250. The specie held amounted to Rs. 2,760,000 
and the Investment and Depreciation Funds to Rs. 2,320,250 and 


Rs. 301,867 respectively. 


The Banks which do business in the Colony are the Bank of 
Mauritius Limited and the Mauritius Commercial Bank. 


Monicreariry or Port Lovis. 


The following is a comparative statement of the revenue and 
expenditure of the Municipality of Port Louis for the five years 


1907 to 1911 :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
Rs. Rs. 
1907 tee A w 512,172 502,916 
1908 bes ode . 476,130 500,776 
1909 tas Bag ve 484,840. 476,448 
1910 ne vss vee 528,494 504,058 
1911 Sis, eee v5 10,285 498,614 


The indebtedness of the Municipality up to the end of the year 


and the provision for paymentare shown below :— 


Repayments to 





Loan. Amount. beimadein1O19: 
Conversion Loan te ee » £111,100 £ = 2,145 
Electrie Lighting Loan a sx “8,000 333. 
Municipality Loan, 1908... sve MOE L M3 
Municipality Loan, 1909... we 4,643 179 

£127,314 £ 2,800 


Government Hurricane Loan, 1892...Rs. 50,334 
Manure Factory and Night Soil Ser- 

vice Loan sie is w= 10,000 
Municipality Loan, 1903... w= 14,000 





RBs. 74,334 








Rs. 7,588 


2,000 
2,000 





Rs. 11,588 


Ss 


8 mauritius, 1911. 


Locat Boaxps. 


There are Boards of Commissioners for the Towns of Curepipe, 

Beau Bassin and Rose Hill and Quatre Bornes which are entrusted 
- with the general improvement and conservancy of these towns. 

The Board of Curepipe receives the amount of taxes on vehicles 
and animals collected m the town and of licenses paid by traders 
and others. The Board may also levy a tax not exceeding one per 
cent. on house property. The two other Boards receive the amount 
of the taxes paid on vehicles and animals in the towns and may also 
levy a similar tax on house prop: 

The following tables show the 
Boards for the past five years :— 















vevene and expenditure of the 





Curepipr, 

































































| LOOS-7. | 1907-8, | 
Revenue ... 68,510 
Expenditure | 72,008 
| 
Beau Bassty ayp Ross Hitt. 
1906-7. | 1907-8. | 1968-9. eer | 1910-11. 
| ee L 
Rei | 
Revenue os a i 370d | 36 bay 
Expenditure “at as |\F302 164. 87,695 Hl 36, 
Quarre Bory 
1906-7. | 1907-8, | 1908-9, 
Res, | Rs. 
Revenue ... IB.S15 | 13.842 
Expenditure 13.865 
Below will be found a siatement of the debts of the 








Curepipe Net Amount of Debt Rs. 
Beau Bassin and Rose Hill a s 
Quatre Bornes i 


There is a District Board for each of the eight rural districts of 
the Island. ‘fo them is entrusted under Ordinance No. 9 of 1900 
the maintenance of the branch roads, 
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They receive as revenue a contribution from Government equi- 
valent to 10 0/o of the direct taxes collected in each District during 
the year and an addition of 10 0/o to the direct taxes to be levied in 
each year in each district, exclusive of Port Louis and the Townships. 
The additional 10 o/o to be levied on the direct taxes may be increased 
to 25 o/o subject to the approval of the Governor in Executive Council. 
The Government contribution amounted in 1910-11 to Rs. 10,495. 

The powers of the District Boards were extended by Ordinance 
No. 35 of 1902 to include the construction, maintenance and manage- 
ment of water works. For this purpose they receive an annual contri- 
bution from Government, which in 1910-11 amounted to Rs. 76,000, 
and also the proceeds of water rates and of charges paid for water 
supplies. 


IIl.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 


Imports and Exports. 


The Customs returns for the year 1911 show the aggregate value 
of Imports and Exports, exclusive of specie, to be Rs. 77,854,660 
the value of Imports being Rs. 37,440,332 as compared with 
Rs. 35,014,664 in 1910. Import duties however yielded Rs. 74,882 
more in 1910 than in 1911 when there were large importations from the 
United Kingdom of materials for the re-equipment of the Government 
Railways upon which no duties were paid. The exact value of these 
importations as appearing in the Customs returns is not easily deter- 
+ minable as they are classified in various groups, but an approximate 
estimate may be arrived at by a comparison of the total imports from 
the United Kingdom the value of which was Rs. 11,282,129 in 1910 
and Rs. 11,995,549 in 1911-in spite of a large decrease in the last 
year in the value of Textile Manufactured Articles. The largest 
Increase is in Hardware and Cutlery the importations of which from 
the United Kingdom increased by Rs. 1,700,000 in 1911. Under this 
head most of the material for the re- equipment of the Railways 
appears to have been classified and following the method adopted by 
the Customs for determining the value of importations the total value 
of these materials, although | the Railway Department returns a lower 
figure, may be estimated at approximately 2 millions of rupees. 

The aggregate value of Imports and Exports, excluding specie, 
for the years s from 1908 to 1911 was as follows :— 

















Year. Imports. Exports. | Total. 
Rs. Rs. 
1908 26,199,606 33, ay: 381 | 59,890,987 
1909 27,013,970 34,424,923 | 61,438,893 
1910 35,014,664 36,528,536 71,543,200 
1911 37,440,332* 40,414,328 | 77,854,660* 





*Including Railway re-equipment materials, 
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The value of Imports from, and Exports to the United Kingdom, 
British Possessions and Foreign Countries during the same years is 
shown below, (specie is not included) :— 








Imports from Exports to 
(Unit Rs. 1,000.) (Unit Rs. 1,000.) 
a4 } a8 
Year. | United British | 22 | Unitea | Britin | 38 
pe 25 
Kingdom. | Possessions. | © 5 Kingdom. | Possessions.| © 5 
oO oO 








1908 6,627 18,282 | 6,339 3,887 29,212 590 
1909 7,437 12,288 | 7,287 4,315 29,667 441 
1910 11,282 16,225 | 7,506 8,267 | 27,863 397 





191] 11,995* 18,130 | 7,313 13,397 22,170 | 4,846 














The following tables show the percentage of Imports from, and 
Exports to the United Kingdom, British Possessions and Foreign 



































Countries during each of the last five years :— 
Imports. 
From 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911 
United Kingdom .,. w.] 27.8 | 25.3 27.5 32.2 | 32.1+ 
British Possessions we] 49.7 50.5 45.5 46.4 48.4 
Foreign Countries... we] 22.5 24,2 27.0 21.4 19.5 
Beports. 
To 1907 | 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 
United Kingdom ... «| 16.0 11.5 12.5 22.6 33.1 
British Possessions vee| OE 86.7 86.2 76.3 54.9 
Foreign Countries... s 4.3 18 13 11 12.0 
An examination of the returns of imports and exports shows 








that—the United Kingdom and British Possessions supply most of 
the Colony’s needs and purchase nearly all its produce; the supplies 
from Foreign Countries are mainly in the groups (1) Food, Drink 
and Tobaeco and (2) Manufactured Articles; owing to the failure 





*Including Railway re-equipment materials. 
tIncluding Railway re-equipment materials, exclusive of which percentage is 
United Kingdom 28.2, British Possessions 51.2, Foreign Countries 20.6, 
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of the beet sugar crop a large quantity of Mauritius sugar was in 
the year 1911 diverted from the markets of India to those of 
Europe; in these markets the United Kingdom was by far the 
largest purchaser though purchases greatly in excess of former 
years were made by France and Spain; the trade of the Colony is 
principally with the United Kingdom and India and in normal years 
the trade with India represents nearly one-half of the aggregate 
import and export trade. 

In 1911 the total imports in the group Food, Drink and Tobac- 
co exceeded the value of the imports in 1910 by 23 millions of rupees 
the increase being due to larger 1mportations of Rice, Dholl and Wheat 
Flour from India. An apparent increase of half a million of rupees 
in the imports of Raw Materials from Foreign Countries is due to a 
reclassification of oils. In the group Manufactured Articles the total 
imports were about a million of rupees less than in 1910. Those from 
British Possessions and Foreign Countries fell by Rs. 765,000 and 
Rs. 825,000 respectively while those from the United Kingdom rose 
by Rs. 700,000 in the special circumstances already explained. 

In 1910 there were imported from India approximately two 
millions of rupees in specie as compared with four thousand in 1911, 
these fluctuations being due to importations made by the Banks and 
to exchange operations. Specie in silver was imported from France 
to the value of Rs. 157,000 in 1910 and of Rs. 134,000 in 1911, 
and there were re-exports to Madagascar to the value of Rs. 182,000 
in 1910 and Rs. 255,000 in 1911 evidently to meet payments for 
the purchase of cattle. 

Five commercial travellers deposited samples at the Customs: 
They all represented foreign firms and travelled in haberdashery, 
perfumery, hardware and earthenware. 

The chief articles contributing to the customs revenue in 1911 
were : 


Tobacco and Cigars. aa o ae 392000 
Grain (including rice, dholl, ete.) i «.» 680,000 
Wines... ae vas a Me ... 153,000 
Spirits... Ree es ee cee . 136,000 
Matches .., ie ald Ren a ... 116,000 
Cotton Manufactures... .». 118,000 


The export duty on sugar yielded Rs. 711,160. 


Imports. 


The value of the imports (including Railway re-equipment 
materials) in 1911 was greater by approximately 23 millions of 
rupees than in the previous year and by 104 millions of rupees 
than in 1909, 
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The largest increases as compared with 1910 occur under the 
following heads : 


Grain Co _ ae ae .. Rs, 2,251,000 
Hardware and Cutlery ... ae oe 1,732,000 
Machinery (Local Industries)... oe 498,000 
Manures and Fertilizers ... i ie 359,000 
Provisions (all sorts) tad nate oe 350,000 
The largest decreases occur under the following heads : 

Cotton manufactures oe an ... Rs. 847,060 
Coal a ee ie ey see 465,000 
Machinery (Mechanical Transport) dak 395,000 
Gunny bags and pockets ... He es 195,000 
Soap es mat ee a2 aa 123,000 
Malt Liquors and spirits ... ee sah 114,000 


The meat supply of the Island is obtained from Madagascar 
from which country it is shown that there were imported in 1911 
7,875 oxen of a total value of Rs. 847,692 giving an average of 
Rs. 107.6, as compared with 8,167 oxen of a total value of 
Rs. 799,975 and an average of Rs. 97.9 in 1910. The values given 
appear excessive as the average selling price of the oxen in the 
local market varies from Rs. 70) to Rs. 80 per head. The imports 
of rice, which is the chief article of food of the majority of the 
population, reached nearly 69,000 tons (metric) as compared with 
59,000 tons in the previous year, the value of the importations 
being Rs. 9,200,000 in 1911 and Rs. 7,400,000 in 1910. India 
supplied practically all the rice imported. There were no importations 
from the Straits Settlements from which 610 tons were imported in 
1910 and the importations from Madagascar fell from 203 tons to 
29 tons. The imports of dholl from India increased from 4,808 tons 
value Rs. 550,000 to 7,207 tons vaiue Rs. 814,000. The imports of 
wheat flour from Australia fell from 2,702 tons value Rs. 396,000 to 
1,977 tons value Rs. 271,000 while those from India rose from 5,148 
tons value Rs. 632,000 to 7,370 tons value Rs. 917,000. There conti- 
nue to be imported supplies which the Colony aprears to be capable of 
prouucing at least in quantity sufficient to make production profitable. 

The importations of coal decreased by 22,500 tons, a quantity 
approximately equivalent to the increase of the importations in 1910 
over those of the previous year. The United Kingdom is the 
principal source of sypply and there were marked decreases in the 
quantities imported from Australia and South Africa. The value of 
manures and fertilizers showed a still further increase of Rs. 859,000 
and it will be observed that 2,927 tons of guano value Rs. 135,000 
were imported from Seychelles in 1911 ax compared with 610 tons 
value Rs. 20,000 in 1910. 

There was an increase of Rs. 498,000 in the value of imports 
of machinery for local industries and a decrease of Rs. 395,000 
ju machinery for mechanical transport, The following tableg 
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give the value and country of origin of importations under the 
pod eae, and Mechanical Transport for the years 1907 
0 ; 


Machinery. 





Country. 1907 | 1908 | 1909 1910 1911 Total. 








United Kingdom) 4é 
France yee 





Germany le BOs Dera aly 9 tee 
Belgium an] 2,782) 867, 8,414) 
Other countries.. 810 463 


Total _ .../472,815 264,464] 849,44811,061,715)1,559,287'3,707,782 
1 




















Mechinicat Transport. 





Country. 1907 | 1908 | 1909 1910 1911 Total. 





ts. ts, Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Germany 50,681] 210,402) 898,845) 150,587) 1,051,241 
Belgium 1,233] 62,696] 140,277] 72,282; 368,867 


United Kingdom 
France... Hee 
United States... 


Total ...| 861,691) 76,428, 845,043} 646,958) 252,157/1,685,277 


13,920) 59,726] 106,909) 29,388) 224,347 
1,707} 15,219 9271, 31,935 
gss7| Pe 8,887 


























The value of machinery for local industries imported in 1911 
was Rs. 1,559,000 and the imports during the last five years have 
reached the not inconsiderable total of Rs. 3,700,000. Practically all 
the machinery comes from the United Kingdom but in 1911 a power- 
ful sugar mill was imported from France. The rolling stock for the 
light tramways is of foreign manufacture. Two steam ploughs value 
Rs. 46,700 were imported during the year from the United Kingdom. 

The use of motor cars and motor cycles has developed rapidly in 
the last 3 years. In 1907 13 cars and 2 cycles were imported and in 
1908 6 cars and 3 cycles, while during the last 3 years 142 cars valued 
at Rs.697,000 and 37 cycies valued at Rs. 23,500 have been imported. 
The average value of the cars imported rose from Rs, 4,380 in 1909 to 


Rs. 5,580 in 1911 and of cycles from Rs, 588 to Rs.769. 
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The following table shows the countries which export goods to 
Mauritius and the value of the goods exported, exclusive of specie, 
in the years 1910 and 1911 :— 


Country Exports to Mauritius. 

_ 1910 1911 
British India... ... Rs. 13,237,000 .. Rs, 15,711,000 
United Kingdom... ae 11,282,000 see ¥*11,995,000 
France... ae hat 3,089,000 oe 3,817,000 
Madagascar Sa ae 1,069,000 = 997,000 
Australia ... tas a 1,059,000 Se 618,000 
United States... on 889,000 ta 630,000 
Germany ... ee ada 721,000 a 451,000 
Transvaal... Ma be 671,000 os 612,000 
Cape Colony aA oe: 434,000 de 498,000 
Natal a fe oe 375,000 cise 190,900 
Belgivm ... is Ae 506,000 any 887,000 
Réunion ... Ree as 317,000 ie 340,000 
Straits Settlements eas 248,000 ne 213,000 
China an Ba as 168,000 a 202,000 
Seychelles Sy a 55,000 144,000 


The United Kingdom, British India or British Possessions are 
the largest suppliers of wearing apparel, bacon, gunny bags, beer in 
casks and bottles, books, bran, chemicals for manures, cement, coal, 
confectionery, dholl, gram, oats, rice, flour, cotton, salt fish, ghee, 
hardware and cutlery, iron nails, wrought iron, boots and shoes, 
machinery for local industries, manure (bone), provisions preserved), 
salt, soap, whisky, stationery, tea, tin, umbrellas (cotton), shooks, 
sleepers, timber, woollen goods. 

Foreign countries are the largest suppliers of apothecavies’ 
wares, oxen, butter, candles, clocks and watches, enamelled ware, 
glassware, haberdashery, jewellery, light tramway wagons, locomo- 
tives and materials, matches, motor cars, petroleum, cigarette 
paper, perfumery, potatoes, satin and ribbons, brandy, gin, wine, 
sulphur, tobacco and cigars, toys, umbrellas (silk), woollen blankets. 

Exports, 

The total value of the Exports, excluding specie but including 
charges, was in 1910 Rs. 36,528,536 and in 1911 Rs. 40,414,328. 

The following table shows the value and the destination of the 


products of the Colony, other than sugar, which were exported in 
1910 and 1911: 





Exported to 





Product. Year. | 











United British Foreign —s 

| Kingdom. | Possessi Countries. | Total. 

| Rs, { S. Rs, Rs. 
Molasses vel 1910 462 | 510,265 at 510,727 
1911 et 292,964 % 292,971 
Run... sa] 1910 15,024 14,737 29,761 
1911 24,137 13,377 39,671 
Aloe Fibre ...) 1910 536,458 2,116 627,501 
1911 556,634 3,561 605,553 








_ . Sd a 
® Including Railway re-equipment m!€yials, 
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The following table shows the principal countries to which 
sugar was exported during the calendar years 1910 and 1911: 


1910. 1911, 

Country tons.* tons.* 

British India Sez i ... 140,510... 106,157 
United Kingdom ... bea we 47,316 1... 77,672 
Cape Colony ta a w. 19,187... 17,047 
Hong-Kong es ney on 8,854... 882 
Australia ... de a Be 1,860... 1,500 
Portuguese East Africa ... vee V6), sss 1,279 
Natal 78% rr ats Rs 740... 665 
Seychelles... wee ue ae 304... 268 
Aden oe Aes Se ae 877... 332 
British East Africa a aes Bee ae 265 
Zanzibar ... ‘be on Sa 992) a 123 
Ceylon... we ioe se 13 ees 385 
France... ae wit a SL... © 19,544 
St. Helena an nts ae 43... 43 
Spain soe Sse ee eer ue 6,560 
St. Vincent ne oa Sine Rages ie 4,643 


It will be observed that although British India continues to 
be the largest purchaser of Mauritius sugar the exports to Europe 
were, owing to the failure of the beet crop, nearly equal to the 
exports to India. In 1911 77,672 tons were exported to the United 
Kingdom as compared with 47,316 tons in the previous year ; 
19,544 tons were exported to France as compared with 51 tons in 
1910 and 6,560 tons were exported to Spain which had not beena 
purchaser in recent years. Australia and South Africa can no longer 
be relied on as markets, Queensland and Natal having both become 
producers, The exports to Australia, which were formerly about one- 
third of the total crop, fell in 1911 to 1,500 tons. In Natal the 
sugar industry is reported to have developed rapidly in the last five 
years. The machinery of the mills has been improved and the area 
under cultivation has been greatly increased. The yield has risen 
from. 35,000 tons of sugar in 1907 to 92,000 tons in 1911 and it is 
expected that the 1912 erop will produce 112,000 tons, an amount 
nearly sufficient to supply all the requirements of South Africa 
—(Annual report (1911), Durban Chamber of Commerce). 


Agriculture. 
suGAR. 


The crop year for sugar begins on the Ist. of August and ends 
on the 31st. of July of the following year. For the purposes of 
comparison it is convenient to maintain this distinction. 





* Metric ton =1,000 kilogrammes. 


16 mauritius, 1911. 


The crop for the year closing on the 31st. of July 1912 owing 
principally to the extremely low temperature during the growing 
season was deficient in all the districts of the Island with the 
exception of that of Black River. 

The crop of 1910 produced 214,372 tons* of sugar ; the crop of 
1911 exclusive of local consumption was 165,806 tons or 23 o/o less 
than that of the previous year. This figure is arrived at in the 
following manner : 

Tons* 

Exports 1st. August 1911 to 31st. July 1912 ...165,567 

In store on 31st. July 1912—27,372 bags 

ie 31st. July 1911—24,317_,, 
Add balance in store (3,055 bags x 78.23 kilos 
the average weight of 1 bag) vas 289 





165,806 


The shortage in the crop was in a measure compensated by the 
unusually high price at which it was disposed of. The average 
selling price, as determined by the Chamber of Agriculture, was 
approximately Rs. 9.68 per 50 kilos giving to the crop a monetary 
value of about 82 millions of rupees and, on the assumption that 
the cost of producing 50 kilos of sugar is about Rs. 6.00, leaving a 
profit of over 12 millions of rupees. The average selling price in 1910 
was Rs. 7.09 per 50 kilosand in 1909 Rs. 8.50. With the exception 
of 1905 when the average price was Rs. 9.70 that of 1911 is the 
highest in the last 15 years. 

The weight and the monetary value of the crop for the last five 
years is shown below : 





Total Produce Monetary value 
Tons* unit Rs. 1,000,060. 
1906- 7 214,699 oa ps ae 28.3 
1907- 8 168,911 isi on aoe 24.9 
1908- 9 191,491 Bee mate nie 28.7 
1909-10 246,560 seh aon tie 41.9 
1910-11 214,372 mo a, sah 30.4 


1911-12 165,803 : 32.0 


The agricultural returns prepared in the Statistical Office of the 
Chamber of Agriculture show that on the 31st. of December 1911 
out of a total area of 439,451 arpentst in the Island, 144,480 arpents 
were under cultivation in sugar cane. The area shows practically 
no extension from the previous year in which there was an increase 
of 16,500 arpents as compared with 1909. During the year under 
review development in the sugar industry has taken place principall ly 
in improvement of the machinery of the mills which, with a further 





* Metric ton=1,000 kilogrammes. 
F Larpent=1.048 acre. 
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reduction of one, numbered 61 on the 31st. of December 1911. The 
value of the machinery imported, in addition to that made by local 
engineering firms, was 14 million of rupees in 1911, one million 
of rupees in 1910, and approximately 3% millions of rupees during 
the last five years. In consequence there has been a marked reduction 
in thé period of cane crushing and great improvement in the methods 
of manufacture. A powerful 14 roller mill of British make and a 
9 roller mill of French make were working during the last crop. 
Both these mills are stated to be capable of crushing 60 tons of 
cane per hour. The most interesting developments are however to 
be observed in improvement of the machinery for the treatment 
of the masse-cuite and the recovery and curing of the sugar. 
The adoption of the process of crystallisation in movement by 
means of malaxeurs or sugar mixers, the replacement of the 
earlier forms of centrifugal machines or turbines by those of 
the Weston type and double curing of the crystals cannot fail 
to have an important effect on the output of the high grade 
consumption white sugar which the Colony exports. The quantity 
of sugar present as crystals in first masse-cuites, irrespective of 
their purity, does not greatly vary. A pure juice produces crystals 
readily recoverable in the centrifugal niachines but the small 
crystals contained in masse-cuite resulting from juice of low purity 
pass through the perforated baskets in the turbines and are only 
recovered from the molasses at a later stage in the form of low 
syrups. The mechanical action of crystallisation in movement 
permits the fine grain to deposit on crystals already formed so that 
a larger quantity of first grade sugar is recovered in the centrifugals. 
The yield is further increased by the process of double curing which 
though commonly practised in sugar manufacture was only introduced 
into Mauritius in the course of 1911 by Mr. W. P. Ebbels at Beau 
Séjour. When the operations of separating the sugar from the 
molasses, of washing the crystals with water and purging them 
with high pressure steam are carried out in the same centrifugal 
machine there is a diminution in the output of sugar and in the 
quantity of masse-cuite cured. With double curing the washing 
and purging of the crystals are carried out in a separate machine, 
and a higher output results. These changes in the methods of 
manufacture and the use of improved machinery have had for their 
effect largely to increase the proportion of high grade sugar which 
is recovered from the masse-cuite as a first product. 

There was a further addition in the course of the year to the 





already considerable list of insect pes 
in the appearance of the hitherto 


ts which attack the sugar cane 
unidentified Phytalus Smithi. 





The damage was fortunately con 


fined to a small area in the 


Pamplemousses district. The young virgin plantations suffered 
most, large numbers of larve being found at the roots of the 
canes and in the ground between the lines of canes. In the 
plantations where the larvae were most numerous the ground 
was ploughed and insecticides freely used, but it was not until later 
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when the adult beetle appeared that destruction could be most 
effectively undertaken. The beetles remain buried in the soil 
during the day and only take their short flight at sunset. Large 
numbers of the beetles were collected after dark on hedges, trees 
and grass and were destroyed. The damage which borers are doing 
to the sugar cane is specially referred to in the report for 1911 of 
the Director of the Station Agronomique and concerted measures 
for the protection of the cane plantations from insect pests and from 
disease deserve serious consideration. 


Other Industrees. 


There is no progress to record in other forms of cultivation than 
that of the sugar cane and the history of the Colony shows that 
development is unlikely to take place without the active assistance of 
a technical staff and the establishment of agricultural education 
beginning in the primary schools. Reference was made in the report 
of 1910 to the possibility of development in the “ Mauritius hemp” 
industry and the need for improved machinery. here are over 50 
fibre factories in the island and the area producing fibre is returned 
at 20,000 arpents. Automatic machinery is generally employed 
elsewhere for the manufacture of sisal hemp but the adaptability 
of the same machines for use with the leaves of furcroea gigantea 
has not been established. At least one important firm of manufac- 
turers is engaged in adapting the sisal machines to the peculiarities 
of the leaves of furcroea gigantea by practical test. Mauritius seems 
to offer a profitable field for the conduct of such experiments. 

The Customs returns show considerable fluctuations in the im- 
ports of coffee, a beverage iargely consumed in the Colony. The 
quantities re-exported are small but the imports vary from 423,000 
kilos value Rs. 251,000 in one year to 135,000 kilos value Rs. 67,000 
in the following year. The average annual imports during the last 
five years have been 268,000 kilos value Rs. 149,000. A small quantity 
of coffee is produced locally and finds a ready market; it is however 
questionable whether it can be produced on a large scale owing to the 
liability of the tree to damage by violent storm and the existence of 
leaf disease. The tea shrub on the other hand is better able to resist 
storm and there are lands in the higher parts of the island admirably 
suited to its cultivation. Further the consumption of tea is becoming 
more general. The imports in 1884 amounted to 26,000 kilos 
value Rs. 35,000; in 1909 they were 48,000 kilos value Rs. 45,000 ; 
in 1910 they rose to 60,000 kilos value Rs. 55,000 and in 1911 to 
71,000 kilos value Rs. 70,000. The area under cultivation in tea in 
1911 is returned at 260 arpents showing only a very slight increase 
over the previous year. Allthe tea produced is disposed of locally the 
best quality being retailed at 95 cents of a rupee per pound : it would 
seem that production could with a factory fitted with modern plant 
profitably be undertaken on a larger scale than at present if only to 
supply the local demand, 
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These tables show that 217 vessels with a tonnage of 438,081 
reported during the year against 234 with a tonnage of 488,751 in 
the previous year, giving a total decrease of 17 vessels and a reduc- 
tion of 50,670 in tonnage :—215 vessels with a tonnage of 489,610 
cleared as against 236 with a tonnage of 497,516 in the previous 
year, showing a decrease of 21 vessels and a reduction of 57,906 in 
tonnage. 

In 1911 19 fewer ships reported with cargo than in the previous 
year the reduction in tonnage being 64,524, while the ships reported 
with ballast number two more in 1911 than in 1910, with an in- 
crease of 13,854 in tonnage. 

The clearances show a decrease of 21 vessels and of 57,906 in 
tonnage. Divided between vessels cleared with cargo and vessels 
cleared in ballast, the figures are as follows : 








Cleared with cargo. AN 15 tonnage 27,850 
Cleared with ballast ... Ses 6s 3 30,056 
21 57,906 


Distinguishing steam vessels from sailing vessels there has been 
a decrease of 6 in the number reporting and of 47,807 in topnage 
as compared with the previous year and a decrease of 10 in the num- 
ber cleared and of 54,075 in tonnage. The number of steamers re- 
porting with cargo is 13 less than in the previous year with a reduc- 
tion of 61,921 in tonnage, and the number of steamers reporting 
with ballast is 7 more than in the previous year with an increase of 
14,114 in tonnage. Two fewer steamers cleaved with cargo than in 
the previous year while the number of vessels clearing in ballast was 
less by 8. 

There was a decrease in the number of sailing vessels reporting 
with cargo of 6 and of those reporting in ballast a decrease of 5 in 
number. The number of sailing vessels cleared with cargo was less 
by 18 and of sailing vessels cleared with ballast greater by 2. 


TIIL—LEGISLATION. 


Among the more important legislative measures of the year are 
the following :— 

The Police Constitution (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 2) leaves 
the determination of the numbers, pay and organisation of the 
police force to the Governor with the approval of the Secretary of 
State. 

The District and Stipendiary Courts (Amendment) Ordinance 
(No. 3) gives discretionary power to District and Stipendiary Ma- 
gistrates, in civil causes or matters, to take evidence out of their 
Courts, in cases where a party or a witness cannot attend through 
serious and lawful impediment. 

Lhe White Phosphorus Matches Prohibition Ordinance (No. 5) 
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gives effect to the provisions of the International Convention for 
the prohibition of the use of white phosphorus in the manufacture 
of matches, and is adapted from the Gibraltar Ordinance No. 2 of 
1910. 

The Plants Diseases Prevention Ordinance (No. 8) is borrowed 
from a Cyprus enactment and was introduced with the object of em- 
powering the Executive to take effective measures for destroying an 
insect pest which was threatening the sugar industry. The duration 
of the Ordinance was limited to one year. 

The Hurricane Loan Administration (Amendment) Ordinance 
(Wo. 9) amends the Hurricane Loan Administration Ordinances 
Nos. 13 of 1894 and 14 of 1907 by increasing the annual contribu- 
tion of the Government towards the payment of interest and sinking 
fund from Rs. 70,000 to Rs. 75,000 a year. 

The Public Contracts (Stamp and Registration) Ordinance (No. 10) 
settles troublesome and moot questions in respect of the stamping 
and registration of Government Contracts under the Stamp and 
Registration Laws by enacting that there shall be no fixed period 
for the registration of such contracts, and by exempting the con- 
tracts from stamp duties. 

The Surveyors (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 11) yequires Sur- 
veyors to deposit at one and the same time, and within the statutory 
delay for registration, the duplicate minutes of every memorandum 
of survey, at the Registration Office. The Ordinance further pro- 
vides for the suspension and dismissal of any Surveyor failing to 
cause a memorandum of survey made by him to be registered within 
the statutory delay. 

The Farmers Protection Ordinance (No. 18) is the outcome of 
the recommendations of a Committee appointed to consider what 
protection against predial larcenies could be afforded to small culti- 
vators and farmers ; it provides for the registration of “ farmers ” 
within the meaning of the Ordinance, and for the better control of 
persons selling, hawking or being found in possession of vegetables, 
animals and poultry. 

The Post Office (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 14) regulates the 
conveyance of inland and foreign parcels and the issue and trans- 
mission of money and postal orders on the lines of the Imperial 
Statutes. 

The Explosives (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 15) adapts to the 
existing legislation (Ordinance No. 30 of 1884-85) provisions bor- 
rowed from the Trinidad and Tobago Explosives Ordinance (No. 15 
of 1907) in respect of search for, seizure, detention and forfeiture 
of explosive substances. 

The Eaplosire Substances (Offences) Ordinance (No. 16) 
strengthens the existing penal law by adapting to local circumstan- 
ces some of the repressive provisions of the Imperial Statutes (46 
& 47 Vict. Cap. 3 and 24 & 25 Vicr. Cap. 97, Sections 9 and 10), 
in respect of the criminal use of explosives. 
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IV.—EDUCATION. 
Primary Education. 


The Primary schools at the end of the year 1911 numbered 148 
of which 60 were Government and 88 Aided schools. The number of 
Government scliools has been reduced from 67 in 1908 principally 
by the amalgamation of separate schools for Boys and Girls in the 
same locality. The reduction of one in 1911 is due to the closing of 
the school at Black River, the few children attending it being able to 
obtain instruction at the Aided schools in the neighbourhood. Of the 
Aided schools there were 67 Roman Catholic, 18 Church of England, 
2 Presbyterian and 1 Mahomedan. There is an increase of one in the 
number of Roman Catholic schools as compared with the previous 
year, one Church of England school having been taken over. 

The number of Primary schools, Government and Aided, and 
the number of pupils for the years 1907 to 1911 are shown in the 
following table :— 





Government Schools. | Aided Schools. 
Annual Annual Annual Annual 
Number average average Number average average 
Years, of number of | number of of number of | number of 
Schools. | pupils on | pupilsin | Schools. | pupils on | pupils in 
roll. attendance. roll. attendance, 





1907 | 67 8,615 | 5,670 90 10,367 | 6,918 
1908 | 67 8,359 | 5,242 88 10,226 | 6,779 
1909 | 64 8,634 | 5,433 88 10,651 | 7,284 
1910| 61 9,326 | 5,951 88 11,621 | 7,934 
1911} 60 9,421 | 6,030 88 11,589 | 7,972 














The average attendance in Government and Aided schools for 
the year was 14,002 with a roll of 21,010,showing an average 
attendance of 66.6% of the number of pupils on the roll. There is 
a slight improvement as compared with 1910 when with a roll of 
20,947 there was an average attendance of 13,885 or 66.2% of the 
number of pupils on the roll. The figures for 1909 were 19,285 and 
12,667 or 65.6%. ‘The number of pupils on the roll and the 
number in average aitendance have increased although the increases 
are comparatively not so great as in the previous year. The number 
of pupils on roll and the number in average attendance in the year 
1911 are higher than in any previous year. 

The number of Indian children attending the Primary schools 
in 1911 was 8,175, as compared with 7,462 in 1910, 7,125 in 1909 
and 6,996 in 1908. The increase is probably in some measure due 
to the age at which minors may enter into a written contract of 
service having been raised from 10 to 13 in 1908. 

Of the total number of pupils on the roll in the six standard classes 
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60 o/o passed the examination tests as compared with 62 0/o in 1910 
and 53.64 o/o in 1909, while of the number of pupils who were 
presented for examination 63 o/o passed in 1911 as compared with 
65 o/o in 1910 and 57.59 o/o in 1909. The results as compared 
with those of recent years, and if allowance is made for the increase 
in school attendance, may be considered as generally satisfactory, 
but it should not be overlooked that there have not for some time 
been any changes in the subjects of study. Instruction however 
appears frequently to be directed too much to the attainment of 
examination results at the cost of important matters which are not 
directly tested by examination as is shown by the following extract 
from the annual report of the Director of Public Instruction 

“The reports which I have received from the Inspectors and 
“ my own observations indicate that there is much to be done, which 
“could be done by the present staff of Inspectors, to remedy the de- 
“fects in the methods of teaching and organisation, if arrangements 
“could be made to give the Inspectors more time for this work. At 
“ present any improvement which the Inspectors can produce in the 
“schools is produced mainly by showing up their deficiencies by 
“means of examinations. It would be better if the Inspectors could 
“spend less time in showing what the teachers ought todo and more 
“in showing them how to do it. At present, too, no part of the 
“emoluments of a teacher or of the payments made to a school 
“depends upon the general quality of the teaching and organisa- 
“tion, as tested by inspection of the schoolwork as it is carried on 
“day by day. And the system encourages teachers to believe that 
“nothing has to be done by them but to produce examination 
“yesults and that examinations are the only proper test of their 
“ efficiency. Any advice to encourage good handwriting or tidiness 
“or system or quiet behaviour in the children or anything that is 
“not directly represented by a result grant in the Code is in too 
“many cases listened to with little seriousness and very soon 
* forgotten”. 

The total expenditure for the year on the salaries of, and grants 
to Teachers in Primary schools amounted to Rs. 293,634 of which 
Rs. 135,393 was expended on Government schools and Rs. 158,241 
on Aided schools. The figures for 1910 were Rs. 292,608, 
Rs. 133,885 and Rs. 158,722 respectively. The cost to Government 
of a pupil in a Government school was Rs. 19.48 and in an Aided 
school Rs.15.14 as compared with Rs. 19.75 and Rs. 15.14 in 1910. 

There are open annually to pupils of Primary schools six 
scholarships and. six exhibitions at the Royal College for which there 
is keen competition. The exhibitioners receive free tuition and the 















scholars free tuition and an allowance of 
were 1/0 candidates in 191] against 128 
dates failed in the test examination and 
number of marks. The number of candid 
schools was 109 and from Aided schools 3 


Rs. 100 a year. There 
in 1910. Eight candi- 
26 scored the minimum 
ates from Government 
as compared with 81 





from Government and 47 from Aided schools in the previous year, 
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Secondary Education. 


Secondary Education is provided by the Royal College, two 
schools in connection with it and associated schools. 298 
candidates from 13 associated schools were presented for examination 
of whom 84 passed. There were in December 1911, 204 pupils at the 
College, 101 at Curepipe School and 60 at Port Louis School. Of the 
365 pupils at the College and its two schools, 112 did not pay fees. 

There were 23 candidates for the London Matriculation Exa- 
minations in 191], six of whom passed, one in the First Division. 

There were 91 candidates for the Senior Cambridge Exainina- 
tion, 29 out of the 68 candidates from the College, and one of the 
28 others passed. Out of 29 candidates from the Royal College for 
the Junior Cambridge Examination 16 passed. 

There are scholarships and exhibitions in all the classes of the 
College and there are two valuable scholarships to enable pupils of 
the College to continue their studies in Europe. 

There are 23 girls’ schools which are affiliated to the Royal 
College in connection with the scheme for the Higher Education of 
Girls. The number of candidates who were presented for examina- 
tion was 374 of whom 142 obtained Honours Certificates and 42 
Pass Certificates. Eighteen girls entered for the Senior Cambridge 
Local Examination of whom 6 passed. Ten entered for the Junior 
Division and two passed. The total sum expended in 1911 on the 
Higher Education of Girls was Rs. 7,275 as compared with 
Rs. 8,590 in 1910. 





Training of Teachers. 

There are Government Training schools for men and for women. 
There were 10 candidates from the Men’s Training School for the 
second class teacher’s certificate, of whom 8 passed. There were 
three candidates from the Women’s Training School for the second 
class certificate, and one candidate for the third class certificate, all 
of whom passed. 

The following table shows the number of candidates for certifi- 
































cates and the number who passed during the year : 
Candidates. Successful. 
Class of 
Certificate. 
Men. | Women. | Total-| Men. | Women. | Total. 

Second ... ...) 85 6 41 i7 4 | 21 
Third ... ...) 41 29 70 7 IE. |) 48 
Monitors’ | 105 81 186 22 15 | 37 

Total ...| 181 116 | 297 46 30 | 76 
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There are 632 certificated Teachers employed in Government 
and Aided schools of whom 150 are Head ‘Teachers, 147 Assistant 
Teachers and 335 Monitors. 


Technical Education. 


There are eight mechanical engineering apprenticeships for 
which there were 110 candidates as against 104in 1910. There are 
two agricultural apprenticeships for which there were 22. candidates 
and two engineering studentships for which there were 5 candidates. 

Needlework receives attention in Girls’ schools and the work of 
the pupils continues to show improvement. 45 candidates entered 
for the needlework competition to four of whom apprenticeships 
were awarded. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals and Dispensaries. 


There are 13 Hospitals, including 5 in connection with the Pri- 
sons and Reformatory, and there is also a Hospital ward with 30 
beds attached to the Lunatic Asylum. The eight public Hospitals 
have 947 beds. The total number of “ cases ” treated at all hospitals 
as indoor patients was 18,074 and as out patients 6,783 as compared 
with 18,128 and 5,690 in 1910. The number of *‘ cases ” treated at 
27 dispensaries was 62,384. 


Lunatic Asylum. 


There is a Lunatic Asylum and a Lunatic Ward in connection 
with the Poorhouse of Barkly Asylum. There were 456 patients in 
the Asylum on the 31st. December 1911 as compared with 416 on 
the corresponding date of the previous year and the daily average 
rose from 422 in 1910 to 430.9. The total number of certified luna- 
tics in the Colony on the 31st. of December 1911, including patients 
out on probation and p its in the Lunatic Ward of Barkly Asy- 
lum, was 660 : 406 males and 25-4 females, giving a proportion cf one 
insane to 564: of population. There were 25 criminal lunatics of whom 
21 were males and + females. 


Poor Lelief. 














Barkly Asylum is the only institution under the direct control 
of the Poor Law Commissioner at which paupevs reccive institutional 
relief. 
The buildings of Barkly Asylum were oviginally aequived for 
the purpose of affording institutional relief to the poor. The hospi- 
tal was later placed entirely under the control of the Medical Depart- 
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ment and has come to be used as a general hospital for the district. 
Arrangements also exist at various religious institutions for the 
ynaintenance of aged and infirm paupers at fixed rates, and there is an 
asylum for pauper Jepers-in, which patients are maintained at the 
public expense. ‘The maintenance of paupers at these iustitutions forms 
whe larger part of the expenditure of the Poor Law Department, which 
amounted to Rs. 224,000 in 1911 as compared with Rs. 239,000 in 
1910. 

The Poor Law Commissioner reports that there was a further 
decrease in the number of cases in which relief was afforded exclusive 
of dispensary treatment. Distinguishing medical relief from other 
forms of relief the number of “ cases” treated free in the Public 
Hospitals, fell from 14,537 in 1910 to 13,800 in 1911; 250 cases 
are shown to have been treated atthe public expense at Canal Street 
Convent Hospital as against 202 in 1910 and 156 lepers to have 
been maintained at the public cost at St. Lazare Asyium as against 
176 in 1910. ‘here were 52,552 applications at the Public Dis- 
pensaries for free medicines as compared with 48,009 in 1910. 

The recipients of institutional relief during the year are shown 
as numbering 1,869 as compared with 1,989 in 1910. In 191% 
there were 995 aged and infirm, 640 feeble minded and 234 children, 
in 1910 the aged and infirm numbered 1,110, the feeble minded 617 
and the children 262. 

‘The number of persons receiving out-door relief, permanent or 
temporary, is shown to be 8,353 of whom 773 were males and 2,580 
females as compared with 3,405 in 1910 of whom 834 were males 
and 2,571 were females, 


Savings Bank, 


At the Government Savings Bank there was on the 30th. June 
1911 a sum of Kis. 3,254,195 to the credit of 28,082 depositors as 
compared with Rs, 3,U0U,028 to the eredit of 27,316 depositors on the 
30th. June 1910. ‘The investment funds amounted to Rs. 3,494,171. 
Intervst is allowed at the rate of 3 o/o. 

‘The following table shows the nuinber of depositors who be- 
longed to the General and Indian populations and the amount 
standing to their credit on the 30th. June 1911. 


Number Rs. 
General population... we 15,634 1,710,204 
Indian population... ay, 12,398 1,543,991 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS 
Police, 


The authorised strenath of the Police on the 51st. of December 
1911 was 1 Inspector General, 7 Ispectors, 12 Sub Inspectors, 
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1 Staff Sergeant Major, 2 Check Sergeants, 41 Sergeants, 3 Mounted 
Orderlies, 50 Corporals, 402 European and Creole Constables, and 
205 Indian Constables: 63 men were enlisted in 1911 and the total 
number of dismissals was 6. 


Criminal Statistics, 
The number of offences reported to the Police in 1911 was 


23,725 as against 22,254 in 1910. 
They may be classified as follows : 





Homicide os oar eee per 29 
Other offences against the person ee 9,454 
Preedial Larceny ove ag we BAL 
Other offences against vers ty 2 .. 5,570 
Other offences , 4 Sue .. 8,331 

23,725 


Tn connection with these offences 12,335 persons (including 565 
persons arrested on suspicion) were apprehended by the Police or 
summoned before the Magistrates. In 15,088 of the cases no per- 
son was charged. 

The total number of persons brought before the Magisterial 
Courts (District, Stipendiary and Bench of Magistrates) in 1911 
was 21,842 ; of these the number prosecuted was 18,105 including 
persons tried before a Bench of Magistates or committed to the 
Court of Assizes. The number discharged for want of prosecution 
by party complaining or for want of evidence was 3,737. 

The cases prosecuted in the District Courts (including pre- 
liminary inquiries with a view to commitment to the Assizes and 
Bench cases) were distributed as follows :— 





































| Discharged | Dismissed Committed 
r wa f Con- 
Offences. for pane ie on the to the 
prosecution or; victions, 
evidence. j merits, 
Against the person... | 149 a 935 19 
Preedial Larceny sae ule 8 15 159 
Other offences against property 1,836 402 1,691 185 
_ Offences against Revenue, Mu- 
nicipal, Road and other laws 
relating to the social evono- 
my of the Colony... es 307 296 8,753 4 
Other offences ... ore we 101 | 280 2,940 
Total ... J 2401 1,527 14,478 | 208 
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The total number of persons prosecuted before the District 
Courts during the last five years was distributed as follows : 








tre con.| Other offences 

1907 “1,044 453 | 2,696 | 12,893 17,086 
1908 994 | 1,156 | 3,014 | 10,888 16,052 
1909 1,192 432 | 2,699 | 12,086 16,409 
1910 1,828 206 | 1,935 | 12,085 15,499 
1911 1,398 174 | 2,368 | 12,273 | 116,213 




















The convictions (including committal to the Assizes) before the 
District Courts for the same period were as follows :— 








Year. ssi th Praia lr) Other offenees | oPner ofences, 
1907 | 722 428 2,169 12,370 
1908 | 732 | 1,044 2,520 10,798 
1909 | 849 370 2,223 11,235 
1910 | 1,003 175 1,493 11,449 
1911 | 954 159 1,876 11,697 

















There were 32 cases in which 153 persons were brought before 
the Assizes in 1911. Of these 94. persons were acquitted or discharged 
in cases of plunder committed by bodies or bands with open force 
under article 352 of the Penal Code in connection with the disturb- 
ances of the 19th. of January 1911. The number of convictions 
whether on graver or subsidiary charge was 54, 
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The following table shows the number of persons convicted at the 
Assizes during the last five years and the offences for which they 
were convicted. 



























































st Including attempts to commit the several 
u “A offences. 
& 2 
3 3S 
z S 
= a 
a So 
a 2 a ' 
a é 5 e 
lcs 2 AT os | to 3 
g)2 iB a ee g 
2 | a/ze|3 a 
Year. | 2) 8 | 3 2 5 E ~ 
EIS]. |B g Ale & |3 
Sf ee e| 2] & “3 
aizl!3l* 3 g| 2/2] %21% 
Sie ele % Ff ea SA ules Sele oe 
Hisl| S| ele] Ss 218 leai/e2a13{#8 
eis ele | 2 3 2 Se be go pas 
Si;Sleia/E | 3 | le ltlFaleie 
ae A ae eae sea = a= | ¢ B)a)34 
we 1 21/B)anle)e] 8 S/S] pe/ 018 
SGi/Sile]/o,2/e|28 Qi] ao a 
ElSle elelelels e/2}3° | 8/8 
Bia S1si38 sleilé s|2 
2|al4/2/5/S5/4|4 o/al{A joa 
j 
1907 4) 2 2 . | 20) 18 15 a! 
1908 3 1 4 13 | 28} 21 2 
1909 3 1 2 30] 3 12 2 Be lee 
1910 3 6 24) 3 8 1 
SI) eek eer 8 | reall ecefeceay eee [eal 2s 2/49} 2 
In 1911 5 persons were tried at the Assizes for offences against 


. 


the person as compared with 36 in 1910, the number convicted 
being 3 in 1911 and 33 in 1910. The number of persons tried at 
the Assizes for offences against property was 148 in 1911 of whom 
51 were convicted and 16 in 1910 of whom 11 were convicted. 


Prisons AND REFORMATORY. 
There was a decrease of 364 in the number of prisoners admit- 


ted to prison after conviction as compared with 1910, the figures 
are ‘--— 


Males Females Total 
1910 4,249 188 4,437 
1911 3,905 168 4,073 


The number of prisoners under detention on the 31st. of Decem- 
ber 1911 was 774 as compared with 765 on the corresponcing date 
in the previous year. The daily average number under detention 
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shows a decrease of 61.2 compared with 1910, the daily average 
for that year being 920. against 859.30 in 1911. 

The deaths in the Prisons numbered 23 as compared with 21 in 
1910. 

The daily average number under treatment in the Prison Hos- 
pitals was 38.55 in 1911 as compared with 35.67 in 1910 : the pre- 
vailing diseases were malaria and dysentery. 

There were 16 escapes and the same number in 
of the prisoners who escaped were recaptured during the year. 

The number of offences against discipline by prisoners was 
2,595 as compared with 2,847 in 1910, The number is high but 
in a great measure due to the enforcement of a full task from pri- 
soners undergoing sentences of hard labour. 

The numbers admitted to the Reformatory in 
new boys, 43 ex-Reformatory boys, 4$ untried,— a 
against 166 in 1910. There was a decrease of 8°76 
average as compared with 1910. 

Of the 123 boys who were admitted on conviction, 86 entered 
the Institution with sentences of 6 months or less, of whom 55 were 
sentenced to a month cr less, and 22 of these to sentences varying 
between two and six days. 

One death occurred during the year, due to pneumonia. 
general state of health of the boys was fair except for the temporary 
appearance of bilharziasis. The admissions to hospital increased 
by 15 as compared with the previous year and two cases of typhoid 
were removed to Barkly Asylum Hospital, both patients recovering. 

The discipline among the boys was satisfactory ; there were 94 
departmental offences as against 121 in 1910. The offences were 
committed by 42 boys, 21 of whom infringed the rules for the 
first time. Two hoys of mischievous disposition together incurred 
20 reports. None of the offeuces were of a serious nature. 


VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 






910. Fifteen 


1911 were 80 
otal of 171 as 
in the daily 





The 





A Census of the population was taken on the night of Friday 
the 31st. of March 1911. The returns show that the resident popu- 
Jation of Mauritius and the adjacent islands, exclusive of the 
population of the Dependencies, of the Military in barracks and of 
foreign shipping, numbered 368,791 of whom 194,095 were males 
and 174,696 females. 

The population in 





barracks was returned as 1,602 and 84 officers 


and men residing out of barracks were e¢ 
population. The population of the Depend 
bringing the total population of the Colon 
exclusive of foreign shipping, up to377,083 
were males and 177,945 females. 

For the first time since the Census o 
Mauritius and the adjacent islands is foun 
tity being 2,232 less than in 1901, of whic 





uumerated in the general 
encies amounted to 6,690 
y and its Dependencies, 
persons of whom 199,188 


f 1846, the population of 
to be a decreasing quan- 
h 843 ig attributable to 
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a decrease in the general population and 1,389 to a decrease in the 
indian population. 

The general population was highest in 1861 when ‘it num- 
bered 1li, 416 ; it fell to 99,784 in Ts71 aud rose again to 114,668 
in 1891; during the following intercensal period it decreased by 
2,731 and fell” to 111,094 in 1911. ‘The indian population was 
greatest in 1901 when it numbered 259,08% : it fell to 257,697 in 
1911. In the total population the males have steadily decreased 
from 268,655 in 1851 to 104,095 in 1Y1] and in the general popu- 
lation the females now exceed ihe males. 

In the Census Report the returns of the civil condition of 
the population have for the first time ieen drawn up in age 
periods and the classification of occupations is imade to follow that 
of the report on the Census of the Brit Empire in 1901. The 
yeturns show a marked tendency on the part of the Tadian population 
o replace the Ge: cue population under the three main occupational 
classes—Professioval, Commercial and Industrial—and there is a 
large decrease in ae Indian Agricultural Class. 


























Births aint Beaths. 


ered during the year. The law 
5 tration and the number of 
births which were not registered owing to death intervening before 
registration was 1,258. he total number of births was accordingly 
14,584 of which 7,365 were males und 7,219 females. The deaths 
registered number 12,2 














Public Health, 


In commenting on the prevalence of sickness the Diréctor of 
the Medical and Health Department observes in his report for 
1911 that— 

“The disease that eaused most deaths was Malaria—4,313 
“deaths being attributed to this di alone, 4c. more than one- 
“third of the total. ue liable ; “ la fiévre ” is a 
“common and easy diagnosis wud is the cause of death usually 
“ given when the “registrs tiun is made by the friends of the de- 
‘ceased and without a certiticite from a medical man. The next 
“highest comes Pnenmonia with 1,186, Tuberculosis, 836, and 
“ Debility (Ankylostomiasis 4) 5U9. Adding the deaths caused by 
“these diseases and subtracting their sum from the total deaths, 
“we find that 58.5 o/o of the people who die in Mauritius die from 
“ diseases that are now looked upon us preventable ones and that 
“ with proper sanitary precautions it should be possible to reduce 
“ the death-rate of the Island cox y. As I have said above, 
“the figures for malaria are not reliable, but considering the 
* weakening of re ‘isting power caused by repeated attacks of ma- 
“Jaria, we may take it as certain thet though many of the deaths 
i recorded as due to malaria were not immediately due to that 
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“ disease, the possibility is that they would not have occurred if the 
“ patient had not been weakened previously by several attacks of 
“ fever during his life.” 

There was a decrease in the cases of plague, the total number- 
ing 173 as compared with 731 in 1910. The number in 1911 is, 
with the exception of 1908 when there were 167 cases, the lowest 
since the first outbreak in 1899: 131 cases were fatal giving a death 
rate of 75.7 o/o. The worst month of the year was January when $6 
cases were recorded ; then 22 in February, 5 in March and 6 in 
April the last being declared on 20th. April. No further case was 
reported until June 2nd. The next was reported on 27th. August 
and from September to the end of the year there were 51 additional 
cases. There was a sharp outbreak in the town of Rose Hill between 
the 18th. of November and the 11th. of December when there 
were 19 cases of which 13 proved fatal. An insanitary block of 
buildings in which the eases occurred was demolished and there 
has been no subsequent case in the town. 


Malaria, 


Malaria fever accounted for 2,117 cases appearing on the 
hospital returns. Malaria is distinctly on the decrease : the cases in 
1911 were 221 fewer than in 1910 and the lowest number in any of 
the last ten years. The following are figures for the years 1907 
tol911. 


Year... 1907 1908 1909 1910 111 


Cases ...4,272 5,07 3,929 2,388 = 1LT 


The case mortality was 0.59 0/o an increase of .01 0/0 as com- 
pared with the previous year. Of the total of 12,204 deaths in the 
Colony in 1911 4,313 were ascribed to fever. Corresponding to 
the decrease in the cases of malaria treated in the hospitals there is 
a decrease in the number of cases of splenic hypertrophy, the figures 
for 1908, 1909, 1910 and 1911 being 1195, S86, 561 and 380 res- 
pectively. 

The spleen census and treatment of school children with 
quinine has been continued and a number of minor anti-malarial 
works have been carried out wader the supervision of the officers of 
the Sanitary Branch of the Medical and Health Department. 





Pacetnation. 


The number of children presented for vaccination at the public 
vaccine stations was 11,290 as compared with 10,312 in 1910. Of 
this number the Public Vaccinators certified 11,090 to have been 
successfully vaccinated ; 68 vaccinations were unsuccessful. The 
percentage of suecessful vaccination was 98.2 o/o and of the infants 
born during the year 77 o/o were vaccinated. 
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Meteorological. 


Meteorological observations are taken at the Royal Alfred 
Observatory, Pamplemousses, and at eleven second order stations. 
The Observatory is about three miles from the West coast and is 
179 feet above sea level. There are considerable variations both in tem- 
perature and humidity in the different parts of the island, the coast 
districts being hotter and drier than the higher altitudes in the in- 
terior. Hurricanes occur between December and April which is the 
hottest season. 

The mean rain-fall from 73 stations was 79.97 inches as com- 
pared with 64.12 inches in 1910 (71 stations) and an average of 79.23 
inches. A severe drought commenced in July and persisted through- 
out the remainder of the year being exceptionally severe in November. 
The rain-fall at the Observatory for the year was 46.30 inches as 
compared with an average of 47.95 inches for the period 1875-1910. 
The number of “ rainy days ” recorded was 150 as compared with 
an average of 204, a “ rainy day ” being one in which .005 inches 
or more of rain was measured. 

The mean temperature of the air at the Observatory was 72°.8 
as compared with an average of 73°.4, the highest temperature re- 
corded being 92°.3 on the 2nd. and 5th. of December and the lowest 
54°.8 on the ]]th. and 12th. of June. The highest and lowest tem- 
peratures recorded at the Observatory between 1875 and 1910-were 
94°.7 on the 23rd. of December 1900 and 49°.9 on the 8th. of 
August 1907. 

The temperature abnormality curve showed a long negative 
wave lasting from January to August. This wave was a continua- 
tion of the period of Jow temperature which commenced in 1909, 
the mean monthly temperature being above normal in only one 
month out of the twenty-five from Avgust 1909 to August 1911 
inclusive. 

During the year 1911, so far as is yet known, there were eight 
cyclonic disturbances in the South Indian Ocean as follows :— 





January 28 to 3] March 29 to 31 

February lto 7 November 20 to 25 

March 7 to 12 5 25 to 29 
23 to 24 December 15 


The cyclone of March 29 to 31 caused some damage to crops 
and property in the Central and Southern portions of the Island, 
while that of November 25 to 29 passed near Rodrigues, and that 
of December over or near Agaléga, causing consilerable damage. 


VITI—POSTAL AND‘TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 


The total number of Offices open in 1911 was 63 of which 57 
were also Telegraph Offices. Forty-eight of the Post Offices are at 
Railway Stations and 15 are in districts at a distance from the 
Railway system, 
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The revenue for the year 1911 was Rs, 182,622 as compared 
with Rs, 202,733 in 1910. The expenditure was Rs. 156,830 in 
191] and Rs. 144,669 in 1910 leaving an excess of Revenue over 
Expenditure of Rs. 58,064 in 1910 and Rs. 25,792 in 191]. 

The total estimated number of letters, post cards, newspapers 
and postal packets, exclusive of parcels, which passed through the 
Post Office in 1911 was approximately 3,077,321 as compared with 
3,195,306 in 1910. Foreign letters, post cards and newspapers 
showed decreases as did Inland post cards and newspapers ; while 
there was an increase in Inland letters which may partly be ac- 
counted for by the introduetion of letter cards. The system of reply 
coupons was inaugurated towards the close of the year. The 
number of postal parcels received and despatched increased by 298, 
the figures being 14,803 for 1910 and 15,101 for 191]. The 
sumber of parcels received from abroad increased by 663 and the 
auty collected amounted to Rs. 41,212. 

The number of Inland money orders issued and paid was 
43,358 and their value Rs. 449,105 being an increase of 
Rs. 121,498 over the previous year. The number of money orders 
‘ssued on Foreign Countries was 9,322 and their value Rs. 272,466 
peing Rs. 12,349 less than in 1910. 

‘There was a large decrease in the money order business with 
Rodrigues the rates of commission having been raised in the course 
of the year. There was again an increase in the postal order 
business : the orders issued and received increased in number from 
5,318 to 6,435 and in value from Rs. 51,069 to Rs. 62,828. The 
increase in the orders issued was 438 in number and Rs. 3,581 in 
value and in orders received 679 in number and Rs. 8,177 in value. 

There are 359 miles of Telegraph and 110 miles of Telephone 
wires under the charge of the Department. Doring the year under 
review all the wires between Quatre Bornes and Curepipe and 
belween Montagne Blanche and Rivigre Séche were renewed. An 
‘eight pair (16 wire) cable was laid through the Central Railway 
Station. 

The Railway has not a telegraphic system of its own and the 
ordinary messages for the working of the traffic and for the adminis- 
tration of the Department are transmitted over the Post Office wires. 
The number of Railway messages and signals transmitted in1911 was 
132,401. The number of messages sent by the public increased 
in 1911. Out of a total number of 255,084: messages forwarded 
59,274. were sent by the public as compared with 47,713 out of a total 
of 270,643 in 1910. The receipts for the messages sent by the public 
amount to a little over, Rs. 25,123 in which charges for porterage 
are included. : 











IX.—RAILWAYS. 


There is a single line of Railway of 120 miles in length, The 
gauge is 4 feet 84 inches, 
The earnings from all sources for the yea# aimounted to 
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Rs.2,601,001as compared with Rs.2,761,529in 1910 being a decrease 
of 5.81 o/o. Excluding Government Traffic the earnings amounted 
to Rs. 2,392,482 being Rs. 170,360 less than in 1910. The services 
performed for Government Departments for which no cash pay- 
ments were made would at ordinary rates have cost Rs. 208,519 
of which Rs. 174,278 for Passenger Traffic, Rs. 29,455 for Goods 
Traffic and Rs. 4,786 for Parcels, representing $.02 o/o of the total 
traffic as compared with 7.19 o/o in 1910, 

The receipts for passenger traffic were greater than in any pre- 
vious year and amounted to Rs. 1,219,714. They exceeded the re- 
ceipts of 1910 by Rs. 52,652 and the mean of the last ten years by 
Rs. 102,787. The increase is principally in the ordinary 8rd. class 
tickets. It is difficult to estimate the exact effect of the more 
general use of motor cars during the last 8 years on the receipts for 
ist. and 2nd. class passenger traffic. The number of motor cars 
licensed in 1911 was 164 and of motor cycles 25. In 1908 the 
receipts from Ist. and 2nd. class season tickets were Rs. 124,842 
and from ordinary tickets Rs. 129,240 a total of Rs. 254,082. The 
figures for 1911 were Rs. 121,803, Rs. 142,793 and a total of 
Rs. 264,496. Whatever loss of traffic there may have resulted to 
the Railway it is probable that at least a part could be regained by 
the establishment of a quicker service of passenger trains on the 
busiest section of the line between Port Louis and Curepipe Stations 
which improvements in rolling stock and the system of working 
will eventually make possible. 

The following table shows the tonnage of Goods Traffic, ex- 
elusive of Government traflic, carried in 1910 and 1911: 


1910. 1911. Decrease, 











Sugar Canes w 157,762 131,418 = 26,344 
Sugar .. 172,062 138,164 33,898 


General Merchandize ... 209,888 182,342 27,546 





Total ... 539,712 451,924 87,788 

The total tonnage carried was $7,788 tons or 16.27 less in 
1911 than in 1910. This reduction is mainly due to the shortage 
in the sugar crop. The aggrezate earmngs for goods traffic were 
Rs. 203,015 or 15.27 o/o below those of 1910. ‘The earnings for 
sugar cane traffic were Its. 104,415 or 79.45 cents of a rupee per ton 
carried as compared with 79.19 cents in 1910. The earnings for 
sugar traffic were Rs. 538,917 or Rs. 3.90 per ton carried as 
against Rs, 3.80 in 1910. The earnings for general merchandize were 
Rs. 483,439 or Rs. 2.65 per ton carried as against Rs. 2.61 in 1910. 
The total expenditure charged to capital account including all sums 
paid from general revenue, surplus balances or loans up to the 31st. 
of December 1911 was Rs. 30,583,168* in which is included 
Rs. 2,377,000 advanced on account of the re-equipment of the 








* Figures subject to confirmation by the Treasury. 
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Railways and which is eventually to be met from loan funds. The 
working experses for 191] amounted to Rs. 1,597,853. The ratio 
which working expenses bore to earnings showed an increase of 
3.68 o/o as compared with 1910, the figures being 66.78 0/o and 
63.10 o/o respectively. The net earnings amounted to Rs. 1,003,148 
or 3.28 o/o on the capital. The actual payments made to the 
Treasury by the Railways in 1911 amounted to Rs, 2,496,192 and 
deducting charges for working expenditure, interest and sinking 
fund of loans and pensions there remained a balance of Rs. 299,969 
which sum does not include any eredit for work done for Govern- 
ment Departments. 

The following work in connection with the re-equipment of the 
Railways was undertaken in 1911. Three 16” eylinder six wheels 
coupled tank engines, six 2-8-2 85 ton side tank engines, 3 pasenger 
coaches, 1 brake van, 85 open high sided 20 ton wagons and 132 
covered 23 ton wagons were erected. Turntables were put up at 
Port Louis, Mabebourg and Rose Belle Stations. Hight miles of the 
permanent way were relaid with 80 lbs. B.S. bull headed rails. The 
steel work for eleven bridges on the Midland line was rivetted ready 
for erection. On the Plaine Lauzun—Richelieu deviation line 12,000 
cubic yards of excavation were completed, and 2,400 feet of permanent 
way was laid and ballasted ; one-third of the masonry work of the 
St. Louis bridge and the excavations for the abutments as well as 
one pier of the Grand River bridge were completed, 


Bois Chéi. 








There is a light railway of 2 feet 6 inches gauge running from 
Riviére du Poste Station on the Savanne Branch of the Midland 
Line to Mexico. The length of the line is 10 miles. The total goods 
traffic carried in 1911 amounted to 12,695 tons of which 10,362 
tons were sugar cane as against a total traffic of 13,516 tons and 
10,782 tons of sugar cane in 1910. The actual working expenses for 
1911 were Rs. 14,756, the earnings Rs, 6,243 and the work done 
for Government Departments was valued at Rs. 1,374. The eor- 
responding figures for the previous year were Rs, 11,504, Rs. 9,442 
and Rs. 1,724. 

The decrease in the sugar cane traflic from the high land 
through which the line passes is greater than the figures indicate. 
Of the total carried in 1911 4,000 tons was entirely new traflic from 
Joli Bois Estate to Gros Bois factory. 


X.—PUBLIC WORKS. 

The most important works undertaken by the Public Works 
Department during the year were in connection with the reconstruct- 
ion of road bridges, the Mare-aux-Vacoas water works and the 
Port Louis drainage works. 

Bridges. 


The reconstruction of two large bridges in the district of Savan- 
ne was undertaken, Colville bridge with one span of 50’ and one of 
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42’ 6” had not been completed at the close of the year but Ste. Marie 
bridge with three spans of 35 feet was completed ata cost o 
Rs. 24,500. Seven small bridges in the same district were also rebuilt, 





Muare-auz-Vacoas Water Works, 


The reservoir at Mare-aux-Vacoas, where the average annual 
rainfall is 137 inches, has a catchment area of about 5 square miles. 
The top water level is 1,840 feet above the mean sea-level and the 
reservoir has a maximum capacity of 570 millions of gallons. The 
water flows from the Reservoir for 4,900 feet in an open channe 
and for a further distance of 7,700 feet is taken in a 16” cast iron 
pipe to the filtering establishment at La Marie, which is 1,645 feet 
above sea-level. 

At the filtering establishment there is a depositing reservoir 
with a capacity 1,300,000 gallons and a covered service reservoir 
with a capacity of 500,000 gallons, Owing to the water being at 
times heavily charged with organic matter the “ Anderson Process” 
for the purification of water was installed and concrete partitions 
were erected in the depositing reservoir to improve the settlement of 
solids. Originally there were only 4 filter beds with a superficial area 
of 6,720 square feet, but five additional filter beds have since been 
constructed with a superticial area of 18,000 square feet, and extra 
aerating trays have been added. These additional works and the in- 
creased filtration area enable two filters to be always left exposed to 
sun and air and witha slower process of filtration there are few 
complaints of the quality of the water. 

The daily consumption of water exceeds 1,600,000 gallons and 
with the exception of the supply to the town of Curepipe the water 
flows by gravitation to the lower districts. The supply for Curepipe 
is pumped by means of hydraulic rams to two reservoirs standing 
368 feet above the filtering establishment, the motor being driven 
by water power from the 16” supply main. The increase in the po- 
pulation of Cuvepipe has uccessitated additions to the pumping plant 
andthe reconstruction of the reservoirs. A masonry building was 
erected at the filter beds for the pumping machinery and a second 
16” cast iron pips has been laid to supply the motive power. The 
open conduit from tke reservoir to the filter beds which is liable to 
pollution is being replaced by a concrete conduit with a ferro con- 
crete covering. 
































Port Lous Drainage Works. 


The Port Louis drainage works were begun in 1895, the sewers 
being designed on the separate system and the surface drainage 
being carried in the street gutters to the varions streams which flow 
into the harbour. The town is divided for drainage purposes into 
four districts three of which drain by gravitation sewers into sepa- 
rate collecting wells which are connected by means of syphon pipes 
to the pumping sta’ jon near Caudan Bassin, From there, the 
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sewage is pumped through cast iron pipes for 7,000 feet to the 
sea outfall at the mouth of Grand River North West and is dis- 
charged in 10 feet of water at low tide, a thousand feet from the 
shore. Sewers have been laid in districts Nos. 2 and 3, the laying 
of the sewers in district No. 4 is being proceeded with ; the enlarge- 
ment of the pumping station has heen completed and the additional 
pumps have been installed. The total length of sewers laid is 19.28 
miles and 732 properties have been connected. The amount expended 
on construction works in districts 2, 3 and 4 is Rs. 796,740 and on 
house services Rs. 470,000, 


XIL—FORESTS AND GARDENS. 


The area of forests, mountain and river reserves and curatelle 
lands under the care of the Forest Department was $4,866 acres of 
which 68,296 acres are Crown lands, 10,330 acres Mountain Reserves 
and 6,000 acres River Reserves. 





Utilization. 


The improvement fellings at Kanaka and Talbot were continued 
on a limited scale yielding about 490 cubic feet of timber. Improve- 
ment fellings were also begun during the year at Coutanceau which 
adjoins Talbot and has an area of 304 arpents. The wood-erop was 
found to be in much the same condition as in Kanaka and Talbot 
the trees being partly or wholly destroyed from the effects of wind, 
insects and fungi, and the yield thereby greatly diminished. The 
tramway line was extended across Talbot to permit of the extraction 
of the timber. Public establishments were supplicd with 4,896 
cords of firewood taken principally from the Port Louis 
district. A trial shipment cf logwood from the Pouce Valley 
was sent to England in the course of the year. About 10 cords 
of standing timber were cut for one ton of heartwood, the 
difference being used as fuel. There were difficulties in extracting 
the wood from the forest in the Pouce Valley which added con- 
siderably to the cost of the operation. The cost of felling, extraction 
by wire rope and final conversion was Rs. 38.14 a ton. The logwood 
was reported to be of good quality and offers were made for the 
purchase of larger quantities at 43 shillings per ton f.0.b., Poit Louis. 
The price offered did not permit of operations being profitably 
continued in the Pouce Valley hut i is possible that logwood may 
be obtained at a less cost from other lands where the difficulties of 
extraction.are not so great. 

The cuttings of casuarina on the Pas Géométriques yielded 
fuel valued at Rs. 25,746 which was sold to the lessees who replanted 
the areas cleared. 

















Forest Plantations. 


A cyclone in February 1911 did considerable damage to 
young trees, The year was otherwise favourable to artificial 
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reproduction and the work of raising and planting seedlings was 
actively carried on. ‘The nurseries in which the greater number of 
seedlings weve raised were Kanaka and Talbot, La Pipe, Nouvelle 
Découverte, Curepipe, Esealier and Bois See. The species propa- 
gated included Natte, Colophane, Makak, “bony, Sandal, Toon, 
Mahogany, Bois d’Olive, Moreton Bay Pine, Eucalyptus, Camphor, 
Cinnamon, Champac, Juniper and Cryptomaria Japonica. 

The re-afforestation of the catchment area of Rividre Viande 
Salée and its tributaries in Black River district was continued but 
some inconvenience was caused through difficulties in transporting 
plants from other nurseries. During the year about 200 acres were 
acquired in the Nicoligre Mountain in Pamplemousses district. 
A considerable part of the area, forming the gathering ground of 
Riviére du Rempart is subject to erosion and 1s being ve-afforested. 








Gardens. 


At the Royal Botanic Gardens, Pamplemousses, the grafting 
of selected mangoes, including Auguste, Aristide, Rosat, José, Gélée 
and Villars was continued. From the grafts of the best ‘local 
varieties 3] were planted at Mon Plaisir. Experiments were carried 
out in rubber tapping during April. A large number of seedlir 
were raised in the nurseries and were either sold or used for planting 
out on Crown lands, bub these operations were temporarily interfered 
with by the restrictions which it was found necessary to impose 
on the removal of plants from the gardens on account of the 
danger of the Phytalus Smithi spreading. Further progress was 
made in the planting of Cacao, Coffee, Mangoes and other fruit 
trees in Dauguet: orchard. 

The distribution of indigenous trees from the Curepipe nursery 
Gardens was continued and a large number of conifers raised in the 
nurseries were planted on Crown lands or sold to the public. Several 
new species of conifers and other economic trees were received for 
experimental growing. The experimental plots of Cowpeas and 
Pois Sabre were destroyed by the cyclone of February 1911. 





XIL—DEPENDENCIES. 


The Dependencies comprise a large number of small Islands 
situated between 5° and 19° 50’ South Latitude and 51° and 72° 30’ 
Kast Longitude of which the nearest is 230 miles and the most 
remote about 1,200 miles distant from Mauritius. 

Rodrigues, the largest and most important, is administered by a 
resident Magistrate, has an area of 10 square miles and had at the 
Census of 1911 a population of 4,829 of whom 2,523 were males 
and 2,306 were females. ‘The total population showed as compared 
with 1901 an increase of 1,667. 

The increase was almost entirely in the general population 
which numbered 4,667 ‘or 1,567 more than in 1901. The Indo- 
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Mauritian population numbered 102, other Indians 86 and Chinese 
24. The male agricultural population has increased considerably 
in the last ten years and development. is noticeable in the trade of 
the island. The Customs returns show that 69 cattle were sent to 
Mauritius in 1911 as against 39in 1910, and that two bulls were 
introduced for the improvement of stock. In 1911 1,466 pigs value 
Rs. 26,500 were sent to Mauritius as against 195 valne Rs. 4,800 in 
1910 and 3,221 goats and sheep value Rs. 11,212 as against, 605 
value Rs. 2,100 in 1910. The poultry trade is growing but to what 
extent is not shown by the yeturns. ‘There was a large increase in 
the exports of salted fish the figures being 42,000 kilos in 1910 and 
approximately 270,000 in 1911. Tobacco rhowever showed a decrease 
from 50,000 to 36,000 kilos. 

At the Rodrigues branch of the Government Savings Bank 
there was on the 30th. of Jime 191] a sum of Rs. 3 to the 
credit of 46 depositors as compared with Rs, 7,399 and 33 depositors 
on the corresponding date of 1910 and Rs. 1,687 and 9 depositors 
in 1909 in which year the branch was opened. 

Most of the Islands in the Lesser ae vendencies have been 
conceded or sold with the exception otf afew Islands in the St, 
Brandon group and two islands im the Diego Garcia group, Trome- 
lin Island, and one near the great Chagos Bank, which are leased. 
The islands are administered hy two Magistrates who are resident 
in Mauritius and pay regular visits to the Dependencies. The chief 
exports from the Dependencies are cocoanut oil, cocoanuts, guano 
and fish (dried and salted). 































XIII.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Coronation of Their Majesties The King and Queen was 
celebrated in Mauritius with every mark of loyalty and enthusiasm. 
The 22nd. and 23rd. of June were proclaimed publie holidays and 
the 24th. of June an estate holiday. The celebrations opened 
with thanksgiving services in the two cathedrals of Port Louis on 
the morning of the 22nd. of June and later in the daya levee was 
held by His Honour the Officer Administering the Government 
at which all classes of the community were yepresented, In the 
afternoon there was a review of the troops of the garrison on 
the Champ-de-Mars when the Colour was trooped by the 3rd. 
Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers and in the evening the town 
which was brilliantly illuminated was filled with dense crowds. 
The Railway carried over 1,000 passengers to the cata duing 
the day and large numbers travelled by road. The 23rd. of 
June was devo ed to celebrations organised by the Municipal Cor 
ration of Port Louis and the festivities were continued in the distr 
on Jater dates. All parts of the Island vied with each other in. their 
nanifestations of rejoicing and loyalty. The fact that the personalities 
of Their Majesties had hecome known to the inhabitants of Mauri- 
tius in the course of the Royal visit of 1901 probably accounts for 
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the universally personal note of loyalty and respect which found 
expression in the rejoicings of every class of the community on the 
occasion of Their Majesties’ Coronation. 

The extended term of office, as Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief, of His Excellency Sir Cavendish Boyle K.C.M.G., who left 
the Colony on leave of absence on the 10th. of April, expired on the 
10th. of July 1911. Hewas succeeded by His Excellency Major 
J. R. Chancellor R.E., C-M.G., D.S.O., who arrived in the Colony 
and assumed the Administration on the 13th. of November 1911. 
In the interval the Government was administered by Mr. George 
Smith, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary. 





J. MIDDLETON, 


September 1912. 
Assistant Colonial Secretary. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE COLONY OF 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO FOR THE YEAR 1911-12. 


I.—FINANCE. 


REVENUE. 


1. The total revenue of the Colony for the year 1911-12 
amounted to £950,744 as against £948,383 in 1910-11, shewing 
a net increase of £2,360. 


2. Reviewing the various heads of revenue it will be seen 
that increases occurred under the following items :—“ Customs” 
£8,801 ; “Fees of Court and office, Payment for specified services 
and Reimbursements in aid” £3,883 ; “ Port and Harbour Dues” 
£1,841 ; “Land Sales, Royalties, &c.”’ £1,015; “ Post Office” 
£161, and “Interest” £108. 


3. Decreases appear under the following hcads:—“ Licenses, 
Excise und Internal Revenue not otherwise classified” £8,835 ; 
“Miscellaneous Receipts” £2,916; “Government Railways, 
Tramroads and Telegraphs” £1,559; while small decreases also 
occurred under “Immigration Tax Receipts’? £78; and “Rents 
of Government Property” £60. 


4. The first mentioned and principal decrease (under “ Licenses, 
Excise, &c.”) was due, as stated in last year’s Report, to the 
withdrawal trom bond, in March, 1911, of large quantities of 
rum in anticipation of an increase of duty (which was not 
imposed) by which the receipts from this source for the year 
1910-11 were abnormally increased, resulting in a corresponding 
decrease in the amount of excise duty paid during tke year 
under review. 


EXPENDITURE. 


5. The total expenditure amounted to £959,551 as compared 
with £927,034 during the previous year, shewing an increase of 
£32,517, of which the sum of £26,161 appears under the head 
of “Immigration.” This, however, is not an actual increase 
in expenditure, but is due to the fact that the immigrant vessel 
“ Ganges”’ arrived so late in the financial year, that the expendi-, 
ture in connection with the indentured coolivs brought by her, 
which properly formed part of the expenditure of the previous 
year, was not brought to account until after the commencement 
of the year 1911-12, 


6. The other principal items of increase occurred under “ Post 
Office and Telegraph Subsidy’? £16,657; due almost entirely to 
the payment to the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company of the 
subsidy for the carriage of ocean mails to and from the United 
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Kingdom amounting to £16,300; £9,589 under the head of 
“Government Railways,’’ due to increased expenditure in relaying 
some of the older portions of the line and to a large amount of 
stores, paid for, but not yet issued; £4,492 under “Roads and 
Bridges Recurrent ;” £2,631 under “Public Works Recurrent;”” 
£2,225 under “Education Department ;”? £2,299 under “Legal 
Department,” due to the establishment of the new District Court 
and to increased expenditure for expenses of witnesses and jurors 
in the Supreme Court;”? and £1,386 under “Constabulary.” 


7. The principal decreases of expenditure appear under 
“Roads and Bridges Extraordinary” £24,175; “Charges on 
account of Public Debt” £5,961; <‘‘Miscellaneous Services” 
£2,653; ‘Crown Lands and Survey Department’’ £1,380; and 
“Public Works Extraordinary ” £1,275. 


8. The balance sheet of the Colony showed on the 31st March, 
1912, a surplus of £96,117, as compared with £104,925 on 31st 
March, 1911, or a decreased balance of £8,808 


9. The revenue and expenditure for the last five years were as 
follows :— 





EXPENDITURE. 

Year. Revenue. Recurrent. Extraordinary. Total. 
1907-8 £871,201 £767,564 £13,474 £781,038 
1908-9 834,745 806,193 48,857 855,050 
1909-10 858,565 798,262 64,992 863,254 
1910-11 948,383 843,050 83,984 927,034 
1911-12 950,744 901,018 58,5383 959,551 


10. The Assets of the Colony amounted on the 31st March 
1912, to £850,875 and the Liabilities, exclusive of the Funded 
Public Debt, to £754,758, showing an excess of Assets over 
Liabilities of £96,117 as already shown. . 


11. The public debt of the Colony, which had stood, at the 
close of the previous year, at £1,051,093 was reduced by 31st 
March, 19:2, to £1,047,793. Of thisamount £25,200 is 
represented by debentures held under various loans, a fixed 
number of which are redeemable annually by ballot, £422,593 
is covered by the issue of inscribed stock bearing interest at 
4 per cent., and £600,000 by similar stock at 3 per cent. 


12, The accumuiated sinking funds of the above mentioned 
loans amounted, on 31st March last, to £191,C93, the face 
value of the securities in which this amount is invested being 
£199,626. The public debt amounted at the date of the Census 
of 1911 to £3 3 0} per head of the population, as against 
£3 16 23 at the date of the Census of 1901. 


13. There also exists in connection wich the coastal service by 
Government steamers within the Gulf of Paria, a depreciation 
fund (10 per cent. on the cost of the vessels paid annually 
into the fund) which amounted on 3ist March, 1912, to £19,715 
invested in stocks with a face value of £20,276. ‘This Fund is 
available for the purchase of new vessels when required, 
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*JI—TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 





14, The aggregate value of the trade of the Colony for the 
year 1911, as represented by imports and exports (including 
transit goods and bullien and specie) was £9,788,334, as com- 
pared with £6,810,599 in 1910, showing an increase of 
£2,977,735. This large increase is, however, apparent rather 
than real, being accounted for by the increase in transit trade, 
representing £2.982,612, due to the transit of goods for other 
Colonies, transhipped at Port-of-Spain from the Royal Mail 
Contract Steamers under the new contract. 

15. The total values of imports and exports for the last 
five years are shewn as under :— 

Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 


1907-8 ... £8,874,824 —..,. £8,907,503 —.... £7,282,827 
1908-9 ... 2,682,702... 2,500,195 ..,-5,182,897 





1909 s+ - 8,288,826 8,218,092 ... 6,506,918 

1910 8,348,011 3,467,588 ... 6,810,599 

1911... 5,018,848 =... 4,769,486 .... 9,788,834 
Imports. 


16. The value of the imports into the Colony in 1911 was 
£5,018,848 (inclusive of transit goods and bullion and specie) 
as compared with £3,343.011 in 1911, showing an increase of 
£1,675,837 over last year’s figures. 

17. Goods for home consumption were imported to the value 
of £2,668,673 during the year, the returns showing an increase 
of £192,112 over the figures for last year and of £270,252 as 
compared with the average imports of the last five years. 
Ballion and Specie accounted for £86,727, and transit goods for 
£2,263,448, of the total value of imports. 

18. The total increase in the value of imports, as stated 
in paragraph 16, was made up as follows—Live Stock, Food, 
&c., £91,041, Manufactured articles £107,303 and transit goods 
£1,491,306. 

19. Decreases occurred in the value of the import of raw 
materials and bullion and specie, to the amounts of £6,232 and 
£7,581 respectively. 

‘20. The increases in the value of imports of food and manu- 
factured articles, referred to in paragraph 17, are stated by the 
Collector of Customs in his annval report to be due, not to higher 
prices to any extent, but to actual increases in the quantity of 
articles imported. Thus breal showed an increase of 6,684 
barrels, flour of 27,465 barrels, cheese of 26,985 lbs, sugar of 
106,315 Ibs., salt of 2,859,315 Ibs., and rice of 2,391,317 lbs. 
The imports of kerosene and gasvlene also showed increases of 
47.491 gallons and 36,515 gallons respectively. 





* Note. —The statistics of the Customs Department are made up for the calendar 
year. The figures relating to trade, therefore, refer to the year 1911, and not to the 
financial year 1911-12, 
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21. The decrease in the value of imports of raw materials 
referred to in paragraph 19 is accounted for by smaller ship- 
ments of hides and other articles from Venezuela. 

22, The imports of coal during the year again show a sub- 
stantial increase which is dealt with under the head of shipping. 

23. The following table shows the direction of import trade, 
excluding goods in transit, during the last three years :— 





1909 

United Kingdom ... +» £& 920,118 or 87° per cent. 

Canada aa 106,016 ,, 4:3 ,, 

Other Brit. Possessions ae 182,188 ,, 73 ,, 

United States... aa 752,081 ,, 302 ,, 

Venezuela A eis 288,710 ,, 116 ,, 

France wis 74,350 ,, 3 ” 

Germany 46,241 ,, 18 ,, 

Other Countries ... ie 119,694 ,, 48 ,, 

Total... s+. £2,489,298 
1910. 1911. 
United Kingdom Se 936,427 or 36°4 per cent. £1,026,070 or 372 per cent. 
Canada . 184,609 ,, 52 ,, 190,287 ,, 7 ,, 
Other Brit. Poss’ns... 178.848 ,, 67 ,, 200,278 ,, 72 ,, 
United States «- 860,903 ,, 83°5,, 806,921 » 293, 
Venezuela ae $283,086 ,, 91 ,, 294,257 ,, 107 ,, 
France ... -- 62,982, 25 ,, 66,619 ,, 24 ,, 
Germany Diekas PBB AIG gy: 1S 5p 48,260 , 18 ,, 
Other Countries ... 186,285 ,, 53 ,, 122,708 , 44 ,, 
Total ...£2,570,869 £2,755,400 


24. The above figures are of interest as shewing a steady 
growth in the value of imports from Canada, which increased 
from £106,016 in 1909 to £190.287 in 1911, made up princi- 
pally as follows :--Fish £64,478, flour £58,280, oats £20,473, 
grain £5,814, cattle food £5,017 and potatoes £4,453. 


Exports. 


25. The total value of exports amounted in 1911 to 
£4,769,486, including transit goods and bullion ard specie, 
as compared with £3,467,588 in 1910, the increase being chiefly 
due to transit goods. The exports of the produce of the Colony 
amounted only to £2,078,152, shewing a decrease of £250,225 
as compared with the previous year and a decrease of £7,573 as 
compared with the average value of exports for the last five 
yéars. 

26. The principal decreases occurred in the value of exports of 
sugar, which fell from £723,949 in 1910 to £530,404 in 1911, 
and cocoa, which showed a decrease in value of £102,725. These 
decreases were due to short crops, caused by a long drought 
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during the latter part of the year. This drought continued 
during the first five months of the present year and will probably 
tell heavily when the figures for the present year come to be 
made up. 

27. The exports of fruit also showed a decrease and in the 
case of bananas only 72,028 bunches were shipped as compared 
with 98,904 bunches in the previous year. 

28. The first shipment of crude petroleum for commercial 
purposes occurred during the year 1911, and 7,685,374 gallons 
of an estimated value of £32,839 were exported. Of this 
quantity 62,393 gallons were supplied to Shipping as fuel oil. 

29. The following figures, which are exclusive of tr ranshipments, 
show the direction and value of the export trade, giving also the 
proportionate amount of the produce of the colony taken by 
each eyuntry :—- 


1909. 

United Kingdom See £ 491,194 or 20°3 per cent. 

Canada... 812,252 ,, 12:9 rH 

Other British Possessions 33,841 , 1:4 

United States ate 800,953 ,, 33:1 i 

Venezuela, ote 76,6382 ,, 32 EN 

France... tes 524,888 ,, 21:7 5 

Germany ae 58,583 ,, 24 rt 

Other Countries Pay 120,771 ,, 5 os 

Total we £2,418,564 
1910. 1911. 

United Kingdom ...£ 599,240 or 22°2 per cent. £ 514,832 or 20° Ber cent, 
Canada «. 854,484 ,, 1382  ,, 206,133 ,, 82 ,, 
Other British Poss. 25,859,  °9 45 97,968 ,, 389 
United States ... 919,047, 341 ,, 1,045,507 ,, 418 ,, 
Venezuela Ee 84,641 ,, 31 = ,, 76,044, 3 ,, 
France +. 483,211 ,, 179 ,, 277,813 ,, 111 ,, 
Germany vw. 102,844,, 39 4, 96,435 ,, 38 ,, 
Other Countries .. 126,120, 47 ,, 191,306 ,, 76 ,, 


Total ++» £2,695,446 £2,506,038 

30. From the foregoing tables it will be seen that in 1911 the 
United States took 41°8 per éent. of our products, the United 
Kingdom 20°6 per cent., Canada 8:2 per cent. and France 11-1 
per cent. It must be remembered, however, with regard to the 
last item, that a large quantity of cocoa is shipped to French 
ports for orders, a considerable part of which eventually reaches 
London. 


SHIPPING. 


31. The total number of vessels entered and cleared. at. the 
various ports of entry in the colony during 1911 was 4,898, 
with an aggregate registered tonnage of 3,657,695. Of these 
2,065 were steam vessels, with a total tonnage of 3,569,089 and 
2,833 were sailing vessels, whose tonnage amounted. tu..88,606. 
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32. The statistics show that during the year 1911 there was an 
increase of no less than 525, over the previous year, in the number 
of steamers visiting the port, due to the large number of vessels 
which came here to take coal. 


33. The following table shews the nationality of the vessels 
which entered at the various ports of the colony in 1911 :-— 


Number. Nationality. Tonnage. 
981 PS British ie 1,252,846 
47 on French fr 81,129 
52 Oh German oo 91,344 
62 ne United States 38,010 
1,104 eee Venezuelan ... 33,078 
113 a Dutch see 182,428 
54 ae Norwegian ... 41,990 

8 . Swedish he 15,675 

13 ae Italian wee 32,400 

33 me Danish ese 42,205 


14 Other Countries 10,757 


An analysis of these figures shows that, 68-39 per cent. of the 
import trade of the colony is carried in British vessels, 9-95 per 
cent. in Dutch, 4°98 per ceat. in German, 4:42 per cent. in 
French, 2°85 per cent. in Danish and 9:38 per cent. in ships 
belonging to other countries. 


34, The growth of the coaling trade and the popularity of 
Port-of-Spain as a bunkering depdt, are evidenced by the figures 
given by the Harbour-Master in his report for the year 1911-12, 
in which he states that 444 vessels bunkered during the year, 
taking 100,802 tons of coal, these figures representing an 
increase on 1910-11 of 161 vessels and 33,292 tons of coal. 


The figures showing the rise of the coaling trade, which was an 
insignificant one until about five years ago, are worth recording, 
and are given below :— 


Number 
Year. of Steamers, Coal supplied. 
1907-8 we 75 se 16,473 tons. 
1908-9 fen 123 es 22,603 ,, 
1909-10... 204 oe 45,859 ,, 
1910-11... 284 ee 67,510 ,, 
1911-12... 444 «100,802 ,, 


35. During the winter months a large number of persons 
visited the colony in tourist vessels of largely increased capacity, 
ranging from 12,000 to 16,500 tons, belonging to the Hamburg- 
American and White Star Companies, in addition to the 
steamers of the regular lines. During the brief stay of the 
tourists on shore, the resources of the hotels and livery stables 
are taxed to the utmost, and a considerable amount of money 
is put into circulation to supply their requirements. ‘The need 
for improved harbour accommodation (from the point of view of 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1911-12. 9 


the passenger, at all events), is emphasized on the oceasion of the 
arrival of large passenger steamers, since vessels of deep 
draught are obliged to anchor some 3 to 4 miles from shore, 
necessitating a long and tedious journey between the ship 
and the quay side, which passengers are not infrequently 
unwilling to undertake for the sake of a few hours ashore. 


MINEs. 


36. Manjak.—Work was continued by the Trinidad Vistabella 
Manjak Company at the Vistabella Mine. A new mine near 
Williamsville was opened during the year, two shafts being 
sunk, and manjak found, which is now being exported. 


37. Petroleum.—The Inspector of Mines reports as follows— 
“Taken generally, the progress of the petroleum industry has 
“not been satisfactory during the year. This was due to the 
“under capitalisation of several companies operating in the 
“island, and to other causes over which the Government had 
“no control.” 


38. Drilling operations were continued during the year by the 
following companies, chiefly on private lands:—The General 
Petroleum Properties of Trinidad, (operations suspended in 
December) ; Trinidad Lake Petroleum Company ; Trinidad Oil- 
fields, Limited; Trinidad Petroleum Options, Limited ; Trinidad 
Western Oilfiel:ls, Limited, (operations closed entirely later in 
the year}; Trinidad-Cedros Oil Company, Limited; Guapo Oil 
Company, and Mr. (. C. Stollmeyer. The Trinidad Central Oil- 
fields, South Naparima (Trinidad) Oil Company, the Tobago Oil 
Syndicate, Limited, and the Consolidated Oilfields of Trinidad 
also commenced boring work during the year. 

39. Forty-six wells of an aggiegate depth of 40,418 feet were 
drilled during the year 1911-12, the total number to date being 
90 on the 31st March last. 

40. During the year 1911-12 a total of 8,786,871 Imperial 
gallons of oil, valued at £57,475, was exported from the colony. 

41. Drilling was commenced during the year on private lands 
by the South Naparima, (Trinidad) Oil Company at Barrackpore, 
the [ubago Oil Syndicate, Limited, in Tobago, and the Cunsoli- 
dated Oilfields of Trinidad, Limited, at Rusillac, near La Brea. 

42. An exploration license to prospect for gold and silver was 
issued during the year. 





AGRICULTURE. 


43. Cocoa.—The total amount of cocoa exported during the 
year ended 31st Decemoer, 1911, was 49,790,832 lbs. valued at 
£1,127,372, as against 57,858,640 lbs. valued at £1,230,097 for 
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1910. The crop of the latter year however, was the highest on 
record for cocoa, while the drought which prevailed seriously 
affected the yield in 1911. 


44 The experiments instituted by the Agricultural Department 
with regard to manuring, shade, yield of individual trees, seed 
selection, grafting and spraying have been continued and extended 
and the results recorded and published from time to time. 


45. The cocoa prize competition aroused much interest and 
keen rivalry among peasant proprietors, and will undoubtedly 
be of considerable educational value in disseminating information 
as to the best methods of cultivation, draining and mulching 
and the diagnosis and cure of disease. 


46. Sugar.—The exports of sugar fell to 37,986 tons as com- 
pared with 46,248 tons in 1910, showing a drop of £193,145 in 
value. The froghopper continues to be a serious pest, in spite of 
the efforts made to exterminate it. The Entomologist of the 
Board of Agriculture has, however, introduced from Mexico a 
bug which feeds on froghoppers and when sufficient numbers 
have been reared from the specimens imported, they will be 
distributed to the estates. 


47. Coconuts—The number of nuts exported in 1911 was 
20,602.923 of the value of £78,965, besides copra valued at 
£13,264 and oil and coconut meal valued respectively at £234 
and £209, making a total of £92,672. The coconut cultivation 
is steadily extending and attention is being given to the 
eradication of disease by the burning or burying of diseased 
trees. 

48. Fruit—chiefly bananas.—The value of fruit exported was 
£14,661 as against £19,952 in 1910. In addition to this lime 
juice of the value of £1,590 was also exported. 


49. Rice.—No reliable statistics are available as regards the 
area or output of the cultivation of rice. There are considerable 
areas of swampy land, apparently well ada; ted for the cultiva- 
tion of rice, but only a relatively small quantity is grown locally, 
as compared with the quantity imported for consumption. 


- 50. Rubber—Silver Cups were awarded as prizes at the 
London Rubber Exhibition for exhibits forwarded by the 
Department of Agriculture and the Permanent Exhibition 
Committee in 1911. Experiments in tapping rubber have been 
carried on and instruction given by the Agricultural Department 
in tapping and coagulation. The value of rubber exported 
amounted to £305. 


51. Cotton.—Experiments on the hybridization of cotton 
have been carried on in Tobago. 

52.— Government Farm.—This institution is maintained 
chiefly for the improvement of stuck, pedigreed animals being 
regularly imported. Pure bred cattle of the following strains 
are now kept at the Farm, viz.: Zebu, Red Poll, Holstein, 
Jersey, Guernsey, Shorthorn and Hereford. There are public 
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pastures in various parts of the colony where stock is allowed 
to graze for a small fee and at these pastures bulls of good 
breeds are provided by the Government, thus enabling the small 
proprietors to obtain the advantage of breeding cattle from 
selected stock. An English thoroughbred stallion, a hackney pony 
stallion and an American trotter stallion also stand at the Farm 
for service, and a donkey stallion of the large Kentucky breed 
is kept for mule breeding. 


At the branch farm in Tobago thoroughbred and donkey 
stallions are also kept. 


53. At River Estate and St. Augustine Estate, both of which 
are owned by the Government, and managed by the Department 
of Agriculture, agricultural experiments are being carried on in 
the cultivation of cocoa, seedling canes, bananas, rubber, cotton, 
cassava, corn and camphor. Both estates are more than self- 
supporting, but for some time capital expenditure is required to 
take over cocoa contracts. 


54. A Central Agricultural Show was held early in the year, 
but owing to the drought some of the exhibits did not reach 
the usual standard. 


55. The Eighth West Indian Agricultural Conference was held 
in Trinidad early in 1912 and a large number of delegates from 
the neighbouring colonies attended it, as well as six delegates 
from the United Kingdom representing the Royal Botanic Gar- 
dens, Kew, the Entomological Research Committee, the British 
Cotton Growing Association and the West India Committee, 


Grants or Crown Lanps. 


56. The total number of Crown land grants issued during the 
year 1911-12 was 342, amounting to 1,425 acres, as compared 
with 543 grants amounting to 3,466 acres in the previous year, 
all these being for parcels under fifty acres. 


57. The total amount received during the year in respect of 
sales of Crown Land was £5,253 as compared with £8,569 for 
1910-11, thus showing a decrease in receipts from this source of 
£3,316. This decrease is to some extent attributable to the 
action of the Government in stopping the sale of Crown Lands 
in certain oil-bearing areas near the priucipal anticlines, until 
it has been definitely ascertained in what particular localities 
operations for the winning of oil are likely to be entered upon. 


58. The amount of £4,497 was received in rents (or fees} in 
respect of oil prospecting licenses issued previously. No leases 
of oil lands were issued during the year. 
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59. ‘I'he following figures show the total amounts received 
from the sale of Crown Lands, exclusive of village lots, in each 
of the last ten years, with the acreage suld :— 





Year. Acreage sold, Amount received. 
1902-3 9,882 £ 12,480 
1903-4 12,407 16,592 
1904-5 16,208 33,537 
1905-6 12,780 27,480 
1906-7 8,004 19,750 
1907-8 9,494 24,769 
1908-9 13,402 34,101 
1909-10 8,123 20,684 
1910-11 3,466 9,385 
1911-12 1,424 5,065 

95,191 £203,843 


60. The amount of land sold in the last ten years amounts 
according to the above figures to 95,191 acres. It is estimated 
that 586.221 acres of Crown Land have been sold in Trinidad. out 
of an estimated total of 1,190,484 acres, leaving a balance of 
604,268 acres still unalienated. In Tobago, out of an estimated 
area of 73,000 acres, 54.167 have been sold, leaving 18,833 
acres of Crown Lands still available. The area of Trinidad 
compiled from statistics of the recent Trigonometrical Survey is 
1,860 square miles or 1,190,484-acres and of Tobago 114 square 
miles or 73,213 acres. The total area of the Colony of Trinidad 
and Tobago is therefore 1,263,697 acres. 


Forrest DEPARTMENT. 


61. The total expenditure on the Forest department for the 
year 1911-12, including the salaries of forest rangers now 
borne on the Wardens’ votes, amounted to £2,819, while the 
revenue realised from the sale of forest produce during the same 
period amounted to £4,908, leaving an actual surplus balance of 
revenue over expenditure of £2,091. 


The large increase in receipts is due to increased sales of dead 
and unsound cedar trees to be cut into blocks fur export, and to 
a brisk demand for railway sleepers, principally balata and 
poui, for use on the railway extensions now being constructed. 
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62. It is satisfactory to note that an increasing revenue is 
being obtained from timber cut under license in the forest 
reserves, the figures of receipts for the last ten years being as 
follows :— 


1902-3 £927 
1903-4 1,011 
1904-5 1,232 
1905-6 1,807 
1906-7 1,910 
1907-8 1,528 
1908-9 1,610 
1909-10 1,643 
1910-11 2,884 
1911-12 4,908 


63. The demarcation of the boundaries of the Forest Reserves 
was continued, an additional 193 miles having been laid out, 
The total extent of boundary lines marked out is 449 miles, 
while 58 miles remain to be done. ‘The tocal area of the Forest 
Reserves in Trinidad and Tobago is nearly 279 square miles, 
the individual areas of the reserves being as follows :— 


Northern Range Reserve ... 60 square miles. 
Central 3 Gof ae we. 62 > 
Wind Belt diese oe wa!) A 
Tobago a5 niet .. 10 3 
Tumpuna oi Cee ee 8 us 
Trinity Hiil sa Atos w. 26 Sh 
Morne l’Enfer gg at vigoan tr a 
Cats Hill Ge tee a. 32 es 
Southern Watershed Reserve a TE a 
Arima Reserve 22 oS a 
Mayaro ,, re ry rn 
Oropuche (Mangrove) Reserve 6 . 
Caroni 93 6 riers a 
Erin e ns 8 


as ” 

64. Upwards of 150 acres in the various reserves have been 

felled and planted with valuable timber trees such as cedar, cyp, 

mahogany, balata, camphor and rubber (hevea brasiliensis). 

Each year a few acres are cleared of worthless trees aud planted 

with timber which will in time prove a valuable asset to the 
Culoay. 





Il.—LEGISLATION. 


65. Forty-three Ordinances were passed by the Legislature 
during the year 1911-12, viz.: Nos. 16 to 38 of 1911, and 
Nos. 1 to 20 of 1912. 

66. The most important of these enactments dealt with the 
following matters :— 

(a.) The layiny of pipes for the purpose of conveyiny oil. 
--This Ordinance repeals and re-enacts the principal 
provisions of the Ordinance of 1910, provides for 
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(.) 


(ce) 


(d,) 
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the control by the Government of all pipe-lines ; that 
no pipe-line may be constructed or used without 
permission : and declares owners or operators of pipe- 
lines to be public carriers, laying down the conditions 
under which their lines may be used. 

The mining and refining of oil.—The Ordinance gives 
the Government the full control over oil refineries 
so that the interests both of the Empire and the 
Colony may be preserved and gives power to the 
Governor in Council to make regulations with 
regard to the erection and carrying on of refineries 
and for prescribing the places of shipment of crude 
oil or its products. 


The release on probation of first offenders in certain 
cases—This Ordinance practically enacts in this 
Colony the provisions of the Imperial Act of 1907. 


The removal from the Colony of aliens considered 
dangerous to peace and good order.—Owing to the 
proximity of Trinidad to the Spanish Main, from 
which it can be easily reached in open boats across 
the smooth waters of the Gulf, there have been 
indications that Trinidad was in danger of becoming 
a refuge for escaped criminals from French Guiana 
and other neighbouring countries, and the Ordinance 
was passed with a view of remedying this state of 
affairs and of removing from the colony the reproach 
of being an Alsatia for undesirables who had escaped 
from justice in other countries. 


The regulation of Motor Cars.—The Ordinance was 
rendered necessary by the large increase in the 
number of motor cars recently imported into the 
country. Under the regulations passed under the 
powers given in the Ordinance, the speed has been 
limited to 12 miles an hour in Port-of-Spain, and 
15 miles an hour within the limits of certain other 
towns and villages, there being no limit of speed 
elsewhere. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


PRIMARY EDUCATION. 


67. There were on the 3lst March, 1912, 265 elementary 
schools, as compared with 263 at the same date in the previous 
year. There are 53 government schools in the Colony, besides 
212 assisted denominational schovls in receipt of grants under 
the Edecation Ordinance. Two new schools, one Presbyterian, 
and the other Roman Catholic, have been added during the year. 
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68. The number of Assisted Schools is classified as follows :— 
Trinidad. Tobago. Total. 


Roman Catholic lee 76 4 80 
Church of England... 37 14 51 
Presbyterian Saas Maeno) 57 _ 57 
Wesleyan ... 4 8 12 
Moravian ... ie 3 9 12 

177 35 212 


69. The total number of children on the rolls of all schools in 
the Colony was, on 3lst March, 1912, 49,497, as against 47,661 
for the previous year, or an increase of 1,836. The average daily 
attendance during the year was 27,815, compared with 27,083 
for the previous year, showing an increase of 732. From the 
above figures it will be seen that the percentage of attendance 
amounted to 58:3. 


70. The total expenditure on elementary education, from 
public funds and voluntary contributions, during the year, 
amounted to £53,617, as compared with £51,111 in 1910-11, 
showing an increase of £3,449 for the year. The expenditure 
on elementary education has increased during the last ten years 
from £39, 558 in 1902-3 to £53,617 in 1911— 12, and there is a 


steady increase in expenditure from year to year. 


71. Of the above sum of £53,617 the amount expended on 
government elementary schovls was £11,907, and on govern- 
ment training schools £1,062, exclusive of the cost of erection 
and maintenance of buildings,—while £35,610 was disbursed in 
grauis in aid to assisted elementary scho: ls and £920 in aid of 
assisted training schuols. The total amount of voluntary contri- 
butions to elementary assisted schools was £7,043. 


72. Agriculture is taught in all the primary schools of the 
Colony and natural history is also included. In addition to the 
school gardens many schvols have collections of the commoner 
forms of the fauna and flora of the colony. Of 218 schouls 
examined in Nature Study, 66 obtained the highest award of 
“very good.” 

73. Students are trained in agriculture at the Experiment 
Station, St. Clair, at the Government Laboratory and at the 
River and St. Augustine Estates. At the two latter places they 
take part in the ordinary estate work and receive a sound 
practical training. 


74. Home reading courses have also been started by the 
Agricultural department, for employés on estates, questions 
being regularly set and answered as a correspondence course. 
Examinations are held annually and certificates issued to those 
who pass satisfactorily. School teachers also receive a special 
course of instruction in agriculture as part of their twelve months 
training at the Model School. 


75. The total number of pupils examined in standards during 


the year was 19,100 of whom 14,083 passed, 
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76. The number of Pupil teachers examined was 323 of whom 
261 passed. The number of students being trained as teachers is 47. 

77. Hygiene is being gradually taken up as a special subject, 
and a grant on the results attained is given. ‘lhis subject is 
regularly taught in fifty schools. 

78. The Higher Class for girls, established at the Tranquillity 
school, continued to be successfully carried on, 30 girls attending 
the class during the year. Eleven girls entered for the Cam- 
bridge University preliminary examination in December last, all 
of whom passed. 


SEconDARY EpucaTIoON. 


79. Provision is made for the higher education of boys in the 
secondary schools known as the Queen’s Royal College and the 
affiliated institutions of St. Mary’s Qollege, the Naparima 
College and the St. Joseph Convent School. 

80. Of these the Queen’s Royal College is maintained by 
the Government at a cost of £4,350. The total expenditure for 
1911-12 was £6,269 and £1,919 was received in students’ fees 
during the year. {n this expenditure is included £1,800, the cost 
of scholarships for which pupils of affiliated schools are eligible, 
£283 cost of examination of all the colleges, £5U pay of drill 
Instructor and £156 expenses in connection with the Cadet 
Corps of both the Queen’s Royal and St. Mary’s Colleges. The 
number of scholars on the roll was 217 at the close of the year. 
In the Senior Cambridge Local Examinations honours were gained 
by seven pupils of the Queen’s Royal College, who also gained 
two out of the three scholarships. 

81. St. Mary’s College receives a grant of £1,500 from 
Government funds, which is dependent on a fixed proportion of 
the pupils passing the requisite examinations. There were 259 
students un the roll at the end of 1911-12. Five students of the 
College gained honours in the Senior Cambridge Local Examina- 
tions. The senior scholarship for the year and the Jerningham 
gold and silver medals were also won by students of St. Mary’s 
College ; while five obtained honours in the junior subjects. 

82. Naparima College, with 72 pupils on 31st March, 1912, 
received a grant of £350 from government funds on the same 
conditions as St. Mary’s Cullege. 

83. The St, Joseph Convent School was affiliated to the Queen’s 
Royal Ccllege in 1911. The number of boys attending the 
school at the close of the year 1911-12 was 54 and of girls 194 
and the government grant amounted to £450. 


INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 


84. By Ordinance 5 of 1911, the employment by licensed 
masters of apprentices not registered under the Ordinance was 
prohibited, and only artisans holding certificates of efficiency 
under the Ordinance can now sue in the Courts for wages in excess 
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of those paid to unskilled labour. This had the effect cf causing 
many artisans who had hitherto kept aloof, to apply for certifi- 
cates and to assist them the Board of Industrial Training waived 
the registration fee of five shillings for eight months. All 
artisans now have to pass a practical examination in their 
respective trades and during the year 147, representing seventeen 
trades, were registered under the new conditions. 

85. The apprentices enrviled have increased from 71 to 112, 
fourteen of whom hold bursaries awarded by the Board of 
Industrial Training. Three bursaries are also given by the 
Board of Education. The Technical Classes have increased in 
numbers, the average attendance for the three terms being 124 
artisans and apprentices, chiefly the latter. The cost of these 
classes was £256. 


86. The new Arts and Crafts Workshop, which was generously 
built and equipped by Messrs. B. H. and J. W. Stephens, was 
opened during the year. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 





Hospitats. 


87. The Colonial Hospital, Port-of-Spain, is the most impor- 
tant in the Colony. The number of patients admitted at this 
institution during the year was 6,218, the number discharged 
5,511, the daily average in hospital being 304. The number of 
deaths was 718. Of the total number discharged, 2,110 were 
cured, 3,151 relieved, and the condition of 250 was not improved. 


88. Atthe San Fernando Hospital 3,091 persons were admitted 
and 2,741 were discharged, the daily average in hospital being 97. 
The number of deaths was 374. Of the patients discharged 552 
were reported as cured, 2,009 as relieved, and 180 as not 
improved. 

89. In addition to the two principal hospitals at Port-of-Spain 
and San Fernando, there are seven district hospitals main- 
tained by the government at Tobago, Arima, St. Joseph, Taca- 
rigua, Couva, Princes Town and Cedros. 

90. There are also temporary hospitals at Chaguanas, Sangre 
Grande and Mayaro, which are available for use when required. 


91. There are two hospitals specially devoted to the treatment 
of persons suffering from the disease of Yaws in Trinidad and 
in Tobago. In connection with this disease, extraordinarily 
good results were obtained at the St. Augustine Yaws Hospital 
by Drs. Alston and Cleaver by the use of Salversan. Out of 
500 cases injected in 1911, 498 were cured or 99°6 percent. Of 
these, 409 cases or 82° per cent. were cured with one injection, 
75 cases after two injections, and 14 after three injections, 
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ASYLUMS, 


92. The Lunatic Asylum, situated at St. Ann’s Valley, Port- 
of-Spain. contained, on 31st March, 1912, 657 inmates as against 
651 las! year. The number of admissions into the Asylam 
during the year was 112, the number of discharges 51, and the 
number of deaths 55. Of those discharged 42 were cured, 3 
relieved and 6 not improved. ‘The average stay of inmates of 
the Asylum was 4} years in the case of male patients and 2 years 
in the case of females. - 

93. The Leper Asylum, situated at Cucorite, near Port-of- 
Spain, contained 285 inmates at the close of the year, the 
number of admissions being 90, of discharges 40 and of deaths 38. 


PoorRHOUSEs. 


94. There were 419 inmates of the House of Refuge, situated 
in Port-of-Spain, on 31st March, 1912. During the year there 
were, at this institution, 254 persons admitted and 65 discharged, 
while 190 died. 

95. In addition to the House of Refuge, which is maintained 
by the government, there are several other institutions devoted 
to the care of the aged and infirm in Port-of-Spain, such as the 
Ariapita Asylum, with 60 inmates, kept up by the Town Board, 
and four Almshouses maintained by private subscriptions, with 
11] inmates. 


REFORMATORIES AND INDUSTRIAL SHOOLS. 


96. The Boys’ Reformatory, Diego Martin, 

This institution contained, on 31st March, 1912, 132 inmates, 
Thirty-five were admitted during the year, thirty-two were 
discharged, two were sent to prison, one absconded, and one was 
found to have developed leprosy and was transferred to the 
Leper Asylum. ‘The government grant in aid for 1911-12 
amounted to £2,102 9 8 (at the rate of £15 per head) and the 
earnings of the boys amounted to £656, while the expenditure 
was £2,595. 

The Inspector reports that the tone of the school and the con- 
duct of the boys have greatly improved, and that punishments 
including birchings have been reduced to about one-tenth of the 
number formerly inflicted. He adds that “The whole place 
“presents a brigit and busy appearance, and very creditable 
“work is turned out from the blacksmiths’, carpenters’, and 
“* wheelwrights’ shops.” 

97. The Girls’ Reformatory, Belmont, 


ERRATUM. 





In paragraph 101, line 2, for 1,952 read 19.652. 


Hosted by G 008 le 
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There were 32 inmates on 31st March, 1912. Seven were 
admitted during the year and six were discharged. The revenue 
of the school was £601 13 9, of which £278 9 6 was earned 
by the girls, and the expenditure for the year amounted to 
£599 13 7. 


The Inspector reports “I may safely continue to class this 
“Institution as the most successful of any under my super- 
“ vision.” 


98. The Tacarigua Industrial School is managed by the 
Church of England, and there were on 31st March, 1912, 155 
inmates. Thirty-two children were admitted during the year, 
twelve were discharged, two sent to the Reformatory, six died 
and twe remained in the Colonial Hospital. The government 
grant to this institution (£10 per head) amounted to £1,518. 


99 In the Belmont Industrial School, managed by the Roman 
Catholic body, there were 184 inmates on the 3lst March, 1912. 
Twenty-eight were admitted during the year, seventeen were 
discharged, two absconded and were not captured, four were 
licensed as apprentices under Section 17 of Urdinance 30, and 
two died. 


The goverument grant of £10 per head amounted to £1,849, 


Savines Banks. 


100. On the 3lst December, 1911, the aggregate amount to 
the credit of the depositors in the various Savings Banks 
throughout the Colony (fifteen in number) was £369,076 as 
compared with £360,797 on the same date in the previous year 
showing a total increase of £8,297. The rate of interest 
allowed on deposits is 3 per cent. 


101. The number of depositors on 31st December was 22,029 
as against 1,952 showing an increase of 2,377. The average 
amount to the credit of each depositur, as shown by the above 
figures was £16.13. 


102. The number of East Indian depositors on the sime date 
was 9,973 as against 8.568 for 1910, an increase of 1405. The 
total amount at the credit of East Indians was £128,091, show- 
ing an increase of £3,765 over last year, while the average 
amvunt to their credit was £12 16 10} per head. Taking the 
figures for the last five years, the number of East Indian 
depositors has risen from 6,361 in 1907 to 9,973 in 1911, and 
the total balance to thei credit has during the same period 
risen from £111,675 to £128,091. 


103. The amount received in 1911-12 from investments of 
bank funds, was £13,391, while the amount paid or credited to 
depositors and interest paid on overdratts amounted to £10,377 
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leaving a balance of £3,015 to defray cost of administration 
which was £2,676, thus showing an apparent excess of 
receipts over expenditure of £338. 

104. There were eight penny banks in operation at the close 
of 1911, as against six in the previous year, the total amounts 


deposited being £94 as compared with £85 in 1910. 





VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


105. The total number of offences reported to the Constabu- 
lary during the year 1911-12 was 19,880, as against 20,928 
during the previous year, being a decrease of 1,048. 


25,172 persons were apprehended or brought before the 
Magistrate under warrant or summons during the year, as 
compared with 23,787 in 1910-11 and 24,582 in 1909-10. 

Of the above 4,753 were discharged for want of prosecution 
3,163 were discharged on the merits of the case, 16,958 were 
summarily convicted and 298 committed for trial. 


106. The number of summary convictions was 16,958, being 
1,102 in excess uf last yeir. Of these, 2,437 were for offences 
against the person, 67 malicious injuries to property, 161 
predial larceny, 1,083 offences against property, other than 
malicious injuries to property and prediallarceny, 6,901 offences 
against revenue laws, municipal, road and other laws relating to 
social economy, 2,100 offences against Masters and Servants 
Acts, including acts relating to Indentured Coolies, and 4,209 
for other offences. 


107. In the Supreme Court, 234 persons were charged on 
indictment or information, of whom 150 were convicted. ‘Ten 
persons were convicted of murder, 2 of manslaughter, 6 of 
attempted murder, 1 of rape, 41 of offences against property 
with violence, 22 of other offences against property, 47 of 
other offences against the person and 18 of miscellaneous 
offences. 





Prisons. 


108. The total number of persons committed to prison during 
the year 1911-12 was 4,433 (besides 8 in the Leper Asylum 
Prison) as compared with 4,780 in 1910-11 and 4,381 in 
1909-10. Of this number 3,835 were males and 598 females. 

109. The daily average number of prisoners in gaol was 
532°81 males and 39°64 females. The daily average on the sick 
list 24-09 males and 78 females. The total number of deaths in 
prison during the year was 29, all of whom were males. This 
includes 9 prisoners who were judicially executed. 
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110. ‘The total cost of the prison administration during the 
year, including supplies to District Prisons, was £11,993, as 
against £12,365 in 1910-11, while the value of the estimated 
earnings of prisoners was £7,336. 


Educational instruction is given to prisoners by the teacher 
who attends at the Royal Gaol on three evenings in each week. 
Instruction is also given by certain Warders at the convict 
prison at Carrera Island. 


VII—VIlAL STATISTICS. 


POPULATION. 


111. The total estimated population of the Colony on the 31st 
March, 1912, was 340,323, calculated as under :— 


Population 2nd April, 1911 (ascertained by Census)... 383,552 


Natural increase (excess of births over deaths) s 3,634 

Excess of arrivals over departures (Hast Indian and 
General Immigration) ... ef «8,037 
340,223 


At the previous Census of 1901 the population was 273,899, so 
that the recent census shows an increase of 59,653 during the 
decade. 

112. The number of births recorded during the year 1911-12 
was 11,674 as compared with 11,570 in 1910-11. The deaths 
during the year were 7,870, as against 7,448 during the previous 
year. The birth-rate, calculated on the mean population (that is 
the actual population ascertained by the last Census, added to 
the estimated population for the year, divided by two, which is 
the course adopted for statistical purposes in the United King- 
dom) is 8465 per thousand, and the death-rate, calculated on 
this basis is 23°36. 

113. It was found, on the completion of the Census taken in 
April, 1911, that the mean population for the previous year had 
been over-estimated by upwards of 34,000. This over-estimate 
had been increasing cach year since the last Census, culminating, 
at the end of the decade in the large total given above. Hence 
the birth and death rates, especially during the latter part of 
the period between the two Censuses have been unreliable, both 
being under-estimated. It is hoped that the present method 
adopted, which is, as already stated, in accordance with accepted 
calculations elsewhere, will for the future ensure that the figures 
of estimated population will be approximately correct. 
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HEALTH AND SANITATION, 


114. The following statistics and remarks are taken from a 
report kindly furnished by the Surgeon-Gencral. 


The principal causes of death during the year are shown in 
the following table :— 


“ tee vee O51 


Diarrhea and Enteritis 3 
Malarial 722 
Fevers | Bypboi et aes eee 812 
Relapsing 3 
Tuberculosis { Fyrmoney et . 698 
Bronchitis ne ane on wee B72 


Pneumonia i s+ B06 


115. Nearly all the Medical Officers report favourably on the 
general health conditions of their districts during the year 
1911-12, there being little infectious disease and no unusual 
prevalence of endemic disease. A mild type of measles, 
unattended by any deaths, occurred in some districts. 


116. Some of the District Medical Officers refer to the 
inadequate supply of water in their districts, lea'ling to the use 
of sources of supply unfit for domestic purposes, more especially 
during the prevalence of severe droughts and thus giving rise to 
diarrheal and dysenteric affections. 


The water supply in many districts is very deficient in the dry 
season, and the question of the provision of additional sources 
of good water presents great difficulty. Borings have been made 
by the Government in various districts with indifferent success 
and the matter is reveiving careful attention. 

117. Five cases of Buhonic Plague occurred during the year, 
four being fatal. Of these cases four appeared in the suburbs of 
Port-of-Jpain, and only one within the town itself. Precau- 
tionary measures against this disease are actively carried on at 
all times and during the year 22,658 rats were caught of which 
16,682 were bacteriologically examined for evidence of plague 
infection, only one infected rat being discovered. 


118. No case of Yellow Fever occurred during 1911-12, 
indeed there has been no case since April, 1910, up to the date 
of this report (two anda half years). The work of mosquito 
reduction is regularly carried on and the good results obtained 
are sensioly felt in Port-uf-Spain, where 131 convictions for 
breaches of the mosquit. regulations were obtained and fines 
amvunting to £26.4 recovered. 


119. ‘Ihe obligations of the colony under the West Indian 
Quarantine Convention were faithfully carried out during the 
year. A large number of persons arriving from foreign countries 
were kept under medical surveillince as prescribed by the 
Convention. Seven arrivals were kept under observation, all 
proving to be suffering from malarial fever, and in no case was 
any arrival found to be suffering from quarantinable disease. 
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CLIMATE AND METEOROLOGICAL STATISTICS. 


120. The climate of Trinidad is not unhealthy for a tropical 
colony situated su near the equator, as is evidenced by the 
death-rate, which was 23:36 per thousand in 1911-12 (which is 
higher than the figures fer the two previeus years) which were, 
respectively 20°5 in 1910-11 and 21°80 in 1909-10. From 
January to April the heat during the day is not excessive ; the 
nights are cool, and occasionally even chilly, during the whole 
year. Europeans who take reasonable care of themselves enjoy 
excellent lealth in almost every part of the colony. In a few 
malarial spots, special care is necessary to avoid contracting 
fever, but these places are well known and are limited in extent. 


121. The mean rainfall for the Colony of Trinidad and Tobago 
for the year 1911, compiled from observations taken at 85 
Stations was 62-44 inches as compared with 82°65 inches in 1910. 
These figures show a large decrease in rainfall in 1911 as 
compared with those of the previous year, which, however, was 
an exceptionally wet one while a drought prevailed during part 
of the year under review. 

122. The average annual rainfall for the last 50 years 
(1862-1911) at the Botanic Gardens, Port-of-Spain, was 65:18 
inches, the annual records varying from 91°28 inches in 1892 
to 43:22 inches in 1885. During the half century the 

“monthly average records of rainfall varied from 9°96 inches in 
August to 1:60 inches in February. 

123. The mean average records of observations taken at the 
St. Clair Experiment Station, Port-vf-Spain, situated 66 feet 
above sea-level, over a period of 24 years (1888 to 1911) give an 
average annual rainfall of 65°40 inches, and a mean annual 
temperature of 78°3. 

124, The observations at the same station for 1911 showa 
total rainfali of 53°90 inches and a mean temperature of 77-3. 
The wettest months were August and October, with 13°68 and 
10°22 inches of rain respectively and the driest month was 
April during which only °74 parts of an inch fell. The mean 
maximum temperature at St. Clair was 86:1 for the year and 
the mean minimum temperature 68°5. 

125, The mean daily height of the Barometer at the St, Clair 
Station for the year was 29-981, the highest reading being 30-033 
in March and the lowest 29:910 in November, The readings 
were taken daily at 7 a.m. and3 p.m. 


VILf.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 





PosTaL. 


126. The number of Post Offices in the Cwlony As 78, and 
there ure 23 Money Order Oitices, ‘The total cost of the pustal 
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administration, inclusive of the subsidies paid for the conveyance 
of mails beyond the Colony, was £41,750 in 1911-12. Of this 
sum £16,300 was paid to the Royal Mail Steamship Company, 
for the conveyance of mails to and from the United Kingdom. 
£400 for the gulf service by the Government steamers, £100 for 
conveyance of mails between Port-of-Spain and Bolivar on the 
Orinoco, and £7,250 for the service to Tobago and round the 
coast of Trinidad. 

127. The expenditure for the previvus year was £25,048, 
thus shewing a large net increase of £16,702 which is represented 
mainly by the subsidy paid to the Royal Mail Company for the 
conveyance of mails to and from Europe, as stated above. 


128. The revenue received from all sources on account of 
the postal administration was £13,011 of which £10,993 was 
the gross amount received from letters, postcards, newspapers, 
books and parcels. ‘he commissions on money orders and on 
postal ordeis during the year amount to £1,145 and £164 
respectively. 

The total number of letters and postcards dealt with during 
the year are estimated at 5,858,643 ; of newspapers 1,211,548; and 
of parcels 38,131. 


129. The velue of money orders and postal orders issued in 
the Colony during the year amounted to £57,618, as compared 
with £54,479 in 1910-11 and £48,515 in 1909-10. The total 
value of Moncy Orders issued for payment in the United King- 
dom was £23,254, of those payable in other West Indian Colonies 
£8,938, in America £5,220, in Canada £4,091 and in India 
£3,851 « 

130. The aggregate value of Postal Orders issued was 
£12,264. Of the total amount of £18,033 remitted to, and 
paid in the Colony, through the Post Office, £15,114 was by 
means of Muney Orders and £2,919 by Postal Orders. 


TELEGRAPHS. 


131. The West India and Panama Telegraph Company 
continues to maintain Telegraphic communication with the other 
West Indian Colonies, with America and with Europe. Messages 
can also be sent vid Jamaica and Bermuda by the Direct West 
India Cable Company. 

The Government Railway administration also provides for the 
maintenance of internal telegraphic communication, there being 
telegraph offices at all the principal Railway Stations, 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY. 


182. Uninterrupted communication was maintained during the 
year between the wireless stations at Trinidad and Tobago, 
which are owned and operated by the government, and the trans- 
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mission of messages was not materially affected by atmospheric 
disturbances. The Trinidad station is situated at North Post 
some 9 miles from Port-of-Spain, communication being maintained 
by telephone. 


Frequent communications were held with the United States 
Naval Station at San Juan, Porto Rico, distant some 550 nautical 
miles. Communication has also been held occasionally with 
the Direct West India Cable Company’s ship-'o-shore station at 
Bowden, Jamaica, distant 950 nautical miles, but the power of 
the installations both at Trinidad and Jamaica is not sufficient 
to ensure reliable results over such a distance. Messages were 
also exchanged under favourable conditions with Royal Mail 
Steamers up to 1.200 miles. During the day time communica- 
tions were exchanged with H.M.S. “Aeolus”? at every West 
Indian Island south of, and including, St. Kitts, and du ‘ing the 
night messages were exchanged with her at Jamaica, Great 
Cayman and Bermuda. 

133. The installation of a higher power ship-to-shore station at 
Port-of-Spain, with an apparatus of a more up-to-date character, 
has been decided on and will be undertaken during the current 
year. This will put an end to the present inconvenience insepar- 
able from a station nine miles distant from headquarters, and the 
higher power of the new station will render communication 
easier and more certain. 

134. Ship work has increased very considerably during the year 
and the increase in the hours of service, which are now from 
8 am. to 10 p.m. daily, which necessarily involved increased 
expenditure, has been justified by results. The number of ships 
equipped with wireless installations is on the increase and to 
facilitate the work of the local shipping agents in communicating 
with their vessels, the local shore rate of 6d. per word was 
reduced to 3d. as from Ist December, 1911, and owing to the 
increased number of messages no loss has resulted. 











135. The expenditure on wireless establishments in the colony 
during 1911-12 amounted in all to £1,075 while the revenue, 
(including £100 paid by the government for the transmission of 
the daily telegraphic news bulletin to Tobago) was £439. The 
number of messages passed at the Trinidad station was 1,461, 
and at the Tobago station 546.- 


TELEPHONES. 


136. Telephonic communication is maintained in Trinidad by 
the Trinidad Consolidated Telephones, Limited, a private company, 
which took over the business of the former companies operating 
in the colony. There are trunk lines connecting with the 
exchanges in the towns, and in order to communicate over a 
trunk line a small toll is payable by subscribers in the towns. 


137. A telephone service has also been established by the 
government in Tobago, with 50 miles of wire, operated by the 
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Public Works Department. The expenditure during 1911-12 
(exclusive of £398 spent on improvements, including the substi- 
tution of 4 miles of iron poles and copper wire for wooden poles 
and galvanized wire and the purchase of a new switchboard for 
Scarborough) was £523 as against £514 in 1910-11. The 
revenuc from the Tobago telephone service was £300 in 1911-12 
as compared with £261 for the previous year. The excess of 
expenditure over revenue is yearly becoming less and the service 
should become self-supporting at no distant date. 


IX.—MILITARY AND CONSTABULARY. 


Minirary. 


138. There are no regular troops stationed in the colony. 
Volunteer Light Horse and Light Infantry Corps are kept up and 
a Cadet Corps has recently been established, recruited from 
pupils of the Queen’s Royal and St. Mary’s Colleges. 


CONSTABULARY. 
139. The strength of the Constabulary Force on the 31st 


March, 1912, consisted of an Inspector-Generl, Deputy Inspector- 
General, 4 Inspector=,'7 Sub-Inspectors, and 685 of all other ranks. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 





Raitways. 


140. More than 80 miles of railway were in operation by the 
government in 1911-12, affording communication between San 
Fernando and Sangre Grande with Port-of-Spain, with branch 
lines to Tabaquite and Princes Town. 


The charges for interest and sinking fund on railway loans 
for the year ended 31st March, 1912, amounted to £30,549. 
(Interest £21,161 Sinking Fund £9,388.) 


141. The raising ot further loans has been approved for the 
construction of extensions of the existing lines (a) from San 
Fernando to Siparia, across the Oropuche Lagoon, a distance of 
over sixteen miles and from Tabaquite, the present terminus of 


the Brasso-Caparo line, to Rio Claro near Poole, a distance of 
fifteen miles. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1911-12. 24 


Good progress has been made with both extensions and it is 
expected that eleven miles of the San Fernando to Siparia line, 
as far as the Rock-Pefial road, will be open for traffic by March or 
April next. 

142. The total receipts from the existing lines amounted in 
1911-12 to £112,200 as compared with £113,759 in 1910-11 
and £109,380 in 1909-10. 


143. The total expenditure on railways during the year, exclu- 
sive of the charges for interest and sinking fund on loans, was 
£79,106, as compared with £69,517 last year and £71,644 in 
1909-10, the increase of £9,589 being due to relaying portions 
of the older lines and to an excess of unissued stores. 

144. The total number of passengers carried by rail in 1911-12 
was 1,387,747 as against 1,370,377 in 1910-11 and 1,356,653 in 
1909-10. The goods and mineral traffic for the year amounted 
to 150,531 tons, as compared with 165,570 in the previous year 
and 161,844 in 1909-10. 








IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION. 


145. The number of East Indians imported under indenture 
during the year was 3,181 souls equal to 3,075 statute adults. 
No accurate statistics of immigration (other than East Indian) 
and emigration can be furnished. 


Pusiic Works. 


146. The total expenditure of the Colony on public works, 
including salaries of staff and grants in aid to the Local Road 
Boards throughout the year 1911-12, was £227,007, of which 
£58,533 represented expenditure on extraordinary works and 
£168,474 recurrent expenditure. 

The maintenance of main roads cost £76,034 during the year ; 
of public buildings £13,792; while £18,915 was expended on 
the upkeep of local roads under the charge of the Public Works 
Department. 

The grants in aid paid to the vari.us Local Road Boards 
amounted to £23,032 for upkeep of roads and £3,242 for extra- 
ordinary works. ; 

The cost of the staff of the Public Works Department during 
the year was £11,193, which represents slightly over 5 per cent. 
on the expenditure on public works of all kinds. 





RECIPROCITY WITH CANADA. 


. 147. Shortly before the close of the financial year the 
delegates appointed by the various West Indian Colonies (with 
the exception ot Jamaica and Grenada) to discuss with the 
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delegates appointed by Canada the question of reciprocity 
between Canada and the West Indies, left for Toronto, and as a 
result of their deliberations a provisional agreement, subject to 
the approval of the legislatures of the various Colonies, was 
signed, specifying the alterations in the Customs tariff of each 
colony which will be reqvired to give effect to the proposed 
reciprocal arrangement, ‘The agreement has since been ratified 
by the levislature of Trinidad as well as by those of the other 
colonies concerned. 





Districr Courr. 


148. By Ordinance 9 of 1911, which came into operation on 
the Ist May, 1911, the jurisdiction of the Petty Civil Courts 
was extended to claims up to £25, and provision was made for 
appointment of a Barrister as Judge of the District Court of 
Port-of-Spain, the duties of which had hitherto been performed 
by the Puisne Judges. Under the new arranzement sittings of 
the Court are held four days a week. The following figures 
show the Civil work transacted in the Port-of-Spain District 
Court during the years 1910-11 and 1911-12 :— 


1910-11. 1911-12, 
Actions entered noes apd? eee 2,886 
Judgment Summonses issued 1,983 a5 2,211 
Executions issued ae 326 ast 385 
Warrants of arrest issued... 97 ra 72 
Applications made nee 762 the 1,124 


In addition to the above, cases of bastardy, the maintenance 
of deserted wives and children, ejectment of small tenants 
contracts between masters and servants and the settlement of 
disputes under the Friendly Societies Ordinince have been 
transferred from the juris.liction of the Mavistrate of Port-of 
Spain to that of the Commissioner of the District Court. The 
first holder of the new office is Mr. C. Prudhomme David, K.C. 


Froating Dock anp Worksop. 


149. Forty-three vessels of nearly 40,000 tons were docked at 
Government Floating Dock during th» year, the total revenue 
from the dock amounting to £15,925, arainst a total expendi- 
ture of £14,817, leaving a net profit of £1,108 on the working 
of the year, exclusive of the charges for interest and sinking 
fund. Of the revenue received, £11,816 was for work performed 
and £4,100 for dock dues. The receipts for work performed 
during the previous year were £9,696. 

It was brought t» the attention of the Committee of Manage- 
ment of the Dock early in the year that the scale of dock dues 
was so high as to prevent ships not statione| here from docking 
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tariff was carefully revised and reduced, with 
a provision for asliding scale. “The dues charged now are upwards 
of fifty per cent. less than they were before the Dock passed into the 
hands of the Government and it is hoped that the effect of the 
reductions will be to induce more steamers to dock here. The 
General Manager (the Director of Public Works) states in his 
annual report that “allowing for interest and sinking fund on 
“the capital (£78,000) the concern is costing the Colony about 
£2,000 per annum, as against £3,250 formerly.” 


at Trinidad, and the 















New Mar Contract. 


150. A contract was entered into by the Imperial Pustmaster- 
General with the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company tu provide a 
fortnightly mail service between the United Kingdom and the West 
Indian Colonies. The contract was signed on the 4th November, 
1911, but is to be deemed to have come into force on the 18th 

January, 1911, and will expire on the 9th August, 1917. The 
subsidy paid to the Company is £63,000 a year, of which £40,000 
is paid by the Imperial Treasury, £16,300 by Trinidad, £4,000 
by British Guiana, and £2,700 by Barbados. Among the 
conditions of the contract is the provision of cold storage 
accommodation for the conveyance of fruit from Trinidad to the 
United Kingdom. Under the new contract Trinidad became the 
port of transhipment for passengers and cargo carried by the 
ocean steamers to and from British Guiana and the Windward and 
Leeward Islands, instead of Barbados, which, however, remains 
the first and last port of call. 











UpuEAVAL oF Isianp BY Mup Voicano ofr SoutuERN Coast. 


151. On the 3rd November, 1911, it was reported by fishermen 
that an island had suddenly appeared in the sea about two 
miles from Chatham on the south coast. The next day the 
island was visited in a. boat by a Sergeant of Police, who, 
however did not land. He reports “IT went in to about eight 
“feet, got in the bows of the boat and began sounding the depth 
“with a stick. Just then the water was seen to be turning up 
‘from the bottom like a boiling pot and a strong smell of 
“ sulphur was present, ] thought it unsafe to remain.” 


Another resident in the neighbourhood gave the following 
description of the scene on the night of the 4th November. 


“A thin column of streaky smoke rapidly rising from the 
“sea. Ina few seconds this column, after rising 2,000 or 3,000 
“ feet, burst into an immense cano; vy or cloud of smoke, and 
“at the same time the whole of this burst into flame and 
“ yemained brilliant for quite five minutes. After this the large 
“ cloud floated away in a north-westerly direction leaving a torch 
“about 300 fect high: this I saw with my naked eye, but. 
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“having sent for my glasses I could see two torches emanating 
“from an island. This island was about 200 yards long. 
“One torch was at the northern end of the island, the height of 
“ the flame being about 300 feet ard ab: ut 10 feet diame ter at the 
“base. The other torch was at the southern end about 150 feet 
“high. The colour of the flame was the same as the top of an 
“ordinary gas jet, a pale straw. Both torches remained about 
“the same height for abou: two hours and then gradually 
“diminished until 9.30 on the morning of the 5th when they 
“ went out.” 

On 5th November the island was visited by His Excellency 

the Governer who with a party, including the Inspectcr of 
Mines, effected a landing with some difficulty, the mud being 
still soft and hot. The latter states as fullows :—“ One crater 
“was still regularly pulsating and emitting blisters of stenm 
“and mud; a second, covered over, keeping time with a 
“monotonous regular ‘clocking’ noise.’ The island was at 
hat time about 14 feet above sea level, but the action of the 
sca has since washed away the uppcr part and at the date of 
this report portions of it are visible only at low water. 
There are mud-voleanocs cf the same character situated on 
‘land in Trinidad, on the same anticline, due to enormous 
pressure of gas, which forces its way to the surface inter- 
mittently, throwing up mud and stones with great force, but 
hitherto these outbursts have not burst into flame as in 
this case. 

152. Maps of Trinidad and Tobago are attached. 





W. M. GORDON, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
TRINIDAD, 
18th October, 1912. 
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4 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR THE YEAR 1911-12. 


FINANCIAL. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


1, The revenue for the year was £593,498 14s. 11d., showing 
an increase of £30,397 15s. 44d. over that for the previous year. 
Owing to an extensive re-arrangement of the revenue heads and 
sub-heads in the year of report, comparison with last year’s 
figures, it will be seen from the details of revenue and expendi- 
ture printed below, is practicable only in respect of a few items. 

2. The expenditure for the year was £588,625 17s. 2d. or 
£45,867 18s. 3d. more than the previous year, and there was a 
surplus of revenue over expenditure of £4,872 17s. 9d. 

Details of the revenue and expenditure are as follows: — 


Revenue. 
1910-11, 1911-12. 
£ Sowr as £ s. d. 
Customs oy ost -- 329,578 11 2 356,767 2 74 
Port Harbour and Light 
Dues rs ees ss ee 14,304 13 63 
Excise and Licences «. 116,662 8 10 111,366 7 64 
Internal Revenue — not 
otherwise classified ua as 15,648 3 11 
Fines, Fees, and Reim- 
bursements ae ae oe 22,264 14 9 
Post Office Telegraphs and 
Telephones me .. 18,787 12 2 19,123 6 8} 
Rents 23% oa va or 4,877 1 03 
Forests and Mines ... ese 2s 23,014 6 1 
Interest My ot «- 10,805 8 94 12,114 0 13 
Miscellaneous ie xe 8,716 4 7 1,326 8 2 
Sale of Crown and Colony 
Lands a Eat ee 2,056 8 3 2,012 15 83 
Premiums on Grants, 
Leases, &e. its as ee 26 17 6 
Interest on Surplus 
Revenue ... oe 380 1,231 3 11 552 16 0 
Refunds of Loans made by 
the Colony a ms 7,392 16 1 7,027 15 10 
Plantation, — Christianburg ae 3,072 5 4 
Charges Judicial Proceed- 
ings, Go... «18465 8 10 
Fees and Taxes... ot 9,985 14 5 
Government Lands and 
Houses... ee ah 2,214 14 2h 
Government Rstablish- 
ments , ai . 12,394 14 03 
Crown. Lands ae «18,319 17 10 
Mining Industry... -» 11,489 16 6 





Total fie -, £563,100 19 6} £593,498 14 11 
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Expenditure. 
1910-11. 
£ Sead 
His Excellency the Governor 5,099 1 114 
Legislature ... ba 134 9 114 
Government Secretariat 4,487 9 43 
Auditor-General 3,701 16 94 
Receiver-General 12,574 4 9 
Commissioners of Stamps... 702 14 04 
Customs a .. 15,892 15 14 
Commissaries poe 
Harbours 1,158 4 4 
Pilotage ie ye 1,896 11 6% 
Lands and Mines ... A 18,899 10 44 
Immigration Department ... 6,732 9 11 
Local Government Board .. 2,504 6 Of 
Registration ...... 1,200 10 3 
North-Western District 1,409 0 7 
Commissioner, Rupununi 
District as x " 
Judges ! 3,997 18 34 
Supreme Court : 
Law Officers 2,681 12 44 
Magistrates eas . 18,152 5 38 
Administration of Justice 5,012 12 84 
Official Receiver ees 1,049 138 34 
Registrar 4,447 4 10 
Police 49,643 11 4} 
Fire Brigade 2,940 0 14 
Prisons 11,181 10 © 
Ministers of Religion 19,251 0 0 
Poor 14,062 1 2 
Medical Department 34,506 16 103 
Hospitals, Asylums, and 
Dispensaries : .. 40,390 13 9 
Vaccination ae a 161 3 8 
Bacteriological Department ons 
Education— 
Queen’s College ... 2,616 2 6 
Primary 323025 15 1 
Miscellaneous... ie 1,382 19 11 
Industrial School, On- 
derneeming oak 2,207 6 44 
Orphan Asylum ... 1,468 7 3 
Post Office ne 24 349 4 105 
Science and ‘Agriculture is 9,719 14 11 
Colonial Civil Engineer ... 10,092 4 113 
Public Works— 
Annually Recurrent 16,559 9 74 
Extraordinary and New 
Works eee 2,973 3 74 
Roads and Waterways 21,778 17 23 


or 


1911-12. 
£ s. d. 
4.428 17 7 

473 10 105 
4,136 11 93 
3.739 2 2h 
4459 10 9 

566 16 4 
11,854 10 7} 
10.460 7 54 
3,188 17 10} 
21,651 15 6 
6.678 10 6} 
2728 2 10 
1,484 6 7 
1415 4 4} 

280 6 5} 
9702 18 8 
2,566 10 6} 
12,942 19 4 

703 11 84 
1,047 16 1 
51,736 4 33 
2985 6 7 
12775 B 4 
19,133 3 10 
12,356 12 1 
30,510 5 10} 
43,602 4 10 
1,372 17 63 
2,636 2 9 
33,410 19 2 
1446 8 11 
2,430 10 10 
1,288 12 93 
22284 3 24 
10,847 14 2h 
9,743 3 64 
20,366 9 10 
4,211 8 1 
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1910-11. 1911-12. 

£ od. £ ee 
Subventions—Municipal ... 10,816 7 34 10,705 16 2 
Subventions—other .. 84,184 15 74 39,047 0 11 
Militia and Volunteers ... 3,908 17 1 4,145 17 3 
Pensions ... ... 40,719 18 84 47,4138 19 23 
Miscellaneous see eae 9,926 14 8 9,709 10 64 
Public Debt 39,641 9 11 42,795 17 
Interest Unfunded ‘Debt . 122 5 3 te 
Expenses of Census a 5,187 5 2 
*Extraordinary Expendi- 

ture on Loan Works... a 12,986 13 11 





Total Expenditure ... £542,757 18 a £588,625 17 2 





3. The following table gives the totals of revenue and 
expenditure in the last five years: — 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ % tk. £ fe. es 
1907-1908... ae 548,293 5 94 620,046 2 94 
1908-1909... ssi 540,053 12 64 639,196 15 3 
1909-1910... ees 540,269 5 8 546,711 5 2 
1910-1911... an 563,100 19 63 642,757 18 11 
1911-1912... ee 593,498 14 11 598,625 17 2 
TAXATION. 


4. The Customs Duties Ordinance No. 1 of 1912 re-enacted 
the Ordinance of the previous year with the exception of Section 
19, which was repealed. The section referred 1o provided for an 
export tax on balata of two cents per pound. 


LIABILITIES AND ASSETS. 


5. The excess of assets over liabilities at 31st March, 1912, 
was £52,989 15s. 11d., made up as follows :— 





Liabilities. 

£ Babs 
Deposits atk es 83,808 7 11 
Unclaimed Balances, ‘be. soe 6,469 5 93 

Repayment of Loans by Corpora. 
tions (Reserve Fund) 3 167,442 19 9 
Drafts on the Crown Agents o 2,729 2 4 
Advance to Colony ny Crown n Agents 3,500 0 0 
Bondholders 815,815 0 0 
Sinking Funds pe en we 303,488 19 4 
Surplus and Deficit ... ee fi 52,989 15 11 
£1,486,243 11 0} 





*® Temporarily charged against Revenue pending the raising of an authorised 
loan. 


~F 
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Assets. 

£ s. d. 
Advances oe ona nee es 70,031 11 34 
Imprests ne a oA : 13,521 6 10 
Deposits Investments Ps, sae 10,189 4 2% 

Repayment of Loans by Corpora- 
tions (Reserve Fund) Investments 167,181 8 6 
Surplus Revenue Invested ... mes 14,790 0 0 
Remittances to Crown Agents eae 34,347 11 4 
Loans to Corporations Be he 111,504 3 44 
Loan Ordinances aed eee wee 702,551 14 2 
Sinking Fund Investments ... eae 808,488 19 4 
Receiver-General—Cash sty oh 8,687 12 0 


£1,436,243 11 04 





Pustic Dest. 


6. The public debt of the Colony at 31st March, 1912, was 
£885,815, a decrease of £1,300, as compared with the previous 
year. Of this amount, £815,815 represents sums borrowed for 
the construction of public works and for public purposes, the 
balance of £70,000 having been raised for immigration purposes, 
and is repayable out of moneys received from the planters under 
the provisions of the Immigration Loan Ordinance, 1864. 

7. There has been no loan issued during the year of report. 

8. The necessary provision for sinking fund and interest in 
respect of the Colony’s loans, exclusive of immigration, has been 
regularly made and the sum of £303,488 19s. 4d. stood at credit 
of sinking fund account on 31st March last. 

9. Taking the population at 296,041 souls, the public debt, 
exclusive of that portion of it raised for immigration purposes, 
amounts to £2 19s. 10d. per head of population. 


CuRRENCY. 


10. Accounts are kept in dollars and cents—the dollar 
being equal to 4s. 2d. The currency consists of British gold, 
silver and bronze. There is little gold in circulation however. 
Notes are issued by the British Guiana and colonial banks in 
denominations of $5, $20 and $100. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 
Revenue and Expenditure. 
1l. The revenue and expenditure of the city of Georgetown 


and the town of New Amsterdam in each of the past five years 
were as follows :— 


Georgetown. 
Revenue. Expenditure. 
1907-1908 ve on te 55,421 52,026 
1908-1909 ee ~ ed 55,296 54,125 
1909-1910 ae ae fo 54,073 53,518 
1910-1911 bie fe ba 55,992 54,089 


1911-1912 ues wae eno DO BIB 55,060 
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New Amsterdam. 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
1907-1908 os ae ane 10,271 9,920 
1908-1909 “ne fe oe 10,329 9,848 
1909-1910 ie Ss ihe 11,203 11,965 
1910-1911 ee oH te 10: 650 11,012 
1911-1912 2,035 11,745 


12. Revenue is iene Tanealls a a two per cent. tax on 
the appraised valuation of all houses and lands in the city and 
the usual municipal and water rates. The towns are well laid 
out and drained. They are lighted by electricity and provided 
with day and night telephone service. There is also an efficient 
electric tramway service in Georgetown controlled by a private 
company, with some 13 miles of lines in operation within the 
town, and an extension outside the town limits of four miles of 
line to Plantation Peter’s Hall. Georgetown has an efficient 
and well-equipped fire brigade. 

13. The funded debt of Georgetown at the end of the year was 
£58,162 1s. Id., and that of New Amsterdam £11,936 3s. 14d., 
for which proper provision for repayment of capital and interest 
is made, 

14. At the close of the year there were close on 93 incorporated 
villages and country districts under the control of the Local 
Government Board, ranging in importance from the small town 
with its 5,000 inhabitants to the hamlet with 100. They enjoyed 
a liberal measure of self-government. Revenue is derived 
chiefly from a tax on the value of land and buildings—the 
revenue collected during the year was £12,583, against an expen- 
diture of £12,623. Grants-in-aid or loans are from time to time 
made from general revenue to such of the villages as may need 
them. Provision for Hepaynient is made cues every year. 





TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 


Imports. 

15. The value of goods imported into the Colony during the 
year was £1,786,574, being greater than the value of the imports 
ia the previous year by £36,808. 

16. Beef, cocoa, fish preserved, matches, oats, salt, pickled 
pork, oils, and tea are the items mainly accountable for the 
increase. 

17. The goods imported may be classified as follows :— 

19 


10-11. 1911-12. 
£ 
1. Food, drinks, and tobacco ... 658,886 624,263 
2. Rawmaterials and articles mainly : 
unmanufactured 256,028 85,939 
3. Articles wholly or mainly mont- 
factured ... Be Dee « ~—660,958 894,710 
4, Miscellaneous Sea 2s «10,151 37,760 
5. Bullion and coin ... ua w. — 65,744 54,648 
6. Transit trade so ra an) S198 89,259 
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18. The chief food imports comprise flour, salted fish, pickled 
beef and pork, pulse, coffee, oils, butter and butter substitutes, 
and canned foods. The increase is accounted for by larger 
imports of beef, pickled (1,474 brls.), cigars and cigarettes (1,Ui¥ 
lbs.), cocoa, raw (80,389 lbs.), fish, preserved (136,853 Ilbs.), 
matches (17,810 gross), oats (570,060 lbs.), oil, petroleum (38,387 
glns.), pork (2,563 brls.), and tea (8,824 lbs.). 

19. The tobacco import was valued at £25,164, against 
£27,925 in the previous year. 

20. Of raw materials and articles mainly unmanufactured, 
decreases in values and quantities are found under materials for 
the manufacture of soap, £2,263; grain, £7,942; and lumber, 
£4,888. The larger oil import may be assigned to the extended 
use of machinery burning oil as fuel and motor traffic. The 
large increase in this item is accounted for by a stricter method 
ot classification introduced during the year. 

21. Under the third heading, bags and sacks are valued at 
£11,649 more than in the previous year; boots and shoes also 
show an increase of £2,655; hardware cutlery shows an increase 
of £2,904. The values of linen, cotton, and woollen goods show 
an increase of £48,612, as compared with 1910-11. The increase 
in the value of machinery imported, £10,262, is due to the 
establishment of a new factory for the manufacture of matches 
and importations of machinery for drainage and irrigation pur- 
peses. In the miscellaneous class there was an increase of 
£27,609 distributed amongst several items of small account. 

22. Of the total imports, 48°49 per cent. came from the United 
Kingdom, as against 47°64 in the previous year. Canada 
supplied 6°48 per cent., as against 8°23 per cent. in 1910-11. 

23. Other British possessions sent 6°39, against 5°03; the 
United States of America, 24°69, against 24°41; and other 
foreign countries, 8°96 per cent., against 9°14. 

24. There is u decrease in transit trade from 5°55 to 4°99. 

25. The value of the imports for the past five years is as 
follows :— 





190TSS, asses Sek Se SR LE, VDK765 958 
19089... ee ce, 838,947 
1909108 ae Why aie” eth A TacaBy 
19101 sae ete te | Sure 7497766 
1911O Pg ak) Deiel A PERS Sor rag ara. 


26. Canada continues to make steady headway in the local 
market against the United States with her flour. In 1906-7 
she supplied this commodity to the value of £11,800. In the 
year of report the Canadian flour is valued at £45,349. 


Exports. 


27. The export trade of the Colony for the year reached the 
total of £2,172,766, or £352,568 in excess of the value of the 
previous year’s exports. 

28. The comparative table below shows the value of the 
exports under the seven classes into which they naturally fall: — 
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1910-11. 1911-12. 
£ £ 
1. Food, drinks, and tobacco . 1,226,411 1,567,872 
2. Raw materials and articles 
mainly unmanufactured ot 189,474 182,642 
8. Articles wholly or mainly 
manufactured he id 54,944 43,855 
4, Miscellaneous... sha ae 2,450 18,450 
5. Bullion and coin oe ae 242,758 258,917 
6. Precious stones ... se fers 6,161 11,771 
7. Transit trade... a ie 97,998 89,259 


The first class is mainly composed of sugar, rum, molasses, 
molascuit, rice, rice-meal, coffee, cocoa, and coconuts. There 
was a decrease in the quantity of sugar exported to the extent 
of 1,586 tons, due to a shortage in the yield, the actual quantity 
exported (99,368 tons) being the smallest output for the past 
eleven years; but, as a result of the abnormal price, the value of 
the exports of sugar and its secondary products for the year 
exceeded the value of similar exports for any financial period 
since 1893-94. In 1910-11, the export of sugar was 100,954 
tons, valued at £1,040,465; in 1911-12, the figures are 99,368 
tons, valued at £1,380,542. 

29. There was an increase in the output of rum from 2,515,176 
gallons in 1910-11 to 3,022,831 gallons. A remunerative price 
was obtained in the English market for the rum made during 
the year, and this fact accounts for the large quantity exported. 

30. There was a decrease in the quantity of rice exported as 
compared with the previous year, though the prices obtained 
were slightly better. The quantity exported was less by 
1,787,394 lbs. than in the previous year. Nine years ago the 
export was only some 18,740 Ibs. The greater part of the rice 
exported was consigned to the British West Indies. 

31. Under Clause II. the principal articles are balata, 
1,101,593 Ibs., value £140,281; charcoal, 73,520 bags, value 
£8,200; hides, value £1,626; rubber, 3,104 lbs., value £562. 
Balata is less in quantity by some 5 per cent. than in the pre- 
ceding year, while the increase in the value was about ‘46 per 
cent, 

32. Ricemeal, value £3,716; leather, value £1,121; and citrate 
of lime, 6,334 lbs., value £191, are the principal items under 
Class III. The export of citrate of lime has decreased compared 
with the previous year, when 7,928 Ibs. were shipped. 

33. The value of colonial produce exported in each of the last 
five years is as follows :— 


£ 
1907-1908... as oe ahs 1,545,280 
1908-1909... oe Me me 1,958,509 
1909-1910° ... oy wee ae 1,829,920 
1910-1911... ask ois ie 1,628,105 
1911-1912... wes BS fo 1,964,635 


34. The export trade of the Colony was conducted with the 
several countries named, and in the proportion set out below: — 


BRITISH GUIANA, 1911-12. ° il 


Per cent. 
1910-11. 1911-12. 
To the United Kingdom... ... 40°00 32°83 
5, Canada... at .. 31°60 40°25 
;, other British Possessions .. = 4°20 2°81 
5, the United States of America ... 14°20 16°67 
5, other foreign countries ... =~ 470 3°32 


It will be observed that the shipments of sugar to the United 
Kingdom and the United States of America have gone down, 
while there is an increase as regards Canada. The United 
Kingdom took 8,188 tons less than in 1910-11. The shipment 
to Canada was 9,413 tons more. The quantity of rum taken by 
the United Kingdom was 666,177 gallons more than in the 
previous year. Canada took 111,881 gallons less. 

35. The Comptroller of Customs, in his report for the year 
1911-12, shows that the aggregate trade with the United Kingdom 
amounted to 39°89 per cent. of the total trade of the Colony, 
Canada coming next with 25°01 per cent. 69°3 per cent. of the 
total trade was transacted with parts within the British Empire. 
The United States of America did more business with the Colony 
than any other foreign country, being responsible for 20°29 of 
the aggregate trade. 

36. The subjoined table shows the distribution of the 
aggregate trade for the year :— 











Per cent. 
United Kingdom ... oat ee na3 39°89 
Canada na we mae ase 25°01 
Other British Possessions... sf at 4°43 
United States of America ... Bhi ae 20°29 
Other foreign countries ... is ie 5°87 
Transit trade ais a af a 451 


AGRICULTURE. 

37. The paragraphs above dealing with the exports indicate 
the principal agricultural industries of the Colony and their 
position during the year under review. The various public 
agencies for the improvement of agricultural efficiency continued 
their work during the year. 

38. The acreage under cane was 68,744 acres. The cane 
cultivation suffered in certain districts from the ravages of 
insect pests. The Economic Biologist of the Department of 
Science and Agriculture is giving attention to the pests in the 
hope of devising means for their effectual control. 

39. The experimental cultivation of varieties of cane was 
continued by the Board of Agriculture and in the sugar plan- 
tations, on which the area planted with varieties of cane other 
than the Bourbon increased from 45,484 acres to 46,341 acres, 
nbout 67 per cent. of the total area under cane cultivation. 








Sussipiary AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES. 
Rice. 
40. The avea under rice amounted to 36,000 acres, yielding 
39,800 tons of paddy last year. Attention is being given to the 
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cultivation and reaping of rice by mechanical means, but thie 
method is here still in its experimental stage. The rice grown 
is of excellent quality. 2,538 tons of rice and 1,364 tons of 
rice-meal were exported during the year 1911. A very keen 
demand has arisen amongst planters of rice for the specially 
selected seed paddy produced at the experimental fields of the 
Board of Agriculture. In the opinion of the Director of Science 
and Agriculture very large areas of the front lands of the Colony 
are preeminently suitable for the cultivation of rice. 


Cacao. 


41. The acreage under cacao does not increase, remaining at 
about 2,200 acres. Para rubber’ has been interplanted through 
considerable areas on some of the cacao plantations. The export 
of cacao rose from 472 cwts. in 1910 to 800 cwts. this year. 
A very large proportion of the cacao produced is, however, used 
locally either in the preparation of chocolate or of sweets, &c. 
There is an extensive belt of land in the Colony well suited 
for cacao. 

Rubber. 

42. The planting of Para rubber continues to progress. It is 
estimated that over 1,800 acres are now planted with Para 
rubber in the Colony. There has been a keen demand during 
the year for Para rubber plants, and some 45,000 have been sold 
by the Department of Science and Agriculture. Private im- 
portations of stumps, which are inspected by the Board of Agri- 
culture at port of entry, amounted to over 170,000, and there 
were also large importation of seeds from the East. Para rubber 
continues to grow satisfactorily in the river lands and on some 
of the back-lands of the sugar estates. On some estates trees 
which were planted during the years 1907-8 and 1908-9 are now 
being tapped. Satisfactory yields are being obtained and the 
quality of the rubber is good. At the Second International 
Rubber Exhibition, held in London in June and July, 1911, 
several samples of Para rubber from the Colony were exhibited. 
One sample obtained from trees grown on Demerara river lands 
was awarded the silver trophy for the best sample of plantation 
rubber shown from the West Indian colonies. This sample of 
rubber, as well as others exhibited from this Colony, were 
reported upon by experts as being fully equal to Eastern 
plantation rubber. 

43. Work at the several experimental stations established by 
Government in the interior of the Colony was systematically 
carried on during the year, and satisfactory progress was reported 
from them. Hevea brasiliensis, Funtumia elastica, and Castilloa 
elastica are being grown, as well as the various Sapium rubber 
trees. A considerable number of Bullet or Balata trees, 
Mimusops globosa, were planted at the North-Western Station. 
Some 32 cwts. of rubber were exported during the year. 
Upwards of 2,250 acres are now under cultivation in rubber. 


Coffee. 


44, The area under coffee was 2,840 acres. Of this, upwards 
of 1,600 acres are situated in the Canal Polder area of West 
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Demerara. Experiments carried on at the Botanical Gardens 
and at Onderneeming Farm, in addition to trials on planta- 
tions in the Demerara river district, indicate that the variety 
known as Coffea robusta (a Congo coffee grown largely in Java) 
is well suited for some of the river lands of the Colony. The 
export of coffee during the year amounted to 927 ewts. 


Coconuts. 


45. Coconuts are planted on some 12,240 acres of land, the 
acreage last year being 9,760. The export of nuts increased 
from 994 to 1,030 thousands, whilst, in addition, 1,415 ewts. of 
copra were exported. By far the greater number of the nuts 
grown were used locally for the manufacture of oil. There is 
a wide area of land suitable for the planting of coconuts, on parts 
of which extension of such planting is being actively carried 
on. Given proper cultivation and drainage, the yearly crop will 
be very largely increased in the near future. 


Limes. 


46. The cultivation of limes is slowly increasing. Six hun- 
dred and sixty acres are now occupied by this product. It is 
hoped that by the early erection of machinery for the productior 
of citrate of lime this promising industry will receive a much- 
desired impetus. 


Sisal. 


47. About 250 acres of sisal are now ready for reaping at the 
Hills Estates, Mazaruni River, and await only the erection of 
fibre-extraction machinery, which will be in operation in the 
course of a few weeks. 


Cattle. 


48. There are large areas of land suitable for the raising of 
cattle. The number in the Colony is estimated at 81,500, but 
it is probable that this estimate is considerably below the actual 
figure. The value of cattle exported was £5,711. Horses are 
returned at 2,650, sheep at 19,150, goats at 11,170, swine at 
17,000, and donkeys at 5,370. 


MANUFACTURES. 


49. Sugar, rum, molasses, molascuit, rice, and ricemeal are 
the principal articles of manufacture exported. A certain 
quantity of leather and cacao is prepared for local consumption. 
Matches are made, and there is a large and well-equipped ice 
factory with cold storage accommodation. 

50. One of the three iron-work foundries has good accommoida- 
tion for the docking and repairing of steamers of small size. 

51. There are two well-equipped factories in Georgetown 
which manufacture boots and shoes of all description for the 
local market. The larger is capable of turning out between 
2.000 to 3,000 pairs per week while the smaller can handle 500 
pairs. Both establishments manufacture strong and serviceable 
footwear which finds a ready sale with the great bulk of the 
people. The prices charged are very reasonable. 
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52. There is also a factory for the manufacture of soap, which 
is capable of turning out ten tons, or four hundred boxes, per 
week, 


FISHERIES. 


58. There is room for considerable development of the fishing 
industry; a large quantity of salted fish is imported yearly that 
might well be done without if more attention were given to the 
local fishing grounds. Barbecued or smoke-dried freshwater fish 
was once of some importance and pacou was sold in the George- 
town market. This industry might be revived. Excellent 
sport may be had in certain districts with rod and line with the 
tsrpon—locally known as the ‘‘ Cuffum.’’ 


Mings. 


54. 50,274 ounces of gold were passed through the Department 
of Lands and Mines for the year, being a decrease of 4,715 ounces 
on the production of 1910-11. 

55. The Peters and Aremu mines remained closed during the 
year, but the Barima mine, although not opened for steady work, 
made some spasmodic crushings of quartz obtained from various 
parts of the claims held by the company, and 1,574 ounces were 
produced in this way. 

56. There was a small decrease of 281 ounces in production 
from placer washing this year; not due so much to discontinuance 
of operations as to the severe and prolonged drought experienced 
from August to the close of the year, making alluvial work in 
many of the districts impossible from want of water. 

57. The two dredging companies, the Guiana Gold Company 
and Minnehaha Syndicate, worked throughout the year, the 
former obtaining 7,222 ounces for the year, and the latter 2,347 
ounces. 

58. The hydraulicking work at Hoorie, in Barama, was closed 
down in April after producing 252 ounces from the 31st March, 
1911, to that date. 

59. Work in the diamond industry has continued, and the 
output for the year is 7,647 carats, a considerable increase of 
4,612 carats on last year’s production of 3,035 carats. 


Crown Lanps anp Forests. 


60. The cultivation of rubber has not attracted so much atten- 
tion this year, though the cultivation at the Hills Estate, 
Mazaruni, “‘ Aliki,’’ and Liberty Island, Essequibo, has been 
continued steadily. 

61. 1,094,435 pounds of balata were collected by licensees 
during the year. The decrease is due to the drought experienced 
during the last half of the year. In addition to the above, the 
aboriginal Indians collected 14,181 pounds from off the Indian 
reservations. One new company, viz., the Amsterdam Balata 
Compagnie, was floated during the year. 

62. 239,193 cubic feet of timber were exported, a decrease of 
17,652 cubic feet on 1910-11, due to the drought rendering 
shipment from the upper rivers impossible, 
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63. 193 wood-cutting licences were issued during the year, 
covering an area of 72,771 acres. 

64. An American timber merchant, Mr. S. W. Bonsall, applied 
for 18,000 acres on Corentyne river and 10,000 acres on 
Essequibo, on which he has started to cut all kinds of wood 
giving an average girth of more than 10 inches; the wood is 
being used for veneering, pattern-making, &c. 

65. The Mara Mara Company, who obtained a lease last year 
for 30 square miles for wood-cutting, has been engaged all the 
year clearing and grading a track for a line of rails to bring 
out the timber to the bank of the river. No wood-cutting 
operations have yet started. 

66. 104 grants, comprising an area of 2,634 acres, and 60 
homesteads with an area of 297 acres, were issued. 

67. The larger area issued last year is due to the grant of 
5,000 acres on Abary creek issued to the Abary Plantation 
Company. On this tract, which has been completely empoldered 
and drained, an area of 3,000 acres has been prepared for rice, 
to be planted during the rainy season of May to August, 1912. 


SHIPPING. 


68. The number and aggregate tonnage of steam vessels using 
the ports of the Colony was more than in the previous year, while 
the aggregate tonnage for sailing vessels shows a decrease. The 
increase as regards the former seems to be due to a new line 
calling in here from the United States of America. The decrease 
as regards the latter is accounted for by ordinary fluctuation. 
The subjoined table gives the nationality and particulars of the 
shipping making entry during the ve 






























































Steam Vesssels. H Saiting Vessels. | Total. 
| : 
i Tonnage. 5 Tonnage. 
Nationality, | 
H at 
i a 
= 
a 
! 
British 331,669 
French | 29 
Dutch | 94,581 
Norwegian | 24,181 
American, 638 
Russian . = ac 1,499 
Danish 13 | 20,701 : 20,841 20,841 
Venezuelan| —|—| — | — | 1,286 
German ...| 7; 2] 9,202} 2,147 —-j]-— 2) 2,147 
| | 1 = 4 
Total... 414 '415 [479,605 468,101 |2,04 2 5 ahaa 20,820 |2,460 2,738 504,153 488,921 
(era ees l ! ! 





69. The percentage of total tonnage entered is: French, 2°48 
per cent.; Russian, °31 per cent.; Venezeuelan, “27 per cent. ; 
British, 67:84 per cent.; Dutch, 19°34 per cent.; American, °13 
per cent.; Danish, 426 per cent.; Norwegian, 4°93 per cent.; 
German, ‘44 per cent. 
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70. Outward bound there was a total tonnage of steam vessels 
of 476,676 tons against 478,168 tons in the previous year. Of 
sailing ships, 2,249, of an aggregate tonnage of 23,066, cleared 
against 1,881, aggregating 23,878 tons, in 1910-11, 

71. The totals of arrivals and departures during the past five 
years are shown below :— 














Entered. Cleared. 
Year. 

No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 
1907-1908... ose 1,374 394,206 1,369 392,674 
1908-1909... ate 1,746 482,332 1,746 479,052 
1909-1910... ue | 2,097 447,658 2,043, 450,706 
1910-1911 21460 504,153 2,300 502,046 
1911-1912... tee 2,738 488,921 2,687 499,742 











LEGISLATION.* 


72. During the year twenty-six ordinances have been passed. 
Of these only one is a private Ordinance, and the rest may be 
classed as public Ordinances. 

No Ordinances of first class importance were passed, and no 
less than twelve of them were Ordinances amending Ordinances 
previously passed. 

The more important Ordinances are the following : — 

Customs Duties (No. 2) and Tax (No. 8) are the Ordinances 
under which the revenue of the Colony for the financial year 
1911-1912 is raised, the former being the Ordinance under which 
Customs duties are levied and the latter that under which the 
inland revenue is raised. 

Immigration (Exemption) (No. 5). There are now in the Colony 
a large number of persons of East Indian descent who weré born in 
it, but whose parents came from India as indentured immigrants. 
Under the immigration law these persons are classed as immi- 
grants, and for certain purposes remain under the immigration 
law, chiefly for their own protection, but a number of them desire 
to be free from all connection with the immigration law, and to 
relinquish their special rights and obligations under it, and to 
become ordinary subjects of the King and to come under the 
ordinary law of the Colony. Under this Ordinance such persons 
can make a declaration to that effect, and receive a certificate from 
the head of the Immigration Department, after which they cease 
to be in any way under the immigration law and become merged 
in the general population of the Colony as ordinary citizens. 

The Ordinance also removes all Chinese from under the immi- 
gration law. Many years ago a number of Chinese came to the 
colony as indentured immigrants and their descendants are still 








* Condensed from a report on the Legislation of British Guiana for the ‘year 
1910 by Sir Crossley Rayner, K.C., Attorney General. 
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here, but the immigration of indentured Chinese labourers has 
long since ceased. For the future no Chinese will be subject to 
the immigration law. 

Territorial Force (No. 7).—This Ordinance was passed to enable 
members of the English Territorial Force who are in this Colony 
to be attached to the local forces of the Colony for training, and 
while so attached to be under the same discipline as members of 
the local force to which they are attached. 

Quarantine (No. 8).—Of late years a number of Ordinances, 
no less than five, have been passed to give effect to a Convention 
made between British Guiana and several West Indian Colonies 
for a uniform quarantine law. The Convention and the regula- 
tions made under it have been amended from time to time—hence 
the various Ordinances above referred to—and the Ordinance now 
in question has been passed to consolidate all these Ordinances 
(which are repealed by it) and to incorporate the latest amend- 
ments made in the Convention and regulations. 

Mining (Duty on Profits) (No. 9).—Hitherto the revenue from 

the gold industry of the Colony has been obtained by a royalty 
on the gold won, but in order to assist persons engaged in large 
mining operations, and to encourage miniig on a large scale, 
this Ordinance has been passed to enable persons to pay a duty 
of five per cent. on the profits made by them, instead of a royalty. 
Customs (Export Duties) No. 12).—Until this year no export 
duties had been levied in this Colony, but in the Customs Duties 
Ordinance passed this year (No. 2, sect. 19) an export duty of two 
cents a pound was imposed on balata (a substance somewhat similar 
to gutta percha and now largely exported from the Colony). No 
provision is made in the Ordinance dealing with the collection of 
export duties, and the Ordinance now reported on makes the 
necessary provision for the collection of this duty and any other 
export duties which may hereafter be imposed. 
Stills (No. 16).—This Ordinance prevents any person using a 
still of greater capacity than one quart, for any purpose whatever, 
without a licence, and makes the possession of a still without 
having a licence for it an offence punishable by a penalty not 
exceeding five hundred dollars or not more than six months’ 
imprisonment. 

The object of this somewhat drastic enactment is to render more 
difficult the illicit distilling of spirits, an offence very rife in some 
parts of the Colony. 

Weights and Measures (Sale of Rice) (No. 17).—The cultivation 
of rice has of late years become an important industry in this 
Colony, but serious disputes have recently occurred between the 
rice-growers and the persons who buy the rice. The rice has not 
usually been sold by standard measures, but by some other 
measure, a kerosene oil tin (one made to hold four gallons of oil) 
being a favourite measure. Complaints have been made as to 
unfairness in the use of these measures, and as to their capacity 
being altered, and this Ordinance has been passed to prevent the 
sale of rice by any but standard weights and measures, and it 
makes illegal any agreement to sell rice by any other weight or 
measure. By an Ordinance passed in 1851 (No. 2 of 1851) the 
standard weights and measures for the Colony are the English 
Imperial standards. 


27856 B 
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Shop Assistants (Hours) (No. 23).—This Ordinance has_ been 
passed to regulate the hours of persons employed in shops. Under 
it no person may be employed before 6 a.m. nor after 4 p.m., 
except on Saturdays when in certain shops he may be employed 
up to 9 p.m. Also every shop assistant is to be allowed a half 
holiday from 1 p.m. on one day a week. 

The one private Ordinance (No. 6) was passed to incorporate 
the Moravian Church in the Colony, and give it power to hold 
lands, and to sue and be sued, as has already been done in the case 
of several religious bodies at work in the Colony. 


EDUCATION. 


73. The Primary Education Code is based on the system of 
grants-in-aid for each child who passes in writing and arithmetic 
and sewing; in all the other subjects, namely, geography, prac- 
lical work in gardens, elementary hygiene, nature knowledge, 
singing, and drill, the pupils are examined by samples of them 
selected by the Inspector from one or more classes or standards. 
These grants vary between 1s. O}d. and 4s. 44d.—there is also an 
attendance grant of 12s. 6d. for every 30 children presented for 
examination. Nine-tenths of the total grant earned must be paid to 
the teachers and assistant teachers, and those holding certificates 
are entitled, when in charge of a school, to pay at the rate of £50, 
£37 10s. or £20 per annum accordingly as they hold a First, 
Second, or Third Class certificate. The question of the training 
of teachers has proved to be of considerable difficulty, but there is 
every reason to hope that, in lieu of a local training college, the 
decision arrived at, to send every year six students (three males 
and three females) selected by competitive examination from the 
Pupil Teachers, to the Mico and Shortwood Training Colleges in 
Jamaica, respectively, will prove to be entirely satisfactory. The 
first batch of students commenced their two years’ course at these 
Colleges at Easter 1910, and are due to return to the Colony in 
April, 1912. 

74. The expenditure in grants-in-aid during the year was 
£30,397 13s, 5d., and this sum was distributed among 221 schools 
with an average daily attendance of 21,561, the number on the 
books being 35,480. 

75, British Guiana is essentially an agricultural country, and 
the importance of sound agricultural training for its growth can 
hardly be over-estimated. There is a system of model gardens 
in the various districts of the Colony, under the direction and 
contro] of the Director of Science and Agriculture, and a good 
number of the primary schools have gardens attached to them. 
Something more is, however, wanted and funds have been pro- 
vided by the Combined Court for the establishment of an Agricul- 
tural School in the Colony on the same lines and principles as 
those on which such schools have been established by the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture in Dominica, St. Lucia, and St. 
Vincent, 
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75. Secondary education is provided for, in the case of girls, 
mainly by private enterprise. Boys are provided for at Queen’s 
College, which is maintained by Government, and by two or three 
private schools. The staff at Queen’s College is mainly recruited 
from graduates in honours of Oxford or Cambridge. The Science 
Department is in charge of the Director of Science and Agriculture 
with an Assistant Demonstrator. 

77. There is a system of scholarships under which pupils from 
the primary schools can pass on to the secondary schools; these 
scholarships are open to both boys and girls. A Guiana scholar- 
ship of the value of £600 and extending over three, four, or five 
years is awarded every year on the result of an examination by 
the Cambridge Syndicate. 

78. Georgetown is a centre for the Cambridge Local Examina- 
tions and those of the College of Preceptors. The matriculation 
and other ordinary degree examinations of the University of 
London may also be taken in the Colony. 

79. Out of 184 candidates examined from the Colony at the last 
Cambridge Local Examination 99 passed. 

The honours and distinctions gained were 16 and 22 respectively. 


InpustriaL anp AGRICULTURAL ScHooLs. 


80. The instruction and training of vagrant boys and youthful 
male offenders is provided for by the Government Industrial 
School Ordinance No. 8 of 1907. The Government Industrial 
School at Onderneeming, which is governed by the Ordinance, 
has accommodation for 160 boys. The number of inmates on the 
81st March, 1912, was 104, while the daily average during the 
year was 1021. The net cost per head was £20 17s. 5d. 

81. The large majority of inmates are trained in agriculture, 
the institution being worked as a farm school and possessing 100 
acres of land in cultivation with coffee, cacao, rubber, limes, 
nutmeg, and fruit trees. A small number of the boys are also 
trained as carpenters, tailors, and bakers. 


GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


82. The hospitals and asylums of the Colony were maintained 
during the year in their usual efficient condition. The total ex- 
penditure on the Medical Department, including the Bacterio- 
logical Department, quarantine services, vaccination, and medical 
examinations under the Coroners Ordinance, was £75,485 8s. 8d. 
Of this £44,798 15s. 9d. was for salaries, including the salaries 
of the dispensers attached to the various prisons, the industrial 
school at Onderneeming, and the alms-house. 

83. There ‘are five public hospitals in the principal centres of 
population and the outlying districts are served by dispensary 
hospitals and dispensaries. The immigration law also requires the 
maintenance of hospitals on every plantation on which there are 
indentured Fast Indian labourers, and those institutions are 
available for the treatment of emergency and pauper cases from the 
general community. 
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84. There were 758 patients in the public hospitals at the-be- 
ginning of the year and 17,185 were admitted during the year. 
The daily average was 697. There were 1,952 deaths. In _ad- 
dition to those admitted to hospital, out-door treatment was given 
to 83,009 persons. 

85. The daily average of inmates in the lunatic asylum was 
766, considerably higher than in the previous year. Of this, 467 
were males and 299 females; 67 were discharged cured and 65 
died. 

86. At the leper asylum there was 422 patients when the year 
began; 299 males and 128 females. During the year 139 were 
admitted. 

Poor House. 


87. There is only one poor house for the Colony and this is 
situated in Georgetown. The daily average number of inmates 
during the year was 760 against 804 in the previous year. 
£7,730 17s, 4d. were expended in maintenance and there was in 
addition an outlay of £5,311 8s. 8d. on out-door relief. Included 
in this category were some 67 school children who were given 
a meal each daily. 

Savines Bank. . 

88. There is only one savings bank now under Government 
control, managed by the Post Office. As previously decided upon, 
the work of amalgamating the Treasury and the Post Office 
Banks was commenced on Ist November, 1910, and completed 
on 30th June, 1911. 

89. The Post Office conducted savings banks at 49 offices. The 
amount at credit of depositors on 81st December was 
£244,714 28. 9d., or £92,528 19s. 74d. more than in 1910, due to 
the increased number of accounts as resulting from the amalga- 
mation of the two banks. Against this liability investments to the 
value of £271,456 were held. Of the total on deposit East Indians 
(indentured and unindentured) were responsible for £123,051; 
Portuguese £20,614; Chinese £3,406; and other £96,406. 

90. The savings bank opened by one of the local banking in- 
stitutions continues to transact business and is responsible for 
diverting an appreciable number of accounts from the savings bank 
under Government. 

91, The report of the Treasury Bank shows liabilities to depositors 
on 31st December, 1910, of £106,140 1s. 64d. This sum was 
exclusive of £438 7s. 1d. due to depositors for unclaimed balances. 
Against these sums securities to the value of £202,062 Is. 6d. 
were held. This appears to be a large over-capitalization, but. 
due as a matter of fact to the transfer of all the accounts in terms 
of Combined Court Resolution XIII. of 8rd November, 1910, to 
the Post Office Savings Bank in process. During the year 
(between November and December) £60,615 10s. 8d. was trans- 
ferred to the Post Office Savings Bank leaving on 31st December, 
1910, 7,587 accounts to be transferred with £31,242 Gs. 4d. at 
credit of Hast Indians; £3,270 17s, 7d. Chinese ; £23,789 12s. 54d. 
Portuguese, and £47,887 5s. 2d. for Creoles (exclusive of un- 
claimed balances). 
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92. There were 4,338 persons committed to prison during the 
year, being 224 less than in the previous year; of the total 3,795 
were males and 543 females. For purpose of penal imprisonment 
3,238 persons were received into the prisons as against 3,373 in 
1910-11. The daily average in prison fell from 417'98 to 400°28. 
The total number in custody on 31st March, 1912, was 454 as 
against 373 in the previous year. 

93. There was 1 death among prisoners; 5 were subject to 
corporal punishment, and there were 2 executions during the 
year. The total expenditure for prison administration was 
£12,779 12s. 103d. 





CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


94. The cases reported to the Police numbered 7,736. This 
is a decrease of no less than 1,668 cases under the number re- 
ported in 1909-1910. Offences against the person numbered 1,196 
cases, priedial larceny 127, and offences against property, injury, 
larceny, &c., were responsible for 1,997 cases. ‘The principal 
heads under which decreases occurred are :— 

Offences against the person. 
Malicious injury to property. 
Larceny and similar offences. 
Disorderly conduct and vagrancy. 
The increases are few and occurred chiefly under the heads of : — 
Employers and servants. 
Minor offences. 
Prevention of cattle stealing and 
Lepers. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


95. The birth and death-rates appearing in this report have 
been calculated on the Registrar-General’s estimate of the popu- 
lation of the Colony at 31st December, 1911, which was 295,784, 
or 153,441 males and 142,373 females. 

96. There were 8,530 births registered during the year, or 198 
more than in 1910, when there were less than in the year previous 
by 615; consequently, there has been a slight increase in the 
birth-rates this year. The figures are 28:8 per 1,000 for 1911, 
275 per 1,000 for 1910, and 29°3 per 1,000 for 1909. The mean 
rate for the previous five years was 29'1 per 1000. 

97. The birth-rate per 1,000 of the estimated population of each 
of the different races representing the community is as follows :-— 
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Races. 1911. | 1910. | 1909. 

ba = teeth = 
Europeans other than Pormuauere ist 107 pur. 13'9 cae 2111.) 
Portuguese en Be we | 25°9 ; 216 | 93.9 \ 20°6 | 23°8 f 20°6 
East Indians ... ‘ ae | 260 | 24-4 | 276 
Chinese a bh a vee | B25 | 856 | 32-2 
Aborigines... oe wee ae | 677 | 651 61:3 
Blacks... co geut|t 20M | 29-7 30:9 


Mixed Races ... tae sie rags |t 329 ; 27-0 27-5 





With the exception of aaxobenas Chinese, and Tineke, w hich 
show decreases, an increase has been noted in respect of each race 
on the figures for 1910. On the figures for 1909 there is also 
an increase as regards each race except Europeans, Hast Indians, 
and Blacks which show slight decreases. Of the births registered 
3,303 or 38°7 per cent. were legitimate and 5,227 or 61°3 per cent. 
illegitimate. 

98. The deaths registered were 9,385 or 1,039 less than in the 
previous year, when the deaths were 1,057 more than in 1909. 
The death-rate is 31'7 per 1,000 of the estimated population and 
was 344 last year and 30°0 in 1908. The mean rate for the 
previous five years was 32°2. 

99. Again this year it has to be recorded that the mortality 
amongst children under one year continues to be high: during the 
year 1,865 deaths occurred, or 229 per 1,000 births, which how- 
ever is a decrease on 1,954, or 235 per 1,000 for the previous year. 
The mean rate for the past five years continues at 210 per 1,000. 

100. The following table shows the proportions of deaths of the 
children under one year of age, of each race, to every 1,000 births 
of each such race for the year under review and the two previous 
years 1910 and 1909 :— 














Races. | 1911. 1910. | 1909. 





: + 
i 
Europeans other than Portuguese ... 253 838 40 
Portuguese... oes wee ie 958 } 238 263 oe 272 t 235 
| 
] 


East Indians ... an. ee ve | 205 230 209 
Chinese eee rh ane soy 00: 154 169 
Aborigines... ose one eve i) Helle 168 98 
Blacks ... ee ies Res vee | 248 250 228 
Mixed Races ... wee i eee | 207 201 181 





Pusric Huarru. 

101. The five principal causes of death throughout the Colony 
during the past five years are given by the Registrar-General of 
Births and Deaths as follows :—malaria 19-5 per cent.; pneumonia 
and bronchitis 13°3 per cent.; diarrhoeal diseases 12°9 per cent. ; 
kidney diseases 7°5 per cent.; and phthisis and other forms of 
tuberculosis 6:2 per cent. 

102. There was no epidemic of any dangerous, infectious, or 
contagious disease, though the existence of plague in neighbouring 
places @ gave rise to considerable anxiety. 
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103. Anti-malarial and anti-mosquito measures are being gener- 
ally and gradually enforced with visible signs of success. The 
number of screened vats in the City of Georgetown has increased, 
as a result of the screening regulations being enforced. In 
1906-07, 33,748 cases of malarial fever were treated in the sugar 
estates’ hospitals; at the end of 1911-12, the numbers have fallen 
to 15,164. For the year under review there were 5,235 fewer cases 
treated than in the previous year. Quinine has been for some 
years sold at all post offices to the general public at cost price. 
It is also distributed by the sugar estates free to their labourers. 
Prisoners, memhers of the police force, the inmates of the indus- 
trial school at Onderneeming and the orphan asylum, and atten- 
dants at the public institutions are also supplied by the Colony 
with free quinine. 

104. Anchylostomiasis, which has engaged the attention of 
the Medical Department for several years, has considerably de- 
creased on the sugar estates; this is due to improved sanitary 
measures and the erection of latrines. 

105. A mosquito census for the City of Georgetown was taken 
by the Government bacteriologists; this census showed the 
cnormous number of mosquito-breeding grounds and the necessity 
for a more vigorous campaign against the mosquito. 


CLIMATE. 


106. The total rainfall for the calendar year 1911 at the Botanic 
Gardens, Georgetown, was 87°89 inches. 
The rainfall during the last five years has been as follows : — 


Tnches. 
1907 me a bee ach 109-24 
1908 ae a a ees w= 8974 
1909 es ie si aM .. 107-95 
1910 ee ead oe ou ... 10146 
1911 oe : ~ “8rep 


107. Barometer.—The highest reading at 9 a.m. was on the 
5th July, 30°165, and the lowest on the 20th October, 29°926, 
the mean reading at 9 a.m. being 30°027. The highest at 4 p.m. 
was on the 27th August, 30°050, and the lowest on the 81st 
October, 29°831, the mean reading at 4 p.m. being 29°946. 

108. Temperature.—The average maximum temperature in the 
shade was 85°4 deg. Fahr., and the average minimum was 74'6 
deg. Fahr. The mean of the maximum and minimum tempera- 
ture in the shade was °2 deg. Fahr. above the average. The 
mean maximum in the sun was 144°9 deg. Fahr., whilst the 
highest temperature in the sun, 157 deg. Fahr., was in Sep- 
tember, and the lowest at night was 70 deg. Fahr. in September. 

109. Sunshine.—The amount of sunshine that was recorded 
during the year was 2,236°4 hours, being 154°6 hours less than 
the previous year and 145°2 hours less than the average. 


POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICE. 


110. The revenue collected by the Post Office was £31,184, as 
against £30,914 in the previous year. The number of articles 
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posted is estimated at 8,679 less than in 1910-1911. Some 9,256 
fewer letters were dealt with, postcards were more by 24,518, 
and printed matter 8,841 less, 

111. The business done in inland money orders shows a slight 
increase. The orders dealt with numbered 66,852, of the value 
of £100,350 as against 65,539, of the value of £97,665, in the 
previous year. 

112. Foreign money orders were issued to the value of £22,570, 
while orders were cashed to the extent of £47,603. British 
postal orders were sold to the value of £9,793 and local orders, 
£7,929. 

113. The Inland and foreign parcels post services show a 
decrease on the previous year, the parcels handled being 13,326 
and 16,198, as against 15,382 and 16,791, respectively, in 1910- 
1911. 

114. The number of local telegrams dealt with was 11,212, 
against 70,433 in the previous year. 


OCEAN COMMUNICATION. 


115. A contract has been entered into between the Imperial 
Government and the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company for 
a fortnightly mail service with the West Indies. For the con- 
veyance of mails by this service the Colony pays £3,000 per 
annum. 

116. Under a contract between British Guiana and certain of 
the West Indian Islands and the Royal Mail Company, a regular 
fortnightly connection with the service referred to in the pre- 
ceding paragraph is maintained. The Colony’s share of the 
subsidy for this service is £5,000 per annum. 

117. Mails are also received and despatched by boats of the 
Compagnie General Transatlantic, the Koninklikje West Indische 
Mail Dienst, the Fast Asiatic Company, the Quebec Steamship 
Company, and the Pickford and Black Steamship Company. 


MILITARY FORCES. 


118. The Police Force—which is recruited from the general 
population and officered by Furopeans—, the Militia, and the 
Volunteers were maintained at their normal strength during the 
year. The expenditure on the Militia was £3,781 16s. 03d. and 
on the Volunteers, £349 17s. 8d. 





IMMIGRATION. 


119. There was a decrease in the number of immigrants from 
Saleutta as compared with last year—the figures being 1,749, 
as against 2,116 in 1910-1911. Owing to a severe drought, which 
lasted from the middle of August to April of the current year, 
it was a matter of great difficulty for employers of labour to 
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provide work for immigrants living off the estates. However, 
no effort was spared by the planters to relieve the situation by 
taking in new land, digging trenches, &c., and by allowing 
their village neighbours free access to the drinking reservoirs 
and trenches. Measures were also taken by the Government to 
deal with the industrial stagnation by the appointment of a 
Drought Committee, and loans, amounting to $20,850, were 
granted to provide relief work in the rural districts and to 
provide water for drinking purposes. 

120. The number who returned to India was 802. The savings 
remitted by them amounted to £7,686 17s. 94d., and the jewellery 
they took with them was valued at £1,000. 

121. Some 13,400 cattle were owned by the East Indians 
on the several estates, besides 3,000 sheep and goats, and the 
value of the real property which passed into their hands was 
£14,744 8s. 8d. Property to the value of £6,101 11s. 3d. was 
acquired by Chinese immigrants. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


122. The year of report closed with a surplus of revenue over 
expenditure of £4,872, which, added to the surplus balance, which 
last year stood at £48,116, brings the surplus balance at the 
close of the year of report up to a total of £52,988. 

123. It has to be recorded that the Colony passed through one 
of the severest droughts in the history of British Guiana. At 
the close of the financial year in March, there had been no 
rainfall for the preceding seven months. The sugar industry, 
in common with smaller industries, suffered severely. Owing 
to failure of crops, money was scarce and trade generally 
depressed. 

124. As regards the sugar industry, the year was one of 
extremes. The sugar market for the first five months rose 
steadily, and as the year advanced prices went soaring until, 
in October, quotations reached $4, the highest figure attained 
during the preceding ten years, this remarkable rise being the 
outcome of a shortage in the beet crop due to drought on the 
Continent. 

125. Local sugar growers, however, did not reap much 
advantage from the rise in prices, owing to damage to crops 
from the excessive dry weather. 

126. As compared with the previous year, there was a shortage 
in the sugar crop of 1,586 tons. 

127. Sir Frederic Hodgson left the Colony on the 6th August 
on the completion of seven years’ service as Governor. Pending 
the appointment of a successor, Mr. Charles T. Cox, C.M.G., 
Government Secretary, acted as Governor. 

128. In furtherance of the negotiations which had been in 
progress for closer trade relations with the Dominion of Canada 
on a preferential basis, a delegate from this Colony, with a 
leading member of the mercantile community in an advisory 
capacity, left in March for a conference at Ottawa. in response 
to an invitation from the Government of Canada. 


27856 Cc 
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129. The population of the Colony, as returned by the census 
which was taken on the night of the 2nd April, 1911, was 
296,041. These figures, as compared with the figures of the last 
census taken in 1891 show an increase of 17,713 souls, repre- 
senting an increase of 6°36 per cent. The above total does not 
include the bulk of the aboriginal population living in the 
remote parts of the Colony, whose number is estimated at 18,000, 
It is to be recorded with regret that the population showed no 
natural increase, immigration being alone responsible for the 
increase shown above. 

180. Much to the satisfaction of all concerned, definite 
arrangements were come to during the year as regards a trans- 
atlantic mail service. The contract entered into with the Royal 
Mail Steam Packet Company, which can be regarded as 
favourable to the Colony, will continue in force until the 9th 
August, 1917. 

131. The services of Mr. G. Tew were engaged by the Crown 
Agents for the Colonies to survey the proposed line of railway 
to the Potaro and Konawaruk districts. He arrived in the 
Colony on the 28th September, 1911. At the close of the year 
of report, Mr. Tew’s investigation had not been concluded, but 
from information to hand it is not anticipated that his report 
will be favourable to the construction of a railway through that 
district. 

132. The amalgamation of the Treasury and Post Office 
Savings Banks, which had been under consideration for some 
time, was finally concluded on the 30th June, when all the banks 
were placed in charge of the Post Office. 

138. During the year the Demerara Electric Company com- 
pleted the extension of their tramway service to Peter’s Hall, 
on the east bank of the Demerara River, a distance of four miles 
from the outskirts of Georgetown. This extension has proved 
very popular amongst the travelling public, and it is hoped that 
the encouragement thus given. to the company will lead them to 
extend their system in other directions. 


Geo. D. Bayzzy. 
18th November, 1912. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c, 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


_ Northern Territories of the Gold Coast see R, 





ANNUAL. 
Colony, &c. Year. 
Ceylon te aie See eee 1910-1911 
Gibraltar ave ave ase err 1911 
Gambia z & ee we Ws 
Ashanti oc oe wd ies wee aoe ene ” 


Falkland Islands... ae See ek see ove 
Seychelles... Be 


Hong Kong... ae ais ae ee By 
Sierra Leone ose 
Gold Coast ... eee . 
Turks and Caicos Island 








Fiji... ase eee an ees ase ch ans 
Bechuanaland Protectorate ous Me aed ee 1911-1912 
Basutoland ... eee on ae aes ae ae ” 
Colonial Survey Committee oe ay ane cas 
Malta che aes one ee ays gue ase * 
Nyasaland ... aaa tee we ne) ” 
British Honduras ... Fo ans 1911 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands... ove eae 1910 





Southern Nigeria ... a tee ea eee ny 1911 
Somaliland ... ene tee a eee ose we 1911-1912 
Imperial Institute ... ae ae ae eee aie 1911 





Northern Nigeria ... Sam aac <a vee eee ” 

Jamaica ie he ate ao a ae ee 1911-1912 

Swaziland ... oes Nes oe ” 

Bahamas a 

Grenada, . ase eee ase 1911 

Uganda ies aS wee eee ar ate ee 1911-1912 

Mauritius ... ane oie sae oD nee a 1911 

Trinidad and Tobago on se ats ae see 1911-1912 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &c. Subject. 

Fiji... ae ane a + Hurricane, 1910. 

Jamaica. ove on « Cayman Islands. 

Ceylon ave rr) aes + Mineral Survey, 1906-7 and 
1907-8. 

West Indies ... oe ase + Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 


Southern Nigeria ... eee + Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 

St. Vincent ... oes see +» Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 

Weihaiwei ... evs bse + Census, 1911. 

Northern Nigeria ... ay « Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9, 

Nyasaland ... ove rs .»» Mineral Survey, 1908-9, 

Southern Nigeria ... a5 +» Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Imperial Institute ... oe «+ Bubber and Gutta-percha. 

Southern Nigeria ... oye + Mineral Survey, 1910. 

West Indies... ove one -. Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, &e. 
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DEC 15 1937 


No. 747. 


ST. VINCENT. 


(For Report for 1910-11, see No. 712.) 


Tue ADMINISTRATOR To THE AcTING GovERNOR. 


Government House, 
St. Vincent, 
26th October, 1912. 


Sir, 

I nave the honour to forward to your Excellency for trans- 
mission to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, my annual 
report on the Blue Book of the Colony of St. Vincent for the year 
1911-12. 

T have, &c., 
C. Gipron Murray, 
Administrator. 


His Excellency 
Edward J. Cameron, Esq., C.M.G., 
&e., &e., &e., 
St. Lucia. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF ST. VINCENT FOR 
THE YEAR 1911-12. 


COLONIAL, REPORTS—ANNUAL, 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


GeveraL Revenue and ExpeEnprrure. 


1911-12:— 


HAs 


DSOWNAAM 


(Table 1.) 


Comparative Yearly Statement of the Revenue. 


Heads of Revenue. 


. Customs: 


Import 
Export 


. Port ard Harbour D Dues: 


Tonnage ... 
Port 


. Licences, Excise, and In- 


ternal Revenue : 
Licences—Liquor 

Do. —Other 
Excise... 
Land and House Tax 
Income Tax ee 
Other Internal Revenue... 


. Fees of Court or Office, Pay- 


ments for Specific Ser- 
vices, and Reimburse- 
ments in aid ; bee 


. Post Office ... 


Telephones 

Rent of Government Property 
Interest and Refunds of Loans 
Miscellaneous Receipts 


. Sales and Leases of Crown 


Lands 


Total Local Revenue ... 
Parliamentary Grant: 

In aid of Agricultural 

Department a 


Total General Revenue 


Amount col- 
lected in the 
Year 1910-11. 








80,125 





The following comparative statements and tables give the heads 
of revenue and expenditure and the amounts received under those 
heads for the years 1910-11 and 1911-12, as well as the total 
yevenue and expenditure for each of the last five years, 1907-8 to 


Amount col- 
lected in the 
Year 1911-12. 


£ 
14,982 
968 


607 
95 





34,266 


585 





34,851 
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Comparative Yearly Statement of Expenditure. 


Heads of Expenditure according 


to the classification employed 
in the Estimates. 


_ 


. Charge on Account of Public 
Debt My 

. Pensions 

The Governor oe 

Government Office ... 

. Treasury and Customs 

. Audit Department 

. Legal Departments 

. Local Forces 

. Police, Prisons, Port, and 
Excise 


OW AUB OE C5 Ww 


10. Medical Department. 

11. Hospitals and bps 

12. Poor Relief . 

13. Education 

14. Post Office 

15. Telephone Department 

16. Miscellaneous 

17. Crown Lands and “Survey 


Department 


18. Public Works Department... 
19. Do. do. Recurrent 
20. Do. do. Extraordinary 
21. Agricultural Department ... 
22. Southern Grenadines District 


i) 
pa 
be 


Total Local Expenditure ... 
Agricultural Department 
(from Imperial Funds) ... 


Total General Mxpenditure 


Expenditure Expenditure 
1911-12. 


1910-11. 
£ 


887 
2,154 
1,611 

655 
uy 453 

317 
2,100 

212 


3,183 
1,943 


2,208 


599 
610 
2,522 
956 
1,299 
89 





29,759 
583 





30,343 








83,115 
618 
33,734 
































(Table 2.) 
Total Revenue and Expenditure for Five Years 1907-08 to 1911-12. 
Revenue. Expenditure. 
Year. 
— Total. —_— Total 
£ | £ £ £ 
1907-8 | Local ... wee 27,543 Local ... see 23,508 
Imperial Grant 913 Imperial Grant 1,145 
28,456 24,653 
1908-9 | Local ... « 30,810 Local .., +» 26,647 
Imperial Grant 585 Imperial Grant 553 
-——-— | 31,395 —— | 27,200 
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Revenue. Expenditure. 
Year. 
— Total. —_ Total. 
£ £ £ £ 
1909-10 | Local... ... 27,855 Local... «.. 30,732 
Imperial Grant 585 Imperial Grant 598 | 
—— | 28,440 31,330 
1910-11 | Local ... we 29,540 Local ... see 29,759 
Imperial Grant 585 Imperial Grant 584 
—— | 30,125 30,343 
1911-12 | Local... ... 34,267 Local .. se 33,118 
Imperial Grant 585 | Imperial Grant 619 | 
—— | 34,852 —— | 33,735 
It is again possible to repeat, in the words of the report for 
1910-11, that the financial year under discussion has in all 
respects been a more satisfactory one than the previous financial 
year, 1910-11. Whilst the estimated revenual receipts from local 


sources were placed, when framing the budget for 1911-12, at 
£31,661, the actual revenue collected was £34,852, showing a 
surplus on estimates of £3,191. The estimated expenditure of 
£32,471 was, from various causes, increased during the year to 
£33,735, showing an actual surplus on the year’s working of 
£1,117. Notwithstanding that during the year (on the 25th Sep- 
tember, 1911) a disastrous rainstorm took place, which involved 
an actual storm damage expenditure all over the Colony up to 
the 8lst March, 1912, of £2,104 5s. Td. including the erection 
of new reinforced concrete causeways in the Mesopotamia Valley, 
and a new 60 foot span bridge (only half finished) of the same 
material, the financial operations for the year showed a surplus 
of £1,151. In addition to the aforementioned works the following 
Public Works Extraordinary were undertaken and carried to 
completion :— 





£ 

Construction of Landing Stage, Layou ... eee 10 
Public Works, Bequia diet ae an mete Le: 
Enlargement of Teacher’s House, Mayreau ee 4 
Water Supply to Montrose and Lodge Villages... 26 
Georgetown Jetty (not quite finished) ... oe 7883 
£915 





From the Ist October, 1911, the export tax on cotton was 
raised from 3d. a cwt. to 2s. a cwt., whilst arrowroot was reduced 
from 3d. a hundred Ibs. to 3d. a ewt. Cocoa was increased from 
3d. a cwt. to Gd. acwt. The estimated net result of these changes 
was to bring in £300 a year more in export tax in 1911-12 and in 
subsequent years £500 a year. In extenuation of the increase in 
export tax on cotton, it may be pointed out that where export 
tax is paid on any article in St. Vincent, it takes the place of 
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income tax on the profit from that article. Hitherto, on a cotton 
exportation value of roughly £30,000 per annum, planters have 
returned on an average £50 per annum to the Treasury as against 
£500 per annum for the same exportation value in arrowroot. 
Cotton has been levelled up to arrowroot, and will now pay ap- 
proximately the same total export duty per annum i.e., £500. 
The following table shows a considerable progressive increase in 
Excise receipts during the past three years :— 


£ 
1909-10 ... in Pie a HP w 8,726 
1910-11 ... a me xa Bes w. 3,841 
1911-12 ... a bg ... 4,608 


and is an indication of more general circulation of money in the 
Colony. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


The excess of assets on the 31st March, 1911, was £6,524. On 
the 31st March, 1912, the account showed an excess of £7,775. 

In addition to the surplus of £7,775, the sum of £25,000, the 
unexpended remainder of a fund contributed by private sub- 
scription at the time of the eruption of the Soufriere volcano in 
1902-08, is invested in trust securities, and held as a reserve or 
insurance fund against any possible future disaster which may 
result from the violence of the elements. 

There are also other funds of lesser importance showing assets 
to the Colony, some of which are extinguishable by time, while 
others, like the Graham Bequest Fund, the Alexander Fund, and 
the Thompson Home Fund, are used only in respect of the interest 
they bear. 


Public Debt. 


There is no public debt, the last loan instalment having been 
yepaid in May, 1910. There are municipal debts, extinguishable 
in 1918, amounting in the aggregate to £550 at 31st March, 1912, 
for which, in case of default, the Colony is ultimately responsible, 
and which constitute a first charge upon its revenues. There is 
little likelihood, however, of the Colony being called upon to pay 
any of this sum, as the municipalities concerned are well able to 
bear the interest and repayments involved. 

The Colony is similarly responsible for the unpaid balance of 
the hurricane loan to planters from the Imperial Treasury, which 
was, at 31st March, 1912, £9,646, toward the repayment of which 
a sum of £3,049 was in hand, invested by the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies at short call. This loan is being steadily redeemed 
by borrowers at the rate of £750 per annum to the local Govern- 
ment, by whom annual payments are in turn made to the Imperial 
Treasury. 

Currency. 


Gold, British and American, notes of the Colonial Bank, and 
British silver and copper constitute the currency of the Island. 

The Government accounts are kept in sterling, and commercial 
accounts in dollars and cents. 
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Finances of Municipalities. 


The management of the affairs of Kingstown are vested in a 
toard, one-half of the members of which are elected by the rate- 
payers and the other half nominated by the Government. 

The chairman of the board is annually elected by the members 
forming that body, but cannot in any circumstances be elected 
for more than two years in succession. 

The small towns of the Colony, of which there are six, are 
controlled by wardens appointed annually by the Government. 

The following comparative statements give the total revenue 
and expenditure of these towns during the last five years :— 


























Revenue. 
Town. 1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Kingstown ea fie we | 1,706 | 1,695 1,736 | 1,711 1,756 
Georgetown... bee vee 108 118 143 142 158 
Chateaubelair ... oe es 34 35 33 35 33 
Calliaqua... ose oe see 31 32 32 35 39 
Barrouallie wee re wee 45 38 37 41 251 
Layou ... setae ase 19 20 26 21 | 23 
Bequia .. eevee 9 9 9 10 ce 

Expenditure 
Town. 1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Kingstown ap an owe | 1,758 1,790 1,778 1,813 1,697 
Georgetown 108 109 126 151 153 
Chateaubelair 28 27 21 31 40 
Calliaqua... 30 32 27 25 30 
Barrouallie on eee 31 41 20 27 257 
Layou ... on eee oe 9 24 17 13 25 
Bequia ... a we ro 2 4 17 ab 7 




















Debts of Towns. 
The debts of the towns at the 3lst December, 1911, were as 


follows :— 
£ £ 
Kingstown water supply ... on ... 800 
Kingstown town improvement... v= «60 
Loan for repair of Rose Place Drain, 
Kingstown ... ae ae ee sya EOE 
— 1,041 
Georgetown water supply ... is eae .. 100 
Barrouallie water supply ... sas ae o. , 192 
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Provision for repayment of these loans is made by rates levied 
annually on the townspeople, and the debts are secured on the 


general revenue of the Colony. 


Il.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 


Imvorts. 
Chief Articles. 


Class I. 
Beef, salted or cured 
Biscuits bes 
Butter 
Coffee ae 4 
Fish, salted, &e.. one 
F ish, pickled 
Flour, wheaten 
Flour, other kinds iss 
Medicinal extracts and preparations tS 
Oats... 2 ty 
Vilmeal and cake 
Oil, olive 4 ee 
Pork, salted or cured ... 
Rice 
Spirits 
Sugar, muscovado 
Sugar, refined 
Sugar, crystallized 
Wine 
Tobacco, cigars, &e. 
Class IT. 
Leather, unmanufactured 
Oil, cotton seed ... 
Oil, petroleum 
Timber and shingles 
Shooks, staves, &c. 
Class III. 
Textile manufactures, other than PUR cord- 
age, and canvas ne 
Rope, cordage, and canvas ... 
Hardware 
Agricultural implements. 
Machinery ets 
Musical instruments 
Earthen and glassware ... 
Furniture 
Matches 
Paints side 
Boots and shoes ... 
Cement 
Soap 


Value. 
1910 1911. 
£ 

331 466 
3,912 3,263 
1,880 2,101 
399 BT7 
5,282 4,978 
1,469 1,707 
8,934 11,116 
861 585 
815814 
364 «516 
479451 
653 «587 
1,595 1,636 
2,645 2,911 
972 957 
287 236 
18 726 
327.54 
750-972 
1,089 1,233 
211 408 
664 «587 
1,834 1,786 
4,992 8,428 
2,251 1,212 
20,832 25,946 
1,131 1,223 
2,065 2,702 
610 722 
583. 997 
424 54] 
852 1,212 
918 993 
489 413 
3838 48 
1,215 1,523 
1,134 940 
1,744 1,515 
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Value. 
Chief Articles. 1910. 1911. 
Class IV. & £ 
Horses... Tage Pees ar ee rae 748 506 
Class V. 
Bank notes ad 2S Te ie .. 4,457 2,776 


Iixports. 


The values of the principal exports are shown in the annexed 
table :— 


Article. 1910. 1911. 
£ £ 

Cassava starch ... se “it ot eee 781 1,269 
Whale oil ie os ss oy sei 164 228 
Turtle shell mee ie ae wee ae 176 302 
Firewood ... me oe nee ss ee 318 325 
Cotton and cotton seed ... ot aes ... 42,094 45,470 
Vegetables ae we we ae ... 1,756 1,484 
Syrup... ae! rn a ne ne 246 338 
Sugar, crystallized ses ne oF .. = 2,289 2,470 
Sugar, muscovado ae ve ane .. 1,272 2,985 
Pease a ae ae ae a wd 310 396 
Molasses ... oe a a ne w. — 2,076 599 
Ground-nuts aa Ae. ee a «1,743 1,060 
Live stock tee <0 a ee .. 5,084 4,685 
Arrowroot = Py ae ae ... 30,089 40,430 
Cocoa oat ae, be? Sa Ee .. 4,182 5,069 
Hides, raw ee we a hs ae 229 379 


In the course of his annual report the Supervisor of Customs 
states as follows :— 

“Imports from the United Kingdom amounted to £50,883, as 
compared with £438,254 for the year 1910, an increase of £7,579. 

‘‘ From British possessions the imports were £33,529, as against 
£31,688 in 1910, showing an increase of £1,841. 

“Imports from foreign countries amounted to £26,562, as 
compared with £22,794 for 1910, being an increase of £3,768. 

‘* The increase under ‘ British Possessions ’ is due to increased 
importations from India £1,690 (rice) and Newfoundland £2,091 
(fish), while importations from British North America are £2,190 
less. The increase under ‘ Foreign Countries ’ is principally in 
trade with the United States of America, £3,287. 

“The following is the classification :— 


£ 

Class I. Food, drink, and tobacco ... -- 42,406 
Class II. Raw materials and articles mainly 

unmanufactured ae . 18,792 
Class IIT. Articles wholly or mainly manu- 

factured nie cae ... 51,242 
Class IV. Miscellaneous and unclassified ... 710 
Class V. Bullion and specie ... a ree) ong hee 


Total Imports £110,926 
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““In view of the fact that the classification in the statistical 
returns has been slightly varied from that of the previous year, 
a comparison under the various classes will not be quite accurate, 
but, taken as they stand, there is an increase of £2,490 under 
Class I, an increase of £2,141 under Class II, and an increase of 
£5,071 under Class III, while the figures under Classes IV and 
V (new) amounting to £710 and £2,776, respectively, go to make 
up the total increase of £13,189. 

‘“ The increase of £5,071 (38 per cent. of the total increase) being 
under Class III ‘ Articles wholly or mainly manufactured ’ and 
largely represented by ‘ Textiles ’ and ‘ Wearing Apparel ’ points 
strongly to greater purchasing power on the part of the lower and 
labouring classes and is evidence of the existence of improved 
economic conditions throughout the Colony. 


“The following is a list of articles the values of which have 
increased appreciably :— 


Article. Increase. 

Flour, wheaten ... ane ae ee v £2,182 
Timber, pitch pine BS ie ie fo 3,002 
Shingles... ees sh a oe is 676 
Baling cloth as it oe he vez 303 
Textile manufactures... sate ce ae 4,459 
Wearing apparel... nee Ree ee a 308 
Hardware ... sith as ee, ts eae 636 
Machinery ee ae 464 
Metal manufactures, unenumerated ... Sa 989 
Boots, shoes, and slippers sis 2 fed 308 
Earthen and glassware ... 360 
Manufactured articles other than testile or 

metal—unenumerated ahs re oes 936 


“The values of the following imports show decreases :— 


Article. Decrease. 
Fish, smoked, dried, or salted ... = aia £310 
Manure... en es a why oe 546 
Timber, white pine ae fe and Pe 483 
Shooks, staves, &c. oe ae oe a 1,089 
Bank notes ahs os “she = oe 1,682 


“ Exports. 


““The value of the exports to the United Kingdom amounted 
to £73,378 as against £63,981 for 1910, showing an increase of 
£9,397. 

“The value of exports to British possessions was £42,166 as 
compared with £35,306 for the previous year, an increase of 
£6,860. 

“Exports to foreign countries amounted in value to £3,081 
as against £1,893 for the year 1910, an increase of £1,188. 

“The following table shows the values of exports according 
to the classification recently adopted :— 
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Value. 
Class I. Food, drink, and tobacco £60,102 
Class II. Raw materials and articles 
mainly unmanufactured 46,764 
Class III. Articles wholly or mainly manu- 
factured S a 1,582 
Class IV. Miscellaneous and ‘unclassified . 1,046 
Class V. Bullion and specie 9,131 
£118,625 





“Under Class I. the principal article is of course arrowroot, 
the value of which amounts to £40,429. Cocoa is valued at 
£5,069, live stock at £4,671, ground nuts at £1,060, sugar and 
syrup at £5,743, and vegetables at £1,455. All the above are 
the produce or manufacture of the Colony. 

“Under Class II. the principal item of export is 
valued at £41,619. Cotton seed is valued at £3,851. 

“Under Class III. the only item of any importance is cassava 
starch, valued at £1,268. 

“Class IV. does not call for any special comment? 

“Class V. is composed’ of :— 

Bank notes £3,982 
Silver 5,198 


“The following exports have increased in value to an appre- 
ciable extent :— 


‘cotton,’ 





Article. Increase. 
Arrowroot ... & ESA ae £10,339 
Cocoa 5 e55 ete ee wie 937 
Sugar and Syrup oy ; 1,986 
Cotton A ant oa 3,210 
Cassava starch... “ih ae fale eae 488 
Specie (including bank notes) ... 2,601 


“In the case of arrowroot it is significant that while the ex- 
ports have decreased in quantity to the extent of 1,038,595 lbs., 
the value is £10,339 in excess of that for 1910. This is due, as 
regards quantity, to the fact that exporters have held back much 
of the year’s crop for reasons of their own, and, as regards value, 
to the good prices which have been ruling throughout the year 
1911. 

“The values of the following 
creases :— 


articles of export show de- 


Article. Decrease. 
Molasses . £1,482 
Ground nuts 683 
Vegetables 289 


“ “Tn the case of each of the above articles, I believe the reason 
for the decrease to be the same, namely, the appropriation of 
larger proportions of arable land for the growing of cotton and 
arrowroot on account of the higher prices prevailing for these 
articles. 
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“Tn this connection it will also be noticed that the local con- 
sumption of wheaten flour has increased largely, as is evidenced 
by the considerable increase in importation of this article during 
the year, flour taking the place of vegetables when the supply 
failed to meet local demands.” 

The total trade of the Colony for the year was £229,551 as 
compared with £198,917 for 1910, being an increase of £30,634. 

The total imports and exports for the five years 1907-8 to 1911 
were -— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
£ ieee 
1907-8... 96,554... 94,265 
1908 .. 118,718... 94,739 
1909 ae 87,810... 88,698 
1910 es Oe a OU EE 
1911 ae ATOO26 2. 118,626 


The volume and direction of the Colony’s trade in the five 
years 1907-8 to 1911 are given below: — 


Imports. 





— 1967-8.| 1908. 1909. | 1910. | 1911. 
i 





£ £ £ £ £ 

















United Kingdom ...—.. | 36,280 | 45,260 | 30,239 | 43.254 | 50,834 
British Colonies i i. | 42/436 | 48,388 | 43,027 | 311688 | 33,530 
Foreign Countries <..—-.. | 17,839 | 20,065 | 14551 | 29,794 | 26,562 
| 4 
Total... ws | 96,554 | 113,713 | 87,810 | 97,736 | 110,926 
u 
Exports. 
- 1 
— 1907-8. | 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 
| 
£ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom ... ... | 52,718 | 54,444 | 46,328 | 63,981 | 73,378 
British Colonies "| 40,535 | 37758 | 40,386 | 35,306 | 42/166 








Foreign Countries 1,012 2,537 1,984 1,893 3,081 








Total .. «ss | 94,265 | 94,739 | 88,698 | 101,180 | 118,625 











MANUFACTURES AND FISHERIES. 


The Central Cotton Ginnery was established by the Government 
in the year 1903-4, and is under the management of the officers of 
the Imperial Department of Agriculture. This ginnery has been 
of great assistance in the development of the cotton industry. 
It is extremely improbable that the industry would, without it, 
have reached its present successful state. With a charge of ld. 
per pound for ginning and baling, the accounts showed a balance 


14 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL, 


in favour of the ginnery of £480 9s. 9d. at the end of the 1909-10 
crop year,* and during the 1910-11 crop year the profits amounted 
to £894 2s. 7d. 

. The general revenue of the Colony benefits to the extent of 
£400 per annum from the profits of this institution. 

There are three private ginneries in the Colony, the largest of 
which is situated in Kingstown, and is fitted up with five gins. 

The co-operative cotton-buying scheme for peasants at the 
Government factory, described in last year’s report, continues to 
prosper, and is yearly increasing the cultivation of this product 
by small holders, and with it the circulation of ready money in 
the Colony. During the cotton season just closed, 1911-1912, 
£4,770 worth of cotton was bought at the Government ginnery 
from small growers. At date of writing a bonus on sales of 
£2,763 is being, in addition, distributed to sellers—making in 
all £7,533 paid during the season to small holders for cotton 
grown by them. 

About 20 tons of cotton seed of the 1911-12 crop were crushed 
by the disintegrator at the Government ginnery for manurial 
purposes. 

The price of lint during the year was good, reaching as high, 
for some special bales, as 26d. per pound. The average sale price 
was, however, from 17d. to 20d. for Sea Island cotton, while 
Marie Galante sold from 6d. to 10d. a pound. 

The export of whale oil rose from £164 in 1910-11 to £228 
during the year under review. This is, however, only a fluctuat- 
ing rise and cannot be taken as an indication of the possibility 
of a revival of what is now apparently a dying industry, owing to 
the reduction in the number of whales visiting these waters. 
Efforts will, it is hoped, soon be made to determine definitely 
whether a sponge industry cannot be established in the Grenadines, 
for this, if realized, would take the place of the whaling industry, 
which until recent years afforded much remunerative employment 
1o the islanders at certain seasons of the year. Numerous species 
of sponges are to be found there, some of which are said to be 
of commercial value. 

The turtling industry accounts for an export value of £302 
as against £176 in 1910-11 and of £515 in 1909-10. 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. 


It is pleasing to record again an augmentation in the land in 
cultivation under Sea Island cotton in the island of St. Vincent, 
namely, 5,068 acres as against 3,587 in 1910-11. Unfortunately, 
the heavy rainstorm of September, 1911, damaged the crop con- 
siderably with the result that only 487,116 Ibs. of lint were 
reaped as against 561,526 lbs. in the former year with a much 
smaller acreage. Happily, however, the increased market price 
of arrowroot compensated in a large degree for the small yield 
in cotton and, on the whole, it is probable that planters and others 
have made a reasonably fair profit out of their holdings during the 
year. 





© The crop year is from 1st September to 31st August of the succeeding year. 
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In the St. Vincent Grenadines, notably Union, Canouan, and 
Mayreau, the common Marie Galante type of cotton is grown. It 
is cultivated as a perennial, and produces a short, coarse lint 
valued usually at from 8d. to 9d. per pound. The exports of this 
cotton during the past seven years amounted in the aggregate to 
183,921 lbs. weight, valued at £7,397. In several of the other 
islets, Bequia, Mustique, Battowia, and Balliceaux, the cultiva- 
tion of Sea Island cotton has been taken up exclusively and with 
very satisfactory results. ; 

The table given below shows the acreage planted in Sea Island 
cotton, together with the yield of lint, and the average yield per 
acre during the past seven years. 





Crop Year. | Acreage planted. Weight of lint | Yield of lint per 





in pounds. = acre in pounds. 
| 
1905-6 ... ses a 790 137,460 174 
1906-7 ... on tes 1,533 286,275 | 175 
1907-8 ... on toe 3,250 432,000 | 135 
1908-9 ... on ts 3,000 372,000 | 124 
1909-10 Se eas 2,528 356,139 ' 141 
1910-11 on ees 3,587 561,526 i 156 
1911-12 a ws 5,068 487,116 | 96 





| 





_ The following figures are also interesting and instructive :— 


Table showing the Quantity and Value of Cotton exported during 
the period from 1903-4 to 1911. 





| 
| Sea Island Cotton. All Cotton. 















| il 

Year. : { ee ; 

Weight. | Fatmated | Weight, | Mstimated 
i 
| | 

| Lbs. £ Lbay yy ke 
1903-4... a. | Not known — | 48,302 794 
19045... ly 77814 3,890 | 126,178 | 4,494 
1905-60.) Ll! aen7a 6,059 138150 | = 7,874 
1906-7... 225,682 16,922 263,036 «18.169 * 
1907-8... se 888,838 29,162 427/819 | «30,787 
1908 1.0... 387,178 28,426 420,830 30,048 
1909 2. oD! 330,986 20,684 350,186 | 21,395 
1910's. aie 493,494 37,238 521,956 38°409 
wi .). auatoa7 40529 538/114 41,619 











Arrowroot in export value reached a figure of £40,430 as com- 
pared with £30,089 in the preceding year. This increase in 
value was due not to an increase in production and exportation of 
this article, but to the enhanced price obtainable in London and 
other markets owing to the combination for a minimum price 
by the growers and exporters, and to the advertising operations of 
the St. Vincent Arrowroot Growers’ and Exporters’ Association, 
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whose objects are described in last year’s report. During the year 
ordinary and manufacturing quality of arrowroot fetched as high 
as 33d. a pound. In November, 1910, its price was 1{d. to 
1 i8d, per pound. 

St. Vincent arrowroot is unrivalled in the manufacture of choco- 
late and for general starch purposes. The soil and climate of the 
Colony are apparently more suited to this cultivation than that of 
any of the other islands except, perhaps, Bermuda. That 
Colony’s production, however, does not exceed 30 to 40 tons per 
annum. 

Apart from that point of view, it is evident that the market for 
arrowroot is of such a limited nature that St. Vincent will, by 
herself, for many years to come, be able to fully satisfy all the 
requirements of it. 

Sugar continues to be grown chiefly in the Carib country estates, 
but the exportation figures indicate no increase in quantity. The 
only noticeable feature with regard to this crop is the increase in 
the amount of export of crystallized sugar, showing a correspond- 
ing decrease in the export of muscovado sugar. 

The cultivation of cocoa raises no enthusiasm in St. Vincent, 
and it seems conclusive that only certain favoured localities. and 
spots are suitable for its growth. The export value figures have, 
however, increased, and show £5,069 for the year under review, as 
compared with £4,132 in 1910. 

Anthrax has been completely stamped out of the Colony, no case 
having been diagnosed since July, 1911, up to the time of writing 
-—fifteen months. Precautionary measures continue to be taken in 
the shape of examination of the blood of all animals dying in the 
Colony from any cause whatsoever. The neighbouring Colonies 
have now agreed, under certain relaxed restrictions, to receive stock 
from St. Vincent. 

The officers of the Agricultural Department have continued to 
carry on goud work in experimentation, especially in connection 
with cotton seed selection, and to assist planters and small growers 
with their advice. No Colony which, like St. Vincent, is solely 
dependent for its livelihood upon its agricultural-resources can 
afford to be stingy over its expenditure in the maintenance of 
an Agricultural Department. 


Lanp SerrtemMent anp Crown Lanps. | 


The sales during the year under the Land Settlement Scheme 
were 96 in all—rural lots 35 and township lots 61. In addition, 
24 acres of Crown land were sold out in small lots. Available 
Crown land consists of mountain lands, which are only suitable 
for small holdings for growing provisions and native produce. 

The revenue from sales and rental of Crown lands was £542, as 
against £601 in the previous year. 

Early in the year the survey of Union Island, purchased by the 
Government for land settlement purposes, was completed, and the 
allotment of land to peasants on a twelve years’ purchase system 
was commenced. The area of the island is slightly over 2,000 
acres. Overvhalf of it has already been allotted, and it is antici- 
pated. that, with the exception of certain portions, about 500 acres, 
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especially and definitely reserved for forest, it will all have been 
disposed of within the next two years. A. branch money order 
post office and Government savings bank were established during 
the year, much to the convenience of the inhabitants. 


SHIPPING. 

A table of the entries and clearances of steamers and sailing 
vessels during the years 1910 and 1911 is appended, as also a com- 
parative statement of the total shipping during the last five years. 
These figures do not include ships of war, of which four such 
British ships visited the Colony during 1911:— 


Satling Vessels. 





















































1910. 1911. 
Nationality. Inwards. {| Outwards. Tnwards. | Outwards. 
aes Draw ee ere 
| 2: Tons. | 2-| Tons. | 2 | Tons. | 2 Tons. 
S| 1, | 8 ese 
ae ok a > | 
BH. x /382'| 8,294 | 376} 8,165 | 368 | 8,232 | 367 | 8,084 
American Sorters! 200 ; 1 200 1 295 1 295 
Dutch ... aes 2 157 | 2 157 2 108 2 108 
Totals... | 885 | 8,651 | 379 | 8.522 | 371 | 8,635 | 370 | 8,487 
a | seebis 
Steamers. 
1910. 1911. 
| hee cori eed 
Nationality Inwards. | Outwards. | Inwards | Outwards. 
ee ee I | 2 
| 2 \ Tons. | 2 | Tons 2) Tons. | # Tons. 
| 3 | 6 3 3: 
a ea | =31l > [Hebe | io 
a : = 
British ... | 93 | 128,899 9 | 93 | 128,899 | 97 | 134, 542 | 97 134,542 
Danish. 1. | 5 | 7,973 5 | 7,973 4 6385 | 4 | 6,385 
Pes fs sod fee ieee [eee 
Totals | 98 | 136, a72 | 98 eee 872 | 101 | ,927 | 101 ee 927 








Total Shinving for the past t Five Woe 











es | 1907-8. | 1908. i 1909. i 1910. | 1911. 
| t 
| Tons. | Tons. | Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Inwards w. | 158,657 | 170,154, 161,505 | 145,523 , 149,562 
Outwards .. | 152,321 | 169; 829 | | 461,489 | 145,394 | 149,414 
Totals i | 
| 


305,978 | 558,99 322,994 | 290,917 298,976 
| | | 
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III.—LEGISLATION 


A very much needed and long delayed revision of thé statutes up 
to the end of 1911 was completed by the Chief Justice, Mr. W. S. 
Shaw, during the year and published. This included the draft. 
ing and passing of new criminal and civil codes on modern lines. 
As no revision of the laws had taken place since 1884—namely, 
for a period of twenty-eight years—the task was a laborious one 
and of considerable magnitude. 

The following Ordinances were added to the Statute Book dung 
the year :— 


The Export Duties. 

Supreme Court of Judicature Amendment, 
Cotton Diseases Prevention. 

Statute Law Revision. 

Georgetown Jetty. 

Quarantine. 

Land Settlement (Amending). 

Licences, 1896, Amendment, 1911. 
Appropriation. 

Cinematograph. 

Veterinary Surgeons. 

Public Health, 1910, Amendment, 1911. 
Agricultural Products Protection. 

Land and House Tax, 1904, Amendment, 1911. 
Excise. 

Birds and Fish Protection. 

Licences Amendment. 

Supplementary Appropriation. 

Bills of Sale. 

Magistrates. 

Indictable Offences (Magistrates Procedure). 
Summary Conviction Offences (Procedure). 
Small Debts. 

Magistrates Decisions (Appeals). 

Summary Conviction Offences. 

Indictable Offences. 

Customs Duties. 

Anthrax. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


The results of primary education in. 1910-11 and 1911 12 are as 
follows :— 


1910-11. 1911-12. 
Number of schools . ee 28 26 
Number on roll -at 31st March ve 4,552 4,475 
Average attendance — ee «2,260 2,193 
£ £ 


, Government Grant-in-aid “As - 1,635 = x 1,702 
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There is a boys’ secondary school with headquarters in Kings- 
town hitherto with an average attendance of 22 pupils. At time 
of writing, however, this attendance has gone up to 41, due, no 
doubt, to a greater prosperity which is pervading all classes of 
the community. The fees charged are £2 per term for each 
scholar, except those under ten years of age in the lowest form, for 
whom the fees are £1 6s. 8d. per term. But when two or more 
brothers in forms above the lowest attend there is a reduction made 
of 6s. 8d. for the second and 13s. 4d. for the third. 


A girls’ secondary school under Government supervision, with 
headquarters in Kingstown, was opened during the year, the at- 
tendance at time of writing being 22. This fills a long-felt want. 
The fees are the samé as at the boys’ secondary school. 

The attendance at the primary schools continues about the 
same. 

The agricultural school maintained an average of 15 pupils 
during the year. Special effort is being made to instruct the pupils 
in the cultivation of cotton and its diseases—very few of the over- 
seers on estates to-day having any technical or expert knowledge 
of this subject beyond what they have gained by practical experi- 
ence since the introduction of the Sea Island plant into St. 
Vincent only eight years ago. 


The fifteen acres of land attached to the school is all fully 
worked up in various products, such as cotton, sugar, &c., by the 
boys themselves, while each pupil is allowed a small piece of 
ground as a vegetable garden, the produce of which may be 
disposed of for his own benefit. 


The small stock farm, which continued to be worked as an 
adjunct to the school, affords a valuable practical illustration of 
how stock should be kept and fed. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


During the year there were 955 admissions to the Colonial 
Hospital, making, with those remaining from the previous year, 
1,014 cases treated, as against a total of 820 in 1910-11. 

The daily average was 60°3 as against 57, 55°8 and 60°7 in the 
previous three years. 

The death rate was 5°5 per cent. of the total cases. 

Operations numbered 128 as against 126 in 1910-11. 

The medical officer is greatly assisted in his work by the 
presence of an efficient European nurse-matron, selected by the 
Colonial Nursing Association. 

A portion of the old military citadel at Fort Charlotte is set 
aside for the detention of male lunatics who are violent, or 
manifest destructive tendencies. Other males, as to whom it is 
judged that they may be so treated with safety, are kept under 
supervision in the Pauper Asylum, and female lunatics are also 
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detained there. A portion of the wards is partitioned off into cells 
to provide further and more suitable accommodation for these 
female cases, some of which are occasionally acute. 

As soon as practicable, any violent or difficult case is, by arrange- 
ment with that Government, sent to Grenada, but sometimes the 
asylum. there has not got the requisite accommodation, and the 
transfer is delayed. 

There were 21 cases under treatment during the year (9 being 
new admissions), of whom 2 were discharged cured, 2 died, and 4 
were transferred to Grenada. 

The total number of St. Vincent lunatics under care in the 
Grenada Asylum was 28, at a cost of £456 18s. 3d. to the Colony. 

The number of inmates of the Leper Asylum on the 31st of 
March, 1911, was 7; during the year there was 1 admission, 
1 died, and 1 was discharged, leaving 6 inmates in the asylum at 
the end of the year. 

Under a new Public Health Ordinance, which was passed in 
1910, compulsory segregation of pauper lepers is now provided 
for. 

The Colony’s paupers are housed in the old military buildings 
at Fort Charlotte at a considerable elevation overlooking the town 
of Kingstown. 

At the commencement of the vear under review there were 
91 inmates of the asylum, and the admissions and discharges 
during the year were : — 





— Male. | Female. Total. 











| 
Admissions | 24 aa 45 
Discharged 7 | qouele ta 
Died oe | 20 | 14 34 
Total ee as | a | a 48 





leaving 88 on the 31st March, 1912. 

The total expenditure in 1911-12 was £994 on the pauper and 
leper asylums, including the cost of lunatics kept locally—the 
same as last year. 

Chronic tertiary syphilis accounts for the vast majority of cases 
to whom this institution offers asylum for the closing stages of 
their lives. 

Early in the year the old military hospital was renovated at a 
cost of £250 and opened as a yaws hospital capable of holding 
50 patients. The disease of yaws has long been ravaging the 
homes of the labouring population in the Colony, and the institu- 
tion of this hospital is much appreciated by them. 


Savines Bank. 


Appended is a statement. of the working of the savings bank for 
the last five years ;: — 
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Balance 
Number ! at credit of 
of Amount | Amount Depositors at 
Year, : Depositors of of 31st December 
, ab 31st Deposits | Withdrawals.) (including 
| December. interest. 
capitalised). 
£ £ £ 
1907... 4. ae | 1,010 7,629 6757 | 18,247 
1908... os eee 1,121 6,693 . 5,929 14,313 
1909... Be ees 1,063 6,624 7,371 13,869 
1910... sae Ne 1,095 8,686 6,877 15,994 
1911... is ore 1,163 9,526 7,923 17,971 





The amount due to depositors was distributed thus :— 


At 31st December, 1910. At 31st December, 1911. 


£ £ 
Kingstown gis 14,152 16,115 
Georgetown... 1,121 1,107 
Chateaubelair ... 72] T44 
Union Island ... — 5 
Total .. £15,994 £17,971 





The Government made a profit on the working of the bank 
of £108. 


There was invested of savings bank funds at 31st December, 


1911, the sum of £16,149. 


VI.—JUDICIAL. 





The St. Vincent police force consists of a chief, a sergeant- 
major of Kuropean birth, and 49 West Indian non-commissioned 
officers and privates. 

They are drilled, and have some training in the use of arms, 
and are supplied with Martini-Enfield rifles. 

In addition to ordinary police work they perform duties in 
connection with excise supervision, district post office work, births 
and deaths registration, poor relief, and the management of dis- 
trict telephone exchanges. The prison is worked entirely by the 
police, save for the assistance of one warder in charge of gangs 
outside. 

In Kingstown a select number of the force form a fire brigade 
for the town, receiving supplementary pay for this service from 
the funds of the Kingstown Board. 

Two hundred and thirty-six persons were committed to prison 
in the year, of whom 134 were men, 95 women, and 7 juveniles. 
The daily average was 28, as against 35°53 in 1910-11. 
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The number of cases reported to the police in 1911-12 was 621; 
of these 53 were for offences against the person, 42 for predial 
larceny, 69 for other offences against property, and 457 for other 
offences. Only 568 of the above cases were brought before a 
magisterial court. 


The total number of persons brought before the magisterial courts 
was 1,265; of these 356 were for offences against the person, 64 
for predial larceny, 156 for other offences against property, 6 for 
offences against the Masters and Servants Act, 262 for offences 
against revenue laws, municipal, road, and other laws relating to 
the social economy of the Colony, and 421 for other offences. 
These figures are inclusive of the cases reported by the police. 


The total number of convictions in the inferior courts was 883 
as against 865 in 1910-11. 


These convictions are classed as follows :— 


For offences against the person Se: ar nit Geee 
», Malicious injury to property ... a3 oa 5 
., preedial larceny ... hs a 20 
», Other offences against property ae we 74 
», Offences against Revenue Acts, &. ... ae RF 
> Offences against Masters and Servants Act ... 3 
5, Other offences... ate id aa ... 298 

Total ... .. 883 


The convictions in the Supreme Court were 18 for offences 
against property and 1 for other offences, 
The acquittals were as follows :—- 


In the Inferior Courts tes Pan ps .. = =155 
In the Supreme Court a ae Bs a 7 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The population at the 1891 census was 41,054. No census was 
taken in 1901 on account of the expense involved, which the 
Colony was not in a position to afford. The population by the 
official census of April, 1911, was 41,877, which had increased at 
81st March, 1912, to 43,117. 

The births registered in 1911-12 were 1,790 (926 males and 
864 females), as against 1,661 in 1910-11; of these 1,037 or 57°98 
per cent. were illegitimate. 

Still-births were 94—36 legitimate and 58 illegitimate—the 
figures for the previous year being 82 and 55 respectively. 

Marriages were 153—an increase of 26 on last year’s figures. 
The figures are given in the following comparative table of 
marriages : — 
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7 

Denomination. | 1909-10. | 1910-11. 1911-12. 
| | | 

Uhurch of England ... 00. | 64 | BO ' 67 

Church of Scotland ... a wees 1 | 9 H 5 

Wesleyan oe one ae oh 65 60 | 65 

Roman Catholic we wee nee 21 uh 13 

Plymouth Brethren ... «ee wee - 1 i 3 





The total registered deaths were 914 as against 835 in 1910-11, 
being 21:19 per 1,000 of the estimated population. The infant 
mortality (iufauts under one year, exclusive of still-births) was 
183, being 20°02 per cent. of the total number of deaths. The 
similar figure in 1910-11 was 208 or 24°91 per cent. 

Appended is a table of the causes of death :— 


General diseases (includes syphilis, 68; tubercle, 
24; tetanus, 25; malarial fevers, 7; dysen- 


tery, 16) oe i oe 3H Xe 232 
Diseases of nervous system oy coe ee 36 
“ », circulatory system... See ne 59 

33 », Yespiratory system... 203 aA 56 

BA », digestive system ate ~ na 172 
Parasites eee ae aie be fe nerd 7 
Age ... 53 eh, oe Ss bad ate 91 
Still-born —... We ao en a AES 94 
Other diseases noe Se es ae ais 103 
Total ... ia sae ao 914 


In the towns the authorities are realising more and more the 
importance of stricter sanitation and are taking steps accordingly. 
In the villages, however, sanitary matters are still on a most 
primitive basis, although the Government, through their District 
Medical Officers, spare no pains to impress upon the population 
generally the necessity for care in this direction. 

The rainfall for the year 1911-12 (at the Botanic Station, 206 
feet above the sea level) was 119°07 inches, as against 103°2¥ 
inches in 1910-11. 

Rain fell on 264 days during the year. 

The maximum fall in twenty-four hours was 7:97 inches on the 
25th September. 

September was the wettest month, with 21°81 inches. A good 
deal of damage was done to the roads during that month owing 
to the heavy rain, while the effect on the cotton crop was also 
somewhat disastrous. 

February was the driest month, with 3°93 inches, 

The mean monthly temperature was 784° F. Maximum for 
the year was 88° F’. (in August, September and October) and the 
minimum 68° F., which was experienced in February. 
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Except in August and September, when the atmosphere is 
uncomfortably hot, although not even in those months insalu- 
brious, the climate may be regarded as most healthy for both 
Europeans and coloured persons. Malaria is hardly known, while 
yellow fever has proved itself to be a disease of the past. 


VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


‘The fortnightly mail service from and to England continued 
to be performed by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. At 
Trinidad the mails are transferred into the inter-colonial ships, 
which call weekly at St. Vincent on regular days—one week 
with outward mails on the way round the islands, and the 
following week on the way to Trinidad with homeward mails. 
The service was carried on in a satisfactory manner. 

The steamers of the Pickford and Black Line, from Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, under contract with the Imperial and Canadian 
Governments, continued to run as usual, while occasional calls 
were made by the steamers of the Quebec Steamship Line. 
During the year an arrangement was made with Scrutton’s Direct 
Line to call once a month outward and homeward bound. The 
East Asiatic Line of steamers from Copenhagen vié London and 
the Danish West Indies also made occasional calls, 

There is an inland postal system by which the Windward 
district of the Colony is served three times a week, the Leeward 
district daily, and the Grenadines once a. week. 

The postal order system continues to grow in popularity, and 
its extension to the district towns has been accomplished. 

The volume of work in the Post Office also continues to expand, 
which is a sure sign of the upward march of the Colony. 

The revenue of the telephone department was £569, including 
£281 transferred to that head on account of the Government 
installations. The expenditure was £518. The main installa- 
tion is in Kingstown with branch lines all over the island. The 
service is a most useful one. 





IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


During the year there has been no change in the heads of 
administrative departments. The Administrator on one occasion 
paid a visit to Grenada to consult the Governor-in-Chief on affairs 
of the Colony and was absent for about 7 days. From the 26th 
June, 1911, to the 3rd January, ivi2, the Administrator was 
absent on long leave. During that period His Honour W. 8. 
Shaw, Chief Justice, administered the government. 

The Royal Coronation in London of Their Majesties King 
George V. and Queen Mary, which took place ou the 22nd June, 
1911, is to be regarded as the most important event of the year 
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under review. ‘This occasion was celebrated throughout the 
Colony with much rejoicing and will long be remembered for 
the many manifestations of loyalty and devotion to Their 
Majesties’ throne and persons which itevoked. A small permanent 
memorial of the event, in the form of a stock drinking trough, 
was erected in the market place in Kingstown. 

In March, 1912, St. Vancent despatched two delegates to 
Canada to take part in the Ottawa Conference between Canada 
and the West Indies convened for the purpose of arranging a 
preferential trading agreement between the two places. The 
agreement resulting from the labours of this Conference has since 
been adopted by the Colony and will in all probability be brought 
into force early in 1913. 

With the help of the Treasurer of Grenada, an expert in such 
matters, a complete re-organization of the Excise system and 
Department was effected during the year. 

The Colony’s trade continues to expand and evidences of 
increasing prosperity are visible on every side. In this beautiful 
island material prosperity is dependent solely upon good crops, 
good prices, and good weather. 

The inhabitants of an island which produces the best cotton in 
the world and an unrivalled class of arrowroot can reasonably 
hope to attain a standard of comfort and prosperity comparable 
with that obtaining in any other British tropical possession. 

A sketch map of “the Colony i is attached to this Report. 


C. Gipron Murray, 
Administrator. 
16th October, 1912. 





COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following: recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
Colony, &c. Year. 


Gibraltar... ae on ase oes ee mpi 1911 
Gambia ane a A 

Ashanti ane 

Falkland Islands 

Seychelles... 

Northern Territories of the Gold Coast... 
Hong Kong... 

Sierra Leone 

Gold Coast . 

Turks and Caicos Islands .. 

Fiji... oY ae tes ase ase at 
Bechuanaland Protectorate ie te to ve 1911-1912 
Basutoland . ee 
Colonial Survey Committee 








Malta i 
Nyasaland ... ae oss een a eas a in 
British Honduras ... o se see ae ae 1911 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands. . an tee ove ave 1910 
Southern Nigeria ... ve ies de aes aa 1911 
Somaliland . to ey er ie eee 1911-1912 
Imperial Institute .. a wee ies &S age 191L 
Northern Nigeria ... tee se ase tee ane ” 
Jamaica... ees eee se a ven vee 1911-1912 
Swaziland aoe ae ee eon ‘ 
Bahamas <i 
Grenada ees ues ony 1911 
Uganda... a on tes te aoe we 1911-1912 
Mauritius... toe esa bee ase tee 1911 
Trinidad and Tobago tae tee a eee 7 
British Guiana... ass tes tee eee we 1911-1912 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &c. Subject. 
Fiji... a3 ce as +. Hurricane, 1910. 
Jamaica ane ore one «Cayman Islands. 
Ceylon oe eee rr +» Mineral Survey, 1906-7 and 
1907-8. 
West Indies... eee oes +» Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 


Southern Nigeria ... weve Mineral Survey, 1907-3, 
St. Vincent ... ase Se +. Roads and Land Settlement 


Fund. 

Weihaiwei_ ... tee aa + Census, 1911. 

Northern Nigeria ... nee +. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 


Nyasiland_... oo ees ... Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Southern Nigeria ... eee + Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Imperial Institute ... wee ... Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Southern Nigeria... ote -» Mineral Survey, 1910. 

West Indies... nee te + Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, &c 


ov 
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No. 748. 


BARBADOS. 


(For Report for 1910-11, see No. 698.) 


Tue Governor To THE SECRETARY oF STATE. 


Government House, 
Barbados, 
21st December, 1912. 
Sir, 

1. I wave the honour to transmit herewith six copies of the 
Blue Book of the Colony for the year 1911-12 together with the 
report thereon which has been prepared by the Colonial Secretary. 

2. The report is satisfactory in that it shows a material increase 
in the general revenue, and it is interesting because it discloses 
the fact that the cause of this increase is the subject of much 
conjecture. Various theories have been advanced in explanation 
of the increase. It is attributed to the large amount of money 
remitted to the island by Barbadian emigrants, and especially 
by the labourers who are employed at Panama; it is accounted 
for as being the result of the expenditure made by visitors during 
their stay in Barbados; but although each of these conditions 
had undoubtedly had a stimulating effect upon revenue, there 
are many people, not excluding some experts, who consider that 
an important factor in the prosperity has been the continued 
stability in trade, and it was for this reason that common 
accord existed, at the end of the year, when a delegate was sent 
to Ottawa with instructions to endeavour to secure a stable and 
permanent market for sugar, by supporting the proposed 
Reciprocity Treaty with Canada. As a result of the conference 
at Ottawa the Canada and West Indies Reciprocity (Tariff) 
Agreement Act, 1912, has been passed by the legislature of 
Barbados, and both in the Blue Book and in the report which 
is now forwarded there is information which proves that the 
Reciprocity Treaty will have no adverse effect upon one matter 
which is of paramount importance to the prosperity of Barbados— 
the cost of living in the case of the Barbadian labourer. 

3. It is almost impossible to affirm with respect to any given 
article on the import list that it will be consumed exclusively 
by the rich or exclusively by the poor. For example, perfumery 
is imported to the value of £4,086. It is universally regarded as 


(281583—2.) We. 35104—688, 1125 & 90. 2/18. D&S, A2 
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a luxury, but in Barbados it is a noticeable fact that this luxury 
is enjoyed by many amongst the masses. I propose, therefore, 
to ignore all imports except those food-stuffs which the Barbadian 
labourer is known to buy with regularity, namely, bread, corn- 
meal, or Indian meal, rice, flour, fish. The aggregate annual 
consumption of all these food-stufis amounts, approximately, to 
172 Ibs. per head of the entire population; of this amount rice 
accounts for 61 Ibs., and in the case of this commodity the new 
tariff will not affect the consumer, because no change has been 
made in the import duty. In the case of bread and cornmeal 
(approximate aggregate consumption 57 ]bs. per head) the con- 
sumer stands to gain in future, because the only change made by 
the new tariff is that it reduces the import duty in the case of 
bread and meal imported from British countries. Of fish it is 
sufficient to state that practically all comes from Newfoundland 
or from Canada, and that in the case of fish thus imported there 
will be no change in the duty. 

4. The last item on my selected list is flour, and this article 
is affected by the new tariff in two different ways. Thus, if 
imported from a non-British country—for example, the United 
States—it will be subject to duty at the rate of 4s. 9d. per barrel 
of 196 Ibs., instead of 4s. 2d., the amount which is levied at 
present, but if it is imported from any British country (including 
Canada) it will pay a lesser duty than heretofore, viz., only 
3s. 9d. per barrel of the same weight. Hitherto the importations 
of flour from the United States have been equal to those from 
Canada and, as every ‘‘cent”’ is of importance to the thrifty 
Barbadian labourer, it is necessary to consider whether the latter 
is likely to gain or to lose under the preferential tariff. It is 
obvious that he will gain should Canada supply the commodity 
in such abundance as to induce competition: the latter is very 
keen in Barbados, but even if Canada is unable to oust American 
flour from the Barbadian market it by no means follows that 
there will be any increase in the goodman’s household expendi- 
ture. I have already pointed out that the aggregate consumption 
of the principal imported food-stuffs is only 172 lbs. per head 
per annum, a fact which shows that the masses do not depend 
upon imports, but obtain a large proportion of their food from 
provisions—sweet potatoes, yams, &c.—which are grown in the 
island, and thus it may be reasonably inferred that, should the 
supply of Canadian flour not be abundant, the labourer will be 
able to avoid increased expenditure by electing to consume a 
little more of the cheap, locally grown food. Another reason 
may be advanced to show that the labourer’s position is secure, 
and this reason is of special interest, because it is founded upon 
one of his habits. His wife is accustomed to avoid the in- 
convenience of baking bread or of buying baked bread in small 
quantities; she obviates these troubles by purchasing biscuits 
named ‘‘ Admirals,’’ ‘‘ Commodores,’’ ‘‘ Middies,’’ &c., and so 
popular are these biscuits that they are universally called 
“bread ’’ and are thus designated both in the Blue Book and in 
the report. The fact is that the poorer classes are more interested 
in “bread ”’ (t.e., biscuits) and cornmeal than in flour, and with 
respect to ‘“‘bread’’ the labourer is secured in two ways. If 
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that commodity is imported the duty, as already stated, may be 
less, but cannot be more than at present; on the other hand, if 
the ‘‘ bread”? is manufactured locally it will not be affected by 
the duty on flour, because the manufacture will be carried out, 
as at present, in bond, and when the Customs authorities come 
to levy duty upon the manufactured article they will treat the 
latter as ‘bread’ and not as flour. There is another fact con- 
cerning locally manufactured ‘‘ bread’? which is of importance. 
If the Customs authorities are assured that it has been made 
from Canadian flour they will, for duty assessing purposes, regard 
the biscuits as if they were ‘bread’? which has been imported 
from Canada. In such event the reduced duty will be paid; 
and one may safely assume that the manufacturers will never 
buy an ounce of American flour unless the latter, in spite of the 
new tariff, is cheaper than that which is imported from the Great 
Dominion. 

5. The Barbados merchant will, therefore, have a double 
inducement under the new tariff for buying Canadian flour, he 
will have to pay less import duty upon it than heretofore, and he 
will also remember that one class of consumer—the biscuit 
manufacturer—has a special reason for avoiding the purchase of 
the American article. There remains one question, namely, 
whether the trade of the local manufacturers of “* Admirals,” 
** Commodores,’’ and ‘‘ Middies ”’ is likely to be of sufficiently large 
dimensions as to influence the importers of flour. It is known 
that the National Biscuit Company—an American concern—is 
very powerful, and people may doubt whether it is possible for 
any Barbadian factory, necessarily small, to compete successfully 
with such a powerful organization. The doubt can, however, 
be easily dispelled. The mercantile class in Barbados includes 
many men of business acumen, and the Barbados Biscuit Factory 
and the West Indian Biscuit Company (the two concerns making 
Barbados bread) turn to account the circumstance that one 
barrel of flour is sufficient to make three barrels of biscuits ; 
thus their American rival is handicapped by heavier shipping 
freight charges, and this handicap has been turned to good 
account :— 

(a) During the year 50,190 barrels of flour were imported, 
and of this number 25,053 were made into ‘“‘ Barbados 
bread ’’ (4,546,215 Ibs.). 

(b) During the year only 420,416 lbs. of “bread”? were 
imported from the United States. 

(c) During the year 838,219 lbs. of ‘‘ Barbados bread’? were 
exported, chiefly to West Indian Islands, and this 
export proves that the Barbadian manufacturer is able 
to fight with his American competitor in places which 
are beyond the limits of the Colony. 

G6. The success of the biscuit manufacturers is only one illustra- 
tion of the business acumen that has been shown in the island; 
this faculty is of great political value in a colony which possesses 
such large powers of self-government as exist in Barbados; and 
there is another direction in which it may, I think, have had a 
not inconsiderable effect,—it may be a contributory cause of the 
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inexplicable prosperity which is alluded to at the beginning of 
this despatch. The satisfactory dividends paid by Barbadian 
undertakings warrant this belief. The shares of the Barbados 
Fire Insurance Company and of the Economic Fire Insurance 
Company stand at 100 per cent. premium, and the operations 
of each company are based upon the English tariff rate. The 
shareholders in the Barbados Foundry Company and in the West 
Indian Rum Refinery, Limited, ought to be very cheerful, con- 
tented people, and of the latter company it may be said that 
they give contentment to non-shareholders in a way—it is a 
quaint fact—that would gain approval from the most rigid 
abstainer. A by-product of their manufacture is fusel oil. The 
quantity is not large enough for profitable export, but every drop 
is much sought after as a lotion by the use of which sufferers 
from rheumatism can obtain immediate comfort and ultimate 
cure. I will only cite two other Barbadian concerns, and I do 
so because each possesses a special interest. The Barbados 
Mutual Life Assurance Company has been in existence for many 
years; the report upon the fourteenth quinquennial valuation 
discloses security combined with progress, and the Mortality 
Experience Table (1840-1882) is valuable because it records the 
experience of a company which has issued policies in the tropics 
during a long period. The actuary points out that this record 
is “the Mortality Table in its ordinary form, columns being 
added for comparison showing the expectation of life for Bar- 
bados, and according to the Northampton, Hm., and English Life 
(No. 3, Males) Tables. As would be inferred from what has 
preceded, the average duration of life, according to the Society’s 
experience, is at all ages below the two last mentioned tables, 
but is higher than the Northampton Table at the younger ages, 
crossing the Northampton experience at age 42.” 

7. In paragraph 40 of the Report it is stated that the export 
of oleomargarine manufactured in the Colony amounted to 
94,200 lbs. during 1911; and the Blue Book shows that nearly all 
went to British Guiana or to the British West Indies. It is, 
perhaps, instructive that the ‘‘O.R. Manufacturing Company, 
Limited,’’-—a Barbadian concern—should be thus able to com- 
pete successfully with American and Dutch competition; but 
the point which I would like to emphasize is that the company 
is a purchaser of cotton seed oil, and consequently, to the extent 
of such purchase, is a source of strength to cotton cultivation in 
the Colony. The position of this important cultivation is 
described in paragraphs 22 and 32 of the report; the export of 
raw cotton is shown to be very variable (1909, 830,117 Ibs. ; 1910, 
589,118 Ibs.; 1911, 740,269 lbs.), and information may appear 
to be needed, not only concerning these variations, but also with 
respect to the causes which have prevented the cultivation from 
increasing to the extent which is desired by all. The fault 
does not lie with the planters. The latter prize very highly a 
crop which, like cotton, gives the land a rest from sugar cultiva- 
tion. They believe that intensive cultivation is profitable, and 
they annually import manure to a value exceeding £100,000, 
with which to supplement their farmyard manure and thus 
enrich the 74,000 acres of cultivable land in the Colony. The 
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veal reason why cotton cultivation is not more progressive is 
because the crop is very susceptible to disease, but there is hope 
that this difficulty may in time be overcome by careful selection 
of certain indigenous cottons which, if not absolutely immune, 
are resistant to insect pests and fungoid diseases, and to this end 
the Local Department of Agriculture has already cultivated a 
number of hybrid, native, and’ other varieties, with results that 
are distinctly encouraging. 

8. I will end this despatch by a brief allusion to some miscel- 
laneous matters. ; 

The expenditure from the Treasury during 1911-12 amounted to 
£215,697, but to this sum should be added the parochial expendi- 
ture (£71,070), of which £4,453 was spent upon the maintenance 
of churches and chapels, and £19,551 upon poor relief. 

For many years the export of fruit has been hampered by want 
of shipping facilities, but negotiations—full of promise—are in 
progress between the British West Indian Fruit Company, the 
Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, and the planting community, 
which may result in this difficulty being overcome. 

During the year the Barbados Electric Supply Corporation com- 
menced operations and, judging by the success which it has already 
achieved, it is probable that this undertaking will prove to be 
successful. : 

Lastly, a geological survey is needed in order to ascertain 
whether a petroleum oil industry can be established in the Colony ; 
during the year the sum of £900 was voted for this purpose, and 
at the present moment the survey is in progress. Will oil be 
found in Barbados in paying quantities? No person is able, to- 
day, to answer this question positively ; yet it would not be easy 
to find anybody in Barbados who does not believe that the country 
will-be enriched, during the next few years, by the discovery of 
oil in great quantity. It is, indeed, quite possible that, in the 
near future, oil-derricks may be added to the tall chimneys and 
wind-mills which are now so prominent in Barbadian scenery, and 
if that day does arrive it will bring great contentment to the 
economical Barbadian labourer, because the latter will then be 
able to read—the Bible is the most read book—by lamp-light 
supplied by cheaper oil. 








I have, &c., 


L. Prosyy, 
Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., P.C., 
&e., &e., &e. 
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REPORT ON THE BARBADOS BLUE BOOK FOR 1911-12. 


FINANCIAL. 
GENERAL. 
1. In the year 1911-12— 
£ 
The revenue was... aor se 221,906 
The expenditure was ¥ea aon 215,697 
Giving as surplus... oie £6,209 


The balance to the credit of the general revenue increased from 
£46,633, at the close of the previous financial year, to £52,842. 

2. The following table shows the revenue and expenditure of the 
Colony for the past five years :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 

Year. £ 

1907-8... oan 209,817 188,296 
1908-9... ae 189,805 198,865 
1909-10... i 195,803 199,625 
1910-11... ate 213,298 211,949 
1911-12... via 221,906 215,697 

REVENUE. 


3. The revenue for the year under report, which exceeded that 
for the previous year (itself a record) by £8,608, is the highest 
ever raised in the Colony, that for 1899 being considered without 
the Hurricane Grant-in-Aid of £40,000. As no new or additional 
taxation was imposed during the year, the increase can only be 
attributed to the increasing prosperity of the Colony. 

4. The principal increases, as compared with 1910-11, occurred 
under the following heads : — 


£ 
Import duties ... oo A oe 4,620 
Excise ... oe eee sah one 2,161 
Licence ... ee re eae oa 370 
Fees and fines ... ies res tk 374 
Reimbursements in aid ae ay 600 
Interest and repayment of loans Soa 1,013 
Special receipts Ba Os Ox 1,260 


5. The main causes of such of the above increases as require 
explanation are :— 

Reimbursements in Aid.—An increase in the contribution by the 
St. Michael parochial authorities in respect of fire brigade rate, 
due to increase of the establishment of the fire brigade. 

Interest and Repayment of Loans.—The earlier payment of 
interest on deposits in the Colonial Bank, caused by a rearrange- 
ment of the deposit account, which brought interest otherwise pay- 
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able after April Ist, 1912, into the financial year under 
consideration. 

Special Receipts.—As in the previous financial year the increaso 
is due mainly to an increase of £1,317 in deposits paid under the 
Quarantine Act by arriving passengers. But, as will be seen 
under increases of heads of expenditure, the refunds of these 
deposits have increased by £1,203. The net increase of revenue 
under this head is therefore £114. The entries show the very 
great increase in the number of visitors to the island, a contribu- 
tory cause of prosperity which is steadily growing in importance. 

6. The following are the principal heads which show a 
decrease : — 


£ 
Tonnage ao eae 346 
Water Works Department we oe 271 
Imperial Grant we mes bey, 1,076 


7. The decrease in Imperial Grant is due to the reorganisation of 
the Local Department of Agriculture on a basis independent of the 
financial assistance of the Imperial Government, and the conse- 
quent cessation of the Imperial Grant-in-Aid. 


EXPENDITURE. 


8. The expenditure for 1911-12, which exceeded that for the 
previous year (itself a record) by £3,748, is the highest recorded 
for the Colony, expenditure due to grants-in-aid being omitted 


from consideration. 
9. The following are the heads under which increases or new 


expenditure principally occurred :— 


£ 
Fire Brigade ee aoe oie a me 573 
Water Works Heo Pe = ide oe 965 
Pensions ... oes ase wee Sad ay? 838 
Charges of debt ... bus an He ey 563 
Miscellaneous Services— 

Government printing and binding... Ba 4a7 
Unclaimed and undistributed moneys ... we 1,167 
Refund to passengers under Quarantine Act ... 1,204 
Advertising Barbados... 200 
Sending of volunteer contingent ‘to Coronation 506 
Cost of “celebrating Coronation ... hs ie 570 
Cost of taking census... ad ome 622 
Bay Street and City improvements hes ay 1,533 
Hospital extension 2,366 
Expenses of delegates 5: Ottan: a Reciprocity 

Conference wei ae ee : 200 


10. The main causes of increase are as dcllowss — 

(a) Fire Brigade.—Increase of establishment and purchase of 
appliances, chiefly met by increase in receipts from Fire Brigade 
Rate (vide paragraph 5). 

(6) Waterworks —The payment of two instalments of the 
Launch Renewal Fund during the year aud increase of pumping 
expenses due to drought. 
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(c) Pensions.—The payment of a matured insurance policy by 
the Treasury instead of by the Savings Bank. The amount has 
since been refunded by the latter institution. 

(d) Charges of Debt.—Payment during the year of two instal- 
ments to sinking fund—Public Works Loan Act. 

(e) Government Printing and Binding.—A great increase in the 
amount of matter printed for the legislature and Government 
departments, 


(f) Unclaimed and Undistributed Moneys.—Chiefly due to one 
large refund of money awaiting proof of claim. 

(g) Refand to passengers under Quarantine Act: explained 
under ‘‘ Special Receipts,’’ paragraph 5. 

(h) Advertising Barbados.—A new head of expenditure in which 
payment of the previous financial year is included. 

(i) and (j) Bay Street and City Improvements and Hospital 
Extension: Advances to be recouped by loans for the purposes 
named and, therefore, not, strictly speaking, expenditure. 

11. Appreciable decrease of expenditure is shown under the 
following heads :— 


& 
Customs os Re 2 ae 597 
Post Office ee ee ee .. 1,514 
Subsidies and Grants... eas Ben 466 
Public Works Recurrent aes ten 585 
Public Works Extraordinary ... or 472 


12. The main causes of decrease are: — 


Customs.—A reduction in the amount claimed as drawback on 
exports. 


Post Office —Mainly due to a reduction in expenditure on 
gratuities on ship letters. The reduction is owing (a) to the 
inflation of the previous year’s expenditure by payment for two 
years during one financial year; (b) to the abolition of gratuities 
to the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, which have been 
replaced by a fixed subsidy; and (c) to a reduction of rates on ship 
letters to British Colonies. 


Public Works Recurrent.—Decrease in expenditure in docking 
dredger and barges, 


Posric Der. 


13. There has been no increase in the public debt during the 
the year under report, the amount remaining at £422,900. 

The sinking fund has increased from £85,940 to £90,775, which 
represents a decrease in liability of £4,835 during the year. 
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TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
TRADE, 


14. The following table shows the trade of the Colony for 1911, 
compared with that of the previous year :— : 





1911. 1910. 
£ £ 
Value of Imports... ee 1,539,710 1,345,194 
Value of Exports ... ee 1,005,931 1,088,830 
Excess of imports over ex- ----———- ——_. 
ports whe ~ vie 533,779 256,364 





While the imports increased during 1911 by £194,516, the 
exports decreased by £82,899. This tends to show that much of 
the increase in the revenue is due to money brought into, and. 
spent in the island by, visitors. 


Imports. 


15,.'The following comparative table for the past’ two years 
shows the countries from which imports chiefly came :— 


1911. 1910. 
: £ £ 
United Kingdom oes 599,390 592,641 
Canada... Fes iG 188,281 151,985 
Newfoundland ... dese 23,612 10,494 
British West Indies and 
British Guiana oy 107,658 107,887 
India was ee 75,465 9,722 
Foreign Countries, 
United States ... bet 428,831 399,649 
Foreign West Indies ... 12,245 12,288 
France... oe At 15,799 5,151 
Germany ooh ae 16,009 8,866 
Holland ... os en 12,952 12,258 
Argentine Republic... 16,173 10,104 


16. The following table gives the percentage of imports from 
the principal countries of origin for the past two years :— - 


1911. 1910. 
Country Percent. Per cent. 
United Kingdom ... st 39 44 
Canada a oh ae 12 11 
United States ea pee 28 30 


17. The imports for 1911 have been classified under “‘ Country 
of origin and not, as previously, under ‘‘ County from whence 
imported.” This change accounts for the large increase shown 
against India. It also lessens the value of the comparison 
throughout for this year. 

18. The following table gives the value of the principal imports 
from Canada and contrasts the figures with those for the previous 
year :— 
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(a) Articles showing an increase :— 





























— 1911. 1910. Increase. 
£ £ £ 
Flour Ase 40,832 81,144 9,688 
Oats... eee 13,331 7,266 6,065 
Grain ... ove 4,687 4,626 61 
Bran and pollard toe 1,841 1,215 626 
Oilmeal and oilcake ... 953 38 915 
Fish . 23,259 21,311 1,048 
Cheese .. 2,443 1,721 722 
Wood . 43,778 31,419 12,359 
Staves and shooks 5,385 4,086 1,299 
Hardware ne use 1,145 184 961 
Motor cars oe 2,247 - 2,247 
Sulphate of ammonia 22,970 16,844 6,126 
(6) Articles showing a decrease :— 
— 1911. 1910. Decrease. 
j | 
| £ | £ | £ 
Fruit and vegetables ... 1,267 3,940 | 2,673 
Beef and pork 916 1,962 | 1,046 
Shingles ate. 11,685 12,856 1,171 
Tron nails, &c.... 1,242 2,435 1,193 
Exports. 


19. The following table gives a comparison of the value of 
exports the produce and manufacture of the Colony with that of 
exports the produce and manufacture of British and foreign 
countries :— 








— | 1911. | 1910. | Decrease. 
ero 
£ £ £ 
Produce, &c. of the Colony ... 722,746 783,125 60,379 
Produce, &c. of other Countries 283,185 305,705 22,520 





20. The following table gives a comparison of the value of the 
principal exports the produce and manufacture of the Colony 
with that of the previous year :— 














— | 1911. | 1910. | Iccrease. | Decrease. 
; £ £ £ | £ 
Bananas ... eee 1,802 2,652 850 
Bread 10,478 6,401 | 40 077 = 
ae 43 182 36,820 6, 362 _ 


Cotton, Raw 
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1911. | 1910. Increase. | Decrease. 
£ £ £ £ 
*Cotton Seed Meal... ad 3,704 Nil. 3,704 _ 
Hides and Skins ies ses 3,550 5,623 - 2,073 
+Molasses :— | 
Choice feu eee | 100,268 
Fanty, sah saue oes 246757 } | 820,888 Wc BB1S7 a 
Sugar :— i 
Crystals... .. «| 78,542 | 45,920 | 32,622 = 
Muscavado ... ove eee | 210,717 350,084 _— 139,367 
® £1,089 worth of “meal, unenumerated, and Cotton Seed Meal from 
imported : seed” was exported in 1910, but appears. under the head of “ Foreign 


Produce.” 
+ A new classification of molasses, under the headings ‘‘Choice” and “Fancy” 
has come into force since the previous year. 


21. The following table compares the molasses and sugar 
shipments in the matter of amount as well as of value :— 





























— 1911. 1910. Increase. | Decrease. 
Molasses, Choice :— 
Puncheons ... ass * | 100,68 | | 
Value oes oe : , 
Molasses, Fancy :— ‘ ee | Peer cS 
Puncheons .., ae wes Hea peda 
Value ase ose £ | 246,757 
Sugar, Crystals :— | 
Hogsheads eos vee 7,135 3,993 8,142 —_ 
Value £ 78,542 45,920 32,622 _ 
Sugar, Muscavado — 
Hogsheads ... ous ase 23,413 35,906 _ 12,493 
Value owe ase £ | 210,717 350,084 _ 139,367 
Nett decrease in value of above Exports, £70,608. 
It will be seen that the export of dry sugar or crystals has 
nearly doubled. The cause is to be found in the establishment of 


a new, up-to-date factory and the extension of the milling plants 
of other modern factories. 

22. The following table gives the similar comparison for 
cotton :—- 








— 1911. 1910. | Increase. 
! 
| 
Cotton, Raw... we «Ibs, 7,401,269 589,118 ! 151,151 
Value seen 43,182 36, 7820 | 6. 362 





This figure, though showing satisfactory increase owing to the 
prospect of remunerative prices, is still far below the quantity 
exported in 1909, viz., 830,117 lbs.; but in value greatly exceeds 
the £40,946 received from that year’s export, 
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23. The places to which the products of the Colony have been 
chiefly exported, as compared with the previous year, are: — 





pear, . 1911. | 1910. | Increase. | Decrease 





i | | 
j | | 
Go MRS Bi Tees ee 
United Kingdom ove ve | 100,473 117,233 | _ 16,760 
Canada... eae eee | 422,726 | 484/108 — | 61,382 
United States .. 00. «| 79,888 | 77,650 | 2238 ,; — 
Newfoundland ... one on 69,023 58,991 | 10,032 _ 





24. The destination of the bulk of the sugar has been :— 


























— 1911. 1910. Increase. | Decrease. 
= i I 
£ | £ £ i £ 
United Kingdom si ee | 45,991 67,483 _ 21,492 
Canada ... oes wee ew | 201,134 268,455 _ 67,321 
United States ... oe on 25,938 45,176 _ i 19,238 
Holland. eae ee | 710 4,963 2147 5 
ae! 
And of molasses : — 
— 1911. | 1910. Increase. | Decrease. 
| J | 
i | , 
j £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom 7,883 10,096 2,213 


%) getjas9 | 215;256 6,193 ea 
47.757 | 26388 | 21,369 a 
68289 | 58268 | 10,021 st 


Canada 
United States 
Newfoundland ... 

















25. The transit export trade shows a decrease of £22,520 as 
compared with 1910. The figures for the past five years are: — 


£ 
T90% xe as ee ok i 321,515 
1908... hae ou ee ee 340,178 
TO0OS avs ce Rs es ie 311,756 
1910 43. cued sips oe fe 305,705 
560 iene he oe ee ay 283,185 


The explanation for this decrease may be looked for in the 
removal of the Intercolonial Headquarters of the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet Company from the island. 


SHIPPING, 


26. The following table gives the shipping entered at Bridge- 
town for 1910 and 1911;— 
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| 
| 1911. | 1910. 
a= ; ; 
| Number. ; Tonnage. | Number. | Tonnage. 
i | 
| 
Steamers | 739 | 1,607,260 745 | 1,583,188 
Sailing vessels Ms 700, 138,014 167 165,109 
| 
Total | 


1,439 | 1,745,274 1,512 | 1,698,297 








This shows a decrease of six steamers and 67 sailing vessels, 
with a decrease of 27,095 in the tonnage of the latter; but an 
increase of 74,072 in the tonnage of steamers and a nett increase 
of 46,977 in the total tonnage entered. 

27. The increase of tonnage concurrently with a decrease in 
tonnage receipts (vide paragraph 6) is explained by the fact that 
tonnage charges are not collected on ships in ballast, ships calling 
only for bunker coal, and tourist ships. The decrease in tonnage 
receipts may be partially accounted for by a decrease of 13,516 
tons of ships entered with cargo; but the decrease in receipts, 
and the increase in tonnage are not actually concurrent, for 
the former figures are for the financial year while the latter 
are for the calendar year. 

28. The nationality of the ships entered during the two years 
was :— 

















1911. 1910. 
Number. Tonnage. | Number. | Tonnage. 
British 38 ee on | 1,078 | 1,314,312 1,147 1,276,865 
Foreign . | 361 | 430,962 365 421,432 











This shows a decrease of 69 British and four foreign ships; but 
an increase of 37,447 in British, and of 9,530 in foreign tonnage. 

29. The following figures show the progress of the coaling 
business :— 


Steamers coaled. Tons taken. 
1907... me ee 3806 70,531 
1908... oh ae 229 54,153 
1909... sat a 219 53,077 
1910... ae ae ote . 65,098 
iS ees eh be 275 62,062 
AGRICULTURE. 


30. The sugar crop has been set out under its various headings 
in paragraph 21. The following table gives a comprehensive 
comparison in terms of sugar alone, equating fancy molasses 
thereto ;:— 
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Hogsheads. 
1909" sux ‘oe or ee = 40,375 
1910... he we or ae 59,771 
ci) eee ie ee 2 = 54,411 


The crop was, therefore, appreciably less than that for the pre- 
vious year, but still greatly in excess of that for 1909. 

31. The rainfall for November and December, 1910, and 
January, 1911, being below the average, the sugar-cane cuttings, 
which were planted in the latter half of November and December, 
did not germinate as regularly as usual. Consequently, at the end 
of January, 1911, the young sugar-cane crop of the island was, on 
the whole, irregular, but as the usual dry season, 7.e., from the 
beginning of February to the end of May, was exceptionally wet, 
the rainfall for the four months being 15°85 inches as compared 
with 10°44 inches for the sixty-five years ended December 31, 1911, 
the cuttings that failed to grow, and which were replaced by 
“top ”’ cuttings taken from vigorous plant canes, germinated so 
satisfactorily that when the rainy season set in in June the young 
sugar-cane crop was regular and growing vigorously. From then 
on to the end of November the rainfall was, with the exception of 
that for August, which was low, above the average, so that at the 
end of November there was every prospect of the island making a 
more than average crop in 1912. Unfortunately, however, a 
drought set in from the commencement of December which lasted 
up to the date of this report (31st March, 1912). In consequence 
of this there is every indication that the crop of the island for 1912 
will not be as large as the two preceding ones. 

82. The figures in the Blue Book show the cotton exported for 
the year 1911, the comparison of which with the previous year, 
is given under ‘‘ Trade ’’ in paragraph 22. 

For the acreage which was reaped during the year, viz., 4,741 
acres, as compared with the crop of 4,121 acres of the previous 
year, the results were : — 











— 1911. | 1910. | Increase. 
Te ies rd 726,573 644,279 82,294 
Value ... or £ 42,346 38,549 3,797 











The difference between the above figures and those shown by the 
exports for the year is due to the fact that the reaping and shipping 
season for any one crop extends from October Ist in one year to 
September 30th of the following year. In this paragraph I am 
examining the results of the crop and not the year’s export. 

The increase by 620 acres is due to the higher price obtained for 
the lint during the season 1909-10. 

33. During 1911 10,594 bunches of bananas were shipped 
through the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company to the United 
Kingdom, mainly, if not entirely, from Sandy Lane Plantation. 
This is a decrease of 2,543 bunches on 1910, which explains the 
decrease in value of this export in paragraph 20. The shipments 
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of mangoes that are being made by the Department of Agriculture 
were continued, and 102 crates containing 10,786 -mangoes were 
shipped to the United Kingdom. 

34. For some time the Department of Agriculture has been try- 
ing to work up a trade in yams and sweet potatoes with the United 
Kingdom, but so far with only moderate success, as only forty-six 
barrels of sweet potatoes and eleven barrels of yams were shipped 
for the year. 

35. During the year an effort was made to ascertain whether it 
was possible to ship melons to New York during the winter months. 
At first only a few were shipped, and these were forwarded directly 
after they were gathered, and arrived in New York in good condi- 
tion. In consequence of this success an acre of melons were grown. 
The first few that reached maturity arrived at that condition just 
as a suitable opportunity offered of forwarding them in the cold 
storage hold of one of the Lamport and Holt steamers sailing direct 
to New York. The majority of these reached their destination in 
good condition, and were sold [at] from 75 cents to $1.00 each. 
Unfortunately, however, when the melons ripened in numbers 
there were no steamers with cold storage holds available for their 
carriage, and they had to be placed in the cold storage room of the 
Barbados Crystal Ice Factory, to be kept there, in some instances, 
for over four weeks before they were shipped. The result was that 
practically all of them rotted on the voyage. Efforts have been 
made to get other steamers besides the Lamport and Holt to take 
the melons, but so far without success. 


InpustTRIES. 


36. The amount of rum manufactured during the past two 
years was: 





1911. 1910. 
Gallons... bo hs 254,654 226,169 


showing an increase of 28,485 gallons for 1911. 

37. The number of licences to sell liquors increased from 453 
in 1910 to 510 in 1911. 

38. The process of reduction of the number of estates by sale 
to small holders has been in operation during the year. But 
as no estate affected has been completely disposed of, the number 
remained at the close of the year the same as at the close of 
1910, viz., 832. Of these the number which have steam works 
has increased from 107 to 108. 

39. The output of manjak, as shown by the export returns, has 
decreased from 174 tons in 1910 to 164} tons in 1911. 

40. The export of oleomargarine manufactured in the Colony 
has increased from 75,200 lbs. in 1910 to 94,200 lbs. in 1911; 
but this latter figure is still 100,000 lbs. less than the amount 
exported in 1909. 

41. The export of Barbados bread has risen from 768,134 lbs. 
in 1910 to 838,219 lbs. in 1911. 

42. The two cotton ginneries in the island have dealt with the 
whole of the cotton crop. 


28153 B 
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LEGISLATION. 


43. Thirty-three Acts were passed by the Legislature during 
the year. Of these the following are the most important : — 

No. 1. An Act authorising the Governor in Executive Com- 
mittee to purchase certain lands adjoining Bay Street and 
Fairchild Street, the buildings on which were recently destroyed 
by fire, for city improvement. 

No. 2. An Act to amend the Quarantine Act, 1905, by 
additional provision respecting the disinfection of clothing and 
the destruction of rats and other vermin in vessels arriving from 
an infected place and the embarkation of passengers at an infected 
place. 

No. 3. An Act to further amend the Electric Lighting and 
Power Order Confirmation (Amendment) Act, 1911. This Act 
provides for the better protection and insulation of all electric 
lines placed above ground for lighting and power purposes and 
for the better pretection of telephone and telegraph wires. 

No. 14. An Act to make provision for the issue of bank notes. 
The Act deals with the limitation of issues, penalties for improper 
issue and the Bank Notes Reserve Fund. Power is given to the 
Secretary of State, under certain conditions, to waive the pro- 
vision of the Act with reference to security; and the Colonial 
Bank is exempted from the scope of the Act. 

No. 19. An Act to amend the Vestries Act, 1891. The 
principal amendment deals with the method of assessment for 
parochial revenue. 

No. 20. The Bridgetown Tramways Company, Limited, (Amend- 
ment) Act, authorising the substituting of electricity for animal 
draught. 

No. 25. The Central Sugar Factories Act, which empowers 
the Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank to raise and lend money 
to owners of groups of plantations for the erection of co-operative 
factories. The Act also provides for the acquisition of sites, the 
application of the proceeds of sale of sugar and other matters 
necessary for the establishment of central co-operative factories. 

No. 27. An Act for promoting the revision of the Statute Law, 
authorising certain amendments to facilitate a revised edition 
of the laws of the Colony. 

No. 29. The Anglican Church (Barbados) Amendment Act, 
which lays down amended procedure for future appointments to 
the bishopric of Barbados. 

No. 30. The Habitual Criminals Act, which empowers the 
Supreme Court to add sentence of preventive detention to penal 
servitude in the case of persons found by the jury to be habitual 


criminals. 


EDUCATION. 


44, The total expenditure under this head in 1911-12 was 
£19,382, an increase of £173 on the previous year. 

45. Codrington College, which is affiliated to Durham Univer- 
sity, receives no legislative grant, but provision is made on the 
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annual Estimates for the award of four Island scholarships 
annually to the students of the college, each of the value of £40 a 
year, tenable for two years. There were 20 scholars on the rol! 
at the end of 1911, as compared with 13 at the end of 1910. 

46. The following table shows the statistics relating to first and 
second grade schools which receive legislative grants ‘annually : — 














' 

Name Government | Pupils’ No.of Pupils 

‘ Grant. | Fees. | on Rolls. 
| 

Boys. £ £ | 
Harrison College... as «| 1,000 1,755 | 158 
The Lodge School... vee ea 500 713 ' 55 
The Combermere School . a 300 915 | 176 
The Coleridge School 100 \ 62 i 19 
The Alleyne School . 50 i 7 8 
The Parry School... 100 | 81 \ 25 
The Christ Church Foundation School 100 : 124 | 59 

Girls. | 
The Queen’s College ... on aoe 400 \ 799 91 
The Alexandra School ete ace 125 i 149 42 








47. There are six exhibitions from primary to first Sle gclinals 
of £25 tenable for six years; and there are 35 open first grade 
exhibitions of £10 each and 60 open second grade exhibitions 
of £5 each tenable for varying periods. 

48. The primary schools, numbering 166, were established in 
connection with the following denominations :— 

















7 : 
Number | Number Average | Govern- 
Denomination. of i on ' Atten- | ment 
Schools. | Roll. dance. , Grant. 
| | aa 
Church of engiand ae ive 132, 22 331 12,992 | wi 126 
Moravian be ees cael) ag ty 24a raat | 4,171 
Wesleyan wee ave aba | 18 3276 | 1 901 | 1, 592 
Total (1911)... | «166 | (28,050 16,314 i | 12,819 
| 
Total (1910) 6. we 166 27,658 16,829 | 11,264 
Le 1 





49. At the close of 1911 there were four ragged schools with 
321 scholars on the roll and an average attendance of 184, as 
compared with 285 scholars with average attendance of 173 in 
1910. The amount of the legislative grants to these schools was 
£96 for 1911, as compared with £55 for 1910. 

50. Provision is also made for an annual scholarship called 
the Barbados scholarship, of the value of £175 a year, tenable 
for four years during membership at one of the universities of 
Europe or Canada, or at any agricultural or technical college in 
Europe or America as may be approved by the local Board of 
Education. 
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GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


51. The Barbados General Hospital, situated in Bridgetown, 
is maintained by Government grant, but is not directly under 
Government control. It is governed by a Court of Directors of 
18, of whom 16 are so either ex-officio or by appointment from 
the Legislature and the remaining two are life members. 


52. In the year 1911 the Government grant was £7,850, the 
increase of £596 over 1910 being due to the additional grant 
authorised by the Legislature in 1910. There were 38,759 
admissions, 276 deaths, and 27,182 out-patients. The daily 
average in hospital was 200. 

53. At the Lazaretto there were 14 admissions and 12 deaths, 
leaving 116 inmates at the end of the year. The average daily 
auiee was 1146. There is no legally compulsory segregation of 
epers. 

54, In the lunatic asylum the daily average number of patients 
rose from 401 in 1910 to 420 in 1911. The number of admissions 
was 100, of discharges as cured 25, as relieved 5, and of deaths 54. 
The revenue from the asylum farm was £805, and the expenditure 
thereon £442, leaving a profit of £363, an increase of £149 on 
the profit for the previous year. 

50. The daily average number of prisoners in Glendairy Prison 
was 204 for 1911, as compared with 210 for 1910. The number 
of persons committed to penal imprisonment was 1,767, a decrease 
of 18 on the figure for 1910. 

56. The number of boys in the Government Industrial School 
rose from 134 at the close of 1910 to 140 on December 31st, 1911, 
with a daily average of 187. The boys are employed in agricul- 
turai or other manual labour for an average of six hours and in 
school for two and a half hours a day. 


57. The proceeds of the agricultural work of the school 
amounted to £1,832, the expenditure to £2,496, which makes 
the cost of the institution to the Colony £664, or £4 16s. 11d. 
per boy. 

58. The preparations for the establishment of. an industrial 
school for girls were continued and nearly completed during 
the year. 

59. The expenditure on poor relief, dispensed by the Boards 
of Guardians of the eleven parishes of the island, amounted 
during 1911 to £19,551, as compared with £20,092 in 1910. 


60. The following table shows the progress of the savings bank 
during the financial year ending March 31st, 1911:— 








| Bist March, | 31st March, 





—_ | 1912. | 1911. || Increase. 
> 
Depositors 4. este ee | 29,683 | 20,185 498 
\ £ £ £ 
Amount to credit of depositors 435,966 425,784 10,182 
Amount of invested funds (actual)... 463,090 450,551 12,539 
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61. As authorised by the legislature in 1910, the rate of 
interest was raised from 22 per cent. to 3 per cent. on Ist 
January, 1911. 

62. The following table shows the progress of friendly societies, 
established for the relief of members and their families in sick- 
ness, and the provision of funds for funeral expenses : — 


December 31, December 31, 


1911. 1910. 
Number of societies ... ee 280 268 
Number of members... w. 47,951 : 172.426 
Number of dependants .. 185,801 : 


In considering the numbers of members and dependants it 
must be remembered that persons may belong to more than one 
society. 

63. The steady increases shown under both savings bank and 
friendly societies are satisfactory evidence of the progress of 
thrift. 


POST OFFICE. 


64. The following table gives the comparison of external postal 
statistics for 1910 and 1911:— 








— 1911. 1910. Increase. | Decrease. 
Inwards. | 
Mails, Sage edo oes! |!) 215698 1,734 = 36 
Bags. sae eat ane 38.) 24078 £004 69 ea 
Letters, &c. 1... ss | 984,225 | 1,102,081 | — 117,796 
Parcels. us. seve | 16,404 15,028 1,376 ee 
Outwurds. 
Mailasc. Ma ae. ee! ||) Hj722 1,800 ae 78 
Bags... Se eee aes 2,752 2,826 _ 74 
Letters, &e. ... ae we | 918,330 983,976 _— 65,646 
Parcels... se ae ove 5,128 | 4,889 239 _ 

















65. The decreases for 1911 must be considered along with the 
extraordinary increases during the record year of 1910. Except 
for the one item, inward letters, none of the figures have fallen 
as far as the level of 1909. 

66. The number of internal letters, &c., and parcels dealt 
with in 1911 was estimated to be 781,884, as compared with an 
estimated 841,984 in 1910. 

67. The number of mails received in transit fell from 3,208 in 
1910 to 1,804 in 1911, the decrease being due to the removal in 
January, 1911, of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company’s 
intercolonial headquarters from Barbados to Trinidad. 

68. Remittances through the Post Office are shown by the 
following table: — 
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— 1911. | 1910. Increase. | Decrease. 
Issued. £ £ £ £ 
Money Orders... oe we | 14,333 16,738 _ 2,405 
British Postal Orders ... ne 5,606 5,128 478 —_ 
Paid. 
Money Orders... + | 83,090 | 93,362 — | were 
British Postal Orders ... 5,351 5,597 _ | 246 








69. The principal places of destination and origin of money 
orders have varied from the previous year as under :— 











Destination of Money Ordersissued.| 1911. 1910. | Increase. | Decrease. 
£ £ | £ £ 

Great Britain BA eek SH 56,960 *| 17,042: ae 1,292 

United States of America .., toe 3,797 4,307 _ 510 

Place of origin of Money Order 
paid. 
Panama, Canal Zone eee we | 51,010 62,281 — 11,271 
United States of America ... wee | 15,808 15,078 730 _- 














70. As a set off against the decrease in money orders paid, 
there has been a great increase in registered packages received 
from abroad, as is shown by the following table: — 





— | 1911. | 1910. Increase. 








Registered Letters received, excluding 32,935 30,029 2,906 
those in transit. 





The bulk of the increase is due to an increase of 2,692 regis- 
tered letters from the United States. It is known that American 
notes to a considerable sum come to the island in these letters. 

71. The comparison of revenue and expenditure for the two 
years is:— 











— | 1911. | 1910. | Increase. | Decrease. 
as s | ues 
| £ a ae £ 
Revenue eee we | 8,364 8,343 21 = 
Expenditure ... ose | 7,803 9,031 _ 1,228 





giving a net revenue of £561 for 1911, as compared with a 
deficit of £688 for 1910. 

The reduction of expenditure has been explained in paragraph 
12 above. 
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CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


72. The comparison with the previous year is:— 





a | 1911. | 1910. 








Increase. | Decrease. 
t 
{ 


7 
Summary convictions ... i 11,142 , 9,888 {| 1,254 


Conviction in Superior Courts... | 38 40) = 


2 





73. The percentage of convictions to an estimated population 
of 172,000 is 6°49. No comparison is possible with percentages 
for previous years as these were based on estimates of population 
shown by the census taken in 1911 to have been erroneous. 

74. The number of convictions for predial larceny, 526, is 
the lowest on record. 

75. The number of cane fires increased from 95 in 1910 to 108 
in 1911, a figure still below that of 1909, viz., 126. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


76. The population of the Colony on December 31st, 1911, was 
estimated to be: males 71,544, females 101,878, total 173,422. 
This shows an increase of 2,005 over the estimate for December 
31st, 1910. i 

77. The census of the Colony was taken on April 2nd, 1911, 
and the figures obtained are those shown in the Blue Book. The 
table given above takes into account the correction for births, 
burials, emigration, and immigration, and shows an estimated 
increase of 1,529 for the last nine months of the year. 

78. The comparison of births and deaths with those of the 
previous year is: — 




















_ | 1911, 1910. ° | Increase. | Decrease. 
Births ... tee ase ase sea 6,106 6,381 _ 275 
Birth rate per 1,000... BS tee 35-2 37-2 — 20 
Burials BS ee toe a 4,561 | 4,383 178 —_ 
Death rate per 1,000... ae Ke 26°3 25°5 0°8 = 
Marriages ee a re asc 812 889 — 68 
Marriage rate per 1,000 | 93 103 _ 1:0 








79. Illegitimate births numbered 3,546, or 58 per cent. of the 
total births. 

80. The burials of children under a year old numbered 1,605, 
giving a rate of 263 per 1,000 births. The relation of infantile 
mortality to illegitimacy cannot be ascertained from the returns 
at present authorised by law; but steps for the reduction of the 
rate of infantile mortality are engaging the serious attention 
of the Government and the parochial authorities. 


24 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


METEOROLOGY. 


81. The barometric pressure at-the Government Meteorological 
Station on the average for 1911, corrected for temperature and 
reduced to sea level, was at 9 a.m. 29°900 inches, and at 3 p.m. 
29-839 inches. The highest recorded during the year was 30°010 
inches on July 5th, and the lowest 29°734 inches on December 9th. 
For the ten years 1902-11 inclusive, the average barometric 
pressure under the same conditions was at 9 a.m. 29°954 inches, 
and at 3 p.m. 29890 inches. The highest average pressure for 
that period at 9 a.m. was 30°013 inches, and the lowest at 3 p.m. 
29°820 inches. 

82. The average maximum temperature for the year 1911 was 
83:89 F., and the average minimum 75°39 F. The highest tem- 
perature for the year was 891° T'., registered on August 10th, 
and the lowest temperature was 61:0° I’., on February 20th. The 
mean average temperature for the year was 79°5° F., the average 
range 194° F., the maximum range 22°99 F., and the minimum 
range 155° F'. For the ten years 1902-11 the average maximum 
temperature was 84:2°F"., and the average minimum 756° F. 
The maximum extreme during the ten years was 87:19 F., and 
the minimum extreme 68'2° I*. The mean average temperature 
for the ten years was 79°9° F., and the average range 19:0° F. 

83. The average velocity of the wind during 1911 was 11:1 
miles per hour, the maximum being 22'9 miles per hour on June 
19th, and the minimum 2:1 miles per hour on January 12th. 
The average velocity for the ten years ended 1911 was 11:0 miles 
per hour. 

84. The rainfall registered at the Government Meteorological 
Station amounted to 49°71 inches. This fell on 164 days, the 
greatest fall being 3°18 inches on February 6th, and the lowest 
‘01 on June 15th, July 5th, August 4th, October 16th, and 
December 3rd and 27th. 

The average rainfall for the island for the year from 154 
stations was 59°28 inches, as compared with 60°34 inches, from 
163 stations, for the previous year, and with 61°82 inches, from an 
average of 118 stations, for the 65 years ended 1911. 

85. A series of exhibits of the chief products of the island, 
with explanatory leaflets, was forwarded by the Permanent 
Exhibition Committee to the Toronto Fair of August, 1911. In 
a booklet entitled ‘‘ The West Indies in Canada,’’ issued by the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture for the West Indies and 
sent to the Fair for free distribution, was incorporated an article 
giving information, historical, agricultural, and_general, as to 
the island. The Colony is indebted to Mr. C. 8. Pickford, of 
the firm of Messrs. Pickford & Black, for his services in arranging 
the Barbados exhibits and in affording information to enquirers. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


86. Labourers under contract left for the Panama Canal to 
the number of 1,006 during 1911. : There are no statistics to 
show the number of those who went independently. Barbadians 
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who returned from Panama numbered 1,559, as compared with 
2,048 in 1910. 

87. The following table shows the money brought to the island 
from the Canal Zone: — 








{ 
—_ | 1911. | 1910. | Decrease. 
i i = 
£ £ £ 
By Money Orders... re o28 51,010 62,281 | 11,271 
Declared by returning Barbadians ... 14,032 20,604 | 6,572 





88. The island was free from any outbreak of quarantinable 
disease during the year. 

89. The Central Sugar Factories Act has not resulted so far 
in the establishment of any co-operative factory, owing to the fact 
that no group of estate owners has come forward to take advantage 
of its provisions. 

90. As stated in paragraph 3, the revenue for the financial 
year 1911-12 shows an increase of £8,608 over that for the 
previous year, although that was itself a record. This is a 
striking fact in view of the figures in paragraph 21, which show 
that the export of sugar products, the staple industry of the 
island, fell in value by £70,068. This fall, however, is far from 
balancing the increase by £208,800 in the export of sugar pro- 
ducts in 1910. 

91. The great and rapidly growing excess of imports over 
exports proves that satisfactory returns from the staple industry 
and the minor industries of the Colony do not account in full 
for the steadily growing prosperity of the island. For the 
complete explanation of this, and of the excess of imports over 
exports, we must take into account the money brought into the 
island from abroad. 

92. This falls under the. following heads :— 

(a) As seen by paragraph 86, each labourer who returned 
from Panama brought with him some £9. Under 
this head must also be considered the £51,010 remitted 
thence. 

Although this is an obvious immediate financial 
gain to the Colony, thoughtful men are doubtful 
whether the process will be of future or lasting benefit, 
for the returned Panama labourer is not to be depended 
on for labour in Barbados. The higher wage of the 
Canal Zone makes him dissatisfied with such wage as 
the sugar industry can afford; and his Panama savings 
tend to encourage him to a life of idleness while they 
last, and unfit him afterwards for the work that would 
otherwise be expected of him and which the island 
needs from him. 

(b) Paragraphs 69 and 70 show that £15,808 was remitted 
in money orders from the United States in addition to 
a considerable amount in notes by registered letter. 
Some of this must be credited to business transactions, 
but a large proportion is undoubtedly due to remit- 

23158 c 
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tances from Barbadian emigrants. The Honourable 
Auditor-General has estimated that an average of 
£16,000 a year is received in the Colony from 
emigrants to other West Indian Islands, Canada, and 
the United States. In view of the above figure for 
the United States alone, his estimate cannot be con- 
sidered excessive. 

{c) Payments to the amount of some £12,000 a year are 
made in Barbados on account of the Imperial Treasury 
and Colonial Governments. 

(d) The Honourable Auditor-General estimates that the 
shipping spends an average of £30 per vessel on ship- 
chandlery and provisions, This gives £48,170 as 
brought into the island by the 1,439 vessels entered 
for 1911. 

(e) Money brought into the island by visitors. 

93. This last head is undoubtedly by far the most profitable 
of all the above causes for excess of imports and for the rising 
revenue, due largely, as is shown by the increase of £4,620 in 
import duties, to increasing imports. The Honourable E. T. 
Grannum, C.M.G., Auditor-General, who, at the request of His 
Excellency the Governor, has examined in detail the revenue 
of the Colony for the fifteen years 1896-1910, suggests that for the 
five years 1906-10, out of an average excess of imports over exports 
of £318,356, the otherwise unexplained average of £170,000 may 
be credited to visitors. As the excess of imports for 1911 exceeded 
the above average by £215,423 it would’seem a legitimate infer- 
ence, as there has been no very appreciable increase in the other 
causes assigned, that the amount of money brought by visitors 
has proportionately increased for the year under report. This, 
however, is impossible of definite assertion in view of the fact 
that the first and second class passengers to the island have 
decreased by 964. 

94. The visitors may be divided into three categories : — 

(a) Those brought by tourist ships, who stay only for a day 
but spend money freely ashore. 

(b) Tourists from Europe and North America, who stay at 
the principal hotels or rent houses during the winter 
months. 

(c) Visitors from South America, particularly Brazil, who 
rent houses near the sea during their stay, which, 
owing to the island’s well deserved reputation as a 
health resort, is generally of considerable duration. 
For the special accommodation of this class Brazilian 
hotels are now being established. 


95. The increase in the first of the above categories is shown 
by the following table:— 








7 7 7 

— i 1911. =; 1910. |“ Increase. 
i 
| 
wed 


Number of tourist ships oe 2 5 
Number of tourists ... Oe at 2,164 644 1,520 
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When the purchase of provisions and stores for the ship is 
added to the money spent by the passengers the value of this 
source of wealth will be easily realised. 

96. There are no statistics available to differentiate between 
the other two classes of visitors, but the following table shows the 
number of passengers arriving in the island, exclusive of those 


in transit :— 








| i 
— j 1911. | 1910. | Increase. | Decrease. 
First and Second Class... one 4,527 | 5,491 _ ‘ 964 
Steerage and Deck ee se 12,998 | 12,441 | 557 | — 


i | 





97. An association of the leading gentlemen, official and non- 
official, was started towards the end of 1911 under the name of 
“‘The Barbados Improvement Association,’’ one of the objects 
of which is to increase the attractiveness of the island to visitors. 

98. And the Government, by advertisement through the kind 
offices of the West India Committee, by the publication of a 
Barbados handbook, and by careful consideration of steps for 
the attraction of visitors, is endeavouring to increase this addition 
to the wealth of the community and enlarge this valuable source 
of revenue. 


J. A. Burpon, 


Colonial Secretarv 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Barbados, 
ith December, 1912. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have ‘been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— : 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &c. Year, 
720 Falklond Islands vases wees 
721 Seychelles ... oe oe ove ae ros see 4 
722 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast... tse ee a 


723 Hong Kong... on ae 
724 Sierra Leone ads 
725 Gold Coast ... nae 
726 Turks and Caicos Island: 
19T.. ERiibise Ose ee ake 
728 Bechuanaland Protectorate ate a an os 
729 ~~ Basutoland ... ae see Bi ar oot ses ” 
730  Oolonial Survey Committee or one ee ses 3 
731 Malta aes a sie. an tes an a 7 
732 Nyasaland ... ooo Bee kes aoe es Tae iS 
733 British Honduras ... or ra ab ay as 1911 
734 Gilbert and Ellice Islands... oe os aes aT 1910 
735 Southern Nigeria ... ass ae ses be dee 1911 








736 Somaliland ... ary 1911-1912 
737 Imperial Institute ... 1911 
738 Northern Nigeria ... < 

739 Jamaica oe 1911-1912 





740 Swaziland 
1 Bahamas ane ‘see ese ees we eee 8 
742 Grenada a ove oa tee Ree ae as 1911 

743° Uganda... wee ces ie AG as ee 1911-1912 


” 


744 Mauritius... os nee eee oe ay oD 1911 

745 Trinidad and Tobago oe A ove ahs ve 1911-1912 

146 British Guiana... ase ate oes Rae ons 4 

TAT St. Vincent ... aa Ae ats, ce ae oan % 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &c. Subject. 


72 Fiji... oes one we «+ Hurricane, 1910. 
73 Jamaica... ase one Cayman Islands. 





4 Ceylon one oe eo 20 Mineral Survey, 1906-7, and 
1907-8. 

15 West Indies oie es +» Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 


76 Southern Nigeria ... eas ++ Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 

7 St. Vincent ... oe wee +» Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 

7 Weihaiwei_... wes te +. Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria ... Nie +. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland ae +. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria ... . «+» Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute ... ons +. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria ... one +» Mineral Survey, 1910. inva 

84 West Indies... *.. eee +. Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, &c. 








carne 
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No. 749. 


LEEWARD ISLANDS. 


(For Report for 1910-11, see No. 711.) 





Tue Governor To THE SecrETARY oF STATE. 


Government House, 
Antigua, 
2nd January, 1918. 

Sir, 

I wave the honour to transmit herewith the report on the 
Blue Book for the financial year 1911-12, which was drawn up by 
the late Colonial Secretary, Mr. H. E. Grant, C.M.G., just before 
his departure for the Tonga Islands. 

2. The report discloses a steady and very satisfactory degree 
of improvement in almost every direction. The recent renaissance 
of prosperity in these old Colonies is very clearly indicated by the 
figures shown in the financial returns. 

8. In the space of five years the value of the trade of the 
Leeward Islands has risen from £1,016,000 to £1,235,000, while, 
without any increase of taxation, the public revenue has risen 
from about £152,000 to more than £174,000. Five years ago 
the surplus assets of the five Presidencies only amounted to 
£38,485, whereas they now show a total of more than £70,000. 

4. The debt of the Colony has been steadily reduced, and, after 
deduction of the sinking fund, now stands at £186,464, a sum 
which represents little more than a single year’s revenue. The 
public indebtedness of the inhabitants of these islands amounts to 
only £1 9s. 8d. per head, a proportion which, I believe, is the 
lowest in all the West Indian Colonies. 

5. The steady improvement in the economic condition of these 
islands may, I think, be mainly ascribed to the erection of central 
sugar factories in Antigua, to the establishment of a cotton in- 
dustry in St. Kitts and Nevis, to the encouragement of peasant 
proprietors in Montserrat, and to the attraction of British capital 
to Dominica in connection with the planting of limes, cocoa, and 
fruit. 

6. The clearest proof of the increasing value of property in these 
islands lies in the fact that plantations in good condition now 


(28294—2.) We, 35104688, 1125 & 90, 2/18, D&S, A2 
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rarely come into the market, and that the sale of abandoned sugar 
estates for comparatively trifling sums is a thing of the past. It 
is, however, still possible to purchase land at reasonable rates in 
Antigua, Nevis, and Montserrat, which are eminently suited for 
the cultivation of sugar, cotton, and coconuts, while in Dominica 
vast areas of Crown land of great fertility are offered by the 
Government at the rate of 10s. per acre. The suitability of 
Dominica for limes, rubber, cocoa, fruit, and other valuable 
tropical products has been amply proved, and many new and 
flourishing plantations have recently been established in that 
island. 

7. The prospect of a closer connection with Canada, through 
the Preferential Trade Agreement which is now being concluded, 
is already showing a marked influence on commerce and enterprise, 
but it is the universal opinion that a direct service of wp-to-date 
steamships calling at all the principal islands is indispensable to the 
success of the scheme. 

8. The Leeward Islands Colony has been mercifully spared, 
for many years, from hurricanes, earthquakes, or other great 
disasters. The fear of such catastrophes, however, need deter no 
one from investing capital in these islands, for, not only are 
such disasters comparatively rare, but arrangements now exist 
by which property can be insured against loss of all kinds at 
moderate rates. 


T have, &c., 


H. Hesxern Bett, 


Governor. 
The Right Honourable 


The Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


LEEWARD ISLANDS, 1911-12. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE LEEWARD 
ISLANDS FOR THE YEAR 1911-1912. 


Agricultura 


ing to £1,777 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


_ L. The aggregate revenue of the various Presidencies compris- 
ing the Colony of the Leeward Islands during the financial year 
ended the 31st March, 1912 (exclusive of grants in aid of the 


Department from the Imperial Government, amount- 
310s.) was £174,818, showing an increase of £10,443 


in comparison with the revenue for the year 1910-11. 


2. The fo 


lowing table shows the amount of revenue collected 


in each Presidency (exclusive of Imperial grants in aid of the 
Agricultural Department) during the last five years, as also the 
increase or decrease as compared with 1910-11 :— : 





In- De- 
crease | crease 








Presidency. | 1907-8.) 1908-9. | 1909-10, 1910-11.) 1911-12.) 1911-12 /1911-12 
| | over under 
'1910-11.| 1910-11. 
| | 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Antigua... | 50,620) 51,502.) 48,583 | 52,326 | 52,292 _ 34 
St. Kitts-Nevis | 49,336) 47,133 | 47,343 | 52,748 | 58,002 5,254 _- 
Dominica ... | 38,999} 40,500 | 38,937 | 41,473 | 43,719 2,246 - 
Montserrat... | 10,232} 10,950 | 10,612 | 12,262 | 12,945 683 _ 
Virgin Islands) 3,421) 4,248} 4,195) 5,566 | 7,860] 2,294 _ 
Total ... |152,608 | 154,333 | 149,670 | 164,375 | 174,818 | 10,477 34 


























3. The Imperial grants in aid of the Agricultural Department 
were as follows: — 


Antigua ee 
St. Kitts-Nevis 
Dominica 
Montserrat 


Virgin 


Islands 


Total 


£ 
468 
380 
3385 
250 
340 





. £1,773 





4. The following is a return showing the number of licenses 
issued in the Leeward Islands in 1911 for the sale of intoxicating 
liquors, and the revenue derived therefrom :— 


No. of 

Presidency. Licenses. 
Antigua ... a 21 
St. Kitts-Nevis ... 49 
Dominica 109 
Montserrat ae 45 
Virgin Islands ... 14 


Revenue. 
£ 
781 
1,707 
1,064 
210 
382 


6 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


5. The aggregate expenditure for the year 1911-12 (exclusive 
of that in respect of the Agricultural Department from Imperial 
grants in aid) was £158,925, as against £159,263 for the year 
1910-11, showing a decrease of £338. 

6. The expenditure of each Presidency during the last five years 
is shown on the following table, as is also the increase or decrease 
as compared with 1910-11 :— 





In- De- 
crease | crease 


Presidency. |1907-8.| 1908-9. | 1909-10.} 1910-11.| 1911-12, 1911-12} 1911-12 
over | under 


1910-11} 1910-11. 





£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Antigua... | 46,968| 49,9644] 49,204t] 53,495 | 53,652 7; — 
St.Kitts-Nevis| 46,121| 45,722 | 47,932'| 491872 | 50,737 865 |  — 
Dominica ... | 30,620| 36,541 | 41,276 | 391050} 38399) — 651 
Montserrat... | 8,016] 9,296 | 7,807] 11,366 | 10030) — 1,336 
Virgin Islands | *3,823| 4,693} 3,687 | 5,480 | 6,107 627 | — 


Total ... {135,548 | 146,216 | 149,906 | 159,263 | 158,925 | 1,649 | 1,987 





























* Included £1,772 expended on the cotton industry. 
+ Included £1,542 repayment of: loans. 

t Included £500 repayment of loans. 

§ Included £500 repayment of loans. 


7. The expenditure from Imperial funds on the Agricultural 
Department was as follows :— 


£ 

Antigua ef sed as ae he: a 509 
St. Kitts-Nevis he ees ei we ae 396 
Dominica... Bas aie on ae fe 392 
Montserrat ... rae ane es on ane 262 
Virgin Islands Pa oe me eee see 339 
Total vey noe oo ih w. £1,948 





8. The surplus of assets over liabilities on the 31st March, 1912, 
amounted to £70,740, which was made up as follows :— 
£ 
Antigua ... 6,582 (exclusive of a floating liability of 
£1,000 due to the Imperial Trea- 
sury for excess of grants made in 


1907). 
St. Kitts-Nevis 26,633 
Dominica .. 23,104 
Montserrat .. 18,469 


Virgin Islands 1,952 

9. The assets and liabilities of the Colony on the 31st March, 
1912, as compared with the assets and liabilities on the 81st March, 
1911, are shown below: — 
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1910-11. 1911-12. 

£ po 

Assets SN aeROP sake *166:288 80,521 
Liabilities ... 2. 0. 11,388 9,782 
Surplus of Assets... £54,845 £70,739 


The surplus of assets for the Island of Barbuda amounted to 

10. The public debt of the Colony, secured on the general 
revenues of the Presidencies, amounts to £267,050. During the 
year it was reduced by £6,200, repayment by Antigua on account 
of the St. John’s Savings Bank Loan, and the Water Works 
Loan. 

11. The following table shows the amount of the loans raised 
and the sums standing to the credit of the Sinking Funds at the 
31st March, 1912:— 


Total amount of Amount to credit 








Presidency. loans raised. of Sinking Fund. 
£ £ 
Antigua . Wee 123,700 40,123 
St. Kitts- Nevis . ie 67,250 18,516 
Dominica nay wes 65,000 19,182 
Montserrat —... ae 11,100 2,815 
Total ... ... £267,050 £80,586 
MonictpPatitizs. 


12. The Government of the City of Saint John, Antigua, is 
vested in five Commissioners, under the control of the Governor 
in Executive Council. Two of the Commissioners must be persons 
not holding any office of emolument under Crown. 

There is also a Town Committee in Basseterre, St. Kitts, and a 
Town Board in Roseau, Dominica. 





II.—_TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


13. The total value of imports for the Colony of the Leeward 
Islands for the year 1911, exclusive of internal trade between 
the Presidencies, amounted to £688,689, as against £531,713 in 
1910, being an increase of £156,976. 

14. The total value of the exports, exclusive of internal trade, 
was £546,469, as against £537,832 in 1910, showing an increase 
of £8, 637, 

15. The following tables exhibit the value of the imports and 
exports during the last five years, exclusive of internal trade: — 
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Imports. 
. St. Kitts- ae Mont- | Virgin 
Year. Antigua. Nevis. Dominica, sarrat:-| Istanda, Total. 
£ £ £ | &£ £ £ 
1907... | 164,587 , 178,556 | 125,643 | 24.195] 7,009 | 499,990 
1908... we 175,587 184,002 150,651 | 28,195 8,315 546,750 
1909... ae] 139,496 171,939 | 124,685 , 27,524 7,382 | - 471,026 
1910... ...; 170,033) 192,541 | 140.995 | 29718] 8496) 541,713 
1911... ee} 181,331 302,865 161,101 | 34,166 9,226 688,689 
Total ... | 831,034 | 1,029,903 | 703,005 | 143,798 | 40,428 | 2,748,168 
Exports. 
Year, Antigua. sts Dominica. vont: Bibi Total. 
I | i i 
£ fo ee Be | oe £ 
1907... ..! 172,410} 185,727 | 122,697 | 30,076 | 5,951 | 516,861 
1908... ...| 179,106 | 180,539 | 109'393 } 41,434] 6,995 | 517,487 
1909... 114,122 | 172;659 | 100,018 | 26,550 | 7,451 | 420,800 
1910... 196,184 | 195,506 | 1091529 | 30,003 | 6,610 | 537,832 
1911... av 161,064 203,166 122,365 | 51,198 | 8,676 546,469 
I. 
Total ...| 822,886 | 937,597 | 564,002 |179,261 | 35,683 | 2,539,429 
Imports and Exports. 
Year. Antigua. Bh ie ~ | Dominica. Mone prin Total. 
£ | £ £ £ £ £ 
1907 aie 336,997 364,283 248,340 | 54,271 | 12,960 | 1,016,851 
1908 ve 354,693 364,541 260,044 | 69,629 | 15,310 | 1,064,217 
1909 ae 253,618 344,598 224,703 | 54,074 | 14,833 891,826 
1910 ae 366,217 388,047 250,454 | 59,721 | 15,106 | 1,079,545 
1911 ws. | 342,395 | 506,031 | 283,466 | 85,364 | 17,902 | 1,235,158 
Total ....| 1,653,920 | 1,967,500 | 1,267,007 | 323,059 | 76,111 | 5,287,597 
Imports. 
16. The following table exhibits the value of the imports for 





each of the last five years, distinguishing the countries whence 
the imports came, and showing the increase or decrease in 1911 as 
compared with 1910:— 
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. in De- 
crease crease 
Country whence | yo97, | 1908, | 1909, | 1910. | 1911. | 1911 | 1911 





imported. over | under 
1910, 1910, 
& & & & & & | & 
United Kingdom... | 231,018 | 225,773 | 183,426 | 229,193 | 334,945 ¥ 105,752 _ 
British Colonies ... | 74,844 | 99,976 | 81,608 | 102,733 | 122,330 | 19,592 | — 


United States of | 177,282 | 201,350 | 190,107 | 191,148 | 208,253+| 17,105 
America. 
Other Foreign | 16,846 | 19,651 | 15,885 | 18,634 | 23,161 4,527 > 
Countries. 





Total... ... | 499,990 | 546,750 | 471,026 |541,713 | 688,489 | 146,976 
| | 























Exports. 


17. The value of the exports during each of the last five years, 
distinguishing the countries to which the exports were sent, and 
showing the increase or decrease in 1911, as compared with 1910, 
is shown in the following tables: — 





Countries to which | 997. | igs, | 1909. | 1gio. | 191i. | 1911 | 1911 














Exported. over under 
1910. 1910. 
£& & & & & & & 
United Kingdom... | 214,857 | 159,161 | 147,318 | 188,984 | 217,696. 28,712 _— 
British Colonies ... | 236,670 | 261,529 | 202,086 | 271,020 | 239,649 _ 31,371 
United States of | 45,700 | 72,245 | 38,287 | 43,462 | 69,974, 26,512 _ 
America. 
Other Foreign | 29,634 | 24,532 | 33,109 | 34,366 | 19,150 _- 15,216 
Countries. 
Total... «+ | 526,861 | 517,467 | 420,800 | 537,832 | 546,469 | 55,224 | 46,587 




















18. The value of the trade between the Presidencies for the 
years 1907 to 1911 was as under: — 


Year. Value. 
£ 
TO0R as a ae ne oe 17,434 
1908... ny on cas aot 20,843 
1909... ae a ao Be 35,295 
1910: . 0 sa oes et wee 45,636 
1911... aS as AY ae 45,010 
Sugar. 


19. The quantity of sugar exported from each Presidency during 
the years 1907 to 1911 is shown below : — 
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Presidency. | 1907. 1908. 1909. | 1910. 1911. 
i i | 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Antigua... | :18,972 | 12,501 8,619 | 13,488 | 11,025 
St. Kitts-Nevis see 14,132 10,986 11,621 12,330 11,130 

Dominica... 107 24 _— _ _ 
Montserrat... us 207 60 38 190 73 

Virgin Islands eee 1 1 — _ _ 
Total ov | 28,419 23,572 20,278 | 26,008 | 22,2284 

i 





Cotton. 


20. The following is a return of cotton exported from the Presi- 
dencies of Antigua (including Barbuda), St. Kitts-Nevis (including 
Anguilla), Montserrat, and the Virgin Islands, during the years 
1907-11, and to the 31st March, 1912:— 


1907. 1908. 1909. 








Presidency. 
Quantity.) Value. | Quantity.; Value. |Quantity.| Value. 





Lbs. £ Lbs. £ Lbs. | £ 
Antigua... _... | 191,220 | 17,479 | 178,100 | 12,988 | 59,560! 3,248 
St. Kitts-Nevis... | 464,445 | 39,067 | 459,309 | 33,002 | 404,058 | 23,970 
Montserrat .,. | 219,280 | 17,620 | 391,068 | 28,371 | 202,542 , 11,882 














Virgin Islands ... | 10,033] ‘544 | 82,520) 1,992 52,508 | 21531 
Total ... | 884,978 | 74,710 | 1,060,997 | 76,348 | 718,688 | 41,631 
| 
1910. 1911. {To31st March,1912. 
Presidency. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.) Value. Quant Value, 








Lbs. £ Lbs. £ Lbs. £ 

Antigua... ws | 59,584 | 4,403 96,992 | 6,795 | 47,726 | 2,983 
St. Kitts-Nevis... | 392,039 | 29,403 782,993 | 55,013 | 260,646 | 16,833 
Montserrat +. | 209,308 | 15,698 544,607 | 38,693 | 107,053 6,794 
Virgin Islands ... | 27,589] 1,713] 50,423] 3,389] 29464] 1/404 





Total. | 688,520 | 61,217 | 1,475,016 | 103,890 437,889 | 28,014 




















Manvracturss, Mines, anv Fisueries. 


21. Sugar is the principal manufacture in the Presidencies of 
Antigua and St. Kitts-Nevis. In St. Kitts the distilling of rum 
is of some importance. 

The staple in Dominica and Montserrat is lime juice. The 
production of citrate of lime in those islands is being developed. 
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There is a sulphur mine at Soufriére, in Dominica, but it is 
not worked at present. Phosphate of lime is found in Barbuda, 
and phosphate of alumina in Redonda. 

22. There is no recognised fishing industry in the Colony. Fish 
are caught for local consumption only, except in the Virgin 
Islands, whence large quantities are exported to the neighbouring 
Danish Island of St. Thomas. 

The principal fish caught are kingfish, barracouta, margate, 
snapper, and cavally. Lobsters are also plentiful. 

Sea fishing with rod and reel, as a pastime, has been introduced 
with considerable success, especially in the waters of Antigua. 
A spoon-bait is most generally used. Many tarpon have been 
taken by rod and reel off Barbuda. 


AgricutturaL InpustRigs DuRING 1911.* 


23. Sugar.—The Sugar crop of Antigua for the year 1911 
amounted to 11,079 tons, of which 6,414 tons were grey crystals 
and 4,665 tons muscavado. 

That of St. Kitts during the same period was 11,456 tons, of 
which 199 tons were crystals and 11,257 tons muscovado. 

In Antigua the season was one of exceptional dryness, and to 
this the relative smallness of the return must be attributed. 

Considerable difficulty was experienced in reaping the crop in 
some instances, owing to shortness of water supply. Peasant canes 
were purchased by the two central factories to the amount of 
3,212 tons in the case of Gunthorpes, and 4,102 tons in the case 
of Bendals Factory. 

The contract under which the grant in aid of the construction 
of Bendals Factory was made by the Imperial Government was 
fulfilled during the year, the total amount of peasant’s cane re- 
quired having been purchased, in accordance with the terms of the 
original agreement. 

The operations of Gunthorpe’s Factory were extended so as to 
include a number of additional estates during the year, the 
capacity of the factory having been considerably enlarged during 
the previous year. 

In St. Kitts weather conditions were more favourable, and a 
fair return was experienced. 

24. The year 1911 was remarkable for the erection of a central 
factory in the Basseterre Valley. The undertaking was pro- 
moted by Messrs. Henckell Du Buisson and Company, who were 
responsible for the inauguration of Gunthorpe’s Factory, Antigua. 
The cane supply is at present derived from estates in the Basseterre 
Valley and on the Leeward Coast. Further extensions to include 
estates on the Windward Coast are in process of being carried out. 
The factory was opened on February 20th. 

25. Cotton.—A fairly successful year has been recorded in the 
cotton industry, though the yields per acre were on the whole 
smaller than in 1909-16 and 1910-11. 





* By H. A. Tempany, Esq., B.Sc. F.LC., F.C.S., Superintendent of Agri- 
pany, Esq., g 
culture, Leeward Islands. 
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The exports of cotton from each Presidency in 1909-10 and 
1910-11 are given below : — 


1909-10. 1910-11. 
Ibs. Ibs. 

Antigua and Barbuda oa 59,960 96,992 
St. Kitts ... : Ag 231,150 829,322 
Nevis ee ann wes 129,963 343,395 
Anguilla a Sad s 48,400 148,595 
Montserrat... Re ie 202,542 402,666 
Virgin Islands oh we 23,1389 50,337 





690,154 1,371,807 





The figures for 1911-12 have not yet been completed. 

26. Limes.—In Montserrat, lime plantations suffered somewhat 
severely from scale insect attacks and other plant diseases during 
the year. The total exports of lime products during 1911 was 

valued at £41,665. They included citrate of lime, concentrated 
and raw lime juice, essential oils, and green limes. 

In Antigua interest in lime cultivation continues to increase, 
and considerable areas were planted under the crop during the 
year. The extensions are mainly confined to the southern end 
of the Island. The exports of lime products during 1911 were 
valued at £1,440. 

There is a small but increasing area under young limes in 
Nevis, while efforts are being made to foster a peasant lime 
growing industry in Tortola. 

27. Coconuts.—There are about 200 acres planted in coconuts 
in Nevis, and the area is increasing; the trees vary in age from 
1 to 43 years. Interest in this crop is also increasing in Antigua, 
and the area under the crop is extending yearly. At the present 
time there are about 200 acres planted in coconuts in the southern 
portion of the Island. 


Lanp Grants anpD GENERAL VALUE oF Lan. 


28. The value of land in the Colony varies in accordance with 
its suitability for the cultivation of sugar-cane or other products. 
In Dominica Crown lands can be purchased at 10s. an acre. 
In Antigua and St. Kitts the value of good cane-growing land 
varies from £4 to £8 an acre. 

In Antigua there are over 2,000 acres of land at Piccadilly, 
Red Hill, and the Ridge, on which there is much valuable timber. 
In the event of the erection of a sugar factory in that district 
favourable sections of these lands will doubtless be taken up for 
the cultivation of sugar-cane. 


Surprine. 


29. Comparing the figures with those for the year 1910, there 
was an increase of 36,753 tons in steam vessels and an increase 
of 4,819 tons in sailing vessels entered and cleared at the various 
ports of the Colony during the year 1911. 
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The following table shows the total tonnage of vessels entered 
and cleared in each Presidency during each of the last five years, 
including both steam and sailing vessels, and the increase or 
decrease in 1911 as compared with 1910 :— 





Increase|Decrease 








a m 1911 1911 
Presidency. 1907. 1908. 1909, 1910, 1911, ever under 
1910. | 1910. 

i i 

Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons, | Tons. | Tons. 

Antigua 567,678 722,862 644,705 679,048 | 34,343 _ 

St. Kitts Nevis 620,435 638.961 625,636 685,852 | 60,216 _ 
Dominica ee 508,631 746,640 694,985 | 642,809 | — | 52,176 
Montserrat |... | 509:778 | 384,472 380,226 |. 859,554 | — 672 
Virgin Tslands| 13,796 | 14,422 12770 | 13631, — | 189 











52,987 


=, 
= 
a 
3 


Total 




















2,507,357 | 2,326,146 | 2,888,322 | 2,379,804 | 





III.—LEGISLATION. 


30. Twelve Federal Acts and thirty Presidential Ordinances 
were passed during the year 1911, none of which call for any 
special remark. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


31. The number of children on the registers of the Government 
and grant-aided schools in the Colony during the year 1911-12 
was 24,243, as against 24,573 in the year 1910-11. The average 
daily attendance was 11,785, as against 12,082 for the previous 
year. 

The following table exhibits the number of children on the 
registers and the average attendance in the elementary schools 
of the several Presidencies or islands of the Colony, together with 
the percentage of those registered in the whole Colony who were 
in average attendance, during the last five years : — 





On Registers. 





Presidency or Island. 7 
1907-8. | 1908-9. | 1909-10.| 1910-11.] 1911-12. 





Antigua ... ... | 6682] 6,747] 6,677] 6,549! 6,561 
St. Kitts with Anguilla MI] 6421] 6235} 6,355 | 6044 | 5,674 
Nevis... "| 2\679 | 21656 | 2399 | 2/987 | 3/094 
Dominica eee oo aes 4,505 4,189 4,438 | 4,816 5,163 
Montserrat see ve NS 3,158 3,000 3,190 3,239 3,163 
Virgin Islands ... ares aoe 654 854 915 938 588 














Total... an w- | 23,929 | 23,681 | 24,474 | 24,573 | 24,243 
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Average Attendance. 





Presidency or Island. i 
1907-8. | 1908-9. | 1909-10, 1910-11, 1911-12. 











Antigua 4. as | 3,027} 3,040} 3,429 | 3,337] 3,835 
St. Kitts with Anguilla ss | 2,637 | 2,704 | 2,728 | 2,692 | 2,478 
Nevis... ay we | 1,276 | 1,389 1,356 | 1,519} 1,445 
Dominica <0 oe 1,981 1,763 2,014 2,357 2,502 
Montserrat ‘Soe aes 1,474 1,452 1,596 1,693 1,718 
Virgin Islands ... see is 302 350 471 484 307 

Total .. ws» | 10,697 | 10,698 | 11,587 | 12,082 | 11,785 





Per cent. for whole Colony ...| 446 | 45-1 473 49-1 48°6 




















32. The following table gives the percentage of children on the 
rolls in average attendance during the year 1911-12, as compared 
with the average attendance in 1910-11: — 


Percentage in 
Average Attendance. 


Presidency or Island. 1910-11. 1911-12. 
Colony .. A Sed 491 as 48'6 
AGbsas ue 50°6 ide 508 | 
St. Kitts with neers 44°5 fe 43°6 
Nevis... aes 50'8 ae 46:7 
Dominica a hia 48°9 beh 48°4 
Montserrat... ee 52°2 wee 54°3 
Virgin Islands Re 516 ag 52°2 


83. The cost of elementary education was derived from the 
sources shown below :— 




















Government Voluntar 
Schoo] fees: Grant. Contribution. 
£ £ £ 
Antigua 30 1,494 192 
St. Kitts with Anguilia _ 1,463 136 
Nevis ... cos 729 121 
Dominica one see _ 2,328 — 
Montserrat... oe _ 667 82 
Virgin Islands 18 198 - 52 
Total see wee 48 6,879 . 583 





34. The following list of the. suspniteke schools of the Colony 
shows the amount granted in 1911-12 from local funds in aid of 
such schools ;— 
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£ 
Antigua Grammar School(*) ae a +» 400 
Antigua Girls’ High School(?) 125 


Thomas Oliver Robinson Memorial School, Antigua 25 


St. Kitts Grammar School(*) ae eo ve 703 
Miss Wattley’s School, St. Kitts(+) me ion ALG 


Miss Bridgewater’s School, Nevis(*) bei we 14 
Dominica Grammar School(*) z 


35. The sum of £150 was granted from Federal funds in aid 
of the Moravian Training College for Females, Antigua, and the 
sum of £60 was provided for the training of six male students at 
the Mico College, Jamaica, three of whom are selected annually 
after open competition at the pupil teachers’ examination. 

The following grants-in-aid were contributed from Imperial 
funds :— 


£ 

Antigua Grammar School— 
Scholarships... ay 1h ea oe 70 

St. Kitts Grammar School— 
Scholarships... oS pee 90 

Dominica Agricultural School— 

Salaries and wages... mie ae se 24 
General maintenance ao ss ote we 275 
Total on ae ma oa vo £459 


Sr. Jonn’s Trarina Scxoon. 


36. There is one industrial school in the Colony, viz., the St. 
John’s Training School in Antigua, established under the pro- 
visions of Leeward Islands Act, No. 4, of 1891, for the reforma- 
tion, education, and training of persons under 18 years of age. 
The number of boys in the school on the Ist April, 1911, was 538. 

The daily average for the year of the boys admitted from the 
several Presidencies compared with the previous year was as 
follows :— 


1910-11. 1911-12. 


Antigua ... ee ae 275 30°2 
St. Kitts-Nevis ... des 145 14:3 
Dominica ... a By 70 60 
Montserrat ay, sas 10 27 
Virgin Islands 10 10 


Total ed Be 10 54: 





g Includes £50 for scholarships of £10 each. 
” rr », 5 ” 
@) «4, £150 ,, agricultural and science master who is also attached to 
Agricultural School ; also £246 school fees repaid to the head master, 

() Includes £40 for scholarships of £8 each. 

() --3 - £24 4, 8 moon 

(°) yy £33 6s. 8d. for scholarships. _ 
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The health of the school was very satisfactory. The boys were 
employed, as in former years, in agricultural and garden work, 
in addition to the various duties concerned with the indoor depart- 
ment of the school. 

The Presidencies contribute at the rate of £10 a year for each 
boy sent to the school. 

The revenue from all sources amounted to £347, and the ex- 
penditure (including pensions, £112, and the estimated value of 
the rent of the school and Chief Officer’s quarters, £70) to £786, 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


37. In the year 1911, 2,636 patients, as against 2,496 for the 
previous year, were admitted into the hospitals of the Colony. 
There were 348 deaths, as against 308 for 1910. 

88. There is a central lunatic asylum in Antigua. On the Ist 
January, 1911, there were 113 inmates (52 males and 61 females) ; 
46 (23 males and 23 females) were admitted; 27 (8 males and 19 
females) were discharged as cured; and 11 (5 males and 6 females) 
died. 

389. There are two leper asylums in the Colony; one at Rat 
Island in Antigua, and the other at Fort Charles in St. Kitts. 

In Antigua there were 31 lepers (12 males and 19 females) at 
the beginning of the year; 3 males and 2 females were admitted 
during the year, and 3 females died. 

There is no record in Antigua of any attendant at the asylum 
having contracted leprosy. 

40. The number of inmates in the Antigue poor house on the 
1st January, 1911, was 96 (29 males and 67 females); 54 inmates 
were admitted during the year and 25 discharged. 

The number of persons who received outdoor relief in the 
Colony during 1911 was as follows:—-Antigua, 401; St. Kitts, 
1,000; Nevis, 600; Dominica, 147; Montserrat, 93; and the Virgin 
Islands, 69. 

41. The Alexandra Cottage Home for Incurables in Dominica, 
supported partly by voluntary contributions, maintained, on an 
average, 10 paupers. 

St. John’s Training School in Antigua has been dealt with 
under Part IV., Education. 

42. The number of depositors in the savings bank and the 
amounts at their credit on the 31st March, 1912, are noted 
below :— 


No. of Amount at 
Presidency. Depositors. cea 
Antigua ae cea ae 2,015 — 44,244 
St. Kitts-Nevis ee te 807 oe 25,951 
Dominica... ee a 831 We 15,403 
Montserrat... ae ays 227 wa 4,676 
Virgin Islands oa Re 99 en 706 





Total ... no aon 3,979 £90,980 
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The following table shows the number of depositors and the 
amounts deposited and withdrawn in the Colony for the last five 
years : — 





| Number of | 





Year. Number of | Deposited. Withdrawn. 
i : a ! 
| £ | £ 
TOOTS, Site ae eet 3583 36,666. | 2,777 
190BY dis Wes a 3,473 33,550 | 32,492 
1909) hf 0 WES 3,581 32,388 32/220 
19106 So die bares 3,782 33,845 29/636 
1910 EE ae Sa 5B,979, 39/979 35,492 





The total amount of invested funds is £92,165. 
The revenue amounted to £3,007, and the expenditure to 
£2,532. 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


43. The total number of persons in the Colony committed to 
prison during the year 1911 was 947 (506 males, 413 females, and 
28 juveniles). 

The number of committals in Antigua was 256, as against 210 
in 1910. 

The number of prisoners transferred from the other Presidencies 
to the Central Prison, Antigua, was as under: — 


| 














Presidency. Males. Females. | Total. 
a = ae, 
St. Kitts-Nevis oo | 8 | 1 H 9 
Dominica 5 i £ i 6 
Montserrat 2 | _ i 2 
Virgin Islands... - | _ _ 
Total tee are 15 2 | 17 
{ 





44. The prisoners were employed in the usual service of the 
prison, such as in cooking for the prisoners and the boys at the 
training school; cleaning; washing; making and mending cloth- 
ing and bedding for the prison and the training school; baking 
bread for the prison, hospital, poor house, lunatic and leper 
asylums, and training school; also in quarrying and stone-break- 
ing, smithy work, masonry, and carpentry. The annual cost of 
the maintenance of each prisoner to Antigua was at the rate of 
£20 18s. 8d. 

45. The following table gives the total number of offences 


28294 B 
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reported during each of the last four years, together with the 
convictions and acquittals in each year :— 














Year. Offences reported.| Convicted. Acquitted. 
| 
1908... ave ee 10,158 | 6,178 6,999 
19092 <8, ite Wee 11,120 7,067 7,958 
1910... oes vie 3,140 6,802 5,473 
1911, eee we 3,770 7,170 | 7,559 





3,770 cases were reported to the police, while 14,771 persons 
were brought before the magistrates. 


convictions was 7,170. 


The number of summary 


The number of convictions in the Superior Courts was 33. 


7,541 persons were acquitted in the Inferior Cour 


the Superior Courts. 


46. Comparative Table showing the number 


Apprehensions, and Acqutttals, for the last Five Years. 


s and 18 in 


of Offences, 












































—_ 1907, | 1908. | 1909. | 1910. | 1911. 
= = | 

The number of offences reported to | 10,697 | 10,158 | 11,120 | 3,140 | 3,770 

the Police. 

The number of persons brought before | 13,887 | 13,243 | 15,046 13,458 | 14,771 

the Magistrate. 

The number of summary convictions :— | | 7 
1. Offences against property with _ _ _- - _ 

violence to the person. 
2. Offences against property ry 760 | 785 791 632 651 
3. Other offences against the person | 1 324 | 1,501 946 | 1,035 1386 
4. Other offences ... ane ah 4,332 | 8,892 | 5,330} 5,185 | 5,163 
Total... tty 6416 6,178 | 7,067 | 6,802 | 7,170 
The number of convictions in the 
Superior Courts :-— 
1. Homicide ... on _ _- 3 _ 2 
2. Offences against property with -_ — _- =- 1 
violence not amounting to 
homicide. 

_. 3. Other offences against property... 15 32 15 19 16 
4, Other offences against the person 7 12 9 9 il 
5. Other offences... oes es 4 6 3 11 3 

Total 10 ee ane 26 50 30 39 33 

The number of persons acquitted :— 

1. In the Inferior Courts ... oe | 7,443 | 6,986 | 7,939 | 5,450} 7,541 
2. In the Superior Courts ... 16 13 19 23 18 
Total .. sa | 7,459 | 6,999 | 7,958 | 5,473 | 7,559 
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VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 


47. The total population of the Colony, according to the census 
of 1911, was 127,193 distributed as follows :— 























Island. Males. | Females. Total. 
| 
Antigua se . ane eee 13,634 17,760 | 31,394 
Barbuda EBS ie ase oo 351 520 871 
St. Kitts Ses eee ae ans 10,969 15,314 26,283 
Nevisviis SA) task ise. oe 5521 7424 12/945 
Angiillar aa, ES 2837 1,562 2,518 4,075 
Dominia o.oo 15,231 18,632 33/863 
Montserrat... Boxes neve ee 5,245 6,951 12,196 
Redonda Se aes ane mee 4 _— 4 
Virgin Islands... se Es tee 2,613 2,949 5,562 
Total aes on ais 55,130 72,063 127 193 
METEOROLOGICAL. 


48. The average rainfall in Antigua from J anuary to December, 
1911, on 72 stations, was 36°47 inches. 

The average rainfall for the 388 years 1874 to 1911 was 44:80 
inches, so that the preciptation for the year under review was 
8°33 inches below the average. 

The highest rainfall recorded was in 1889, when there were 
73°59 inches, and the lowest in 1875, with 28-78 inches. 

The highest maximum temperature was 89° on J: uly 30th, and 
7th, 15th, and 17th August. 

The lowest minimum temperature was 67° on February 14th. 

Six earthquakes were recorded, viz. on February 4th and 7th, 
March 2nd, October lst, November 7th, and December 10th. 

54°47 inches of rain were recorded at the Botanic Station, Mont- 
serrat. There are no records available for the other Presidencies. 


VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


49. British and foreign mails are conveyed by steamers of the 
following lines: —The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company (fort 
nightly), the East Asiatic Company (once a month), the Quebec 
Steamship Company (about twice a month), and the Pickford and 


Black Steamship Company (twice a month). 
The mails are taken between Tortola and St. Thomas and 


between Tortola and Virgin Gorda, by a sloop belonging to the 
Government, and by private boats, as follows: — 
From Tortola to St. Thomas about four times a week; and 
. from Tortola to Virgin Gorda, about six times a month. 
There is a daily mail service by sailing boat between St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and a fortnightly mail service by sailing boat between 


28294 Bea 
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St. Kitts and Anguilla. A sloop is also subsidized by the Govern- 
ment of Monserrat to take mails and passengers between that 
Presidency, Antigua, and St. Kitts. 


50. Antigua, St. Kitts, and Dominica are in telegraphic com- 
munication with each other, the other West Indian Colonies, 
Europe, and America by the cables of the West India and Panama 
Telegraph Company. There is no communication by telegraph 
with either Montserrat or the Virgin Islands. St. Kitts is in 
heliographic communication with Nevis. 

Telephone services have been established in Antigua, St. Kitts, 
and Dominica. 


51. The following statement shows the volume of the transac- 
tions of the Colony in postal matter during the last five years :— 


= 7 
Letters and Books and 








* A Parcels received 
Year. cards received apers received 
and sent. Yi end sent. and sent. 
\ 
606,935 216,700 11,043 
671,821 219,776 11,680 
671,471 222,440 12,280 
693,417 228,762 13,626 
749,904 220,487 14,395 








52. The total value of money orders issued in the Colony was 
£23,018, as against £26,785 in 1910, and the total value of the 
orders paid was £25,740, as against £27,118 in the previous year. 
The money order transactions were distributed between the Presi- 
dencies as follows—those for St. Kitts and Nevis being shown in 
the case of each Island :— 


Money Orders Money Orders 


Issued. Paid. 
£ 

Antigua ... “ae “ee 5,822 6,099 
St. Kitts ... aoe oe 3,940 6,799 
Nevis ie ae ae 2,060 3,146 
Dominica fan one 5,980 2,250 
Montserrat i ae 3,324 5,071 
Virgin Islands ... es 2,387 2,875 
— £23,018 £25,740 


58. The net profit on the working of the Post Offices of the 
Colony was £2,137, as against £2,904 in 1910. 


54. In Antigua there are 168 telephone instruments in use and 
300 miles of wire; in St. Kitts, 115 instruments and 265 miles 

= of wire; and in Dominica 95 instruments and 425 miles of wire. 
The receipts and expenditure in connection with the telephone 
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service of the Colony during the year under review were as 
under : — 


Presidency. Receipts. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
Antigua... rae a 858 804 
St. Kitts... sie o- 577 630 
Dominica ... be A 489 1,057 





IX._-GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


FepEraL GOVERNMENT. 


55. The Coronation of Their Majesties the King and Queen was 
celebrated throughout the Presidencies of the Colony, and the 
public rejoicings on the occasion were marked by conspicuous 
enthusiasm and loyalty. The general community of the Leeward 
Islands was represented at the solemnity in Westminster Abbey 
by the Hon. J. F. Foote and the Hon. B. S. Davis. In response 
to the cordial invitation of His Majesty’s Government which had 
been conveyed to the Governor at the wish of His Majesty the 
King, contingents of the Antigua and St. Kitts-Nevis Defence 
Forces proceeded to England and took part in the Coronation 
celebrations in London. 

56. The census of the Colony was taken on the night of the 
2nd April, 1911. The total population of Antigua and its De- 
pendencies of Barbuda and Redonda on that date was 32,269 as 
against 35,073 in 1901. There had, therefore, been a decrease 
of 2,804, or 8 per cent., and, as compared with the census of 1891, 
‘of 4,550 or 12:4 per cent. 

The population of St. Kitts-Nevis was 43,303, showing a de- 
crease of 3,143 in respect of the previous decennial period. 

In Dominica, whereas the population of the Presidency in 1901 
was 26,894, in 1911 it was 33,863, having increased 17-19 per cent. 

The population of Montserrat in 1901 was 12,215. In 1911 it 
was 12,196. The increase by natural increment, however, during 
the ten years in question, was 2,005. 

In the Virgin Islands, the population rose from 4,908 to 5,562. 

The decrease in population, where it has occurred, is to be 
accounted for by emigration to the Canal Zone, the United States, 
Costa Rica, and San Domingo. 

- 57. The Conference which had been convened for the purpose 
of discussing the question of reciprocity in trade relations between 
the Dominion of Canada and the West Indian Colonies began 
its sittings at Ottawa towards the end of March, 1912. The 
delegates from the Leeward Islands were as follows :—Antigua, 
the Hon. W. D. Auchinleck, I.S.0., Auditor General (accompanied 
by the Hon. J. J. Camacho, Senior Unofficial Member of the 
Executive Councils of the Leeward Islands and of Antigua, in 
an advisory capacity); St. Kitts-Nevis, His Honour T. Laurence 
Roxburgh, C.M.G., Administrator; Dominica, the Honourable 
W. Tf. Porter, I.8.0., Treasurer (with the Honourable Colin 
MacIntyre as adviser); Montserrat, His Honour Lieutenant-Colonel 
W. B. Davidson-Houston, C.M.G., Commissioner. An agree- 
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ment was signed on the 9th April last which provides, in the 
words of Mr. Foster, the Canadian Minister of ''rade and Com- 
merce, for exchange of products on a wide and generous scale 
and is based on a preference to the products of each country in 
the markets of the other. It is confidently hoped that the agree- 
ment will result in a development of commercial activity and a 
strengthening of the ties of kinship beween Canada and the West 
Indies which should be of mutual benefit to the Dominion and 
the participating Colonies. 

58. The Conference afforded a unique opportunity, of which full 
advantage was taken, to discuss two questions intimately related 
to, though not forming part of, the negotiations at Ottawa. The 
desirability of improving the cable communication and the steam- 
ship service between Canada and the West Indies received careful 
consideration. The views of the Conference on those important 
questions were embodied in resolutions to which there was no 
dissentient voice. The objects aimed at are the establishment of 
adequate cable and steamship connections based on the co-operation 
of the Imperial Government, the Dominion of Canada, and the 
West Indian Colonies. Both Canada and the West Indies, it will 
be seen, are fully alive to the importance of improving those 
services as a natural sequence to the settlement of reciprocal trade 
relations. 

59. The expenditure of the Federal Government was estimated 
at £11,797 1s. 6d. apportionable as follows :— 


£ os. d. 

Against Antigua ae Si 8,525 16 7 

St. Kitts- Nevis .. ae We 3,650 14 7 

>» Dominica ef be ‘a 2,980 12 7 

3, Montserrat 2k, a at 794 19 10 

» Virgin Islands ... eh oe 124 17 11 

11,077 1 6 

s» Imperial funds. oe 590 0 0 
Revenue receivable in diminution of 

Presidential contributions... Ep 130 0 0 

£11,797 1 6 


The actual expenditure of the year was £11,783 17s. 9d., 
chargeable as follows: — 


£6. ey td: 

Against Presidential contributions ... Tie 10,629 11 3 

sy Imperial funds... 827 14 5 
Miscellaneous revenue applied “towards 


reduction of contributions % 826 12 1 
“£11,783 17 9 





60. On the 31st December, 1911, the surplus of the assets over 
the liabilities of the five Presidencies of the Colony amounted to 
£72,493, the total being made up as follows :— 
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p 


Antigua (including Barbuda, £1,571) nee 8,681 
St. Kitts-Nevis ... ie x ee ste 26,599 
Dominica ee Aer oA os Ary. 23,169 
Montserrat aes nis es bes soe 12,544 
Virgin Islands ... Bey A ne oe 1,500 

£72,493 


In the assets of Antigua the sum of £1,000, representing the 
unexpended balances of Imperial grants in aid of revenue, has not 
been included. 

61. Ten years ago—on the 31st March, 1902—the excess of the 
assets of the Colony over its liabilities amounted only to £3,890. 
On that date the liabilities of both Antigua and Montserrat were 
in excess of their assets. The net result was due to the solvency 
of St. Kitts-Nevis, Dominica (the accounts of which Presidency 
showed a surplus of £5,399), and the Virgin Islands. 


Crvit EsraBLisHMENT. 


62. The Governor, Sir Bickham Sweet Escott, K.C.M.G., was 
on leave of absence from the 24th July, 1911, to the 3lst January, 
1912, during which time the Government was administered by 
the Colonial Secretary, Mr. H. E. W. Grant, C.M.G. On the 
15th April, 1912, His Excellency left the Islands on appointment 
to be Governor of the Colony of Fiji and High Commissioner for 
the Western Pacific. On his departure, Mr. Grant again had 
charge of the administration until the 19th July last, the date of 
the arrival of His Excellency Sir H. Hesketh Bell, K.C.M.G., 
whose appointment to be Governor of the Leeward Islands had 
been announced in March. 

63. In October, 1911, Mr. J. S. Udal retired from the office of 
Chief Justice and was succeeded by Sir F. M. Maxwell, the 
Chief Justice of British Honduras. Pending the arrival of Sir 
Frederic Maxwell, Mr. Justice F. H. Parker, the First Puisne 
Judge, acted as Chief Justice. 


ANTIGUAS. 


64. The revenue of Antigua in 1911-12, exclusive of Imperial 
Grants in Aid of the Agricultural Department, was £52,292 
6s. 11d., and exceeded the estimates by £1,505 6s. 11d. 

Excepting in 1910-11, when the revenue was £52,325 17s. 6d., 
the receipts of last year were largely in excess of previous years, 
and exceeded the average of the seven years ending 1909-10 by 
£5,684. 

65. The total expenditure from local funds was £156 over that 
of the previous year, and exceeded.the estimates of the year by 
£1,872. 

Expenditure on the Agricultural Department from Imperial 
grants was £558, or £90 more than estimated. 

The total expenditure of the Public Works Department was 
£7,815, as against £8,657 in 1910-11. 
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66. The sum of £2,500 was provided for the maintenance of 
roads, streets, and bridges. It was not possible, however, with 
this amount to do more than maintain the roads in a fair state 
of repair and carry out pressing improvements. 

The private road on Otto’s Estate, adjoining St. John’s, was 
transferred by the Honourable J. J. Camacho to the Government, 
and has been named ‘‘ Camacho Avenue.”’ 

Shortly before his departure from the Colony, Sir Bickham 
Sweet Escott created an Advisory Road Board, consisting of the 
Governor as Chairman, the Colonial Secretary, the Surveyor of 
Works, and six members representing the six parishes of the 
Island, with the Clerk to the Surveyor of Works as Secretary. 


67. Owing to the long continued drought the reservoir at 
Wallings ceased to supply the country districts with water in 
December, 1911, and the rainfall up to the present date (October, 
1912) has not been sufficient to permit of a resumption of the 
service. The distress was relieved by sinking new wells, also by 
the deepening and cleaning of existing wells and springs. 


68. Some of the vaults and tombs in the naval and military 
cemeteries at English Harbour and the Ridge were repaired and 
renovated. 

The new building at the hospital, which is to be known as 
the “‘Sweet Escott wing,’’ was completed. It is capable of 
accommodating eighty beds. 


BarBupa. 


69. The revenue of Barbuda for 1911-12 was £2,681, ag 
against £2,317 for the year 1910-11, and the expenditure £2,218, 
as against £1,385. The surplus funds on the Ist April, 1912, 
amounted to £1,882 1s. 2d. 

The shipment of cotton during 1911-12 amounted to 250 bales, 
which realised £1,581. Thirty-nine tons of cotton seed remained 
to be sold. 


70. The breeding of horses, cattle, and mules by the Govern- 
ment continued to receive attention. In September, 1911, one 
stallion and six mares were imported from Canada. The animals 
are now quite acclimatised and the infusion of new blood will 
doubtless tend to improve the breeding of horses in the Island. 

The mules throve well. They showed no ill effect from the 
drought of 1910. It was otherwise with the horses and cattle. 
The sale of stock in 1911 realised about £227. 

The stock enclosures were extended, additional pasture lands 
cleared, and new grasses introduced. ‘‘ Guinea grass’’ was 
planted out in several localities. 

The villagers own a considerable number of horses, mules, 
donkeys, and sheep. A byelaw, No. 2 of 1911, made it illegal to 
keep goats on the Island after the 3lst March, 1912. 

71. Excellent tarpon and other sea fishing may be had; also 
good shooting. Deer abound, and wild pig, guinea fowl, pigeon, 
and duck are plentiful. The deer-stalking seasons are from the 
Ist January to 31st ‘March, and Ist July to 30th September. 
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Sr. Krrrs-Nervis.* 


72. In last year’s report it was pointed out that the revenue 
for the period then under review, 1910-11, was the largest that 
had been collected in the Presidency as it is now constituted. 
That record, however, has been surpassed in 1911-12 when the 
revenue reached the large total of £58,002, being £5,254 more than 
was realised in the previous year, and no less than £8,722 more 
han was estimated. 


3. The reasons for this large revenue are not far to seek, and 
it is necessary to recognise at once that abnormal conditions 
prevailéd and that it must not be expected that equally large 
receipts will be realised in future. If the figures are referred 
o it will be seen that practically the whole increase is to be 
attributed to customs duties, which exceeded those of the 
previous year by £4,684. This is due, in the first place, to the 
arge importations of materials of various sorts made by the 
recently established Central Sugar Factory, for although a large 
proportion of the company’s imports is free under the existing 
ariff a considerable proportion is liable to duty. Again, the 
employment by the factory company of a large number of 
abourers for the construction of their factory and lines of rail- 
way has thrown large sums of money into circulation. Much of 
this finds its way into the shops, and the importations therefore 
both of dry goods and provisions have increased in order that 
the improved demand may be met. The company’s importations 
for construction have now ceased and the greater part of their 
railway is completed. 

While, therefore, it may confidently be hoped that the existence 
of the factory will have a beneficial effect on the prosperity of 
the people in the south-eastern part of the Island and consequently 
upon tie public revenue, it must not be expected that future years 
will show so large a revenue unless some other special cause should 
arise such as has existed in the year just past. It may be 
mentioned here that a considerable amount of the money in 
circulation is sent here by natives of the Presidency who have 
prospered in America or elsewhere and who remit a part of their 
earnings for the assistance of their less prosperous relatives whom 
they have left at home. 

74. The expenditure during 1911-12 was £864 more than during 
the preceding year. It amounted to £50,736, and exceeded the 
original estimate for the year by a few pounds only. The figures 
present no features calling for special remark. The total includes 
expenditure on public works which it had been proposed to pay 
for from surplus balances, but this cost has really been met from 
the revenue of the year, and no investments or deposits have 
been disturbed. The difference between the revenue and 
expenditure has added to the surplus funds of the Presidency 
the appreciable sum of £7,266 and has raised the total surplus 








* By His Honour I, Laurence Roxburgh, Esq., C.M.G., Administrator of 
St. Kitts-Nevis. 
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to £26,632. Whether the great prosperity of the past year 
should continue or not, the transactions of the period have at 
least furnished the Government with the means of carrying out 
some useful improvements. 


75. The value of imports increased from £195,277 in 1910 to 
£306,666 in 1911. As has been observed in regard to the revenue, 
this must be regarded as abnormal, the increase being due to the 
importations of the Central Sugar Factory Company for construc- 
tion purposes. The bulk of the increase was in respect of goods 
from Great Britain, the figures being £165,316 in 1911, as 
against £70,737 in 1910. The colonies and foreign countries 
have, however, also shared in the improvement. 


76. The value of exports of the Presidency during 1911 rose 
from £205,698, in the previous year, to £212,481. Again the 
United Kingdom shows the largest increase in amount, though 
not in proportion, for while the value of exports to the United 
Kingdom rose from £78,452 in 1910 to £98,624 in 1911, the value 
of the exports to the United States rose from £4,023 to £9,547. 
The exports to Canada fell off considerably, viz., from a value 
of £94,231 in 1910 to £77,487 in 1911. 


77. The increased output of cotton, as shown in the following 
tables, accounts for the larger exports to. the United Kingdom, 
while the larger output of salt accounts to a considerable extent 
for the increased export to the United States of America. 

78. The smaller output of sugar is responsible for a large 
proportion of the reduced export to Canada, as nearly all the 
sugar made here goes to the Dominion. 


Exports. Exports. 
1910. 1911. 
£ £ 
To United Kingdom roy 78,452 98,624 
To British Colonies... ie 107,118 91,750 
To Foreign Countries ne 20,123 © 22,750 





£205,693 £212,481 








Exports of—* 














| Sugar. Cotton. | Molasses. Rum. | Salt. 
| | | i z 
Tons. Ibs. | Puncheons. | Galls. Barrels. 
1910... tee 12,323 392,039 ': | 18,489 920 
W911 wee 11,130 782,993 | 2,339 | 19,380 7,006 
I I 








79. The return of shipping for the past year is also highly 
satisfactory, as shown by the following table: — 


a 


iw) 
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H Shipping. 
' 
| | 
— | Tonnage. | Tonnage. i 
| British ships { Foreign ships | 
i Entered Entered | Total: 
; and Cleared. and Cleared. | 
| 
| 
1910... 4. 0 we | 557,897 67,739 | 625,636 
1911... ave See 606,292 79,560 i 685,852 
i 








80. No public works of any magnitude have been constructed 
during the year. In St. Kitts, with the exception of a useful 
shed for the protection of goods landed at the piers, no new 
buildings have been erected, but much useful work has been 
done in the way of repairing existing structures, restoring mason 
work, and generally improving public property. The new pier 
at Nevis, to which reference was made in last year’s report, has 
been completed. It is not only a strong durable structure but 
is better equipped than the old one which it has replaced. The 
new official residence in the same Island was completed during 
the year and has been furnished. Although not architecturally 
beautiful it is a fine solid structure and very comfortable. The 
lawns and grounds are being gradually put in order. Trees have 
been planted to relieve the present bareness, and hedges of the 
famous pithycolobium anguiscati or ‘bread and cheese’’ have 
been started. 

81. A new police station of a substantial character and 
attractive appearance has been built at Newcastle, Nevis, and 
is quite a model building for the purpose. 

82. In Anguilla a revenue office and residence for the Customs 
officer has been built at ‘‘ The Forest.”” This is another hand- 
some stone building and replaces a tumble-down wooden hut 
which was a standing discredit to the Island. The maintenance 
of the public roads has been rendered more difficult and expensive 
by the scarcity of labour. This question of labour has now 
become somewhat acute, but it may be hoped that when the 
demand created by work at the Sugar Factory Company’s build- 
ings and railway has ceased the supply for agricultural and other 
purposes will improve. 

83. The emigration of persons of the servant class to the United 
States and Canada continues and is causing much inconvenience 
here. ~ : 

84. During the year an important Ordinance was passed for 
the governance of the hospitals of the Presidency, of which there 
are three. Other Ordinances provided for the establishment of a 
law library, for the better order of towns and villages, and for 
the regulation of labour emigration, respectively. 

85. There has been, as usual, comparative freedom from serious 
crime, but it is to be regretted that there was a case of murder 
in Nevis—the first for many years. Petty offences have been 
somewhat more numerous, but the increase is not such as to 
justify any idea of a lessened regard for law and order. 
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86. The patriotism of the people of these Islands and their 
devotion to the Throne were evinced in a remarkable degree when 
the Coronation of His Majesty the King was celebrated in June, 
1911. There was great enthusiasm and even an exuberance of 
loyalty in each of the three Islands, but the regard for order 
and respect for authority were abundantly manifest. During the 
two days the festivities lasted it was not necessary to make a 
single arrest. 

: Dominica.* 

87. Limes.—The crop for 1911 was 355,000 barrels of fruit, 
a decrease, when compared with that of 1910, of 14,000 barrels. 
If the great increase of the ‘crop of 1910 over that of 1909 is 
considered, the position during 1911 was not unsatisfactory. 

88. The rainfall was again heavy and this, following the wet 
year of 1910, has emphasized the need of better drainage in fields 
in wet localities. A certain amount of root disease was prevalent, 
which is largely the result of saturated soils and also of lack of 
good management in the fields, whereby the stems of the trees 
stand in the centre of depressions caused by the weeders being 
allowed to draw the surface soil under the branches of the tree 
outwards. Where the latter conditions exist, the base of the 
stem is submerged during long spells of wet weather and collar 
yot and root disease follow. There would be surprisingly little 
root disease amongst established cultivations in the Island if 
more attention were paid to drainage and the formation of 
depressions around the trunks of lime trees prevented. Amongst 
young cultivations in newly opened forest land a certain amount 
of root disease exists for a few years owing to infection from the 
decaying roots of forest trees. 

89. The damp weather was very favourable to the development 
of fungus parasites which throve with great vigour and effectively 
controlled scale insects. That lime cultivation is so successfully 
carried on in Dominica is due in a large measure to the activities 
of the four species of fungus which are known to attack the 
several species of scale insects that affect citrus trees. 

90. The market price for concentrated lime juice and citrate 
of lime continued to be satisfactory. 

The business in shipping green limes was very active, the 
increase of shipments this year being at a much greater rate 
than during any previous period. The present trade in green 
limes appears to have been started about 1890. During 1894, 
932 barrels of a value of £41 were exported. Last year 36,520 
barrels valued at £14,608 were shipped. Of this number no less 
than 34,316 barrels went to the United States, 1,500 barrels to 
Britain, 180 barrels to Germany, and the balance direct to 
Canada. 

Tt is generally admitted that considerable damage is done to 
the main crop by the careless methods of the pickers of green 
limes. Much of this occurs about April and May, when fruit is 
scarce and prices rule high. Now this is realised, better methods 
of picking limes are coming into practice. On some estates it is 
customary to gather only those fruits within reach, the balance 








* By Joseph Jones, Esq., Curator, Botanic Gardens, Dominica. 
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of the crop being used for making citrate or concentrated lime 
juice. In other cases light step ladders are being imported for 
use, though the local type of step ladder, which is easily and 
cheaply made with three pieces of bamboo of the required height, 
a few pieces of wood, and a short length of wire, is suitable in the 
case of small cultivations. 

The superiority of fruit which is carefully gathered over that 
torn from the tree by means of long bamboos with hooks attached 
must be apparent to everyone. By careful methods of picking, 
damage to young fruit, flowers, and branches, and wastage of 
green fruit are reduced to a minimum. The Permanent Exhibi- 
tion Committee continued its efforts to popularise the lime in 
England by the free distribution of fruit and by advertisements 
in trade journals. 

The exports of green limes during a period of six years are 
given below :— 


Barrels. 
1906... ae = ots on 15,799 
1907... ve soe na ae 18,311 
1908... as Ae ie aa 20,343 
E909 ove ae a an on 22,523 
1910... rors or ate me 27,427 
1911 36,520 


91. Citrate of Lime.—This product was first exported during 
1906, when 733 cwt., valued at £1,503, was shipped. Last year 
the production reached 5,926 cwt., valued at £19,259. 

Two factories are now equipped for making. citrate, one of 
which is situated near to Roseau and the other in the Lasoye 
district. It is expected that a third factory will shortly com- 
mence the manufacture of this product. 

The following table gives the exports of citrate of lime since 


1906 : — 
Cwt. Value. 
£ 

1906 sean Ne Se 7383 oe 1,503 
1907 wae “ae oe 2,388 v7 7,761 
1908 on on we 2,512 we 8,164 
1909 ee a ee 3,447 a 11,208 
1910 a re 2 5,194 a 16,880 
1911 5,926 a 19,259 


92. The exports of lime products during 1911 were as 
follows :— 


£ 
Concentrated lime juice, 131,506 gallons s. 28,014 
Raw lime juice, 311,377, .. 10,379 
Raw juice cordial, 10,650 sy, whe 954 
Green limes, 36,520 barrels .-. 14,608 
Pickled limes, We; fe 267 
Citrate of lime, 5,926 cwt. . 19,259 
Essential oil of limes, 5,472 gallons we 8,283 
Otto of iimes, 892, w. 2,118 


£73,882 
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Though the crop of 1911 showed a slight decrease, the increase 
in values over the previous year amounted to £3,548. 

93. Cacao.—The export of cacao was 10,055 cwt. By taking 
a four year period, 1904 to 1907, it will be found that the 
average annual export was 11,182 cwt. This represents the 
maximum export of cacao from Dominica. For a similar period, 
1908 to 1911, the average annual export was 10,498 cwt., a 
yearly reduction of 690 cwt., when compared with the former 
period. This falling away is due to the preference given by 
planters to the cultivation of the hardy and profitable lime, which 
can be grown on various soils from sea level up to an elevation of 
2,000 feet, while the successful cultivation of the delicate cacao 
plant is restricted to sheltered positions at low elevations near to 
the coast. 

The efforts which have been made to bring about some improve: 
ment in the methods of cultivating cacao on small holdings by 
means of Prize Holdings Competitions have effected some good 
in the La Plaine and Grand Bay districts. These competitions 
might with advantage be extended to other districts in which 
cacao is grown on a considerable scale. This crop, which is easily 
callected and cheaply prepared for market, is the only one that 
can be readily handled by the peasants for export at present in 
certain districts at Windward. Limes could be grown in these 
localities, but the absence of local purchasers of fruit discourages 
the planting of this product. Also, the long distances to be 
traversed and the frequent delays in shipping operate against the 
general cultivation of the lime with its bulky crop, the manu- 
facture of which, from a peasant’s point of view, is difficult and 
expensive. It is evident that the amount of cacao shipped from 
Dominica is considerably underestimated by the Customs. For 
export purposes each bag is taken to be of 200 Ibs. net weight. 
Of the 5,000 to 6,000 bags shipped annually probably not more 
than 1,000 bags are of the standard weight of 200 lbs., the balance 
being of a weight varying from 220 lbs. up to 250 Ibs. 

94. The export of cacao during the past six years, 1906-1911, 
is given below :— 


Cwt. 
T90B es, eae eee ee = ae 0105980. 
1907... ae on RAE Be 11,628 
1908... si Se cos wee 9,820 
1909... ae i tee a 10,844 
1910... oe on ase es 11,272 
1911 10,055 


95. Rubber.—The number of Para rubber plants sold from the 
Government nurseries during 1911 was 6,500. Large quantities 
of seeds were imported by private enterprise, but the rate of 
germination obtained was very low. This is largely due to the 
method of transport. It has been demonstrated repeatedly that 
if Para rubber seeds are packed in large cases and sent in the 
holds of vessels the rate of germination is poor and in many 
cases nil. It has also been clearly shown that if the seeds are 
packed in charcoal in small tins containing 400 to 500 each and 
sent through parcels post, good results are obtainable. Although 
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this information has appeared in every agricultural journal pub- 
lished in the West Indies it is well nigh impossible to get 
private individuals to adopt the method that can be depended 
upon to give fair, and in many cases excellent, results. 

Samples of Para, Castilloa, Funtumia, and Ficus rubbers were 
prepared and exhibited at the second International Rubber 
Exhibition, held in London in July, The Para rubber was after- 
wards analysed at the Imperial Institute. The report stated as 
follows : — 

“The results of the analysis show that this Para rubber from 
Dominica is of very good quality, as it contains 94 per cent. of 
caoutchouc in the dry material and only small amounts of resin 
and proteid. It is slightly superior in composition to the previous 
specimen of Para rubber from Dominica shown at the Rubber 
Exhibition held in London in 1908 and subsequently examined at 
the Imperial Institute. (See Imperial Institute Report dated 
10th February, 1909.) 

“The results of these investigations show that the Para trees 
in Dominica will furnish rubber of excellent quality which will 
realise good prices in the market.” 

The species of Castilloa grown in Dominica thrives well on 
coast lands. The experiments in tapping show that the yield per 
tree is low and the species cannot be recommended for cultivation 
in Dominica, although the rubber obtained is of excellent quality. 

The same remark applies to Funtumia elastica, which grows 
with considerable vigour in wet districts. The yield of ten to 
twelve year-old trees is very low. This does not suit the average 
planter’s requirement of some return on capital in seven or eight 
years. 

Both Castilloa and Funtumia produce an abundance of seed 
which germinates readily where it falls. The trees are now 
naturalised in the Island. The seeds of Castilloa are apparently 
distributed by birds and animals, while those of Funtumia are 
fitted with awns, a flying contrivance which ensures the distri- 
bution of the seeds by the wind. 

96. Vanilla.—During recent years several attempts have been 
made to start a vanilla industry in the Island but, owing to the 
absence of expert knowledge in curing the fruit, the efforts have 
resulted in little beyond bringing about the distribution of the 
plant, which is now well established in every district in the 
Island, in which places it thrives vigorously. 

Owing to the enterprise of the owner of Canefield Estate, the 
cultivation of this product has been started on a considerable 
scale under the direction of an expert in the growing and curing 
of vanilla. Should these efforts prove successful they may result 
in the establishment of a new industry. 

In connexion with the above, arrangements have been made 
at Canefield to purchase supplies of green vanilla fruits that 
may be offered for sale, either of local growth or from neighbour- 
ing islands. The price varies according to the length and con- 
dition of the pods offered for sale. 

97. Minor products.—Under this head there were exported 
1,803 barrels of oranges, of a value of £1,156; 402,622 coconuts, 
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valued at £839. Bay leaves, 141 cwt., valued at £634; coffee, 
78 cwt., valued at £218; and starches, 334 cwt., valued at £234. 
There are large areas of land suited to the growth of the above 
products, the cultivation of which might in each case be con- 
siderably extended. 


MontsERRatT.* 
General. 


98. In view of the fact that for many years prior to 1906 
Montserrat was dependent upon Imperial Grants to enable revenue 
to meet expenditure, it is a satisfactory sign of the times to note 
that in seven years it has been possible to build up a surplus of 
£13,469 out of an annual revenue averaging £10,452, while during 
the same period taxation has been reduced, a sum of £8,000 spent 
on several permanent and much needed public works, and a pre- 
vious Imperial loan of £973 repaid. 

99. As usual, Montserrat, during the year under review, proved 
to be one of the healthiest of the West Indian Islands. No 
quarantinable disease visited its shores, and there were no epi- 
demics. The death rate per thousand was only 15°33, although 
it is the most thickly populated island in the Colony, there being 
375-26 persons to the square mile. 

100. The census, which was taken on the night of the 2nd April, 
1911, showed the population to be 12,196—a decrease, due to 
emigration to the Canal Zone, of 19 since the previous census in 
1901. The natural increment for the ten years was, however, 
2,005. 

101. The construction of the iron pier, referred to in the report 
for 1910-11, was completed during the year under review, and has 
proved to be most satisfactory in every way. 

102. The Fogarthy’s spring was purchased from the Montserrat 
Company for £75, and a water supply to St. Peter’s district from 
that source was established. It is intended to extend the service 
to Cudjoe Head district in 1912-18. 

103. It is interesting to note that, for the first time in the 
history of the Presidency, its volume of trade reached six figures. 

104. Montserrat was represented at the Canada-West Indies 
Reciprocity Conference at Ottawa in March and April, 1912, by 
the Commissioner. - 

105. The Presidency did not suffer from earthquakes, hurri- 
canes, or other disasters during 1910-11, which was a year of steady 
progress. The crops gave good returns, and the weather was 
seasonable, if slightly drier than usual. The peasants were pros- 
perous and contented, and the Island was in an eminently peaceable 
condition. 


Financial. 
106. The financial position of the Presidency of Montserrat is 
most satisfactory. 





* From notes supplied by His Honour Lieut.-Colonel W. B. Davidson- 
Houston, C.M.G., Commissioner of Montserrat. 
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The revenue, £12,945, for the financial year exceeded the 
expenditure, £10, 030, by £2,915, the surplus on 81st’ March, 
1912, standing at ‘£13, 469. Both the revenue and the surplus are 
the largest recorded in the history of the Presidency. The ex- 
penditure exceeded the estimate by £817. 

107. The total value of imports for the calendar year 1911, 
£44,795, exceeded the imports of the previous year by £6,689. 

The total value of exports during the year 1911, £55,930, 
exceeded that for 1910 by £21,537, due chiefly to Sea Island 
cotton. Although there was a decrease of 88,545 lbs. of Sea 
Island cotton exported during the financial year as compared with 
the previous year, which caused a drop in the export duties, the 
shipments of that article, 544,617 Ibs. during the calendar year, 
exceeded the previous year’s shipments by 333,306 Ibs. of the 
value of £22,030. Lime-juice and lime-juice products show a. 
decrease of £856, Muscovado sugar £955, and specie £900. 
Cotton seeds increased £1,644. 


Virer Iszanps.* 


108. During the year under review the growing prosperity of 

the Virgin Islands was maintained. 

The year’s transactions, inclusive of Imperial Grants-in-Aid to 
the Agricultural Department and including the expenditure on, 
and receipts from, the cotton and lime industries, show an excess 
of revenue over expenditure of £1,754 3s. 9d., to which, however, 
must be added £737 14s. 9d. and £70, being, respectively, the 
estimated value of cotton, cotton seed, and lime juice on hand at 
the close of the year, and a non-recurrent expenditure of 
£526 7s. 2d. on additions and improvements to public buildings, 
and repairs to the revenue cutter. 

109. The imports amounted to £9,150, an increase of £433 over 
that of the preceding year. The exports amounted to £8,852, 
an excess over that of the previous year of £2,168, making the 
total trade of the Presidency £18,002, which is the highest recorded 
for over 28 years, and possibly for many years prior thereto. 

110. The rainfall was 51°30 inches, and although this was only 
2°59 inches below the average for the last 11 years, the year 
was most unfavourable for agricultural and pastoral pursuits, 
owing to severe drought during the planting season from May to 
October. 

111. The agricultural and comamnéseial undertakings carried on 
at the Government Factory were again well maintained. During 
the year 51,671 lbs. of cotton lint was exported, being 1,300 lbs. 
in excess of the amount exported in the previous year. Limes 
purchased at the station amounted to 725 barrels, a decrease of 
75 barrels on the previous year. 

The amount of sugar canes received at the factory was 175 tons, 
or about 75 tons more than last year. 

112. Towards the close of the year a three quarter bred stallion 
was imported into Tortola for the purpose of improving the local 
breed of horse. A bonus of £20 from Imperial funds in aid of 





* By His Honour T. Leslie Jarvis, Esq., Commissioner of the Virgin Islands. 
28291 Cz: 
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agriculture was given to the importer on the condition that the 
‘services of the animal will be available for other horse owners 
for five years. 

118. The health of the Presidency was as usual very good. The 
number of births was 218, as against 222 in 1910. The number of 
deaths was 89, as against 85 in 1910. The birth rate was 39 and 
the death rate 16 per thousand. A census of the population was 
taken on the 2nd of April, 1911, and a population of 5,562 was 
returned—being an increase of 654 over the 4,908 recorded in 
1901. 

114. The Virgin Islands were represented at the Canadian 
‘National Exhibition for the sixth time. The exhibits consisted of 
samples of cacao, coffee, sugar, arrowroot starch, concentrated lime 
juice, preserved limes, rum, cassava cakes, cotton, lace, and 
-drawn thread work. 

115. It is regretted that it has not been found possible to prepare 
the new sketch maps of the Islands in time for inclusion in this 
report. 


H. E. W. Grant, 


Colonial Secretary, 
; Leeward Islands. 
Antigua. 
24th October, 1912. 
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DEC 15 1937 


REPORT ON THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS 
FOR.THE YEAR 1911. 


FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the year 1911 amounted to $11,409,221, 
being an increase of $2,072,893 over the revenue for the preceding 
year. The expenditure was $9,085,389, an increase of $1,553,147. 


The actual figures for 1910 and 1911 are shown in 
the following statements :— 


A.—REVENUE. 


1910. I9Qrl. Increase. Decrease. 


$ $ § § 
1 Fort, Harbour, Wharf 
and Light Dues. on 259,331 247,090 te 12,241 
2. Licences, Excise and In- 


‘ternal Revenue not 
otherwise classified ... 6,316,433 8,622,351 2,305,918 


3, Fees of Court or Office, 
Payments for Specific 
Services, and Reim- 








bursements in Aid... 637,094 549,646 on 87,448 
4. Post and Telegraphs_... 609,529 628,750 19,221 aes 
5. Government Railway ... 309,795 307,498 oe 2,297 
6. Rents of Govt. Property 451,474 496,721 45,247 
7. Interest des ‘ee 115,480 138,627 23,147 ae 
8. Miscellaneous Receipts... 264,020 191,642 Say 72,378 
$8,963,156 11,182,325 2,393,533 174,364 
9. Land Sales ... aes 373,172 226,896 we 146,276 
ToTAL ... $9,336,328 11,409,221 2,393,533 320,640 





Y 


Net increase oe $2,072,893 


uk wn 
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B.—EXPENDITURE. 


. Charge on account of the 


Public Debt 


. Pensions a 
. Charitable Allowances . 
. The Governor 

. Colonial Secretary, Resi- 





dent Councillor and 
Residents 


. Government Printing 
Office aa 
. Land and District Offices 


. Forests tee 
. Chinese and Indian 


Immigrants Protection 


. Treasury 

. Audit 

. Marine 

. Legal 

. Police 

. Prisons 

. Medical Me 
. Hospitals and Dispen- 


saries 


. Education 

. Ecclesiastical 

. Transport 

. Military Expenditure 

. Miscellaneous Services ... 
. Post Office 

. Railway ase one 
. Government Monopolies 
. Botanical Gardens and 


Museum ... 


. Public Works Department 
. Public Works, Recurrent 
. Public Works, Extra- 


ordinary ... 


TOTAL ... 











1910. 1911. Increase. Decrease. 
§ $ $ $ 
103,667 806,961 703,294 
394,915 423,973 29,058 
11,636 11,576 on 60 
73,719 79,801 6,082 
131,341 135,961 4,620 
66,572 66,910 338 
209,686 215,009 5,323 
28,676 28,924 248 
88,530 86,320 2,210 
89,532 85,338 on 4,194 
45,645 46,855 1,210 
294,667 314,542 19,875 . 
345,020 344,876 on 144 
748,328 791,846 43,518 oa 
203,495 197,392 6,103 
238,102 186,649 51,453 
374,950 355,808 oe 19,142 
232,669 249,980 17,311 
18,136 18,174 38 
10,896 12,813 1,917 
1,257,864 1,815,950 558,086 
274,011 334,373 60,362 : 
474,584 502,576 27,992 
154,108 333,239 179,131 
382,630, 402,257 19,627 
37,770 41,716 3,946 on 
284,191 273,367 10,824 
448,653 380,561 68,092 
508,249 541,642 33,393 
$7,532,242 9,085,389 =—:1,715,369 162,222 





Net increase 


$1,553,147 
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2. The sums expended on Personal Emoluments and Other 
Charges in the two years were :— 





71910. 1911, Increase. Decrease. 
$ $ $ $ 
Personal Emoluments oe 3,012,741 3,241,858 229,117 
Other Charges ... ae 1,783,622 1,850,055 66,433 


3. The following is a statement of the Revenue and Expen- 
diture of the Colony for the five years 1907 to 1911 :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
$ $ 
1907 «10,023,016 9,499,693 
1908 ee 8,969,015 9,837,624 
1909 cag 8,795,001 8,542,731 
‘1910 he 9,336,328 7,532,242 
1911 ve 11,409,221 9,085,389 


4. The Assets and. Liabilities of the Colony on the 31st 
December, 1911, were as follows :— 


Liabilities. Assets. 

$ $ 
Deposits on we 2,237,786 Indian Agency Account ... 908,686 
Suspense a uae 402,285 Investments... ee 4,140,014 
Drafts and Remittances ... 5,506 Advances he on 234,802 
Excess of Assets over ~ Loans to Municipalities ... 377,800 
Liabilities wes 7,263,145 Imprests eee ss 7,250 
Loan Account ... as 277,636 
Cash in Transit oe 5,842 
Cash eee «+ 3,956,692 
ToTaL ... "$9,908,722 TOTAL ... “$9,908,722 


showing an increase to the credit balance of the Colony during 
the year of no less than $2,323,831 in place of an estimated 
increase of $255,227. The excess of revenue over the Estimates 
amounted to $2,308,786 and the excess on the estimates of 
expenditure to $240,181. 
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The principal excesses of revenue over the Estimates were 
Opium Revenue $1,641,457 and Premia on grants $123,246. The 
revenue from Straits Light Dues was $149,336. In view of 
Ordinance XXVIII of 1910, which was subsequently repealed, 
this was not estimated. The principal excesses on the estimates of 
expenditure were Charge on account of the Public Debt $433,851 
owing to the flotation by the Crown Agents of the further loan 
of £2,750,000 and Military Expenditure $242,559. The principal 
saving was $215,780, Public Works, Extraordinary. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


A Loan of £5,000,000 was raised in 1907 and a further loan 
of £2,750,000 was raised in 1910 under the provisions of 
Ordinance IV of 1907. The position of the loan on the 31st 
December, 1911, was as follows :— 





3} per cent S. S. Inscribed Stock ... ee 

4 per cent Debentures... ... 1,030,100 

Advances were made from Loan Funds as follows :— 
$ 

Tanjong Pagar Dock Board «. 37,281,161 

Municipal Commissioners, Singapore 3,250,000 

Municipal Commissioners, Penang ... 900,000 

Government Harbour Works oes 8,137,963 

49,569,124 

Expenses of Issue sat 3,518,386 


Total ... $53,087,510 


Provision is made for the repayment of this loan by a 
Sinking Fund which will come into operation in 1917, ten years 
from the date of the first issue of debentures. 


The charge on account of interest on the public debt was 
$2;449,243 in 1911, as against $1,608,865 in 1910. The great 
portion of this charge is, however, borne by the Tanjong Pagar 
Dock Board and other bodies to whom portions of the loan have 
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been allotted. The actual sums paid by the Colonial Govern- 
ment in 1910 and 1911, respectively, were $103,667 and 
$806,961. 


In local currency the total amount of the debt stood at 
$68,086,731 on the 31st December, 1911, which was about 
six times the revenue of the Colony. 


EXCHANGE. 


The demand rate remained firm during the year between 
2/43%5 and 2/475. 


CURRENCY. 


The gold held by the Commissioners in Singapore at the 
beginning of the year amounted to £285,438. During the year 
gold to the value of £556,312 was received and issues of £703,998 
were made, leaving a balance of £137,752 in the vault on the 
31st December. In addition sums aggregating £1,120,376-13-3 
were held by the Crown Agents in gold in London. 


The large $5 note and the first issue $1 note are being 
gradually withdrawn from circulation, all such notes being 
cancelled on their return to the Commissioners. 


The currency of the Colony, in circulation exclusive of 
subsidiary coins, consisted of $36,859,310 in Government 
currency notes, $317,140 in bank notes issued by the Hong 
Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation and the Chartered 
Bank of India, Australia and China, and $7,272,699 in dollars 
and half-dollars. The above amounts include stocks held by the 
Banks and the Treasuries of the Colony and the Federated Malay 
States, but do not include unissued currency notes still in the 
hands of the Currency Commissioners. 


Old subsidiary silver coin of the face value of $240,000 
was sent to London during the year for sale as bullion. The new 
subsidiary silver coins are of a fineness of 600. The profits from, 
reminting this coin will be credited to the Gold Standard 
Reserve. During the year $40,007.35 worth of the new coins 
were received from Bombay. This was part of the new coin 
which was shroffed and found without the proper ring and sent 
back to Bombay Mint for reminting. During the year under 
review $42,000 worth of defective coin was returned back to the 
Mint Master, Bombay, to be re-minted. 


The average bank-note circulation in 1911 was $353,417, as 
compared with $459,615 in 1910. The average amount of 
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Government currency notes in circulation in 1911 was for each 


month :— 
$ : 8 
January ... 34,564,299 July «35,600,395 
February... 34,529,921 August ... 35,386,470 
March... 35,028,644 September... 37,816,430 
April «35,805,727 October ... 38,411,429 
May w» 35,835,057 November ... 37,687,110 
June .. .36,005,953 December ... 37,342,362 


The Assets and Liabilities of the Currency Commissioners 
on the 31st December, 1911, were as follows :— 


Liabilites. Assets. 
$ c. $ ce. 
Deposits... se 38,837,513 98 Cash in Reserve s+ 22,518,132 96 
Investments ... +» 16,319,381 02 
TOTAL ... $38,837,513 98 TOTAL... $38,837,513 98 


MUNICIPAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The revenue of the three Municipalities amounted to 
$3,853,550, and their expenditure, excluding sums spent on 
Loan Works, to $3,769,167. The usual comparative statements 
of revenue and expenditure, and of the debts of the Boards, 
showing the provision made for repayment, appear below. 














REVENUE. 
1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1917. 
$ $ $ $ § 
Singapore... 2,306,749 2,429,892 2,448,179 2,512,507 «2,555,478 
Penang ve 906,139 1,002,057 1,002,472 += 1,103,587 1,206,244 
Malacca oe 88,416 92,545 68,647 76,853 91,828 
ToraL ... $3,301,304 3,524,494 3,519,298 3,692,947 3,853,550 
EXPENDITURE. 
1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911, 
$ $ $ $ $ 
Singapore... ——-2,245,623 2,286,071 2,191,299 2,446,041 2,527,579 
Penang s 872,223 933,807 1,026,676 1,116,307 —1,150,693 
Malacca on 100,176 92,082 61,538 76,282 90,895 





TOTAL ... $3,218,022 3,311,960 3,279,513 3,638,630 3,769,167 
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DEBTS OF MUNICIPALITIES AND PROVISION FOR 




















REPAYMENT. 
2 $ $ 
Singapore— 
Loan of 1889 @ 5% 400,000 
» 1890 @ 6% a8 400,000 
yy 1893 @ 5% 280,000 Sinking Fund @ 2%. 
Redeemed 202,000 5 
|_| ___ 78,000 
» 1897 @4% «+. | 500,000 
Unissued ... we | 75,500 
424,500 
Redeemed ++ | 127,200 
i————}_ 297,300] Annual drawings of 
» 5 1898 @ 4% ... .-- | 500,000 23% of Loan. 
Unissued ... wee | 472,000 
=a 28,000 
9 1899 @ 4% ... | 400,000 
Redeemed «++ | 336,000 
ef eS 64,000 
» 1901 @ 5% ... «+ {1,000,000} aera , 
in dG Oba =~ Fe3G0 cool $800,000 | Sinking Fund @ 2%. 
» 7 1902 @ 5%... ane ave 400,000 
» 4, 1907 @ 48% we] | 1,600,000 | | 
» 3 1909 @ 43% «.. we | ve | 1,000,000 | J 
Government Loan @ 43% ares on 3,000,000 
7,067,300 
Penang— 
Loan @ 5% Debenture Stock 1889} ... 2. inki 2 
- oe ‘dos 1891 | an ‘opingG ) Sinking Fund @ 2% 
» @5% do. 1901]... 500,000 5 per oor eae on 
» @5% ‘do. 1904/1. 600,000 amount of loan. 
» @4% Tramway Loan 1904 | 400,000] Annual repayments of 
1» @ 43% from Colonial Gov- | $20,000. (Six paid.) 
ernment 1907 (Part) | | 900,000] Sinking Fund @ 2% 
|__| per annum = on 
2,750,000 amount of Loan 
|-———_ ($1,500,000) _com- 
mencing in 1917. 
i 
Malacca— 
1885 Loan by Government $25,000 
@ 3% | «. 13,000} Annual repayments of 
1908 Do. $50,000 ! H | $500. 
@ 43%: .. | 42,000} Annual repayments of 
1909 Do. $14,000 $2,000. 
@ 48%) we 12,800| 22 Annual repayments 
1911 Do. $16,000 : of $600 & 1 of $800. 
@ 48%! «. | 16,000] 25 Annual repayments 
Ae of $640. 
83,800 
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The following return shows the revenue and expenditure of 
the Rural Boards, established to carry out in areas outside 
Municipal limits such of the provisions of the Municipal Ordinance 
as are applicable to country districts :— 


Singapore Island 
Penang Island 


Province Wellesley 


Dindings 
Malacca 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
$ $ 
30,054 72,382 
41,304 82,482 
. 169,547 192,066 

9,631 10,555 
2 156,252 181,043 


TANJONG PAGAR DOCK BOARD. 


The revenue and expenditure for the five years 1907-1911 


were as follows :— 


1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 


Revenue. 


$ c. 
6,145,579 25 


5,822,811 69 
5,849,063 00 
5,896,156 52 
5,740,965 09 


Expenditure. 


$ C 
4,484,476 20 
4,271,715 37 
4,267,797 27 
4,328,184 47 
4,074,669 33 


The capital debt due to Government including an estimated 
amount of $29,003,149.45 for initial cost stood at the end of 1911 
at $37,402,754.08 on which the Board pays interest at 4 per cent. 


In addition to the above-mentioned capital the Board 
has expended on new works and other expenditure of a 
permanent nature a sum of $2,768,313.38 from surplus revenue 
or reserve fund under Section 31 (2) of ‘The Tanjong Pagar 
Dock Ordinance 1905.” 


The following figures are taken from the Wharf Tonnage 


returns :— 


Number of vessels ... 

Tonnage 

Coal inwards and 
outwards 

Cargo inwards and 
outwards ae 





71907. 1908. 71909. 1910. 1917, 

2,556 2,364 2,366 2,393 2,528 
4,747,210 4,590,474 4,433,105 4,605,035 4,877,317 
1,111,682 1,145,435 1,160,711 1,063,768 1,084,974 
1,270,285 1,088,527 974,016 1,305,014 1,285,994 
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NEW WORKS AT TANJONG PAGAR. 


Lagoon Wet Dock and Main Wharf Re-construction. 


The questions at issue between the Dock Board and 
Messrs. John Aird & Company, the original contractors for 
these Works, reached a climax in the early part of the year and 
now form the subject of litigation between the two parties; as a 
result of this (and as Messrs. John Aird & Company refused to 
proceed) the Dock Board, on the 8th March, entered into 
possession of the works and of the entire Contractors’ Plant, 
Materials and Stock. Arrangements were thereupon made to 
proceed with and complete a portion of the New West Wharf by 
Departmental administration, and at the same time negotiations 
were opened up with another firm of Contractors to carry on and 
complete the whole of the works. As a result of these negotia- 
tions a Supplemental Contract was entered into with Messrs. 
Topham, Jones & Railton, Limited, and the works were duly 
handed over to them on the 18th July. : 


In the interval between the 8th March and 18th July a 
length of 500 feet of the New West Wharf (W. I. Cylinder 
Construction) was finished off and opened for traffic together 
with the area for the Godowns and Roadways behind this 
portion. 


Since taking over the works on the 18th July the new 
Contractors have pushed on vigorously with the Lagoon Dock, 
the first portion of the Trench for the East Wall of the Dock, 
which had been left untouched for over a year, was successfully 
bottomed up in November and the construction of this wall is 
now proceeding rapidly. The work of clearing away the Old 

’ Keppel Road where it crossed the North West corner of the Dock 
was also in hand and the necessary preparations made for starting 
the trench for the West Wall. 


During the progress of the work on the Main Wharf 
Re-construction, carried out Departmentally, 20,520 Tons of 
Granite Rubble were obtained from the 8th Mile Quarry at Bukit 
Timah, 1,737 Cubic Yards of Concrete were deposited, 590 Cubic 
Yards of Concrete Blocks set, and 545 Tons of Ironwork erected. 


Since 18th July, 1911,a total amount of £24,000 was paid to 
the New Contractors, the principal items of work executed by 
them since that date being 102,000 Cubic Yards of excavation 
from the Body of the Dock which has been used for the 
Reclamation of the Western Swamp, 7,000 Cubic Yards of 
Trench excavation, and 2,500 Cubic Yards of Concrete in the 
Dock Walls; the whole of the temporary Railways were 
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remodelled, and New Workshops erected by Messrs. Topham, 
Jones & Railton, Limited. . 


The average number of men employed by the Contractors 
on the Works and at the Quarries in December was 2,473. 


New Graving Dock at Keppel Harbour. 


Good progress was made on Messrs. Topham, Jones & 
Railton’s Contract for the construction of this Dock. 


The Concrete Side-Walls and Floor of the Dock were well 
advanced and at the end of the year there remained some 185 
feet of the West Wall, and 210 feet of the East Wall, for heights 
of 33’ 6" and 17’ 6" below Coping level, respectively, to be com- 
pleted; below that level the Walls were built for their entire 
length throughout the Dock, but there remained some 140 feet of 
the Concrete Floor still to be done. 


The portion of the West Entrance Wall inside the Coffer- 
dam was completed as far as was possible before the 
removal of the latter, and a similar portion of the East Entrance 
Wall, in which the Caisson Berth is formed, was in hand and was 
expected to be completed ready for the removal of the Dam early 
in 1912. The total quantity of Concrete deposited in the Dock and 
Entrance Walls inside the Cofferdam during the year was 53,313 
Cubic Yards, leaving 8,090 Cubic Yards still to be done, and the 
total quantity of excavation removed from the Body of the Dock 
during the year was 78,662 Cubic Yards, leaving 2,080 Cubic 
Yards to be dealt with. d 











The Concrete and Masonry for the Pumping Station, Non- 
return Valve Chamber and Boiler House were completed, 
entailing the deposit of some 7,524 Cubic Yards of Concrete, the 
building of 600. Square Yards of Glazed Brick facing, and the 
laying of 1,580 Square Yards of Asphalte during the year, as well 
as the building of the Superstructures of the Engine and Boiler 
Houses which was carried out by the Board. The erection of the 
Pumping Machinery which is being supplied under a Contract 
with Messrs. Gwynnes, Limited, isin hand, the whole of the 
Machinery having been delivered in the Colony and stored near 
the site on the Board’s premises. 


Outside the Cofferdam the West Entrance Wall was 
completed as far as was possible before the removal of the former. 
The temporary Staging for the Eastern portion of the East 
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Entrance Wall was erected and the excavation almost completed 
for a length of 80 feet. During the year under review some 55,000 
Cubic Feet of Cornish Granite Ashlar for the Outer and Inner 
Entrances, Caisson Stops, Copings, etc., were delivered and stacked 
on the ground and 83,073 Cubic Feet set in the work; a total 
quantity of 43,850 Cubic Yards of Granite Rubble was delivered 
on to the Works from the Quarry at Pulau Ubin; at the Block- 
yard some 3,280 Cubic Yards of Concrete Blocks and 31,200 
Cubic Feet of Concrete Ashlar were made, of which some 3,000 
Cubic Yards of Blocks and 10,800 Cubic Feet of Ashlar were in 
stock at the end of December ; the average number of men 
employed by the Contractors, Messrs. Topham, Jones & Railton, 
Limited, on the Works and at the Quarry was 1,166. 


A total amount of £235,300 had been paid to the 
Contractors for work done up to the end of 1911, out of which 
the sum of £133,000 was for work done during 1911. 


The two Caissons for this Dock are being supplied and erected 
under a Contract with the Thames Ironworks Company; the 
erection of No. 1 Caisson, on the Floor of the Dock near the 
Outer Entrance, which started in July is still proceeding and the 
erection of No. 2 Caisson was started in December. The average 
number of men employed on the erection of these Caissons 
varied from 65 in August to 121 in December. 


GOVERNMENT WHARVES, PENANG. 








Swettenham Pier Extension was completed on the 30th of 
June. Itis now 1,200 feet long and has a depth of 30 feet L. W. 
O. S. T. the whole length. 


The piling for the over-water godown is nearly completed, 
part of the decking is laid and the materials for the erection of 
the godown were expected in January, 1912. This godown is 
urgently required, particularly during the tobacco season. 


The fleet of lighters numberd 91. During the year six new 
lighters have been built at Prai Dock at a cost of $25,000, repairs 
to old lighters have been effected at a cost of $43,504.58 and six 
lighters have been condemned and sold. 


The profit on Revenue Account at Prai Dock for the year 
1911 was $65,442. 


The profit on Revenue Account of the Government Wharves 
Penang, for the year 1911 was $100,116. 
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TRADE. 


The trade of the Colony in 1911 was satisfactory. 


Compared with 1910 foreign imports of merchandise rose 
by 4 million pounds sterling or 10 per cent, and exports by 
2°4 million or 6°8 per cent. 


Import prices were higher than in the previous year 
and quantities of manufactured goods generally increased. 


Straits produce with stationary prices exhibit on the whole 
a decline in volume. 


The following figures show the value of the foreign trade 
of the Colony in thousands of pounds sterling :— 


7910. ° 1911, Increase. Decrease. 





74 £ £ £ £ 
Merchandise— 
Imports .. 40,343 44,373 4,030 
Exports .. 35,852 38,293 2,441 


Coin and Bullion— 
Imports «2,179 2,064 Jor 115 


Exports sae 1,970 1,594 ae 376 


The value of the inter-port trade including treasure was in 
thousands of pounds sterling :— 


1970. 1917. Increase. 
£ £ £ 
Imports we 2,439 3,252 813 
Exports Se SE QRALS. 2,986 713 


The aggregate gross trade was therefore £92°6 million 
pounds, an increase of £7°5 million, compared with 1910 or 
8°8 per cent. 
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Distributed according to classes the foreign trade records 
in thousands of pounds sterling are as follows :-— 


Imports. Exports. 
LS, 





CT ‘ Cc 7 
1910. 7917. 7910. 7911. 


£ £ £ £ 
1. Live Animals, Foods, 
Drinks and Narcotics 15,762 17,174 13,368 14,059 








2. Raw Materials «» 16,423 18,576 18,615 20,132 
3. Manufactured and 
Partly Manufactured 

Articles vas SB AST 8,623 3,869 4,103 

4, Coin and Bullion... 2,179 2,064 1,971 1,594 

Total ... 42,521 46,437 37,823 39,888 





The figures though exceeding those of the previous year do 
not denote a corresponding expansion of trade as prices of tin, 
rice and other articles were considerably higher and consignments 
of Para Rubber transhipped here and not marketed contributed 
to enhance values. 


Increased values of imports were chiefly seen in tin and ore, 
rice, provisions of all kinds, vegetables, fruits and onions, cotton 
piece goods, apparel and hosiery, fish, tobacco, coal, kachang and 
coconut oils, sugar, tea, drugs and medicines, raw hides, silk piece 
goods, hardware and ironware, wood, and cement. 


Decreased import values are apparent in opium, iron and 
steel, petroleum, jute gunnies, and matches. 


Exports gave increased values in tin, preserved pineapples, 
tapioca, rattans, tanned hides, and coffee, but the value of copra, 
gambier, spices, and phosphate of lime from Christmas Island 
declined though the quantity of the last named increased. 


QUANTITIES. 


Import quantities rose chiefly in cotton and silk piece goods, 
woollens, coal, cement, wheat flour, rice and bran, fish, malt 
liquors, sugar and tea, milk, tin plates, soap and soda, and tar. 
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Decreases were apparent principally in lubricating oil, petro- 
leum, spirits and wines, beans and peas, padi, sarongs and yarns, 
cotton blankets, and iron and steel. 


Export quantities of the following articles declined :—gutta 
jelutong, other guttas and rubbers except Para, copra, arecanuts, 
tapioca, sago, peppers, and gambier, increases occurring in Para 
rubber, preserved pineapples, rattans, tin, tanned hides, gum 
benjamin and coffee. : 


TRADE WITH BRITISH AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The trade with the United Kingdom, British Possessions 
and Protectorates, and Foreign Countries including coin and 
bullion, is given below in millions of dollars :— 








Imports. Exports. 
PSS SS 
71910. 719117.  19170.. 19717. 
$ $ $ $ 
United Kingdom 39°2 40°8 87°3 85°9 
British Possessions and 
Protectorates . 1886 212°6 916 8 101°8 
Foreign Countries . 1367 1446 1453 1542 


The following statement shows the position of the Colony 
asa market for British and European Foreign goods since 1896 
in thousands of pounds sterling :— 


71896. 1901 1906 
to to to 
7900. 7905. 7910. 1910. 191717. 
From United Kingdom ... £2,981 3,752 4,012 4,491 4,694 
» Continent of 
Europe and 
United States . £1,553 2,314 2,208 2,359 2,415 
British Excess . £1,428 1,438 1,804 2,132 2,279 











STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 1911. 15 


1896 1901 1906 
to to to 
7900. 1905. 1970. 1970. 19717. 





Percentage of Total. £ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom vig GOP “OPO 649" 65°6 66 


Continent of Europe and 
United States w 343 381355 344 34 


The articles which gave the largest increased values from 
the United Kingdom were cotton. piece goods and apparel, cigars 
and cigarettes, coal, woollen cloth, tin plates, malt liquors, 
hardware and ironware, boots and shoes, India-rubber goods, 
soap and soda, and paints, decreases being noticeable in the case 
of sarongs, cement, biscuits, cycles and motor cars, tramway and 
railway materials, steel, paper and stationery. 


Advances from the Continent were seen in import values 
from the following countries:—Germany, Austria, Denmark, 
Belgium, Italy, and Norway ; and reduced values from Holland 
and Spain, France showing little variation. 


The increases were chiefly as follows :—Austria in cotton 
piece goods, and apparel with hardware and ironware ; Germany 
in apparel and hosiery, cotton goods and woollen cloth, hardware 
and ironware, crockery, tinned provisions, beer and ale, and 
nails; Denmark, cement ; Belgium, crockery and porcelain ; Italy, 
cotton piece goods; Norway, milk; and Holland, cotton piece 
goods. 


The principal decreases were in glass and yarn from 
Belgium, sarongs from Italy, and sarongs and gin from Holland. 


From the United States import values decreased by over 
half a million dollars principally in petroleum, lubricating oil, 
hardware and ironware, and wheat flour; cigars and cigarettes, 
tobacco and lard shew advances. 


The total increase of exports to the United Kingdom is 
accounted for by advances in such articles as tin, Para rubber 
and preserved pineapples, but large decreases tuok place in gutta 
percha, India and Borneo rubbers, copra, pepper, gambier, sago 
and tapio€a. . 

Of exports to the Continent tin and Para rubber alone 


advanced to any large extent, declines being apparent in jelutong, 
gambier, copra, guttas and rubbers except Para, and illipi nuts. 


Exports to the United States advanced in tin, tapioca, 
rattans and Para rubber, declining in jelutong, gambier, pepper, 
Borneo rubber and copal. 
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Import values from Australia, India, Burma, Siam, Japan, 
the Federated Malay States, the Dutch Indies, Hongkong and 
China, and French Indo-China advanced, but there were 
decreases in the total values from Borneo and Sarawak and the 
Malay Peninsula excluding the Federated Malay States. 


There was a rise in the total value of exports to the 
Federated Malay States, and the other parts of the Malay 
Peninsula, Hongkong and China, the Dutch Indies and Japan, 
but exports to Australia, Siam, French Indo-China, and Borneo 
and Sarawak fell off. 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES. 


The cultivation of Para Rubber continued to increase in all 
parts of the Colony, and the total area planted with this product 
is now reported to be about 135,000 acres, of which 29,500 
acres are in Singapore, 80,424 acres in Malacca and 14,725 in 
Province Wellesley. The price remained very remunerative 
though the cost of labour has not been much reduced. Consi- 
derable interest attaches to the eradication of lallang areas in 
Malacca by the use of the steam plough. 


There was no large increase in other forms of cultivation. 
Tapioca, in spite of a high price, continued to be removed from 
rubber estates where it had been interplanted and the same is to 
be said of gambier. Latterly, however, there has been renewed 
attention to tapioca. 


Following on an exceptionally short rainfall which in some 
parts of the Colony amounted toa drought, the fruit crop was 
prolific, though the actual number of trees was less than in 
previous years. Pineapples commanded a good price and were 
largely planted asa catch crop with Para rubber. 


The price for coconuts was also generally higher than in the 
last few years and considerable attention, though not as much as 
is deserved, was given to its cultivation. 





The padi crop was generally poor and suffered from a 
variety of causes; the Bruas District alone secured a good crop. 
The cultivation of padi generally is reported to show a decrease, 
but this is probably not more than a temporary phenomenon. 
Malacca lost many buffaloes in a severe outbreak of rinderpest 
and many of the cultivators were kept from work by an epidemic 
of small-pox ; the diminution is perhaps also due in part to the 
good wages which can be obtained on rubber estates for work 
far easier than the toil of the padi fields. 
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LAND GRANTS. 
The area of Crown Land alienated, and the number of 


Statutory Grants issued and the premia paid for the same during 
the last five years are as follows :— 





SINGAPORE. 
1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 
AD BSE By ae, Mee Ee Re Bs Pie kt RP, 
Area granted ... + 119 3 28 419 3.12 338 2 14 4,542 1 30 4,944 3 02 
sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. 


327,687 183,543 45,514 22,956 206,010 
Number of Statutory Grants 


issued on 3 63 144 33 -100 127 
Premia paid... «++ $12,623.00 $6,715.00 $13,202.90 $154,506.77 $148,222.79 
PENANG. 

1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 





ACR. Ps, VASERS PR). VALOR SBS. DAs CRE PS | vA RP? 
Area granted ... +++ 6,927 335 663 1 08 723 1 05 4,004 1 06 2,764 0 04 


sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. 
300,916 232,191 7,535 76,423 409,787 
Number of Statutory Grants 





issued we + 352 63 102 129 169 
Premia paid ... s+ $10,532.66 $3,113.85 $4,890.75 $16,275.97 $14,310.19 
MALACCA. 

1907. 7908. 1909. 1910, 1911, 
AOR. Ps CAORIOP, ARUP). A. Ri Py (ACR, Pi 
Area granted ... «+» 10,451116 7,897 0 10 4,025 1 212,716 0 37 1,789011 
sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. 
9,159 82,797 one 22,440 43,328 
Number of Statutory Grants 
issued ae a8 *270 341 +270 266 212 
Premia paid... «+ 51,774.70 $32,274.55 $42,895.40 $114,553.50 $105,485 





* 249 Statutory Grants, 21 Mining Leases. + 265 Statutory Grants, 4 Mining 
Leases and one Freehold Grant. 


SHIPPING. 


The total tonnage of merchant vessels arriving and departing 
was 24,066,904 as compared with 23,429,495 in 1910. Fuller 
particulars will be found in the appended comparative table. 
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From the above table it will be seen that the following 
countries show an increased tonnage, entered and cleared, in 1911 
as compared with 1910:—Great Britain 231,611; Denmark 
2,696; Holland 298,218; Germany 27,323; Japan 156,264; 
Russia 106,579; Siam 48,912; and Spain 7,456. 


The following countries show a decrease :— 


America 662; Austria 6,469; China 3,186; France 107,845; 
Italy 33,368; Norway 35,790; Sarawak 886; and Sweden 
53,444. 


Comparative Statement of Merchant Vessels Inwards and 
Outwards for last Five Years. 


1907. 71908. 71909. 1910. 1911. 





Total tonnage Entered 
and Cleared sss 20,328,760 21,750,245 22,192,354 23,429,495 24,066,904 


It will thus be seen that the tonnage, as compared with 1907, 
has increased by 3,738,144. 


Native Craft and Steamers under 50 Tons. 











7910. ° 7917. 
SN CSS 
No, Tons. No. Tons. 
Arrivals 1. 19,486 765,881 20,026 812,352 
Departures . 19,522 763,716 20,072 825,321 
Total ... 39,008 1,529,597 40,098 1,637,673 





The increase as compared with 1910 is 108,076 tons. 


Comparative Statement of Tonnage of Native Craft and 
Steamers under 50 Tons, Entered and Cleared, 
for last Five Years. 
1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 





Total tonnage Entered 
and Cleared ve 1,464,048 1,455,436 1,347,201 1,529,597 1,637,673 
As compared with 1907 this native craft tonnage has 
increased by 173,625 tons. 


In Singapore during the year nine new steamers with a 
tonnage of 2,570 tons gross and 29 sailing vessels of 2,687 tons 
were registered under the Imperial Shipping Acts. Ten new 
sailing vessels of 1,088 tons were registered under Ordinance V of 
1883; also 941 of 7,837 tons in all under Ordinance VIII of 1872. 
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LEGISLATION. 


The legislation of the year was not of great bulk. Twenty- 
three Ordinances were passed, of which thirteen were principal 
Ordinances, and ten amending Ordinances. 


Of the principal Ordinances, the most important are :— 


(1) The Public Officers’ Guarantee Fund Ordinance which 
established a fund consisting of the contributions of public 
officers required to give security for the due and faithful 
discharge of their duties. The fund is administered by a Board 
of three Directors, being public officers nominated by the 
Governor, any two of whom form a quorum. The Ordinance 
differs from that of 1900 which it repeals in requiring no entrance 
fee, in reducing the annual contribution from one to one-half per 
cent, in abolishing the disability of officers to sue in respect of 
the fund, and in abolishing also the provision as to quinquennial 
adjustments : 





(2) The Tamil Immigration Fund Ordinance incorporates, 
on the lines of a similar enactment (No. 2 of 1911) of the 
Federated Malay States, the resolutions of the Malaya Planters’ 
Association, fixing the maximum assessment leviable on em- 
ployers (other than the Government, which is exempted) of 
Tamil labour, empowering the Immigration Committee to 
borrow monies when necessary, and prescribing that the fund 
formed by the payments of the employers may be disbursed 
towards free passages for labourers and their families from India, 
payment of interest on sums borrowed by the Committee, 
expenses in connection with quarantine, and the maintenance of 
a home for decrepit estate-labourers: 


(3) Two other Ordinances, No. VII and No. XXI, deal with 
the interests of labourers on estates. No. VII is devoted more 
particularly to providing adequate protection for their health by 

- means of proper house-accommodation, water supply, sanitary 
and hospital arrangements, while No. XXI provides for the 
prohibition of the employment of any class of labourers on 
agricultural estates or other places of work where the supervision 
is found to be inadequate or ineffective against ill-usage or ill- 
treatment: 


(4) The Deceased Wife’s Sister’s Marriage Ordinance gives 
the same validity to a marriage between a man and the sister of 
his deceased wife, when contracted in the Colony, as the 
Imperial Act of 1907 (7 Edw. VII, c. 47) gives to such a marriage 
when contracted in the United Kingdom : 


(5) The Traction Engines and Motor Cars Ordinance 
provides, in view of the invention of the motor car and its 
Increasing use in the Colony, a more adequate means than was 
afforded by the prior Locomotive Ordinance (No. VIII of 1871) 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 1911. 41 


of regulating, in the interests of public safety and convenience, 
the use of locomotives and other carriages propelled by other 
than animal power. 


Other Ordinances deserving special mention are :— 


(1) The Labuan Ordinance constituting Labuan with its 
dependencies a separate Settlement instead of being, as it was 
since its incorporation with this Colony in 1907, part of the 
Settlement of Singapore, and making special provisions, in view 
of the Merchant Shipping Ordinance (No. X of 1910), for the 
survey of steamers engaged in the Labuan local trade, and for 
the grant of certificates of competency to mariners: 


(2) The Bankruptcy Ordinance Amendment Ordinance 
establishing the like reciprocity between the Bankruptcy Courts 
of the Colony and of the Federated Malay States to that which 
exists, under section 118 of the Imperial Bankruptcy Act (46 and 
47 Vict. c. 52), between the various Bankruptcy Courts of the 
British Empire, i.e, by the mutual action of one Court in aid 
of the other : 


(3) The Volunteer Ordinance Amendment Ordinance pro- 
viding for the discipline of individual members of a force raised 
in the United Kingdom, India, or another Colony or the 
Federated Malay States, when attached to or doing duty with 
any portion of the Volunteer forces of the Straits Settlements, by 
subjecting them to the same laws and regulations as the corps to 
which they are attached is itself subject : 














(4) The Conveyancing and Law of Property Ordinance - 
Amendment Ordinance obviating the inconvenience hitherto 
involved in a prospective purchaser of a deceased person’s 
land being bound to enquire into the necessity or propriety of 
the sale or mortgage, by prescribing that the sale or mortgage 
made by the legal personal representatives after six years from 
the deceased’s death be valid if either (a) sanctioned by the 
Court, or (6) made under an express or implied power to that 
effect contained in the deceased’s will: 





(5) The Prisons Ordinance Amendment Ordinance prescrib- 
ing the registration and complete record of vagrants in addition 
to that of persons convicted in the Colony, and of persons ordered 
to be banished : 





(6) The Societies Ordinance Amendment Ordinance estab- 
lishing, under certain circumstances, the presumption of 
membership of a Triad Society, and empowering the Governor 
in Council to dissolve a society not only when it is being used 
for manifestly unlawful purposes or to the danger of peace and 
good order in the Colony, but also when its objects appear 
incompatible with its purposes and rules as entered in the 
Register of Societies. 
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EDUCATION. 


There are in the Colony 184 vernacular schools where the 
teaching is in Malay. Free tuition up to the Fifth Standard is 
provided by the Government at these schools to some twelve 
thousand one hundred boys and girls. The Government also 
finances and controls eight schools where the teaching is in 
English and goes up to the Seventh Standard. 


There are also thirty-two aided-schools managed by private 
bodies and in receipt of grants-in-aid from Government. 





The net expenditure on Government English schools was 
$79,961, on aided-schools (English, Anglo-Tamil, Tamil and 
Chinese) $119,187.50, and on Government vernacular schools, 
$98,602.76. 

The Malacca Training College for Malay Teachers continued 
to do good work. Its cost, during the year under review, was 
$8,399.64. The supply of trained teachers from the institution is 
still, however, below the demand and is likely to remain so for 
some years to come. 


The number of pupils leaving school at an early age 
continues high. This is due to the demand for clerks and assist- 
ants of all kinds with some knowledge of English, and it is 
difficult to see how it can be prevented. 


The Normal Classes continued their work during the year 
with good results, but the tendency to pass into more lucrative 
occupations is apparent even among trained teachers. 


The Training Class for girls in Singapore dealt with four 
students in their second year and two in their first. The four all 
passed well in November and obtained their certificates and are all 
now employed as teachers. The other two are continuing the 
course and there are four new students. The class is under the 
control of the Headmistress of the Raffles Girls’ School. A 
similar class in Penang was poorly attended and fresh arrange- 
ments are being made. 











In Penang there is an increase of nearly 100 in the enrolment 
of girls at the English schools, chiefly among the Chinese, who 
are now taking more interest in female education. In Singapoie 
there is an increase of over 100. 


GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
HOSPITALS. 


The accommodation in all hospitals was taxed to its utmost 
throughout most of the year, and during the months of May, June 
and July, when a serious epidemic of Malaria was raging in all 
Settlements, special arrangements had to be made to provide for 
the numbers of patients asking admittance. The total number of 
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admissions to hospitals exclusive of the Lunatic Asylum was 
44,026 as compared with 32,979 in 1910 and 27,543 in 1909, an 
increase in 2 years of 16,483. ; 

Two hundred and twenty patients were admitted into the 
Lunatic Asylum, Singapore, as against 228 in 1910. 

The number of patients treated in the hospitals was 46,962 
of whom 1,702 were Europeans. In 1910 the corresponding 
numbers were 35,684 and 1,463 respectively. Deaths numbered 
6,124 (82 being Europeans), as against 4,529 and 64 in 1910. 
The rate of mortality shows a rise, the figures being, for 1910, 
12°69 and, for 1911, 13°04 per cent of the total cases treated. 


The number of inmates in the Leper Asylums of the Colony 
increased from 440 on the 31st December, 1910, to 471 at the 
end of the year under review. The number of deaths for 1911 
being 173. 

REFORMATORY. 


The expenditure of this institution, exclusive of the 
salaries of the Superintendent and Warders, was $9,820.69 
in 1911, as against $9,172.61 for the preceding year. The 
average daily muster was a little higher, the actual figurcs being, 
in 1910, 68°37, in 1911, 71:19. There remained 74 boys on the 
31st December. The health of the inmates was good. They 
are taught English and Romanized Malay. The boys make bread 
and grow vegetables, for their own consumption, and are taught 
other trades, such as carpentering, tailoring and shoemaking, 
which may be useful to them on release. 

SAVINGS BANK. 

The amount at the credit of the depositors in the 
Government Savings Bank on the 31st December, 1911, was 
$756,538, the highest sum reached. The average amount at the 
credit of each depositor was $157.21. 

The deposits were $536,502, ascompared with $509,362 in 
1910. 
The deposits exceeded the withdrawals by $62,761. 

There was a profit on the year’s working of $3,151. The 
present value of the investments is as follows :— 





$ 

India 34 per cent Rupee Paper .. 462,550 
Singapore Municipal Bonds at 5 percent 64,670 

Do. do. atte iy 16,125 

Do. do. at 4 i 45,770 
Fixed Deposits in Banks... ... 104,000 
Various 3 per cent Colonial Guaranteed 

and Corporation Stocks ... ... 65,481 





Total ... $758,596 
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POLICE. 


The Police Force numbers over 2,500 men, of whom 378 are 
Sikhs. 


Sixty-four boys joined the Training Depét at Malacca in 
1911, and fifty-two were drafted from the Depdt into the Force. 


Three hundred and ninety-nine recruits joined the Force 
during the year, of these 11 were Europeans and 57 Sikhs. 


PRISONS. 


The daily average number of prisoners in the various prisons 
during 1910 and 1911 was as follows :— 


1910. 1917. 
3 Criminal ... 877 777 
Singapore... | Civil a 273 67 

P } Criminal ... 255°79 277°53 
SHADES Sl Civil 1. 29°46 29°37 
a Criminal ... 33°32 33°99 
BPBeCA. Be Civil mY 85 20°61 





The practice of banishing habitual criminals (297 in 1911) 
has been continued. 


The health of the prisoners was good, the number of 
deaths being: at Singapore 36, at Penang 19 and at Malacca 
one. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


Twenty-eight murders and 52 gang robberies were reported 
during the year; of the latter 11 were not substantiated in the 
preliminary investigation. 


The returns do not disclose any abnormal features. 


One hundred and twenty-six persons as against 116 in 1910 
were tried before the Supreme Court. Murder, gang robbery, 
counterfeiting coins, and returning from banishment were the 
principal ctimes. Eighteen persons were convicted of returning 
from banishment. The lower Courts had to deal with a smaller 
number of cases than in the previous year. The total number 
disposed of was 17,051,.a decrease of 1,632 cases over the figures 
for 1910. 
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VITAL STATISTICS. 


The Census population of the Colony was 711,951 as 
compared with the estimated population of 653,853 for 1910, the 
figures given by the Census of 1901 being 572,249. Eighteen 
thousand and sixty-nine births and 33,072 deaths were registered 
as against 18,012 and 27,484, respectively, in 1910. 


The death-rate was 46°45 per mille of the population. The 
rate in 1910 was 41°88 and in 1909, 37°40. 


The birth-rate was 25°38 per mille, compared with 27°55 
in 1910. 


The deaths from the more important infectious diseases 
in 1911, excluding imported cases landed on, or occurring 
amongst contacts on, the Quarantine Islands, were as follows :— 


Small-pox: 393 as compared with 522 in 1910. 
Cholera: 343 as compared with 247 in 1910. 
Plague: 32 as compared with 5 in 1910. 


The deaths from Beri-beri were 2,056 as compared with 
1,737 for the previous year, an increase of 319. The use of 
cured rice in the different institutions of the Colonies has 
lessened the death-rate from this disease. Although the actual 
cause of the disease still awaits elucidation, there can be little 
doubt that the consumption of over-miiled rice is a big factor in 
its incidence. : 


Phthisis has increased in a markedly unhealthy year, there 
being 2,907 deaths returned from this disease, compared with 
2,571 for 1910, 2,659 in 1909 and 2,988 in 1908. It must 
be remembered that with the greater facilities for travelling in 
the Straits more decrepits find their way into the big towns 
to increase the death-rate and our population has been shown 
to have increased 139,702 in the past ten years. Improvement 
in,the death-rate from this disease is hoped to be shown in a few 
years when time is given for the sanitary conditions of the bigger 
towns to improve by the gradual construction of back-lanes, 
improved drainage, more cubic space and less overcrowding, 
more air and sunlight, etc., matters now being taken in hand 
by the Municipalities. Any comprehensive scheme for dealing 
with this disease would necessitate a sanatorium with attached 
hospital to the former of which the earlier cases amongst the 
poor could be sent and to the latter the advanced cases, thus 
doing away with the chief source of infection as far as possible. 





Pa 
} 
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Dysentery was the cause of 2,035 deaths. The figures for 
1910 being 1,329 and for 1909, 1,211. A large addition to the 
water supply of Singapore has but lately been completed, 
improvement to the water supply of other districts is under 
consideration, and it is trusted that progress on these lines may 
tend to lessen the incidence of the disease. 


Malaria.—There was widespread increase of Malaria through- 
out all Settlements, an increase which has been steady and 
progressive for several years as shown by the hospital admissions. 
The death-rate from this disease also shows corresponding 
increase, a conspicuous feature being the number of cases of a 
malignant type. The deaths from Malaria in all Settlements 
excluding Labuan were 5,769 for the year, compared with 3,245 in 
1910 and 2,589 in 1909. A crusade against this disease is being 
undertaken, but some years must elapse before any very tangible 
results are likely to be seen. : 





During the year the Estate Labourers Protection of Health 
Ordinance has been passed. This should lead, when in full 
work, to some reduction in our death-rate, more especially from 
Malaria and Dysentery, for it is undoubted that many broken- 
down coolies from Estates proceed to the nearest town where 
they not only increase the death-rate but are also a source of 
danger to those around them. 








CLIMATE. 


The mea temperature of the air in Singapore was 81°3° 
with a maximum of 94'8° on April 14th and a minimum of 
69°2° on February 25th: that of Penang being 81°7°, the highest 
temperature recorded being 94° March 6th, the lowest 70°: on 
March 16th. 


In Province Wellesley the mean temperature was 81°4°: 
the maximum being 96° on April 4th, the minimum 66°5° on 
February 23rd. In Malacca the mean temperature was 80°2° 
with the maximum of 93°5° on March 11th, the lowest 68° on 
March 26th. In Labuan the mean temperature was 81°6°, the 
maximum recorded 93° on March 17th, the minimum 71° on 
July Ist. 


Rainfall :—Singapore ve -.. 92°72 inches. 
Labuan aA we 99°82 e 
Penang see som, 685270 i 
Province Wellesley .. 68°65 is 
Malacca sa ve 67°44 


Dindings nae Ocoee 5 
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The prevailing direction of the wind changes with the N. E. 
and S. W. Monsoons. The former blowing from November to 
April and the latter from May to October. 


POSTAL, TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICE. 


Money Order Agreements were concluded with the Post 
Office of Netherlands East India and Indo-China, and the 
Commission on Money Orders drawn on the United Kingdom, 
British Colonies and foreign countries was reduced from 14% to 
1%. The parcel post was extended to Trengganu and the 
insurance system for parcels and letters to Siam. 


The number of postal articles (excluding parcels) posted in 
the Colony was 8,089,698, an average of 11°2 per inhabitant. 
The number received for delivery was 6,896,788. The number 
of messages transmitted over the Government telegraph lines 
increased from 218,102 to 228,499, and the number of subscribers 
to the Government telephone exchanges from 389 to 440. 


IMMIGRATION. 


(I). CHINESE. 


Immigrants from China during the year 1911 numbered 
269,854, an increase of 24°7 per cent over the figure for the year 
1910, and of 18°6 per cent over that for the year 1907, the 
previous highest figure. 


_ Adult females to the number of 22.738 arrived during the 
year 1712, all increase ot 6,343 or 38°7 per cent over the number 
for 1910. The females for the first time amount to 10 per cent 
of the males. 


Two thousand six hundred and eleven infants of one year 
of age.and under arrived in the Colony, of whom 1,837 landed 
at Singapore. Of those who landed at Singapore 637 were 

. reported as leaving for other ports and the balance of 1,200 were 
probably added to the population of the town. 


The number of “unpaid passengers,” i.¢., labourers who 
obtain free passages from China in consideration of a promise to 
enter into contracts in Singapore, was 24,345, an increase of 410 
over the number for 1910, and the highest figure since 1900. 
Only 445 arrived in the month of December. These unpaid 
passengers formed 10°7 per cent of the total adult: male immi- 
grants as against 12°9.per cent in 1910. 
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There were again poor harvests throughout South China 
partly due to extensive floods. Famine resulted in many places. 
During the last four months of the year rice was dear in China 
as elsewhere. The demand for Chinese contract labour fluctuated 
and was on two occasions exceeded by the supply. 


The total for the last five years are as follows :— 





Year. Men. Women. Boys. Girls. Total 
1907 197,284 16,265 10,377 3,416 227,342 
1908 129,913 12,909 7,767 2,863 153,452 
1909 128,878 12,126 7,946 2,802 151,752 
1910 184,856 16,395 11,522 3,548 216,321 
1911 226,126 22,738 16,033 4,957 269,854 


(II). INDIAN. 


The figures for the last five years are appended :— 





1907. 71908. 71909. 71910. 1917. 

1. Statute Immigrants ... 5,499 5,456 4,119 2,523 None. 
2. Free Coolies (with 

aided tickets) sa 24,709 20,049 20,289 56,002 78,356 


3. Other Immigrants ... 31,922 29,017 25,409 25,198 30,115 


The “ other immigrants” include 20 dependents and 7,253 
children. The importation of statute immigrants (indentured 
labourers) has ceased, but there has been a very large increase. in 
the number of free immigrants with cheap tickets. The number 
of passengers with ordinary passage tickets is the largest recorded 
since 1907. This large increase is due to the requirements of 
the rubber-planting industry. 


The number of Indians leaving the Colony for Southern 
India was 46,464 adults and 1,639 children, as against 37,829 
adults and 1,251 children in 1910. 


The excess of immigrants over emigrants amounts to 56,754 
adults and 5,614 children, as against an excess of 40,529 adults 
and 4,114 children in the previous year. 


MONOPOLIES. 


During the year 1911, 3,952 chests of opium (Indian 
and Persian) were cooked at the Factory giving a total yield 
of 4,713,108 tahils of chandu, an increase of 1,689,463 tahils 
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over 1910. From January Ist, 1911, the whole of the Federated 
Malay States and the States under British protection (excluding 
Kelantan and Trengganu) obtained their chandu from Singapore, 
thus causing an enlarged output at the Factory. 


As in 1910, the price of raw opium varied very greatly. 
The lowest was $900 per chest in July, and the highest $2,300 in 
September. No alteration was made in the selling price of 
chandu to licensees or by licensees to the public. 


The total number of tahils scold in the three Settlements 
amounted to 1,769,506, made up as follows :— 


Singapore 1,064,499, Penang 511,792, and Malacca 193,215, 
and total cash received for above sales amounted to $7,707,068.15. 


The revenue collected in respect of liquor duty, store 
rent, distillery rent and toddy farms amounted to $665,258.02 in 
Singapore, $505,537.98 in Penang and $164,386.67 in Malacca, 
giving a total of $1,335,182.67. 


During the year 281 prosecutions were instituted in Singa- 
pore for unlicensed selling and other offences against the Chandu 
and Liquors Ordinances and the Deleterious Drugs Ordinance, 
211 in Penang and 97 in Malacca. Seizures were made of 
6,434 tahils of opium, 7,915°57 tahils of chandu, 454 ounces of 
cocaine, 281 ounces of morphia, and 360 packages of bhang. 


PUBLIC WORKS. 


SINGAPORE. 


Among the public works completed during the year were the 
construction of a sea wall, Johnston’s Pier, to connect the old 
with the new Reclamation; Rebuilding the quarters of the 
Director of Raffles Museum; Alterations to Raffles Library and 
Museum; Filling in and raising low-lying ground, Penang 
Road; an Inspection Shed of steel and corrugated iron, St. 
John’s Island; Dredging and reclamation of swamps, Singapore 
River; Police Station and Kitchens, Pasir Panjang; Renewing 
wooden decking, Horsburgh Lighthouse, in armoured concrete; 
Quarters for Government Officers, Goodwood Estate; Quarters 
for an Assistant Surgeon and for two Dressers and a Ward for 
the Blind, at Tan Tock Seng Hospital; a Sub-Post Office at 
Kampong Malayu; and a Landing Place for Cattle, Middle 
Road. 
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No new roads or bridges were constructed during the year, 
but two small culverts were built and the decking renewed to a 
12ft. span bridge in armoured concrete. The Country roads, 
bridges and culverts were maintained in good order throughout 
the year. 


PENANG. 


In addition to the general maintenance of roads, bridges and 
buildings the following were the more important of the public 
works carried out during the year, viz. :— 


Roads.—Re-metalling about four miles of main road with 
granite; Laying down track metalling for two miles on the Bruas- 
Lumut Road, Dindings; Rebuilding two bridges; Extension of 
masonry drains at Balik Pulau and Tanjong Tokong; and widen- 
ing and improving road at Bagan Jermal. 


Buildings.—Fixing an electric light installation in the 
General Hospital; adding a verandah to the European Warders’ 
Quarters ; and new bath rooms and latrine for the Female Pauper 
Ward at the General Hospital. 


The New Quarantine Camp at Pulau Jerejak was completed 
and opened for use. 


A new reservoir dam was commenced at Lumut and new 
pipe lines laid. 


PROVINCE WELLESLEY. 


Among the more important works completed during the year 
were the rearrangement of the District Offices and Court House 
at Bukit Mertajam, the reconstruction of Permatang Pauh 
Pontoon Bridge and the construction of the main drain at 
Nibong Tebal village. 


Good progress was made with the work of raising the dam 
of the Bukit Seraya reservoir, the sum of $32,334 being spent 
on a total estimate of $90,000. A beginning was also made with 
the erection of ferro-concrete posts along the Kedah frontier. 


One hundred and ninety-eight miles of road, of which 148 
are metalled, were maintained at a cost of $124,024. One 30 ft. 
span Bridge was reconstructed in ferro-concrete, the wooden 
decking of Juru Bridge was renewed in tar concrete and 14 
culvert and small bridges were reconstructed in permanent 
materials. 


The Muda and Krian Bunds and drainage channels were 
satisfactorily maintained at a cost of $3,282. 
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MALACCA, 


A sum of $149,999 of which $56,898 was Government 
contribution, was expended by the Rural Boardon the mainten- 
ance of 294°50 miles of roads, giving an average of $509.34 per 
mile. 


Five wooden bridges and ten wooden culverts were renewed 
in reinforced concrete. 


The sum of $89,991.52 was spent during the year out 
of a total estimated sum of $205,000 on improvement of the 
main roads by metalling in granite, and deviations were completed 
at Chabau and on the Jasin Road. 


The Grab Dredger was employed during the year in 
removing 69,396°57 tons of silt from the entrance channel of the 
Malacca River. This silt was used in the reclamation work close 
at hand at 19°59 cents per ton. 


The construction of a Revetment wall to part of the Reclama- 
tion cost $14,998.45. 


SINGAPORE HARBOUR WORKS. 


Progress was delayed during the year owing to diffi- 
culties in connection with the foundations of the Quay 
Wall. 


It is hoped that these are now overcome and that this work 
will now proceed with rapidity. 


A total length of 4,140 feet of wall was complete at the end 
of the year. 


Filling up the reclaimed area with dredgings and covering 
with material from Mount Wallich was continued and 41 acres 
are completed. 


In the Inner South Mole during the year there were 
deposited 241,304 tons of granite rubble obtained from the 
Quarry at Pulau Ubin. 


The average number of men employed at the end of the year 
was 626 at Pulau Ubin Quarry including 46 Europeans, and 
1,229 men on the Telok Ayer Quay Wall and Reclamation 
including 53 Europeans. 


A total amount of £228,500 was paid to the Contractors on 
account of work done during 1911. 
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LABUAN. 


The revenue was $78,990.04 as compared with $89,355 in 
the previous year. The expenditure amounted to $104,689.93 as 
against $104,650.04 in 1910. 


On the 9th March, the mines at Coal Point, where the 
Labuan Coalfields Company, Limited, employed about thirteen 
Europeans and eight hundred Chinese, were closed. This was a 
serious blow to the prosperity of Labuan and the effect is shown 
by the following figures which give the comparative values of the 
trade of the island for the past three years :— 





7909. 7910. 7977. 
$ $ $ 
Merchandise— 
Imports . 1,308,077 1,437,390 1,258,884 
Exports . 1,139,764 1,217,132 1,074,737 
Total ... 2,447,841 2,654,522 2,333,621 





The Imports and Exports to ports other than the Straits 
Settlements ports were :— 





71909. 7910. 71911. 
43 $ $ 
Imports tos 615,051 834,647 662,812 
Exports 2 724,631 489,408 647,834 
Total ... 1,339,682 1,324,055 1,310,646 





The importation of Brunei Coal from the Sarawak Govern- 
ment mines increased towards the end of the year. 


A very small quantity of coal cargo was exported, the total 
being 740 tons. 17,748 tons were exported as cargoes and 
bunkers, being 74,475 tons less than in the previous year. 


The tonnage of shipping which entered Port Victoria and 
cleared was 136,884 (British 42,288 tons and Foreign 94,596 
tons) as compared with 282,742 (British 152,668 tons and 
Foreign 130,074 tons) in 1910, and 165,137 (British 70,153 tons 
and Foreign 94,984 tons) in 1909, 
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H.M. S. Merlin arrived on the Station in May and com- 
menced the new survey of Victoria Harbour, Brunei Bay, and 
the coast towards Baram Point. 


On the 17th April an occulting light (4th order), white and 
red, visible 7 seconds and eclipsed 3 seconds, distant 14 miles, 
was established on Papan Island. 


The total expenditure of the Public Works Department was 
$35,378, which included $4,836 for Personal Emoluments, as 
against $42,199 in 1910. The T head of the Government 
pier was renewed, a new Malay School was built, the public 
slaughter-house was renewed, extensive repairs were made to 
Government House, and an additional block of barracks for 
married Police Constables was nearly completed. A sum of 
$27,000 for a Lighthouse and Lantern on Kuruman Island was 
estimated, but only a sum of $916 was spent as the site for the 
buildings was not fixed till late in the year. 


The re-survey of Labuan was continued and the work done 
may be considered satisfactory. 


The Census of Labuan was taken at midnight on the 10th 
March, 1911, and the population was 6,546 persons consisting of 
3,662 males and 2,884 females. The European and allied races 





accounted for 34 (25 ma. 
females), Chinese 1,799 


les, 9 females), Eurasians 20 (9 males, 11 
(1,261 males, 538 females), Malays 3,163 


(1,578 males, 1,585 females), Malays of Archipelago 1,271 (623 


males, 648 females), In 


ians 193 (140 males, 53 females), others 


66 (26 males, 40 females). About 1,000 Chinese and 7 Europeans 
employed in and about the coal mines left the Island before the 
taking of the Census. The total number of births registered was 
189 and deaths 183. No epidemic or contagious disease occurred. 
The total number of patients treated in the Hospital was 296, of 
whom seven were Europeans, as against 338 in 1910 and 307 in 
1909. The total rainfall was 99°82 inches as compared with 
151°25 in 1910 and 114 in 1909. The mean temperature of the 
air was 81'51° F. (mean maximum 87°47° F. and mean minimum 
75°76° F.), as compared with 83°51° F. (maximum 83°55° F., 
minimum 76°38° F.) in 1910 and 83°36° F. (maximum 86°49° F., 
minimum 76°77° F.) in 1909. The highest temperature recorded 
was 94° F. and the lowest 71° F. as against 93° F.and 72° F. in 
1910, and 91° F. and 70° F. in 1909. 








The Police Force consisted of one European Inspector, 40 
Sikhs and 45 Malays. Of the above 11 Sikhs and 20 Malays did 
duty in Brunei. There were two murder cases during the year, 
one of a Chinaman by a Chinaman who was sentenced to death 
by the Chief Justice at Singapore; and another of a Sikh Police 
Constable. In all 89 cases came before the Courts. There were 
15 prisoners in the Labuan Criminal Prison on the Ist January 
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and 35 were received in 1911. Of these 29 were discharged. and 
one died leaving 20 in prison on 31st December. The daily 
average number of prisoners in the Criminal Prison was 15°77. 
There were no prisoners in the Civil Prison during the year. 


The Coronation festivities were held on the 22nd and 23rd 
June, the Sultan of Brunei, who had never left his State before, 
being present with 600 of his followers. 


CHRISTMAS ISLAND. 


The revenue was $86,759.57 as compared with $85,023.34 
in 1909. The expenditure was $16,155.67. 


The total tonnage cleared from the Port was 70,399 as 
against 68,011 in 1910. 


Imports were valued at $130,452. 


The export of phosphate of lime amounted to 152,865 tons 
as compared with 105,481 tons in 1910. The largest amount 
exported in any previous year was 137,700 tons. 


The population on the 31st December, 1911, was 1,384 and 
included 23 Europeans, 12 Eurasians, 41 Sikhs, 53 Malays, 8 
Japanese and 1,247 Chinese. There were 23 deaths during the 
year and no births. 


The health of those on the island was good; the death-rate 
per mille from all causes was 16°66, showing a reduction of two 
as compared with the previous year. Of the 19 deaths in 
Hospital six were due to beri-beri. One hundred and six cases 
of this disease were admitted during the year, which is the 
smallest number of admissions for beri-beri recorded on the 
Island. 


There was one case of serious crime during the year. 


The rainfall for 1911 amounted to 70°68 inches, rain falling 
on 158 days. The heaviest rainfall for a single day was 4°45 
inches in May. The highest temperature recorded was 93°2, the 
lowest 67°2 and the mean temperature 80°5. 


Steady progress was made with the construction of a 
large shed and conveyer for granular phosphate. Work was also 
begun on the Railway. Preparations were also being made 
for building a new steel pier considerably larger than either of 
the existing piers so as to facilitate the landing of the railway 
material. 
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GENERAL. 


On the 22nd June festivities in honour of the Coronation of 
His Majesty King GEORGE V were celebrated throughout the 
Colony by all sections of the community. 


The Kwong-Wai-Shiu Hospital, endowed and supported by 
subscriptions from the Cantonese and Hakkas of three prefectures 
near Canton, was opened at the beginning of May on the site of 
the Old Tan Tock Seng Pauper Hospital, which the Government 
leased for the purposé. Over 1,900 patients belonging to these 
three prefectures were admitted to the end of the year; many of 
these would otherwise have entered the Tan Tock Seng Hospital, 
which owing to the outbreak of malaria, was crowded with 
patients. 


The decennial census of the Colony was taken on the 10th 
March. 


The anti-Manchu movement in China ending in the outbreak 
of the revolution has not in any serious way affected the peace of 
the Settlements. 


New Letters Patent constituting the office of Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Straits Settlements and their Depen- 
dencies were passed on the 17th February, 1911, and on the 
same date new Instructions were passed under the Royal Sign 
Manual and Signet to the Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 


The late Governor, His Excellency Sir JOHN ANDERSON, 
G.C.M.G., proceeded on leave of absence to Europe in April, and 
in July was appointed Permanent Under Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. Sir ARTHUR HENDERSON YOUNG, K.C.M.G., Chief 
Secretary to the Government of the Federated Malay States, was 
appointed Governor and Commander-in-Chief in succession to 
Sir JOHN ANDERSON, and arrived in Singapore to assume his 
office on 2nd September. 


Between the departure of Sir JOHN ANDERSON and the 
arrival of His Excellency Sir ARTHUR HENDERSON YOUNG, Mr. 
E. L. BROCKMAN, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary, acted as Officer 
Administering the Government, Mr. A. H. LEMON acting as 
Colonial Secretary. 


On the 11th September, Mr. E. L. BRocKMAN, Colonial 
Secretary, was appointed Chief Secretary to the Government of 
the Federated Malay States, and Mr. R. J. WILKINSON, C.M.G., 
succeeded him as Colonial Secretary. 


On 27th November, 1911, Sir ARTHUR YOUNG sailed for 
India to attend the Durbar at Delhi. — 
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During his absence Mr. R. J. WILKINSON acted as Governor, 
and Mr. A. T. BRyANT as Colonial Secretary. Sir ARTHUR 
YOUNG returned on December the 31st, 1911. 


With the continued progress of the rubber planting industry, 
and the improved facilities for landing and shipping which are 
being provided in the ports of the Colony, there is every reason 
to hope that the prosperity of the Colony will not only be 
sustained but will continue to increase. 


A. T. BRYANT, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


30th September, 1912. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c, 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 














ANNUAL. 

No. Colony, &c. Year. 
720 Falkland Islands ie oe eee oes 1911 
721 Seychelles... on oe see oe ae ees 5 
722 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast... es ove a 
723 Hong Kong... aes on on ee aes sits i 

724 Sierra Leone see aay ae oe any as 5 

725 Gold Coast ... nae we ave ase ae ose 4 
726 Turks and Caicos Islands... aes eee oe ane es 
727 Fiji... was oe see me Hf 
728 Bechuanaland Protectorate one 25 ee 1911-1912 
729 Basutoland ... ais aes asa ae nie see a 
730 Colonial Survey Committee oo. aoe eee Aes) es 
731 Malta ee vee oe ooo Ms 
732 Nyasaland .., vee one i 
733 British Honduras ... 1911 
734 Gilbert and Ellice Islands... 1910 
735 Southern Nigeria ... . eee 1911 
736 Somaliland ... oe eee mc 1911-1912 
737 Imperial Institute ... ave aes 1911 
738 Northern Niveria ... ai 4s 
739 = Jamaica eee wee on ae ahs eee 1911-1912 ‘ 
740 Swaziland ... aes au Pon eee ao wes * 
741 Bahamas... ase ane eee i 
742 Grenada... ane on an 1911 
743 Uganda aes: ose aes 1911-1912 
144 Mauritius... oe aes 1911 
745 Trinidad and Tobago y 1911-1912 
746 British Guiana ae S 
TAT St. Vincent ror ane oe e 
748 Barbados... wee a SS ose ss aes a 
TAO Leeward Islands... ane es Ae ae Pa a 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &e. Subject. 

72 Fiji... Sis) Hurricane, 1910. 

73 Jamaica ... ees ie a. Cayman Islands. 

74 Ceylon... ane a «+ Mineral Surveys, 1906-7 and 

1907-8. 
75 West Indies Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 


76 Southern Nigeria ... Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 


77 St. Vincent Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 

78 Weihaiwei ... a Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria ... Mineral: Survey, 1907-8 and 


80 Nyasaland ... Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 





81 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute... Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria ... Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84. West Indies Preservation of Ancient Monu- 


ments. 
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No. 752. 


ST. LUCIA. 


(For Report for 1910-11, see No. 713.) 


Tue Governor To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


St. Vincent, 
21st January, 1913. 

Submitted. The report shows a satisfactory increase in 
material prosperity, due principally to a marked expansion in the 
Colony’s trade, whilst the total shipping tonnage was the highest 
on record in the Colony. 

The recorded progress in agriculture is still slow, but a good 
start has been made with the lime industry, larger areas are now 
coming into bearing, and it is expected that the product will 
before long figure largely in the export list. 

The new lighthouse at Moule-d-Chique is a great success, and 
will prove to have an important bearing on the shipping interests 
of the Colony. 

Unfortunately the report issues late, a defect which, I trust, will 
be remedied next year. 

J. Haves Sapier, 
Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 


Government House, 
Saint Lucia, 
lith January, 1918. 
Sir, 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith copies of the Blue 

Book of this Colony for the year 1911-12, together with my report 
thereon, 

I have, &c., 


Epwarp J. Cameron, 
Administrator. 
His Excellency 
Lieut.-Col. Sir J. Hayes Sadler, K.C.M.G., C.B., 
&e., &e., &e. 
Grenada. 


(28807—2,). Wt, 3510i—688, 1125 & 90. 3/13, D&S, A 


~~ 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1911-1912. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the financial year ended 3lst March, 1912, 
including £300, the Imperial Grants in aid of agriculture, 
amounted in round figures to £71,979, an increase of £6,913 as 
compared with the revenue for the preceding year, and ‘£7, 127 


above the Estimates. 


The following statement gives the details : — 
Actual Revenue. 











Heads of Revenue. 1911-12. 1910-11. 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 
1. Customs ... .. 85,781 18 7 82,162 11 9 
2. Port, Harbour, &e., Dues 7,710 6 8 6,171 8 8 
3. Licences, Excise, &c.— 
(a.) Licences— 
Retail Spirit, &. 1,524 10 0 1,563 0 0 
Distillery ea 100 0 0 100 0 0 
Animals, Vehicles, ; 
and Guns aig 566 7 6 607 0 0 
Petroleum, Cocoa, 
Boat, &c. ae 5386 7 38 682 15 11 
(b.) Excise-— 
Duty on Rum... 12,806 3 7 11,589 19 7 
(c.) Road Tax ... ay 14 0 867 10 2 
(d.) Stamp Duty— 
Various Revenue 
Services ie BEF Oh 480 138 7 
(e.) Fines and _ for- 
feitures of Courts 307 19 9 356 9 6 
(f.) Revenue seizures 
and penalties ... 4 910 1015 8 
(g.) Income Tax 1,706 18 6 8382 9 2 
4. Fees of Court or r Office, 
&e p 4,622 2 7 3,941 15 8 
5. Post Office , .. 1,740 9° 5 1,804 7 0 
6. Telephone ee 838 12 9 787 5 4 
7. Rent of Government Pro- 
perty .. ee a 804 4 6 810 9 6 
8. Miscellaneous... Se 243 16 7 115 5 6 
9. Interest ... .. 1,483 6 4 1,411 15 2 
10. Repayment of Loans... 175 10 0 175 10 0 
£71,031 12 3 £63,821 2 2 
11. Land Sales ines Ee 647 1 2 745 0 3 
Total Local Revenue £71,678 13 5 £64,566 2 5 
12. Imperial Dept. of Agricul- 
ture— 
Grant-in-aid ne 300 0 0 500 0 0 
Total Revenue £71,978 13 2 65 


65,066 


sT. Lucia, 1911-12. 5 


Nearly every Head shows an increase, the chief items being 
£3,619 under Customs and £1,539 under Port and Harbour dues, 
both mainly due to the exceptional amount of the shipping visiting 
the Port for coaling purposes. 


The articles contributing chiefly to the excess receipts under 
Customs were:—Coal, £902; Tobacco, £603; Flour, £463; 
Cigarettes, £254. On the other hand, however, part of these 
increased importations was to meet the demands of the shipping 
for ‘‘ship’s stores,” and the amount of duty refunded on such 
stores exported was appreciably larger than in the year previous. 


Under Head 3, Excise gave an increase of £716 over the figure 
of the year before, and the total was the largest since 1907. 


The old Road Tax was replaced in 1910 by an Income Tax, 
and 1911-12 was the first occasion of a full year’s collection being 
taken. The result was a very satisfactory one, the total reaching 
to £1,707 against an estimate of £1,500. Deductions from sala- 
ries, fees, and pensions of public officers contributed £295 of the 
total. 


Under the Head, Post Office, there were heavy sales of postage 
stamps, the demand being large in anticipation of early change of 
issue. 


The following are the figures of the revenue for the last five 
years, distinguishing local receipts from those from the Imperial 
Grant in aid of agriculture :— 


£ os. ad. £ os. d 
1907-8. Local... “a . 66,636 1 1 
Imperial Grant ne 715 0 0 
——___—— _ 67,351 1 1 
1908-9. Local... a ... 65,194 0 7 
Imperial Grant oes 500 0 0 
——_———— 65,694 0 7 
1909-10. Local Ms . 65,239 18 11 
Imperial Grant an 500 0 0 
————— 65,789 18 11 
1910-11. Local aed ... 64,566 2 5 
Imperial Grant oes 500 0 0 
65,066 2 5 
1911-12. Local ae .. 71,678 18 5 
Imperial Grant ne 300 0 0 
71,978 13 5 


The number of licences for the sale of intoxicating liquor issued 
during the year ended the 31st March, 1912, as well as the revenue 
derived therefrom, is shown below :— 


The similar revenue figure was, respectively, in 1909-10 and 
1910-11, £1,657 and £1, 570, and this gradual decrease does not 
seem to be quite satisfactory : 
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No. issued during quarter ended on 
Description 
of 30th 31st Revenue. 

Licence. 30th Sept- Dec- ols 

June, be b March, 

1oit. | Maat | OoareT | 1912, 
£ 8. ad. 
Wholesale . oss 2 2 2 2 40 0 0 
Retail Spirit... a3 41 41 4l 41 1,352 0 0 
Bottle ... Rae a 2 2 2 80 0 0 
Refreshment House 2) 2 2 2 45 0 0 
Hotel aes 1 al 1 1 6 0 0 
Occasional 4), — _ 1 110 0 
1,523 10 0 




















from the Imperial Agricultural Grant-in-Aid, 


The total expenditure amounted to £69,329, including £549 


was from the unexpended balances of previous years’ grants. 


The expenditure from local funds was £68,780, being £537 
more than estimated, and £1,877 more than in the year previous. 


Be 


The following statement gives the detail: 


Heads of Expenditure. 


. Charges on account of 
Public Debt ; 

. Pensions and Gratuities... 

. The Governor 

. Government Office 

. Treasury, &. 

. Post Office es 

. Port and Marine Depart- 
ment ... 

. Audit Department 

. Legal Departments 

. Local Forces 

. Police 

. Prisons P 

. Medical Department 

. Sanitation and Hygiene... 

. Hospitals and parame br 

. Charitable : ae 

. Education 

. Ecclesiastical 

. Agriculture ae 

. Miscellaneous Services ... 

. Colonial Engineer’s De- 
partment i ohn 

. Public Works Recurrent 


£ 


9,396 
27534 
2,093 
1,060 
2,887 
23159 


1,119 

546 
3,982 

579 
4,293 
1,350 
2,980 


3,048 
7,357 


'. 2p 
1911-12. 


16 


_ 
oo 
FOOD OARNWORDMOOS wNoowoown 


Ne} 
noo 


14 


£ 


9,398 15 
2,249 10 
2,276 95 
1,061 15 
4,803 18 
1,976 13 


1,073 18 
649 1 
4,071 0 
670 18 
4,376 12 
1,498 14 


8. 
1910-11. 


a 
o> Co ONONNAVWEFARDONFR NAS CSOMWWN WD 


£249 of which 


d. 
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be Resin hs £ s. d. 

Heads of Expenditure. 1911-12. 1910-11. 
23. Public Works Extra- 

ordinary af . 4,849 4 1 5,030 15 3 

Total Local Expenditure 68,780 1 3 66,903 2 9 
19a. Agriculture (from Im- 

perial Funds) ... ee 548 17 5 3885 1 11 

Total Expenditure £69,328 18 8 67,288 4 8 





The large decrease under Head 5, Treasury, is mainly account- 
able for by the transfer of the item Drawbacks and Refunds to the 
Miscellaneous Head, the increase in which is correspondingly 
large. The amount paid out as Drawbacks and Refunds was 
£1,802. Other exceptional items under the last Head contributing 
to the large total were Expenses of Coronation Celebration, £306, 
and of the taking of Census, £589. Subsidy was also paid by 
St. Lucia for continuation of the Pickford & Black Canadian 
Steamer Service on expiration of the previous contract of that firm 
with the Canadian and Imperial Governments, the amount for the 
year being £279. 

The following figures show the expenditure of the Colony for 
the last five years, distinguishing expenditure from local sources 
and that from the Imperial Grant in aid of agriculture :— 


s. d. s. dy 
1907-8. Local... Se . 64,152 3 11 
Imperial Grant ee 687 11 7 
————— 64,839 15 6 
1908-9. Local... ie .. 64,433 14 
Imperial Grant bs 604 3 10 
—_—_——— 65,087 18 2 
1909-10. Local... ale .. 64,048 1 
Imperial Grant veh 398 3 11 5 
—————— 64,446 5 8 
1910-11. Local... oe ... 66,903 2 9 
Imperial Grant ws 385 1 11 
——_———— 67,288 4 8 
1911-12. Local... oo ... 68,780 1 3 
Imperial Grant ase 548 17 
69,328 18 8 


As a result of the transactions of 1911-12, the Colony’s surplus 
at 31st March was increased by £2,898, and stood at £27,913, 
making, with the accumulated Public Building Insurance Fund, 
amounting to £4,350, a total surplus of £32,268. Of this amount 
£25,140 15s. 11d. is invested in securities by the Crown Agents 
in England, £1,500 is on deposit locally at the Colonial Bank, 
and £3,499 14s. 5d. is loaned to the Castries Town Board and 

_ Water Authority. < : 
Pousuic Dest. 


The Public Debt of the Colony at 31st March, 1912, stood at 
£144,729 11s. Od., and the accumulated Sinking Fund towards 
its redemption at £19,274 4s. 6d. 

The Debt is made up of the following :— 
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&. s. d 
Castries Harbour Loan... age .. 49,950 0 0 
Immigration us su See .. 8,000 0 0 
Central Factory ... ee Gee .. 7,200 0 0 
Public Works oe 50,579 11 0 
Castries Waterworks (Colony’ s contribu- 
tion towards cost) 12,000 0 0 
For loan to Castries Town Board (for 
Waterworks and other purposes) .. 17,000 0 0 


£144,729 11 0 


Of the above the interest and redemption charges on £17,000 
are recovered from the Town Board’s municipal revenues, as also 
on £550 of the £50,579 11s. 0d. for Public Works. 


CuRRENCcY. 


The currency consists of British and American gold, notes of 
the local branch of the Colonial Bank, and British silver and 
copper. A few Bank of England notes are occasionally seen. 
Accounts are kept in sterling “by the Government, and in dollars 
and cents by the Bank and mercantile firms, the dollar being 
equal to 4s. 2d. 

Frva~ces or Muwicrpaxiriss. 


The management of the affairs of Castries, the chief town 
in the Colony, is vested in a Board elected by the ratepayers. 
The small towns and villages of the Colony are controlled by 
wardens appointed by the Governor in Council. In the case, 
however, of the towns of Soufriére and Vieux Fort and the village 
of Dennery ‘“‘ Improvement Committees ’’? have been appointed to 
advise generally on matters relating to those places. 

The revenue of the towns and villages consists, principally, in 
Castries, of receipts from the house tax, water rates and dues, 
market dues and licences, and in the other towns and villages 
of receipts from house tax, supplemented in the case of Soufriére 
by water rates and dues. 

The following statement shows the revenue and expenditure 
for the last five years of the towns and villages, the amount of 
their indebtedness at the 3lst March, 1912, and the balance stand- 
ing to their credit at the same date:— 















































1907-8. | 1908-9. | 1909-10. | 1910-11. | 1911-12, Slee 
Q SO 
Stl et 
: = = = salt) she Beat 
‘Town or 4 5 5 g é & 3 & 
Village. ¢/ S| ¢| 3] ¢| 3] |] 8| s| 8] $8) as 
2/3) 2/3] 8) 3] | 3] 2) 3] 8 in 
8) 8/ 2] &| 8] 8] 8] &| &] €| 22/88 
> a e a > a > a > a| Sain 
2 ig o i 3° i o 7] 2 i a g 
ele|al|/ eal ala} e@| al etal 4d [sd 
7 i} | i 
ee a el ee ees 
Castries ... —... {6,470 15,404 [5,350 |5,189 16,006 |6,508 (6,301 [5,990 |6,440 15,896 | 21,049 | 487 
Soufrigre . | 529 | 532 | 557 | 516 | 504 | 504 | 527 | 557 | 544 1,600 ; 118 
Vieux Fort ... | 177 | 183 | 172 | 219 | 168 | 152 | 177 | 138 | 174 | 211)  — 72 
Laborie... ...| 69} 84| 69] 49) 71} 43) 81] 55] 80] 67) — | 121 
Canaries... ...| 38| 82] 389] 112| 52] 48! 48) 46] 78/ 86{ — 47 
Dennery... _.. | 126 | 119 | 180 | 123 | 183 | 172 | 158 | 118 | 888] 176] — | 431 
Gros Islet .. | 108 | 99] 105 | 97 | 109} 84| 100] 79 | 102 |} 134) — | 218 
Anse la Raye ... | 70] 83] 78 | 49 | 62] 50! 84} 49] 81 | 184 _ 42 
Choiseul... .. | 45} 13] 45] 144] 43] 21) 43/ 43] 42] 2) ~— 58 
Micoud .. ... | 74| 87| 77| 57 | 74| 61| 74] 96| 73} 66) — 48 
i ! 
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During the year under review the water works system of 
Castries was thoroughly inspected and reported on by Mr. E. V. 
Acton, Engineer of the Port of Spain, Trinidad, Waterworks, and 
as a result an Ordinance was passed and a loan from General 
Revenue made to the Water Authority of £2,500, to enable an 
improved supply to be secured. 

At Soufriére some progress was made in street improvements 
and more efficient lighting. ; 

The question of lighting arrangements in Canaries and Gros 
Islet also received attention. 

A grant of £200 and a loan of £800, both from General Revenue, 
were made to the village of Dennery for the provision of a small 
water supply, the carrying out of which, however, has been 
delayed by various circumstances. 

Speaking generally, these small towns of St. Lucia, all of them 
being on the coast-line, are nicely laid out and situated, and are 
reasonably well kept and managed, and their general standard and 
appearance can bear favourable comparison with those of similar 
sized places in other islands. 


II.—_TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


Imports anp Exports. 


The following is taken from the Treasurer’s annual report: — 


TRADE. 


“The total value of the imports for the calendar year amounted 
to £318,590 19s. 1d. as compared with £277,207 14s. Od. in 1910. 
The countries from which they were imported are given below 
with figures for the previous year for comparison :— 


1911. 1910. 
£ £ 

United Kingdom sek w. 15,976 19,547 
British Guiana ... ee wed 945 1,100 
British West Indies ... She 6,714 6,992 
Canada ... me ee ie 11,6380 14,798 
Ceylon ... ee ma set 287 301 
India... cea ssa eat 3,870 3,077 
Newfoundland ... vat ree 548 1,528 
Other British Colonies ... oat 256 152 
United States of America ... 200,286 154,128 
France ... Be mt ty 7,045 5,523 
Germany as A a 2,426 2,335 
Foreign West Indies ... ee 985 1,084 
Other Colonies ... ae: ak 4,595 3,670 
By Parcel Post ... ae BOS 3,027 2,977 


Total... ... £318,590 £277,207 
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The imports are summarised as follows :— 


1911. 1910. 
£ £ 
T. Food, drink and tobacco we. 15,971 74,188 
II. Raw materials and articles 
mainly unmanufactured «. 152,855 108,264 
TIT. Articles wholly or mainly manu- 
factured re oe .. 78,844 88,062 
IV. Miscellaneous and unclassified, 
including imports by parcel : 
post a aes tes he 3,840 3,893 
V. Bullion and specie ee eh 8,080 2,800 


The increased importation of coal, £41,583 in excess of 1910, 
almost accounts for the difference between the total figures of the 
two years. A slight drop occurred in the imports from the 
United Kingdom with a corresponding increase from the United 
States. The latter country is, of course, our best market for food 
supplies. We obtained from there £39,882 or just over fifty per 
cent. of our imports of that class. From there also came the 
entire supply of bunker coal for our coaling business, valued at 
£146,834. Other large importations were cottons £2,184, boots 
and shoes £2,873, gasolene and petroleum £1,637, and building 
pitch and white pine £1,038. The imports of other descriptions 
amounted only to £6,855. 

Doubtless some of our imported goods from the United States 
might have been of Canadian origin. Flour and fish, salted and 
dried, are large items of Canadian produce and, of such imports 
valued at £20,740 and £11,370, only £2,378 and £4,940 respec- 
tively were accounted for as from Canada. Deducting coal and 
petroleum, as assured imports from the United States, the figures 
for 1911 show £51,814 of other exports from that market for which 
Canadian enterprise might compete. But any further diversion 
cannot be expected until suitable direct. steam communication, and 
freight charges, offer advantages that can favourably compare 
with the existing conditions of trade with the United States. We 
get a reliable fortnightly service from New York by the Quebec 
steamers, giving the opportunity for regular importations and 
quick sales. Without equal facilities from the Canadian market 
there can be no successful competition.’’ 


Exports. 


“The total exports amounted to £273,111 1s. 2d., or £45,479 
17s. 11d. less than the imports, and £34,156 2s. 7d. less than the 
exports in 1910. 

The following is a summary : — 

Exports, other 


Exports to. Island than Island 
Produce. Produce. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom ... ee ... 65,440 1,184 
Canada ae Ale ... 9,678 


British Weet Ladies cs” 2.780 4,780 
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Exports, other 
Island than Island 


Exports to. Produce. Produce. 

£ £ 

United States tbe ee .. 1,687 = 
France Lae he aie a «81,09 160 
Other Countries ... un .. 1,188 277 
Foreign West Indies... . 1,119 191 








£113,608 6,542 


Bunker Coal — 152,951 




















The exports of island produce, with declared values, are given 
below with figures for 1910 for comparison. 
— 1911. 1910. 
Quantity. ene: Quantity. values 
+ Cocoa ... ce ws | 2,073,600 Ibs. 46,656 | 1,637,400 Ibs. 40,935 
Sugar Usine ... ae 4,288 tons 52,535 5,199 tons 64,987 
»  Muscovado... 172, 1,555 | 76 i, 760 
Logwood ws, 2,638 > 5,276 463}, 936 
Molasses ds ae 74,306 galls. 1,400 95,220 galls. 1,914 
Rum 20 sy dae! 1241007 1,034 4692 — ,, 391 
Cotton... ch vee 3,917 Ibs. 275 17,770 Ibs. 1,301 
Honey ... eee aoe 363 pkgs. 447 229 pkgs. 402 
Limes, Green ... oes 234, 129 35, 13 
Lime Juice... 49” 148 703g. 319 
Firewood 1,115 cords 557 1,364 cords 682 
Hides and Ski 151 pkgs. 820 161 pkgs. 926 
Cocoanuts s 19,750 (No.) 110 6,750 (No.) 119 
Pimento Sticks 5 14,103, 428 13,175, 545 
Fresh Fruit, Mangoes 36,000 20,000 , y 
: "912 pkgs. } oe 1408 pkgs.[f 922 
Various, unspecified ... _ 1,735 _ 1,551 
Total .. an = 113,608 | = 116,306 











The value of the exports of ships’ stores, which is probably 
between £8,000 and £10,000, is not included in the above figures, 
no proper statistical record of these having hitherto been kept. 
This omission will now be rectified.’’ 


Coating TRADE. 


It will be seen from the figures below of shipments for the last 
five years, that 1911 was a bumper year for the coaling business. 
This is understood to have been largely due to poor crop conditions 
in the Plate, bringing much shipping which would usually have 
filled up there, north on the look out for freight. 


Year. Tons. £ 

1907... bas hes 118,503 142,381 
1908. v5 saat eos 85,460 102,288 
1909... ae ey, 96,462 115,754 
910... he ae 97,384 116,861 


TOMO “ee eee 139,056 152,962 
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This business affords steady and remunerative employment to a 
large number of carriers, both male and female, dwelling in and 
in the vicinity of Castries, by whom the vessels are discharged and 
loaded. 


The following extract from the report of the Treasurer is of 
interest : 


“‘In the coaling trade Port Castries takes first place in the 
British West Indies; and the business of the port in this direc- 
tion is steadily increasing, the facilities for fast despatch being 
unrivalled. The wharfage accommodation is suitable for steam- 
ships drawing up to 27 feet. The coal supply is in close 
proximity to the berthing space and the delivery averages 100 tons 
an hour, with greater celerity when required. On 11th April the 
German Cruiser ‘ Bremen ’ received 550 tons in four hours, and on 
a more recent occasion 900 tons were delivered to H.M.S. 
‘Cornwall’ in 54 hours, equal to 164 tons an hour, being the 
quickest record for bunkering in the West Indies.” 


Mines, Manuracturss, AnD FIsHeries. 


Work on the sulphur deposits at Ventine in the Soufriere Dis- 
trict practically ceased and is scarcely likely to be taken up again. 

The sugar factories at Cul de Sac, Roseau, Vieux Fort, and 
Dennery were all working during the year. 


The following figures show the quantity of rum distilled, con- 
sumed, and exported during the last five years :— 








Year. | Distilled. | Consumed. | Exported. 
| Galls. Galls. Galls. 
1907 fat 57,213 51,453 38,652 
1908 ea | 83,532 51,216 93,440 
1909... wer ays S| 72,633 46,949 27,883 
19100 2h RS oe 2S 49,256 42456 4692 
W911. es ee ies 63,961 44,516 12,787 





Fishing is carried on all round the coast of the island and there 
is an ample supply, but it is only tapped sufficiently to meet the 
local demand. 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES. 


The principal products of the Colony are sugar and cocoa. Lime 
cultivation is, however, making satisfactory progress and promises 
to become of very considerable importance. A fairly large area 
is already planted up and will soon reach the bearing stage, and 
cultivation is being rapidly extended. This cultivation is also 
attracting the attention of small growers. 


The quantity and value of the export of sugar and cocoa during 
the past five years were as follows: — 
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Cocoa. Sugar: Usine. Other sugar, 
Year. laa ewan 
Quantity. | Value | Quantity.| Value. | thereof. 
ea 7 7 Bags of paras j 
200 Ib. | £ Tons. | £ £ 
1907 oma ee 8,598 | 47,292 5,302 53,020 | 1,432 
1908... 1. |] 6775 | 30488 | 41881 | 53,691 23813, 
1909... | 10860 | 541975 | 5,360 | 59,623 , 2,265 
1910. | 8,187 | 40,935 | 5,199 | 64988 2.674 
1911.) | 10,368 | 46,656 4288 52,585 | 1,955 
| 1 
The Agricultural Superintendent reports that the smaller out- 





put of sugar is attributable to the very heavy rainfall of 1911, 
which caused damage by flood and also made it impossible to 
carry out proper tillage and weeding operations, besides water- 
logging the soil and thus checking the growth of the canes. 

As regards cocoa, there has been some small extension, and the 
methods of cultivation have received attention, but expenditure 
has been rather diverted to limes, in which the interest is growing. 

The actual quantity of lime product exported—green limes 
and juice—was still quite small, but from now on, with larger 
areas coming into bearing and plant to deal with them being 
erected, we may expect to see a steady increase in the output. 

The planting of cocoa-nuts is also being taken up, and there is 
no doubt scope in the Island for a very profitable extension of 
this cultivation. 

Cotton planting has not proved a success in St. Lucia, and only 
a very negligible quantity was grown during the year. 

The Agricultural School at Union, as originally conducted, 
was closed, and a scheme for training agricultural pupils at the 
Botanic Station was inaugurated, the details being fully explained 
and information as to them widely distributed. It cannot be said, 
however, that this has proved a success, only two youths having 
come forward so far to take advantage of the training offered. 

The general activities of the department were well maintained 
and the staff was strengthened by the appointment of an Assistant 
Agricultural Superintendent, thus enabling a greater measure 
of time to be given than before by the officers to the country 
districts. 

The peasant cocoa holdings have received special attention. 

The Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture, Dr. Watts, C.M.G., 
also visited a large number of estates in the Soufriére, Vieux 
Fort, and Micoud Quarters during the month of March last, 
studying local conditions and conferring with planters and others 
interested in the possibility of agricultural improvement and 
development. 


Land Grants. 


Fifty-one grants for Crown Lands were issued during the year, 
the acreage disposed of being 421 acres. The price of such land 
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is at the rate of £1 per acre, payable one-fifth on application and 
the rest in four annual instalments. 
Sixty-nine new applications for land were filed. 


Su1pPine. 


The total tonnage of shipping entered and cleared at the Port of 
Castries, the only port of entry in St. Lucia, amounted to 
3,996,163 tons, the highest record for the Colony. 

This is a higher tonnage than in Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad 
and Tobago, or British Guiana, comparing it with the figures 
of 1910 for these places. 

The number of steamers, 943, was far in excess of any previous 
year. Of these 817 were of British nationality. 

The port was visited by seven warships and six yachts. 

A summary of the statistics for the last five years is attached : -- 


VesseLs ENTERED. 





British. Foreign. 





Year. Steamers. Sailing Vessels. Steamers. | Sailing Vessels. 





Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 








No. | Tonnage. | No. 











1907 ... | 615 | 1,169,037 | 215 | 7,683 | 101 | 136,920 | 30] 2,089 
1908 ... | 487] 957,866 | 203) 7,340 | 90] 1263387 | 38] 2267 
1909 ... | 518 | 1,027,837 | 201 | 6,003 | 127 | 220,961 | 45.) 2/731 
1910 ... | 557 | 1,143,092 | 228 | 7,487 | 185 | 241808 | 40| 2712 
1911 ... | 817 | 1,782,911 | 182} 5,086 | 126 | 208500 | 41| 2535 











VESSELS CLEARED. 











British. Foreign. 
Year. Steamers. Sailing Vessels. Steamers. Sailing Vessels. 
No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 

















1907 ... | 614 | 1,166,991 | 216 | 7,606 | 100] 134,803 | 30] 2,089 
1908 ... | 487 | ‘958,607 | 201) 7,387 | 89| 124520 | 38] 21267 
1909 517 | 1,025,251 | 197 | 5,574 | 129 | 224'895 | 44] 21662 
1910 559 | 1,146,983 | 228) 7,998 | 134 | 239.687 | 40 | 2,712 





1911 ... | 815 | 1,778,865 | 182] 5,110 | 127] 210621 | 41| 23535 

















Castries is also a port of registry, and at the close of the year 
had twelve vessels on the register, with a tonnage of 606. All 
these are small sailing vessels, locally owned with one exception, 
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a schooner of 417 tons. Of four of the vessels on the list aggre- 
gating 98 tons, all trace has been lost, and these will not reappear, 
so that the total of the port is in reality a very small one. 

A new scale of fees for registration and measurement, more in 
keeping with local requirements than the old one, was adopted 
during the year. 

The new lighthouse at Moule-4-Chique, the southern extremity 
of the Island, referred to in the last report, was completed. This 
admirable light is greatly appreciated by the shipping having 
occasion to come to the Island. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


Twenty-five Ordinances were passed during the year 1911. Of 
these the more important were ‘‘ Turtle and Fish Protection,” 
“‘ Weights and Measures’’ (by which the Imperial Standard of 
measure is substituted for the old Winchester measure, and pro- 
vision is made for due inspection of weights and measures which 
has not hitherto existed), ‘‘ Surveyors and Boundaries Settle- 
ment’’ (by which the existing law is consolidated and amended), 
and ‘‘ Money Lending.”’ 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


The 1911 Annual Report of the Inspector of Schools furnished 
the following figures :— 


1910. 1911 
Number of Schools ... oe ae 53 53 
Number on Rolls ... vex uss 7,259 7,268 
Average Attendance Ss fey 4,625 4,625 
Number Examined ao aoe 6,745 6,227 
Government Grant-in-Aid .. £3,942 £3,912 


Of the 53 schools 46 are Roman Catholic, 4 Anglican, 
2 Wesleyan, and 1 East Indian Mission (Presbyterian). Of the 
7,268 children on the rolls, 3,598 are boys and 3,670 girls. 

The census was taken on April Ist, 1911. The following 
figures show the growth of school attendance during the last two 


decades : — 


1911. 











— 1891. | 1901. | 

| ! 
Population... tee aee one 42,220 49,883 | 48,637 
‘Average attendance ... 1,810 3433 | 4,625 
Percentage... 43 69 | 95 





A special census taken during the course of the year showed 
that nearly 75 per cent. of the prisoners in the Royal Gaol were 
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illiterates. The examination in agriculture, theoretical and 
practical, was carried out by the Agricultural Department. Of 
the 17 schools examined, seven showed improvement on the results 
of the previous year, seven retained their position, and three lost 
marks. It may be pointed out that agriculture is only taught in 
schools with juvenile boys; the girls’ schools and infant schools 
have no school gardens. 

Hygiene has been taught, as during the previous year, in every 
school in the Colony, from Standard II. upwards. The Inspector 
of Schools reports that the examination results in this subject were 
satisfactory and that, further, progress has been made in getting 
the children to appreciate the practical importance to themselves 
and their families of observing the simple rules of hygiene ex- 
plained to them in school. 

Of the two schools of secondary education, St. Mary’s College, 
for boys, receiving a government grant of £400 per annum, had, 
during 1911, an average attendance of 46; St. Joseph’s Convent 
School, for girls, receiving a government grant of £150 per 
annum, had an average attendance of 90. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


The only general hospital in the Colony is the Victoria Hospital, 
within half a mile of Castries, a large stone building with out- 
houses, &c., capable of accommodating 80 patients. The daily 
average during 1911-12 was 65, and the cost works out at £1,701, 
or £26 per head. Considerable outlay has been incurred latterly 
in connection with this institution in an attempt to improve and 
uplift the tone and condition generally, which is meeting with 
fair success. 

In the town of Soufriére and at the villages of Vieux Fort and 
Dennery, where there are resident medical officers, small build- 
ings are provided and fitted to serve the purposes of casualty 
hospitals, and as such are very useful. There are seldom more 
than two or three cases under treatment at a time at these places, 
and often they are empty. 

Situated on a breezy spot near the sea beach within a mile of 
the town of Soufriére is the general poor asylum, which takes in 
and makes good and welcomed provision for the human wreckage 
of the Colony, the majority of which drift there only in the last 
stage preceding dissolution. 

The daily average at this institution was 61°63. This provision 
for paupers of the Island is supplemented by an outdoor relief 
system under the supervision of the Police Department. 

Lower down on the shore itself is the yaws asylum, with a 
daily average of about 46°42, and here also in addition to yaws 
patients two or three lepers are housed, for whom separate accom- 
modation has not yet been provided. 

There are visiting stations at various other points where medical 
officers attend regularly on fixed days, and are available to those 
who require their services, 
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At Castries the Medical Officer in charge of the Victoria 
Hospita] dealt with a very numerous out-patient clientele from 
the town at the hospital dispensary, but this has now been 
changed, and a separate dispensary established in the town, which 
is a preferable arrangement. 

There is no reformatory or industrial school in the Colony, 


Savines Bank. 


There is a Government Savings Bank, with 1,626 depositors 
and a total sum on deposit at 31st December, 1911, of £19,778 
5s. 4d. Over £18,000 of this sum stands invested in various 
securities by the Crown Agents. . 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Police.—The Police Force consisted of a chief, a sergeant- 
major, a staff sergeant, and 69 West Indian non-commissioned 
officers and men. The post of staff-sergeant, which remained 
vacant during the whole of the previous year, was filled by the 
appointment, in June, 1911, of one of the senior sergeants. The 
force is armed, and receives musketry and drill instructions, as 
part of the local forces, from a European musketry and drill 
instructor, under the supervision of the Staff Officer of the 
Windward Islands. 

In addition to their ordinary duties, the police carry out a con- 
siderable amount of work in connexion with the details of adminis- 
tration, such as enforcement of sanitary regulations, distribution 
of poor and medical relief, registration of births and deaths; and 
in certain districts they are in charge of the post offices and the 
telephone exchanges. 

The total expenditure on the department was £4,236, of which 
£3,666 was for personal emoluments and £570 for clothing, 
equipment, &c. 

Prisons.—The total number of persons committed to the Royal 
Gaol was 317, of whom 66 were on remand and 250 for imprison- 
ment on conviction. The daily average number in prison was 
50°83—42°50 males, 8°29 females, and ‘04 juveniles. The highest 
number in confinement was 73, and the lowest 31. 

There was one escape during the year, a male prisoner working 
in a gang at the Botanical Station. He was re-captured shortly 
afterwards. Four prisoners were released on the occasion of His 
Majesty’s Coronation. ie 

The average number on the sick list was 1:95. The Medical 
Officer reports that on the whole the year was a healthy one so 
far as the prison was concerned, and there were no deaths. 

The expenditure on the establishment was £1,363, and the 
average cost of a prisoner was 1s. 53d. a day, or £26 14s. 7d. 
per annum. The total estimated value of prison labour was 
£615 16s. 2d. 

Criminal Statistics.—The following table shows the average 
figures for the five vears 1906 to 1910, the actual figures for the 


28807 B 
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first quarter of the year 1911, and those for the year ended the 
31st March, 1912:— 





Average | First Quarter 1911-12. 











1906-10. of 1911. 
Offences reported ... vo 268 1,810 248 1,224 
Summary Convictions :— 
Offences against property es 137 41 148 
Offences against the person... 320 52 291 
Other offences SS One 1,138 233 885 
Convictions in Superior Court : 
Homicide on oss tes _ - — 
Offences against propert; eee 17 2 5 
Offences against the person... 5 2 6 
Other offences ... eee ae 22 2 _ 








VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


Population.—According to the census taken on the 2nd April, 
1911, the population numbered 48,6387, of whom 22,336 were 
males and 26,301 were females. Compared with the census of 
1901, there was a decrease of 1,246 or 24 per cent. The estimated 
population on the 2nd April, as shown by the reports of the 

- Registrar of Civil Status, should have been 56,588, but the latter 
figures are based on the natural increase—the excess of births 
over deaths—and take no account of emigration or immigration, 
of which there are no records. 

At the 3lst March, 1912, the population is estimated to have 
been 49,205, made up of 22,521 males and 26,684 females. The 
pirth-rate for the year ended on the same date was 35°65 per 
thousand, and the death-rate was 20-2 per thousand, still-births 
being excluded in each case. There were 251 marriages during 
the year. 

Public Health and Sanitation —All the Medical Officers report 
the health of the Colony during the year 1911-12 to have been 
generally satisfactory, with the exception that in the Castries, 
Soufriére, and Vieux Fort districts there were outbreaks among 
children of measles and whooping cough, and a sharp outbreak of 
influenza occurred in Castries during the month of February. 

The reports of the Medical Officers are corroborated by the 
number of persons seeking attention at the various dispensaries 
throughout the Colony, the figures for the last three years being 
as follows: — 


1900. a3 wee Ges OE a 8716 
1910s kak ee ae EN 10/848 
1911-12 eS ee ee 0 5BT 


Sanitary matters received strict attention during the year, and 
the reports received show that on the whole the work continues 
to be well carried out. The heavy rains, it was found, washed out 
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the “ millions ”’ fish that had been distributed in certain localities 
to keep down the numbers of mosquitoes. The places were at once 
re-stocked and the fish soon regained their former numbers. 

The Chief of Police, whose department is charged with the 
carrying out of the sanitary regulations, reports that the usual 
inspections were paid by the inspectors but that there was nothing 
that called for special action. 

Climate.—The average annual rainfall at twenty stations was 
114°01 inches in the year 1911, the highest fall being at Warwick 
Estate in the Choiseul district, where 154°85 inches were recorded, 
and the lowest at Black Bay Estate, in the Vieux Fort district, 
which returned 73°74 inches. The rainfall in February, 1911, was 
16°64, and was even more unusual than the abnormal fall in May of 
the previous year, as February is generally the dryest month of the 
year, its average over a period of twenty-one years being only 3°35 
inches. The total year’s rainfall at the station was 107°67 inches. 
The mean monthly temperature in the shade was 784°; the 
maximum shade temperature was 92° on September 16, and the 
minimum 60° on February 19. The corrected readings of the 
barometer ranged from 29°950 in October to 30-081 inches in July, 
the mean annual pressure being 29:993 inches. 





VITI.—POSTAL AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


The. fortnightly inter-colonial mail service, performed under 
contract by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company’s steamers, 
was regularly carried out during the period under review; and the 
inter-colonial steamers of the Compagnie Generale Transatlantique 
(which touch at Castries going and coming en route between French 
Guiana and the Northern French Colonies), those of the Danish 
East Asiatic Company, and those of the Quebec Steamship Com- 
pany (which call regularly on their fortnightly voyages from and 
to New York) continued their services as usual. 3 

In May, 1911, a new contract was entered into between the 
Government of Canada and Messrs. Pickford and Black, under 
which the calls of the Company's steamers at St. Lucia were 
omitted. As the result of negotiations entered into with the 
Company, an agreement was come to by which their steamers 
from and to Halifax, sailing from the latter port at intervals of 
twenty-two days, call at St. Lucia, the Colony paying an annual 
subsidy for the service of £500. The agreement was. for one year 
commencing from October, 1911. 

The following comparison between the post office statistics for 
the years 1910 and 1911-12 shows that the business of the depart- 
ment continues to increase : — 


1910. 1911-12. 

Letters and postcards :— 
Sent ... we oo ee «108,804 106,239 
Received... ie ay, . 104,893 _ 105,474 
Inland Pe ad pity «95,577 94,950 
Parcels despatched ie re oh 350 479 


»»  veceived ... vas 233 on 2,662 - 3,154 
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1910. 1911-12. 

British Postal Orders issued ... Beis 4,602 4,986 
os 5 5 value ... .. £2,643 £2,769 

a se 53 paid... me 829 846 

a s » value ... ay £358 £392 
Money Orders issued ... one des 4,426 4,352 
paid xs .. £4,216 £3,355 


a” 


The revenue a the Post Office amounted to £1,740, and the 
expenditure to £2,160. 

There was also duty collected at the Post Office on parcels 
amounting to £428. 

There is regular and daily postal communication, under local 
contract, between Castries and the leeward coastal towns and 
villages, the service being carried out by the Royal Mail Com- 
pany’s coasting steamer. On the windward side of the Island, 
communication by post is overland and is made twice a week only. 

All the towns and villages of the Colony are connected by tele- 
phone with Castries. During the year 1911-12 there were 2143 
miles of line open for traffic, and the subscribers numbered 187. 

There were 115 messages transmitted, and 242 sixpenny tickets 
were sold to non-subscribers using public telephones. The total 
receipts were £839, and the expenditure amounted to £668. 


GenERaL Remarks. 


The year 1911-12 was a fairly eventful one. 

The Census was effectively taken in April disclosing a small 
reduction in the number of the population during the last decade. 
The full and interesting report by the compiler of the Census, 
Mr. J. E. M. Salmon, will repay perusal.* 

The celebrations in June of the Coronation of Their Majesties 
King George V. and Queen Mary throughout the Colony were 
an unqualified success and carried out with a loyal heartiness and 
co-operation among all classes which was most gratifying. 

The whole was executed as planned, and with the adjuncts of 
fine weather, good organization, and most hearty assistance from 
all concerned, the people of the Colony enjoyed a two days’ festival 
which will remain a glowing memory to them for many years, 
while at the same time a full appreciation of the occasion and its 
significance was duly secured. The essentially British character 
and features of the celebration were also strongly in evidence. 

Sir James Hayes Sadler, K.C.M.G., C.B., Governor of the 
Windward Islands, was absent on leave from 11th July to 6th 
December, during which period the general government was 
administered by Mr. E. J. Cameron, C.M.G., Administrator of 
St. Lucia. Mr. A. De Freitas, Attorney-General, acted as 
Colonial Secretary at St. Lucia. 

Mr. H. A. Smallwood, the Treasurer, was promoted to the post 
of Treasurer of the East African Protectorate, and left the Colony 
on 6th August, being succeeded later by Mr. E. D. Laborde, 
1.8.0., Chief of Police. 

On the Governor’s return from leave, His Excellency paid a 
visit of a month to the Colony early in January, 1912. As one 





* The Report may be seen in the Library of the Colonial Office. 
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of the results of such visit, the political dead-lock which had 
endured since 1909 was removed, and the Legislative Council 
reconstituted with a full complement of Unofficial Members, a 
condition which is more in consonance with the business needs and 
the dignity of the Colony, and which it is hoped may not again 
be disturbed. 

Mr. Cameron, the Administrator, was in March, 1912, nomin- 
ated by the Governor with the approval of the Legislative Council 
as representative of the Colony at the Trade Reciprocity Con- 
ference at Ottawa, and left the Colony on this duty on 17th March. 

The gradual progress in road improvement and opening of new 
lines of communication was continued, and the largest bridge yet 
erected in the Colony, over the Troumassee River, one of the main 
obstacles on the Windward line of highway, was brought near to 
successful completion. 

The new lighthouse at Moule-4-Chique was another work of 
public importance undertaken during the year which has since 
been completed and opened at a cost of £3,105. 

The old Road Tax referred to in the last report finally dis- 
appeared and the first annual assessment and collection of Income 
Tax was inaugurated on sound lines and with successful results. 

The year was an exceedingly prosperous one as far as the public 
finances are concerned, but this was to a very large extent the 
result of the exceptional activity in the coaling trade, and similar 
conditions cannot always be expected to obtain. 

Agriculturally, however, there is some progress, and the future 
prospects of an extensive and profitable lime industry in St. Lucia 
seem to be fairly assured, and from such the Colony stands to reap 
lasting benefits. The scope for cocoa-nut cultivation has already 
been mentioned. 

Attention may be directed to a small pamphlet entitled ‘“‘ Hints 
to Settlers in St. Lucia,” compiled by the Administrator and issued 
under the auspices of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, in 
which information of interest as to the climate, cost of living, and 
possible openings for investment is given. The near-by areas 
suitable for cultivation of tropical products on any large scale are 
becoming more and more restricted, and the possibilities of St. 
Lucia, with its large tracts of forest and other land still un- 
developed, are worth investigation. The pamphlet may be 
obtained from the West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, E.C., 
and may also be inspected in the Colonial Office Library. 

The social and general condition of the Colony remains about 
stationary, but with a gradual trend towards improvement and 
uplifting, as means of inter-communication are gradually ex- 
tended, and educational influences slowly permeate. y 

A sketch map of the Island is annexed, on which are noted the 
principal physical features of the country, as well as information 
in regard to distances and certain administrative details. 





Government House, 
Saint Lucia, 
14th January, 1913. 
Epwarp J. Cameron, 
Administrator. 
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The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from the sources 
indicated on the title page :— 





























ANNUAL. 

- No. Colony, &c. Year. 
720 Falkland Islands ree 1911 
721 Seychelles eS ans ae e 
722 Northern Territories of the Gold “Coast... sel ane ee 
723 Hong Kong... eee ove 7 
724 Sierra Leone 3 
725 Gold Coast .. es 
726 Turks and Caicos Islands .. % i % 

727 Fiji... . ” 
728 Bechuanaland Protectorate” + 1911-1912 
729 Basutoland .. . 
730 Colonial Survey Committee. : ” 
731 Malta ea SS 
732 Nyasaland ois ” 
733 British Honduras ... ose 1911 
734 Gilbert and Ellice Islands... on 1910 
735 Southern Nigeria ee vue 1911 
736 = Somaliland . aye 1911-1912 
737 ~~ Imperial Institute 1911 
738 Northern Nigeria ... tee ” 
739° = Jamaica see eae A ee 1911-1912 
740 Swaziland = ee ose a 
TAL Bahamas... wee » 
742 Grenada 1911 
743 Uganda _ eee 1911-1912 
744 Mauritius ae 1911 
745 Trinidad and Tobago - 1911-1912 
746 British Guiana ‘ ” 
747 St. Vincent’... Pf 
748 Barbados i 
749 Leeward Islands 35 
750 Straits Settlements ne 1911 
751 East Africa Protectorate ... ees 1911-1912 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No Colony, &c. Subject. 

72 Fiji... Hurricane, 1910. 

73 Jamaica . Cayman Islands. 

74 Ceylon Mineral Surveys, 1906-7 and 

1907-8. 
75 . West Indies ... Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 

16 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 

77 St. Vincent ... Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 

78 Weihaiwei Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria Mineral Surveys, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies ... Preservation of Ancient Monu- 


ments. 
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No. 758. 


GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS 
PROTECTORATE. 


Tue High CoMMISSIONER To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Office of the High Commissioner for the 
Western Pacific, Suva, Fiji, 
12th December, 1912. 
Sir, 

I nave the honour to refer you to the enclosed copy of a 
letter from Captain Quayle Dickson, in which he stated that he 
had sent to you a copy of his report on the Gilbert and Ellice 
Islands Protectorate for the year 1911. 


I have, &c., 


Bickuam Escort, 
High Commissioner. 
The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Gitpert anv Exiice Istanps PRorectoratEs. 


Resident Commissioner’s Office, 
Ocean Island, 
8th August, 1912. 
Sir, 

I nave the honour to forward herewith my report on the 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Protectorate for the year 1911, a copy 
of which has been forwarded to the Right Honourable the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies. 


T have, &c., 


Jno. Quayte Dickson, 
Resident Commissioner. 
His Excellency 
The High Commissioner 
for the Western Pacific, 
Suva, Fiji. 
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REPORT FOR THE GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS 
PROTECTORATE FOR THE YEAR 1911. 


FINANCE. 


The revenue of these Protectorates for the year ending 1911 
amounted to £21,331 5s., being an increase of £7,367 19s. 6d., 
as compared with the previous financial year. 

The principal increases were under the heads of Customs, 
Licences, Post Office, Miscellaneous. 

Subjoined are comparative statements of revenue and expendi- 
ture for the years 1910 and 1911. 












































REVENUE. 
— 1910. 1911. Increase. Decrease. 
| 
£ os. d. £ 8. d. £ 8d. £ ad. 
Customs... «+ | 1,160 12 11 | 2,233 211] 1,072 10 0 _ 
Native Taxes* ...| 4163 4 1] 3120 7 5 = 1,042 16 8 
Licences... we | 2,552 4 0) 4,103 17 6] 1,551 13 6) _ 
Fees, Court... ats 621 4 8 358 3 3 — 263 1 5 
Post, Office... a = 1,674 19 3) 1,674 19 3 _ 
Phosphate ... oe | 5,358 9 6! 3,701 13 6 _ 1,656 16 0 
Interest... a 31 9 2 51 6 9 1917 7 _ 
Miscellaneous rc 76 1 2) 6,087 14 5] 6011 13 -3 - 
Total ww | 13,963 5 6 | 21,331 5 0 10,330 13 7 |2,962 14 1 
EXPENDITURE. 
— 1910. 1911. Increase. Decrease. 
£38. d £ os. d £os a £ os. d 
Resident Commis- | 1,511 2 5 | 2,049 13 6 537 11 1 = 
sioner’s Department. 
District Administra- | 1,623 5 11 | 1,396 10 2 _ 22615 9 
tion. 
Police 1,683 3 8| 2,044 1 8| 36018 0 = 
Medical 1,183 5 0} 1,883 12 4 200 7 4 _ 
Transport 5,464 6 10| 5,765 9 7| 301 2 9 = 
Postal o° . 37 16 10 397 2 1 359 5 3 _ 
Miscellaneous ove 32115 6| 4,465 5 6| 4,143 10 0 _ 
Public Works, Ann- 125 211 143 9 7 18 6 8) _ 
ually Recurrent. 
Public Works, Extra- 341 6 7 321 5 1 _- 20 1 6 
ordinary. ——— —-—- —-—— — 
Total vs» {12,291 5 817,965 9 6] 5921 1 1] 24617 3 
_ The actual state of the Protectorate on the 31st December, 1911, 
is shown in the following table of assets and liabilities : — 





* The apparent decrease in Native Taxes is due to the fact that the receipts 
for 1910 included arrears due in 1909, 
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Assets. Liabilities. 

£8. de aa 

Cashin hand ... 38 1 0 | Islandfunds ...22,626 3 2 

Cash in bank ... 5,677 15 1 | European estates 2,395 18 10 

Advances «. 732 8 10 | Native estates ... 197 5 3 

Fixed deposits ... 2,000 0 0 | Native deposits... 26115 9 

Investments ... 1,543 13 4 | Nativeremittances 27 14 0 
Remittances... 334 5 8 

Cash with High 

Commissioner 11,580 5 1 
Famine relief ... 786 + 3 
Crown Agents ... 19018 0 
Suspense... as 69 18 9 
Excessofliabilities 2,555 7 0 

25,508 17 0 25,508 17 0 

EXPORTS. 


The principal and practically the only exports from these Pro- 
tectorates are phosphate of lime and copra, the amounts and values 
being :— 








— | 1910. | Value. | 1911. | Value. 
Tons. | £ Tons. £ 
Phosphates ... «.. | 166,695 250,000 142,163 213,250 


Copra eee ae 3,000 | 30,000 2;070 20,700 





For 1910 the figures of the amount of copra are approximate, but 
the amount is under-estimated rather than over-estimated, the fall- 
ing off in 1911 being due to a long-continued drought which termi- 
nated in 1910, having lasted two years. 


ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) Ocean Island.—The year 1911 was a most unfortunate one as 
regards the health of several of the white staff. 

Extra work was also incurred by all officers by the strike of the 
Pacific Phosphate Company’s Gilbert and Ellice Island labourers. 

(b) Butaritari District.—Butaritari being an important port of 
entry for Customs purposes, a white official has always to be in 
residence there; this officer has also charge of the island of Little 
Makin. This district has greatly improved. At Butaritari law 
and order now reigns where previously drunken revelry took place 
on almost every occasion of ships meeting at this port. 
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A small coconut plantation has been planted as a pattern, and it 
is pleasing to see that already some of the landowners are copying 
the system and planting with some method. 

The roads and the native hospitals on Butaritari and Little 
Makin are in first-class order and repair. New Government build- 
ings (native) are in the course of erection on Butaritari; those on 
Little Makin are well kept. 

(c) The Tarawa District has been administered by the same 
officer who has had charge of the Beru District for a portion of 
the year, and although no officer could have worked harder or more 
conscientiously, the district did not receive the attention that was 
necessary, but this was unavoidable. 

(d) The Abemama District has for many years been capably 
administered by the same officer, who has held the appointment 
for several years. This officer had also charge of the Beru District 
for a portion of the year, but when the famine was most keenly 
felt the work of the two districts was too much for one officer, and 
the supervision of the Beru District was transferred to the acting 
magistrate at Tarawa. 

(e) No progress was made in the Abemaima or Beru Districts, all 
energies being devoted to combating and relieving the distress, 
which was most successfully supervised, and every praise is due 
to the white officers and the many loyal native officials for the 
careful issuing of the rice rations to those in need, and for the 
general supervision and administration under the very trying 
circumstances. 

A few repairs of the damage done by the westerly winds and 
heavy rains at the termination of the drought were completed or 
in hand during the latter portion of the year. 

(f) The Ellice Islands have made the greatest progress. The 
district magistrate has done excellent work; the rebuilding of the 
villages and the systematic cleaning of bush away. from the vicinity 
has done much to retard the heavy mortality which was so notice- 
able in 1908. Luckily this district was practically free from 
drought, and the magistrate was able to spend the whole of his 
energies to the advancement of the natives. This was the only 
officer in the Gilberts and Ellice who was not detailed for other 
work besides hisown. 

(g) The Union Group.—On this date (8th of August, 1912) I 
have not yet received for this district any report for the year. 
Only very few letjers have been received from the district magis- 
trate, so I can say very little about the district. I had intended 
visiting the group during the year, but, having received instruc- 
tions not to leave Ocean Island pending the settlement of certain 
important matters, I was unable to do so. 


THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


The Medical Department was heavily handicapped. The senior 
officer obtained a year’s leave on account of ill-health at the end 
of 1910, and the only other medical officer, who had only lately 
arrived, and with no experience of local conditions or require- 
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ments, was left to supervise all island hospitals, supply medicines 
throughout the group, keep up the main hospital at Tarawa, aud 
train the medical students at the school at Tarawa. 

The medical school for students and the cases requiring opera- 
tions, alone, made it impossible for him to leave Tarawa for more 
than a few days at a time; an inspection of island hospitals 
throughout the group was out of the question. 

The death rate compared with birth rate is as follows: — 














Island. Population. | Births. Deaths. | Increase. , Decrease. 
| 

Banaba «. gee 486 32 23 9 
Butaritari eee 1,312 44 24 20 - 
Makin ... eos Returns| not yet received. 

Tarawa .. sie 2,746 69 80 — 11 
Abaiaii ... oe 2,415 99 60 39 - 
Marakei ... on 1,434 54 53 1 _ 
Maiana ... ee 1,485 39 36 3 _ 
Abemama one 794 19 31 = 12 
Kuria ... eee 172 4 2 2 _ 
Ananauka ase _— 4 9 _ i 5 
Nonouti... «|. 2,558 62 110 Sh ges 
Tabiteuea sek 4,028 91 87 4 | _ 
Beru we | QT 57 59 a 2 
Nikinau ... oe 1,715 35 30 5 - 
Onotoa ... ap 1,585 66 52 14 | _ 
Tamana ... a: 891 39 31 8 —_ 
Arorae ... oe 1,155 56 13 _ 17 
Nanomea, . 666 37 19 18 — 
Nanomaga 329 26 15 IL _— 
Nui 309 9 19 _— 10 
Nuitao 568 26 19 7 _ 
Viatupu ... 475 26 12 14 = 
Nukufetau ae 315 13 12 1 ae 
Funafuti... sie 224 8 15 _ 7 
Nukuleilei AS 182 5 2 3 — 
Unions .«. eos No records receijved from tlhese island|s. 

















Every effort is being made to improve this unsatisfactory state. 
The medicines supplied to the islands for the year amounted to, 
roughly, £400, but I am of opinion that nearly double this amount 
could be used without waste or deterioration. 


THE DROUGHT. 


The drought terminated this year, the rainfall at Ocean Island 
being 118 inches 89 points. No complete record exists of the rain 
fallen in the group, but from all reports the rainfall has been 
abnormal, and the islands will again show a great improvement. 

Marakei and the Ellice Islands, from Nui south, were not affected 
by the drought. 

Butaritari, Makin, Nanomea, and Nanomaga were slightly 
affected. 

Portions of Beru, Tabiteuea and Nikunau were seriously 
affected. : 
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The other portions of Beru, Tabiteuea and Nikunau, and the 
islands of Nonouti, Tamana, Onota, and Arorae were very 
seriously affected. 

The copra exports in 1909 were, roughly, 3,791 tons. 
in 1910 ,, “a 8,046 ,, 
in 1911 ,, ie 2,070 ,, 

Native taxes were partly remitted on the islands of Abaiaii, 
Tarawa, Abemama, and Ananuka, and entirely remitted on 
Tabiteuea, Nonouti, Beru, Nikinau, Onotoa, Tamana, and 
Arorae. 





THE CENSUS. 


The census of the inhabitants of the Protectorate was taken 
during the year. 
The following are the returns : — 

















Islands. Europeans.| Natives. | Asiatics. | Totals. 

Ocean Island ws we | 1,284 | 226 1,621 
Gilberts (16) Rie & eas 84 25,1383 | 25 25,242 
Ellice (9) ve tee tee 4 3,084 | 1 3,089 
Unions (3) ... one ase 2 912 | _- 914 
On board ships (7) ... aus 96 110 49 255 
Totals ies etn 297 30,523 | 301 31,121 





Of the 1,284 natives on Ocean Island, 486 were Banaban 
natives, the remainder being natives from other islands either 
employed by the Pacific Phosphate Company as labourers, pupils 
of the Bingham Institute, or police and prisoners. 





POST OFFICE. 


A postal system was inaugurated on the Ist of January, and it 
is pleasing to note how the natives have taken advantage of the 
same, and how quickly they have grasped what is required of 
them. The number of letters received at Ocean Island alone, 
excluding official and registered, numbered 11,655 during the year, 
and 18,816 were despatched. 


TRANSPORT. 


The Government steamer ‘‘ Tokelau,’’ though most unsuitable 
for her work of deep-sea voyage, having been built for the 
Australian coastal trade, has been used by me and my officers for 


Ocean Is. 


Lit. Makin. 


Butaritari. 
Marakei. 
Abaiaii. 
Tarawa. 
Maiana. 
Kuria. 
Aranuka, 
Abemama. 
Nonouti. 
Tabiteuea. 
Beru. 
Onotoa. 
Nukunau. 
Tamana. 
Arorae. 
Nanomea. 
Nanomafia. 
Nuitao. 
Nui. 
Vaitupu. 


Nukufetau. 


Funafuti. 


Nukulaelae. 


Nurakita. 
Atafu. 
Nukunono. 
Fakaofu. 
Swain’s Is. 
Rotumah. 
Apia. 
Suva, Fiji. 
Auckland. 
Tulagi. 
Sydney. 


Fanning Is. 
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Ocean Is. 

322 Lit. Makin. 

305 30 Butaritari. 

281 80 74 Marakei. 

262 103 92 34 Abaiafi. 

245 119 108 51 32 Tarawa. 

232 137 126 62 52 28 Maiana. - 

238 #190 183 112 108 84 62 Kuria. 

248 196 190 117 111 91 69 13 Aranuka,. 

271 193 187 112 112 95 74 35 28 Abemama, 7. 
294 264 281 184 183 166 142 85 74 86 Nonouti. 

309 289-283) 215-207, 200: «175s :118 =: 110-—s:119 52 Tabiteuea. 

386 336 330 260 265 252 230 183 169 170 120 87 Beru. 

359 346 340 270 270 255 233 182 168 176 113 68 42 Onotoa. 

415 349 343 270 283 272 251 206 193 191 147 120 36 68 Nukunau. 

391 393 386 320 319 304 282 223 2138 221 160 110 69 54 81 Tamana. 

448 432 426 352 358 344 3822 270 258 254 204 160 94 100 85 60 Arorae. 

489 572 567 496 492 470 434 391 383 391 330 283 263 233 266 189 189  Nanomea. 

520 612 607 536 532 510 474 4381 423 431 370 321 303 270 302 227 2929 40 Nanomaiia. 

561 623 619 545 545 525 500 449 440 450 382 334 296 280 292 230 210 77 63 Nuitao. 

596 682 677 606 603 585 562 505 497 505 440 395 362 343 361 293 278 114 76 72 Nui. 

675 623 735 658 660 647 624 563 555 560 495 450 405 392 396 240 310 188 160 117 93 Vaitupu. 

689 756 751 682 680 671 650 588 580 588 523 475 435 420 419 360 334 197 164 132 90 35 Nukufetau. 

737 «$15 810 736 734 714 691 638 630 634 567 524 479 466 470 412 382 260 220 188 151 74 64 Funafuti. 

798 870 864 790 794 781 751 698 690 694 627 584 539 526 530 472 442 317 281 248 208 134 120 70 Nukulaelae. 

840 930 925 851 860 832 819 762 753 758 700 648 615 588 620 536 510 367 328 308 253 9204 180 138 #85 Nurakita. 

1170 1138 1132 1063 1076 1066 1043 1000 988 985 940 904 820 830 796 785 731 701 682 626 620 528 550 510 465 496 Atafu. 

1216 1195 1186 1117 1130 1120 1097 1054 1042 1039. 994 958 874 884 850 839 785 756 737 676 670 578 590 548 496 527 54 Nukunono. 
1252 1230 1221 1152 1165 1158 1135 1092 1080 1077 1032 996 912 922 888 877 823 796 772 712 705 613 626 579 534-564 92 38 Fakaofu. 
1304 1282 1280 1217 1228 1217 1193 1146 1134 1130 1085 1051 969 976 946 928 878 825 800 750 732 642 648 604 549 585 171: 121 100 Swain’s Is. 
828 977 971 900 897 875 846 794 795 800 737 692 672 644 673 600 586 413 374 383 315 317 285 276 253 181 660 683 714 700 
1352 1380 1374 1301 1310 1294 1280 1207 1206 1212 1154 1120 1045 1042 1028 997 953 866 836 793 763 680 670 633 563 550 313 282 268 170 
1214 1398 1384 1300 1298 1290 1262 1210 1210 1216 1156 1110 1095 1066 1098 1026 1017 836 798 810 739 735 694 651 592 508 792 793 806 747 
2180 2414 2404 2336 2328 2304 2283 2230 2225 2241 2181 2139 2130 2099 2137 2060 2057 1875 1835 1850 1780° 1772 1737 1722 1686 1599 1830 1816 1814 1868 
780 1100 1080 1062 1043 1021 1009 1000 1008 1033 1026 1022 1086 1050 1116 1058 1110 1002 1019 1058 1026 1120 1108 1150 1197 1159 1636 1675 1712 1721 
2236 2560 2541 2500 2476 2443 2425 2397 2397 2420 2383 2363 2403 2365 2425 2353 2400 2227 2198 29236 2170 2207 2170 2176 2160 2084 2512 2521 2535 2477 
1880 1660 1670 1637 1667 1673 1662 1650 1631 1621 1628 1590 1521 1545 1482 1548 1480 1570 1575 1515 1552 1477 


DISTANCE CHART or tae GILBERT, ELLICE, anp UNION GROUPS, 
AND OTHER Paciric IsLanps, &C., ISSUED BY THE GILBERT AND Exuice IsLanps PRoTECTORATES, WESTERN PaciFic, 


1504 1486 1470 1532 1081 1074 1062 1132 


Rotumah. 
Apia, Samoa. 


667 
424 
1467 
1028 
1910 
1710 


637 
1720 
1695 
2355 
1287 


Suva, Fiji. 

1140 Auckland. 

1214 1880 Tulagi, Solomons. 

1743 1280 1595 Sydney. 

1868 2839 2584 3593 Fanning Is, 


Hosted by Goo le 
3 


GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS PROTECTORATE, 191]. 9 


visiting the islands to a greater extent than the previous year, as 
the following statement will show :— 


Year. 
1910. 1911. 
Number of voyages Gi 19 24 
Distances ... Res ... 15,834 miles 23,719 miles 
Average speed knots 6°01 6°76 
Coal consumption ... bee 612 tons 686 tons 
Number of passengers 662 581 


Some idea of the isolated position of the various islands can be 
gathered from the attached table showing the distances between 
the various islands and groups. 


T have, &c., 


Jno. Quayte Dickson, 
Resident Commissioner. 
Ocean Island. 
8th of August, 1912. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from the sources 
indicated on the title page :— 

















ANNUAL. 
Colony, &c. Year. 
Hong Kong c 1911 
Sierra Leone - “ 
Gold Coast ... ose ane . a 
Turks and Caicos Islands... 7 f 
Fiji(te es eee ae ; 4 
Bechuanaland Protectorate + 1911-1912 
Basutoland ... ane see a iy 
Colonial Survey Committee . ” 
Malta . ose jee A oA 
Nyasaland ... eae ae a 
British Honduras ... ave q : 1911 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands... - . 1910 
Southern Nigeria ... ef . 5 1911 
Somaliland ... +s ‘ « 1911-1912 
Imperial Institute ... ‘ . 1911 
Northern Nigeria ... es . a, 
Jamaica. toe ose q + 1911-1912 
Swaziland .. ue ane . ” 
Bahamas... See ” 
Grenada ae 1911 
Uganda «1911-1912 
Mauritius ... ons 1911 
Trinidad and Tobago 1911-1912 
British Guiana ae se see n 
St. Vincent ... oi one ” 
Barbados ves . ” 
Leeward Islands ... ie ” 
Straits Settlements... is 1911 
1911-1912 


East Africa Protectorate : : ; 
St. Lucia see 


” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &c. Subject. 
Fiji... ave one Hurricane, 1910. 
Jamaica we Cayman Islands. 
Ceylon oe Mineral Surveys, 1906-7 and 


West Indies... 


Southern Nigeria 
St. Vincent ... 


Weihaiwei ... oe 
Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland... 
Southern Nigeria 
Imperial Institute ... 
Southern Nigeria... 
West Indies... 


1907-8. 

Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 

Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 

Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 

Census, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments. 
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CAYMAN ISLANDS (JAMAICA). 


Tue Governor To THE SgecRETARY or STATE. 


King’s House, 
Jamaica, 
20th March, 1913. 
Sir, 

I nave the honour to transmit, for your information, a 
copy of a report by the late Acting Commissioner of the Cayman 
Islands, in the nature of a report on the Annual Blue Book of 
that Dependency for the year 1911-12. 


2. I would beg leave to explain that the Acting Commis- 
sioner’s attention had been directed to the need for preparing an 
Annual Blue Book of the Dependency and for furnishing 
Annual Reports, and to add that Mr. A. C. Robinson, who has 
now assumed duty as Commissioner of the Cayman Islands, will 
be required to furnish a yearly Blue Book and report thereon in 
future. 

I have, &c., 


W. H. Mannine, 
Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 


Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 


(30015—2.) Wt. 35104—688. 1125 & 90. 5/183. D&S. A 
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FINANCIAL. 


The total revenue of the Cayman Islands for the financial year 
ended 30th September, 1912, amounted to £3,795 9s. 5d., and 
the expenditure totalled £2,700 2s. 4d., leaving a surplus of 
£1,095 7s. 1d. to swell the assets of the Dependency. Including 
the year under review, the average revenue for five years is 
£3,515. The receipts for the past year are therefore £270 
above the average. The expenditure for the year is £341 below 
the average for the five years period, the smaller disbursements 
on Public Works accounting for the difference. In the five years 
including 1912 the cost of the maintenance and construction 
of roads amounted to £3,940, and other expenditure on Public 
Works made a grand total under this head of £5,806, or an 
average of £1,161 per annum. 


The following tables show the totals of revenue and expendi- 
ture for the past five years, and the amounts under separate 
heads for the past two years: 

















Finances. 
Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1907-8... my vee 4,569 2,773 
1908-9... ae “a 3,610 38,7385 
1909-10... ie = 2,824 3,282 
1910-11... es is 2,779 _ 2,716 
I9UEL .5.3 wat es 38,795 2,700 
Average five years... £3,515 £3,041 
Head of Revenue. 1910-11. 1911-12. 
£ £ 
Customs mae tes ae an 1,520 1,638 
Internal Revenue... a oe 328 370 
Port Dues ude ae ao eS 19 23 
Payments for Special Service Ne 34 43 
Post Office uae ee ane en 784 1,640 
Revenue from.Government Property 16 12 
Interest oe ads a as 75 67 
Miscellaneous wil ie wo, 3 2 








Totals oe ia £2,779 = £3,795 
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Head of Expenditure. 


Comimissioner’s Department ... 


Judicial Department 
Legislative Department 
Medical Department ... 
Police and Prisons 
Charitable 

Education 

Registration 
Miscellaneous ees 

Post Office Department 
Lighthouse pera 
Public Works ... 


Totals 








ASSELs AND LIABILITIES. 


On the 30th September, 1912, 


were as follows :— 


£8 8 
Balance of cash in the Jamaica Treasury 3,027 17 
Interest due on monthly balances nie 67 3 
Cash in Treasury, Grand Cayman a 520 12 
Cash in Treasury, Cayman Brac ... Pe 209 4 
Remittances in transit ms : 6 5 
Advances recoverable 5 0 
£3,836 3 

The local liabilities were :— 
£ os. 
Deposits . 105 1 
Government Savings Bank 364 12 
£469 13 


ae 716 22, 


100 


5 


1910-11 1911-12. 


the assets of the Dependency 


as 
Al omnmn2sa® 


wl wmo® 


The account of money order business through Jamaica is not 
available in exact figures. The balance is, however, in favour 
of Jamaica by somewhat over £500, so that the balance of assets 


ot the Dependency at the end of the year was, approximately, 


£2,800. 
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TRADE AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports. 
The value of the imports from all countries has been in— 


1907-8 Ye Ae oo 22,774 
1908-9 ee se es 22,091 
1909-10 Be an set 23,858 
1910-11 8 os ia 26,232 
1911-12 a nea és 28,444 
Average for five years, £24,680. 
Exports. 


The exports to all countries have totalled in value as follows : -~ 


1907-8 an Bas nae 11,629 
1908-9 ies sc bat 11,995 
1909-10 aoe whe 6 11,371 
1910-11 oe abe ie 10,992 
1911-12 ee 12,323 


Average for five "years, : £11,662. 


SHIPPING. 


Sures ENnTEReEp. 



































1910-11. 1911-12. 
Ships. Tons, Ships. | Tons. 
British ... de ant ae 207 14,095 231 | 15,775 
United States ... nee tie 30 1,854 27 1,173 
Central American ww 9 388 18 | 825 
Other Foreign ... bey seh 1 19 5 | 4,881 
Totals... aes 247 16,356 281 | 22,654 

Suips CLEsRED. 

1910-11. 1911-12, 
Ships. | Tons. Ships. | Tons. 
British ... ane oe eee 230 15,470 242 15,968 
United States 0. eae 31 1,916 29 1,335 
Central American ea oes 12 498 16 899 
Other Foreign ... 0s. oe 1 19 5 4,881 
Totals... ae 274 17,903 292 23,083 
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SAVINGS BANK. 


The Government Savings Bank, established in 1908, has con- 
tinued to grow in usefulness. The transactions for the financial 
year ended the 30th September, 1912, were: deposits, £283 11s., 
withdrawals, £190 12s. 2d. 

The balances due depositors at the end of each year have been: 
in 1909, £31 4s. 9d.; in 1910, £83 8s. Td.; in 1911, £264 16s.; 
and in 1912, £364 12s. 7d. 


POST OFFICE. 


The Post Office Department has since its establishment con- 
tributed largely to the finances of the Dependency, and in the 
last five years has been responsible for nearly one-half of the 
revenue. 





Post Office 
Year. Revenue. Total Revenue. 

1907-8 sah aS 2,275 4,569 
1908-9 fae 1,758 3,610 
1909-10... Saal 769 2,824 
1910-11... Ase 784 2,779 
1911-12... ant 1,640 3,795 

Total... £8,226 £11,577 








As is usual in all small and isolated countries, the sales of 
postage stamps to collectors are considerable. 
he inland postal service would appear steadily growing in 
favour and the increase in the amount of business is marked. 
The foreign receipts are large in proportion to the population 
because of emigration to the | Canal Zone, the Central American 
republics and to the Gulf ports of the United States. The 
following tables show the amount of mail matter dealt with in 
two years :— 





' Local Mails. | Foreign Mails. 
: | 





eS Postal Packets. 
| Postal packets | 

| handled. ] 

' | Received. | Despatched. 








1910-11 aes tee wee 16,781 29,854 13,903 
1911-12 ane ws ar 20,544 | 33,011 16,546 
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Post OFFicEe OrDERs. 


All money order business is done through Jamaica, the offices 
at George Town, Grand Cayman, and at Cayman Brac alone 
transacting :— . 


Orders Orders 
issued. cashed. 
£ £ 
1910-11 ae Le as 2,921 3,051 
1911-12 sae nae a 3,557 2,819 
JUDICIAL. 


The Grand Court, with unlimited civil and criminal jurisdic- 
tion, in which the Commissioner sits as judge, has two semi- 
annual sessions, in June and December. There are quarterly 
Petty Courts dealing solely with the smaller civil actions in 
which two justices sit, and also weekly Petty Sessions of two 
justices, taking cognizance of minor offences. 

Serious crime is almost unknown and the criminal matters 
enquired into are generally of a trifling nature. It is a very 
unusual circumstance to have a prisoner in gaol. 


LEGISLATIVE. 


The Legislative Assembly of the Justices (twelve at present) 
and Vestrymen (27) meets by statute in September in each year 
to make provision for the next financial year beginning on the 
Ist October and, otherwise, when summoned for despatch of 
business. 

By recent resolution the Assembly has agreed to a substantial 
diminution of its membership, and the matter is now under 
consideration. 

The following Laws were enacted in the years 1910-11-12 :— 

Law 1 of 1910.—The Appropriation Law, 1910-11. This 
makes the ordinary appropriation for the financial year, 
£2,678 Qs. 

Law 2 of 1910.—A Law to amend Law 7 of 1908. This 
amends the Education Law as regards the composition of the 
Board of Education. 

Law 1 of 1911.—The Appropriation Law, 1911-12. This 
makes the ordinary appropriation for the financial year, £2,779. 

Law 2 of 1911.—A Law to allow and confirm certain expen- 
diture incurred in the financial year 1909-10. This is a supple- 
mentary appropriation legalizing excess of expenditure in 


1909-10, £834 9s. 4d, 


CAYMAN {[SLANDS, 1911-12. > 


Law 8 of 1911.—A Law to further amend Law 7 of 1908. 
This is an amendment of the Education Law with respect to 
absences of pupils by way of sickness, and provides for the 
instruction of pupil teachers. 

Law 1 of 1912.—A Law to amend Law 4 of 1898, the Cayman 
Islands Tax Collection and Internal Revenue Law. This 
increases to two shillings the annual tax on fire-arms and defines 
the conditions under which a servant may use his master’s 

un. 

. Law 2 of 1912.—A Law in aid of the Public Health Law. 
This is an amendment to enforce the erection and proper main- 
tenance of latrines on occupied house lots. 

Law 8 of 1912.—The Appropriation Law, 1912-18. This 
makes the ordinary appropriation for the financial year, £3,032. 

Law 4 of 1912.—The George Town Market Law Amendment. 
Law, 1912. This repeals an amendment of the Market Law 
requiring all fish sold in the town to be sold through the market. 

Law 5 of 1912.—A Law to amend the Cayman Islands Customs 
Consolidation Law. This provides that proceedings for the 
recovery of penalties may be taken at any time within six 
months of any offence against the Customs Law coming to the 
knowledge of the Collector of Customs. 

Law 6 of 1912.—A Law to make provision with respect to 
vessels engaged in the Nicaraguan Turtle Fisheries. This Law 
is designed to secure on reasonable terms the privilege to Cay- 
manian vessels of catching turtle in Nicaraguan waters, and is 
the outcome of diplomatic negotiation. Before starting on the 
voyage the master of a Caymanian vessel pays a small voyage 
licence fee of 10s., and on his return he pays 2s. for each turtle 
“‘crawled.”’ These amounts are to be subsequently handed over 
to the Nicaraguan Government. Assent to this Law has been 
withheld by the Governor pending the signing of an agreement 
between the Imperial and Nicaraguan Governments. 

Law 7 of 1912.—A Law to provide for the giving of security 
by public officers in the Cayman Islands. This Law brings the 
law of the Dependency in line with that of other colonies on the 
question of bonds for fidelity in office. This Law has not yet 
been assented to by the Governor. 





PUBLIC WORKS. 


In the five years 1907-12 substantial sums have been expended 
under this head, the extension and improvement of roads 
accounting for the greater part of the expenditure. The main 
road from George Town, on the west, to Boddentown, half-way to 
the east end, is in fair condition except in wet weather. 

Since 1910 a riding road 12 feet wide has been cut through 
the bush between George Town and West Bay, a distance of 
seven miles. The surface is, however, sandy and loose, and it 
is questionable whether it is possible to convert it into a driving 
road except at great expense. 


30015 B 
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SHIPBUILDING. 


It would be made to appear from a cursory glance at the 
register for 1912 that there had been a revival in this industry. 
The figures for the two previous years were, however, small, 
and, evidently, unfinished vessels in 1910-11 were launched in 
1912. In 1910 two vessels were launched, the largest 47 tons; 
total tonnage, 87 tons. In 1911 a small sloop of 8 tons was 
launched. In 1912 seven vessels were completed, the largest 
55 tons; total tonnage, 246 tons. The industry is a valuable 
one and is to be encouraged and fostered. 

There are now remaining on the register 25 vessels, with a 
total tonnage of 1,524 tons. There are, however, many vessels 
built in the Caymans and manned entirely by Caymanians under 
the flags of Cuba and the Central American republics, the earn- 
ings of which contribute to the support of families in the 
Dependency. 


POPULATION. 


The returns of the census in June, 1911, show a total popula- 
tion of 5,564. Of these, 2,322 are white, 2,211 are coloured, 
and 1,031 black. As regards education, 3,087 were returned as 
able to read and write, 749 as able to read only, and 1,728, 
including children, as illiterate. In religious denominations the 
people are mainly Presbyterians, 3,264 being returned as such. 
There were 981 Baptists, all in the Lesser Islands; and 357 are 
returned as of the ‘‘ Church of God.” 

During 1912 there were 206 births: 114 males and 92 females. 
Of these 174 were legitimate and 32 illigitimate. In the same 
period there were 58 deaths: 33 males and 25 females. 


EDUCATION. 


At the last inspection of schools in the island of Grand 
Cayman there were present 359 out of 441 pupils enrolled in the 
schools visited. No opportunity offered for the inspection of 
several private schools, and no schools were visited in the Lesser 
Islands. There are in the Dependency about one thousand 
children of school age, but hardly more than two-thirds are 
within reach of ordinary educational advantages. Efforts by 
many interested in progress are now being directed toward ihe 
establishment of a system of free and compulsory education, 
which will entail special taxation. 
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CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT. 


. Dr. G. S. S. Hirst, who had been appointed Commissioner 
and Medical Officer in 1907, died in June, 1912. Affairs were 
temporarily administered by Mr. Edmund Parsons, the senior 
justice of the peace, from June till the end of August, when 
the administration was taken over by Mr. H. H. Hutchings, 
Assistant Commissioner at Turks Islands, pending the appoint- 
ment of a Commissioner. At thé request of the Assembly 
arrangements are being made for the appointment of a Medical 
Officer of Grand Cayman without executive duties. 


H. H. Hurcuiyes, : 
: Acting Commissioner. 
Grand Cayman, 5 
17th February, 1918. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recentreports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from the sources. 
indicated on the title page :— 


Bechuanaland Protectorate. 








ANNUAL, 
Colony, &e. Year. 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast ove ove 1911 
Hong Kong ase ove vee ae oe eee ” 
Sierra Leone ove a oe . one eee es; 
Gold Coast, ... eee was oe 6 ee + 
Turks and Caicos Islands... a . 5 
Fiji... . : ’ 


Basutoland ... _ eee 
Colonial Survey Committee 


























Malia ef ose see . s 
Nyasaland ... ae ooo a 
British Honduras ... eee . 1911 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands... see soe 1910 
Southern Nigeria ... eae ry os on eee 1911 
Somaliland ... oo ase ase one eee 1911-1912 
Imperial Institute ... ous eee use See 1911 
Northern Nigeria ... . * * ae ‘s 
Jamaica Ms es . 1911-1912 
Swaziland o ” 
Bahamas - 
Grenada 1911 
Uganda a 1911-1912 
Mauritius... ave eee 1911 
Trinidad and Tobago 1911-1912 
British Guiana ‘4 
St. Vincent... ar 
Barbados ee tos ove si 
Leeward Islands ... ” 
Straits Settlements at 1911 
East Africa Protectorate ... 1911-1912 
St. Lucia... aye ave aye we ae aoe or 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Protectorate... ote soe 1911 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Colony, &c. Subject. 
Fiji... Hurricane, 1910. 
Jamaica Cayman Islands. 
Ceylon Mineral Surveys, 1906-7 an@ 


West Indies... 


Southern Nigeria 
St. Vincent .., 


Weihaiwei_... ove 
Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland ... 
Southern Nigeria ... 
Imperial Institute ... 
Southern Nigeria ... 
West Indies... 


1907-8. 

Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 

Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 

Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 

Census, 1911. 

Mineral Surveys, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9, 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient Monu~ 
ments. 
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GIBRALTAR. 


(For Report for 1911, see No. 717. 


THE Actinc GovERNOR To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Gibraltar, 


10th May, 1913. 


Sir, 


I wave the honour to forward the Blue Book of Gibraltar 
for the year 1912, accompanied by a report by the Cplspial 


Secretary on the contents thereof. 


T have, &c., 
T. Perrorr, 


Major-General, Acting Governor. 


The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 


(30170—2.) We. 35104688, 1125 & 90. 6/13, D&S. 
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REPORT ON THE ANNUAL BLUE BOOK FOR 1912. 





FINANCIAL. 
£ 
The balance on the Ist of January was 190,514 
The total revenue of the year was... 105,788 
£296 ,252 
The total expenditure of the year was ... 81,613 


leaving a balance on 31st December of £214,689 


The receipts for each of the last five years are shown in the 
tollopaae table : — 

















Heads of Revenue. 1908. 1909. | 1910. | 1911. | 1912. 

| | 

£ £ £ £ £ 

Customs .. +. | 33,600 | 33,363 | 29,512 | 41,610 | 46,983 
Port dues and Wharfage ri 5,966 | 6,020 6,517 | 6,964 | 7,014 
Licences and. Internal Kevenue. 4,271 | 3,940 3,830 3,787 3,903 
Fees and reimbursements in aid | 11,543 | 11,686 | 10,703 | 10,955 | 12,607 
Post Office... vee | 12,548 | 121227 | 141296 | 14,614 | 16,952 
Rents of Crown Property A) 9,408 | 9,903 | 10,636 | 10,371 | 10,546 
Interest on Investments vy» | 5,090 | 5,258 5,333 6,194 | 6,997 
Miscellaneous... as heel 98 144 172 78 736 
82,524 | 85,541 | 80,929 | 94,573 | 105,738 

Land Sales vee oie ve | | 














Total Revenue... ., | 82,524 | 85,541 | 80,929 94,573 | 108,738 





The revenue was £11,165 more than in 1911, the tobacco duty 
having produced an increase of £4,874, the sale of postage and 
revenue stamps an additional £2,325, and the interest on the 
Colony’s invested funds a balance of £6,997, as against £6,194 
in 1911. 

The expenditure, details of which are given below, exceeded 
that of the previous year by £8,223, owing chiefly to the acquisi- 














tion, at a cost of £5,773, of a Freehold site for the erection of a 
new Dost office. 

Heads of Expenditure. | 1908. | 1909. 1910. | 1911, | 1912. 

! 
| | 
£ £ £ £ £ 

Establishments :— | 

(a) PersonalEmoluments.. | 37,100 38,189 | | 37,923 | 37,898 | 38,446 

(5) Other Charges «| 13,456 | 12,752 | 17,983 | 16,111 | 17,605 
Pensions... vee | 2,598 | 2501! 2560 | 2913 | 31077 
Hcclesiastical Grants one ss 1,000 1,000 | 1,000 1/000 1,000 
Public Works Recurrent oe | 2,581 3,234 | 3,626 | 3,592 | 3,806 
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Heads of Expenditure. 1908. | 1909. | 1910. . 1911, "1912. 
| 

£ £ fi i. Ge £ 

Crown Agents .. 00a 49 35 34] 33] — 
Miscellaueous ... | 749 | 2,055 | 3,049 | 8,812) 4,530 
Total Recurrent .. 59,533 | 60,666 | 66,175 | 65,359 | 68,464 

Extraordinary :— i i 

(a) Commercial Mole...) — 2,419 _ 564 31 
(b) Other Works... ., 19,990 | 19,228 | 10,285) 7,467 | 7,345 





76,410 73,390 | 75,840 


| 79,523 | 82,813 | 5,840 
5,7 


Land Purchase ... te ae | | | 








81,613 








Total Expenditure... 79,523 | 82,313 | 76,410 | 73,390 
| 





AssEets AND LtaBILiTIEs. 


There is no public debt. The assets amounted to £474,635, 
The liabilities to £259,996. The excess of assets was £214,639. 


-Assets. 

£ Si uds 

Cash in Treasury ... ais wee gun 280,692 19 4 
Advances... oe fide ins ioe 156 10 10 
Balance of Sanitary Commissioners’ Loan 1,543 4 0 
Invested Funds Ae et on Re 192,241 18 3 
Total sit .. £474,634 12 6 

Liabilities. 

: EO ee a. 
Deposits ce eas bis aed eo. 259,995 15 1 
Excess of assets ie ee a sa 214,638 17 4 

Total a .. £474,634 12 5 


The Supreme Court funds in the custody of the Treasurer 
amounted to £259,353. 


Pusiic Boarps. 


There is but one public Board. It consists of two Commis- 
sioners to represent the Government of Gibraltar, one to repre- 
sent the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, one to represent 
His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for War, the Prin- 
cipal Medical Officer of the Troops, and four other persons chosen 
by the Governor from a panel of qualified persons presented by 
the Grand Jurors, and consisting of the Grand Jurors and eight 
other persons. 

The Commissioners forming the Board are entitled to sue and 
be sued, are described as ‘‘ The Sanitary Commissioners of Gib- 
raltar,’’ and have a common seal. 
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Their powers and ‘duties are defined and regulated by an 
Ordinance entitled ‘‘ The Public Health Ordinance, Gibraltar, 
1907.” 

The income and expenditure of the Commissioners for the year 
1912 were as follows : — 


£ s. d. 
Total revenue ee ee we a 59,852 14 3 


Yotal expenditure on Revenue Account ... 54,420 0 2 


The receipts and expenditure on capital account were :— 


Receipts : — 
Si ed. £ s. d. 

Stock issued of ... 5,000 0 0 
Premium on stock .. 166 711 
Sale of land ne an 96 12 4 


5,258 0 3 


Expenditure se ... 21,005 6 11 
Less credits ae .. 10518 9 
ee 20,899 8 2 


The borrowing powers of the 
Sanitary Commissioners are limi- 
ted to twice the amount of the 
rateable value of the premises in 
Gibraltar, which, as ascertained 
by the revised tenement valua- 
tion on Ist October, 1912, is ... Se ae 214,047 4 0 


The extent of the Commis- 
sioners’ borrowing powers is 


therefore £214,047 4s. x 2 =... ee as 428,094 8 0 


Of the amount mentioned in the foregoing paragraph, 
£215,694 17s. have been raised up to the end of 1912, leaving a 
balance of £212,399 Ils. available to meet expenditure on 
services for which capital would have to be raised. 


Particulars are given in the following statement :— 








Pts. £ s. d. 

Debt on 31st December, 1911 ... 1,605,500.00 159,779 2 0 
Stock issued during 1912 ie . _— 5,000 0 0 
1,605,500.00 164,779 2 0 

Amount repaid in 1912 oat 97,500.00 4,936. 2 0 
1,508,000.00 159,848 0 0 





Borrowing powers as shown above at ... 428,094 8 0 


Nett debt on 31st Deseret, 
1912 ay 
Pts. 1,508, 000 @ Pts. “27 per 
ios ie 


Balance, 7.¢., extent of available borrowing powers 


The ‘ General Sanitary Purposes Rate,” 
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£ s. d. 
159,843 0 0 


50,851 17 0 


og 


215,694 17 


Oo 


212,399 11 0 


which, in 1912, was 


two shillings and six pence in the £, produced £23,757. By 
the sale of sanitary or brackish water at 3d. per 100 gallons the 


Commissioners obtained £11,859. 


following rates : — 


To the shipping, @ 1s. 6d. per 100 gallons, 


To factories, hotels and private houses, 


gallons, 


Fresh water sold at the 


@ Is. 3d. per 100 


To cattle sheds, electricity works and pumping stations, @ 
10d. per 100 gallons, 
From fountains, delivered in butts (including 10d. per 100 
gallons for cartage), @ Is. 8d. per 100 gallons, 
From fountains, undelivered, at 10d. per 100 gallons, 
gave £4,819. The ‘electric light works earned £16,842, or a 
profit of £1,950 on the expenditure. 





TRADE, AGRICULTU 


RE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


























| Imports. Exports. 
Year. | | i ] 
{ 
| Wine. | Spirits. sand Tobacco. | Wine. ° Spirits. | Tobacco. 
J oe 
F j j 
| Galls. | Gall. | Galls, | Ibs. | Galls. | Galls, Ibs. 
1908 . o | 135, 048 | 67,268 | 666,267 | 3,500,256 | 15,923 8,005 | 1,359,485 
1909 ... | 129,812 | 64, 982 ; 639,934 3,674,041 | 16,232 | 34,144 | 1,494,097 
64, 157 651,582 2) 337, 629 | 16,262 34,622 | 1,119,767 
| 70-212 666,243 | 4,064,557 | 13,093 40,107 | 11739,547 
627,75 | 5,962,714 54,299 | 32.984 | 1,204,731 


1912... 174006 | 64,436 


I 





Te ake coaling trade, which is conducted by means of 19 
hulks, there was a small but appreciable increase, as may be 
seen from the following return : — 


Year. 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 


Steamers. 
1,053 
1,103 
1,424 
1,830 
2,010 


Tons. 
134,488 
147,980 
170,942 
231,255 
239,051 
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‘The number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in each 



































































































of the last two years are shown hereunder :— 
Steam. Vessels. 7 
Entered. ! Cleared. 
i 
‘ 1911, 1912, 1911 1912, 
Nationality. | 
4 | how si all 
4 . ‘ : 
g/ 2 i 8; & g) 2 
> a cd : it > a | 
Sie ] 
Great Britain | 169,207 3,546,709 622,076 
Spain... 240,314 | “168,140 | 227,979 
Germany 878,000 872,308 | 814,398 
Norway 138,220 | 140,668 161,858 
Sweden 49,487 | 51,807 | 50,187 
France 146,981 | | 145,357 | 214,058 
Denmark 93,908 95,848 104,112 
Ttaly .. 56 | 242,954 214,507 
Holland i 171,014 ' 260,327 
Greece | 115,655 | 108,064 
Austria ; 166,113 | 101,228 
Belgium 20,974 9,677 
Russia vey 80) 23,381 25,626 | 33,636 
Other Coun-; 11! = 7,464 7,845 | 1,844 
tries. | -| - - —— 
Total Steam] 8,456 | 5,859,096 | 3,578 | 6. 3,440 | 5,766,518 928,948 
Vessels, | i | | 
\ ! I | 
Sailing Vessels. 
: = 
Great Britain 11,958 100 15,209 | 104 
Spain... | 8,768 | 106 4,156 | 110 
Portugal 17 1,898 7 
Denmark 21 2,743 9 
Norway ji tt) 2 2,358 9 
Russia 3 2 1,997 2 
Italy ... | 10 8 3,606 5 
Holland i 18 6 993 2 
France 6 7 855 5 
Germany... aL 2 195 1 
Other Coun- 3 1 1,106 1 
tries. t _—_——-! -|—- 
Total Sailing} 418 | 444} 34,963 | 292 35,116 | 255] 19,589 
Vessels, — ri =| — 
Grand Total... | 3,874 | 5,903,529 | 4,022 ° 6,055,465 | 3,732 | 5,800,634 | 3,840 | 5,943,537 
\ i i i ion 
LEGISLATION. 


‘Twelve Ordinances were passed during the year. 


EDUCATION. 


_A return of the number of scholars on the rolls of the State- 
aided, elementary schools for the education of the poor, and in 


average attendance, is made below. : 
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The figures are in respect of the school year Ist April, 1911, 
to 8lst March, 1912 :— 























_ dioman: Hebrew. | Public. |Industrial.| Total. 
1911 :-— 
Onrolls  ... a 1,960 128 324 161 2,573 
Average attendance 1,542 104 250 109 2,005 
1912 :— 
Onrolls ... see 1,954 220 317 165 2,656 
Average attendance 1,572 121 257 109 2,059 





The Gibraltar Education Code provides a grant of 25s. per 
child in average attendance in an efficient day school which has 
been opened 400 times in the school year—Ist April to 81st 
iMarch—or has met 200 times, morning and evening, for at least 
three hours’ secular instruction in English. For a night school 
which has opened 40 times in the year for not less than 14 hours’ 
secular instruction in English, the grant is 6s. for each scholar 
who shall have made 40 attendances, and 15s. for each scholar 
in average attendance. Children who have attained the age of 
15 years are not retained in the schools. ‘This age limit does not, 
however, apply to the night schools. 

The total expenditure of the schools is returned at £3,517, and 
Bs revenue at £3,437, of which the Government contributed 

2,510. 

In addition to the public elementary (or poor) schools there 
are a number of private schools, with a total of 562 boys and 
girls in attendance, and also the military, schools with an 
attendance of 192 boys and girls. 

A series of lectures on hygiene, illustrated by lantern slides, 
was given to school children during the year, and arrangements 











were also made for giving a series of lectures prepared by the 
Visual Instruction Committee of the Colonial Office. 
School Govetn: Noluntary Total |Expendi- 
—_— Fees. Grant. butions: Revenue. | ture. 
Roman Catholic :— £ £ £ £ £ 
1911 eee ae 345 1,900 107 2,352 2,256 
1912 % «| B33 1,913 207 2,543 | 2450 
Hebrew : 
1911... ae see 131 197 143 471 527 
1912 ... ee vee 108 148 158 414 583 
Public :— 
1911 ... oo ees 69 312 33 414 310 
1912 ... ee eee 66 313 32 411 309 
Infant and Industrial :-— 
1911... oes one 23 136 46 205 182 
1912 ... eee see 23 136 _ 159 175 
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GOVERNMENT INSLITUTIONS. 


The daily average number of patients under treatment in the 
Colonial Hospital was 49 (39 males and 10 females). The total 
number treated, including those remaining in the hospital at the 
end of the previous year (53), was 638 (494 males and 144 
females); the number remaining at the end of the year was.98 
(66 males and 32 females). 

The number of important surgical operations performed was 
250. Of those who underwent operation, 2, or less than one 
per cent., died. The total number of deaths in the hospital was 
37. The number of out-patients treated was 6,261. 

In the small-pox hospitals 16 patients were treated (11 males 
and 5 females); 12 were received during the year, of whom 3 
died. Neither of these 3 had been vaccinated since infancy. 

The cost of maintenance of the whole institution amounted to 
£6,380, exclusive of expenditure on painting, repairs, altera- 
tions, &c. The net cost per bed was £110 10s. 3d., or 6s. a day. 

A tuberculosis dispensary, to which the Colonial Government 
contributed a sum of £625, was opened at the beginning of the 
year. The institution is under the management of the Sanitary 
Commissioners. During the year 180 patients passed through 
the dispensary for inspection and treatment. The working 
scheme is based largely on the Edinburgh system, Sir R. W. 
Philip, Dr. Lyall, and others having courteously placed the 
working of that system and other matters at the disposal of the 
Medical Officer of Health of the Sanitary Commissioners. 

Patients are visited at their homes and advised as to their 
mode of life and the best means of protecting other members of 
the family from infection. Where the rooms in which they 
live are unsuitable, by reason of being shut in and dark, patients 
ave advised to seek more suitable accommodation, and, in case of 
need, receive financial assistance to enable them to do so. The 
Commissioners also are the landlords of a house capable of 
receiving ten families. Besides giving advice to patients, some 
16,000 pints of milk and 4,000 pounds of beef have been distri- 
buted during the year. There are also three salaried Medical 
Officers whose duty it is to visit the sick poor in their houses 
and afford them gratuitous medical treatment. 

The daily average number of patients in the lunatic asylum 
was 33 (22 males and 11 females), 18 (15 males and 3 females) 
having been admitted during the year. There were 4 deaths (3 
males and 1 female). 

The total cost of the institution, exclusive of medicines and 
repairs to the building, was £1,791. The average cost per patient 
was £54 5s. 9d. : 

The average age of the male inmates was 49, that of. the 
females 53. The oldest male was 73, the youngest 26. The 
oldest female was 66, the youngest 43. The patient who has 
been the longest time an inmate of the asylum is a deaf mute— 
a male, 69 years of age. He was admitted in 1880. © 

There were 4,518 depositors in the Savings Bank at the close 
whe re a 2 a pesetas 416,025 to their credit. 

€ deposits received amounted to £48,635, the wi 
£50,521 and pesetas 64,477. Pe Sere aerate 
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JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The number of persons committed to prison in 1912 was 146 
(141 men, 5 women). Of these, 3 were naval prisoners sen- 
tenced by the naval authorities. The daily average number 
in prison was 18. One death was reported. No corporal 
punishment was inflicted. 

The prison was maintained at a cost of £1,137, exclusive of 
repairs to buildings, painting, &c. The number of persons’ 
brought before the Police Magistrate was 1,280; of these, 894 
were summarily convicted (260 more than in 1911). There were 
213 persons discharged with a caution, 85 for want of prosecution, 
and 81 on the merits. 

Of the 894 summary convictions, 19 were for offences against 
the person, 1 for malicious injury to property, 23 for offences 
against property, and 851 for other offences, of which 866 were 
for obstruction and other traffic offences. 

The Police Magistrate committed 16 persons for trial in the 
Supreme Court :— 

2 for offences against the person, 
14 for offences against property. 
The 1,289 persons dealt with by the Police Magistrate con- 
sisted of— 
546 aliens. 
70 Maltese. 
540 natives of Gibraltar. 
183 other British subjects. 





VITAL STATISTICS. 


According to the census taken on the 2nd April, 1911, the 
population at that date was as follows :— 





Civil. Male. | Female. | Total. 





In the City and Garrison :— H . 
British subjects Lorene than Maltese): 7,844 8,809 16,653 





Maltese ... ise 261 107 | 368 
Aliens on permit... see we a 681 | 1,418 ; 2,099 

In the Port and Harbour :— ! 
British subjects (others than Maltese)... 104: 2 106 
Maltese... on os 5 i 3 8 
Aliens on permit... toe tee ae 333 | 19 352 

i 
Total Civil... ate eae 9,228 | 10,358 19,586 
Naval... see tee 441 _ 441 
Military... one we 4,476 864 5,340 








Total... | 14145 | 11,222 25,867 
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According to statements furnished by the Chief of Police, 
there was a decrease of 1,140 in the civil population on the 31st 
December, 1912, the figures being :— 














cod | Male. Female. Total. 

aed = Ik ! 

| | | 
British sabjeeie ‘(other than Melisee) ve) 7,554 + 8,168 15,722 
Maltese 192 70 262 
Aliens ... 552) 1,113 1,665 
a in the Bay 229 _— 229 
» on extended tickets Aas cs 328 240 568 
Total .. | 8,855 | 9,591 18,446 





The military population is returned at 4,238 males, 888 
females, total, 5,126. 


Birtus, Marriages anp Degatus. 

Births : — 
1911. 1912. 
Civil... 409 401 
Naval and military .. 120 107 
Total 529 508 

Marriages : — 

Civil... 135 142 
Naval and military .. 34 32 
Total 169 «174 

Deaths :— 
Civil... 305 291 
Naval and military .. 26 18 
Floating . 35 39 
: Total "366 «848 


The eae or crude death-rate per 1,000 persons living in 
1912 was 15°5, as compared with 16 in 1911, and 18 in 1910. 
The temperature and rainfall are given ‘hereunder : — 


Air Temperature. 


Month. 1911. 1912. 
January 50°4 55°2 
February 55-2 574 
March 54°9 58°4 
April 579 59°4 
May ... 62°9 66:2 
June ... 66°3 689 
July ... 12:7 70°5 
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Month. 1911. 1912. 
August 8 Eee ae ie 74:2 TW17 
September ... me i ee 27 69-1 
October a ws ae whe 64:9 64:4 
November... ifs aes aie 59°0 58°9 
December... eae se oes 572 557 
Mean maximum te es 10°7 70°9 
Mean minimum re ae ATT 56°8 
Mean for the year... vee 62°4 62°9 
On 2nd On 18th 

ug. Aug. 

: Absolute maximum ... vee 92:0 91:0 
On 18th On 15th 

Jan. Nov. 

Absolute minimum ... eet 24°4 42°2 

Rainfall. 

: 1911. 1912. 

Month. Inches. Inches. 
January ... eae ee nee 5°54 8°24 
February ... oe wes me 4°89 12°10 
March ede ae noe adi 5°32 1:26 
April ae 3 oo TT2 1:31 
May Pea th ale SAP a aN 1:10 “21 
June ae oN ios hd 04 “17 
July ‘Se wt oH Sa — _— 
August... ae wi a 04 —_— 
September he ae Bey 25 2°59 
October... ve oe ofp 2°29 62 
November Se We - 4°35 “52 
December A ae ro 3°36 2°94 

34°90 29°96 





The maximum quantity of rain falling in any twenty-four 
hours was 2°34 inches on the 9th February, in which month nearly 
half the total rainfall for the year was recorded. 

The average rainfall over a period of 115 years is 33°33 
inches. 


POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


The following figures show the transactions of 1912 in com- 
parison with those of 1911:— 
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External. 


United Kingdom {| : 
a, Internal. | ong Other Places. Total. 





From To 
ee mW lwo oe: | Heese ene ae Pie S A epee 
{ H i 
p , 1911 | 148,681 | 910,897 , 1,623,427 | 2,683,005 
Letters and Poat Cards... { 1912 | 155,493 | 908,011 | 1,4917269 | 2'554770 
: : 1911 eee 33,594 | 42.213 | ° 75,807 
Registered Articles ... | 1912 aes 35,516 38,606 74192 
x 1911 1,911 |. 448,968 | 49,842 | 500,721 
ewepapets 11912 5,122 | 543,699 51,948 | 600,769 
Book packets, samples { 1911 — 89,986 |. 36,322 126,308 
and circulars. 1912 — 71,162 | 16,796 | 87,958 
Parcel 1911 — 28,752 | 9,004 | 37,756 
saceal 71912 — 28,737 9,095 387,832 
1911 = 4,794 4,941 9,735 
Dead Letters oy { 19120 — 47508 4,441 8,949 
Dead Regisiered Articles { op ae a ay a 
1911 = 29 2,205 2,234 
Dead Newspapers =». { 1912) — 22 1,380 1,402 

















Money and Postal Order Transactions. 





Issued. 





1908. 1909. 4910, | 1911. 1912, 























United Kingdom and other} £ | & g | £ £ 
countries :— | 
Money Orders... «| 12,871 | 13,906 | 16,114 14,253 | 14,761 
Postal Orders)... 1s.) 27,568. 28,437 | 27,939 | 30,352 | 26,537 
Malta wef 173 | 884] (518 | 458 | ‘879 
Tangier :— ! i 
Local Money Orders cee 252 | 150 | 225 | 120 92 
Total. us ae | 40,864 | 42,827 | 44,791 | 45,183 |. 42,265 
Paid. 





United Kingdom and other | 





countries :— 
Money Orders... we 5,460] 4,993 | 5415 5,088 6,167 
Postal Orders one 5,042 5,244 | 5,547 | 5,835 | 5,890 
Malta... oo eee 26 82 76 38 39 
Tangier : - 


Local Money Orders 1,294 481 384 391-522 











Total ... wee ve | 11,822 





10,800 | 11,422 i 12,618 
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The Post Office (including Savings Bank) was managed at a 
cost of £8,104. The revenue was £16,952. 

The Colonial Government telegraph line connects with San 
Roque, Cadiz, Malaga, and Cordova. Its working is under- - 
taken by the Eastern Telegraph Company on behalf of the 
Colonial Government under an agreement entered into in the 
year 1902. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


But for the outlay on works of public utility which have been 
annually undertaken by the Government since the completion 
of the Admiralty dockyard extension works in 1905, and the 
gradual development of the tourist traffic, the withdrawal from 
circulation of the money spent on labour in connection with those 
works would have been more severely felt than it has been. 
More than £112,000 has been expended during the last seven 
years on repairs, extensions, and new works, but a balance of 
nearly £215,000 at the end of the year indicates that the 
finances of Gibraltar are in a sound condition. 

2. Greater facilities for the landing and embarkation of pas- 
sengers will be afforded when the extension works now beiug 
carried out at Waterport are finished. The works, including a 
new road outside the walls of the garrison, are estimated to cost 
£115,000 and are to be completed within two years. 

3. A proposal for the erection of a first-class hotel, which has 
been some time under consideration, has fallen through. There 
is room for such an hotel without prejudicially affecting those 
already in existence, and an excellent site some five acres or 
more in extent has been selected for this purpose. 

4. The construction of a road to connect the neighbouring 
town of Linea with the village of Campamento has been com- 
menced. When complete, it will greatly facilitate intercourse 
between Gibraltar and Spain, as, instead of the sea beach which 
at present forms the only means of communication, there will 
be a good carriage road approach. A regular motor service has 
already been established between Linea and Gibraltar, which will 
probably be extended on the completion of the new road. 

5. Although emigrant traffic has been carried on at this port 
for nearly fifty years, it has largely increased of late, a regular 
service to Buenos Aires, Brazil, and Hawaii having been estab- 
lished by French and Italian steamers from Marseilles and 
Genoa respectively. 

6. It is satisfactory to note the improvement which is taking 
place in the coal trade. Since 1908, when 1,053 steamers 
received 134,500 tons, there has been a steady annual increase, 
the year 1912 being credited with 2,010 steamers and an output 
of 239,000 tons. 

7. There are, it is believed, about 650 children of 5 years of 
age and under 16 years who fail to attend any school. "This is 
to some extent due to insufficient school accommodation. The 
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necessary accommodation: is now being provided, and as soon 
as this has been done it is proposed to introduce legislation 
making it compulsory for children of the ages above mentioned 
to attend some recognised school. 
* 8. Serious crimes on the part of the inhabitants of Gibraltar 
are rare. On the 3lst December, 1912, there were but 15 
persons in prison, of whom only five were natives of Gibraltar. 

9. The Sanitary Commissioners, who are the body charged 
with the care of the public health, have under construction an 
additional 2,000,000 gallon reservoir for potable water, and an 
additional collecting area, the cost of the works being estimated 
at £60,000. 

10. A revised and consolidated edition of the laws of Gibraltar 
is now being prepared by the Attorney-General (Mr. B. H. T. 
Frere, K.C., LL.B.). The last revised edition was published in 

890. 


Frep. Evans, 
Colonial Secretary. 
7th May, 1913. 
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indicated on the title page :— 





ANNUAL. 

Colony, &c. Year. 
Hong Kong ... 1911 
Sierra Leone... \ 
Gold Coast ... 25 ‘ 
me and Caicos Telands | a3 s 

ch} omer fs tn 

Bechuaneland. Protectorate 1911-1912 
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Malia .. eee “ ” 
Nyasaland i: ase ” 
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Gilbert and Ellice Islands ... 1910 
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Northern Nigeria 








. ” 
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Grenada he 1911 
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Mauritius... E 1911 

Trinidad and Tobago 1911-1912 
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St. Vincent ... 3 
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culture. 
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Southern Nigeria ... 
West Indies 


Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
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Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
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Mineral Survey, 1910. 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1912. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


(A.) Revenue. 


1, The revenue for the year under review, exclusive of a 
grant-in-aid of £2,000, amounted to £8,042, which, though £989 
more than the estimated figure, was less by £580 than the revenue 
collected during the previous year. This falling off is almost 
entirely accounted for by a decrease of £520 in Post Office 
receipts, due to smaller sales of stamps to dealers outside the 
Colony. There was, also, a decrease of £71 under Interest, 
caused partly by the sale of stock necessary to meet withdrawals 
by Savings Bank depositors, and partly by the inability of house- 
holders to pay interest on the claims outstanding against them on 
account of Drainage and Water Services. Other slight decreases 
under Customs, Fines, and Miscellaneous Receipts amounted in 
all to £60. 

Against these shortfalls there were increases under Licences 
and Rents, amounting to £45. 

2. On the whole the figures of revenue do not compare unfavour- 
ably with those of the previous year, and may be taken to indicate 
that the slight improvement in the Colony’s condition which 
was noticed in last year’s Report has been well maintained. 


(B.) ExpEnpITure. 


3. The expenditure during the year amounted to £9,449, being 
an increase of £320 on the expenditure of the previous year. 
Decreases amounted to £439 under various heads, against which 
have to be put increases amounting to £759, the principal of 
which were Post Office, £168, and Miscellaneous Services, £502. 
The former amount includes the cost of printing the new issue 
of George V. postage stamps, whilst the latter comprises special 
expenditure in connection with an outbreak of scarlet fever, and 
additional interest charges on a debt of £6,988 incurred by the 
Colony with the Crown Agents in connection with the wreck of 
the s.s. “ Papanui’’ in 1911. The amount, both principal end 
interest, is properly recoverable from the owners. 


(C.) Assets ann Lrsnrvitres. 


4. On the 31st December, 1912, the Colony’s assets exceeded 
the liabilities by £772, which is an improvement of £665 on the 
figures of the previous year. 

5. The Colony’s investments on the 31st December, 1912, 
amounted to £13,235 13s. ld., with a market value on the same 
date of £11,748 11s. 2d. Stock to the value of £600 was realised 
during the year in order to meet withdrawals from the Savings 
Bank. 

Liabilities include a sum of £12,233 8s. 9d. due to depositors in 
the Savings Bank, and an overdraft with the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies of £11,121 15s. 10d. 
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(D.) Currency. 


6. Bills on the Crown Agents to the amount of £2,100 were 
issued during the year, as against £3,277 in 1911. 

There was no importation of specie, but the amount exported 
was £1,550, as compared with a net export of specie to the 
amount of £2,490 in 1911. 

The amount of specie introduced and placed in circulation 
by mail steamers and other vessels is estimated at £1,500. 

The amount of cash and Bank of England notes in circulation 
at the end of the year was approximately £5,000. 





I1.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
(A.) Traps. 


Revenue. 


7. The Customs revenue for the year under report amounted 
to £3,757 15s. Id., being a slight decrease of £21 as compared 
with the previous year, but exceeding the estimated revenue by 
£307 15s. Id. 

8. With the exception of an inconsiderable decrease of less 
than £1 under ‘‘ Warehouse Rent,’’ the only decrease was under 
“Import Duties’’ on beer, wines, spirits, and tobacco. The 
value of bonded goods cleared showed a net decrease of £219, 
and, consequently, import duties diminished by £166 7s. 8d. 

9. Increases occurred under all other heads, as follows :— 

‘“Wharfage,” £42 1s. 8d., owing to considerably larger imports 
of coal and general merchandise. 

“Tonnage Dues,’ £55 15s., due to the same causes as above, 
and also to largeconsignment of stores for the marine detachment. 

“ Water,’ £48 7s. Out of 1,751 tuns supplied to shipping, 
the two cable ships, ‘‘ Sherard Osborn’ and ‘‘ Britannia,” took 
1,107 tuns as against 767 in 1911, and H.M. ships 350 tuns 
as compared with 221 tuns. 


Expenditure. 


10. The expenditure for the year amounted to £546 17s., being 
£38 3s. 9d. less than in the previous year. A less quantity of 
coal was taken by H.M. ships, the refund of wharfage amounting 
to £163 as against £215 in 1911. . 


Imports. 


11. The total value of imports in 1912 amounted to £41,749, 
being £633 less than in 1911. This figure does not, however, 
include stores, &c., imported for the marine detachment, the 
value of which is unknown. If the value of specie is excluded 
tho above decrease of £633 on last year’s figures is converted into 
an increase of £4,647. 
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12. Comparative statement of the principal imports during the 
years 1911 and 1912:— 

















Dutiable articles. | 1911. | 1912. | Tnerease. Decrease. 
£ x £ £ 
Beer... See wee ae 566 607 4) = 
Cigars, Cigarettes and Tobacco... 641 549 _ j 92 
Spirits... ees See one 804 736 _ 68 
Wines... on aN wee 579 479 _— 100 
Provisions— | 
Beef and Pork nas oo 642 886 244 _ 
Butter ... wee | 1,456 1,767 BIL = 
Flour ... & 3,370 2,781 _ ! 589 
Oilman’s stores Fe 7,213 7,105 _ i 108 
Rice the hen A ee] 07680 2,272 e2 | — 
Sugar... ee | 2,662 2,399 — | 333 
Tea... eae ee ote 376 410 34 — 
Miscellaneous— 
Cement and Lime... On 232 153 _ 79 
Chemicals, Drugs, &c. Ae 447 607 160 — 
Coal and Patent Fuel ae 7,150 8,000 850 | _— 
Drapery and Dry Goods... 3,448 5,652 2,204 _ 
Earthen and Glass Ware... 186 216 30 | _ 
Grain, Seed and Oilcake 1,875 1,803 _ i 72 
Hardware, Metals, &c. 953, 948 _ 5 
Leather, Boots, &c. ... E 569 512 _ 57 
Machinery... ats See 142 164 22 — 
Marine stores... see a 149 238 89 _ 
Paraffin Oil... ae 701 1,023 322) - 
Stationery ... one asa 394 695 301 _— 
Sundries a one one 446 620 174 — 
Specie ... ae aie “ee 5,310 — _ 5,310 














13. The above figures show a net decrease of £219 in the value 
of dutiable articles imported, such as beer, wines, spirits, and 
tobacco. The import of these commodities has naturally declined 
since the departure of the garrison, who were the principal con- 
sumers. Fewer and shorter visits by ships, especially men-of-war, 
during the past year, also probably lessened the demand. On 
the other hand, imports of “‘ provisions’ show a net increase of 
£200, whilst the increase in value of various imports cleared 
under “ miscellaneous,’’ especially ‘“‘ drapery and dry goods,”’ 
seems to show that the purchasing power of the community has 
at any rate not diminished, if it has not increased to a certain 
extent. The increase under “‘ paraffin oil ’’ is due to the demands 
of the Government flax mill, which, for the first time since its 
initiation, has been working continuously throughout the year. 

14. The following table shows the comparative value of imports 
and exports, exclusive of specie, for the six years subsequent to 
the withdrawal of the garrison : — 


Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
1907 pa a a 34,364 1,787 
1908 es ae ts 35,716 4,585 
1909 bg se es 29,303 5,192 
1910 ae ee ee 83,915 3,934 
1911 ee es a 37,102 2,159 


1912 ae we ie 41,749 4,600 
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Exports. 


15. The total value of exports during 1912 amounted to 
£6,150, being an apparent decrease of £3,809 as compared with 
the figures of the previous year, but an actual increase of £2,441 
if exports of specie in both years are excluded. 

16. The principal exports, as compared with 1911, were: — 

1911. 1912. 


£ £ 
Fibre and tow... ae se 386 3,393 
Hides and skins ... She ee 127 99 
Metal, old ae vale agt3 — 92 
Sheep, oxen, and calves... .. 1,251 502 
Specie... : a ... 7,800 1,550 


17. It will be seen from the above figures that the increase 
in the value of exports is more than accounted for by the 
increased value of fibre and tow exported by the Government flax 
mill, which, owing to good average prices obtaining on the 
London market, was able to keep running throughout the year, 
and to export the largest quantity of fibre and tow since the mill 
was started in 1908. 

18. The deficiency in the value of livestock exported is 
accounted for by the fact that owing to a steadily decreasing stock 
of sheep in the island, which was further depleted by drought, 
the local contractors for the supply of sheep to Ascension have 
had to obtain sheep from the Cape in order to fulfil their contract. 


(B.) Acricunrurr, Stock, Forrsrs, anp Garpens. 


19. The year under report may generally be regarded as a 
good one from an agricultural point of view, as compared with 
the previous year. A return to more normal climatic conditions 
resulted in better crops all round. Root and grain crops were 
good, though the potato crop, which is so dependent on timely 
rainfall, did not come up to expectations, owing to lack of 
moisture at the right moment. Green vegetables did well, though 
the supply was not equal to the demand. It is a pity that 
more attention is not given to this form of industry by small 
landowners and cottagers, who might, with a minimum of outlay, 
grow sufficient vegetables both for home consumption and to 
meet local demands. The crop of hay was both plentiful and 
good. Pasture was better than it has been for years, and cattle 
and live-stock generally have done very well, though still suffer- 
ing, as regards quantity, from the losses incurred in the previous 
year’s drought. 

20. The usual free issues of young trees to landowners, free 
of cost, have been made, though not to the same extent as in 
the previous year, owing to the nurseries having been adversely 
affected by untimely droughts. In certain localities the Govern- 
ment forests are suffering from the rapid spread of the white 
ant, many living trees, especially the fir, being freely infected. 
Measures are being taken to clear away the infected trees and to | 
substitute young eucalyptus trees, which are generally immune 
from the ravages of this pest. 
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21. The sale of fruit from the Maldivia Garden amounted to 
£20 14s. 114d., whilst the sale of trees from Government lands 
realised £34 6s. 

The Government pasture lands at ‘‘ Botley’s Lay ’’ produced a 
revenue of £98 13s. 6d., against an expenditure of £93 17s. 4d. 
Under expenditure a sum of £19 2s. 6d. was spent in the 
erection of watering troughs and the clearing away of gorse. 


(C.) Inpustriss. 


22. Fibre.—The year under review did not open too well for 
the Government flax mill, and with the price of fibre on the 
London market down to £20 a ton prospects for the ensuing year 
were not encouraging. Indeed, for the first seven months of 
the year the mill was only kept running at a loss owing to a 
continuance of low prices and increased cost of production, due 
to the rather inferior quality of the present crop of flax leaves as 
compared with the original plants. Fortunately, however, a 
sharp and unexpected rise in the fibre market enabled the mill 
to recoup its previous losses and to continue running until the 
end of the year, with the following satisfactory results :— 


Leaves milled a aa oe ree 1,202 tons. 
Fibre produced a3 bes oes se 1143 ,, 
Tow: on ae hae 35 (yy 
Receipts from sale of produce sorb ae . £8,400 
Expenditure... oe aoa ie 523 - = £3,118 


23. From these figures, which are the highest reached since 
the mill commenced work iti 1908, it will be seen that the year’s 
working resulted in a profit of £282, or of £462 if the value of 
produce unsold on the 31st December, amounting approximately 
to £180, is added. This result must be regarded as highly 
satisfactory, and clearly shows that with fair prices for fibre 
and tow on the London market the mill can be run at a consider- 
able profit. During the year under review the average price of 
fibre was £25 17s., and of tow £16 3s. a ton, the maximum 
prices reached being £32 10s. and £18 10s. respectively, the 
highest prices realised since the mill started work. 

24, With regard to expenditure, the total amount of £3,118 
is made up of ‘the following items :— 





£ £ 
Purchase of leaves 5 = wine, 113256 
Cartage and local shipping charges... 223 
Salaries and wages es Se aes 848 
Miscellaneous ie Pe a oF 53 
2,380 
Freight ee it fe ves v 899 
Oi... ‘ Kes ee oo een. Dee 
Miscellaneous : hice 42 
— 738 





Total ... £8,118 
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25. Of the above items the first four, amounting to £2,380, 
represent expenditure within the Colony, thus increasing the 
cash circulation by nearly 48 per cent. Under the item of 
£1,256 for ‘ purchase of leaves,” it has to be noted that during 
the last five months of the year, when the price of fibre was up, 
leaves were not purchased at the usual rate of 5 per cent. on 
the current price of fibre on the London market. Owing to the 
necessity of recouping losses incurred in milling during the first 
seven months of the year and of accumulating a reserve of capital 
against a possible relapse in the fibre market, a temporary 
arrangement was made whereby growers were paid a fixed 
price of 28s. a ton for their leaves until the mill’s financial 
position should have sufficiently recovered. Had the 5 per cent. 
system of payment been adhered to throughout the year, expendi- 
ture on account of purchase of leaves would have been increased 
by £200, thus reducing the year’s profits to £262. The latter 
figure should therefore be adopted for purposes of comparison 
with the profits of previous years. 

26. The following table summarizes the transactions of the 
Government flax mill for the last five years since its institution 
in 1908: — 


























— ; 1908. 1909. | 1910. 1911. | 1912. 
7 
Period of working months... 12 10 6 2 12 
Tons. | Tons. | Tons. | Tons. | Tons. 
Leaves milled... one ew | 1,056 905 All 172 1,202 
Fibre produced... 0 we ase 119 | «126 463 21 1143 
Tow produced ... ae an 36 39% 13 5s 35 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Receipts from slae of produce... | 3,090 | 3,304 | 1,327 = 3,400 
Expenditure... ae wee | 2,845 3,072 1,380 550 3,118 
Average prices on the London 
Market. 
(a) Fibre 0 eae 26 | 23h 24 oe 2532 
(b) Tow’. 2o = sa, Ss 94 94 1 143 1633, 





27. It will be observed that the only two years during which 
the mill has been able to run continuously—with the exception 
of casual stoppages for repairs and adjustments—are 1908, the 
first year of the mill’s working, and 1912 the year under review. 
In these two years, when the price of fibre averaged £26 and 
£25 17s., revenue exceeded expenditure by £245 and £262, 
respectively ; thus showing a profit in each year of approximately 
6 per cent. on the initial outlay of £4,070. With regard to 
the remaining three years, in 1909, although two months’ work 
were lost owing to the breakdown of the engine, a profit of 
£232 was made on the ten months’ working, whilst in 1910 and 
1911 scarcity of leaves, together with low prices in the fibre 
market, reduced the mill’s working period to six and two months, 
respectively, and resulted in losses amounting to £53 and £550. 
The conclusion to be derived from these figures is that the two 
main obstacles to the continuous running of the mill at a con- 
siderable profit are failure of the supply of flax leaves and 
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depression of the fibre market. With regard to the former, it 
should be recollected that for the first two years of its existence 
the mill was dependent for its supply of leaves on the flax 
plants which had been already in existence on the island for the 
previous 20 or 30 years. Though excellent in quality these plants 
were necessarily limited in quantity. The new plants which had 
been put down in 1907 and 1908 could not be ready for milling 
for 3 or 4 years at the least. Consequently whilst the old plants 
were exhausted early in 1910 the new crop of leaves was not 
fit for milling until the beginning of the year under review. 
This new crop, as regards quality, was somewhat inferior to the 
original crop. From the figures given in the preceding table 
it will be seen that whereas 10 tons of leaves of the older growth 
produced 13%; tons of fibre and tow, the same quantity of the 
new crop produced only 154; tons. ‘This difference in quality of 
course increases the cost of production. As regards quantity, 
the new crop has been proved to be highly satisfactory. Much 
useful experience has been gained in the course of the last five 
years as to the methods of planting and cutting most suitable 
to local conditions. For instance, it has been found that the 
old plan of planting in continuous trenches ensures quicker and 
more luxuriant growth than the New Zealand method of planting 
in separate holes six feet apart. On the other hand, the old 
wasteful method of wholesale reaping has been abandoned, only 
the outer and longer leaves of each plant now being cut, thus 
leaving the younger leaves, which would otherwise be wasted, to 
mature. As a result, though some 1,200 tons of leaves, varying 
from 4 to 6 feet in length were treated by the mill during the 
year, it is estimated that at the end of year under review there 
were still some 3,500 tons of leaves ready, or nearly ready, for 
cutting. This figure is exclusive of some 2,000 tons, owned by a 
private firm, which may be required to feed a private mill to be 
erected and which is not therefore taken into calculation. 

28. Taking the average annual requirements of the mill a 
1,200 tons, this means that the new crop is sufficient to last for 
another three years. As suckers have been regularly planted 
every year, and assuming the period of mature growth to be four 
years at the most, a fresh crop of leaves will be ready for cutting 
as soon as the present crop is exhausted. Thus, with a proper 
rotation of crops now established, thereby assuring a sufficien 
and continuous supply of leaves, one of the two principa 
obstacles in the way of continuous and profitable working has now 
disappeared. 

29. With regard to the other adverse factor, namely, depression 
of the fibre market, although it cannot be altogether eliminated 
its effect can at any rate be minimised. Past experience has 
established the fact that with the present cost of production the 
Government flax mill cannot work at a profit when the price of 
fibre on the London market falls much below £23 a ton. 
Consequently if the profitable working of the mill is to be ensured 
against a fall in price below this figure the prime cost of pro- 
duction must be reduced, either by introducing a cheaper form 
of power or by paying less for leaves. As regards the latter 
alternative, I doubt whether the majority of growers, who have 
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to transport their leaves to the mill from long distances, could 
afford for any length of time to accept a lower rate than the 
present 5 per cent. on the market price of fibre. As it is, profits 
are very small, and without regular profits growers will have 
neither the means nor the inclination to extend their plantings, 
and development of the industry will be checked. On the other 
hand, the introduction of a cheaper form of power would appear 
to offer a more certain and generally profitable means of reducing: 
cost of production. With the present 32 B.H.P. oil-engine the 
cost of oil alone works out at 30s. for every ton of fibre produced. 
As compared with this, it is estimated that the cost of fuel for a 
40 B.H.P. suction gas-engine would be 45 per cent. less, even 
if anthracite coal at 60s. a ton were used. If wood or the waste 
vegetable by-products of the mill could be utilized the cost of 
production would be still further reduced. Besides this advant- 
age, a second mill with a more economical form of power in the 
western part of the island would, if erected, not only be able 
to deal with a large quantity of leaves, which at present it barely 
pays to transport to the distant mill at Longwood, but would 
also be the means of opening up considerable tracts of land 
suitable for fibre cultivation. In short, the introduction of 2 
cheaper form of power has such an important bearing on the 
future of the industry that the employment of a suction gas 
plant is under consideration, and a consignment of the waste 
vegetable products of the mill has been sent to England in order 
that its suitability as.a subsidiary fuel may be tested. 

30. In conclusion, it may be safely asserted that the fibre 
industry has now successfully passed through the experimental 
stage, the cost of which has been rightly borne by Government. 
The time has now arrived when, under ordinary cnditions, the 
development of the industry should properly be left to private 
enterprise and capital. But, unfortunately, in this Colony con- 
ditions are not ordinary, and if sufficient enterprise be forth- 
coming the means of gratifying it are wanting, except in the 
case of one or two local firms. One of these, it is satisfactory to 
note, is likely to take advantage of the experience gained to start 
a private mill, but, though the erection of a second mill must be 
of undoubted benefit to the industry and to the Colony generally, 
it will not, from its situation, affect the western portion of the 
island, where, as already pointed out, the need and possibility 
of development is greatest. 

31. Lace-making.—The following figures give the transactions 
of the Government lace school during the year under review :— 


Receipts. 
8. ed: 
Work sold oe Ane be mae tee (688) 1.0: 
Donations ae ae eee ee om 2 0 0 
Colonial Government Grant ... oie -. 120 0 0 


& 
pass 
pany 
o 
me 
i) 


12 COLONIAL REPORTS—-ANNUAL, 


Expenditure. 
£ s. d. 
Salaries oe ee? a aay ae 198-15) 9 
Pay of workers oe a Ss . 88116 38 
Material te ae ded ee . 65 4 3 
Incidentals ... on ae 1 . 6815 9 
£699 11 3 


32. The above figures show a small profit of £10 9s. 9d. on 
the year’s working, or, without the Government grant, a deficit 
of £109 10s. 8d. Against this must be put the value of goods 
unsold on the 31st December, 1912, amounting to £140. 

38. It will be seen from the above statement that the Govern- 
ment lace school is not yet a self-supporting institution. Indeed, 
for the greater part of the year under review it has been a hard 
struggle to make both ends meet, and it has only been by the 
exercise of the strictest economy in receiving and paying for. work 
that the necessity of another loan from the Colonial Government 
has been avoided. The industry has still been suffering from 
the want of a sound and permanent trade connection, which 
alone can give it the stability it needs. Both Miss Girdwood and 
Mrs. Ord Marshall have been as usual indefatigable in endeavour- 
ing to secure this object, the former in South Africa and the latter 
in the United Kingdom; and I am glad to say that as a result 
of their efforts a most promising start has been made in both 
directions. In England a special committee of influential ladies 
has been formed through the instrumentality of Mrs. Ord 
Marshall and the ‘‘ League of the Empire’ with the special 
object of furthering the interests of the St. Helena lace industry. 
The members of this committee have kindly undertaken to hold 
a sale of St. Helena lace and embroideries once a year, or oftener 
if necessary, in a suitable house in London. At the same time 
they very generously presented the school with a costly gift of 
lace and embroidery to serve as patterns of articles likely to be 
most readily saleable. These sales, if successful, should greatly 
benefit the school, which will get the full price for its work, 
instead of having to pay a commission as in the case of trade 
orders. As a result of this movement it is hoped in course of 
time to evolve a distinctive type of St. Helena lace and embroidery 
work of a more advanced style, such as will command a ready 
sale and good price in the English market, without fear of 
being undersold by foreign competition, as has hitherto been the 
case. It will take a little time before a sufficient degree of 
proficiency in the new style of lace is reached, and in the mean- 
time the school will have to depend for support on the continued 
output and sale of its present style of lace and embroideries. 
Fortunately, a promising market for these has been found in 
South Africa, thanks to the efforts of the manageress, Miss 
Girdwood, -who, with her usual single-hearted devotion to the 
interests of the lace industry, employed a large portion of her 
well-earned leave in South Africa in exhibiting the work of the 
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school. As a result, in addition to a number of private orders, 
there appear to be good prospects of obtaining a profitable trade 
connection in South Africa, where the St. Helena lace is 
apparently much appreciated. If our hopes in this direction are 
realised, South Africa will prove a valuable market, which will 
serve to keep the school going until we are ready to supply the 
rather advanced styles of lace and embroideries required by the 
League of the Empire Lace Committee in London. With regard 
to the general work of the school Miss Girdwood writes: ‘‘ A 
large number of the best workers have severed their connection 
with the lace school, some for the purpose of taking service with 
the families of the island, others have gone to the Cape, and others 
have married, so that the school shows a rather less number of 
workers than last year—the school children not leaving school 
in sufficient numbers to make up the leakage—but all are working 
steadily. On the whole the outlook for 1913 is a most hopeful 
one, and everything points to steady progress. There are 50 
regular workers on the roll, of which 80 are lace-workers and 20 
embroideresses. There are in addition the school children and 
oceasional adult workers, who bring the number up to about 100, 
but these two groups have not much spare time on account of 
school and domestic duties, though what work they do is good.’’ 

34. During the year Miss Girdwood was obliged to take a well- 
earned holiday, her health having suffered severely from long 
and assiduous work in the somewhat trying climate of Jamestown, 
where the headquarters of the lace school are situated. During 
her absence the honorary secretary, Mr. Tucker, kindly under- 
took the general supervision of the school as well as the duties of 
the honorary treasurer during the absence on leave of Mr. Liddy. 
My thanks are due to both these gentlemen for their services as 
honorary secretary and honorary treasurer, which they continue 
to give gratuitously to the school. 

35. Whaling.—The long expected revival of the whaling 
industry appears to be no nearer accomplishment, the present 
concessionnaire having met with unforeseen difficulties in forming 
a company for the proposed establishment of a whaling station 
and factory in Rupert’s Valley. Apart from the keen disappoint- 
ment caused to numbers of men who for the last two years have 
been patiently awaiting employment in the new industry, any 
failure of the enterprise could only be regarded as a calamity in 
view of the important bearing which it must have on the future 
prosperity of the island. There can be little doubt as to the 
suitability of St. Helena as a whaling centre, and it is difficult 
to account for the apparent diffidence now shown in reviving what 
was at one time a profitable industry. 





(D.) Surerine. 


36. The number of vessels that called at the island during 
the year under review was 60, being four less than in the previous 
year. The tonnage was 157,707, as against a tonnage of 186,420 
in 1911. Only two British men-of-war visited the island, namely, 
H.M. ships ‘“‘Hermes’’ and “‘ Pandora.’’ Nineteen sailing 
yessels, of which only four were British, touched at the port. 
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This figure includes nine whalers, who put in for bunker coal and 
provisions and for giving their men liberty ashore. Their 
“ catch ’? amounted to 2,115 barrels of oil. 

87. In addition to the above figures, 13 vessels called off the 
port to signal and to trade with the licensed boatmen. By this 
means masters of passing vessels are enabled to obtain fresh 
vegetables and to post letters without anchoring. Some 190 
letters were posted through this channel during the year under 
review. 

38. Thirty-one vessels entered and cleared at the port of 
Jamestown during the year. The cargo shipped and discharged 
by these vessels amounted to 7,008 tons, as compared with 5,893 
tons in the previous year. 





III.—LEGISLATION. 


39. Seven Ordinances were enacted during the year under 
review, two of which were in connection with public expenditure. 
Of the remainder, Nos. 2 and 5 regulated the sale of bread by 
weight, No. 4 was enacted with a view to regulating the pro- 
spective whale fishery in St. Helena, whilst No. 7 authorises the 
Governor in Council to make regulations governing the use of 
wireless telegraphy in the territorial waters of the Colony. 

Three Proclamations were issued during the year. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


40. The number of children attending the schools during the 
year was:— ; 











| 
ant | Totals. 
I 
! 
Government schools ... f 315 
| 349 


Church schools 


41. Despite the interruption caused by the scarlet fever 
epidemic, which necessitated the closing of all schools for some 
three months in the year, the general standard of work has been 
well maintained. The quarterly examinations have revealed weak 
points, which have been remedied during succeeding quarters. 
'There are practically no children who do not show sound progress 
in the three R’s. Those promoted to higher standards during 
the year have done good work, whilst the few failures retained in 
their classes at the beginning of the year have shown much 
improvement. 

42. The system of oral instruction, which was introduced some 
few years ago, continues to make good headway, and is respon- 
sible for much of the good progress made. The introduction of 
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some form of manual instruction combined with the object lesson 
would be a useful addition to the present curriculum, and it is 
hoped to make a beginning in this direction next year. 

43. Mr. Tucker’s classes for pupil teachers continued to be 
well attended by teachers both from Government and from Church 
schools, and satisfactory progress was made, although the classes 
had to be temporarily suspended during the prevalence of the 
scarlet fever epidemic. I attach much importance to the success 
of these classes, on which depends the gradual evolution of a 
thoroughly competent teaching staff, capable of ensuring con- 
tinuity and uniformity in the present system of education. That 
system is an excellent one so far as it goes, but, being purely 
elementary, it fails in so far as it is at present without its 
natural complement, namely, either secondary education or 
technical instruction. Of the two alternatives there can be no 
doubt that the latter is the preferable, as being more suitable 
to the needs of this Colony, both immediate and prospective. I 
have already alluded elsewhere in this Report to the yearly 
increasing scarcity of skilled labour of every description and the 
consequent difficulty and delay experienced in the execution of 
public works of the most ordinary description. If means were 
forthcoming for providing instruction in handicrafts to the boys, 
whose education is at present considered complete when they 
leave the elementary schools at the age of 14, not only would 
the public service of the Colony benefit but the rising generation 
would be equipped with the means of making their way in the 
world in the event of home employment failing. In the case of 
the girls of the island the need of instruction in practical house- 
hold economy is hardly less pressing, though the lace school is a 
valuable complement to the instruction in needlework which 
they now receive in all the elementary schools, and provides 
employment and interest to many after leaving school. The fact 
that the needlework classes are personally supervised by the 
manageress of the lace school ensures continuity of interest 
between the two. 








V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


(A.) Hosprrazs. 


44, There were 167 admissions to the hospital during the year, 
of which 87 were treated in the male ward. The number of 
admissions shows an increase of 10 over the figure of the previous 

ear. 
a There were nine deaths, a percentage of 53, as compared with 
four deaths and a percentage of 2°5 in 1911. : 

45. The Hospital Emergency Fund continues to be of the 
greatest service in assisting the poorer patients to defray hospital 
charges. The Fund, which is formed entirely of voluntary 
contributions, is thoroughly deserving of support; the benefits 
which it confers on the poorer classes cannot be overestimated. 
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46. There has been no change in the nursing staff during the 
year under review; Miss Hart has continued to show her usual 
zeal and devotion to her duties as lady superintendent—a position 
of exceptional difficulty and responsibility in this Colony. 

47. The Colonial Surgeon was granted six months’ leave of 
absence during the year, and his duties were admirably performed 
by Doctor Attlee. 


(B.) Savinas Bann. 


48. There were 185 depositors on the bank’s books at the end 
of the year under review, as compared with 126 in the preceding 
year. 

49. The total deposits for the year amounted to £1,880 1s., an 
increase of £212 18s. over 1911, though about £500 represented 
insurance moneys received in trust by executors and therefore 
liable to be withdrawn at any moment. 

Withdrawals amounted to £2,548 10s. 9d., being less by 
£736 5s. Td. than in the previous year. 

50. The bank’s revenue for the year was £449 9s., or 
£60 16s. 2d. less than in 1911; invested capital in the hands of 
the Crown Agents having been £782 less than in the preceding 
year. 

Expenditure amounted to £365 11s. 3d., showing a profit on the 
year of £83 17s. 9d. 

51. The amount to the credit of depositors on the 31st Decem- 
ber, 1912, was £12,233 8s. 9d. Against this sum stock to the 
value (purchase price) of £13,235 18s. 1d. is invested. 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


(A.) Crimina. 


52. Supreme Court.—No cases were committed for trial before 
the Supreme Court during the year under review. 

Police Court.—The Police. Magistrate dealt with 180 cases, 
as compared with 135 in the previous year; of this number 39 
were prosecutions under the Road Tax Ordinance, and 18 under 
the Education Ordinance. In addition to the above there were 
117 cases of a trivial nature which were disposed of by the police 
without going into court. 

There were six cases of flogging during the year, two of these 
being convictions under the Juvenile Smoking Ordinance. 


(B.) Prisons. 


53. Thirty-one prisoners were committed to the gaol during 
the year, being 13 less than in the previous year. The daily 
average number in gaol decreased from 4°71 in 1911 to 2°67 
during the year under review. The cost of maintaining the gaol 
was £118 Os. 4d. 

One prisoner received 24 hours’ solitary confinement for mis- 
conduct. 
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(C.) Portce Force. 


54. The force performed its duties satisfactorily during the 
year; one case of misconduct on the part of a member of the force 
was reported and dealt with during the year. 





VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


(A.) Poruration. 


55. The estimated civil population on the 31st December, 1912, 
amounted to 3,519. To this figure must be added the Royal 
Marine Detachment and crews of shipping in port, numbering 
49 and 154 respectively ; thus bringing the population on the last 
day of the year to 3,722. The civil population shows an increase 
of 37—the number of emigrants, 90, exceeding the number of 
immigrants, 71, by 19 (the excess in 1911 was 64), whilst on the 
other hand there were 100 births (civil) as against 44 deaths 
registered in 1912, thus giving a net increase of 37. There were 
also four births registered amongst the Royal Marine Establish- 
ment, thus making the total number of births 104, as compared 
with 93 in 1911. 

56. The birth-rate in civil population works out at 28-4 per 
1,000. Tllegitimate births registered amounted to 23, being six 
less than in the previous year. 

57. The death-rate amongst the civil population was somewhat 
high, being 125 per 1,000, as against 10°9 per 1,000 in 1911. 
There were 44 deaths in all, two of which were due to accidents. 
Twenty deaths were of persons over the age of 70, one of whom 
had reached the advanced age of 98. 

58. Marriages solemnised during the year numbered 26, as 
against 20 in 1911. 


(B.) Ponric Hrarrn. 


59. The general health of the island during the year has been 
good, although the death-rate was 12:5 per 1,000, which is 16 
per 1,000 higher than in 1911. This increase cannot be ascribed 
to any particular cause, being mainly due to deaths from old age. 
On the other hand, the infant mortality rate was only 9°61 per 
1,000, calculated on the number of registered births. These 
figures show a marked decrease on the previous year, the rate for 
which was 53'7 per 1,000 births. 

There were no deaths from zymotic disease. 

60. An outbreak of scarlet fever occurred in the latter part of 
the year. The disease first appeared in August, and, owing to 
the prompt and stringent measures taken to prevent dissemina- 
tion, was for a long time confined to Jamestown. All cases were 
isolated in the Military Hospital, which was specially set apart 
for the purpose, and all infected material and buildings were 
thoroughly disinfected. Latterly, however, one or two cases 
appeared in the western country districts. Up to the end of the 
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year the total number of cases amounted to 31. Most of these 
were of a mild type and no deaths occurred. It has been impos- 
sible to trace the origin of the outbreak, the last instance having 
occurred in 1903. 


(C.) Sawrrary. 


61. Various matters of minor importance have been considered 
and dealt with by the Board of Health. Tffectual supervision is 
exercised over slaughter-houses and mineral water factories. 

There has been one prosecution under the Public Health 
Ordinance during the year. 

62. The drainage system is generally satisfactory, though the 
water supply, on which its full efficiency depends, has on more 
than one occasion proved deficient when shipping has to be 
supplied in any large quantity. As the result of exhaustive tests 
which have been carried out it seems probably that the erection 
of storage tanks on the wharf would be the best solution of the 
difficulty, but in view of the cost that would be involved it 
has been considered desirable to await expert advice, which will 
shortly be available. 


(D.) Curate. 


Meteorological Station, Hutt’s Gate. 


63. Barometer.—The mean pressure for the year was 28'098 

inches, as compared with 28°103 inches in 1911. 
_ 64. Temperature.—The mean temperature was 61°6° as against 
60'7° in the previous year. The absolute maximum recorded was 
785° on the Ist, 9th, and 12th of February. In 1911 79:0° was 
the maximum and was observed on the 30th March of that year. 
The lowest maximum, 65'5°, occurred on the 20th August. 

The absolute minimum registered was 50°1° on the 9th Septem- 
ber, as against 50:0° on the 20th August in 1911. 

65. Rainfall.—The total rainfall was 44°340 inches, being an 
increase of 12°59 inches over 1911, which was an exceptionally 
dry year. The maximum fall occurred on the 10th May and 
measured 1:28 inches. The maximum for the previous year was 
*85 inches on the 20th June. The number of days on which rain 
fell totalled 275, being 46 more than in the previous year. 
Generally speaking, climatic conditions throughout the year were 
normal, with the exception of August, which, though usually a 
wet, windy month, was particularly dry and calm, having the dis- 
tinction of holding the lowest record of rainfall for the year, 
namely, ‘96 inches. On the 10th of the same month a ‘“‘ clear 
sky ’’ was recorded, a most unusual observation at the Meteoro- 
logical Station on any day of the year at 9 a.m., and more 
particularly so in August, which month is always very cloudy at 
the hour of observation. 

66. Wind.—The mean force for the year was 2:2, which 
represents a velocity of 14 miles per hour—this being the normal 
figure. The windiest month was November. Ten calm days 
were recorded, four of which were in August—an experience 
which is quite unique. 
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The direction of the wind is given in the following table: — 


a eee 
S.S.E. 
E.S.E. 
Seyret 
Calm ... 


Penner 
Mean 
Absolute maximum 
Absolute minimum 


Jamestown. 


1911. 
725° 


80-0° on 22 
and 8rd Oct. 


nd Feb. 
65°0° on 11th Aug. 


Days. 
195 
139 

19 
3 
10 


1912. 
724° 
80°0° on 27th Feb. 
66:0° on 15th Aug. 
and Ist Sept. 


Rainfall. 1911 1912. 
Total... 8°10 ins. 9°21 ins. 
Number of 

rainy days 100 97 


Maximum fall 0°35 ins.on 18th May. 0°55 ins. on 10th May 


Private Stations. 


67. The following statistics have been compiled from records 
kept by residents in different parts of the island :— 














| Total Number of | Maximum Date 
| Rainfall. | rainy days. | fall. , 
inches. 
Plantation 35-08 202 2°04 5th June. 
Farm Lodge ... 37°92 213 2°41 ‘i 
Oak Bank 45-27 213 2°12 - 
Willowdene 35°24 208 1°55 3 
The Briars | 25°10 216 1:38 + 
| 
VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 


SERVICES. 
(A.) Post Orrtce. 


68. Mevenwe.—The postal revenue for the year amounted to 
£1,952 Ils. lld., being £521 5s. 8d. less than the receipts of the 
previous year. Nearly the whole of this decrease is due to a 
falling off in the sale of stamps to non-resident stamp collectors. 
In October the whole remaining stock of stamps of the King 
Edward VII. issue, amounting to £37,170, for which there had 
been a large demand by dealers, was destroyed, and the new 
King George V. issue was brought into use. 

69. Expenditure.—The expenditure for the year amounted to 
£640 15s. 11d., being £223 9s. 1d. in excess of the previous year’s 
expenditure. This excess was chiefly due to the cost of printing 
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the new issue of stamps above referred to. There was a decrease 
of £12 15s. 4d. on the amount paid in commission (24 per cent.) 
to the Postmaster and Chief Clerk on stamps sold to non-residents. 
70. Mail matter.—The following figures give the mail matter 
dealt with during the year under review as compared with 
1911:— 
From the United Kingdom and elsewhere : — 








— 1 1912. 1911. | Increase. Decrease. 
ew alle ase ar) oe 
Bags of mails... a oes 247 | 240 7 _ 
Parcels... ase ase 2,769 2,687 | 82 — 
Registered articles tes oe 1,469 1,297 172 = 
Insured letters ... asi oa 7 27 | _— 20 





To the United Kingdom aie elsewhere: = 


| 


Bags of mails... aoe aoe 121 135 | — 14 








Parcels... ty are 413 484 - 71 
Registered articles ies ae 2,898 2,854 44, _— 
Insured letters ... ve ee 15 16 - | 1 











Money and Postal Ores Transactions under this head were 
as follows :— 


1912. 1911. 


am OSs. US £ s. d. 
Money orders received .. 1,002 2 6 1,144 0 0 
Postal ,, 33 .. 4,352 10 0 3,827 1 8 
Money orders issued ... ix 25558: <8 7 1,882 6 6 
Postal, o .. 2,772 0 I$ 1,745 4 10 


Commission received on the above transactions amounted to 
£53 8s. 1d., as compared with £48 7s. 5d. in the previous year. 


(B.) TeLecrarus. 
71. There were no changes in tariff during the year under 
review. 
(C.) TELEPHONES. 
72. The telephone system, which is entirely maintained by 
private subscribers, continues to work satisfactorily, and affords 
an almost indispensable means of communication. 





IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 
(A.) Roaps. 


73. A sum of £400 was expended during the year in maintain- 
ing the principal rural roads in repair. Owing to the lack of 
suitable covering material rather less progress than usual was 
made with the work of gradually replacing surface drains by 
culverts, and work had to be confined to general repairs, and 
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especially to stone breaking. At the latter a large number of 
women were employed. 

In addition to the above a sum of £60 was expended in keeping 
the streets of Jamestown in order. 

74. The amount collected under the “‘ Road Tax Ordinance ” 
during the year was £86 6s. 6d., or £4 19s. less than in the 
previous year. The tax was paid by 575 males as compared with 
608 in the previous year; the decrease of 33 being due to emigra- 
tion, deaths, and exemptions. There were 39 prosecutions for 
non-payment, as compared with 24 in the previous year. 


(B.) Lanp Grants AnD GENERAL VaLvur or Lanp. 


75. There were no grants of land during the year and no 
transfers of ownership. The value of land has remained the 
same, though rents for Government properties amounted to £818, 
as compared with £764 in 1911. 


(C.) Rares or Waces anp Cost or Livryc. 

76. There was no improvement in the rate of wages, which 
remained at the low figure which has obtained since the with- 
drawal of the garrison in 1906. The ordinary wage for casual 
labour is 1s. 6d. a day. Unskilled labourers permanently 
employed by the Public Works Department and other Govern- 
ment institutions are paid at the rate of 2s. a day. Labour on 
the Government roads and on relief works is paid for at the 
lower rate of 1s. 6d. a day, thus ensuring that as large a number 
of persons as possible may receive an opportunity of obtaining 
employment. The 1s. 6d. wage is admittedly a very low one, 
but if a higher wage were given it would mean that a less number 
of men would receive employment. The whole question of wages 
is one of supply and demand, and until regular work can be found 
for the large number of unemployed in the town districts no 
material improvement in the rate of wages can be expected. 

77. The cost of the actual necessaries of life, as sold by retail 
in the shops, was higher than in the preceding year. The reason 
for this is not far to seek. Competition is practically non- 
existent, there being only two importers of such necessaries as 
rice, sugar, and salted meat, and the prices are the same; the 
quality not being the best. The price of fresh meat was higher 
by at least 20 per cent., and is likely to go higher still. Only 
a few years ago beef was selling at 5d. or 6d. a pound; it is 
now 10d. a pound. Fish was scarce, mainly owing to deliberate 
indolence on the part of the fishermen, who purposely keep 
supplies low in order to keep the price up. 

78. With wages at a low figure and the price of staple foods 
increased the year was a hard one for the poorer classes. 





(D.) DepartMents anp InstrTUTIONS. 


Public Works Department. 

79. The expenditure for the year amounted to £1,977 2s. 9d., 
of which £400 was under “‘ Works Extraordinary.’’ No special 
works were undertaken, efforts being confined to preserve ordinary 
efficiency. The Department’s work in all branches is greatly 
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handicapped by the absence of skilled labour, such as carpenters, 
plunbers, and masons. This causes much difficulty and delay in 
carrying out ordinary repairs and works of the simplest descrip- 
tion. Lack of supervision is also seriously felt, especially in 
connection with road works and repairs. Owing to the difficult 
nature of the country it is practically impossible to exercise 
constant supervision over the scattered gangs of labourers working 
on the roads in different parts of the island. A system of select- 
ing the best workman from each gang to act as foreman has been 
tried, but the results have not been encouraging, owing to the 
difficulty of inculcating a sense of responsibility as between social 
equals. 

80. Of the £400 expended under ‘‘ Works Extraordinary ”’ 
£150 was expended in relief works, a large number of men and 
women having in this way been provided with employment on 
petty works of general utility. In addition, a sum of £136 was 
expended on the renewal of house services in Jamestown, though 
this work was much retarded by the want of skilled labour in 
plumbing. 





Poor Board. 


81. The revenue of the Poor Board for the year amounted to 
£887 14s. ld., and the expenditure to £796 11s. 3d., as compared 
with £851 and £846 respectively in the previous year. 


Public Market. 


82. The revenue for the year amounted to £78 15s. 8d., or 
£13 4s. 4d. less than in the previous year. On the other hand, 
expenditure amounted to £86 13s. 3d., or a reduction of £3 6s. 9d. 
At the close of the year the market accounts showed a balance 
credit of £38 18s. 2d. 


(E.) MiscELLangous. 

83. The most noteworthy feature of an uneventful year was 
the satisfactory progress made by the fibre industry, which may 
now be said to be firmly established. For the first time since its 
commencement in 1908 the Government flax mill has been kept 
running continuously throughout the year, and during that period 
paid out locally no less than £2,380; thus increasing the cash 
circulation in the Colony by 48 per cent. The benefit to the 
community as a whole must have been considerable, and is 
evidenced by such facts as increased imports, a larger number 
of depositors in the Savings Bank, and smaller exports of specie. 
All these may be taken as hopeful indications of improved 
economic conditions, which, with a profitable industry, now 
established and capable of considerable development, should still 
further improve in future years. 

84. Unfortunately the benefits accruing from the fibre industry 
to the community in general and to the rural population in 
particular do not affect the town population as far as the labour- 
ing classes are concerned. In Jamestown and the adjoining dis- 
tricts the unemployment problem remains still unsolved, and the 
resulting distress among the poorer classes has been as acutely 
felt as ever. Without regular employment or occupation the 
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town labourer has to depend on casual jobs of work in connection 
with shipping as the only means of eking out a living. Under 
the most favourable conditions this is but a precarious source of 
livelihood, and when a bad year occurs and shipping is scarce, as 
was the case in 1912, it can hardly be described as a livelihood 
at all. It is, of course, quite possible that next year will provide 
better opportunities for obtaining this kind of casual employment, 
but even so the improvement can only be regarded as temporary, 
and will merely serve to foster the present system of hand-to- 
mouth existence, which, though inevitable under existing con- 
ditions, is none the less demoralising. Until regular work, such 
as would be provided by a local industry, corresponding to the 
fibre industry in the country, is found for the town labourer no 
permanent improvement in his material and moral condition ‘can 
well be looked for. For the last two years hopes in this direction 
have been centred on a proposal to revive the whaling industry, 
and though, for reasons given elsewhere in this Report, the scheme 
has not yet materialised, there are good grounds for believing 
that the coming year will see a start made. If these expectations 
are realised and the undertaking proves a success the problem 
of unemployment in Jamestown, where it has always been most 
acute, will be in a fair way towards solution. With two 
industries in operation and providing employment in both town 
and country there should be no fear of a recurrence of that 
economic depression under which the Colony has been labouring 
since the withdrawal of the garrison in 1906. 


H. E. S. Corpravx, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 
The Castle, 
St. Helena, 
15th May, 1913. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 
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No Colony, &c, Year. 
724 Sierra Leone one on Pes ave 7 1911 
725 Gold Coast ... me see ae 5 < » 
726 Turks and Caicos Islands... ee Ee 
727 Fiji... rf s es oes ae ” 
728 Bechuanaland Protectorate Bis a5 Bae 1911-1912 
729 Basutoland . See : wes ane op ee an 
730 Colonial Survey Committee ~ 
731 Malta pity ALE LIT Bae eee ae : 2 
732 Nyasaland ... sh on oe eae or aes $5 
733 British Honduras ... : AS 6 1911 
734 Gilbert and Ellice Islands. me ae a5F a 1910 
735 Southern Nigeria .., ore aes oo ae ade 1911 
736 Somaliland ... ose ses : ae « 1911-1912 
737 Imperial Institute ... mae eee Ay: . 1911 
738 Northern Nigeria ... oes on ys ed ” 
“739 Jamaica... Les Me ee eee 1911-1912 
740 Swaziland ... eee Meh aes en ee ah ‘5 
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743° Uganda... tes es ii ses ie eee 1911-1912 
744 Mauritius... on : ce ah 1911 
745 ‘Trinidad and Tobago és ese + 1911-1912 
746 British Guiana... ‘ ase war as A 
TAT St. Vincent... ae ses Ses San ose ase > 
748 Barbados... aaa ey: ae ar oe See a 
749 Leeward Islands... a oe eee ras eee ” 
750 Straits Settlements ane ace ot eae op 1911 
751 East Africa Protectorate ... eee see + 1911-1912 
752 St, Lucia... ° ” 
153 Gilbert and Ellice Islands. Protectorate... ose eee 1911 
154 Cayman Islands (Jamaica) ae ose eee se. 1911-1912 
755 Gibraltar... aa ae vee ae 1912 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No Colony, &c Subject. 
72 Fiji... tee eee ats + Hurricane, 1910. 
73 Jamaica... ees is «. Cayman Islands, 
74 Ceylon we ose ote +» Mineral Survey 1906-7 and 
* 1907-8. 
75 West Indies... woe ee .» Imperial Department of Agri- 
: culture. 
76 Southern Nigeria ... eee +» Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 
7 St. Vincent ... ae Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 
78 Weihaiwei ... _ os +. Census, 1911. 
79 Northern Nigeria ... ass: -» Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 
80 Nyasaland ... eae ic +. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
81 Southern Nigeria ... Ss + Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
82 Imperial Institute ... . «. Bubber and Gutta-percha. 
83 Southern Nigeria 3 .» Mineral Survey, 1910. 
84 West Indies... on aH +», Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
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Fryanciaq. 


The revenue collected during the year amounted to $79,582, 
as compared with $74,673 during the previous year. The expen- 
diture during the year amounted to $146,146, as compared with 
$153,690, the expenditure of the previous year. 

The following are the heads of revenue and expenditure for 
last year, as compared with. those of the previous year: — 

















Revenue. 
1911-12. 1912-18. 
Head. $ 

Licences and Internal Revenue ... 50,855 50,636 
Fees of Court 3 4,630 7,276 

Rents of Government Property, 
Land and Houses... 17,108 19,176 
Interest and Miscellaneous es 2,085 2,494 
Total... ae as 74,673 79,582 

Expenditure. 
1911-12. 1912-18. 

Head. 

Commissioner’s Establishment ... 24,695 23,901 
Secretary to Government ... td 12,921 12,102 
District Officer as a a 8,484 8,051 
Police and Gaol ... wae ae 25,907 27,295 
Medical and Sanitary... ues 17,422 16,319 
Public Works Pepesieny bes 2,394 2,670 
Public Works oe Tas 23,417 22,956 
Forestry Department an 2,040 1,604 
Miscellaneous Services... iss 36,410 31,248 
Total... ae ... 158,690 146,146 








The total revenue and expenditure for the last five years are as 
follows :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
Years. 
1908-9... fe a5 83,277 168,740 
1909-10... ae eae 83,499 145,687 
1910-11 ... ee ae 75,853 145,028 
1911-12 ... a4 nae 74,673 153,690 
1912-18 79,582 146,146 


The deficit baat year oe ee met by a grant-in-aid from 
Imperial funds, which has been as follows during the past five 
years : — 


Amount. 
Years. 
1908-9 ... oo Ae st a 10,000 
1909-10 oi ae ee ae 4,400 
1910-11 es me a w. , 6,000 
1911-12 ior es bee se 6,000 


1912-13 ef pre ay ae 6,000 
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Pusitic Works. 


No new public work of any importance has been carried out 
during the year. The only extension to the Government roads 
during 1912 was the continuation, of the Chefoo Road from the 
village of Ta Hsi Chuang to Chiang Tou—a distance of nearly 
a mile. Six spans of bridges, each of 10 feet, were erected and 
this road is now within a mile of the market town of Yang T’ing. 
The coast road from Ch’ang Féng to Yeh K’ou, a distance of 
7 miles, was re-metalled during the spring. The island and 
village roads were maintained in a fair condition and Mr. Liang 
Té-yang still continues to supervise their maintenance and con- 
struction. The hospital at Port Edward was reconstructed at a 
cost of $4,200. An operating theatre has been built and a room 
for European cases has been provided. 


Porice Force. 


Owing to the disturbed condition of the neighbourhood of this 
Territory at the beginning of the year, nine special constables 
were enrolled, but were discharged on the arrival from Tientsin 
of the detachment of Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, which was 
stationed at various posts on the frontier of the Territory. 

The strength of the force throughout the year was as 
follows :—- 

3 European inspectors, 
3 sergeants, 
53 constables. 


The police had very responsible work to perform, more par- 
ticularly during the early part of the year when it had to 
discharge outpost duties, which were carried out in a manner 
which reflected great credit on the force. 

The military frontier posts were rendered necessary by the 
disturbed state of the neighbouring districts in Chinese territory, 
and the police were employed as guides to the military and on 
intelligence work. These duties so reduced the strength of the 
force at Port Edward as to render the annual field firing 
impossible. 

The usual musketry and Maxim training was, however, carried 
out, the men on outpost duty being relieved for these exercises 
The percentage of marksmen and first-class shots was 77. Seven 
constables were trained in the use of the machine gun. 

Six men were dismissed during the year for misconduct. Of 
these, three, who had arrested a gang of robbers, maltreated them 
in order to obtain admission of guilt before bringing them before 
the magistrate. The man arrested confessed under pressure, 
but as, apart from the confessions illegally extracted from them, 
there was not sufficient evidence to convict them, they were 
discharged. In addition to punishing the three constables con- 
cerned, the whole police force was warned that a repetition of 
such a serious offence as the three constables had committed would 
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be most severely dealt with. Such cases are fortunately very 
rare, and it is hoped that the action taken in the present instance 
will prevent a recurrence of a similar kind. 

The health of the force was exceptionally good, as there was 
not a single admission to hospital throughout the year. 


Fire Bricave. 


The volunteer fire brigade, which consists of assistants and 
workmen detailed from each shop who co-operate with the police 
stationed at Port Edward, has worked satisfactorily. There were 
three small fires during the year, with which the Fire Brigade 
dealt satisfactorily. 


TRADE. 


The trade of the Territory does not show much increase during 
the year, and, as has been frequently pointed out, it is not 
likely to develop to any great extent so long as the tenure of 
Weihaiwei remains uncertain. At the same time the native 
population shows signs of increasing prosperity. The additional 
godown accommodation, to which reference was made in the 
Report for 1911, has been still further increased during the past 
year, and the price of land in the neighbourhood of Port Edward 
has risen considerably. The chief exports were ground-nut seeds 
and oil:— 


1911. 1912. 

Piculs. Piculs. 
Ground-nuts a as 9,190 3,780 
Ground-nut Seeds ... .- 142,961 128,223 
Ground-nut Oil... Fi — 18,067 tins. 


A picul = 1334 Ibs. 


As one tin of oil can be produced from one picul of ground- 
nut seeds the falling-off was not great. There was a consider- 
able import of flour which seems likely to increase in quantity. 


SHIPPING. 


The total number of steamers which called here during the 
year was 682, with a total net tonnage of 524,927, as compared 
with 615 steamers of total net tonnage of 519,399 in 1911. These 
figures include 180 coasting steamers and launches under 300 
tons. 


WEIHAIWEI, 1912. 7 


Epvcation. 


One effect of the revolution in China has been to give a con- 
siderable fillip to education in the Territory. Many more village 
schools have been established and there are more students at the 
older schools. There is a deficiency of suitable teachers, and, to 
remedy this, normal schools have been established in the neigh- 
bouring districts, one of which, in the city of Wénténg, numbers 
sixty pupils, many of whom are from the Territory. 

One of the pupils at this school, a village schoolmaster who 
was also headman of his village in British Territory, came some 
months ago to resign his post as headman as he would be absent 
from his village. He is over 40 years of age and a literary 
graduate of the old school, but he does not feel himself too old 
to learn for the good of his village. He took the opportunity to 
express his gratitude to the magistrate for having cured him of 
the opium habit some years ago. 

The conduct of this man is reminiscent of the early reform 
movement in Japan, and it is to be hoped that China will 
produce many such men willing to learn new methods, not for 
their own advancement, but to educate and encourage the rising 
generation of their own villages. 

The Government Free School at Port Edward had during the 
year an average attendance of 70, as compared with 60 in 1911. 
The aim of the Government in the administration of this school 
is to encourage the acquisition of what is now called in China 
“the new learning,’ but at the same time to insist on a satis- 
factory knowledge of the Chinese classics, which afford such an 
excellent moral training for the young and which there is now 
a tendency to neglect. The same object is also kept in view in 
the scholarship examinations, which, as was pointed out in last 
year’s report, are financed by money voluntarily subscribed by 
the people in connection with theatrical entertainments. No 
scholarship examinations were held during the past year owing 
to the decrease in this fund caused by the disturbances con- 
nected with the revolution. The examinations will, however, 
again be held during the present year. The attendance at the 
Weihaiwei School for Europeans kept by Mr. Beer was 87, as 
compared with 43 in 1911. The attendance at the Church of 
England Mission School has increased to 20, as compared with 
12 during the previous year. The aim of this school is to give 
a good grounding in Chinese and English up to the standard 
of a secondary school. Parents are gradually coming to regard 
this school as suitable for boys who have passed through elemen- 
tary schools and who are able to continue their education. The 
average attendance at the Protestant Mission School for Chinese 
girls was 32. 

In the three educational institutions under the control of the 
Catholic Franciscan Mission the attendance was as follows :— 
St. Joseph’s School for Chinese, 16, as compared with 7 in 1911; 
Convent School for non-Chinese girls, 10, the same number as 
last year; native pupil workers, 35, the same number as in 1911. 

The school for girls established by the anti foot-binding 
society was attended by 21 scholars, as compared with 25 in 
1911. 
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Anti Foot-Binding Society. 


An independent anti foot-binding society called the Yuan 
Tsu Hui (Original or Natural Foot Society) has been formed 
locally and is meeting with considerable success. The member- 
ship consists of over two hundred heads of Chinese families, and 
in one village recently the feet of fifty-six girls were unbound. 
In another village an old woman of over sixty unbound her feet 
as an example to others. 


JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Criminal. 


The cases heard by the Judge of the High Court sitting in 
September included two murder cases. The first of these was a 
case of arsenic poisoning, and the second a brutal murder, in 
which the throat of the murdered man was cut while he was 
asleep. 

The first of these cases presented the usual features of a 
murder by arsenic, and an analysis had to be obtained from 
Shanghai. A man of about fifty was poisoned by his wife and 
son-in-law who were proved to have had incestuous relations; 
both were found guilty and sentenced to death, but the woman, 
on the recommendation of the Judge, was reprieved. In the 
second case, a man of sixty murdered a man of fifty-five through 
jealousy. The detection of this case was a smart piece of work 
on the part of the police, and was only rendered possible by the 
murderer having retained property of the murdered man which 
was discovered by the police buried in his house. 

Besides these two murder cases, three men were brought before 
the High Court for house-breaking and receiving, all of whom 
were convicted and sentenced. 

There was a further case of armed robbery, the conviction of 
the guilty parties in which resulted in the breaking up of a 
band of pirates which had terrorised neighbouring waters for 
nearly a year. 

Reference was made in last year’s report to a case of daring 
piracy in the waters of the Territory, in which a gang of six 
pirates was concerned. After the occurrence of this case several 
more piracies occurred during the spring outside the waters of the 
Territory, and reports were circulated that the pirates had given 
notice that they intended to kill all Weihaiwei men who fell 
into their hands, in order to avenge the death of those concerned 
in the piracy within the waters of Weihaiwei. To show that 
their threats were not mere idle words, they murdered four 
natives of Weihaiwei belonging to two junks, and it was im- 
possible to discover any clue to the identity of the culprits. At 
the end of July the pirates turned their attention from the sea 
to the land, and within twenty-four hours a band of seven of 
them, armed with knives and revolvers, committed a series of 
robberies in the Territory. One of these was fortunately recog- 
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nised and was finally captured in Port Edward. Documents 
were found in his possession and at his house giving the names 
of all his confederates, and also an address at Chefoo. An 
inspector of police was sent to Chefoo, and with the assistance 
of the police there the whole gang was captured with the excep- 
tion of two men who had previously made their way to Man- 
churia. All the piracies committed by the gang having taken 
place in Chinese waters, the culprits were finally handed over to 
take their trial in the Chinese Courts, and in the course of this 
trial the murders of the four Weihaiwei junkmen were proved 
to have been committed by this gang, two of the murdered men 
having actually been closely connected by marriage with the 
leader of the gang. This gang of pirates was thus definitely 
broken up, and no more piracies have been reported since the 
members of it met the fate they so richly deserved. 

In addition to the cases mentioned above, tried by the High 
Court, there was a total of 583 convictions in cases tried by the 
magistrates, which shows a considerable decrease as compared 
with 786 convictions in 1911. 

Though the actuai number of convictions has decreased, there 
has been a marked increase in armed robberies and serious crimes 
of a similar nature. This lawlessness is undoubtedly due to the 
disorder caused directly or indirectly by the revolution. The 
most noticeable decrease is in the number of convictions for 
gambling, 176, which shows a great reduction as compared with 
the number in 1911, which was 808. One of the chief reasons 
for this decrease was that, owing to the bad harvest of 1911 and to 
the revolution, money was too tight for cash to be available for 
gambling. Now that the money market has recovered, gambling 
is again on the increase. 

The number of suicides reported still grows year by year, and 
the proportion of female to male suicides is, as in former years, 
two to one. 

Civil. 

There were three re-hearings of civil cases by the Judge of the 
High Court. Of these, two were pasturage disputes which are, 
as a class, perhaps the most troublesome of all the various civil 
cases constantly arising in Weihaiwei. In each case the Judge 
visited the ground in dispute and fixed the boundaries, and the 
decisions given coincided with the orders previously made by the 
Magistrate. To show the amount of trouble involved in dealing 
with cases of this nature, it may be mentioned that the visit of 
the Judge was prolonged to nearly a month, which constitutes 
the longest session of the High Court in the history of the 
Territory. 

Besides the two cases mentioned, there were 873 civil cases 
heard by the Magistrates exercising the jurisdiction of the High 
Court, 301 of which were heard by the District Officer and 73 
by the Magistrate at Port Edward. These figures show a con- 
siderable decrease as compared with the 489 civil cases heard in 
1911, which may be attributed to the unrest and anxiety caused 
by the revolution in China. 
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LEGISLATION. 


Two Ordinances were passed during the year:—No. 1, The 
Official Secrets Ordinance; No. 2, The Quarry Ordinance. The 
object of the second of these is to regulate the charging of fees 
for quarrying. The people of Weihaiwei, for an indefinite period 
in the past, have been in the habit of taking stone from the 
hillside in the neighbourhood of their villages for the purpose 
of building their own houses. The Ordinance is not intended to 
interfere with this practice but to authorise the charging of fees 
for quarrying carried on by building contractors and professional 
stone masons. 


LigurHouses. 


The working of the lighthouses under the superintendence of 
Engineer Commander Harris has been satisfactory. Some spare 
parts for the clockwork mechanism were made and fitted under 
the supervision of that officer. 














AGRICULTURE. 


The agricultural results during the year were, on the whole, 
fair, rain having come in May just in time to save a drought. 
Later in the year there was a further shortage of rain, owing to 
which the bean crop was poor, but the ground-nut crop turned 
out very well. 

The rainfall during the year was the lowest on record. There 
were only 16°59 inches of rain, as compared with an average of 
over 30 inches in previous years. 

The value of agricultural land has not yet recovered from the 
effects of the poor harvest of 1911, followed as it was by the 
revolution and consequent shortage of money, but it is gradually 
recovering. Early in 1912 land was almost unsaleable, the 
downward tendency being aggravated by the threatened drought. 
Prices now average about £17 an acre, which is less than half 
the price obtained four or five years ago, when a series of good 
harvests had sent up the price of land, for when harvests are 
good no one is willing to sell, but when bad poorer people have 
to sell to live. The prices given do not apply to the immediate 
vicinity of Port Edward, where the laud has risen considerably 
in value and has recently sold for as much as £240 an acre. 


AFFORESTATION. 


Two hundred and fifty thousand fir trees were planted on the 
Island, which is now very much changed in appearance from ten 
years ago, when a visitor remarked that the only trees on the 
Island were flag posts! Several hundred acacias were also 
planted and the avenues of trees on the mainland extended. 
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Oprrum. 


Opium smoking in the Territory, which has never been a pre- 
valent habit among its inhabitants, is rapidly decreasing. The 
number of licensed opium smokers was 36, as compared with 42 
in the previous year, and the number of convictions for offences 
under the Ordinance was 47, as compared with 95 in 1911. 

Of the persons convicted, six preferred to go to gaol rather 
than pay the fine imposed. They were discharged from gaol 
cured of the opium habit, as were also the four or five other 
opium smokers who were sentenced to imprisonment for other 
offences. This decrease in the figures connected with opium 
smoking in the Territory is remarkable when compared with the 
marked increase which took place outside the Territory during 
the disturbances incident to the revolution. 

In the report for last year reference was made to the increase 
of drunkenness among the Chinese in connection with the decrease 
of opium smoking. There has been no marked increase of the 
excessive use of alcohol during the past year, and very few cases 
of drunkenness have come before the Magistrates. Drunkenness 
among the inhabitants of this Territory has not become a pre- 
valent or formidable social evil. But, as opium has been pro- 
hibited, the Chinese find it difficult to dispense with all forms of 
stimulants, so liquor in the form of Chinese spirits tends to take 
its place and drunkenness is now not so rare a vice as it used 
to be. The Chinese in Weihaiwei still are, as a general rule, 
undoubtedly a sober race, so any exception to that rule naturally 
attracts greater attention than in other places where drunkenness 
is more prevalent. 


Hosprrats. 


Increasing confidence of the Chinese in European methods was 
shown by a very marked rise in the number of patients treated 
in the hospital at Port Edward, viz., 4,923 out-patients and 110 
in-patients, making a total of 5,035, as compared with 3,909 in 
1911. 

One hundred operations were performed, and of these perhaps 
the most interesting were ten cases of gunboat wounds received 
during the fighting in Chinese territory near the frontier of 
Weihaiwei. 

There were seven midwifery cases, five of which were difficult 
instrumental cases. The Chinese are still very conservative in 
these cases and very seldom seek assistance, and then only when 
the patient is in evtremis. They, as a rule, still prefer the 
primitive methods of the local beldames, which result in a very 
high rate of mortality among both women and children. 

The total number of patients treated in the Island Hospital 
was 1,853. Of these, 1,842 were out-patients and 11 in-patients. 
Large numbers of out-patients were treated by Mr. Ma, Medical 
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Assistant at Wénch’tiant’ang, who continues to show great zeal 
and interest in his work. There were 4,009 new cases, with 7,328 
attendances, as compared with 4,849 cases in eight months last 
year. The slight reduction in the number of patients prescribed 
for is accounted for by the inauguration of a new system of 
charging fees to cover the cost of drugs supplied. Under the 
old system many persons who could well afford to pay for the 
drugs used by them failed to do so, while now all patients have 
to pay cash unless they can bring a letter from their village 
headman, or other responsible person, certifying their inability 
to pay even the small sums demanded. It may be added that 
medical treatment is free to all comers, the only payment 
demanded being the cost price of the drugs supplied in the case 
of those who can afford to pay for them. 

The Franciscan Sisters started a free dispensary at the 
Convent in 1908. In addition to treating patients who come to 
the dispensary, they also attend cases of sickness in the villages. 
Their charitable work is much appreciated by the Chinese, as 
may be seen from the following return, furnished by the 
Reverend Mother Superior, showing the number of patients 
treated in the dispensary since 1908. 


Year. No. of patients. 
1908 ee a es ties w. 1,486 
1909 is ee ae ang «4,140 
1910 xe a ae bs =. 8,736 
1911 2s ee oe ee .. 4,654 
1912 a ta5 ay 25 ws 7,274 


Pusiic HEaurs. 


The general health of the Territory was very good and, as in 
1911, there was no epidemic. Among Europeans there was one 
fatal case of typhus, which was contracted in Shanghai. A 
marine on the Island died of diphtheria. The source of infec- 
tion could not be traced as there were no cases known to exist 
either on the Island or at Port Edward. The number of vaccina- 
tions performed on the mainland and Island were 3,598 and 30 
respectively as compared with 3,841 and 211 in the previous year. 
Ninety per cent. of the vaccinations were successful. 


SANITATION. 


The sanitary condition of Port Edward and the Island was 
satisfactory. With a view to decrease the number of flies on 
the Island a committee was appointed to survey the rubbish 
shute. An iron shute was recommended and approved and will 
be constructed this year. 
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METEOROLOGICAL. 


The returns for the year are given in the Appendix. 

The highest monthly barometrical average was for November— 
30°740 inches, and the lowest April—29-084 inches. The average 
monthly range was ‘709. The highest temperature was 97°, in 
July and August, and the lowest 4°, in December. 

Rain or snow fell on 52 days, the annual rainfall being 16-59 
inches, the lowest on record. The wettest month was August, 
with 5°04 inches. 


x 


Postat. 


The number of mails despatched to Shanghai, Chefoo, Tientsin 
and Hong Kong was 807, composed of 876 bags including 3,241 
registered articles and parcels. The number of mails received 
from the above-mentioned places was 899, made up of 1,198 bags 
including 3,141 registered articles and parcels. The number of 
mails despatched in closed bags to General Post Office, London, 
via Siberia, was 274, composed of 275 bags containing 78,676 
letters, 5,882 postcards and 1,278 registered articles. 

The quickest time in which a mail reached here from London 
was 14 days. The total receipts for the sale of postage stamps 
and postal orders during the year were as follows: — 


$ cts. 

Stamps ... isc oe « 8,260.94 
Imperial Postal Notes... ... 24,243.50 
Local Postal Notes... a. 4,874.39 
$36,878.83 


This shows an increase of $10,306.07 as compared with last 
year, which is due to the longer stay of the Fleet. 


Gaot. 


The number of persons sentenced to imprisonment was 186, 
which is 40 less than in 1911, but the daily average, 39, is in 
excess of last year, which indicates that the sentences passed have 
been longer owing to the increase of serious crime. The increase 
is also partly to be accounted for by the fact that prisoners 
sentenced to long terms of imprisonment are not now, as 
formerly, sent to Hong Kong to undergo their sentences. 

The new gaol was occupied in January and is a great improve- 
ment in every way on the former buildings, and affords much 
better opportunities for supervision than were formerly possible. 
One prisoner under sentence of death attempted to commit 
suicide but was prevented from doing himself any harm. The 
work performed by the prisoners has, as usual, been chiefly the 
making and repairing of roads and tree planting. It has been 
remarked that prisoners serving long sentences are nearly always 
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the best workers. The health of the prisoners has been very 
good, no cases of serious illness having occurred. There were 
one birth in gaol and two executions, 





REVOLUTION In CHINA. 


In the report for last year reference was made to the Revolu- 
tion in China so far as it affected the districts in the neighbour- 
hood of this Territory. Sporadic fighting qontinued till the end 
of June, and though order has gradually been restored in those 
districts, there is still a feeling of unrest among their inhabitants 
as well as among the people of this Territory, and serious crime 
has been more prevalent than formerly. It is estimated that 
700 men were killed in the disturbances in Chinese territory, 
120 of whom were revolutionaries killed by the people, who were 
exasperated by forced subscriptions and interference with their 
customs. The disturbed conditions of the districts adjoining this 
Territory necessitate the presence of a military detachment, first 
supplied by the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, who were relieved 
in September by a detachment of the Prince Albert’s Somerset 
Light Infantry. The latter returned to Tientsin. at the end of 
March last. Both military detachments discharged their duties 
in a most efficient manner and the thanks of this Government for 
their valuable assistance were conveyed to them before they left 
Weiheiwei. The departure of the military has necessitated an 
increase of 40 in the local Police Force in order that the marked 
increase in serious crime may be held in check. 


Bririsa Fierr snp Foreren Suirs or War. 


The British Fleet under the command of Vice-Admiral Sir 
Alfred Winsloe arrived about the beginning of June and left 
about the end of September after having carried out its usual 
gunnery exercises. H.M.S. ‘‘ Monmouth ’’ was here during the 
winter months and its presence was much appreciated, as no man- 
of-war has been stationed here during that season for many years 
past. In July Weihaiwei was honoured by visits from Admiral 
de Kerillis, Commander-in-Chief of the French Fleet in Eastern 
waters, in his flagship ‘‘ Dupleix ’’; from Captain Nanta in the 
Austrian cruiser ‘‘ Kaizer Franz Josef I.’’; and from Captain de 
Lussanet de la Sabloniere in the Dutch cruiser ‘“‘ Holland’’; in 
August by a visit from Lieutenant Claasfen in the German 
destroyer ‘“‘Taku,’’? and in October by a visit from Captain 
Yoshyima and Captain Sato of the Japanese cruisers ‘‘ Tsugaru ”’ 
and “ Suzuya.” 

J. H. Stewart Lockwart, 


Commissioner, 
Government House, 


Weihaiwei, 
27th May, 1913. 
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The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


741 
742 











ANNUAL. 

Colony, &c. Year. 
Gold Coast . « an Boy tes 1911 
Turks and Caicos Islands... 5 aoe 7 
Fiji, . ” 
Bechuanaland Protectorate 1911-1912 
Basutoland .. Bs 
Colonial Survey Committee . » 
Malta sks per re ” 
Nyasaland ... wee aes one ” 
British Honduras .. ea ee 1911 
Gilbert and Ellice islands... By 1910 
Southern Nigeria ... a es 1911 
Somaliland .. . «» 1911-1912 
Imperial Institute ove a 1911 
Northern Nigeria ... oy * 
Jamaica ae +» 1911-1912 
Swaziland 5 of 
Bahamas a a 
Grenada. oe 1911 
Uganda eee +» 1911-1912 
Mauritius . ee 1911 
‘Trinidad and ‘Tobago «» 1911-1912 
British Guiana “7 ry = 
St. Vincent ... “ ” 
Barbados te Ss 
Leeward Islands ... rey oes ” 
Straits Settlements . °° 1911 
East Africa Protectorate . 1911-1912 
St. Lucia... mn 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands ‘Protectorate... 1911 
Cayman Islands (J: amsiee) ae one 1911-1912 
Gibraltar on os eee 1912 
St. Helena ... ae ove 5 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &e. Subject. 

Fiji... nes ese ace +» Hurricane, 1910. 
Jamaica aoe ase «. Cayman Islands. 
Ceylon... a ove ane « Mineral Survey, 1906-7 and 


West Indies... ase aoe 


Southern Nigeria ... ase 
St. Vincent ... one eee 


Weihbaiwei... ose one tee 
Northern Nigeria ... 


Nyasaland ... oe eee 
Southern Nigeria ... eee 
Imperial Institute ... 
Southern Nigeria oe 
West Indies,.. ame eee oe 





1907-8. 
Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 
Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 
Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 
Census, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 
1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, 


1907-8 and 
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REPORT ON THE CEYLON BLUE BOOK OF 1911-1912. 


{Norr.—The last Report dealt with the financial year 1910-11. It has since been 
decided that the Blue Book should give statistics for the calendar year so far as 
possible. This Report, therefore, deals with statistics for the calendar year 1911, 
except in the sections dealing with Finance, Education, and Railway, where, the 
figures being based on the returns for the financial year, the period dealt with is 
that from July 1, 1911, to June 30, 1912.] 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


(A) GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
Revenue. 


TuE revenue in 1911-12 amounted to Rs. 47,246,222, which was Rs. 3,034,222 
more than the estimate, and Rs. 2,609,122 more than the total expenditure of 
the twelve months chargeable to revenue. 

Taking two-thirds of the total for the eighteen months 1910-11 as the pro- 
portionate revenue for twelve months ending June 30, 1911, the revenue during 
the period under review was Rs. 3,504,464 more than the revenue of the 
preceding twelve months. 

The following table shows the rapid growth of the Ceylon revenue during the 
last decade :— 

Excess of 


Surplus of 
Year. Revenue. Expenditure. athe art pudheae? ‘exer 
previous Year. Sa tocar ea 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1901 .. 26,487,102 .. 29,216,747a .. = a5 _ 2,779,645 
1902 .. 28,435,158 .. 28,042,105¢ .. 1,998,056 .. 393,053 
1903 -- 29,423,308 .. 27,078,759d .. 988,150 .. 2,344,549 
1904 .. 30,472,325 .. 32,019,393 .. 1,049,017 .. _— 1,547,068 
1905 .. 34,395,336 .. 29,736,899 .. 3,923,011 .. 4,658,437 
1906 .. 35,030,661 .. 32,644,215 .. 635,325 .. 2,386,446 
1907 +. 86,573,825 .. 32,591,522 .. 1,643,164. .. 3,982,303 
1908 .. 35,572,849 .. 35,032,055e .. ae ais 540,794 
1909 .. 89,332,861 .. 35,789,398f .. 3,760,012 .. 3,543,463 
1910-11* .. 43,741,758 .. 39,302,8229 .. 4,408,897 .. 4,438,936 
911-12 .. 47,246,222 .. 44,637,100h . 3,504,464 .. 2,609,122 


* Proportionately for twelve months. 


@ Includes Rs. 3,320,152 from surplus balances. 
6b Deficit. 

c Includes Rs. 1,700,227 from surplus balances. 
d Includes Rs. 363,931 from surplus balances. 

e Includes Rs. 278,508 from surplus balances. 

f Includes Rs. 1,906,442 from surplus balances. 
g Includes Rs. 2,835,115 from surplus balances. 
h Includes Rs. 5,118,596 from surplus balances. 


It will be seen that the revenue has increased by 78 per cent. during the 
decade. 
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The following is a comparative statement showing the actual revenue 
collected in 1910-11 and 1911-12 :— 





ee i Ne Sk a ee 
A. B. Cc. 
Propor- 
Revenue tionate Revenue 
for Revenue for Nett Nett 
Eighteen for 1911-12 | Increase | Decrease 
Months, Twelve (Twelve (compared | (compared 
1910-11. | Months, | Months). | with B). | with B). 
1910-11. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs. 
1. Customs : -| 16,885,970] 11,257,313] 12,554,534! 1,297,221 = 


2. Port, Harbour, Wharf, | 
Warehouse, and other 
Dues o . 

3. Licenses, Excise, and 
Internal Revenue not! 
otherwise classified _. .| 13,802,335] 9,201,556) 10,128,717) 927,161 — 

4, Fees of Court or Office, 
Payment for Specific! 
Services,andReimburse- 


4,097,681) 2,731,787| 2,924,519 192,732 _ 


ments in Aid ..| 2,457,736] 1,638,491} 1,799,056 160,565) — 
5. Post and Telegraphs .-| 2,700,903; 1,800,602) 1,849,382) 48,780 — 
6. Government Railway _ . .} 20,160,125] 13,440,083] 14,052,651} 612,568) _— 
7. Interest ae -.| 1,824,724] 1,216,483) 1,226,774) 10,291 
8. Miscellaneous Receipts ..} 1,119,598} 746,399) 581,074) _ 165,325 
9. Land Revenue (exclusive 

of Land Sales) a 775,831 517,221; 449,469 _— 67,752 
10. Land Sales .. ..| 1,787,735] 1,191,823] 1,680,046) 488 ,223 —_ 





Total ..| 65,612,638) 43,741,758) 47,246,222) 3,737,541 233,077 














Deduct Decrease o 233,077 
Nett Increase for 12 Months ..| 3,504,464| 











There is an increase under every head of revenue as compared with 1910-11, 
with the exception of Miscellaneous Receipts and Land Revenue (exclusive of 
Land Sales). The decrease under the former is chiefly due to the Pearl Fishery 
Rent (Rs. 310,000) not having been paid in for 1912; that under the latter to 
a decrease in receipts on account of Rent of Lands, Miscellaneous Land Revenue, 
and Sale of Timber and Forest Produce. The increase of nearly 13 lakhs 
under Customs, 6 under Government Railways, and nearly 5 lakhs under Land 
Sales are indicative of the continued prosperity of the Island. The increase of 
over 9 lakhs under Licenses is due to the abolition of Judicial Stamps and 
the use of Revenue Stamps in their stead, as well as to larger receipts under 
Arrack Rents. 


Surplus Fund.—The surplus fund of the Colony on June 30, 1912, stood at 
Rs. 29,409,559, or Rs. 2,609,123 more than at the end of June, 1911. The 
fund is composed of balances accruing by excess of revenue over expenditure 
in successive years, and is utilized to finance the execution of certain important 
public works in accordance with a programme approved by the Secretary of 
State. Advances are also made from the fund to meet expenditure on works 
properly chargeable to loan funds, such as the Colombo Harbour Works and 
the Mannar Railway, such advances being repaid as further loans are raised. 
After the first portion of the loan raised under Ordinance No. 6 of 1909 had 
been exhausted, a sum of Rs. 2,736,933 was advanced to meet expenditure 
during the first half of 1911, and Rs. 4,006,587 to meet expenditure between 
July, 1911, and June, 1912. 
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Of the total fund of Rs. 29,409,559, asum of Rs. 12,126,415, including the 
advance to loan works, had not been appropriated up to June 30,1912. The 
commitments against the surplus balances, of which about 40 per cent. had 
been spent to June 30, 1912, include 17} lakhs to be expended on roads and 
bridges, 38 lakhs for survey and settlement of land, 39 for the Chilaw Railway, 
24 for rolling stock, 26 for the Badulla Railway, 15 towards the cost of 
deepening the Colombo Harbour, 22 for the Pelmadulla Railway, besides a 
number of smaller appropriations for other important public works. 


Expenditure. 


The ordinary expenditure of 1911-12, including the amount expended from 
surplus balances, totalled Rs. 44,637,100, or Rs. 5,377,143 less than the 
estimated expenditure. 

The following is a comparative statement showing the actual expenditure in 
1910-11 and 1911-12. 
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Taking a two-thirds proportion of the figures for the eighteen months of 
1910-11 as the ordinary expenditure for the twelve months ending June 30, 
1911, it will be seen that the expenditure of 1911-12, exclusive of expenditure 
from surplus balances, is in excess of that for the previous twelve months by 
Rs. 3,050,795. 

There is a decrease of 14 lakhs under Public Debt, which is accounted for by 
the fact that in the year under review there was no payment made in respect 
of the loan of £250,000 raised from the Public Works Loan Commissioners, the 
last annuity thereon having been paid off in the previous year. There is also 
a decrease of nearly 24 lakhs under Military Expenditure, which is explained by 
the payment during the previous year of arrears of increased rates for 1909, 
1910, and 1911 in respect of military contribution to the Imperial Government. 

There is an increase under nearly all the other heads. That of Rs. 180,000 
under Post Office is mainly due to the all-round expansion of the work of the | 
Department, but includes notable additions under the sub-heads of Delivery of 
Telegrams, Telegraph Extensions, and Telephone Extensions. The Railway 
Department shows an all-round increase of Rs. 377,000. The Medical Depart- 
ment is responsible for an increase of over 5 lakhs. Of this, the working of 
the Opium Ordinance absorbed nearly Rs. 17,000, and expenses on account of 
a cholera outbreak involved the expenditure of an additional Rs. 17,000 odd. 
In an unusually unhealthy year Purchase of Medicines showed an increase 
of nearly 2 lakhs, while there was a general increase of expenditure on 
Hospitals. Education shows an increase of Rs. 230,000. Under Public Works 
Extraordinary there is an increase of over 4 lakhs, of which 2 lakhs odd 
were expended on the acquisition of land in Colombo in connection with the 
expansion of the headworks of the Railway. The largest increase of all, under 
Railway Works Extraordinary, amounts to Rs. 530,000 odd, of which over 
2 lakhs were devoted to the provision of new engines. The increase of 
Rs. 470,000 under Miscellaneous Services includes expenditure in connection 
with the Excise Commission, the representation of Ceylon at the Delhi Durbar, 
the local Coronation celebrations, the election of members of the Legislative 
Council, and the investigation of sprue, while over 24 lakhs were expended 
in compensating Municipalities and Road Committees for the abolition of road 
and bridge tolls. 

Works chargeable to Surplus Balances show an expenditure of 51 lakhs 
out of 61 provided in the Estimates, or an increase of nearly 23 lakhs over 
the proportionate figure for the preceding twelve months, and of nearly 9 
lakhs over the actual expenditure of the eighteen months of 1910-11. The 
principal items of expenditure were the acquisition of Captain’s Garden, 
Colombo, to provide for the expansion of the headworks of the Railway ; the 
payment of the special allowance recently granted to public officers stationed 
in Colombo; the railway extension to Chilaw ; and the provision of rolling stock 
for the Railway. 
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As apart from ordinary expenditure, the following comparative statement 
shows the expenditure during the twelve months on Public Works Extra- 
ordinary chargeable to Loan Funds (which was met by advances from surplus 
balances pending the raising of a further loan) as compared with the expenditure 
during 1910-11 :— 





1910-11 1910-11 (12 Months 1911-12 
(18 Months). proportionately). (12 Months), 
Rs. @. Rs. -o. Rs. c. 
Colombo Harbour Works +» 1,130,482 4 .. 753,654 69 .. 1,210,512 50 
Colombo Stations Extensions .. 494,767 13 .. 329,844 75 .. 371,600 7 
Ratnapura Railway 1,197,235 76 .. 798,157 17... 324,743 62 
Duplication of Line, Ragama to 
Moratuwa .. aoe 968,950 68 .. 645,967 12 .. 437,489 13 
Colombo Lake Development .. 43,233 68 .. 28,822 45 .. 108,548 63 
. Karaiur Reclamation, Jafina .. 19,419 90 .. 12,946 60 .. 38,631 17 
Irrigation Works fs 176,743 57... 117,829 4 .. 70,410 97 
Mannar Railway 3,367,172 87 .. 2,244,781 91 .. 1,108,166 95 
‘Expenses of raising Loan (Ordi- 
nance No. 6 of 1909) 163,307 44 .. 108,871 62 .. = 
Colombo Drainage Works, and 
Series 499,515 93 .. 333,010 62 .. 305,610 0 
Motor Traction as feeders to 
Railway 5 —_— 2% _ ore. 1,057 94 
Additional Engines and Rolling 
Stock —_ is _ aM 29,816 90 
Total .. 8,060,829 0 5,373,885 97 4,006,587 88 





(B) Assets AND LIABILITIES. 

The assets of the Colony on June 30, 1912, were Rs. 35,154,678, ta 
the liabilities Rs. 12,488,640, the assets thus exceeding the liabilities by 
Rs. 22,666,038. Further, a sum of Rs. 6,743,521 had been advanced from 
surplus balances for Harbour, Railway, and Irrigation expenditure, which will 
ultimately be charged to loan. 


Of the assets, a sum of— 


Rs. 6,854,805 was in cash in the hands of the Treasurer, the Government 
Agents, the local banks, and the Crown Agents in London ; 

Rs. 15,453,720 in investments ; 

Rs. 8,486,704 advanced for the Colombo Drainage Works ; 

Rs. 2,018,993 in stores ; 

Bs. 1,110,202 in loans to Local Bodies ; and 

Rs. 781,866 in miscellaneous advances. 


The chief liabilities were— Bs. 
Widows’ and Orphans’ Pension Fund “He 6,590,765 
General Deposits. . ae 4,349,544 


(c) Pusitic Dept. 
On June 30, 1912, the public debt of Ceylon stood as follows :— 


£ 
Nett Sterling Debt : es 5,038,570 
Nett Silver Debt (Rs. 2,434 260) . = 162,284 


Total indebtedness .. £5,200,854 
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The following table exhibits in sterling the revenue and nett amount of debt 
during each of the last six years :— 


Nett Amount of 


Year. Revenue. Debt. 
£ £ 
1905. oe oe 2,293,022 Be 4,386,039 
1906 fs oe od 2,335,377 .. 4,304,396 
1907 ace, on 7 oe 2,438,255 o 4,194,434 
1908 a ws oe 2,371,523 o+ 4,090,229 
1909s. ae A 2,622,190 ae 4,444,381 
- 1910-11 (proportionate for 12 months) .. 2,916,117 . 5,312,419 
1911-12... ria ot 3,149,748 $4 5,200,854 


It will be noticed that the total indebtedness is less than twice the annua 
revenue. 


With the exception of the loan of Rs. 300,000 (£20,000) borrowed from 
the Ceylon Savings Bank, which is repayable by an annuity of Rs. 20,000 
(£1,333. 6s. 8d.), provision is made for the repayment of all loans by a sinking 
fund of 1 per cent. 

Out of the 34 per cent. loan of £3,436,854 authorized by Ordinance No. 6 of 
1909 to meet the cost of the Colombo Harbour and Drainage Works, the 
Mannar Railway, and other railway and public works, a sum of £1,500,000 has 
already been raised, the price of issue being 98} per cent. It is not considered 
necessary at present to raise any further portion of the loan, as the surplus 
balances of the Colony admit of advances being made to works chargeable to 
the loan, in anticipation of settlement when the balance or a further portion 
of the loan is raised. 


(D) CURRENCY AND BANKING. 


The currency of Ceylon consists of— 

Copper : Ceylon 1-cent and }-cent pieces, 6} cents being equivalent to 
1d. English. 

Nickel : Ceylon 5-cent piece. 

Silver : Indian rupee (= 100 cents), equivalent to ls. 4d. English; and 
Ceylon 50-cent, 25-cent, and 10-cent pieces. 

Gold : British sovereigns, which are legal tender at Rs. 15 to the 
sovereign, 

Ceylon Government currency notes of Rs. 1,000, 100, 50, 10, and 5. 


On June 30, 1912, the value of currency notes in circulation was Rs. 21,146,720, 
the currency reserve on that date being distributed as follows :— 


Rg. cm 
Gold (£135,000) ee Se +. 2,025,000 0 
Rupees .. ie ou .. 7,248,207 14 
Small silver oe bre me 375,000 0 
British investments ate ee ee 435,000 0 
Colonial investments es es .. 5,323,048 77 
Indian investments a. ir .. 5,740,464 9 


The Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and China ; the Hong Kong and 
Shanghai Banking Corporation; the Bank of Madras; the Mercantile Bank of 
India, Limited; and the National Bank of India, Limited, do business in the 
Colony. . 


c 34-13 
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Year. 


1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 


1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 


1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
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(z) MuNicrpaqiries. 


The following is a comparative statement of the total revenue and expen- 
diture of the Municipalities for the five years ended December 31, 1911 :— 


Colombo. 
Revenue. Expenditure. 
Rs. G Rs. c. 
ze oe 2,382,259 12* .. 2,217,100 86 
oe i 1,884,133 4 oe 1,846,000 97 
. ae 1,848,294 12 me 2,068,958 38 
2,260,049 41 e 2,191,141 42 
2,662,823 36 see 2,466,953 17 

Kandy. 
224,196 41 bee 192,736 5 
226,646 54 as 189,138 78 
180,602 94 oe 165,850 27 
224,346 80 Be 225,323 32 
245,473 66 a 245,088 6 

Galle. 

129,637 81 me 116,578 59 
141,984 46 Ne 132,461 36 
156,051 80 on 192,656 31 
we 135,329 75 o. 156,856 28 
oe 154,342 21 aS 144,680 6 


* The revenue of the Colombo Municipality for 1907 includes a sum of Rs. 600,000 
advanced by Government on account of Drainage Works. 


Below will be found a statement of the debts of the Municipalities up to 
June 30, 1912, showing provision for payment :— 








Amount of Debt} On what Account. Provision for Payment. 
outstanding. 
Rs. c. Colombo. 
(See below) |.. _ _— 
Kandy. 
121,313 67  |.. Waterworks construction -| Water-rate of 6 per cent. on properties 


105,402 98 
18,000 0 
246,445 90 
37,840 82 


529,003 37 


. Acquisition of lands above) 


reservoir; repairs to main! 
sewer and other various works 


- To widen Victoria Drive and/ 


clear lake silt 


Galle. 


. Construction of waterworks .. 


. Sanitary improvements 








within certain portions of the Munici- 
pality (Ordinances Nos. 18 and 29 of 
1884). 

Bond assigning portion of water-rate 
as authorized by Ordinance No. 7 of 
1887; also portion of rates and taxes. 

Bond assigning portion of rates and 
taxes under sections 127 (a) and 
(b), 128, 129, and 130 of Ordinance 
No. 7 of 1887. 

A water-rate of 5 per cent. is levied 
within the Fort for repayment of loan. 


-| Mortgage of stamp duties on licenses 


for carts, boats, and coaches, ,and 
also stamp duties under Licensing 
Ordinances of 1893 and 1897. 





As regards the Municipality of Colombo, a sum of Rs. 8,486,703°68 has been 
advansed by the Government towards the cost of the Mansergh Drainage and 


Sewerage Scheme. 


The construction of the Colombo Waterworks and the 


Victoria Bridge was carried out by Government, and the Municipality has 
undertaken to repay Government an annual sum of Rs. 100,000 until 1924 in 
respect of the former, and of Rs. 8,000 until 1945 for the latter. 
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(Ff) Locat Boarps. 


There are twenty-one Local Boards in Ceylon. The Boards are entrusted 
with the maintenance of public health and the general improvement and 
conservancy of the towns in which they are established. Their sources of 
revenue are an assessment tax on real property, taxes on vehicles and animals, 
road commutation tax, stamp duties for various licenses, and fines for breaches 
of by-laws, &c. 


In 1911 the total revenue of these Boards amounted to Rs. 596,425, as 
against Rs. 448,420 in 1910; and the total expenditure to Rs. 488,073, as 
against Rs. 436,933 in 1910. 


Loans are made to Local Boards, usually at 3} to 4} per cent. interest and 2 
per cent. sinking fund, for approved purposes, such as waterworks, drainage, 
erection of markets, &c., on the security of their revenue. Loans outstanding 
on June 30, 1912, amounted to Rs. 484,947. 


Il—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


(A) Imports anp Exports! 
Trade in General. 


The total value of Ceylon trade in the year 1911 once again exceeded that of 
any previous year, as will be seen from the following table :— 


Aggregate Value of Imports and Exports for the last Ten Years (omitting 
Specie, but including Coal exported for the use of Steamers). 


Lakhs of { Lakhs of 
Year. Rupees. | Year. Rupees. 
1902 an «+ 2,086 1907 on +» 2,631 
1903 a s+ 2,144 1908 re ++ 2,648 
1904 oe ++ 2,198 ; 1909 oi +. 2,853 
1905 oe «. 2,240 , 1910 ce -» 3,321 
1906 - ++ 2,363 | 1911 ie «+ 8,523 


The Customs revenue collected in 1911 showed an advance of Rs. 993,455, 
as compared with 1910. Between 1901 and 1911 the increase has amounted 
to Rs. 5,542,287, or 61°3 per cent. 


The chief source of this revenue in 1910 and 1911 was the import duty on— 


1910, LOL. 

Rs. Rs. 
Grain o an ahs 3,895,860 .. 3,856,615 
Spirits .- aa .- 1,614,820 .. 1,974,002 
Kerosine Oil.. hx aie 1,157,118 .. 1,362,388 
Sugar se o ne 1,037,847 .. 1,125,417 
Cotton Goods as oe 425,128 .. 450,926 


The total trade of the Colony, excluding specie and coal exported for use of 
steamers, amounted to Rs. 337,513,065, an increase of Rs. 20,845,810, or 
6°6 per cent. over 1910, compared with an increase of Rs. 44,326,027 (16°3 
per cent.) during the previous period. 
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The following table gives details for the last ten years of the annual value of 
the trade of the Colony, omitting specie and the value of coal for the use of 
steamers :— 








Exports. 

Total of Imports 

British, Foreign, and and Exports, 
Produce and Manu- other Colonial omitting Specie 
Year, Imports. facture of the Produce and Total. and the Value of 
Colony. Manufacture, Coal for use of 

Steamers. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

1902 .. 97,883,263 .. 96,771,467 .. 1,462,923 .. 98,234,390 .. 196,117,653 
1903 .. 100,889,372 .. 100,871,556 .. 1,356,167 .. 102,227,723 .. 203,117,095 
1904 .. 105,324,719 .. 99,894,461 .. 1,214,415 .. 101,108,876 .. 206,433,595 
1905... 108,324,328 .. 100,898,551 .. 1,291,158 .. 102,189,709 .. 210,514,037 
1906 .. 112,789,269 .. 108,248,232 .. 1,463,412 .. 109,711,644 .. 222,500,913 
1907 .. 120,061,934 .. 127,095,587 .. 2,272,664 .. 129,368,251 .. 249,430,185 
1908 .. 122,420,393 .. 127,015,846 .. 1,946,310 .. 128,962,156 .. 251,382,549 
1909 .. 125,441,597 .. 144,121,334 2,778,297 .. 146,899,631 .. 272,341,228 
1910 .. 150,195,648 .. 160,771,277 5,700,330 .. 166,471,607 .. 316,667,255 
1911... 156,986,106 .. 170,110,905 .. 10,416,054 .. 180,526,959 .. 337,513,065 


It will be noticed from the above table that for the last five years the value 
of the exports has materially exceeded that of the imports. This is due 
practically entirely to the weighty influence of the valuable new export, 
rubber. In 1906, the last year when imports exceeded exports, the value 
of the rubber exports was only Rs. 1,527,539 ; in 1911 it was Rs. 28,356,056, 
exclusive of 8 millions of rupees worth of Straits and Indian rubber transhipped 
here. The balance in favour of exports was in 1911 Rs. 23,540,000. 

An analysis of the distribution of the trade of Ceylon as between the United 
Kingdom, British Colonies, and foreign countries during the past three years 
gives the following figures (omitting imports of rubber, specie, and coal 
exported for the use of steamers) :— 


1909. 1910, -1911, 

Percentage of total trade of Ceylon taken by— 

United Kingdom ss +» 38°79 .. 38°08. = 39°31 

British Colonies ae -» 36°35 .. 34°57) «. 2 33°37 

Foreign Countries eS we 24°86 06. 274, 27°82 
Percentage of import trade of Ceylon taken by— 

United Kingdom a oe 26°38... 28°32. = 28°83 

British Colonies o oe 61:13... 58°77. 57°71 

Foreign Countries ae «+ 12°49 .. 12°91 .. 13°99 
Percentage of export trade of Ceylon taken by— 

United Kingdom Ae +s 49°23 6. 46°49 6, 48°39 

British Colonies an o. 15°52. 13°49... 13°29 

Foreign Countries oe +» 85°25 .. 40°02 .. 38°32 


In the import trade foreign countries have steadily advanced, while the 
United Kingdom is in much the same position as in 1910. In exports the 
United Kingdom showed an advance over 1910, but the figures were below those 
of 1909, the percentage for foreign countries being less than in 1910, but more 
than in 1909. The percentage of trade with British Colonies has declined 
under both heads. 

Imports. 

There were advances under practically all heads, especially noteworthy 

being those under Cotton, Metals, Manures, Sugar, and Kerosine Oil. 


Biscuits and Confectionery—The imports of biscuits rose 17 per cent., 
i.e., from 1,265,938 lb. in 1910 to 1,485,805 lb. The import of confectionery 
was 1,091,634 Ib., or 20 per cent. more than in the preceding year. 


CEYLON, 1911-12. 13 


Cement.—The activity in the building trade is strikingly illustrated by the 
increase in the demand for cement, the number of hundredweights imported 
in 1911 (361,088) being nearly 39 per cent. more than in 1910. 

Coal imports have decreased from 801,379 tons in 1910 to 665,047 tons in 
1911. 

Cotton, Manufactured and Raw—The setback to the cotton trade which 
occurred in 1909—when imports dwindled from Rs. 10,168,933 to Rs. 8,645 ,079— 
was amply atoned for in 1911, the value of such imports rising Rs. 1,085,000 
over the previous highwater mark of 1908 and reaching over 11 millions of 
rupees. The recovery is well distributed over bleached, gray, and printed 
piece goods from the United Kingdom ; dyed piece goods from the United 
Kingdom, Germany, Belgium, and Holland ; and “ other ” piece goods from 
the United Kingdom and Germany. 

Grain.—The quantity of rice cleared for home consumption during the year 
was slightly more than in the previous period, the figures being : 1910, 
6,877,568 cwt.; 1911, 6,897,034 cwt. 

Horses and Motor Cars—The number of motor cars imported during the 
year was 213, as against 151 in 1910, 75 in 1909, and 89 in 1908. 

The ever-increasing popularity of motoring is reflected in the imports of 
petrol. The following are the figures since 1909 :—1909, 66,208 gallons ; 1910, 
136,646 gallons ; 1911, 206,028 gallons. 

Only 483 horses were imported in 1911, as against 796 in 1910. 

From May 1, 1911, no horse can be in.ported into Ceylon without production 
of a certificate of inspection by a qualified veterinary surgeon at the port of 
shipment. Horses have also to be inspected by the Municipal Veterinary 
Inspector before landing. 

Kerosine oil imports amounted to 4,427,074 gallons, of which 2,737,854 
consisted of bulk oil and the balance case oil. Both kinds shared in the 
activity of the market. 

Lamps.—The total number imported was 204,843, as against 206,416 in 1910. 
The total value was, however, slightly more than in 1910. The average value 
entered at the Customs ranged from about Re. 1°50 for English lamps to 6 
cents for small glass kitchen lamps from Japan. 

Metals and Metalware—The total value of imports was Rs. 7,576,465, 
an increase of Rs. 341,661 over 1910. 

The most noticeable increases were in hardware (1} lakhs), tea lead (1} lakhs), 
steelware (nearly 1 lakh), and cast steel (2 lakh) ; but there were also some 
remarkable decreases, as in pig lead (1? lakhs) and hoop iron (1 lakh). 

Manure imports continue to expand rapidly. The total quantity imported 
in 1911, viz., 80,000 tons, is more than five times the quantity imported ten 
years ago. Fish manure alone now accounts for nearly 20,000 tons, or far 
more than the total of all manures in 1901. The other manures which contribute 
mainly to this year’s total are castor seed poonac (12,000 tons), ground nut 
cake (10,500 tons), and rape seed poonac (6,500 tons). 

Silk manufactures of all kinds show a marked advance of 27 per cent., the 
figures being : 1910, Rs. 523,166 ; 1911, Rs. 664,444. 

Spirits —The imports rose from 313,866 gallons in 1910 to 333,205 gallons 
in 1911. 

The imports of brandy have increased in value over 1910 by 13 per cent. and 
gin by 10 per cent., while whisky shows a slight decrease. 

Sugar —The imports of candy and refined sugar showed an increase of 29,678 
ewt. (or about 9 per cent.) on the imports of the previous year. Java 
and Hong Kong, the two chief suppliers, sent together 87 per cent. of the 
total for 1911. Palm and jaggery and unrefined sugar have increased less 
markedly. 
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Tobacco, Cigars, and Cigarettes—The increase of the duty on manufactured 
tobacco from 40 cents a pound to Re. 1°40 a pound (i.c., an increase of 250 
per cent.) sent the imports down with a run. Cigars and cigarettes also show 
a decrease. The figures as compared with last year are :— 


Cigars and Manufactured 


Cigarettes. Tobacco. Total. 

Ib. Ib. Ib. 
1910 ina a 258,571 oe 117,873 ee 376,444 
1911 Bt Pe 215,756 at 38,788 oie: 254,544 


Wines.—There was an increase of 3,504 gallons in the total quantity cleared 
for home consumption, due principally to a greater demand for port. 

The following table shows the relative positions of the various countries which 
export goods to Ceylon (the percentages being percentages of value) :— 


Countries. 1909. 1910. 1911. 
Per Cent. Per Cent. Per Cent. 

British India Bi -. 40°72 ++ 43°83 -. 46°92 
United Kingdom.. «25°97 +. 27°35 + 26°84 
Straits Settlements -» 10°42 on 69 . 5:75 
Germany oe an 263 2°77 3-11 
Burma aa 4:44 4°73 2°96 
United States of America oe 86 1:05 1:39 
Japan a3 ate 1:37 LL. 5 1°38 
Maldive Islands .. and 1:96 1:45 S 1°34 
Hong Kong ay he 1°63 1:21 1:3 
Java a Reece) eae 1:19 a 1:25 
Holland & oe “68 . “62 os 82 
France Be be sal oth “68 rc "82 
Belgium . . 56 .- 62 o *76 
Austria as 85 a “68 oe “61 
India (excluding British) ake 47 o "42 os 53 
South Australia .. as “BL ae “64 oD om) Ee, 
Victoria ae oe "62 . ‘57 ne “5 
Russia in Asia... na “81 ae ‘07 oe “44 
Switzerland a) +46 a 38 oe °43 
Borneo (excluding British) Pes 724 ae 11 Er 39 
Siam ae 68 ae 7 He *39 
Italy os “31 Sc 31 is 38 
Now South Wales ans “12 ane “16 on “17 
Western Australia Bs +43 we "32 ee “17 
Sweden a "18 oe 23 a “16 
China (excluding Hong Kong) .. 26 “12 “14 


If we exclude India, whose pride of place is af course due fo the enormous 
supplies of rice and other food stuffs for the native population, the most striking 
feature of the table is the easily maintained pre-eminence of the United King- 
dom, in spite of all foreign competition. She possesses nearly nine times the 
trade of the nearest foreign rival. That rival, however (Germany), is steadily 
advancing, and her place in the table should really be third, as a large proportion 
of the figure for imports from the Straits represents rubber, which is of course 

“import ” only in name, being soon transhipped again. 


Exports. 
Ceylon’s chief export products in order of value are as follows :— 
Lakhs of Rupees. Lakhs of Rupees. 
1910. 1911. 1910. 1911. 
Tea se 792 oe 849 Coir fibre os 16 os 13 
Rubber an 196 os 283 Coconuts o- 12 . 11 
Copra se 127 o 131 Coir yarn os ll os i 
Coconut oil aie 173 Bs 131 Citronella oil on 12 oe 10 
Desiccated coconuts 56 ois 70 Poonac a 13 ae 9 
Plumbago es 79 me 66 Tobacco ae 3 ae 8 
Arecanuts we 27 o 24 Cardamoms . 6 a 6 


Cocoa o 24 a 23 
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Taking the various products of the coconut palm separately, as above, it 
will be seen that rubber now easily takes second place, and bids fair soon to 
reach the head of the table. Coconut oil, plumbago, and cardamoms have 
each fallen a place; while copra, desiccated coconuts, and tobacco have corre- 
spondingly improved their position. Poonac has fallen from the tenth to the 
thirteenth place; while coir yarn has risen from the thirteenth to the eleventh 
place. If, on the other hand, its products be taken together, the coconut 
palm still retains the second place, with a total of 380 lakhs in 1911, as against 
412 in 1910, the decrease being chiefly accounted for by the drop in coconut oil. 

Tea exports show an increase on 1910, but just failed to reach the high 
quantity level of 1909. The average price was higher in 1911 than in 1910. 
The quantity figures for the last few years exhibit a noteworthy stability :— 


Million of Ib. Million of Ib. 
exported, exported. 
1907 os a 182 1910 o on 182 
1908 ao a 180 1911 os te 186 
1909 o an 192 \ 


The following table shows the comparative distribution, 1910 and 1911 :— 
Principal Markets for Ceylon Tea. 








1910. 1911. Increase. Decrease. 
Ib. Ib. lb. Ib, 
United Kingdom ++ 108,432,182 .. 112,510,272 .. 4,078,090 .. —_ 
British Colonies— 
British India oe 1,413,595 .. 1,670,310 .. 256,715 .. —_ 
Canada .. oe 7,132,799 .. 8,102,728 .. 969,929 .. — 
Cape Colony oe 484,754 .. 530,542 .. 45,788 .. _ 
Hong Kong ae 216,054 .. 432,297 .. 216,243 .. = 
Malta... ae 225,181 .. 214,504 .. _ oe 10,677 
Natal eid 2a 862,797 .. 962,270 .. 99,473 .. —_— 
Newfoundland a 246,627 .. 212,064 .. = ore 34,563 
New South Wales ae 8,809,679 .. 8,099,003 .. _ 710,676 
New Zealand os 4,522,594 .. 4,661,226 .. 138,632 .. —_ 
Queensland o* 906,944 .. 1,054,964 .. 148,020 .. —_ 
South Australia 52) 1,170,751 .. 1,183,966 .. 13,215 .. _ 
Straits Settlements ot 504,480 .. 511,082 .. 6,602 .. — 
Victoria .. .- 6,975,616 .. 6,313,501 .. — o. 662,115 
West Australia we 767,556 .. 704,312 .. —_— : 63,244 
Other British Possessions. . 387,431 .. 444,517 .. 57,086 .. = 
Total British Possessions.. 34,626,858 35,097,286 1,951,703 1,481,275 


Deduct Decrease .. 1,481,275 











Nett Increase ae 470,428 
Foreign Countries— —_—_—_—- 
Austria .. ae 148,928 .. 235,038 .. 86,110 .. _ 
China (excluding Hon; 

Kong) .. -. 6,030,900 .. 5,569,550 .. se 461,350 
Egypt .. . 296,349 .. 327,957 .. 31,608 .. =, 
France 2 821,657 .. 771,784 .. — 49,873 
Germany. . a 550,179 .. 663,453 .. 113,274 .. _— 
Russia in Asia o 7,034,868 .. 8,253,306 .. 1,218,438 .. —_— 
Russia in Europe +» 15,699,984 .. 12,174,367 .. — +» 3,525,617 
Turkey .. AY 104,049 .. 125,921 .. 21,872 .. —_ 
United States we 7,644,873 .. 10,151,479 .. 2,506,606 .. —_ 
Other Foreign Countries .. 679,267 .. 713,642 .. 34,375 .. _ 
Total Foreign Countries .. 39,011,054 38,986,497 4,012,283 4,036,840 

Deduct Increase .. 4,012,283 
Nett Decrease oe 24,557 


Grand Total ++ 182,070,094 186,594,055 4,523,961 —_ 
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The principal increases were in exports to the United Kingdom, the United 
States of America, Russia in Asia, and Canada; while the principal decreases 
were under Russia in Europe, New South Wales, Victoria, and China. 

The total exports of green tea in 1911 were 8,657,117 lb., as against 
6,441,242 Ib. in 1910. 

Products of the Coconut Palm.—tThe total value of the exports under this head 
was 380 lakhs, as against 412 lakhs in 1910. The three principal products are 
coconut oil, copra, and desiccated coconuts. The first of these shows a decrease in 
the quantity exported. The exports of the other two beat all previous records :— 


Desiccated Coconut Desiccated Coconut 
Coconuts. Copra. Oil. Coconuts. Copra. oil. 
Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt 
1908.. 244,734 .. 768,795 .. 670,121|1910.. 242,286 .. 758,711 ., 619,680 
1909.. 230,791 .. 784,522 .. 599,795! 1911.. 292,210 .. 821,814 .. 505,016 


The average price for coconut oil was Rs. 26°03 per cwt., and is the highest 
for the last five years, with the exception of 1910. During the year the price 
of copra ranged from Rs. 62°75 to Rs. 93°50 per candy. 

Rubber.—Ceylon exported nearly twice as much rubber in 1911 as in 1910, 


the actual figures being— Cwt. 
1910 ne ne os) oe 33,952 
1911 ee oe 61,212 


These figures may be aoniaied with an export of only 676 cwt. seven years 
ago, and about 10,000 cwt. in 1908. The area now under rubber, alone or with 
other products, is ‘said to be over 200,000 acres. Only ten years ago it was no 
more than 1,750 acres. 

The distribution of the rubber among the two largest buyers is as follows for 


the past two years :— 1910. 1911. 
, Per Cent. Per Cent. 

United Kingdom ous a5 54°84 fe 55°59 

United States of America, ets at 41°35 ie 29°44 


The average value entered in 1911 was Rs. 4°13 per lb., as against Rs. 5:16 
per Ib. in 1910. 

The new Medical Aid Ordinance enacted in 1910 provides for an export levy 
on rubber, similar to that derived from tea. Up to date, however, no duty has 
been actually imposed. 

The following table gives the proportions of Ceylon produce and manufactures 
taken by the principal countries during the last three years :— 

1909. 1910. 1911. 





Countrice: Per Cent. Per Cent. Per Cent. 

United Kingdom .. o 49°95 on 47°41 . 48°61 
United States of America -» 11°38 .. 18°52... 18°89 
Germany we ee, 6°86. OvIZs tas 9°44 
Russia in Europe .. o 5°57 6°27. 5:02 
Belgium ie 2-6 2°43 on 3°23 
British India 3°77 2°83. 2°88 
New South Wales 2°88 2°51. 2°37 
Canada 2°48 SAN) es 2°27 
Russia in Asia 1°66 19 2°21 
Victoria - 2°38 2°16 1°95 
China (excluding Hong Kong) a 2°14 1°65 15 

New Zealand aan 1:45 1:29 1°34 
Austria ae oe 2°23 o. 138s. "54 
France ve on ‘47. “BB. “51 
South Australia .. ee "42 0. 850. 35 
Queensland os of 229° Mas °29—Css +34 
Natal . “21 “31. 32 
Straits Settlements « me BT” es “BE is 32 
Holland “41 “31 “3 


Belgium, which ocupicdl the geyenth place in 1910, is now fifth i in the list. 
The United Kingdom has improved her percentage oyer last year. 
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All imports not specially rated or exempted by the Tariff are liable to a 
Customs duty of 54 per cent. ad valorem 

Tea, cocoa, and coffee are liable to an export duty of 10 cents per ewt., and 
cinchona to an export duty of 5 cents per cwt. under the Medical Wants 
Ordinance ; and by a recent amendment of that Ordinance such products as 
rubber, cardamoms, coca, camphor, and pepper may also be similarly taxed. 
These additional products have not, however, at the time of writing been 
subjected to any tax. 


(B) Mines, ManuFracturREs, AND FISHERIES. 
(a) Pearl Fishery. 


No pearl fishery was held during the year under review, and it is uncertain 
when the next fishery may be held. The last was held in 1907. This was the 
second fishery held after the lease of the pearl banks to the Ceylon Company of 
Pearl Fishers, Ltd., but the first actually carried out by the Company. Since 
then the periodical inspections of the pearl banks made by the Company showed 
an absence of oysters or spat, and it is estimated that at least a period of three 
years must elapse before another fishery can take place. Meanwhile the 
Company found that its remaining funds were insufficient to meet its obliga- 
tions under the lease during the next three barren years and accordingly 
approached Government for a modification of the terms of payment of the 
annual rent. The matter was under consideration at the end of the year, and 
the lease was eventually terminated in 1912. 


(6) Mineralogical Survey. 


In accordance with the scheme drawn up for the continuance of the survey, 
an examination was begun in 1911 of the areas which, according to previous 
reports, gave most promise of being adapted for commercial exploitation. The 
alluvial deposits of the Weralupe, We, and Getahetta rivers in the Province of 
Sabaragamuwa were thoroughly tested, to determine whether the gold, thoria 
minerals, and gems contained in them could be worked profitably by modern 
methods of alluvial mining. The result was to show that the valuable 
minerals, with the exception of gem stones, are too irregularly distributed, 
and occur in too small a quantity to be worked at a profit. The examination 
of a reputed tin-bearing area in the Kuruwita valley gave an equally 
unfavourable result. 

In July both officers of the survey contracted enteric fever, from which the 
Assistant Surveyor, Mr. F. D. Paisley, died in August. The Principal Surveyor 
was in hospital till October, and in the following month left for home to recruit 
on four months’ leave. The field operations of the survey were, therefore, 
completely suspended during the second half of the year. 


(c) Mining. 


Plumbago.—Plumbago provides the only form of mining proper in Ceylon. 
Approximately 450 plumbago mines in all were worked during the twelve 
months, giving employment to some 1,100 men. Of these, three only are in 
European hands. Generally speaking, the methods employed are primitive, 
though some of the larger mines are adopting more up-to-date appliances. 
The mining centres are situated in the Southern, Western, Sabaragamuwa, 
Central, and North-Western Provinces. In the last-named Province some 
mines have been sunk to a depth of nearly 200 fathoms, and there is every 
indication of their being sunk to even greater depths with increased success. 
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The state of the-plumbago market during the latter part of 1911 being very 
dull most of the small pits stopped work, and only in the larger mines was 
work continued throughout the year. In nearly all the Provinces the lands 
on which large numbers of shallow pit: had been sunk have now been 
abandoned, the plumbago therein having been extracted; and it may be 
anticipated that gradually the small pits worked by villagers will cease to exist, 
and only deep mining be resorted to. 

The quantity exported decreased from 630,551 cwt. in 1910 to 538,973 ewt. 
in1911. Of this total, the United States of America took 41 per cent. as against 
51 per cent. in 1910, Germany 27 per cent. as against 20, the United Kingdom 
19 per cent. as against 16, and Belgium 9 as against 8 per cent. Prices were 
low, and the demand poor. The falling off in the export to America may be 
attributable in part to depression in the steel trade, but there is no doubt that 
the competition of the Korean product has made ‘itself felt. It is, however, 
noteworthy that Japan imported 814 cwt. of Ceylon plumbago, as against 
35 ewt. in 1910. 

Gemming.—With the exception of moonstones and garnets, gems are not 
obtained in situ in Ceylon, but from gravels deposited by streams and rivers. 
There are two large moonstone pits in the Kandy District. Other precious 
stones, such as rubies, cat’s-eyes, sapphires, &c., are gemmed chiefly. in the 
Ratnapura District. 


(d) Salt. 


The manufacture and collection of salt is a Government monopoly. A 
sum of Rs. 1,631,380°59 was realized by its sale in 1911, as compared with 
Rs. 1,530,570 °26 in 1910 and Rs. 1,520,647°95 in 1909. The year was favour- 
able for the production of salt, except at Trincomalee, where manufacture failed 
owing to premature rain. At Puttalam, which is the largest producing centre, 
manufacture was restricted owing to congestion at the stores, and the total 
yield for the whole Island amounted accordingly to only 328,199 ewt. The 
quantity secured in 1910 (the record year) was 759,396 cwt., and in 1909 
293,457 cwt. 


(e) Manufactures. 


Ceylon is essentially an agricultural country, and its manufactures on any 
large scale are chiefly confined to the products of agriculture. Out of 1,112 
factories in the Island, 872 or 78 per cent. are tea factories, 76 coconut fibre 
and desiccating, 23 cocoa, and 41 rubber. Particulars of their output are 
given under ‘‘ Exports.” The preparation of coconut oil, copra, and arrack 
gives employment to a large number of the inhabitants, and so to a less extent 
does that of citronella oil and cinnamon. 

In the Northern Province cigars are manufactured, but there is increasing 
competition from cigarettes. The Jaffna cigar, which is small, strong, and 
extremely cheap, is a favourite with the natives. 

Cigars from Dumbara in the Central Province have been manufactured on a 
small scale to suit the requirements of European taste. But no expansion of 
the tobacco industry can be expected without improved methods of growing 
and curing. Experiments in this direction are now being pursued. 

The manufacture of tiles and bricks is carried on in all parts of the Island 
where suitable clay is plentiful. Rs. 3,595 worth of Ceylon manufactures under 
this head were exported in 1911. 

The weaving of a coarse kind of cloth in hand looms is carried on in the 
Eastern, Northern, and Central Provinces to supply purely local wants. The 
cloth, though strong and of hard wearing quality, is inferior in texture 
and finish to imported material. Lace-making is carried on in the Western 
Province. 
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In other districts baskets, tortoise-shell boxes, and combs are manufactured, 
and common earthenware for water pans and cooking utensils to meet local 
requirements. 

Excellent furniture is made in the Western Province, especially at 
Moratuwa. 

Jewellery of very fine workmanship is made in the Northern Province, but 
on a very small scale. It is a species of filigree work, prized by the Tamil 
population of the Island. 

The indigenous crafts peculiar to the Kandyan country, i.e., silver and 
brass work, the making of jewellery, earthenware, and painted pottery, lacquer 
work, and ivory carving, continue to receive encouragement from the Kandyan 
Art Association. Specimens of these articles are kept in the Kandyan Art 
Museum, where they can be purchased. 

Brass lamps, betel stands, plates, cooking utensils, and water pots are made 
in the North-Western and Eastern Provinces and at Negombo in the Western 
Province. 

In the Mannar District of the Northern Province the drying and salting of 
fish gives employment to a large number of people. In 191] nearly Rs. 323,000 
worth of dried fish was exported from the Mannar District. 


(c) AGRICULTURE. 
The Agricultural Society. 


The Ceylon Agricultural Society has now a membership of 914. 

Through the agency of the “ Tropical Agriculturist and Magazine of the 
Ceylon Agricultural Society,” its smaller Sinhalese and Tamil monthly publi- 
cations, and the dissemination of leaflets, the Society helps to keep the local 
agriculturist in touch with the progress of agriculture in all parts of the world, 
particularly in the tropical regions. 

A number of small village shows were held during the twelve months in 
various parts of the Island. 

Demonstrations in the use of improved implements were continued, with 
the result that there is now a considerable demand for better class ploughs, &c. 
The dearth of buffaloes for mudding and ploughing owing to the ravages of 
rinderpest in some parts of the Island has tended to quicken the interest of the 
paddy cultivator in more modern methods, 

The Society has interested itself in the introduction of improved varieties 
of fruits and vegetables, has conducted experiments in the improvement of 
tobacco cultivation and curing, and has co-operated with the local agents 
of the British Cotton Growing Association to encourage the cultivation of 
cotton. 

Good work is being done by a village Co-operative Credit Society and 
Agricultural Bank in the Central Province, and the co-operative movement has 
now begun to spread to other districts. 


Position of Agricultural Industries. 


The continued prosperity of the tea, coconut, and rubber industries is suffi- 
ciently indicated by the figures already given under the head of “ Exports.” 

The cocoa industry suffered in 1911 from the abnormal drought which 
prevailed during the greater part of the twelve months, the crop being 
61,711 cwt., as against 70,278 ewt. for 1910. 

Cardamoms, with an output of 564,819 Ib., suffered from the same cause, 
The cultivation was abandoned on a number of the older fields, which were 
planted up with tea instead, while the new acreage coming into bearing was 
very small, 
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The quantity of citronella oil exported was 1,574,956 Ib., or 187,963 Ib. less 
than in 1910, which was a record year. 

There was a fall in the export of cinnamon, both for quills and chips, but 
towards the end of the year prices rose rapidly, as much as 90 cents being paid 
for the highest grade of fine cinnamon. In the Kalutara District and the 
Southern Province several cinnamon plantations were superseded by rubber, 
while in the Negombo District coconuts are taking the place of cinnamon. 

The cultivation of cotton and tobacco for export purposes remains still in the 
experimental stage. That with reasonable capital expenditure and scientific 
methods of treatment both crops can be made to pay there is little doubt. 
But so long as the older established products continue to yield such handsome 
returns the inducement to pioneer in new ventures is not great. 

Hitherto the native tobacco plantations of the Northern and Eastern Pro- 
vinces and the Chilaw and Kandy Districts have contended themselves with 
supplying the local market, with the exception of a not inconsiderable export 
of Jaffna tobacco to Travancore. The Travancore authorities having recently 
imposed a limit on the import of this tobacco there is no room for expansion in 
this direction, and unless the native cultivator can be induced to set himself 
seriously to the improvement of the quality of tobacco produced, the prospects 
of the’ industry are not bright. 

Paddy cultivation remains the principal occupation of the villager, but shows 
little sign of extension, while the quantity of rice imported for local consumption 
continues steadily to increase. 

During the first nine months of 1911 a prolonged drought was experienced 
in most parts ofthe Island. In many localities the tanks did not fill, and paddy 
cultivation was seriously affected. Heavy rains in November and December 
improved the prospects for 1912. 


Organization of Agricuiiurat Deparimeni. 


The Botanic Gardens at Peradeniya, though originally started as a botanic 
station, have during the last ten years so extended their scope and organization 
that they have become in everything except name a Department of Scientific 
Tropical Agriculture. They included in 1911 a well-equipped Agricultural 
Experiment Station, and, besides the Director, the staff contained an Economic 
Botanist, a Mycologist, an Entomologist, and two Superintendents of Experi- 
ment Stations, while the services of an Agricultural Chemist were at the disposal 
of the Department. The Gardens have rendered valuable assistance to the 
cultivator in all branches of agriculture, both directly and through the instru- 
mentality of the Agricultural Society. In order that the Gardens may be 
brought more into touch with the European planters and native agriculturists, 
and organize a systematic propaganda, which will ensure that the practical 
lessons ta be derived from the researches of the scientific staff shall be made 
known and taken advantage of as widely as possible, arrangements were 
commenced in 1911 for the formation of a regular Agricultural Department, 
in which the staff of the Gardens should be merged. The organization of the 
new Department received the sanction of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and arrangements were made for its inauguration during 1912. 
It is proposed to establish schools of agriculture and to modify the present 
system of education in vernacular schools with a view to the introduction of a 
systematic course of training in agricultural pursuits, which is now available 
in a more or less limited form through the medium of school gardens. . As 
Ceylon is essentially an agricultural colony, it is of the utmost importance that 
the spread of agricultural education should be encouraged, and one of the 
objects of the new Department will be to ensure the spread of agricultural 
knowledge. 
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The Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Dr. J. C. Willis, retired at the 
end of the year. and steps were taken to select a suitable officer to take over the 
duties of head of the new Department. 

Meanwhile, with a view to securing trained teachers for provincial agri- 
cultural schools, which are to be established after the inauguration of the new 
Department, it was decided, with the approval of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, to grant Government scholarships to promising young men desirous of 
embarking on an agricultural career in the Government service to enable them 
to receive a training in an Agricultural College in India. As a first step, it was 
decided to grant four scholarships tenable for a period of three years for a 
course of training at the Agricultural College at Poona. A scholarship entitles 
the holder to the following allowances during the three years’ course : a subsist- 
ence allowance of Rs. 50 per mensem, and an outfit and travelling allowance 
at the rate of Rs. 300 per annum paid half-yearly. Fees for tuition, cost of 
instruments, &c., and rent of quarters are paid by Government. 


Diseases of Animals. 


Cattle —Rinderpest continued from the previous year, and cases occurred in 
all the Provinces. It was specially prevalent in those Provinces where the 
drought was most severe and food scanty. The planting districts were 
comparatively free, and there was very little interference with transport or 
cultivation during the year. 

There were 15,195 cases of rinderpest, of which-5,636 recovered, 8,340 died 
naturally, and 1,219 were shot. 


Foot-and-mouth Disease-—There were 1,813 cases reported among cattle 
during the year, of which 143 died and 1,670 recovered. 
_ This disease assumes a mild form in Ceylon, and with ordinary care the 
percentage of mortality should be almost nil. 


Surra among Catile and Horses.—This disease prevailed in Hatton district 
among horses and cattle during the latter part of 1911. The affected animals 
were all destroyed, with the exception of two bulls, which died naturally. 

Strict measures were imposed with reference to the cleansing of stables and 
cattle sheds to abate the fly pest, and restrictions were placed upon the removal 
of horses and cattle out of the infected area, with the result that the epizootic 
disappeared in less than three months. The total number of cases, including 
7 suspects, was 19 cattle and 2 horses. 

Dogs.—During the twelye months under review 62 cases of rabies were 
reported, of which 49 gave positive result upon bacteriological examination and 
the other 13 negative. 


(Dp) Lanp Grants AND GENERAL VALUE oF LAND. 


Land Settlement. 


The Land Settlement Department, which is concerned with the settlement of 
title to land as between the Crown and the subject, has within the year under 
review maintained the same steady progress. 

An area of 112,062 acres has been settled, about half of this area being dealt 
with otherwise than under the Waste Lands Ordinance. The striking features 
of the work have been the peaceful nature of the settlements and the develop- 
ment of the country which has followed upon the establishment of secure titles. 
The confidence of the large majority of the people in the fairness of the settle- 
ments offered has now been secured, and advantage is eagerly taken of the 
increased facilities for acquiring land from the Crown. 

The total area settled under the Waste Lands Ordinance has now reached 
over a million and a half acres. ; : 
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Survey. 


The operations of the Survey Department for the period under review 
comprised 80,899 acres of block survey. 

The number of block survey preliminary plans issued was 119, containing 
over 5,097 lots and covering an area of 109,083 acres. Final village plans to 
the number of 290 were issued to the Government Agents. The total area now 
covered by block survey is 2,309,222 acres. 

1,371 preliminary plans for 29,806 acres in 6,549 lots were forwarded to the 
Government Agents. The total area covered by final village plans in the hands 
of the Government Agents now stands at 416,596 acres, contained in 11,988 
lots or 941 final village plans. 

Thirty-four applications to purchase Crown land for rubber cultivation were 
dealt with during the period, covering 1,079 acres, chiefly in the Western and 
Sabaragamuwa Provinces. 

Surveys have been carried out in connection with the Negombo-Chilaw 
Railway, and the survey of the Bandarawela-Welimada road was completed 
during the year. 

Town surveys and water-rate surveys have also been carried out. 

The Landmarks Ordinance has been in force during the period under review, 
and all lands sold are now permanently demarcated. 


Land Sales. 


Except in special cases; the alienation of Crown land in Ceylon is effected by 
the sale of the freehold at public auction. There is no general system of lease- 
holds. Where occupiers can prove prescriptive possession against the Crown, 
certificates of quiet possession are issued; and where the occupation has been 
for less than the prescriptive period, settlements may be effected on special terms, 

The total extent of Crown land alienated during the twelve months of 1911-12 
(commencing from July 1) was 26,172 acres, and the amount realized, including 
fees, Rs. 1,430,666. 

The figures for the last five years are :— 


Extent Amount 
alienated. realized. 
Acres. Rs. 
1907 oe fie ae 41,904 a 1,734,138 
1908... ae ate 25,080 a 907,630 
1909... at Br 28,828 oe 991,866 
1910-11 (12 months) .. Ae 3Q,694 ae 1,291,966 
1911-12... or cs 26,172 oa 1,430,666 


Omitting sales and settlements effected by the Land Settlement Department, 
the area alienated by the Government Agents during the twelve months 
included an extent of 4,017 acres in the Western Province, 1,795 acres in the 
Galle District, 1,256 acres in the Province of Uva, 2,998 acres in the North- 
Western Province, and 966 acres in the Kegalla District. 

The average price paid per acre ranged from Rs. 19°47 in the North-Central 
Province to Rs. 188 in the Western. In the principal coconut, rubber, and 
tea districts of the low-country, other than the Western Province, the average 
prices were : Batticaloa Rs. 21, Jaffna Rs. 46, Kurunegala Rs. 48, Puttalam 
Rs. 53, Matara Rs. 62, Galle Rs. 89. In the tea and rubber districts of the 
Kandyan Provinces average prices ranged from Rs. 24 in Uva to Rs. 59 in 
Nuwara Eliya. 


(E) SHIPPING. 


The total number of all vessels (including warships) which entered the ports 
of the Island in 1911 was 4,355, with a tonnage of 9,561,977 tons, showing a 
decrease of 53 vessels and an increase of 89,068 tons as compared with 1910. 


CEYL 


ON, 1911-12. 


23 


The following table gives the total number and nett tonnage of shipping 
entered and cleared at all ports in Ceylon during the years 1910 and 1911 :— 


Merchant vessels (with cargo and 


in ballast) 


Merchant vessels (called to coal) 
Native sailing vessels . 


Warships 





Total 





Merchant vessels (with cargo and 


in ballast) 


Merchant vessels (called to coal) 
Native sailing vessels a 


Warships 





Total 


1910. 
Entered. Cleared. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 
2,430 .. 7,235,146 .. 2,401 .. 7,219,022 
720 .. 1,934,669 .. 720 .. 1,934,669 
1,193 .. 161,821 .. 1,179 .. 153,219 
rt ee 141,273 .. 49... 141,273 
4,392 9,472,909 4,349 9,448,183 
1911. 
2,410 .. 7,387,615 .. 2,385 .. 7,363,938 
691 .. 1,872,580 .. 691 .. 1,873,141 
1,203 .. 90,306 .. 1,203 .. 94,905 
51... 211,476 .. 51... 211,476 
4,355 9,561,977 4,330 9,543,460 





Omitting warships and vessels calling to coal, the following tables give the 
distribution according to nationality, inwards and outwards, during 1911 :— 


Nationality. 


British 
Colonial 
German 
French 
Maldivian 
Japanese 
Dutch 
Russian 
Austrian 
Italian 
Norwegian 
Spanish 
Danish 
Siamese 


Total 


Nationality. 


British 
Colonial 
German 
French 
Maldivian 
Japanese 
Dutch 
Russian 
Austrian 
Italian 
Norwegian 
Spanish 
Danish 
Siamese 


‘Total 











Entered. 

With Cargo. In Ballast. Total. 
Vessels, Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
1,247 .. 3,569,727 .. 361 .. 1,123,702 .. 1,608 .. 4,693,429 

924... 69,292 .. 150 .. 8,224 .. 1,074 .. 75,516 
177... 706,951 .. 61... 237,510 .. °238 .. 944,461 
80 .. 243,395 .. 57... 204,630 .. 137 .. 448,025 
125... 14,374 .. 6.. 482 .. 131... 14,856 

87... 374,097 .. eae 34,359 .. 96 .. 408,456 

3... 5,784 .. 84... 260,168 .. 87 .. 265,952 
—_— oa «+ 72... 174,870 .. 72 .. 174,870 

60 .. 195,464 .. a 24,452 .. 69 .. 219,916 

32... 85,832 ..— . — 5 32. 85,832 

30... 46,952 ..— . _ otk 30 46,952 

8. 18,884 .. 18. 42,503 .. 26... 61,387 

8. 17,110 .. 1 2,238 .. 9... 19,348 

2. 4,463 .. oe 4,458 .. 4... 8,921 
2,783 5,350,325 830 2,117,596 3,613 7,467,921 

Cleared. 
With Cargo. In Ballast. Total. 

Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels, Tons. 
868 .. 2,750,422 .. 720 .. 1,942,081 .. 1,588 .. 4,692,453 
473 .. 40,403 .. 595 . 38,653 .. 1,068 .. 79,056 
187 .. 748,943 .. 50... 190,671 .. 237 .. 939,614 
72 .. 222,158 .. 64. 221,297 .. 136 .. 443,455 
44... 5,755 .. 91 . 10,094 .. 135 .. 15,849 
81... 342,775 .. 15. 64,681 .. 96 .. 407,456 

Teed. 20,899 .. 80. 245,053 .. 87... 265,952 

68 .. 165,963 .. 4. 8,907 .. 72... 174,870 

27... 101,742 .. 42. 118,194 .. 69 .. 219,936 

20... 51,862 .. 12. 33,970 .. 32... 85,832 

eS 1,672 .. 29. 45,280 .. 30... 46,952 

23 .. 54,457 .. 3. 6,930 .. 26... 61,387 

4.. 7,681 .. A 9,429 .. 8. 17,110 

4.. 8,921 .. — _ ah 4.. 8,921 
1,879 4,523,653 1,709 2,935,190 3,588 7,458 ,843 
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Taking the figures inwards, we get the following comparative distribution 
according to nationality for 1909 and 1911 :— : 








1909. 1911. 
No. Tons, No. Tons. 

British .. oe 1,553 .. 4,506,996 .. 1,608 .. 4,693,429 
British Colonial os 867... 118,071 .. 1,074 .. 75,516 

Total British Ships... 2,420 4,625,067 2,682 4,768,945 
German .. a 206... 814,455... 238. 944,461 
Maldivian Sa 109... 11,749 .. 131. 14,856 
French .. .. 142... 466,301 .. 137. 448,025 
Japanese s, 109... 423,706 .. 96 .. 408.456 
Dutch .. a 43... 127,412 .. 87... 265,952 
Russian... Se 42... 112,489... 125 Pets 174,870 
Austrian es Bie he 192,335... 69... 219,916 
Italian .. os 35. 95,902... 32. 85,832 
Spanish .. oa 25... 60,323... 26. 61,387 
Norwegian . 230 ~««. 21,801 .. 30... 46,952 
Danish .. fs 12:5. 33,759... OF 19,348 
Siamese. . a Be 25 11,157... ye 8,921 
Swedish. . ee By 2a 11,488. _ hie _ 





Total Foreign Ships .. 813 2,382,877 931 2,698,976 








The only points calling for comment are the continued predominance of 
British shipping and the striking increase in the number of Dutch vessels 
calling. As compared with two years ago, there is an increase of Germang 
Russian, and Austrian vessels, and a decrease of Japanese, French, and 
Italian. 

The figures below give the number and nett tonnage of British and foreign 
vessels entering the port of Colombo during each of the past five years :— 


No, Tons, 
1907 os oe . 3,065 ee 7,278,719 
1908 ae ays ae 3,005 on 7,525,824 
1909 Fas a on 2,983 Bas 8,091,423 
1910-11 (July to June) .. . 3,253 We 8,701,097 
1911 (calendar year) as fad 2,620 ae 7,069,641 


The decrease is probably accounted for by the labour strikes in Europe, 
which greatly interfered with the shipping trade. 


III. —LEGISLATION. 


Among the new Ordinances passed during 1911 were :— 


No. 1 of 1911.—“ The Jaffna Matrimonial Rights and Inheritance Ordinance, 
1911.” This Ordinance revised and codified and in certain respects precised 
the law relating to the matrimonial rizhts and inheritance of those Tamils who 
are governed by the Tesawalamai. 

No. 7 of 1911.—‘* The Co-operative Credit Societies Ordinance, 1911.” The 
object of the Ordinance is to facilitate the organization and registration of 
co-operative credit societies among agriculturists, artisans, and persons of 
limited means. 


CEYLON, 1911-12. 25 


No. 8 of 1911.— The Ceylon Incorporated Law Societies Ordinance, 1911.” 
The Ordinance establishes an Incorporated Law Society for the purpose of 
protecting the interests of that branch of the legal profession which is composed 
of proctors, and for the enforcement of discipline among them and the observ- 
ance by them of the rules of professional etiquette. 


No. 11 of 1911.—‘‘ The Life Insurance Companies Ordinance, 1911.” The 
object of the Ordinance is to compel life insurance companies doing business 
in Ceylon to give security for the due fulfilment of their obligations with 
policy holders, and to provide for the better regulation of the business of such 
companies. 

No. 12 of 1911—‘‘ The Seashore Protection Ordinance, 1911.” The object 
of this Ordinance is to regulate, and when necessary prevent, the removal of 
sand, coral, and other substances from the sea and seashore within the areas 
from which such removal will result in detriment to property and buildings 
bordering the sea. 


No. 13 of 1911—‘‘ The Prisoners Removal Ordinance, 1911.” The Ordi- 
nance is intended to provide a more deterrent form of punishment than ordinary 
imprisonment in cases where in the exercise of the prerogative of mercy death 
sentences are commuted. Provision is made for the removal of prisoners in 
such cases to undergo such commuted sentences out of the Island under the 
Colonial Prisoners Removal Act, 1884, and arrangements have been made with 
the Government of India for the period of imprisonment to be served in the 
Andaman Islands. 


No. 14 of 1911.—“ The Destitute Immigrants Regulation (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 1911.” By this Ordinance an addition has been made to the 
definition of the expression “‘costs and charges,’ making all money expended 
out of public funds for the deportation of stowaways, or for their maintenance, 
care, or treatment during imprisonment on conviction, recoverable from the 
party liable. Costs and charges incurred during a period even exceeding two 
months have also been made recoverable. 


No. 17 of 1911.—* The Opium Ordinance, 1911.” The main object of the 
Ordinance is to relax the strictness of certain provisions of ‘‘ The Opium 
Ordinance, 1910.” Provincial Surgeons are given the power by endorsement on 
prescriptions to exempt the person in whose name the prescription is made 
out from the" restrictions imposediby;the Ordinance. Provision is made to 
enable planters out of the range of dispensaries to supply opium in a medicinal 
form to their coolies in emergencies under proper regulations, 


IV.—EDUCATION, 


It is not possible to draw the same clear line between elementary and second- 
ary education in Ceylon as can be drawn in other countries. The matter is 
complicated by the fact that English is a foreign language to all but a small 
fraction of the population. The Europeans, Burghers, and Eurasians together 
form less than 1 per cent. of the population ; the Sinhalese form 66 per cent. 
of the total ; the Tamils and Tamil-speaking Moors 32 per cent. The result is 
that most of the schools in which English is taught are teaching a language 
which is foreign to the great majority of their pupils, and the distinction between 
elementary and secondary education is replaced by the distinction between 
vernacular and English schools, The vernacular schools really constitute the 
elementary education of the country. 


5 34-13 
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(A) VernacuLaR Epvucation. 


The following table shows the numerical progress for the last six years in th 
case of vernacular schools :— 


Number of : Number of 

Year, Government Attendance. Aided Attendance. 

Schools. Boys. Girls. Schools. Boys. Girls, 
1906 .. 566 .. 54,249 .. 13,827 .. 1,429 .. 90,389 .. 44,599 
1907 .. 592 .. 55,624 .. 14,372 .. 1,456 .. 88,707 .. 48,518 
1908 .. 624 .. 59,756 .. 15,634 .. 1,574 .. 95,467 .. 53,646 
1909 .. 656 .. 63,862 .. 17,189 .. 1,652 .. 102,598 .. 53,884 
1910 .. 734 .. 71,148 .. 19,761 .. 1,699 .. 111,191 .. 59,356 
1911-12 754 .. 76,251 .. 21,841 .. 1,754 .. 119,659 .. 65,972 


From this it appears that there were in 1911 altogether 2,508 Government 
and grant-in-aid vernacular schools attended by 195,910 boys and 87,813 
girls. These figures show an increase of 75 schools and 22,267 children over 
the corresponding figures for 1910. : 


Unaided Schools —Besides the children attending Government and aided 
schools, 34,595 children were reported to be receiving instruction in 1,501 
unaided schools, almost all of them vernacular. The figures furnished by such 
schools cannot, however, be relied upon, and the education is often of very 
little value. 


Cost of Vernacular Education.—The total sum spent by Government on ver- 
nacular education during 1911-12 was Rs. 987,844 °59, of which Rs. 385,142°59 
was expended on Government schools and Rs. 602,702 on aided schools. The 
cost to Government of the education of each pupil in a Government vernacular 
school was Rs. 3°93 or 5s. 3d., and the average grant per head of each pupil in 
grant-in-aid schools was Rs. 3°25 or 4s. 4d. 


Rural Schools Ordinance—This Ordinance is now in force in all districts, 
except Jaffna and Mullaittivu in the Northern Province. Since it was brought 
into force in 1908 138 new Government schools have been started. 


Town Schools Ordinance.—This Ordinance is now in force in the Local Board 
towns of Kalutara, Moratuwa, Kegalla, and Hambantota. Arrangements 
are being made for bringing it into force at Matale, Ratnapura, and 
Gampola. 


Estate Schools——At the end of 1911 there were 238 aided estate schools, as 
against 227 at the end of 1910 and 185 at the end of 1909. The number of 
estate schools actually examined for grant was 193, as compared with 199 in 
1910. 

As in recent years, a form was circulated to collect information from superin- 
tendents of estates. Returns were received from 771 estates, on which the 
number of resident children between the ages of 6 and 10 was 20,709, of whom 
12,567 were boys and 8,142 were girls. The number who attended school was 
9,379, of whom 8,073 were boys and 1,306 were girls. 


(B) EneiisH ScHOOLS. 


Jn 1911 there were 239 English and Anglo-Vernacular schools attended by 
41,559 pupils, of whom 33,561 were boys and 7,998 girls. As compared with 
1910, there has been an increase of 3 schools and 3,395 pupils. In the majority 
of these schools the work is confined to the schedules of the Educational Code, 
but there are many in which the upper classes are prepared for the Cambridge 
Examinations, Senior and Junior, and a few in which the work of the most 


CEYLON, 1911-12. 27 


advanced students reaches a higher level. The following were the results of 
the Cambridge Local Examinations, for which 1,249 candidates presented 
themselves in 1911, viz., 538 for the Senior and 711 for the Junior :— 


Candidates. Honours, Passes, 
Boys. Girls. Boys. Girls. Boys. Girls, 
Senior .. 492 .. 46 .. 35 .. y heaace ee jh eat 26 
Junior .. 675 .. 1386 .. 39 «. — .. 338 .. 86 


The following were the results of the London University Examinations held 
in 1911 :-— 


Candidates. Passes, 
Matriculation on on 33 15 
Intermediate in Arts o os 14 9 
Intermediate in Science .. an 9 Ey 3 
Bachelor of Arts ss oe 2 2 
First Examination in Medical Degrees oe 2 2 


The Royal College.—The only Government school in which higher education 
is given is the Royal College, at which in 1911 there were 190 pupils, with an 
average attendance of 184. The pupils in the upper part of the College are 
prepared for the Cambridge Local Examinations and the Examinations of the 
London University as far as the Intermediate in Arts and Science. The staff 
consists of sixteen masters, of whom four hold English University Degrees. 
The gross cost to Government for 1911-12 was Rs. 52,262°36, of which a sum 
of Rs. 20,987°50 was recovered in school fees. New buildings for the College 

_ at a cost of about Rs. 250,000 are in course of construction. 

The policy of gradually abandoning the lower school was started by dropping 
the first form at the beginning of 1909, and since then one form has been dropped 
each year. At the same time fees have been raised in the upper school from 
Rs. 10 to Rs. 15, and in the lower school from Rs. 5 to Rs. 7°50. The result 
of these two changes has been a decrease in numbers, confined, however, to the 
lower school. 

Non-Government Institutions —The other institutions in which anything that 
can be fairly described as higher education is given are registered as aided 
schools under the Code, with one exception, viz., the Church Missionary 
Society’s Ladies’ College in Colombo. 

The following schools have presented candidates either for the University 
Scholarship or for the London Intermediate Examination :— 


St. Thomas’s College a Colombo ad Church of England 
St. Joseph’s College ei do. oe Roman Catholic 
St. Benedict’s Institute oe do. oe do. 

Wesley College ie do. Bie Wesleyan 

Ananda College ay do. aie Buddhist 

Trinity College ace Kandy os Church of England 
Richmond College ef Galle os Wesleyan 

Prince of Wales’s College al Moratuwa, ne Private 

St. John’s College a Panadure oy do, 


Government Assistance—The encouragement offered by Government takes 
two forms: (a) grants ; (b) scholarships. 

(a) In most of the aided English schools grants are paid on the results 
of examinations in the ordinary schedules of the Code, supplemented by 
specific subjects. But in some of the better schools the system has been 
replaced by one under which the greater part of the grant is paid on the 
average attendance. Liberal grants are also paid for every pupil who obtains 
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honours in the Cambridge Local.Examinations, or who passes the London 
University Matriculation Examination or Intermediate Examination in Arts. 
The total sum expended in grants to English schools was Rs. 203,907 °40. 

(6) On the results of the Intermediate Examinations of the University of 
London two Government scholarships are given annually, one on the Exami- 
nation in Arts, the other on the Examination in Science. They are tenable 
for three years, and are of the value of £200 each per annum, with free passage 
to England and £50 outfit allowance. The holders of these scholarships are at 
liberty to join any British University, or to enter upon a course of studies 
at any recognized engineering institution in the United Kingdom. Students 
studying medicine are allowed a scholarship for four years. One scholarship of 
Rs. 240 per annum for three years is awarded annually to girls on the results 
of the Cambridge Local Examination. On the results of the Cambridge 
Junior Local Examination one scholarship of Rs. 240 per annum for three 
years and two of Rs. 120 per annum for three years are awarded annually to 
boys, and two scholarships of Rs. 120 per annum for three years are awarded 
annually to girls. The total sum expended in scholarships in 1911 was 
Rs. 35,217 °69. 


(c) TRarmninc or TEACHERS. 


The Government Training College consists of four departments: English, 
Sinhalese Men, Sinhalese Women, and Tamil Men. The English department 
is intended specially to meet the wants of aided English schools ; in the ver- 
nacular departments students are trained for work in Government schools. The 
number of students in training at the beginning of 1912 was as follows :— 
English 33, Sinhalese Men 47, Sinhalese Women 20, Tamil Men 12. 

Three boys’ schools are carried on in connection with the Training College, 
and on the same premises, viz., English, Anglo-Vernacular Sinhalese, and 
Anglo-Vernacular Tamil. 

The total expenditure on the Government Training College was Rs. 49,199°93 
of which sum Rs. 12,199 was recovered in school fees. _ 

Besides the Government Training College, there are twenty Vernacular 
Training Schools, which received yearly grants amounting to Rs. 14,275, 


(p) TecHNicaL, INDUSTRIAL, AND AGRICULTURAL EpUcaTION. 


The Government Technical Schoals.—There is now no general provision for 
higher technical education in Ceylon. The civil engineering classes at the 
Technical College were finally brought to an end in the early part of 1910. A 
little later the classes in surveying were taken over by the Survey Department, 
which now trains its own recruits. The title of the institution was changed to 
“‘ Technical Schools,” and the work was confined to the preparation of candi- 
dates for the lower branches of the Railway and Postal Departments, to the 
classes in chemistry and physics, which are held in the science laboratories for 
medical and other students, and to the drawing and art departments. 

At the same time the training of candidates for the Public Works Department 
in civil engineering was abandoned, and in its place Government offers three 
scholarships to enable students to take the course of the Engineer Class at the 
the Madras Engineering College, with a view to their ultimate appointment to 
posts in that Department. These scholarships entitled their holders to a 
subsistence allowance of Rs. 50 per mensem, and an outfit and travelling allow- 
ance at the rate of Rs. 300 per annum for three years, The fees also are paid 
by Government. Those students who pass the College final examination at 
the end of the three years’ course will receive the same subsistence allowance 
for an additional year, during which they will be employed on works in India. 
They will further receive the same travelling allowances as are drawn by Indian 
students under the same circumstances. 
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._ For students desirous of entering the Irrigation Department three scholar- 
ships are offered, to be held in the Upper Subordinate Class in Engineering at 
the same institution. These scholarships carry with them a subsistence allow- 
ance of Rs. 30 per mensem, and an outfit and travelling allowance at the rate 
of Rs. 200 per annum for three years, with a further year’s employment on 
works in India to those students who pass the College final examination at the 
end of the three years’ course. 

In the year 1911 there were 72 students at the Technical Schools. The cost 
of the institution for the year was Rs. 37,756°95, of which Rs. 1,816°18 were 
recovered in fees and by the sale of stationery, instruments, &c. 


Industrial Schools—There are no Government industrial schools, but car- 
pentry schools have been attached to five Government schools in the Kandyan 
Provinces. In 1911 the aided industrial schools, which are 36 in number, 
received grants amounting to Rs. 20,895'16. The number of pupils was 6,115, 
and the trades taught were dressmaking, carpentry, printing, bookbinding, 
shoemaking, tailoring, blacksmith’s work, lace-making, embroidery, gardening, 
and masonry. 

The most important of these schools is the Maggona Certified Industrial 
School, which is utilized by Government as a reformatory, and carried on by 
the Roman Catholic Mission. This institution has an estate of about 300 
acres and excellent buildings, to the cost of which Government has contributed. 
At the end of 1911 the number of juvenile offenders recciving instruction in it 
was 220. The trades taught were carpentry, ironwork, masonry, gardening 
and estate work, bookbinding, and tailoring. An allowance is paid by the 
Government for the maintenance of each juvenile offender. The total cost of 
the institution to Government in 1911 was Rs. 23,849°57. 

Agricultural Institution —In, Ceylon, where 88 per cent. of the population is 
rural, the technical and industrial education required for the main part of the 
population is one which will fit them for rural and agricultural life. An attempt 
is already being made to supply this by the scheme for school gardens, which 
is conducted in connection with the Government schools. There are now 231 
Government schools in which gardens are being carried on under the scheme. 
The seeds and implements are supplied by the Royal Botanic Gardens, and 
the gardens are visited as often as possible by the Superintendent of School 
Gardens and his assistants. The work is encouraged by money prizes for the 
most successful school in each district. 

It is hoped at no distant date to establish a central school of agriculture, 
and at the same time to modify the training in the vernacular schools in the 
direction of imparting elementary instruction in agricultural subjects. Mean- 
while arrangements have been made for the training of selected students from 
Ceylon at the Agricultural College at Poona, and four students proceeded there 
this year to go through a three years’ course. 


Needlework in Girls’ Schools—This subject has received much attention since 
the appointment of the Inspectress of Needlework in 1904. The Inspectress 
visits personally as many schools as. she can, and marks the work done at all 
girls’ and mixed schools throughout the Island. This has led to a marked 
improvement both in plain needlework and in the lace and embroidery done 
in industrial schools. 


(E) Proposep EpvcationaL REForms. 


The Committee appointed to inquire into the state of education in Ceylon 
presented its report in May, 1912. It is now receiving the consideration of 
Government together with a special report on the same subject by Mr. J. J.R. 
Bridge, Inspector of Secondary Schools, who was sent out by the English Board 
of Education at the request of the Government of Ceylon. 
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V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


(4) Hosprrats. 


There are 76 Government hospitals, in addition to the Lunatic and Leper 
Asylums, equipped with modern hospital furniture and surgical appliances. 
The number of beds in the hospitals ranges from 30 to 425. 

The new outpatients’ department of the General Hospital, Colombo, is now 
completed and in working order. In addition to the hospitals, there are 418 
outdoor Government dispensaries and 279 estate dispensaries supported by the 
planters, who get their drugs free up to a value of 50 cents per cooly per annum. 


(B) Mupicat Instrrutions. 


The Medical College accommodated in 1911 151 medical and 81 apothecary 
students, these numbers showing a decrease of 10 and 1 respectively as compared 
with 1910. The full course of training for medical students is five years ; a 
diploma in medicine, surgery, and midwifery (which can be registered in the 
United Kingdom) is granted to successful students. In association with the 
College there are a Bacteriological Institute with a small Clinic for Tropical 
Medicine attached ; a laboratory for the Government Analyst; an ophthalmic 
hospital; a lying-in home; a women’s hospital; a children’s hospital ; and 
special hospitals for the insane, lepers, and infectious diseases. 

The staff of the Civil Medical Department has recently been strengthened by 
the appointment of two Itinerating Inspecting Medical Officers, whose principal 
duties are— 


(a) Inspection of hospitals and dispensaries and of the work of the 
Provincial Surgeons generally. 

(b) Inspections of opium depots. 

(c) Initiation and execution of measures to combat anchylostomiasis, 
tuberculosis, and malaria. 

(d) Inspection of estates. 

(e) Special supervision of cholera, smallpox, or other epidemics. 


(c) ASYLuMs. 


The Lunatic Asylum is situated in Colombo. There are 664 inmates. 

The Leper Asylum is situated about 6 miles from Colombo, and contains 392 
patients. A small establishment for lepers exists in the Eastern Province, and 
contains 36 patients. A large leper settlement is to be founded there shortly. 

In association with Government, a Home for Incurables (containing 80 beds) 
is worked by a Committee of Government officials and representatives of the 
public. 

(Dp) Poor Hovszs. 

There are no poor houses in Ceylon. In Colombo and some other towns” 
there are Friend-in-Need Societies for the relief of distress, and these are 
subsidized by Government, the Colombo subsidy being Rs. 12,000 per annum. 
In addition to this, every Government Agent and Assistant Government Agent 
has an annual vote for “ Allowances to Paupers”’ ; the votes vary from Rs. 10,500 
in the Colombo District to Rs. 660 in the Nuwara Eliya District ; the maximum 
allowance is Rs. 5 a month. 


(z) REFORMATORIES. 

There are no Government reformatories in Ceylon, but by an arrangement 
with the Roman Catholic Mission the Maggona Industrial School is used 
as a reformatory for youthful offenders (vide IV. (p) Technical, Industrial, and 
Agricultural Education). 
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(F) Savincs Banks. 


There are two Government institutions, and the business of both showed a 
satisfactory working in 1911. 

Ceylon Savings Bank.—The Ceylon Savings Bank had a sum of Rs: 5,152,981 
to the credit of 37,099 depositors on December 31, 1911, as against Rs. 4,857 ,383 
to the credit of 35,938 depositors on December 31, 1910. 

The amount of the bank’s invested funds on December 31, 1911, was 
Rs. 5,601,947. Interest is allowed on deposits at the rate of 3 per cent. on 
sums of Rs. 1,000 and over, and 4 per cent. on sums under Rs. 1,000. 

Post Office Savings Bank.—At the end of 1911 there was a sum of Rs. 3,217,242 
to the credit of 93,549 depositors, an increase of Rs. 343,810 and 7,595 depositors 
over 1910. 





VI.—-JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


: (a) Poxicr. 

The authorized strength of the Police on December 31, 1911, was 1 Inspector- 
General, 7 Superintendents, 15 Assistant Superintendents, 24 Inspectors, 41 
Sub-Inspectors, 59 Station House Officers, 253 Sergeants, and 1,983 Constables. 

In addition, the strength of the European Police was 1 Inspector, 2 Sub- 
Inspectors, 4 Second Class Sergeants, and 24 Third Class Sergeants. 

The cost of the force in 1911 was Rs. 1,240,385. 

(For criminal statistics furnished by the Inspector-General of Police see 
under (c) below.) 

(B) Prisons. 

There was a decrease of 302 in the total number of admissions of convicted 
prisoners to the prisons of Ceylon during the year 1911, excluding Road 
Ordinance defaulters, of whom there were 191, as against 214 in 1910. The 
figures are as follows :— 


1910 te os oe o 8,840 
1911 oe a af ie 8,538 


The convictions for murder and manslaughter were 106, as against 101 in 
1910. Ofthese 106, 50 were sentenced to be hanged, of whom 31 were executed. 
Of the 50 sentenced to be hanged, 44 were Sinhalese, 5 Tamils, and 1 an Arab. 

There were 13 escapes during the year and 9 recaptures. 

The total number of deaths in jail was 315, as against 238 in 1910 and 381 in 
1909. The death-rate per 1,000 of the prisons population was 20°98, as against 
16°36 in 1910 and 23°85 in 1909. 

The daily average sick was 180°82, as against 148°83 in 1910 and 166°60 
in 1909. 

The number of punishments for prison offences inflicted during the year was 
1,151, as against 1,287 for 1910. The total number of individuals punished 
was 1,093. Corporal punishments decreased from 30 in 1910 to 25 in 1911. 

Prisoners are employed on works of public utility and remunerative industrial 
labour, the demand for such work being still in excess of the supply. 

All cloth required for the clothing of prisoners is woven by the prisoners them- 
selves in Welikada Prison. Clothing and bedding are made for the Medical 
Department. Baskets are manufactured at Negombo and Batticaloa by 
convalescent prisoners for the Public Works Department. The steam laundry 
at Welikada undertakes washing for all the Medical Department institutes in 
Colombo, as well as for the Railway Department ; while the tailors in Welikada, 
in addition to making articles for the Medical Department, make up uniforms for 
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all officers in the Prisons Department, as well as all prisoners’ clothing. 200 
prisoners are daily employed at the Government Printing Office at Welikada, 
and it is hoped shortly to increase this number. For this purpose the accommo- 
dation at Welikada has been and is being increased, all the work being done by 
prison labour. ; 

Out of doors prisoners are chiefly employed in quarrying stone and breaking 
metal and on reclamation works. At Mahara 540 prisoners are employed in 
the quarries for the Harbour Works. At Kandy, Galle, Chilaw, Anuradhapura, 
and Tangalla stone and metal are supplied to the Railway and Public Works 
Departments. The Karaiur reclamation scheme at Jaffna is now in full 
swing. Large additions and alterations have been made in the Jaffna Prison 
giving increased accommodation, which enables 400 prisoners to be kept at 
that station and employed on the reclamation works. 

The portable prison at Mankulam was opened in September, 1911, and has 
proved a success. It not only affords useful remunerative labour in the shape 
of quarrying stone and breaking metal for the Irrigation Department, but 
has proved a good deterrent. 

So great has been the demand for prison labour on such works as above 
noted that it was found in December, 1911, necessary to reduce still further 
the “ penal stage ” from two months to one. This step has in no way proved 
detrimental to prison discipline, while it has improved the health of the prisoners 
and has rendered more prisoners available for works of public utility, prisoners 
who have passed the penal stage being employed in outdoor manual labour, 
instead of in husk-beating or other forms of comparatively unremunerative 
work within the jail walls. 


(c) CrmanaL Statistics. 


I.—From Returns furnished by the Inspector-General of Police 
for the Calendar Year 1911. 
The following figures show the number of “ true” cases of crime dealt with 
during the past five years :— : 


Convictions 
Year. True Cases. and 

Committals, 
1907 oe on on 15,555 . 11,550 
1908 os af oe 17,831 o 12,523 
1909 oe 8. 7 oe 16,296 - 12,120 
1910 se oo. Si 14,104 oo 10,505 
1911 it as a 12,751 Aa 9,316 


Of the total 12,751 for 1911, 5,055 were statutory offences, breaches of 
Municipal by-laws, and other minor offences. Real crime amounted to 7,696 
offences for the year. 

The following table shows the fluctuations of the more important forms of 
serious crime :— 


1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 
Murder and homicide .. 188 .. 201 .. 177. 209... 182 
Rape .. a 110... 129... 130... 131. 121 
Robbery i 926 .. 1,000 .. 937. 1,015... 798 
Burglary +. 2,370 .. 2,570 .. 2,456. 1,957 .. 1,680 
Grievous hurt ae 479... 329... 551. 731. 680 
Theft of cattle and predial 
products en 1,161 .. 2,079 .. 1,656 .. 1,324 .. 1,366 
Arson .. oa 384. 499... 391... 442... 383 
Riot .. Br Dy she Ty nse Lie aia a he 4 


The figures show that there has been a further large decrease in burglary 
and a slight decrease in cases of grievous hurt, while the amount of other crime 
has been nearly stationary. 
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The number of murders is below the average of the last six years, but the 
decrease is very slight and shows no real improvement. Of the murders, as 
is usual, nearly half the number were stabbing cases, and when the causes 
are examined, an almost equal number are found to be due to sudden 
and quite unpremeditated quarrels. It is satisfactory to note that in only two 
cases was murder committed for the sake of plunder. 22 cases were due to 
jealousy and 25 were the outcome of long-standing enmity, while 10 more 
were due to land disputes. Recent inquiries tend to throw doubt on the 
correctness of the figures prior to 1907, but steps have recently been taken to 
ensure greater accuracy in the compilation of criminal statistics, and the figures 
may now be regarded as more reliable than they have been previously. The 
fall in the number of burglary cases is the most satisfactory feature of 
the year. 


Il.—From Returns furnished by the Solicitor-General for the Financial 
Year July, 1911, to June, 1912. 


The number of cases instituted in the Police Courts and Municipal Magis- 
trates’ Courts during the period July, 1911, to June, 1912, was 78,601, as against 
79,620, the proportionate number for twelve months of the period January, 1910, 
to June, 1911. 

The number of persons dealt with in the above cases was 85,312. The 
proportion per 100,000 inhabitants was 2,075, as against 3,144 during the 
preceding eighteen months. 

1,573 persons were committed for trial before the Superior Courts. Of 
these, 18 were discharged on the withdrawal of the indictments against them 
by the Attorney-General, 898 were convicted of various crimes, and the 
remaining 657 were acquitted. 

Taking into account offences of a serious nature which, in certain circum- 
stances, are summarily triable by Police Magistrates, altogether 1,763 persons 
would appear to have been convicted of serious crime during the twelve months, 
as against 2,160 the proportionate number for twelve months of the period 
January, 1910, to June, 1911, or a decrease of 397 persons convicted. 

Out of 52 persons convicted of murder, 6 were transported to the Andamans, 
the sentence of death being commuted. 


VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


(A) PopvuLation. 


The population of Ceylon on December 31, 1911, exclusive of the immigrant 
population, estimated on the basis of the Census of March 10, 1911, was 
4,106,254, an increase of 13,018 on the population estimated on December 31, 
1910, and consisted of 7,644 Europeans, 27,044 Burghers, 2,716,438 Sinhalese, 
1,057,740 Tamils, 266,980 Moors, 13,115 Malays, and 17,293 “ Others.” 
Compared with the population at the end of 1910, there was an increase of 
*32 per cent. The natural increase by excess of births over deaths from the 
date of the last Census to December 31, 1911, amounted to 719, while the 
number of Indian immigrants exceeded the emigrants by 43,259. The popula- 
tion (inclusive of immigrants) on January 1, 1912, was accordingly 4,149,513, 
an increase of 51,638 persons (made up of an excess of 13,018 births over deaths 
and of 38,620 immigrants over emigrants), ¢.¢., an excess of 1-01 per cent. of 
the population (inclusive of immigrants) at the end of 1910 estimated on the 
basis of the last Census. 
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Births and Deaths —The births registered in 1911 numbered 156,398, and 
were in the proportion of 37°9 per 1,000 of the population estimated at the 
middle of the year. The deaths registered in 1911 numbered 143,380, and were 
equal to a rate of 34:8 per 1,000 of the population—the second highest rate on 
record for the last forty-five years, the highest (35-1) being in 1906. Compared 
with 1910, the birth-rate for 1911 shows a decrease of 1-1 per mille, and the 
death-vate an increase of 7°5 per mille. Compared with the average rates for 
the eleven years 1898-1908, the birth-rate for 1911 shows a decrease of «1, and 
the death-rate an increase of 6°3 per mille. 


(B) Pustic Hmaru. 


The general health of the population during the year was bad, the death-rate 
rising to 34°8 from 27°3 in the previous year and from 28°5 the average for the 
eleven years 1898-1908, and the infantile mortality to 218 from 176 in 1910 
and 180 the average for 1898 to 1910. The deterioration was shared by five 
of the Provinces, the exceptions being the North-Central Province (33:0, 
average 421), the Northern Province (24°7, average 30°8), the Eastern 
Province (29°9, average 321), and the Province of Uva (37°1, average 37:9). 
The deterioration was especially marked in the Province of Sabaragamuwa, 
where the rate rose to 59°0 from 32'5. 

Causes of Death —Deaths from enteric fever showed a marked decrease from 
the previous year, numbering 651, as against 4,619. But this is almost entirely 
due to an alteration in the method of tabulation, only those cases being now 
entered as “ enteric fever ” which are duly certified as such by qualified medical 
men, while deaths previously reported by village registrars as due to this cause 
are now classified as due to “ ill-defined fever.”’ Under the latter head the 
number of deaths increased from 16,238 in 1910 to 33,064 in 1911. 

Deaths registered as due to diarrhea rose from 13,602 in 1910 to 17,347 in 
1911, to dysentery from 2,960 to 4,743, to phthisis from 3,917 to 4,286, and to 
anchylostomiasis from 1,592 to 2,001. 

Cholera accounted for 277 deaths, as against 22 in 1910, 242 of these occurring 
in the cooly camp at Ragama, and being traceable to infection from India. 
Deaths from smallpox, also traced to infection from India, numbered 89, as 
against 29 in 1910. 

Preventive Measures against Disease—Measures have been taken for the 
prevention of malaria by the circulation of leaflets, the free distribution of 
quinine, and lectures and demonstrations to the public through the officers of 
the Medical Department and the headmen. 

An anti-malaria campaign is being conducted at Kurunegala in the North- 
Western Province, and measures are also in progress at Badulla in the Province 
of Uva. 

In connection with the King Edward VII. Memorial Fund, measures are 
being taken to combat the ravages of tuberculosis. 

Vaccination is systematically carried on throughout the Island by a special 
staff. During the twelve months 161,979 subjects were vaccinated. The 
percentage of successful primary vaccination cases to total inspected was 90°39, 
while the percentage of successful re-vaccination cases was 70°95. 

Stringent precautions are taken under the auspices of the Plague Committee 
to prevent the introduction of plague into Ceylon. The Island has hitherto 
been immune from the ravages of the disease. One case of plague in a European 
was landed at Galle in July, the patient recovering. 

There were 38 deaths from hydrophobia during 1911. The Ceylon Govern- 
ment gives an annual grant to the Pasteur Institute at Coonoor, and poor 
persons bitten by rabid animals and unable to meet the expenses of the journey 
are sent there at the cost of the Government. 
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Concerted action is being taken by the local authorities to stamp out rabies 
by enforcing the registration of dogs and by the destruction of homeless pariahs. 


(c) SANITATION. 


In the matter of sanitation the large towns are controlled by Municipalities, 
while others have Local Boards, or come under the Small Towns Ordinance. 

The general expense of scavenging is met from rates recovered locally, and 
loans are made occasionally to local bodies for larger works of permanence, 
such as water supply, construction of drains, &c., the cost of which they are 
unable to meet in a lump sum. 


Colombo Drainage Works —The drainage of Colombo has been undertaken 
by Government at the request of the Municipal Council, the necessary funds 
being advanced by Government on loan, while further assistance is being given 
by the contribution of a part of the expenditure as a free grant. 

The scheme provides for a complete system of sewers and rain water drains 
throughout the city, and for the disposal of the sewage by bacterial treatment 
upon modern lines. 

Up to the end of 1911 75 miles of sewers and rain water drains had been 
laid, and about half the city was ready for house connections. 


Water Supply Schemes.—With the assistance of the Government, partly by 
way of grant, partly of loan, the Municipality of Galle has completed a water 
supply for that town. Similar assistance is being given to the Local Board of 
Kurunegala in the North-Western Province and to that of Batticaloa in the 
Eastern ; while in the Northern Province special consideration has been shown 
to Mannar, a small township which is likely to rise to some importance with the 
opening of through railway connection with South India in the near future. 
Schemes for supplying water to Puttalam and Chilaw are being considered. 


(D) CLimaTE. 


The climate of Ceylon varies considerably in different parts of the Island, 
both as regards temperature and rainfall. In the low-country and coast districts 
the climate is tropical, and a noticeable feature is the small diurnal variation 
of both the barometer and thermometer. In the mountainous districts in the 
interior of the Island it resembles that experienced in many parts of Europe, 
being temperate and equable. 

The rainfall for 1911 was below normal on the west side of the Island, but 
above it on the east. Unusually heavy rain occurred in December in the 
north and north-east. Ratnapura again heads the list with 148°77 inches 
on 224 days, as against 128-04 inches on 232 days in 1910. At the other 
extreme Puttalam had 37°64 inches on 87 days, as against 33°34 inches at 
Mannar and 32°91 inches at Hambantota in 1910. 

The rainfall at the Colombo Observatory was 69°36 inches on 169 days, 
and at Kandy 86°84 inches on 177 days. ‘ 

The mean temperature for the whole year was highest at Mannar, 83°1° F.; 
and lowest at Nuwara Eliya, 59°6° F. 

At the Colombo Observatory and at Kandy the mean temperature was 
81°6° F. and 76°0° F. respectively. 

The highest temperature reached in the Island during 1911 was 101°1° on 
May 21 at Trincomalee. The highest on record is 103°7° F. at Trincomalee on 
May 12, 1890. 

The highest temperature reached at the Colombo Observatory in 1911 was 
95°7° F. on February 19. 

_ The mean daily range of temperature, ¢.c., the mean of the daily differences 
between the maximum and minimum temperatures, was highest at Badulla, 
where it was 19°9° F.; and lowest at Galle, 8°4° F. 
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VIJI—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


One new post office and eleven new receiving offices were opened during the 
i 1911. The total number of offices now is 454, of which 286 are receiving 
ices for the sale of postage stamps and delivery of letters, while 168 are 
ee order and savings bank offices, and of these 114 are also telegraph offices. 

The total estimated number of articles, exclusive of parcels, which passed 
through the post amounted to 40 millions, against 374 millions in the year 1910. 

The total number of parcels dealt with was 589,312, an increase of 39,403 
over the previous year. The business done is shown as follows :— 














1910. 1911. 
Total number of parcels... . 549,909 es 589,312 
To the United Kingdom a 12,516 oe 12,502 
From the United Kingdom a 25,942 ee 28,414 
To other countries {3 nig 37,041 ae 38,624 
From other countries .. we 120,453 i 131,382 
The following are the figures for money orders :— 
1910. 1911, 
Number. Value. Number, Value. 
Rs. Rs. 
Inland ae he 384,610 .. 10,853,842 .. 401,636 .. 11,615,385 
Indian oy 236,475 .. 7,021,194 .. 248,963 .. 7,587,354 
United Kingdom ee 11,456 .. 464,688 .. 11,454 .. 521,837 
Other Countries ne 12,869 .. 884,244 .. 13,110... 965,258 
The increase in telegrams is shown in the following figures :— 
1910. 1911. 
Inland a Pc a 662,246 .. 712,990 
Indian > BY <5 156,301 .. 161,736 
Other Countries ae 89,945 .. 87,516 


Postal Improvements.—The _ elias post office van formerly returned daily 
from Kandy to Colombo by the 7 a.m. Down train practically empty. It has 
now been arranged that it shall return by the Down Night Mail, and up-country 
offices make up bags for the van. Parcels and registered letters are also sent 
from a number of post offices to the travelling post office. 

District Inspectors of Post Offices—The Island has been divided into four 

. postal districts, and an inspector has been placed in charge of each. 

Investigating Inspector —A special inspector was appointed to inquire into 
cases of fraud and alleged thefts in the post. It was arranged that he should 
receive three months’ training in India. 

Date-stamping Machine. — A Krag date-stamping machine capable of 
stamping 600 letters a minute was introduced into the Colombo Office. 

New Telegraph Office —Owing to the want of room in the General Post Office, 
due to the growth of the Telegraph Department, the Central Telegraph Office 
was removed on March 12, 1911, to a new building at the end of Chatham street 
and near the Fort Railway Station. 

Wireless Telegraph Station —Provision was made in the Estimates for 1911- 
1912 for the construction of a Wireless Telegraph Station at Colombo. The 
work was entrusted to the Marconi Wiroless Telegraph Co., the site selected 
being in the neighbourhood of Welikada Jail. It was anticipated that it would 
have a range of 450 to 500 miles by day and 800 by night. 

Telephones.—In 1896, the year that Government took over the Telephone 
Exchange from the Oriental Telephone Co., there were 130 telephones in use ; 
there are now over 1,200. 

The underground telephone cables in Colombo were completed in the early 
part of the year. 

Telephone trunk lines were opened from, Colombo to Kandy on March 10, 
1911, and from Kandy to Nuwara Eliya on April 13, 1911. 
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IX.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


(a) Pustic Works DEPARTMENT. 


The total expenditure of the Public Works Department for the year 1911 
was Rs. 6,916,805, an increase of Rs. 334,487 over 1910. 

The total length of roads maintained by the Public Works Department 
during the year was 3,873 miles, of which 3,564 miles are cart roads and 309 
miles are bridle roads. 

The special expenditure on roads and bridges for 1911 under the programme 
ofjWorks chargeable to Surplus Balances amounted to Rs. 264,900. 

Amongst the more important works completed during the year were the 
Central Telegraph Office and Telephone Exchange, Colombo ; the Outpatients’ 
Department, General Hospital, Colombo ; and the new Government Printing 
Office, Colombo. 

The following works were in progress, but had not been completed at the end 
of the year :—The Wireless Telegraph Station, Colombo ; the Anatomical Block 
in connection with the rebuilding of the Medical College, Colombo ; the new 
Royal College, Colombo ; the Hydro-Electric Installation, Nuwara Eliya ; the 
extension of the Customs premises and Passenger Jetty, Colombo ; and the 
Colombo Lake Development Project. 

Considerable progress was made in the extension of metalled cart roads in 
the planting districts in the year under review. 


(B) CotomBo Harzour Works. 


The total expenditure upon the harbour works proper during 1911 amounted 
to Rs. 908,530°78, the total expenditure since the commencement of the 
South-west Breakwater in 1873, including maintenance charges, being 
Rs. 43,193,914: 93. 


New Arm, South-west Breakwater —The work of block setting was resumed 
in October, and good progress made. At the end of the year there remained 
to be done the landing jetty, masswork, capping, lighthouse, and bagwork, 
all of which it was anticipated would be completed within the following four 
months. 

Graving Dock.—The Dock was occupied on seventeen occasions during the 
year. The revenue amounted to Rs. 36,800°17, and the expenditure to 
Rs. 65,029°71. 

Patent Slip.—The Slip was used on twenty-three occasions, producing a 
revenue of Rs. 23,964; the working expenses amounted to Rs. 15,119°47. 

Coaling Grownds—The new coaling grounds on the east side of the harbour 
have been allotted to the different coaling firms. The site of the old coaling 
grounds on the south side will probably be utilized for a much-needed extension 
of the Customs premises. 


Deepening of the Harbour.—In view of the decision of the Suez Canal Company 
to increase the depth of the canal to 11 metres or 36 feet, steps are being taken 
to dredge the northern portion of the harbour to a similar depth, two further 
areas, at the root of the South-west Breakwater and opposite the coaling jetties, 
being dredged to a depth of 33 feet. 


(c) Ratiway. 


Open Line, 1911-12. 


The new section of the narrow gauge line from Avisawella to Ratnapura, a 
distance of 27 miles, was opened in January, 1912, bringing the total length of 
line open for traffic to 6042 miles. 
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The revenue derived from all sources during the year amounted to 
Rs. 14,113,877, the new line to Ratnapura contributing Rs: 129,011. These 
figures compared with the receipts for 1910-11 show an increase of Rs. 530,717, 
the largest item of increase being Rs. 386,657 under Coaching Traffic. 

Under Goods Traffic the tonnage conveyed has increased, the principal 
increases being under the heads of Tea 8,043 tons, Rubber 2,577 tons, Tea 
Packing 2,055 tons, Manure, 13,144 tons, Liquid Fuel 3,083 tons, and Other 
Third Class Goods 11,913 tons. 

The total working expenses, including a sum of Rs. 339,479 spent on new 
and minor works, amounted to Rs. 6,686,891, or an increase over the preceding 
year of Rs. 349,308. 

The result of the year’s working is as follows :— 


RBs, 
Receipts a Se ar .» 14,113,877 
Working Expenses oo ae ae 6,686,891 
Profit .. 7,426,986 





Of this profit, a sum of Rs. 1,244,933 was expended on additional accommo- 
dation and improvements. In addition to this, a sum of Rs. 1,442,046 from the 
surplus balances of the Colony was spent on new works and rolling stock, 
16 new engines and 185 passenger and goods wagons having been put into 
traffic during the year. 

The total capital cost to June 30, 1912, was Rs. 102,367,082, and the capital 
outstanding Rs. 49,115,716. 


Extensions, 1911-12. 


To Chilaw.—This line will form a continuation of that opened in December, 
1909, between Colombo and Negombo, extending it for another 27 miles up 
the west coast through a thickly populated district, the greater portion of which 
is devoted to the cultivation of coconuts. It is anticipated that it will attract 
a large goods traffic. The line is being constructed on the broad gauge. The 
estimated cost of the extension is Rs. 3,932,053, the amount expended up to 
June 30, 1912, being Rs. 1,540,152. 

To Ratnapwra. —The extension of the Kelani Valley narrow gauge (2 ft. 6 in.) 
line, covering the 27 miles from Avisawella to Ratnapura, was opened to traffic 
on January 15, 1912. Of the estimated cost of Rs. 2,953,408, a sum of 
Rs. 2,827,944 had been expended up to June 30, 1912. At that date certain 
minor works remained to be executed, at an estimated cost of Rs. 70,000. 

To Pelmadulla—The survey and estimate for this line were completed in 
1912, and sanction for its construction was given in June of that year. The 
line will run in extension of that from Avisawella to Ratnapura, for nearly 
17 miles beyond the latter place, and will pass through some of the richest 
rubber growing country in the Island. It will be constructed on the 2 ft. 6 in. 
gauge. The total estimated cost is Rs. 2,253,414. 

To Badulla.—Plans, sections, and estimates were prepared for an extension 
of the Main line from Bandarawela, the present up-country terminus, to 
Badulla, the chief town of the Province of Uva, and an important centre of the 
tea and rubber plantation industries. The new line will be some 21 miles in 
length, traversing hilly and broken country throughout. 

To Mannar —By July, 1912, the earthwork on this extension was practically 
complete, and rail head was within 20 miles of Mannar. From this station the 
rails had been laid to Talaimannar, a distance of 18 miles. 

The twelve months showed a good average rate of construction. The country 
was free from the rinderpest and drought which caused so much trouble the 
year before, and there was a, marked improvement in the health of the labour 
force, owing largely to better conditions of transport. 
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Colombo Stations Extension —This scheme comprises the construction of new 
stations at Maradana and the Fort, new railway store, engine sheds and yards, 
re-arrangement of the old goods yard, deviation and duplication of main lines 
across the lake, formation of lake basins to take traffic from the railway by 
water to the godowns and eventually to the harbour, the reclamation of a 
large area of the lake, and the construction of a quay wall, on which electric 
cranes will work, &c. The new station at Maradana, engine sheds and yards, 
railway store and office, and inward goods shed have already been completed. 
Good progress is being made with the rest of the works. The total estimated 
cost of the work as it now stands is Rs. 6,443,271, while the expenditure to 
June 30, 1912, was Rs. 3,907,382. 

Sea Coast Duplication and Maradana-Ragama Widening.—This work was 
commenced in 1909, and provides for the duplication of the track between 
Moratuwa on the Coast line south of Colombo and Ragama on the line to 
Kandy. The actual duplication between Colombo and Ragama has been 
completed. South of Colombo the line has been opened for double line working 
between Bambalapitiya and Mount Lavinia. The total estimate for the work 
is Rs. 2,697,356, the expenditure to June 30, 1912, being Rs. 2,376,140. 


Protection of Sea Coast Line——To counteract the encroachment of the sea 
heavy protection works of rubble and blocks of stone have been taken in hand 
along the line running through Kollupitiya and Bambalapitiya, and in weak 
spots between Wellawatta and Mount Lavinia. The estimate for the whole of 
these works is Rs. 513,510, and the expenditure to Junc 30, 1911, Rs. 433,370. 


(p) Inrication, 1911-12. 


The total expenditure on the construction of irrigation works for the year 
ending June 30, 1912, was Rs. 291,559, the expenditure for the previous 
eighteen months from January 1, 1910, to June 30, 1911, being Rs. 484,523. 

The expenditure on the maintenance of irrigation works during the same 
period was Rs. 115,591. This covers only the major works, there being in 
addition a very large number of village works which are maintained, as far as 
possible by unskilled labour, by the people owning the land irrigated by them. 

The work of the year has consisted chiefly in pushing on the construction of 
the five large works already undertaken. The year 1913 should see three of 
these brought practically to completion as far as the main works are concerned ; 
but their development by subsidiary works, such as minor channels, will probably 
take some years. The exceptionally heavy and unprecedented floods during 
the north-east monsoon were responsible for considerable delay in construction 
and damage to works already completed. 

The area brought under irrigation by major works during the year was 428 
acres, thus bringing the total area irrigated by these works up to 133,040 acres or 
208 square miles. The area irrigated by the village tanks, which have been 
constructed by the people with Government assistance and under the supervision 
of Government officers, is reported to have been 95,700 acres or 150 square 
miles. These figures for village works are not altogether reliable, and although 
the figures are less than those given for the previous year, viz., 103,245 acres 
or 161 square miles, there has probably actually been an increase rather than 
a decrease. 

(E) ForzEsts. 


Forest exploitation has been directed towards the elimination of over-mature 
timber which retarded future regeneration of crops, and the utilization of timber 
on areas to be alienated for sale, lease, or irrigation purposes. 

The supply to public departments at actual cost of output reached a value of 
about Rs. 490,000 for the period from July 1, 1911, to June 39, 1912, as against 
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Rs. 648,000 for the preceding twelve months. Since 1906 the Forest Depart- 
ment has delivered 552,767 broad gauge and 136,669 narrow gauge sleepers to 
the Railway, and it now holds a large supply in reserve. 

The average cost of delivery to date has been Rs. 3°66 per broad gauge and 
Re. 1°86 per narrow gauge sleeper. The Railway previously paid over Rs. 5 
per broad gauge sleeper and Rs. 3°25 per narrow gauge for supplies of Jarrah, 
so that a considerable saving has been effected by the supply being obtained 
from the local forests, while the local sleepers are admittedly more durable than 
the imported ones. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


(4) Important Events. 


The fifth Decennial Census of Ceylon was taken on the night of March 10, 1911, 
the total population, exclusive of the military and the shipping, being returned 
at 4,105,535, or an increase of 15°18 over the figure for 1901. 

In March, 1911, two hospitals, erected by private munificence, were opened 
by His Excellency the Governor at Veyangoda and Negombo respectively. 

In May His Excellency laid the foundation stone of the new Royal College 
building in Colombo. 

In June the local celebration of the Coronation of His Majesty.King George V. 
took place. Reference has been made in the Report for 1910-1911 to the 
demonstrations of loyalty which the occasion evoked. 

On June 29 His Excellency the Governor proceeded to Europe on leave, and 
Sir Hugh Clifford, K.C.M.G., assumed the administration of the Government. 
The Governor returned from leave on November 19, and proceeded almost 
immediately to India to represent the Colony at the Delhi Durbar and 
Coronation celebrations. 

On November 20 His Excellency opened a large hospital at Moratuwa, which 
had been erected by private munificence. 

Towards the close of the year the elections of candidates for the newly 
constituted Legislative Council took place. Of the four elective seats, two were 
contested, namely, those of the Burgher and the Ceylonese electorates. The 
former was contested. by three candidates and the latter by two. 

The representatives of several European Governments at the Coronation of 
the King of Siam visited the Island on their way from Europe to Bangkok. 
Among others who honoured Ceylon with a visit were His Serene Highness 
Prince Alexander of Teck and Her Royal Highness Princess Alexander of Teck, 
His Imperial Highness the Grand Duke Boris of Russia, Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince William and Princess Mary of Sweden, and His Royal Highness Prince 
Waldemar of Denmark. 

A Commission was appointed by the Governor in April to inquire into the 
question of the adequacy of the rolling stock and other facilities on the railway 
for goods and passenger traffic, how far these were sufficient for existing 
requirements, and what further facilities were needed to meet immediate¥fand 
future requirements. 

Committees were also appointed to deal with the following subjects :— 

The suggested extension of the railway from Ratnapura to Pelmadulla. 

Relief to Government officers in Colombo owing to the high cost of living, 
especially in the matter of house rent. 

The amendment of the local laws relating to merchant shipping. 

The general question of secondary and higher education in the Island. 

The position and prospects of the members of the various departments of 
the Public Service. 
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(B) Pustic SERVICE. 


Sir Hugh Clifford, K.C.M.G., administered the Government of the Colony 
from June 29 to November 19, 1911, during the absence of the Governor on 
leave, and again from November 23, 1911, when the Governor proceeded to 
India to represent the Colony at the Delhi Durbar. Mr. L. W. Booth acted for 
Sir Hugh Clifford as Colonial Secretary. 

Mr. H. W. Brodhurst, Government Agent of the Western Province, received 
the honour of a Companionship of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael 
and Saint George, and Dr. C. T. Griffin, Assistant Principal Civil Medical Officer, 
was appointed a Companion of the Imperial Service Order in June. Mr. James 
A. van Langenberg and Mr. B. W. Bawa, two of the leading advocates practising 
at the Colombo Bar, were appointed King’s Counsel in November. Mr. H. W. 
Milligan of the Ceylon Civil Service was awarded the Royal Humane Society’s 
medal for rescuing fishermen from drowning at Negombo in April. 

Mr. A. G. Lascelles, K.C., Attorney-General, succeeded Sir Joseph Hutchinson 
as Chief Justice of the Colony in May, 1911, and Mr. Anton Bertram, formerly 
Puisne Judge of Cyprus, succeeded Mr. Lascelles as Attorney-General, 

The following retirements from the Public Service took place during the year 
under review :—Dr. ©. T. Griffin, .S.0., from the office of Assistant Principal 
Civil Medical Officer and Inspector-General of Hospitals, in April; Mr. H. L. 
Crawford, C.M.G., from. the office of Controller of Revenue, also in April ; 
Lieut.-Col. E. C. Davies, V.D., I.8.0., from the office of Government Factory 
Engineer, in May, 1911; and Mr. H. W. Brodhurst, C.M.G., from the office of 
Government Agent of the Western Province, in November, 1911. 

The following deaths among members of the Public Service are recorded with 
regret :—Mr. H. H. Cameron, who retired from the office of Treasurer of the 
Colony ; Mr. H. L. Wendt, late Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court of the 
Island ; and Mr, John Kyle, Resident Engineer of the Colombo Harbour Works. 

The deaths also took place of Mr. F. 0. Loos, 0.M.G., Unofficial Member 
representing the Burgher community in the Legislative Council ; of Mr. Philip 
Freudenberg, for many years Imperial German Consul at Colombo ; of the 
Right Rev. Dr. C. Pagnani, O0.S.B., Roman Catholic Bishop of Kandy ; and of 
H. Sri Sumangala Thero, High Priest of Adam’s Peak and Principal of the 
Vidyodaya Buddhist College. 





(c) Taz Exctsz Commission. 


During 1911 the Excise Commissioners were employed in working out the 
details of the scheme sanctioned by the Secretary of State. Plans of the 
experimental distillery were prepared, a site was selected, and orders were 
placed for the stills and other apparatus. A complete scheme for dealing with 
the foreign liquor question was prepared and approved. A departmental 
scheme was worked out, and the nucleus of a staff trained. An Ordinance to 
give effect to the proposals was drafted, and progress was made with the 
collection of statistics and other information. 


(D) ImmicRaTION AND EMIGRATION. 


The term “‘ immigration ” in Ceylon is commonly used with reference to the 
immigration of native labour from the South of India for the tea and rubber 
plantations. There is no opening in Ceylon, as in the self-governing Colonies, 
for the immigration of white labour. 

The number of immigrant labourers who arrived in Ceylon in 1911 was 97,536, 
as against 112,202 in 1910. The arrivals in 1911, though less than those of the 
previous year, were considerably above the average for the past six years, which 
was, in round figures, 78,000. The arrivals are, however, largely counter- 
balanced by the departures, which in the official returns are given at 64,660 
for 1910 and 58,916 for 1911. 
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Although in some parts of the Island the Sinhalese villagers are taking more 
and more to work on estates, the demand for immigrant Tamil labour is still 
steadily on the increase, and with the competition in the labour market of South 
India both of the Malay Peninsula and of India itself, the position from the 
point of view of the Ceylon employer is one that calls for, and is receiving, the 
earnest consideration of the planting community. 

Apart from coolies returning to their homes, the main stream of emigration 
from Ceylon is rather to the Straits Settlements and the Malay States than 
to India, and the number of Ceylonese, especially from the north of the 
Island, who of late years have sought a living in the countries named is not 
inconsiderable. 


(BE) OPENINGS FOR INVESTMENT oF CAPITAL. 


The cultivation of tea, rubber, and coconuts continues to offer the chief 
openings for the investment of capital. Coconuts in particular are now attract- 
ing European capital, and, should it once be established that they can be 
successfully grown under irrigation, there is the prospect of considerable 
extension of this industry in the North-Western Province, and even in the drier 
districts of the North-Central Province. 

The plumbago mining and gemming industries, as well as the cultivation of 
tobacco, are almost exclusively in native hands. The market for the tobacco 
now produced being limited, there is little, if any, room for the extension of its 
cultivation on present lines. But it is believed that with more up-to-date 
methods of cultivation and curing this crop can be grown with profit for the 
European market. Similarly, in the drier districts the cultivation of cotton 
offers possibilities as yet undeveloped. 


A. N. GALBRAITH, 
March, 1913. Second Assistant Colonial Secretary. 
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Sir, 
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Governor. 
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&e., &e., &e. 
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I.—FINANCIAL. 


Revenue. 

The revenue for 1912 exceeded that for 1911 by £102,096, 
which must be regarded as a highly satisfactory indication of 
the Colony’s present prosperity. 

The following comparative statement shows the increases and 
decreases under the several heads of revenue as compared with 
the preceding year :— 








Heads of Revenue. movers evens, Increase. | Decrease. 
&£ 8s. d.| &£ 6 ad.) & s d.| & 8 d, 
Customs ave se ee [242,324 8 0/301,140 6 7| 58,815 18 7 = 
Port, Harbour and Light-| 5,502 19 9| 6,508 10 3] 1,005 10 6 = 
house Dues. 
Licences and Internal | 66,889 16 6] 75,012 13 0} 8,12216 6 _ 
Revenue not otherwise 
classified. 
Fees of Court.or Office, Pay- | 14,059 3 10] 15,082 7 5} 1,023 3 7 _ 


ments for Specific Services 
and Reimbursements-in- 
Aid. : 
Post Office and Savings} 8,807 2 9] 9,546 17 5 739 14 8 _- 
Bank, 








Rents on Government Pro- 436 3 0 386 3 4 _ 49 19 8 
perty. 
Interest oe we + | 10,339 10 8} 10,397 9 10 57 19 2 _ 
Miscellaneous Receipts ...| 1,448 8 3 858 2 6 _ 690 5 9 
Sierra Leone Government |107,925 6 1{140,873 6 2) 32,948 0 1 _ 
Railway. 
Land Sales ... ase oc 2667 0 4815 6 22 8 6 - 

| 7/640 5 6 











Total... (457,759 5 1 [559,864 12 0{102,785 11 





The total revenue for the five years, 1908-1912, was as 
follows : — 





£ 
1908... 320,999 
1909... 361,326 
"A910" st. ae ; 7 424,215 
ll. aes ae one v 457,759 
1912 .. 559,855 


Expenditure. 

The following comparative statement shows the increases and 
decreases under the several heads of expenditure as compared 
with the preceding year: — 





Expenditure | Expenditure 





Heads of Expenditure. for 1911. for 1912, Increase. | Decrease, 
& s d.| & & da) £ s&s dj & & ad 

Charge on account of Public | 61,835 12 4! 61,249 3 6 _ 86 810 
Debt. i 

Pensions, Retired Allow- | 7,291 12 1! 7,359 18 6 68 5 7 _ 
ances, and Gratuities, | 

The Governor and Legisla- | 5,771 13 a 6,771 6 2) 999 12 4 _ 
ture. 

Colonial Secretary’s Depart- | 5,530 16 8' 8,079 16 8] 2,549 0 0 - 











ment, i 
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‘ Expenditure | Expenditure 
Heads of Expenditure. for 1911. ear 1912, Increase. { Decrease. 
& s. ad. | & s. a. | & sd.) £ 8. 
Provincial Administration... | 31,288 15 2] 31,307 10 11 1815 9 — 
Treasury... an 3,929 14 O| 4,342 6 9] 41212 9 _ 
Customs Department «+ | 13,636 12 1| 14,243 4 8} 60612 7 _- 
Audit Department ... ae 2,417 7 6| 2,605 0 1] 18712 7 _ 
Port and Marine Depart- | 1,391 1 0} 1,332 1 8 - 58 19 4 
ment, 
Legal Departments ... 7,965 411) 876118 8/| 79613 9 _ 
Civil Police ... on 8,871 18 3] 9,183 5 8) 3811 7 5 _ 
Prisons wae ase 7,491 13 7| 8166 9 6} 674 15 11 _ 
Medical Departments + | 22,682 14 9} 25,863 0 7/ 3,180 5 10 — 
Sanitary Department —...| 3,712 8 7| 4,831 15 2/1,119 6 7 == 
Education ... ace Pn 8,521 3 38/ 11,926 5 11) 3,405 2 8 _ 
Miscellaneous Services ... | 19,127 0 8] 17,952 4 11 _ 1,174 15 9 
Post Office ... 11,301 5 7] 12,121 1010} 820 5 3 _ 
Agricultural Department .. 1,917 18 4] 3,123 17 8] 1,205 19 4 — 
Forestry Department wee 2,191 0 1/ 3,289 16 5/ 1,098 16 4 _— 
Public Works Department... | 8,432 15 5] 12,039 1 4} 3,606 5 11 —_— 
» Recurrent ... | 17,015 2 9] 21,330 11 11] £315 9 2 — 
s. » Extraordinary | 33,119 16 3] 48,771 15 7)15,651 19 4 — 
»» (Special) — 1,605 11 10] 1,605 11 10 = 
West African Frontier Force 22,413 19 2) 24,120 3 9) 1,706 4 7 
Sierra Leone Government | 79,784 14 5{101,891 12 2/22,106 17 9 a 
Railway. 
Central Railway Construc- | 45,306 6 5] 72,147 18 5|26,841 12 0 _ 
tion. 
Total... ... (432,448 7 11(524,417 9 3/93,289 5 311,320 3 11 














The total expenditure for the years 1908-1912 was as follows :— 


£& 
1908 kes an eet Bie .. 341,871 
1909 ya oe ag tk -» 386,746 
1910 See nex a & res 361,222 
1911 ae ose a Shu v 432,448 
1912 a sie bee sa «624,417 


Loan Expenditure. 


The amount expended during the year on works and undex- 
takings chargeable to loan (1904) funds amounted to £998, the 
principal items contributing to this expenditure being for— 

(1) Freetown Waterworks construction. 
(2) Residences (including water supply). 

The total expenditure on works and undertakings chargeable 
to loan funds amounted at the end of the year to £1,189,953; 
leaving a balance of £9,125, which it is proposed to allocate to 
the supplementing of the Freetown water supply, the estimated 
cost of which is £15,000. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


The excess of assets over liabilities at the close of the year 
amounted to £279,517; of which £149,961 is invested in securi- 
ties, £70,500 is in the hands of the Crown Agents for the Colonies 
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at interest, and £40,857 represents the value of unallocated stores 
in the Railway Department (Open Lines), Railway Extension 
and Public Works Department. 

In this connection it should be observed that the sum of 
£120,482 has been expended on the Railway Extension and other 
works the cost of which will eventually be met from loan; but, 
in the meantime, it is made a final charge against revenue. 


Public Debt. 


The funded debt of the Colony at the close of the year amounted 
to £1,248,048, which is made up as follows :— 


£ 
4 per cent. ten year Convertible Bonds ... 518,200 
35 per cent. Inscribed Stock, 1929-1954 ... 729,848 
Total ... ae ibs ss £1,248,048 


The liability in respect of the public debt was increased by 
£47, that being the premium on bonds surrendered for stock 
during the year; but, as bonds to the value of £7,100 were 
redeemed out of the Sinking Fund, there was a net reduction of 
this debt by £7,058. 

The amounts standing to the credit of the Sinking Funds on 
the 3lst December, 1912, were as follows: — 





Ee ss cd. 

Bonds wat ae ae — 73:19 11 
Stock vie ead see «» 438,004 3 10 
Total... i: .. £43,078 3 9 


The net liability of the Colony, therefore, in respect of its 
funded debt, after allowing for these amounts, was on that date 
£1,204,969 16s. 3d. 

Under the terms of issue, the currency of the bonds issued in 
1904 will expire in June, 1914; and it will, therefore, be necessary 
to redeem any unconverted bonds at that date by floating further 
inscribed stock. 


Currency. 


In addition to the current coin of the United Kingdom, the 
following foreign coins were in the year under survey legal 
tender in Sierra Leone : — 


Nominal 
Coins. value. Legal value. 
Frencu Corns: Francs. £s. d. 
Gold : ~ 
Napoleon... ois see 20 0 15 10 
Silver :— 
Five-Franc Piece ... ae 5 0 3 104 
Beiezan, Swiss anp Iranian 
Corns : 
Silver : — 


Five-France Piece ... ey 5 0 3 10 


~_ 


SIERRA LEONE, 1912. 


Nominal 
Coins. value. Legal value. 
SrantsH (Mexican, &c.) Corns: Dol. Cts. £ s. d 
Gold :— 

Doubloon ... fe ow = 16 00 38 4 0 
Unirep States Corns : 

Eagle : ie we AO. 00 2 1 0 

Halt Eagle . a oe es 5 00 1 0 6 

Quarter Eagle 2 50 010 8 


Of these, however, the French 5-franc piece is the only one 
frequently met with, it being in considerable use in those districts 
of the Protectorate which are adjacent to French Guinea. 

The institution of a new silver coinage with currency through- 
out the whole of British West Africa has recently been. “approved ; 
and a corresponding local note issue is also in contemplation. 


General. 


The balance standing to the credit of the Colony House Tax 
Fund on the Ist of January, 1912, was £5,208. The revenue 
collected during the year from this source amounted to £3,047, 
thus making a total of £8,255. 

The expenditure on various improvements for the benefit of the 
inhabitants of the districts in which the tax is collected amounted 
to £3,175, leaving a balance on the 3lst December, 1912, of 
£5,080 available for further similar improvements. These com- 
prise repairs to roads and bridges, the lighting of towns and 
villages, and other like public works. 

The Protectorate House Tax collected during the year amounted 
to £58,117, as against £52,771 in 1911. 

At the end of the year the Public Officers’ Guarantee Fund 
amounted to £1,615, of which a sum of £1,260 has been invested. 


Municipalities. 
Freetown Munictpality. 

The revenue of the Municipality during the financial year (1st 
November, 1911, to 31st October, 1912) amounted to £11,948, 
while the expenditure during the same period was £11,322. 

The following table shows the revenue (including an annual 
Government grant-in-aid of £1,800) and the expenditure of the 
Municipality during the five years 1908-1912 :— 


Year. Berne Expenditure. 
1908... ae See ABS .. 8,851 
1909... a Rear sQ302D% we 9,488 
1910... Jee es UE ee . 11,085 
1911... 5 .. 12,070 ... pea AT,1L72. 
1912 hee .. 11,948... age eL ly 7322 


By the nese Municipality Amendment Ordinance, 1912, 
the Municipality was relieved of certain sanitary functions; in 
consideration of which the annual Government grant-in-aid of 
£1,800 was withdrawn with effect from the Ist January, 1913. 
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The Municipality has a debt of £31,568 2s. 11d. advanced to it 
by the Government. Of this sum £27,948 2s. 11d. was in respect 
of the Freetown waterworks, £2,500 a cemetery loan, and £1,120 
the balance of a loan of £1,400 repayable in five annual instal- 
ments of £280. 

Towards the sinking fund provided for the redemption of the 
loan of £2,500, £396 12s. Gd. has been accumulated. The sum 
of £279 9s. 8d. is paid annually to the Colonial Government as 
the proportion of the General Loan Sinking Fund Contribution 
in respect of the Waterworks Loan. Five annual contributions 
have hitherto been made, amounting in all to £1,397 85. 4d. 


Sherbro Municipal Board. 

This Board was abolished by the Port of Sherbro Ordinance, 
1912, with effect from the Ist January, 1913; when the balance 
of funds remaining in the hands of the Board, amounting to 
£389 3s. 6d., became vested in the Crown. The work which was 
formerly undertaken by the Municipal Board is now carried out 
by the Government. 


II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The net revenue collected by the Customs Department from 
all sources during the year, after drawbacks and refunds had 
been deducted, amounted to £309,928, which exceeds the corres- 
ponding return for 1911 by £60,328, or 24°2 per cent. The 
gross revenue from import duties collected in the Sherbro 
District was £96,728, which shows an increase of £26,575 over 
that for the preceding year. 

The gross amount of customs duty collected in respect of each 
of the principal articles of import is given below in comparison 
with the figures for 1911 :— 




















7 
or Tucrease or Decrease 
aie ears ended in 1912 compared 
st December. ith 1911 
Articles. wt i 
| 1911. 1912. Increase. | Decrease. 
| 
£ | £ £ £ 
Ale, Beer and Porter ... ave 1,719) 1,772 | 53 _ 
Cottons ... oa fe 3 28,808 35,959 7,151 _— 
Hats and Caps ... te ot 1,397 1,451 54 — 
Hardware aa oe one 945 | 1,040 95 — 
Iron Manufactures... ae 2,060 | 2,218 158 _ 
Oil (Kerosene) ... cs es 10,413 11,683 1,270 _— 
Provisions 2,016 , 2,009 _ 7 
Salt ae a3 nes 1,986 | 2,316 330 _ 
Spirits... oat use we | 120,736 | 160,543 39,807 _ 
Sugar... ae gee ces 4,027 4,251 224 — 
Tobacco, Manufactured (includ- 2,990 3,768 7178 _ 
ing cigars and cigarettes). 
Tobacco, Unmanufactured... 43,159 | 47,516 4,357 _ 
Wines... a ae a 2,781 | 3,103 322 —_ 
Woollens tei eae Ar 1,394 | 1,975 581 _ 
Other minor imports taken 16,017 19,542 | 3,525 _ 
collectively. i 
Aggregate receipts se | 240,448 299,146 58,705 7 
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The items mainly responsible for the increase in import duties 
during 1912 were cotton goods, spirits, kerosene oil, and tobacco. 
The marked increase in spirits is due to the laying i in of large 
stocks prior to the coming into force on the Ist of January, 1913, 
of the Trade Spirits (Regulation of Receptacles) Ordinance, 1912. 


Imports. 


The total values of the imports for the five years 1908-1912 are 
as follow :— 


£ 
1908. eee eee «818,700 
1909. eee 974, BBL 
1910 |. we ee 2,162,470 
1 eee wee 1,267,281 
1912. eee eee 1,424,864 


The importation of specie amounted to £205,461, as compared 
with £217,882 in 1911; but, as the Freetown branch of the Bank 
of British West Africa is a distributing centre for practically 
the whole of West Africa, decreases or increases in the importa- 
tion of specie cannot be regarded as a sure indication of the 
financial condition of the Colony. Much of the specie imported 
does not circulate in the Colony, but is merely retained in the safe 
custody of the bank to await a favourable opportunity of trans- 
mitting it to its destination. 

Government imports, which vary with the nature of the public 
works in course of construction during the year, amounted to 
£74,630, as compared with £76,673 in 1911, representing 5°24 
per cent. of the total imports, as against 6°05 per cent. in the 
preceding year. 

The total value of imports reached an aggregate of £1,424,864, 
marking an advance of £157,683 over the returns for 1911. 

Statistics analysing the importation of alcoholic liquors into the 
Colony will be found in Appendix A. 


Exports. 


There are no export duties in Sierra Leone. 

The total value of exports in 1912 amounted to £1,540,754 as 
compared with £1,300,238 in 1911. 

The following table exhibits the value of the exports from the 
Colony for the five years 1908-1912 :— 


£ 
1908 eee eee 786,755 
1909. eee ees 981,486 
1910). i kk EE “SS Aueao 67 
1911 eee eee 1,800,238 
1912 1,540,754 


Of the return for 1912 as much as £1,222,946 is represented by 
the produce and manufactures of Sierra Leone ; and in the period 
1908-1912 the value of produce exported has increased by 180°8 
per cent., while the total value of commercial exports, Gineeent: 
ing specie, has also progressed by 131 per cent. 
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Specie was exported to the value of £190,582, this being an 
increase of £106 over the previous year. 

Palm Products.—The export of palm kernels shows an increase 
over that of 1911, in weight of 7,859 tons, and in value of 
£135,830. This result is partly due to the exploitation of vege- 
table butter, which may become a formidable rival to margarine 
and lard. 

The export of palm oil exceeded that of 1911 by 2,861 gallons, 
but decreased in value by £2,613, a result due to the slight decline 
in the price of this product in the European markets. 

Germany is the chief market for palm kernels, and the United 
Kingdom for palm oil; but, while Germany has imported 8,666 
tons more of kernels, the United Kingdom has taken 808 tons less 
than in 1911. 

Palm kernels were exported to the value of £793,178, and palm 
oil to the value of £67,314. 

Kola.—The export of kola reached an aggregate of £276,530, 
representing 1,652 tons, as compared with 1,599 tons, valued at 
£194,312, in 1911. Only five tons of this export were consigned 
o Europe, the remainder being shipped to other West African 
ports. It is possible that the yield in 1913 will surpass even this 
record output. 

Ginger.—The output of ginger in 1912 exceeded that of 1911 

y 30 per cent., but it is unlikely that this rate of increase will 
e maintained, as the home markets are at present glutted with 
ginger. 
The value of the exported ginger was £44,864, representing 
2,200 tons, as compared with £44,668 in 1911, representing 
1,692 tons. These figures reveal a decline in the market price of 
his product which is partly due to its adulteration and partly to 
its condition being impaired owing to its transmission to the 
coast by the farmers and intermediate traders in an imperfectly 
dried state. 

Piassava.—This trade continued to prosper; the export reach- 
ing 1,146 tons, valued at £15,462, as against 906 tons, worth 
£12,502, in 1911. 

Hides.—The number of hides exported was 10,247, this being 
4,695 less than in 1911, but the value was £843 greater. Prices 
in the European markets have advanced by about 25 per ceut., 
which accounts for the recovery in value. 

Gum Copal.—This export underwent a further decline, only 17 
tous, valued at £1,607, being shipped in 1912, as against 28 tons, 
valued at £2,966, in the preceding year. 

Rice.—30,715 bushels of rice, valued at £5,713, were exported, 
showing an increase of 8,095 bushels and £998 as compared with 
the corresponding returns for 1911. The market price was 
steadily maintained; but this advance, as such, has to be some- 
what discounted by the diminished export of rice in 1911 owing 
to the poor rice crop of 1910, which led to a large quantity being 
hoarded in 1911 for domestic consumption. 

Rubber—Only 10 tons of rubber, representing £2,962, were 
exported, as compared with 16 tons, representing £5,918, in 1911, 
when the returns were themselves lower than those of 1910. 
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The Forestry Department is now experimenting with types of 
rubber other than those native to Africa, as’ the latter have not 
produced encouraging results. 


General features of trade. 


The aggregate trade with the United Kingdom showed a decline 
as compared with that of the previous year, namely £1,184,749 
as against £1,264,387; while its percentage of the total trade 
sank from 49°25 to 39°95 per cent. 

The United Kingdom is responsible for 64°01 of the import 
trade and 17°70 of the export trade, as compared with 75°03 and 
24°12 per cent. respectively in 1911. 

These variations are partly due to fluctuations in the movements 
of specie, which, as observed above, are not necessarily governed 
by local circumstances, and partly to a slight contraction in the 
volume of palm kernel exports. 

Germany is responsible for 11°70 per cent. of the import trade 
and 45°77 per cent. of the export trade. 

The trade with the United States of America is progressing 
favourably ; this tendency being enhanced by the establishment 
of direct communication with New York. Importations from 
America consist chiefly of kerosene oil, tobacco, and lumber. 

Shipping. 

2,139 vessels of an aggregate tonnage of 2,676,471 tons were 
entered and cleared in 1912, as compared with 1,737 ships 
aggregating 2,493,439 tons in 1911. This increase is a gratifying 
reflection from the sustained commercial prosperity of the Colony. 

These returns include 397 sailing vessels, of an aggregate 
tonnage of 4,401 tons, entered, and 409, of an aggregate tonnae 
of 4,449 tons, cleared. 

The corresponding figures for 1911 were:—Sailing vessels 
entered 263, aggregate tonnage 2,325; sailing vessels cleared 286, 
aggregate tonnage 3,048. 

The following table gives the number and tonnage of steam 
vessels (distinguishing nationality) entered during the years 1911 
and 1912 respectively, together with the proportion per cent. 
contributed to the total tonnage by the ships of each nation :— 


i} 
| 





Percentage pro- 
Steam vessels entered. portion to total 
| tonnage entered. 



































Nationality. Increase. | Decrease. | 
ef it AE ea | See ee 
1911. 19, | : { torn, | 1912. 
Tons. |No. | ‘Tons. | No.| Tons. |No.! Tons. | ‘Tons. 
Belgian | 146,892) 3 | 13.400) —| — "| 39 /138,492 
British 855,512 | 456 | 932,560 | aa | 77048) — | — 
Danish _ 4 38,376 4 3,876 | — —_— 
French 2! 2.580| 16 4398 | 14] 1,868) — | — 
German ...| 180} 232,633| 176 | 367,226 | 46 | 184503 | —|  — 
Greek 4| 5024] 4 5,094] eee gl eel ack 
Norwegian 3 111 5 2,697 2) 2,586 | — _ 
Russian 2} 1,664] — es —| = | 2! 1664 
Spanish 1] gaa] 2 3038] 1] 1,204)—]} 
Total ... 696 | 1,248,180 666 | 1,331,719 | 105 | 220,675 | 34 |135,086 
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The United Kingdom claimed 70°03 per cent. of the whole, and 
has made an advance of 1°38 per cent. since 1911; Germany 
during the same period, however, has improved her position by 
8°91 per cent. 

The decline in the return of Belgian vessels is due to the 
omission of Freetown from the ports of call on the mail route 
from Belgium to the Congo. 

The subjoined table gives a statement of the total shipping 
inwards and outwards for the years 1908-1912 : — 











Inward. Outward. 
Year. 7 
Number. | Tons. Number. Tons. 
1908... 951 1,021,803 959 1,024,249 
1909... 1,116 1,096,686 | 1,133 1,094,446 
1910... 892 996,403 943 997,887 
1911... 858 1,248,455 879 1,244,984 
1912... 1,063 1,336,120 | 1,077 1,340,350 














Agriculture. 


The Agricultural Department is now in the second year of its 
existence. Its chief object is to introduce some form of rotation 
of crops and to alter the present wasteful method of farming, 
which consists in cutting and burning fresh bush each year to 
make the farm. Such farms are only cropped one year, and then 
the land is allowed to revert to bush. The scarcity of legumes 
amongst the native crops makes it difficult to form a good rotation, 
as all the other crops are distinctly exhaustive to the soil. Trial 
has accordingly been made of various legumes found here and 
in other tropical countries. 

Rice.—Thirty-six varieties of Indian rice and two of Sierra 
Leone rice were sown in trial plots; but, as they were unavoidably 
planted at rather too late a date, the results were not so good as 
otherwise might have been the case. The Sierra Leone varieties 
proved larger in the grain than the Indian rice, and the Indian 
rice which is imported into the Colony appears to be inferior 
to the native-grown product in respect of its nutritive value. 

Ginger.—Five different methods of planting ginger were tried, 
the best results both in quality and quantity being obtained from 
the deep hoed plot. 

The practice of the natives in planting it on laterite gravel is 
unsatisfactory, as only a knotty fibrous ginger is produced by 
that method. 

Leguminous Crops.—The only leguminous crop of importance 
in this country is the ground-nut, which forms the staple food of 
the tribes in the north of the Protectorate. The pigeon pea, 
however, grows also very well in Sierra Leone. 

Cotton.—Trial was made of two varieties of cotton (a) West 
Indian (Sea Island) and (6) Cambodia from Southern India. 
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The Sea Island cotton grew well and withstood the heavy 
showers of rain satisfactorily. The crop suffered, however, from 
attacks of the cotton stainer bug. 

The native varieties of cotton in Sierra Leone are of a poor 
quality and of no commercial value. 

Cocoa—Experiments were made with this product, but with 
only moderate success. Native cocoa plantations are being culti- 
vated in the Northern Sherbro District by the Gallinas tribe, 
with very fair success. In spite of the long drought in the dry 
season, the natural humidity of the atmosphere enables the plants 
to thrive. Considerable quantities of the beans were sold during 
the year at 3d. and 4d. a pound, which is encouraging for a 
first crop; and it is hoped that with care and with some super- 
vision and advice these native cocoa crops may eventually become 
a distinctly valuable asset to the country. 


Imperial Institute. 


Two native drugs, namely, Anet leaves (believed to be derived 
from Tetracera obtusata) and Tatuookroo leaves (believed to be 
derived from a species of Cnestis) were submitted to detailed 
chemical examination. In the case of Anet leaves no active 
principle could be detected. Extracts of the leaves were made 
and submitted to an expert for physiological trials, but the only 
definite results observed were certain symptoms probably due to 
the presence of a small amount of saponin. It thus appeared 
improbable that Anet leaves have any real medicinal value. 
The Tatuookroo leaves were examined in a similar manner and 
gave negative results. 

A sample of rum stated to have been prepared from sugar-cane 
grown at Kangahun had a fairly normal taste and a rather 
sharp fruity odour. It contained only 399 grams of alcohol per 
100 c.c., a very low proportion compared with the rum imported 
into the United Kingdom, which generally contains from 58 
to 62 grams of alcohol per 100 c.c. 

Information was also supplied by the Institute during the year 
to enquirers in the United Kingdom regarding a number of 
products from Sierra Leone, including annatto, copal, and 
African pepper; whilst species of insects attacking cocoa plants 
in the Colony were identified and suggestions made for their 
destruction. 


Veterinary Branch. 


Only a few horses are to be found in Sierra Leone, and they 
come from over the French border. Most of those examined 
were found to be suffering from filariasis or trypanosomiasis. 

The herds of cattle in the Protectorate suffer from in-breeding 
and from scarcity of cows. This is partly due to the strict 
prohibition by the French authorities of the exportation of cows 
and heifers across the border. 

The natives display great ignorance on the general management 
of livestock, and especially in the breeding and feeding of 
cattle. 
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Numbers of sheep and goats are to be found throughout the 
Protectorate, and in general they appear to thrive well. 


Forestry. 

The Forestry Ordinance came into force during the year. 
Tt provides for the constitution of reserves and restricted areas 
in the Colony and Protectorate, and for the regulation of the col- 
lection of forest produce and the cutting of timber. The reserves 
and restricted areas in the Protectorate are to be constituted at the 
request of the tribal authority. Such constitution, therefore, 
will not be an act of expropriation, and it is the intention to 
administer the forests in the interests of the native population. 

The 73 square miles of forest situated in the peninsula of the 
Colony were demarcated and surveyed. 

Sixty-one botanical specimens were added to the Forestry 
Herbarium, duplicates of which were forwarded to Kew for 
identification. One of them is of great interest as it is probably 
a new genus of Huphorbiacee of the tribe Phyllanthee. 

Work was carried on in the various nurseries and plantations; 
seeds of a large number of exotic timber trees were sown; and 
various kinds of rubber, kola, and gum copal trees were raised 
with success. The produce of the plantations was seriously 
damaged by the attacks of animals such as deer and monkeys. 

During the year under review the Crown Lands Ordinance 
was put into force, but the only revenue derived from the natural 
forest consisted of the fees paid for five timber-cutting licences. 
5,200 Para (Hevea braziliensis) seedlings from the nurseries were 
sold to the Christineville Rubber Estate for £41. 


Game. 


The following were reported as shot by holders of licences 
during 1912:— 


Elephant... as ses set coe ET 
Hippopotamus ats a whe <2 4 
Buffalo Se sh Mee es ne 5 
Water Buck ... ee oe as v.18 
Harnessed Antelope a8 nn B55 5 
Red Flanked Duiker ba ee oad 4 
Kobus Kob ... ne oe ues ww Al 
Bush Buck ... se oo tee ace OLY 
Bustard ee ai ave a we = «14 
Common Duiker_... a Ses ee 9 
Bush Pig... ee Ase Be a 2 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


Twenty-one Ordinances were passed in 1912, the most important 


of which were :— ‘ 
The Destructive Pests Ordinance, which enables the Agricul- 


tural Department to check the spread of insect pests, and 
in particular to place the importation of cocoa trees under 


restrictions. 
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The Forestry Ordinance, which adopts measures for the pro- 
tection of forest lands in the Colony and Protectorate. 
The Trade Spirits (Regulation of Receptacles) Ordinance, 
which regulates the receptacles in which trade spirits may 

be imported. 

The Distillation of Spirits Prohibition Ordinance, which 
renders the distillation of spirits illegal within the Colony 
and Protectorate. 

The Special Commission Court Ordinance, which provides 
for a more appropriate mode of trial of persons charged 
with offences committed in connection with unlawful 
societies; the law for dealing with such offenders having 
been further strengthened by the Human Leopard and 
Alligator Societies Amendment Ordinance, 1912. 

The Supreme Court Amendment Ordinance, 1912, which 
constitutes an intermediate Court of Appeal in civil and 
criminal matters, standing between the Supreme and 
Circuit Courts of Sierra Leone and the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 
Colony Schools. 


Education is carried on in the Colony by means of :— 
(a) Elementary Mission Schools; 
(b) Industrial or Trades Schools ; 
(c) Secondary Schools (Missionary and Proprietary) ; 
(ad) The Diocesan Technical School; 
(e) Fourah Bay College, affiliated to the University of 
Durham; 
(f) Government Mohammedan Elementary Schools. 
The Elementary Schools derive their revenue from Government 
grants, school fees, society grants, and voluntary contributions. 
The number of Elementary Schools in the Colony proper is 
108, of which 92 are assisted by the Government. 
The distribution of the Mission Schools of the Colony among 
the several denominations, together with their enrolment and 
average attendance, is as follows: — 





soe Number of| Number | Average 
Denomination. Schools. | enrolled. |Attendance 











Church of England ... 42 3,397 2,200 
Wesleyan ane eee 28 2,203 1,346 
United Methodist Church sos oe 12 750 435 
Countess of Huntingdon’s Connection... 10 429 232 
Roman Catholic eos ove aie se0 7 928 620 
African Methodist Episcopal 2 308 177 
United Brethren in Christ ... 1 204 90 
Seventh Day Adventist 1 101 80 














Total... tee one 103 8,320 5,180 
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Compared with the previous year, these figures show a decrease 
of 229 in the roll number and of 280 in the average attendance; 
but this decrease is explained by more thorough inspection, the 
increased attendance in the Mohammedan Schools, and the 
development of Proprietary Secondary Schools. 

The total income of the 92 assisted schools, exclusive of 
Government grants, was £4,254, of which the school fees 
amounted to £1,058. The Government contributed in grants 
the sum of £8,576. In the result, Government aid largely 
exceeded the sums contributed by the societies, churches, and 
subscribers. 

The total expenditure was £7,798, as compared with £5,304 
in the previous year. 

Reading, writing, arithmetic, and hand and eye work are 
compulsory subjects in the assisted schools. Of the other subjects, 
sanitation and hygiene and geography are the most popular and 
show the best results. In the case of female pupils domestic 
science is still confined to sewing, but a development may be 
expected in the near future. 

The infant schools are now all staffed by female teachers, as 
a result of persistent effort in the last three years; and a healthy 
scheme of study, hand-work and recreation has been inaugurated 
in the majority of the schools. 

Marked improvement has been shown in the status and salaries 
of teachers. Head teachers draw from £40 to £100 per annum, 
whereas formerly the majority were paid at the rate of £40 per 
annum; the salaries of assistant teachers are not so high. The 
salaries of female teachers used to vary from £5 to £36 per 
annum, whereas now they range from £12 to £80 per annum. 

The Mobé Industrial School, which belongs to the Roman 
Catholic Mission, has an enrolment and average attendance of 61; 
the school is a residential one and gives instruction in trades such 
as carpentry, masonry, gardening, smith’s work, tailoring, 
baking and cooking, in addition to English, practical arithmetic, 
and drawing. The boys belong to the Sherbro and Mendi tribes 
of the Northern Sherbro district. The school exercises a valuable 
influence in the neighbourhood and imparts a form of educa- 
tion which ‘without doubt is of great practical benefit to the 
community. 

There are 14 Secondary Schools in the Colony, eight missionary 
and the remainder proprietary. 1,390 pupils were on the rolls 
of these institutions; and of these 830 attended the missionary 
institutions. From these schools come the professional classes, 
teachers, and clerks. Unfortunately a strong conservatism com- 
pels the retention of a system of instruction whose average 
product is certainly inferior to the average boy or girl in the 
Higher Grade Elementary Schools in England. 

There are five Mohammedan Schools or “‘ Madrassas”’ for the 
education of Mohammedan boys and girls; the roll number was 
795 and the average attendance 522, as compared with 778 and 
456 respectively in 1911. Over 250 are drawn from the peoples 
of the Protectorate, and the Mandingoes and Timinis continue to 
lead in numerical superiority. 
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A satisfactory feature of the year under review is the contribu- 
tion of a sum of nearly £200 by the Mohammedan community 
towards the upkeep of these schools; hitherto their revenue had 
been derived entirely from public funds. , 

The curriculum is the same as in other assisted schools, with 
the exception of Arabic, which is taught daily in the hours 
preceding the morning session. 


Technical Education. 

The Diocesan Technical School continued to give instruction 
in the sciences relating to the building trade, architecture and 
surveying, including trigonometrical methods of mensuration. 

The highest number of pupils on the roll during the year was 
17; the nature of the training is of a valuable and useful kind, 
and encouraging results were achieved. 

The total upkeep of the school involves an expenditure of 
about £500 per annum, which is met partly by a Government 
grant and partly by private subscriptions and pupils’ fees. 


University Education. 


Fourah Bay College is the only university college in West 
Africa. The attendance during the year, as compared with 1911, 
was stationary, 25 students being on the roll. Nine students 
matriculated in 1912, amongst whom was the two-hundredth 
since the affiliation of this college to Durham University in 1876. 

The academic results fell below those of 1911 by about 33 
per cent. d 

The financial position of the college has steadily improved; 
and, although it is not yet self-supporting, yet with the help 
of the income from the Pan-Anglican endowment (capital £3,000) 
it is hoped that it will soon become so. This institution deserves 
credit for its pioneer work in being the first to supply facilities 
for university education in West Africa. It has been the nursery 
of a considerable number of clergy, lawyers, doctors, and school 
teachers; and by a judicious adaptation to the practical needs of 
the country its beneficent influence may be still further enhanced. 


Education in Protectorate Schools. 


There were 93 pupils on the roll of the school at Bo, ‘‘ for the 
sons and nominees of chiefs,” at the end of the year, as compared 
with 110 in 1911. 

The school fees amounted to £948, while the total cost of 
maintaining the school was £3,448, the balance of £2,495 being 
met from general revenue. These returns show that, although 
the pupils declined in number by 17, yet the establishment of 
the institution became more costly by £611. 
. The work of the school was continued satisfactorily, and 

encouraging reports were received from some of the District 
Commissioners of the intelligence displayed by ex-pupils and of 
their excellent behaviour on their return to their respective 
chiefdoms. 

The Protectorate schools conducted by the various missionary 
organisations were inspected by some of the Bo school tutorial 
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staff; and the sum of £318 was distributed in grants-in-aid during 
the year. These schools include three institutions whose type 
is distinctly vocational, and are similar to the industrial school 
at Mobé. 

The committee of the Mission Schools has adopted a proposal 
to encourage the institution of boarding schools, with a view 
to facilitate a more systematic educational training and a closer 
supervision over the lives and conduct of their pupils. 

The curricula in these schools are at present still of a very 
elementary character, but in the existing boarding schools the 
practical or industrial teaching is of a good standard. 

1,200 pupils were recorded on the registers of the schools 
inspected, but of these only about 800 were present on the days 
of inspection ; and even this return has to be somewhat discounted, 
as it was clear that great efforts had been made to present a good 
appearance. These figures must only be taken as approximately 
correct, as registration in Protectorate schools has not yet attained 
a sufficient degree of accuracy to be entirely depended upon. Over 
170 of the pupils were the children of settlers from Freetown. 

In the day schools the teachers were found in general to be 
inefficient, but in the boarding schools a far higher level of 
instruction was attained. 

As a result of the inspections which took place in 1912 a sum 
of £446 has since been awarded as grants-in-aid. 

Several Mohammedan schools are also to be found through- 
out the Protectorate, but the education given is chiefly of a 
religious nature. There are signs, however, that some of these 
schools are being influenced by the development of Mohammedan 
education in the Colony. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals and Asylums. 


In 1912 the number of patients treated at the various Govern- 
ment hospitals and dispensaries amounted to 2,716 in-patients and - 
83,082 out-patients, making a total of 85,798; returns which 
indicate a slight increase of 125 over those of 1911. 

In the Colonial Hospital, Freetown, 1,689 in-patients and 
26,742 out-patients were treated. The number of operations 
performed was 316, of which four cases were brought over from 
1911; and of this total, 294 were successful, two patients were not 
relieved, nine died, while 15 cases still remained on hand on the 
last day of the year. 

There were 142 patients under treatment at the lunatic asylum 
at Kissy; while 160 males and 77 females, including four males 
and one female admitted into the Infectious Diseases Hospital, 
were treated in the Kissy institutions during the year. 

Twelve cases of leprosy were under treatment; six of the 
patients died and three absconded, leaving three in the leper ward 
on the 8lst December, 1912. 
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European Nursing Home. 


There were 55 admissions, as compared with 54 during the 
previous year. The classification of the patients is as follows :— 


Officials hate ee aes sexe o# 
Mercantile ase a Ps wee RA 
Shipping ae tee ie ao 7 

Total sit pat 5B 


These included 16 cases of malaria. 


There were 10 patients invalided; and there was one death 
from dysentery. The inyalidings were from the following 
causes :—— 

Nervous debility 
Blackwater fever 
Dysentery 

Rectal abscess 
Varicose veins 
Appendicitis 
Neuritis (alcoholic) 
Congestion of liver 


Rm Co 


Savings Bank. 


The Savings Bank continued to maintain its popularity. 

The deposits numbered 10,133, and amounted to £61,383, show- 
ing an increase of 975 in number and a decrease of £1,747 in 
value as compared with the previous year. j 

The withdrawals totalled 7,637 and amounted to £58,901, an 
increase of 34 and £380 respectively in comparison with the 
corresponding figures for 1911. 

The average value of each deposit was £6 Is. 1d., and of each 
withdrawal £7 14s. 3d. as against £6 17s. 10d. and £8 0s. 6d. 
in. the previous year. 

At the end of the year, there were 6,474 depositors on the books, 
and the amount standing to their credit, inclusive of interest, 
was £104,583 10s. 3d. 

The average value of each account was £16 3s., as against 
£16 12s. 7d. in 1911. 

The revenue derived from transferred accounts was £9 11s. 3d., 
as against £17 in 1911. As no investment was made during the 
year, the total amount of Savings Bank investments still stands 
at £100,162. 

The dividends received on investments amounted to £3,482, thus 
showing an increase of £20 over the returns for 1911; but the 
profits of the Savings Bank fell from £750 in 1911 to £630 in 
1912. ; 
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VI._JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Police. 


The Police Force is only employed within the Colony, police 
work in the Protectorate being performed by the Court 
Messengers under the administration of the District Commis- 
sioners. 

At the end of the year under review the authorised strength of 
the force consisted of a total of all ranks of 264, including two 
European officers, the Commissioner and the Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Police. Discipline was well maintained, and the health 
of the force was remarkably good. 

The Detective Branch consists of a detective sergeant and six 
constables, and did very useful work both in the prevention and 
in the detection of crime. é 

The harbour police is under the charge of a sergeant drawn 
from the shore police, and two uniformed constables are attached 
to assist him. They patrol all the bays in the vicinity of the 
harbour and wharfs by night to protect floating property. They 
are also charged with enforcing quarantine regulations and with 
the prevention of breaches of the Foreign Enlistment Ordinance. 

The Weights and Measures Ordinance has continued to be 
strictly enforced, and during the year it was put into force also 
in the Sherbro District. The number of surprise visits made to 
the various trading establishments was 473. 

The work of the Police School was successfully carried on, and 
the men attend three times a week from 1 {08 p.m. A capitation 
grant of 2s. 6d. a head is given to the sergeant in charge of the 
school for each man who passes out. 

The finger-print system continued to be carefully worked, 325 
impressions being taken and classified in 1912, which brings the 
total of registered prints up to 2,030. 

1,885 cases were reported to the police, 1,621 persons were 
arrested, 1,290 were convicted, and 331 discharged. 

Increases are shown in offences of embezzlement, false pretences, 
and larceny from dwelling houses; while decreases occurred in the 
returns of larceny, assaulting the police, and breaches of the 
Public Health Ordinance. There has been no rise in the records 
of serious crime, and no case of murder occurred during the year; 
while the cases of wounding numbered 8 only as compared 
with 12 in the preceding year. 

There were nine outbreaks of fire during the year and 10 houses 
were destroyed, the total rateable value of the property burnt 
amounting to £53. 

There is a volunteer fire brigade, consisting of 36 men and a 
native superintendent, which is under the control of the Munici- 
pality. The men receive 6d. per drill, and these take place about 
twice a week; they also receive a small sum for each fire they 
attend. There are no steam or manual engines, and the firemen 
depend entirely on the water-main hydrants, of which there are 
nearly 300 in various parts of the town. In serious fires, assist- 
ance is always rendered by the military, who bring a manual 
engine and other necessary appliances. 
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Prisons. 


The total number of prisoners received into Freetown Prison in 
1912 was 964 as compared with 947 in 1911. This increase was 
due to the closing of the gaol at Waterloo. ‘The daily average for 
the year was 236 as against 225 in 1911. There does not appear 
to be any decrease in the number of habitual criminals. 

The sales from the Manufacturing Department amounted to 
£1,324 as compared with £1,202 in the preceding year. 

With the exception of the arrests on charges of cannibalism, 
the records of the district prisons do not call for comment. The 
prisoners were employed principally on sanitary works and other 
employments of public utility. 

The cost of maintaining the Prisons Department was £8,166, 
ag compared with £6,581 in 1911. 

In the new prison, which is rapidly approaching completion, 
a considerable number of prisoners were employed during the 
year, principally on the heavier kinds of labour. 

This prison is of the English cellular type, and the now dis- 
credited system of association cells which existed in the old gaol 
has been abandoned. It is anticipated that this change will 
contribute to the more efficient maintenance of discipline and to 
a consequent decrease in the number of prison offences. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The returns of the Supreme Court of the Colony show that there 
were 72 convictions in that Court during the year, including two 
for homicide, and 54 for larceny. 

In the Police Magistrate’s Court at Freetown, 1,844 persons 
were convicted summarily, as compared with 2,108 in 1911. 

In the District Police Courts of the Colony, at Waterloo and 
Bonthe, there were 684 persons convicted summarily, as against 
626 in 1911. 

In the Circuit Court of the Protectorate there were 52 convic- 
tions, as compared with 70 in 1911; and of these 11 were for 
homicide. 

In the Courts of the District Commissioners in the Protectorate 
there were 1,109 convictions, as compared with 705 in the pre- 
ceding year. This marked increase is due to the closer adminis- 
tration of the country; and a large number of the convictions 
were for petty offences. 

During the year many arrests were made, principally in the 
Noxthern Sherbro District, in connexion with crimes committed 
by members of the Human Leopard Society, a cannibal organi- 
sation; and in December a Special Commission Court opened its 
sessions for the trial of these cases. The Court was composed of 
a former Chief Justice of the Gold Coast (Sir William Brandford 
Griffith), the Solicitor-General, and the Police Magistrate. 
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VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The population of the Colony was returned at the last decennial 
census in 1911 as 75,572 (41,001 males and 34,571 females); and 
the number of deaths registered in 1912 was 1,348, which gives 
the proportion of deaths at 17 per 1,000. ‘he total births regis- 
tered during the year was 1,332, which in comparison with the 
population gives a birth-rate of 17 per 1,000 also. The popula- 
tion of Freetown according to the 1911 census was 34,090; the 
births registered numbered 587, and the deaths 754. These 
figures show a birth-rate of 17 and a death-rate of 22 per 1,000 
respectively. The seven chief causes of death were in the order 
given as follows :— 

1. Diseases of the circulatory system. 
2. Diseases of the digestive system. 

3. Diseases of the respiratory system. 
4. Diseases of the urinary system. 
5. Debility. 

6. Malaria. 

7. Blackwater fever. 


It must, however, be stated that only about 25 per cent. of the 
deaths registered are certified to by medical practitioners. 

The infantile death returns for the past 10 years are sub- 
joined :— 


1903... i kee ... 471 deaths. 
1904... a He ve BBS - ys 
1905... i ae we AGL ., 
1906... ev ee -. 484 ,, 
1907... ie ke bir (OE “4s 
1908... ae ae see OR cai 
1909... Lt a «. 344 ,, 
1910... ie - ee BOR 5g 
LORE aes oe ea se EO Lay 
1912... ay a ve 268 


Protectorate Population. 


The population of the Protectorate at the census of 1911 was 
estimated at 1,327,560, of whom 1,323,151 are natives other than 
those in military barracks, while the remainder, numbering 
3,426, are non-natives. This estimate is based on the number of 
houses on which tax has been paid and on the assumption that 
so many persons live in one house, the number varying from 5 to 
10 according to the district and tribe. 

The following statement gives the approximate number of the 
various tribes in the Protectorate :— 


Mendis os aes s 442,524) 
Kris, artgr {Avtocthonous and 
Gallinas (or Veis) .. «6685 f ete hebons 
Sherbros : LOT, 274¢| 4 PSB eearOUDe: 


Bulloms- 2. 0... 27,701) 


SIERRA LEONE, 1912, 

Foulahs 11,500) 

Mandingos 12,735 | 
Konnohs 61,000 
Korankos 29,930 
Susus 36,544 
Yalunkas 15,600 

Timinis 347,229 | 

Limbahs 110,938 J 
Gpakas 5,580 
Gbennas 11,777 
Miscellaneous 36,407 
Total 1,823,151 


European Population. 


The general health of the European population continued to 


be fair during 1912. 


Northern 


invading 


and Mohammeda- 


nising Groups. 
J 


The total number of European residents in 


the Colony and Protectorate during the year was approximately 
803, made up as follows :— 


Officials 

Military ia 

Non-Officials (as 
tained) 


The following is a comparative tabulation of 


Total 


230 
389 


far as could be ascer- 


184 


803 





the deaths of 


Europeans due to climatic and non-climatic causes in the Colony 
and Protectorate for the last 10 years :— 




















Landed from Colony and eget 
Vessels. Protectorate, Military. 
Year. —| Totals. 

Mimati, | Non- BAD eee Non- |qy;,:,| Non- 

Climatic. climatic. Climatic. climatic, Climatic. climatic.| 

I | | 

= = 

1903 2 _ 2 2 2 3 Ul 
1904 3 - 2 3 2 2 12 
1905 3 _ 2 2 1 _ 8 
1906 3 - 2 1 pi 1 8 
1907 ase 2 _ 3 3 2 3 13 
1908 ane a _ 1 6 3 2 13 
1909. | 8 a 3 me ee x 6 
1910 _ _ 9 2 2 2 15 
1911 one eal 5 2 1 _ 1 il 
1912 Seay eho _ 3 3 3 2 11 

















Of the 11 deaths shown in the above table for 1912, four were 
amongst Government officials, classified as follows :— 
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1 blackwater fever. 
1 dysentery. 
1 hemorrhage into stomach. 
1 strychnine poisoning. 
Five amongst the military, classified as follows :— 
cardiac failure. 
cardiac failure and heatstroke. 
malarial alcoholism. 
cerebral malaria. 
malaria. 
and two amongst non-officials, classified as follows :— 
1 blackwater fever. 
1 general debility and diarrhoea. 


Ninety-eight European officials were placed on the sick list 
for a total number of 561 days; the average number of days on 
the sick list for each patient being 5°72, and the daily average 
on the sick list being 1°53. 


Bee 


General. 


There was no case of yellow fever during the year. Three 
cases, however, of trypanosomiasis were reported from the Pro- 
tectorate dispensaries. No epidemic of small-pox occurred in 
Freetown. 

Vaccination was carried on as usual both in the Colony and in 
the Protectorate. 10,298 persons were vaccinated, 8,549 (83 per 
cent.) with known success. 

The returns of malaria show that 2,363 cases were treated, ay 
compared with 2,208 in 1911. 


Sanitation. 


The administration of sanitary matters and executive action in 
Freetown continued to be controlled by the Corporation with the 
Principal Medical Officer as the medical officer of health during 
the year; but it was decided that certain sanitary matters, viz., 
the duty of scavenging, the sanitary inspection, as well as the 
inspection and regulation of new buildings, should be transferred 
from the charge of the Corporation to that of the Government. 

The number of mosquito larvae prosecutions in the Freetown 
Police Court during the year amounted to 589 as against 1,350 
in 1911; and the sum of money collected in fines including costs 
was £121. 

In Freetown the extended gratuitous distribution of quinine, 
which was instituted last year, was carried on successfully. The 
Princess Christian Mission Hospital Dispensary and some of the 
local schools were supplied with the quantities requisitioned for. 

The survey preliminary to the re-construction of streets, street- 
drains, and the regulation of water-courses in Freetown was 
commenced during the year. 

The Brookfields drainage scheme, initiated during the year 
1911, was continued during 1912; and a series of observations of 
the outfall of water was taken at the western outlet, which is the 
chief one. 
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The number of destroyed rats brought to the Colonial Hospital, 
and paid for at the rate of one penny each, amounted to 2,400. 

Presentation swords and certificates have, as usual, been 
awarded to those Chiefs whose zeal in promoting the sanitary 
condition of their chiefdoms has appeared to merit recognition, 
and a general survey of the work done in 1912 justifies the claim 
that the interests of sanitation were appreciably advanced in 
that year both in the Colony and in the Protectorate. 


Climate. 


At Freetown, in 1912, the mean shade temperature was 80°7°; 
the highest point recorded being 99°2° in March, and the lowest 
62°2° in November. 

The rainfall measured 180-07 inches, August being the 
wettest month, with 34°32 inches, and January the driest, with no 
rainfall. These returns show a perceptible decline as compared 
with 1911, in which year the rainfall measured 146°59 inches. 

The maximum humidity was 100°, which was recorded in June, 
July, August, September and October; and the minimum was 
recorded in April, 46°. 

The general direction of the wind was south-westerly; at the 
beginning and close of the rainy season tornadoes occur, but 
rarely do much damage. 


VITI—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


Postal business continued to expand throughout the Colony and 
Protectorate. 

The number of Post Offices and Postal Agencies open at the 
end of the year was 52. Savings Bank business was transacted 
at nine of these, money order business at 30, and postal order 
business at 39. 

The total number of articles which passed through the Post 
Office during the year amounted to 1,566,652, as compared with 
1,490,618 in 1911. This total was made up as follows: — 














Letters, Post Cards 7 
Book Packets. ° Pareels. 
Registered 
Ordinary. and Ordinary. | Insured. 
Insured. 

: ——— 
Received from United Kingdom.,.| 401,308 , 9,281 22,478 | 1,951 
Despatched to United Kingdom .,.| 289,816 , 27,822 2,015 162 
Received from West African | 134,259 16,174 6,927 16 

Colonies. { ' 
Despatched to West African! 121,575 9,737 2,530 12 

Colonies. 

Internal... oe axe we | 469,368 40,4384 10,787 — 
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The money order transactions numbered 12,456, and amounted 
to £151,469. A comparison with the figures of the previous year 
shows a decrease in number of 276, but an increase in value of 
£17,832 :—— 


























1911. 1912, 
Number. | Amount | Number. /Amount. 
| 
£ £ 
Received from United Kingdom... 380 1,913 431 1,963 
Despatched to United Kingdom ... 4,001 34,628 3,879 34,167 
Received from West African 278 2,998 449 4,159 
Colonies. 
Despatched to West African 481 4,309 577 5,664 
Colonies. | 
Internal... 0 ues | 7,592 | 89,789 7,120 | 105,516 
Total ... _ ane 12,732 133,637 12,456 | 151,469 
| . 








A marked increase was shown in the postal order transactions. 
48,846 orders, amounting to £29,609, were issued, and 35,015 
orders, amounting to £23,719, were paid during the year. Com- 
pared with 1911, 11,233 more, of the value of £7,412, were 
issued, and 7,945, of the value of £5,126, were paid. 

The postal revenue totalled £9,548, an increase of 8 per cent. 
when compared with 1911. The customs duty collected in respect 
of parcels amounted to £2,762, and £3,482 was received as 
interest on the Savings Bank investments. £2,305 was collectéd 
by the Post Office in respect of Inland Revenue services. 

The expenditure amounted to £12,122, an increase of 7 per 
cent. over 1911. A sum of £2,162 was paid.as interest to 
Savings Bank depositors. ; 

The only land line telegraph in Sierra Leone is under the 
control of the Railway Department. The head office is at Water 
Street, Freetown, and a combined telegraph and telephone 
service is in operation between Freetown and Pendembu (227$ 
miles from Freetown). There are two important transmitting 
centres, (1) at Boia, 644 miles, and (2) at Bo, 186 miles up the 
line, also two sub-transmitting stations, viz., (a) at Songo Town, 
whence messages are telephoned to and from Port Lokko and 
Mabanta (Imperial Government military lines), and (b) at Mano, 
from where the railway telegraph lines branch to Bendu 
(Sherbro), whence telegrams are carried to and from Bonthe and 
York Island by boat services. 

There is a similar combined telegraph and telephone service 
between Boia Junction and Yonnibanna, a distance of about 37 
miles, on the Makump branch line.” There is also a telegraph 
station at Serabu, on the Mano-Bendu line, to serve the districts 
round Sumbuya and Mafwe. 

Telegrams from any part of the Colony and Protectorate can be 
sent to all parts of the world from any railway station through 
the West African Direct Telegraph Company in Freetown. The 
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telegraphic rate between England and Sierra Leone is 3s. 2d. a 
word; and the deferred rate system at half cost is also in opera- 
tion. 

The revenue derived from the railway telegraph department 
in 1912 was £2,123, as compared with £2,060 in 1911. 

There are small telephone services in Freetown connecting 
certain Government offices with each other and with Hill Station ; 
and the institution of a central telephone exchange serving the 
whole Colony is now under consideration. 


IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


During the year Mr. G. B. Haddon Smith, C.M.G., who had 
been Colonial Secretary of the Colony since 1901, was promoted 
to the Governorship of the Bahamas; and Mr. A. C. Hollis, 
C.M.G., Secretary for Native Affairs in the British Mast Africa 
Protectorate, was appointed to succeed him. 

The labours of the Anglo-Liberian Boundary Commission 
unfortunately proved abortive, but its work has since been 
resumed. 

With the exception of a slight disturbance in the Konnoh 
section of the Railway District, which arose out of the reluctance 
of certain towns to pay the House Tax, the attitude of the natives 
towards the administration and generally has been pacific and 
satisfactory. 

Railways. 


The main line of the Sierra Leone Government Railway extends 
from Freetown (Water Street terminus) to Pendembu, a distance 
of 2274 miles. 

There is a brauch line from Boia Junction to Yonnibanna, a 
distance of 362 miles. An extension of this line northward to 
Makump was commenced in 1910 and was approaching comple- 
tion in December last. It has been decided to continue it across 
the Rokelle river in the direction of Makene, a town in the 
Karene District about 14 miles beyond that river; and construc- 
tion has already commenced. When completed, the total length 
of the branch line from Boia Junction will be about 83 miles, and 
it will reach the heart of one of the richest palm belts of the 
Protectorate. 

A mountain line, 52 miles long, runs from Freetown to Hill 
Station. This Station stands 800 feet above sea level. 

There are also short branch lines connecting the terminus with 
the Government Wharf, Government Quarry (Public Works 
Department) and the Recreation Ground. 

The gauge of all the lines is 2 feet 6 inches. 

The total number of stations and flag stations is 52. 

Working expenses amounted to £75,490, and the earnings to 
£141,844, showing a net revenue of £66,354. This result must 
be regarded as satisfactory, as it indicates a yield of about 54 
per cent. on the capital expenditure. In 1911 the earnings 
amounted to £107,320, and the net revenue to £37,817. 
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A sum of £26,902 was spent on ‘‘ Capital Works,” and the 
allocation of working expenditure was as follows :— 








£ 
Way and Works ie ve 22,462 
Locomotive, Carriage and Wagon ... 28,856 
Traffic... ne es Pes ... 14,999 
General ... ae ee Bee .. 9,188 
75,490 
1911. 1912. 
Total number of passengers ... 339,332 382,485 
Goods; tonnage se ... 65,540 61,918 
Train miles... ees -.. 261,056 299,601 
: s. dy s. d. 
Receipts per train mile ... 8 2°94 9 5°63 
Working expenses per open and train mile :— 
1911. 1912. 
£ os. d. £ os. d. 
Per open mile ... 272 0 6°82 295 9 25 
Per train mile ths 0 5 419 0 5 25 
1911. 1912. 
Rolling Stock :— 
Locomotive engines... i = 34 
Coaching vehicles ae gan’ 2 BY a 
Goods vehicles fe aa LO a 
—- 274 
Breakdown vaus . veo 2 
Breakdown travelling crane ... — 1 
Roads. 


Certain reinforced concrete bridges and a number of concrete 
culverts were coustructed on various Colony roads in the neigh- 
bourhood of Freetown. Six miles of new road were constructed, 
and the main road from Freetown to Hill Station was widened 
and its surface improved. 

Maintenance work was continued on the roads in the Protec- 
torate. The surface of the Blama-Boagibu road was strengthened 
for a length of about two miles from Blama by putting on a 
layer of broken syenite. ‘Transport by hand-truck was practicable 
on the road during the entire rainy season; and this mode of 
transport is also in vogue over part of the Hangha-Panguma road. 

Some of the more important second-class roads were also 
improved, the chiefs supplying the labour and the Government 
supplying tools and also a small proportion of the supervision 
of the work. 

Maintenance of the third-class roads continued as usual under 
the supervision of the District Commissioners, and some of these 
roads were extended. 

A separate Roads Department has now been established with 
effect from the ist January, 1913, and the European staff has 
been increased. 
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Public Works. 


Freetown and neighbourhood.—During the year under review 
good progress was made in the construction of the new Law 
Courts and of the new Freetown Prison, while the Government 
Model School was brought to completion. In the grounds of the 
latter a manual training school with a store and an office for the 
headmaster were also built. 

The Government printing office was altered and enlarged to 
accommodate new machinery. 

Five additional stone bungalows were built as quarters for 
certain of the European staff. 

The large reservoir at Hill Station was lined with bitumen 
sheeting protected by a layer of concrete; and a subsidiary dam 
was constructed to increase the dry weather supply to the Hill 
Station main. 

The Quarantine Station at Cape Sierra Leone was renovated 
and improved. 

Bonthe.—-The shore span of the jetty was re-constructed, the 
old concrete pillars and wooden deck being replaced by steel 
screw piles and a concrete decking. 

Protectorate.— Work was begun at Pujehun on the Government 
buildings required on the transfer to that town from Bandajuma 
of the headquarters of the Northern Sherbro District. 

At Bo a number of water tanks were erected for the Nuropean 
quarters, while at Daru certain improvements were effected in 
the quarters and other buildings of the West African Frontier 


Foree. 


Commercial and General Outlook. 


The year under review ‘proved one of satisfactory progress and 
prosperity in the various departments of the administration and 
in the condition of the people generally. As to the latter, a 
partial reservation should perhaps be made in respect of the 
Northern Sherbro District, in a portion of which the native tribal 
administration was somewhat disorganised owing to the unrest 
arising from the action taken by the Government with a view 
to repress the activities of the Human Leopard Society. That 
unrest is, however, only of a local and, it is hoped, of a temporary 
character. 

The newly formed Agricultural and Forestry Departments have 
now settled down firmly to the furtherance of their several 
interests; and the advent of European firms engaged in the 
exploitation of farm and forest produce is a growing feature 
of the Protectorate. 

Many up-country trading stations are conducting a flourishing 
business; education is making an appreciable advance, while 
missionary enterprise has so far extended already that the 
ecclesiastical authorities have determined on the institution of a 
Protectorate archidiaconate. 

Although the financial prosperity of Sierra Leone remains as 
ever inseparably bound up with the scale of prices which her 
products can command in the European markets, both retrospect 
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on the past and a judicious estimate of existing conditions enable 
one to look forward to the future with reasonable satisfaction and 
confidence. 

A. C. Horizis, 


Colonial Secretary. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
Sth July, 1918. 


APPENDIX A. 


Statement showing the importation of spirits into Sierra Leone 
during the five years ended 31st December, 1912. 





Quan-| p,_ |Revenue| 
derived 
from 
duties. 


Year. Duty chargeable. Explanation. 


Tmports in 
gallons at 
100° Tralleg, 





£ 
1908 | 805,233 | 43,244 | 70,558 | From ist January, 1906, 4s. | Value of spiritim- | — 
the Imperial gallon, and | ports amounted 
from 14th August, 1908, 5s. | to 5:81 per cent. 
the Imperial gallon or part | of whole inward 
thereof not exceeding 50| trade, including 
degrees by Tralles’ Alco-| specie. 
holometer, together with a 
further sum of one penny 
for each unit per centum 
of pure alcohol above 50 
| per centum. 
| 46,054 | 83,416 | Asabove ... see + | Value of spirit im- - 
ports amounted 
to 4°73 per cent. 
of whole inward 
trade, including 
specie. 
1910 | 413,791 | 59,281 | 111,930 | Asabove  ... ae «» | Value of spirit im- - 
e ports amounted 
to 5°09 per cent. 
of whole inward 
trade, including 
specie. 
1911 | 457,911 | 76,144 | 120,736 | Asabove ... ... ... | Walue of spiritim- | — 
: ports amounted 
to 6-01 per cent. 
of whole inward 
trade, including 
specie. 
1912 | 626,061 | 89,590 | 160,543 | As above till 4th March, | Value of spirit im- | 288,022 
1912, From thatdate 5s.6d.| ports amounted 
the Imperial gallon not | to 6°29 per cent, 
exceeding 50 degrees by | of whole inward 
Tralles’ Alcoholometer, | trade, including 
and for every degree or | specie. 
part of a degree in excess 
of such strength an addi- 
tional duty of 2)d. rer 
Imperial gallon, For every 
degree below such strength 
a reduction of 14d. per 
Imperial gallon, Mini- 
mum duty 4s. 6d. per 
Imperial gallon. 


1909 | 303,537 























* The quantity actually taken into consumption is shown for each year. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be ‘obtained from the sources 
indicated on the title page :— 














ANNUAL. 
Colony, &c. Year. 
Fiji... ” 1911 
Bechuanaland “Protectorate os 1911-1912 
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NORTHERN TERRITORIES 
OF THE GOLD COAST. 


(For Report for 1911, see No. 722.) 


Tur Governor to Tue Secrerary or Srare. 


Government House, 
Accra, 
14th July, 1913. 


Str, 

I have the honour to transmit herewith the Annual 
Report on the Northern Territories for the year 1912, which has 
been prepared by the Chief Commissioner, Captain C. H. 
Armitage, C.M.G., D.S.O. 

2. The revenue of the Protectorate amounted to £2,994, being a 
net increase of £568 as compared with that of 1911. 

3. The expenditure for 1912 amounted to £78,894, a sum ex- 
ceeding the expenditure for 1911 by £18,809. 

4. It is satisfactory to note that a steady increase is to be 
observed in the trade carried on between the Northern Territories 
and the Colony vid Ashanti, and, to a minor extent, between the 
Protectorate and Togoland. The use of native robes of European 
manufacture is reported to be rapidly spreading among the 
inhabitants of the Protectorate, which is satisfactory as indicating 
that a higher standard of living is becoming more general among 
a people who, for the first time in their history, are making 
acquaintance with the blessings of security and peace. 

5. The only exports of any considerable value are the cattle, a 
steady stream of which are driven from the Northern Territories 
to Kumasi, whither also a certain number of sheep and a few 
score of horses are annually conveyed for sale. For the rest, the 
resources of the Northern Territories, so far as is at present known, 
are purely agricultural; and the possibilities of an export trade in 


(31294—2, Wt, 35104—688, 1125&90, 9/13. D&S, A2 


4 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


agricultural produce being developed hang on the two questions 
of labour and transport. At the present time the young men of 
the Protectorate can amass far more money by seeking work in 
the Colony for a few years than by any use to which they could 
put their energies while continuing to reside and work in their 
own country during a much more prolonged period. 

Many years will elapse, and many changes will have to be 
wrought in the existing circumstances of the Protectorate, before’ 
agricultural enterprises on at all a considerable scale can be here 
undertaken with any prospect of financial success. The cost of 
transport of produce to the coast is prohibitive, and would devour 
the profits which any agricultural venture could reasonably be 
expected to yield. As an agricultural country, moreover, there 
are no grounds for believing that the Northern Territories stand 
possessed of any natural advantages which are not equalled or 
surpassed by the large undeveloped areas still available in the 
Colony and in Ashanti. It is therefore to be anticipated that the 
economic progress of the Northern Territories is certain to be slow, 
and that for, it is probable, many decades to come, the expenditure 
will continue to be out of all proportion to the revenue. 


6. The success of the administration of the Northern Terri- 
tories, however, is not, I submit, to be judged by the returns of 
revenue or expenditure, nor yet by trade statistics. A population 
which is probably considerably in excess of the 361,806 shown in 
the census returns for 1911 has been rescued from the tyranny of 
slave-raiders, from the horrors of frequent inter-tribal warfare, 
and from the miseries and privations which these things brought 
in their train. The very meaning of security and peace has only 
during the past few years dawned upon these people; and already, 
as a study of Captain Armitage’s Report will show, the native 
population is “finding itself.” The people come and go freely 
without fear of molestation. The chiefs are being taught to 
realise their powers and their responsibilities, and are ranging 
themselves, it is satisfactory to note, on the side of law and order. 
Serious crime is decreasing, and that at a time when our officers 
are annually getting into closer and closer touch with the natives, 
and crime is therefore more easily detected, and less easy to 
conceal, 

I submit that a rich and prosperous Colony, such as the Gold 
Coast, can be content to have a share in the furtherance of work 
of this character, and has no reason to grudge the expenditure, 
far in excess of the revenue, which it is now, and for many years 
to come will continue to be, called upon to provide, in order that 
this work may be allowed to go forward without check or 
interruption. 

7. Turning now to matters of smaller importance, it is satis- 
factory to note that the nickel coinage recently introduced has 
rapidly become popular; and this, I venture to think, may be 
regurded as a good augury for the success of the new silver 
coinage throughout the Gold Coast Colony and its dependencies. 


8. In spite of a greatly decreased rainfall, the harvest was 
generally good; and some progress has been made by the British 
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Cotton Growing Association in spreading among the native 
population a knowledge of cotton cultivation, and in providing 
the peasantry with seed. 


9. The health of the European officers employed in the Northern 
Territories was not so good in 1912 as it was in 1911; but where 
so small a total number is in question, the fluctuations of the 
health statistics from year to year are certain to be violent, and to 
such fluctuations no special significance is ordinarily to be 
attached. 

10. As the Chief Commissioner points out, lack of adequate 
transport facilities is the main difficulty with which the Northern 
Territories have to contend. It must be remembered, however, 
that a similar lack is acutely felt, not only in the Northern 
Territories, but even in the more developed and, comparatively 
speaking, accessible districts of the Colony itself; and until the 
Colony and Ashanti have been thoroughly opened up and 
developed, the Northern Territories must be content to await their 
turn. For a long time to come, therefore, any idea of the con- 
struction of extensive public works designed to render the 
Northern Territories more accessible must be suffered to stand 
over; and the Government of the Dependency must be content to 
confine its energies, in the matter of public works, to the improve- 
ment of a few main routes, such as, for instance, the construction 
of the piece of road through the difficult swamp between Yeji 
and Makongo, which has recently been approved, and the upkeep 
of chief’s roads throughout the Northern Territories through the 
agency of the chief’s and their people. 

11. It is satisfactory to note that the topographical survey of 
the Northern Territories is making good progress. The Director 
of Surveys has recently submitted for my inspection a specimen 
of a portion of the completed map, which is an excellent piece of 
work. 

12. The paragraphs dealing with Administration and with 
Native Affairs, and in a lesser degree those which relate to 
Judicial Statistics are, perhaps, the most interesting in the 
Report. In them is to be found an indication of the nature and 
results of the fine work which is being done in the Northern 
Territories by Captain Armitage, Major Irvine, and their 
colleagues and subordinates,—work the value and effect of which 
I have attempted to describe in paragraph 5 of this Despatch. 





T have, &c., 


Hues Currrorp, 
Governor. 


The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 
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ANNUAL REPORT ON THE NORTHERN TERRITORIES 
FOR 1912. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The total revenue collected in the Northern Territories during 
1912 amounted to £2,994, being an increase of £568 compared 
with previous year. 

The following comparative statement gives the increase or 
decrease in the year’s revenue under all heads compared with 
1911:— 





























] 
Head. 1911. 1912, Increase. | Decrease. 
| 
£ £ £ £ 
Ferry Tolls 722 987 265 _ 
Hunting Licences a 3 55 47 _ 8 
Court Fines and Fees ... | 438 | 415 — 23 
Market and Slaughter House 457 | 452 — 5 
Fees. H ees 
Sale of Live Stock ... nee 21 50 29 — 
Sale of Stamps, &e. ... sce! 182 438 256 - 
Spirit Licences ... ate 10 10 _ _ 
Beer and Wine Licences eh 5 5 _— _ 
Firearms and Ammunition 414 390 _ 24 
Licences. \ 
Miscellaneous | 98 176 78 — 
Rents from Government Lands | 24 24 a _ 
—. ‘ 
Total | 2,426 2,994 628 60 
| 
£ 
Increase .. see ae ae ae aoe 628 
Deduct Decrease ose ase ove oo 60 
Net Increase... nee owe ose 568 


The following comparative statement gives the expenditure 
charged against the Northern Territories under various heads in 
1912, compared with the previous year, 1911:— 
































Head. 1911. 1912. | Increase.|Decrease, 
£ £ £ 
Printing Office 1,349 1,584 235 _ 
Treasury : on ane te 504 404 ep 100 
Customs... wee ad 514 386 _- | 128 
Customs Preventive Services ee ead 2,473 1,592 _ 881 
Post and Telegraphs ... wee aes 859 931 72 + 
Transport Department ... ase see 697 691 -— | 6 
Medical ae an on oe toe 7,355 7,903 5485 
Sanitation . ees sos ass 1,617 886 — 731 
Veterinary ... ave ae oes ae 276 292 16 
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| | 
Head. 1911. | 1912. |Increase. |Decreasc. 
£ £ £ £ 
Education ... aes vee see aaa 270 587 317 _ 
Agriculture... wee ae yes a 1,242 1,604 362 — 
Forestry... ae 179 266 87 _ 
Gold Coast Regiment, WARE. a 5,396 5,768 372 — 
Northern Territories = a ee | 27,252 | 30,400 3,148 _ 
Constabulary, N.T. we { 11,096 | 11,283 187 _ 
Ashanti and N.T. Roads Department eee —- 11,751 | 11,751 _ 
Public Works Department aes os 387 881 494 — 
Public Works Annually Recurrent... 449 458 9 _ 
Public Works Extraordinary... a 2,666 1,227 _ 1,439 
Post and Telegraphs Extraordinary... 504 _ = 504 
Total ... one oe «+ | 65,085 | 78,894 | 17,598 | 3,789 
£ 
Increase one oe se ve» 17,598 
Deduct Decrease oe ae es ss, 5 3;789. 
Net Increase ... ae Os + 13,809 





In June last a nickel coinage of three denominations—one 
penny, one half-penny, and one-tenthof a penny—was introduced 
into the Protectorate, and has proved to be an unqualified success. 
It is extremely popular with the natives, and the fears expressed 
by several officers that its circulation would seriously affect the 
native cowrie currency, and that the Government might be called 
upon eventually to compensate the holders of that currency, on 
account of its having been ousted from the markets by the nickel 
coinage, have proved to be without foundation; in fact, the nickel 
coinage has fixed automatically the value of the cowrie, which, 
prior to the introduction of the former, had a rate of exchange that 
fluctuated between 200 to 300 cowries for threepence. Cowries 
are now readily exchanged at the rate of 100 for one penny, and 
will remain on the market for some years to come as many articles 
are sold there for five cowries. This currency is also used in 
payment for “‘ head-money ’’ on marriage. 

Natives now go to market with their money strung, necklace 
fashion, round their necks, and the nickel has completely super- 
seded the unpopular and insanitary bronze coinage. No more of 
the latter should be issued. 





Il.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports and Exports. 

Although trade statistics are kept at stations situated on the 
principal trade routes in this Dependency, the figures so obtained 
cannot pretend to represent accurately the volume of trade in 
imports or exports. This is to be accounted for by the facts that 
the registration of live stock and trade goods is voluntary, and 
that many trade routes—notably that from the north through 
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Daboya to Kintampo—do not pass through any provincial or 
district stations. A general increase in imports is reported by the 
Commissioners. 

These consist principally of cotton and woollen goods, silk 
handkerchiefs and lengths, hardware, haberdashery, beads, brass 
rods, tobacco, tinned provisions, and kola nuts from Ashanti. 

The figures available show a total of 229,750} loads registered 
in 1912, as against 165,3184 in 1911, an increase of 64,432 loads ; 
but, as already stated, these figures cannot be relied on, and it is 
estimated that if the large number of caravans that passed up and 
down country during the year—travelling in most cases by night— 
had been registered, the number of loads recorded this year would 
have been increased by one-third. There was an increase of 
26,651 in the number of cattle driven through the Protectorate 
during the year, but a decrease of 6,908 in the number of sheep. 
A large number of cattle, said to go into Togoland from the 
Northern Territories, are driven down the excellent road con- 
structed along the left bank of the Volta River to Senchi, where 
they re-enter the Colony. 

The only other increase that calls for comment, is that of 4,0834 
in the number of loads of shea butter. 

A large decrease—24,188 loads—is shown under the heading 
‘“Donkey Loads, Miscellaneous,’? but I believe that donkey 
transport is, if anything, on the increase, and that the figures 
available are quite misleading. These are only quoted for com- 
parison with those contained in the Annual Report on Ashanti. 

Until the necessary stimulus in the shape of transport facilities 
is provided, the native of this Dependency cannot be expected to 
exploit economic resources for which there is no market. He 
therefore contented himself in the past with providing for his own 
and his family’s immediate needs. 

In justice to him, it must be remembered that, before the 
occupation of his country by the white man, he lived in an 
atmosphere of insecurity, owing to the bands of slave-raiders, 
whose periodical incursions left in their wake a devastated country. 

It is gratifying to be able to state that since the first Annual 
Report on the Northern Territories for the year 1901* was written, 
when it was stated that ‘“‘a considerable amount of looting took 
place within a radius of 30 miles of Gambaga, frequent raids 
being made for the acquisition of women, children, and cattle,” an. 
increasing sense of security has caused the native to emerge 
gradually from the state of lethargy into which he had fallen, 
until to-day he fully realizes the blessing of peace, and only needs 
encouragement to prosecute such industries as this country— 
which, as far as we know at present, is purely agricultural— 
affords. 

Live stock (cattle, sheep, goats, and poultry) are exported in 
large numbers, and shea butter, the product of the nut or kernel 
of Butyrospermum Parkii,and“dawa-dawa,” a food prepared from 
the seed pods of Parkia filicoidea, find a ready market in Ashanti 
and the Colony, and, with a cheap transport service, could be 
worked up into flourishing and remunerative industries. Fish, 





* Colonial Report (Annual) No. 357 [Cd. 788-27]. 
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caught in the Volta River and sun-dried, are also exported, but 
this industry is in the hands of coast natives, chiefly of the Bator 
tribe, who come up the river and encamp on its banks during the 
annual fishing season. 

The Commissioner of the Southern Province writes as follows : — 

“‘ With regard to imports, it is satisfactory to note that there 
has been a large increase in the number of loads of European cloth 
and kola nuts imported from Ashanti. The imports of 
miscellaneous goods from Togoland also show an increase, but 
this increase, and the total imports from that country, are insigni- 
ficant compared with similar imports from Ashanti. 

““The turnover in Messrs. Paul Hutter & Company’s store at 
Tamale, shows a decrease of £69, compared with the previous 
year. This is accounted for by the reduction in the number 
of artisans employed by the Public Works Department during the 
year under review, and to the increasing number of local native 
traders dealing direct with Coomassie. There is also a decrease 
reported in sales in the European store at Salaga; this is attributed 
by the District Commissioner to the very small stock kept in 
the store. 

“Tamale Port continues to increase in importance as a trading 
centre. Twelve new compounds have been built during the year, 
and applications for eighteen additional sites have been made, 2.e., 
twelve in the native and six in the Salt Traders’ sections of the 
town respectively. In addition, four compounds are being built 
on a site selected for the Hausa Zongo. 

“The number of bags of Ada salt landed at Tamale Port, 
amounted to 10,812, being an increase of 6,520 compared with the 
previous year. 

“The number of petty traders, who import goods from 
Coomassie, via Kintampo, is increasing; and, from native report, 
it would appear that the amount of shea butter brought to Tamale 
Port is also increasing steadily. 

“In May, a representative of the Chief Odonkor, of Kpong, 
having obtained the necessary permission, brought a consignment 
of 320 kegs of gunpowder and 197 dane guns for sale to Tamale, 
vid the River Volta to Tamale Port. Of this consignment, 99 
kegs of gunpowder and 53 dane guns have been sold at Tamale; 
und 55 kegs of gunpowder and 20 guns have been sent to Wa for 
sale. 

““Two native traders were also given permission to introduce 
and sell gunpowder and dane guns at Bole.’’ 

The Acting Commissioner of the North-Eastern Province 
reports an increase in the amount of trade passing through Navarro 
and Zouaragu, but a decrease in that of Gambaga and Bawku. 

The Commissioner, North-Western Province, states : — 

“But little trade comes from the north through Lorha, and 
caravans are not checked there. There is, however, a considerable 
amount that goes to and from the Lorha and other Lobi markets 
from the south, which is checked passing through Wa. 

‘* Since the opening of Tumu, caravans that have tickets issued 
at that station are not included in the returns given as passing 
through Wa, consequently the Wa return, since July, when Tumu 
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was opened, cannot be compared with previous years unless the 
Tumu totals are added. No extra clerical assistance is allowed 
for this work, and what it entails is shown by the figures. 

“Tn the local markets, an improvement is reported from Lorha, 
where more cloth, hardware, and other imported goods are being 
sold than formerly. 

“Some new country markets have been opened, principally at 
Bo and Samoa, both of whieh villages are on caravan routes to 
Wa and the Southwards that avoid Tumu. 

“ ivery year it is noticeable that cloths are coming more into 
use in the country generally, apart from towns where there are 
stations. 

“From all parts of the province, particularly Lobi and Dagarti, 
there is an increased number of young men going down to 
Coomassie to work. In many cases, these men go down with a 
small load of millet or maize for their consumption, and without 
money or clothes. What money they earn and can save is brought 
back in the shape of trade goods. 

“These men go down as soon as the harvest is ripe, and, for the 
most part, return in time to plant the next year’s crops.”’ 


Agriculture. 


In spite of the comparatively small rainfall, the agricultural 
owilook has been, on the whole, satisfactory, as the following 
reports by the Commissioners of the three Provinces will show :— 


Southern Province. 


“In the Tamale district—especially in the villages which 
supply the Tamale and neighbouring markets with yams, guinea 
corn, millet, beans, rice, etc—more land has been put under 
cultivation than in previous years. In consequence, although the 
rainfall was below the average, there has been an ample supply 
of foodstuffs exposed for sale to meet all demands.’’ 


The District Commissioner, Salaga, reports, ‘‘ that the amount 
of ground under cultivation, as far as can be ascertained, is 
slightly larger than last year. Owing to a very small rainfall 
during the year the crops suffered in consequence, and the yams 
are not up to their usual size and weight. 

** Practically no cotton is grown in the Salaga district; the main 
foodstuffs grown are: —Yams, guinea corn, maize, millet, cassada, 
ground-nuts and beans.”’ 





The District Commissioner, Bole, reports that ‘‘ a small amount 
of rubber is found in the north-eastern corner of the district. 

Farming is on a very small scale, only enough food being 
cultivated to meet the actual requirements of the people. At 
times there is difficulty in obtaining sufficient food in Bole. The 
Chiefs have been repeatedly advised to increase their farms, but 
little notice is taken of it. The sheabutter tree is widely dis- 
tributed over the whole district, and a great deal of use is made 
of it by the natives. Were transport available, there ought to be 
a considerable trade done in this valuable product.” 
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North-Eastern Province. 


“‘The harvests this year were good. Slightly more land is 
under cultivation in Zouaragu to meet the local demands. Round 
Gambaga the farms are reported to be larger this year. 

“Millet, guinea corn, and beans are the staple food of the 
country. 

“‘Next in importance come the small fra-fra potatoes, then 
ground-nuts. Then come a small quantity of sweet potatoes. 

““Mealies are getting more popular, but are still far behind; 
and from enquiry at Navarro, I could only hear of three farmers 
who grew rice. 

“No one at Navarro will grow yams, because their fathers did 
not do so, although at Chichulliga, eight miles south-west of 
Navarro towards the Kanjarga country, yams are grown with 
perfect success.” 


North-Western Province. 


“The rainy season was not a heavy one and ceased after the 
first week in October. It was feared at one time that sufficient 
rain had not fallen to ensure a good harvest, but these fears 
proved unfounded and throughout the Province a fair average 
harvest has been reaped. 

“Tt is satisfactory to know that larger areas are being planted 
in the Lorha District where it is reported that ‘ corn was brought 
into the market without any trouble right up to the harvest, 
while in former years it was difficult to get corn in the market 
as early as April.’ ”’ 

Agricultural Station, Tamale.—A Report on the Government 
Agricultural Station at Tamale has been submitted by the 
Agriculturalist to the Director of Agriculture. 

Cotton seed, cassava, ginger, sweet potatoes, rice, and fibre 
were distributed from the station to the local chiefs for planting 
on their farms, and a large number of ornamental and shade 
trees were despatched to outstations and planted out in Tamale. 

A stock farm was started during the year in connection with 
the Agricultural Station and numbered 23 head of Moshi and 
Dagomba cattle at the end of the year. Pleuro-pneumonia, 
probably introduced by some Moshi cattle obtained from French 
country, accounted for the death of several beasts. 

Bullocks have been employed for ploughing and carting on 
the station. 


The British Cotton Growing Association—As a result of the 
efforts of the Association’s energetic manager, Mr. A. H. Emery, 
who travelled for 120 days during the year, and everywhere 
addressed meetings of chiefs, headmen and farmers, when some 
2,500 lbs. of cotton seed were distributed among, and planted by, 
the natives, the Dagombas have taken an increased interest in 
cotton growing. 

The Cotton Growing Association sent a representative to Tamale 
in 1909, and, on his recommendation decided to establish there. 
In that year one 240 lb. bale of lint was despatched to England; 
in 1910 six bales, and in 1911 ten bales were exported. It is 
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anticipated that this season’s purchases of cotton will be more 
than double those of the previous year. Two thousand five 
hundred pounds of cotton seed are being despatched to the north- 
eastern and north-western provinces for distribution among the 
natives, and should result in largely increased purchases of 
cotton by the association. 

Industries.—Apart from agriculture, native industries are con- 
fined to the production of articles for local use or wear. Service- 
able cloths are woven from native cotton yarn, and pottery, 
baskets, mats, rope, saddlery and leather goods, brass ornaments, 
and iron hoe- and axe-heads are manufactured. 

The dyeing of native cloths and cotton goods and smelting of 
iron from the ore give employment to natives in various parts of 
the Protectorate, and salt is produced by evaporation at Daboya. 

Gunpowder is manufactured in Grunshi, but does not possess 
a high point of ignition. 

Minerals.—Gold-bearing quartz and alluvial deposits have been 
found in the neighbourhood of Wa and in the Bole district, and 
a certain amount of prospecting was done in 1902 and succeeding 
years, but lack of transport facilities debarred the undertaking 
of mining operations on a large scale. 

Coal is stated to have been found along the right bank of the 
White Volta river below Daboya. 

During the second tour undertaken by the Chief Commissioner 
during the year he showed everywhere samples of stream tin 
from Northern Nigeria, and offered a reward of £10 to any 
native who discovered and brought in to the local Commissioner 
similar specimens. The samples thus shown aroused the greatest 
interest, and, it is hoped, may lead to the discovery of tin-bearing 
areas in the northern parts of the Protectorate. 





ITI.—LEGISLATION. 


Two Ordinances were enacted by the Governor during the ye.r 
under review. 

Ordinance No. 1 of 1912 amended the Northern Territories 
Constabulary Ordinance of 1906 by granting the award by the 
Secretary of State of silver medals for distinguished conduct in 
the field to non-commissioned officers and constables of the 
Northern Territories Constabulary upon special recommendation. 

Ordinance No. 2 of 1912 further amended “ The Northern 
Territories Administration Ordinance, 1902’’ by applying ‘‘ The 
Marriage Ordinance, 1884’ (No. 14 of 1884); ‘‘ The Infectious 
Diseases Ordinance, 1908’’ (No. 2 of 1908), and ‘‘ The Distilla- 
tion of Spirits Prohibition Ordinance, 1912”? (No. 12 of 1912), to 
the Protectorate. 

Rules under Section 23 (9) of the Northern Territories Ad- 
ministration Ordinance (No. 1 of 1902) were made by the Chief 
Commissioner and approved by the Governor, as follows :— 

(i.) Rules made on the 16th May, 1912, revoking rules made 
with respect to the Government ferry at Yeji on the 22nd 
November, 1910, and substituting a reduced scale of ferry tolls. 
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(ii.) Rules made on the 16th September, 1912, amending the 
above-mentioned rules by the insertion of a Rule permitting 
natives residing in Yeji and Tunga villages to be ferried both 
ways across the Volta on the same day on payment of a single 
toll of 3d. 

Rules under Section 23 (18) of the same Ordinance were also 
made on the 4th September, 1912, amending those made on the 
20th December, 1911, with respect to the introduction of goods 
and merchandise into the Northern Territories. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


The Government Primary School, opened at Tamale in March, 
1909, has more than justified its establishment, and the pupils 
continue to make excellent progress in their respective standards. 

There was an average daily attendance of 74 as against 56 in 
1911, and the capacity of the school building is severely taxed. 
Many of the local chiefs have sent boys to the school, while 
other pupils are the sons of well-to-do natives from the Coast. 
While I was on tour in the North-Eastern Province, the Fra-Fra’ 
Chief of Nangodi gave me an intelligent boy to be educated at 
the Tamale school. Two boys were sent to the technical school 
at Accra in November, making a total of five Northern Terri- 
tories boys who are finishing their education at that institution. 
It was with great difficulty, and only after their parents’ au- 
thority was invoked, that the boys were persuaded to undertake 
the journey to the Coast, and the pupils infinitely preferred the 
idea of being attached to the agricultural station at Tamale, 
with a view to being given regular employment under the 
Government as native travelling instructors in agriculture. 
Three of the more advanced pupils now attend the agricultural 
station, and three, the Cotton Growing Association’s ginnery, in 
the mornings, continuing their school studies in the afternoon. 
It is hoped that the latter will be given permanent employment 
by the Association. 

The Government school at Gambaga was provided with a 
teacher and opened in April. The average daily attendance has 
been 14—11 local, and 3 Coast boys. 

The Commissioner of the North-Western Province and the 
District Commissioner, Bole, ask that Government schools may 
be opened at Wa and Bole respectively, and both predict a large 
attendance if this is done. 

The Roman Catholic Mission (Péres Blancs) established at 
Navarro gives an elementary education to some thirty boys, who 
live in the Mission station. Little, if any, progress has been made 
in this respect since I first inspected the Mission in June, 1911; 
the most valuable instruction being the teaching of English, 
which is the only language allowed to be used by the boys during 
working hours. 

A workshop was attached to the school, but, owing to the death 
in 1910 of the father in whose charge it was, it has been closed, 
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and, as there is little or no demand for carpentry work in the 
North-Eastern Province, I do not think that this is to be re- 
eretted. The fathers have acquired a plot of land from the 
Government, which they intend to use for Agricultural purposes, 
and for the instruction of their pupils in agriculture. 

Mohammedans are scattered throughout the Dependency, and, 
at towns where they congregate, and where there is a Malam in 
residence, children are taught elementary reading and writing 
in Arabic, and to repeat by heart passages from the Koran. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


There are Government hospitals at Tamale, Salaga, Bole, 
Navarro, Bawku, Gambaga, Zouaragu, Wa, Lorha and Tumu, 
which the natives attended during the year in slightly increasing 
numbers. 

The Agricultural Station opened at Tamale in 1909 is referred 
to under “ Agriculture.” 

Government schools have been opened at Tamale and Gambaga. 

Officers are supplied with boxes of vegetable seeds each quarter 
for use in the Government gardens established at all stations. 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Northern Territories Constabulary. 


This fine force maintained its reputation for discipline and 
general efficiency throughout the year. There was no change in 
the organisation of the force during the year, except as provided 
by the Northern Territories Constabulary (Amendment) Ordi- 
nance No. 1 of 1912. 

Detachments of 25 non-commissioned officers and men, and 
15 non-commissioned officers and men, were placed at the re- 
opened district stations of Tumu and Yeji respectively, and, as a 
consequence of this drain on the strength of the Constabulary, 
the Zouaragu detachment had to be reduced and ceased to be an 
independent unit from the Ist October. 

Constabulary lines were completed at Bawku and the building 
of new lines commenced at Tumu and Yeji. 

Sergeant-Major Egala Grunshi was presented with a silver 
medal for distinguished conduct in the field during the military 
operations in the Tong Hills in March, 1911, by the late Governor 
when he visited Tamale in May. 

Prisons—The Central Prison at Tamale is in charge of the 
Provincial Medical Officer, and a native keeper of prison, with 
the following staff :— 

One first and two second class warders, and an average number 
of fifteen temporary warders. 
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All long sentence prisoners undergo their terms of imprison- 
ment in this prison, instead of being transferred to one of the 
central prisons in the Colony. 

The total number of prisoners undergoing sentence in Tamale 
prison during the year was seventy-five, of whom three escaped; 
one being recaptured. The daily average number of convicts 
was 45, and their health was reported to be good. 

Four executions were carried out in the Tamale prison during 
the year. Prisoners’ rations are supplied by contract, when this 
is possible, at a cost not exceeding threepence per diem per man. 

There are gaols at Salaga, Bole, Wa, Lorha, Navarro, 
Zouaragu, Bawku, and Gambaga, where prisoners sentenced to 
less than six months’ imprisonment serve their sentences. 

Gaols are being built at the district stations newly opened at 
Tumu and Yeji. The prisoners at Tamale and at all other 
stations have been employed chiefly in sanitary work, carrying 
water, extending clearings in the cantonments, and in cleaning 
and keeping in repair the station roads. 

Summary jurisdiction obtains in the Northern Territories. 
The Chief Commissioner presiding in Court has full powers and 
jurisdiction in the Protectorate as a Judge of the Supreme Court 
of the Gold Coast Colony, and, as far as it is practicable and 
local circumstances permit, the procedure in this Court, civil and 
criminal, is the same as that in the Supreme Court of the Gold 
Coast Colony. Provincial Commissioners hear and determine all 
criminal offences punishable by a fine not exceeding one hundred 
pounds or imprisonment for twelve months; District Commis- 
sioners, by a fine not exceeding fifty pounds or imprisonment for 
six months. The civil jurisdiction of Provincial Commissioners 
and District Commissioners is limited to suits in which the claims 
do not exceed three hundred pounds and fifty pounds respectively. 

Every encouragement has been given to the Chiefs to exercise 
their authority; to hear and determine cases relating to native 
property, marriage, and other civil actions, and to uphold native 
laws and customs, so long as they are not opposed to our ideas of 
justice and equity. Few appeals from the decisions of the chiefs 
are made to the Commissioners’ Courts, and, as a rule, local 
authority is exercised with the greatest moderation. 

The following comparative table of crime in this Dependency, 
during the last four years has been compiled for the Blue Book : — 





] j ] 
= | 1909.} 1910. , ae 1912. 
| i 





The number of offences reported to the police ... 28 | 403 i 800 661 
The number of persons apprehended by the police 28; 403) 800° 661 

or summoned before the magistrate. | | 
The number of summary convictions :— | 





1. For offences against the person ase vox 76 | 122 94 | 108 

2. For slave dealing eh _ _— —-};- 

3. For offences against property other than | 104 1 87] 109! 106 
predial larceny. | 

4, For offences against Health Acts... wef — | — 183 | 186 

5. For offences against Master and Servant Act, —_ _— TH 6 
including Acts relating to indentured coolies. | | 

6. For other offences Wes ts oes we 276) 196 255, 187 
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The number of offences in the Superior Courts :— | 
1. For offences against the person 
2. For slave dealing see o Be Ee ie -— _— — 
3. For offences against property other than; — 7{|— _ 

predial larceny. 

















4. For other offences ee ie pr 10 13] — 6 
The number of persons acquitted :— i 

1. In the Inferior Courts... ES ves pel? Ma 57) 141 95 

2. In the Superior Courts oe, ie des 2 2| 4 7 





The general decrease in crime shown by these figures is the 
more gratifying when it is remembered that two new stations have 
been opened during the year, and that the Administration is 
getting into closer touch with the natives daily, especially in the 
case of the wild tribes inhabiting the North-Eastern Province, 
whose chiefs now assist in arresting and bringing to justice 
criminals of their tribes, whom, two years ago, they would have 
aided to escape. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The census, completed in 1911, gave an estimated population of 
361,806 to the Northern Territories, with a computed area of 
31,100 square miles—an average number of 11'6 persons to the 
square mile. 

The census returns for the Southern and North-Western 
Provinces were considered to be fairly accurate, but those of the 
North-Eastern Province fell far short of being correct, and it was 
estimated that only two-thirds of the inhabitants were enumerated. 
As only three enumerators were allowed to this Protectorate, 
practically the whole of the work devolved upon the 
Commissioners. 

Systematic work is being carried on in order to render the next 
census returns reliable in every respect. 

The Acting Provincial Medical Officer, in his Annual Report 
submitted to the Principal Medical Officer, states that the European 
population of the Northern Territories, including officials and non- 
officials, totalled an average of 31°80 per diem—26'80 officials and 
5°0 non-officials. Among the officials, 44 were placed on the sick 
list during the year, one was invalided, and one died. These 
figures compare unfavourably with those of 1911, which recorded 
31 officials placed on the sick list, two invalided, and no death. 
The health of the non-officials was good. 

The number of native officials resident in the Protectorate 
averaged daily 54°67. Of these, 19 were placed on the sick list 
during the year, none were invalided, and there were no deaths. 

The health of the non-commissioned officers and men of the Gold 
Coast Regiment and Northern Territories Constabulary was good. 
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Native Population. 

No epidemics of any description occurred during the year; no 
cases of smallpox or of cerebro-spinal meningitis have been 
recorded, and only two cases of trypanosomiasis have been under 
treatment. Cases of leprosy are uncommon in the Southern 
Province, but it is reported that several such cases have been 
located at Tumu. 

The general health of the natives was good. The sanitary con- 
ditions of all stations, as well as those of the villages in their 
neighbourhood, are considered satisfactory, as are those of the 
towns and villages along the main routes. The chiefs and people 
are beginning to realise that the improved sanitary condition of 
their villages means the improved health of themselves and their 
children. 

Refuse, when not burnt, is being dug into the farms made in 
the vicinity of villages, and improved crops have rewarded the 
owners for the extra work involved. 

Water Supply. 

The water supply at outstations would be good if pumps that 
work smoothly and well were provided. 

Various parts of three deep well pumps, ordered in 1910, have 
not yet been received at Tamale, and until these arrive, and the 
pumps have been put together and tested, it is impossible to come 
to a decision as to the best type of pump to be used in the Northern 
Territories. Those at present in use are continually getting out of 
order, and the primitive method of hauling water from the wells 
by means of a bucket and line causes the water to be fouled, and 

is, from every point of view, to be deprecated. 

The medical officers stationed in the Protectorate are to be 
congratulated on having brought about the improved sanitary 
conditions recorded above. 


MerroroLocicaL OBsERVATIONS. 


The rainfall during the year showed a considerable and serious 
decrease compared with that of the two previous years—-some 12 
inches less than that of 1911, and 14 inches less than that of 1910. 

It was, however, less torrential, and more evenly distributed, 
with the result that the crops were above the average. It is 
feared, on the other hand, that there may be a searcity of water 
in 1913. 

The following table shows the monthly rainfall for the past 
three years : — 














-|B g|  i8]¢ 
B $ 2 2 
Year| | & ao ss as meee 2 g Bl 
FlelElele/elelelsisi2lal2 
SJe/el/F*q {BS ;s}a]aj}ojazlajea 
Fe | | eect 
Ins.|Ins.| Ins. | Ins. | Ins.| Ins. | Ins. | Ins. | Ins.} Ins. |Ins.| Ins. Tns. 
1910 | — [1-27 | 1-17 | 5°77 | 2°37 | 6-07 | 9-19 | 8-45 [11:3 | 1-29 | — | -29 | 46-21 
1911 | — | — [7°98 | 1°68 | 4°94 | 6-21 [6-11 | 6-94 | 8:09] 1-50 |-97 | — | 44-42 








1912 | -01 ass ae 2°83 | 3°57 | 4:06 {7-25 | 5°35 | 3:87 
i 
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VITI.—POST AND TELEGRAPHS. 


There are Post and Telegraph Offices at Tamale, Salaga, and 
Yeji. The Telegraph Offices at Bole and Wa were closed during 
the year by the Postmaster-General owing to the shortage of 
qualified operators. The telegraph line reached Gambaga early 
in the year, but, for similar reasons, a telegraph office was not 
opened. Letters are received and despatched from all stations and 
the Commissioners have stamps for sale. Communication is kept 
up between Kintampo, Bole, and Wa, and Tamale, and Gambaga, 
over the line by means of verbally transmitted messages. 

The following telegrams were received and despatched at 
Tamale during the year, as compared with 1911:— 














Received. Despatched. 
1911. | 1912. 1911. 1912. 

Official 2,884 | 2,706 | 2,539 | 2,649 
Public 1,243 929 | 1,289 | 1,208 

















The sale of stamps at the Tamale Post Office amounted to 
£186 9s. 6d., an increase of £4 5s. 1d. as compared with that of 
1911, and increases of £1 10s. 1d. and £1 5s. 8d. were recorded on 
the commission on the sale of postal and money orders 
respectively. 

The District Commissioner, Salaga, reports : — 

““There has been a steady increase in post and telegraph busi- 
ness at Salaga. Postal orders to the sale of £258 15s. 4d. were 
issued during the year, as against £121 6s. 8d. last year, also 
£44 14s. 6d. worth of stamps were sold, as against £32 18s. 11d. 
last year. | 

“‘The total number of private telegrams despatched was 513 
as against 531 last year.’’ 


The revenue from the sale of stamps and postal orders at Wa, 
was £54 2s. Td. 

The same number of regular postmen as in 1911 were employed 
during the year, and 473 extra mail carriers, as compared with 573 
in the previous year, had to be engaged. There is room for 
improvement in the mail service of the Northern Territories, and 
an effort is being made to put a stop to the practice indulged in 
by regular mail carriers of forcing the natives to act as post-to- 
post carriers. 

A new switch-board and four repaired telephone instruments 
were received at Tamale during the year. The latter were put up 
in the various offices, but have proved unsatisfactory, and only 
one is in working order. 
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IX.—RELIGION. 


The Roman Catholic Mission (Péres Blancs) established at 
Navarro in 1906 continues to make steady progress from the 
proselytizing point of view, and some 500 adult natives now attend 
the mission for religious instruction. 

The relative numbers of Christians, Mohammedans and pagans 
in the Northern Territories, as shown in the census returns for 
1911, were as follows :— 

Christians. Mohammedans. Pagans. 
138 42,598 319,075 


but the efforts of the Navarro Fathers have now increased the 
number of Christians by at least 200, with a corresponding de- 
crease in the number of pagans. 

Mohammedanism would appear to make little, if any, progress 
in this Dependency, and is, in the case of many of those who 
profess its tenets, of a debased form, and more than tainted with 
the prevailing paganism. The bulk of the Mohammedan popula- 
tion is to be found in the Southern Province. 

Larabanga in the Bole district, is a stronghold of Mohamme- 
dans, and it is the proud boast of the Chief and Imam that not a 
single pagan resides in the town. The latter carefully guards an 
ancient copy of the Koran, bound in several volumes, which is 
stated to have been the property of the Mohammedan founder of 
Larabanga, who came from Mecca, having left his Koran behind. 
After many days of prayer and fasting, the Koran was miracu- 
lously restored to him at Larabanga, and has been reverenced by 
succeeding Imams ever since. 

The chief centres of Mohammedanism are, in the Southern 
Province, Tamale and its surrounding villages, Salaga, Bole 
and Larabanga; in the North-Eastern Province, Gambaga, Wale- 
Wale, and Bawku; in the North-Western Province, Wa, 
Gurupisi, Uasa, and Wahabu. 

The belief of the heathen portion of the native community is a 
primordial animism. ach town or village has its own ‘‘ fetish ”’ 
which is usually to be found at the entrance to the chief’s, or 
priest’s compound, and takes various forms, such as a conical pile 
of earth, or a three-pronged stick, supporting a pot in which grows 
a shrub, grass, or an aquatic plant. These represent the “‘ fetish ’’ 
itself, which is recognised-in many forms, as of lightning, a lion, 
hawk, crocodile, snake, tortoise, or other animal, bird or reptile. 

Such “ fetishes ” guard, and watch over the general welfare of, 
the villages and its inhabitants and communicate with the latter 
through their priests. When offended, these ‘‘ fetishes ’’ are 
propitiated by the sacrifice of sheep or goats, and of black cats or 
dogs. 

Every family has its own “ fetish’; usually a conical heap of 
clay with a small pot sunk in its apex. It is to be seen outside 
every compound, and is consulted on all matters relating to the 
welfare of the family. Sacrifices are made to it by killing fowls 
over it, and allowing their blood to run into the pot and over its 
support; the bird’s feathers then being stuck on before the blood 
congeals. 


31294 Be 
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The “ lightning fetish ” is the most dreaded, and is universally 
invoked to revenge theft. No native would dream of attempting 
to arrest a conflagration caused by lightning. The veneration of 
ancestors also forms part of the native religious belief, and their 
shades are consulted through the family fetish. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Poutticat. 


Excellent relations have existed throughout the year between 
our officials and those of the two Powers whose boundaries are 
contiguous to this Dependency. M. Rémond, the assistant 
Colonial Administrator at Leo, met the late Governor at 
Tumu in April during His Excellency’s tour of inspection in the 
Northern Territories, which will be referred to later, and I 
veturned his visit in December, when I and my party met with a 
most cordial reception from the same officer. 

The Provincial Commissioner, North-Western Province, writes : 
“The relations between ourselves and our French neighbours 
remain most cordial, and visits have been interchanged between 
Leo and Tumu.” 

In the North-Eastern Province the Commissioner states that 
“& French official from Leo visited Navarro, and visits have 
been exchanged between Bawku and Tenkadogo.”’ 

I accompanied His Excellency when, on his way down the 
Volta River, he visited Kete Kratchi in Togoland to return the 
visit of Ober-Leutnant Heilingbruner, the officer in charge of 
that station. 





ADMINISTRATION. 


The Northern Territories is divided into three Provinces :— 

The Southern Province, with headquarters at Tamale and 
District Stations at Bole, Salaga and Yeji. It includes the 
Dagomba and Gonja Tribal lands. 

The North-Eastern Province, with headquarters at Navarro, 
and district stations at Bawku, Gambaga and Zouaragu; includ- 
ing the Mamprussi, Grunshi, Kanjarga, and Fra-Fra or Kussassie 
Tribes. 

The North-Western Province, with headquarters at Wa, and 
district stations at Lorha and Tumu; including the Wala, Lobi, 
Dagarti and Issalla Grunshi countries. 

Major R. A. Irvine, C.M.G., administered the Protectorate 
from the beginning of the year until the 15th February, when I 
landed at Accra and accompanied the late Governor on his tour of 
inspection of the Northern Territories. His Excellency visited 
every Provincial and District Station in the Dependency, and 
returned to Accra by way of the Volta River from Yeji to Akuse. 
His Excellency everywhere met with a most enthusiastic recep- 
tion at the hands of the Chiefs and people of the Northern 
Territories, This is the first visit of a Governor to the Northern 
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Territories since that undertaken by the late Sir John Rodger 
at the end of 1905 and beginning of 1906. I returned from 
Accra to headquarters on the 6th July, and proceeded on tour on 
the 19th November, and again visited every station in the 
Dependency except Yeji and Salaga, through which I had passed 
on my way up to Tamale. 

The administrative success of the year has been the rehabilita- 
tion of the ‘‘ Na” of Mamprussi as Paramount Chief of the 
North-Eastern Province. 

The ‘“‘ Na,” with a large following, met the Governor at the 
Sissili River, the Western Boundary of the Province, and 
accompanied him via Navarro, Zouaragu and Bawku to Gambaga. 
At Navarro before a large concourse of Chiefs—including 
those of Kanjarga and Grunshi—His Excellency formally 
appointed the ‘‘Na’’ Paramount Chief of the North-Eastern 
Province, the latter having first promised to accept his 
responsibilities and to travel whenever called upon to do so. The 
result of this appointment has exceeded the most sanguine 
expectations, and the natives inhabiting this Province, from being 
described in the Annual Report for 1907 as obeying ‘‘no man 
really, though they have nominal Chiefs, selected as a rule for 
therr incapacity to make any one obey them,” may now be said 
to be welded together under a powerful Paramount Chief, whose 
emergence from his former obscurity has had a most beneficial 
effect on the country. 

Throughout the whole of my second tour in this Dependency 
there were record attendances of natives at every provincial and 
district station, who listened with apparent interest to all I had 
to say, and generally gave the impression that they were taking 
an intelligent interest in the well being of their country. The 
year under review has been, with the exception of a few minor 
disturbances caused by friction between local Chiefs, one of 
profound peace, and this satisfactory state of affairs is due to the 
tact and energy generally displayed by the Provincial and Dis- 
trict Commissioners in the administration of their Provinces 
and Districts. 

During his tour the late Governor went out of his way to 

ascertain if the Chiefs and people in any way resented being 
called upon to supply carriers, or labour for the building of 
rest houses or upkeep of roads, but in this connection not a single 
complaint was made; in fact the Chiefs stated that they were 
pleased to supply such labour so long as they and their people 
were not taxed as are those in the adjoining French and German 
Colonies. J consider that, to-day, it would be difficult to find a 
more contented and amenable people than those inhabiting the 
Northern Territories within the length and breadth of His 
Majesty’s dominions. “I'wo district stations—Tumu and Yedji— 
were re-opened in July and October respectively, thus adding the 
final links to a chain of stations completely encircling the 
Dependency. 





Native AFFAIRS. 


The Provincial Commissioner, Southern Province, reports as 
follows : — 
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**Throughout the year under review, the relations of the 
Chiefs with the Government and with each other in the Tamale 
and Salaga Districts have been very satisfactory. With regard 
to the Bole District the Acting Commissioner reports as 
follows :— 

“During the past year, there has been a great amount of 
disaffection in the district concerning the stool of Yabum, which 
is held by the Paramount Chief of the Gonjas. 

‘The trouble arose over one Mahama, who after being installed 
as Chief of Yabum in 1910, managed, by means of a trick, to 
return to Bole as Chief, from where he had originally gone to 
‘Yabum, and a man named Lanyon of Suripe was appointed in his 
stead. This miau could in no way lay claim to the stool of 
Yabum and was, in the eyes of the people, a usurper. Mahama 
at Bole was a nonentity, the people refusing to obey him. This 
led to considerable friction and early in 1912 matters reached a 
climax, the people of Bole threatening to run away into French 
territory if Mahama did not return to Yabum. Mr. Sherriff, 
who was Commissioner at the time, reassured them, however, 
promising to bring the matter before His Excellency the 
Governor, who was shortly expected at Bole. This was done, 
and His Excellency promised the people that the Chief Commis- 
sioner of the Northern Territories would personally visit Bole 
and settle the dispute once and for all. 

“The Chief Commissioner arrived in Bole at the end of Novem- 
ber, 1912, and held a palaver with the chiefs, when Mahama was 
unanimously re-elected chief of Yabum, and Yaya as chief of 
Bole. 

“T proceeded to Yabum on the 5th December and duly installed 
Mahama, who promised to do his duty in the future. Yaya was 
installed chief of Bole on the 7th December, which has given 
universal satisfaction. 

“T have great hopes that there will now be an end of all 
trouble in the district.” 

The Acting Provincial Commissioner, North-Eastern Province, 
writes : — 

“The state of the Province is satisfactory. Good progress has 
been made in the relations of the chiefs with the Government and 
with their paramount chiefs. A new chief of Sandema has been 
elected and confirmed by the Chief Commissioner personally. His 
first essay in paramountcy was his accompanying of the Com- 
missioner along the construction work of the new road from 
Sandema to Kanjarga, and, by his influence, collecting labour 
from his sub-chiefs. He professed to like road work. here is a 
question of the retention of the chief of Kanjarga on the stool to 
be settled shortly, and some local questions concerning his rela- 
tious with his people which are all inter-dependent. 

‘‘The paramount chief of Mamprussi is coming to settle a 
question in the Zouaragu district between Kurugu and Winduri. 
The District Commissioner, Gambaga, reports that the chiefs have 
the greatest respect for him and dislike very much being reported 
to him for slackness. The District Commissioner also speaks well 
of the new Liman of Gambaga. 





NORTHERN TERRITORIES (GOLD COAST), 1912, 23 


“Navarro is beginning to appreciate his position as a para- 
mount chief. It is likely that for a little time a certain amount 
of strong backing by the Commissioner will be more necessary in 
his case than in the case of the others. 

“The Chief Commissioner visited the province in December 
and was received at Navarro by the largest crowd of chiefs and 
their followers that he had seen there. 

“‘The relations of the Tong Hill people with the Government 
are excellent, and I do not think any further stress need be laid on 
this fact, as they have now come into line with the remainder of 
the district. The chiefs round Zouaragu, I confess, surprised me 
mildly, as well as gratified me naturally, last September, by 
coming in and voluntarily asking if they might clean their roads. 

‘*On receiving permission, they cleaned them all remarkably 
well without a constable to supervise.” 

The Provincial Commissioner, North-Western Province, 
reports :— 

“The relations of the chiefs with the Administration and among 
themselves continue very satisfactory, and willing assistance is 
given to Commissioners by all chiefs in the Province. 

‘‘The Acting District Commissioner, Tumu, reports that he 
finds the district so self-contained, and the people so law-abidine 
and peaceful, that he can find nothing to report on. The native 
life seems to go on absolutely uneventfully. 

“The District Commissioner, Lorha, reports some trouble was 
given by the Sabuli (Dagarti) people, twelve of whom were 
awarded imprisonment. There was also an attempt made by the 
people of Lorha to attack the Lobis on the French side of the 
river, over the theft of a cow; this was only frustrated by the 
prompt action of Mr. Swire. 

“In conclusion, it may be stated that the natives in this 
Province are peaceful and contented, and their feelings towards 
the Administration were shown by the hearty welcome accorded to 
His Excellency the late Governor, and, later in the year, to the 
Chief Commissioner.”’ 





Roaps. 


The Provincial Commissioners report on the roads in their 
respective Provinces as follows :— 


Southern Province. 


In Tamale District, the principal roads completed or under 
construction were : — st, : 

Tamale—Kumbungu. ‘The formation of the remaining portion 
of this road has been completed. 

Tamale—Nasia. Portions of this road have been reformed. 

Tamale—Daboya. The reformation of eight miles of the 
portion already constructed, and the formation of the remaining 
16} miles of this road from Monigu to Daboya have been 
completed. 

Tamale-Karaga. A survey of the native road to Karaga, a 
distance of 58 miles, has been completed. 
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In Salaga District :— 

Salaga-‘'amale road, two new temporary bridges near Dogon- 
kade were finished, and a third one almost completed when work 
was suspended, as it was considered inadvisable to incur further 
expenditure of money or labour on this work until the line this 
road will finally take had been decided. 

The state of the road between Yeji and Makongo remains in the 
same deplorable condition, as the scheme for its formation, pro- 
posed by the Chief Commissioner had not come into force during 
the year. 

The road between Salaga and Krupe has been cleared and ditched 
for about two miles. 

In the Bole district, the Commissioner reports as follows :— 

‘‘The main roads in the district are in good repair. Great 
difficulty is found in making the roads, owing to the continual 
outcrops of iron stone, which really require skilled labour to 
remove by blasting, etc. Labour is also very scarce. 

“* A new road has been made from the cantonments direct on to 
the Tamale road. 

“The Wa road, which at present runs through cantonments, 
being a constant source of annoyance to the Europeans, owing to 
the continual passage of traders with cattle, etc., is to be 
diverted behind the Medical Officer’s quarters straight to the 
Caravanserai.” 





North-Eastern Province. 


The following new roads have been made during the year :-— 

Navarro District.— 

Navarro-Tiana (direct), 12 miles. 
Sandema-Wiaga-Bedemma-Kanjarga, 16 miles. 
These roads were constructed at the end of the year. 

Gambaga District.— 

Wulugu to Volta River, 10 miles. 
Gambaga to Bongo market, 19 miles. 

A good deal of work has been done on the scarp north of 
Gambaga.* 

Bawku District.— 

Tanga to Benaba. 
Tanga to Kuguri. 

All existing roads are in a good state of repair, and the Pro- 
vince is very well supplied with them. Bridges are a source of 
some trouble in particular neighbourhoods owing to the difficulty 
of finding suitable timber near at hand. In parts of Kanjarga, 
for instance, there is no timber at all worth the name. 3 


North-Western Province. 





a broad road has been constructed, and so graded tht live stock may be driven 
along it in perfect safety. 
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manent employ, consequently when they are obtained and have to 
be discharged for luck of funds they leave the Province and will 
not readily return. 

“There are about 160 miles of ditched roads in the Province 
and over 500 miles of well cleared roads. Remuneration to the 
chiefs for clearg and keeping clear these roads exhausts most of 
the money available for new road construction. 

* Little work was done with bridges, as no expenditure could be 
incurred after June. The large bridges over the Kamba at 
Penyati and Lissa have been washed away and it is not proposed 
to rebuild them, as they are considered unsafe when built of the 
present only available material.’’ 

If permanent bridges were built across the various streams and 
swamps encountered along the route, the roads are kept in such 
good repair that it would be possible to drive a motor from Bole 
through Wa, Lorha, Tumu, Navarro, and Bawku to the foot of 
the Gambaga scarp, and, if a road similar to that constructed 
round the Mampon scarp in Ashanti were built, on through 
Gambaga, Nasia and Tamale to Salaga. 


Rest Hovusss. 


Excellent rest houses have been built in every town of im- 
portance in the Protectorate. A number of chiefs have asked 
permission to build rest houses in their villages, and a friendly 
rivalry exists between them as to which of them can construct 
the best one. ‘hese rest houses are kept in repair by the villagers 
and it has not been found necessary to send anyone to supervise 
the work. 

FERRIES. 


‘The ferry across the Volta river at Yeji was taken over by the 
Government on the Ist January, 1911, and the chief of Yeji, who 
had previously worked it, was given an annuity by way of com- 
pensation. The exorbitant ferry tolls as fixed by the Coast 
authorities soon drove caravans to cross higher up the river at 
native-run ferries, and for the first four and a half months in the 
year under review the takings totalled a sum of £75 2s. 10d. 
only. 

On the 16th May, with the late Governor’s approval, I revoked 
the original rules, and substituted others reducing the tolls to 
6d. a head for horses, cattle, donkeys, &c., and to 3d. a head for 
persons crossing with or without a load, and 3d. for every 
additional load. The effect was instantaneous, and the sum 
collected from the 17th May to the end of the year totalled 
£884 14s. 6d. 

A ferry on the Dakar river at Kunkwa is in charge of the 
Preventive Service. 

All other ferries in the Protectorate are worked by the local 
chiefs. Six steel pontoon boats have been ordered, and, when 
received, will be placed on the larger rivers on the caravan routes. 


TRANSPORT. 


All stores for use in the Northern Territories are sent up from 
Coomassie to Salaga or Kintampo by the Transport Department, 
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whence they are removed to their destination by locally hired 
carriers, recruited from the districts to which the stores are 
allotted. These men are paid 6d. per diem when carrying loads 
and 3d. per diem when proceeding to fetch them. The chiefs 
who supply them receive ld. per head per diem during the period 
of employment. The system has worked most unsatisfactorily so 
far as the Transport Department is concerned. The Assistant 
District Engineer writes in February, 1913, with reference to 
stores for the Northern Territories received at Coomassie by the 
Transport Department :— 

“ Articles not received represent about 90 per cent. of the 
total articles enumerated on the invoices, and you will note that 
most of the invoices are eight or nine months old. 

“There are numerous parts of deep well pumps and a large 
number of tins of cement which I cannot trace. 

“ Out of 1,000 drums of cement forwarded to Coomassie in 
March, 1912, for this station (Tamale), we have up to the present 
received only 420, and I believe there are an additional 50 or 60 
at Salaga.” 

A scheme has been submitted whereby the transport of the 
Northern Territories’ stores may be taken over by this Adminis- 
tration, and worked independently of the Transport Department 
of the Colony. 

In May I accompanied the late Governor by canoe down the 
Volta river from Yeji to Akuse, as His Excellency wished to see 
for himself the difficulties to be overcome before a cheap river 
transport could be established between the Northern Territories 
and the Coast. The number of rapids encountered, and the 
tortuous channels down which the canoes were poled through 
shallow stretches of the river, caused Mr. Thorburn to take a 
somewhat pessimistic view of the possibilities of opening up the 
river for transport, but he approved of my suggestion that, as an 
experiment, a few canoes should be purchased by the Government 
and manned by Government-employed natives to bring up stores 
from Akuse to Yeji or Tamale Port. This experiment has not, 
however, been carried into effect. 


Pustic Works. 


The following public works were completed or put in hand 
during the year :— 


Southern Province. 


At Tamale new offices and stores for the Public Works Depart- 
ment were completed. An underground treasury vault and 
servants’ quarters to the Chief Commissioner’s house were com- 
menced, and in addition to some alterations to the Government 
school house, and a number of minor works in the station, several 
of the European bungalows were provided with their complements 
of furniture. 

Four new wells were sunk, and, with one exception, supply 
good water. 

The dam built in 1910 by voluntary native labour retained a 
good supply of water, which proved a boon to owners of cattle 
and live stock. 
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At Salaga the District Commissioner’s house, which was 
destroyed by fire early in the year, was rebuilt, as was the 
Medical Officer's house, which had been severely damaged by a 
tornado. A new house for the Provincial Commissioner was 
commenced. 

The rest house at Yeji—also destroyed by fire—was built on 
improved lines and is occupied by the District Commissioner, 
pending the erection of new station buildings. 

A new court house, two clerks’ quarters and new outhouses, 
servants’ quarters and stables have been built at Bole. 


North-Eastern Province. 


At Navarro all Government buildings have been kept in good 
state of repair, and materials for building new Constabulary 
stables have been collected. 

A well was sunk for the Constabulary. A new hospital ward 
and dispensary were built, and over 4,000 loads of grass used to 
re-roof the Officers’ quarters at Zouaragu. Two new wells were 
sunk. 

At Gambaga the following buildings were completed or were 
in course of erection at the end of the year:— 

District clerk's quarters, and stables to the District Com- 
missioner’s house. 

North-Western Province. 


At Wa a new house for the Provincial Commissioner was com- 
menced, but work on it was discoutinued, owing to lack of funds. 
All other Government buildings have been kept in good repair. 

The District Commissioner’s house at Lorha was struck by 
lightning in August and completely destroyed; a new house is 
in course of erection. 

A new well was sunk and gives an adequate supply. 

On the re-opening of Tumu the old Government buildings 
which. still existed were put in a state of repair pending the 
erection of new station buildings, the sites for which were 
selected by a Board. 


Goxtp Coast Reciment. 


A company of the Gold Coast Regiment is stationed at 
Zouaragu in the North-Eastern Province. 

The ‘general behaviour of non-commissioned officers and men 
has been exemplary throughout the year, and their relations 
with the natives are of the “most friendly description. 


Norruery ‘Terrrrortes TopoGRAPHICAL SURVEY. 


The following account of the work done during the year under 
review has been supplied by Captain H. A. L. Hall, Assistant 
Director of Surveys :— 

The survey began late in 1911 was continued in the early part 
of the year by an advance party consisting of Captain H. A. L. 
Hall, R.E., Assistant Director of Surveys, Gold Coast Survey ; 
Corporal A.J. Jones, R.E.; and Sapper ‘B. J. Gee, R.E. 
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At the close of the leave season in October the strength of the 
party was increased by two officers and five rank and file, by the 
addition of Captain P. J. Mackesy, R.E., Assistant Director of 
Surveys, Gold Coast Survey; Lance-Corporal E. G. L. Allen, R.E.; 
and Sappers W. O’Connell, R.E., and W. L. Sheridan, R.E., of 
whom the last named most regrettably died on December 5th 
after little more than a month actually spent in the Northern 
Territories. 

During the year traverses as follows were completed :— 

(1) 275 miles of theodolite traverse along the main roads 
Yeji to Gambaga via Tamale, Tamale to Daboya and to Tamale 
Port, and from Turu to the 1902 Anglo-German Boundary Com- 
mission Pillar at the point where the 9th parallel crosses the 
Dakar river. 

(2) 81 miles of subtense traverse down the White Volta river 
from Daboya to Tomaklaw. 

(3) 187 miles of chain and compass traverse between various 
points. 

Levels, which had reached Yamalaga at the close of 1911, were 
continued to Gambaga, and also taken from Tamale to Daboya, 
Prang to Baiara, and Turu to the 1902 Anglo-German Boundary 
Commission Pillar on the Dakar river making a total done in 
1912 of 216 miles and a total since the commencement of the 
survey of 390 miles. 

This, but for the Volta traverse between Tomaklaw and Yeji, 
and Daboya and Nasia, would have completed the whole of the 
framework for the Salaga and Tamale sheets. The detail of the 
country east of the Yeji to Tamale road and south of a line from 
Tamale to Kpabia was commenced before the end of the year. 

An effort was made early in October to fix the longitude of 
Yeji by telegraph from Coomassie with an intermediate station 
at Nkoranza, but failed, owing to the inclement state of the 
weather. A very fair value, which places the country two miles 
west of where shown on existing maps, was however obtained 
from the traverse up the Volta river to Yeji executed by the Gold 
Coast Survey in 1905, and has been accepted provisionally. 


PREVENTIVE SERVICE. 


The Customs Preventive Service has seven stations along 
the eastern frontier of the Northern Territories at which goods are 
imported and duties collected. They are situated at Kunkwa, 
Kadenge, Kpabia, Sung, Nyanson, Gambaga, and Bawku. 

Towards the end of the year the Kadenge station was removed 
to Dogonkade, and the establishment of a new station at Krupe 
was commenced. 

There is also a Preventive station near the confluence of the 
Dakar with the Volta river, at which goods are not imported. 
An Annual Report on the work of the Preventive Service is 
submitted by the Supervisor in charge to the Comptroller of 
Customs. The District Commissioner, Salaga, reports that ex- 
cellent work has been done by the Preventive Service in that 
district. 
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IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION. 


The following report has been received from the Southern 
Province :— . 


“ During the year under review no cases have been reported of 
natives coming into the Province to settle. With regard to 
emigration, the District Commissioner, Salaga, reports that he 
has been informed that several people have left Salaga and 
settled in Attabubu owing to the constant call for carriers. 


“The District Commissioner of Bole reports that there is very 
little of either immigration or emigration to or from his district ; 
and that the only case of emigration reported is from the south- 
eastern corner of his district, where certain people under the 
Chief of Buipe have crossed the river Volta into Ashanti, owing 
to a dispute.” 

A number of natives from the North-Eastern and North- 
Western Provinces go down to Ashanti and the Colony to find 
work, but usually return within a couple of years. 


Early in the year the Governor-General of French West Africa 
addressed a letter to the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony in 
which he complained that the native tribes under the administra- 
tion of Léo (Moshi district of Upper Senegal, Niger), had set the 
Government at defiance, and had crossed into British territory in 
order to evade the payment of taxes. After full enquiry had been 
made by the administrative officers of this Protectorate, I was 
able to report that immigration by French natives had not taken 
place to any appreciable extent, or in any organised form, for 
some years. 


Lazovr. 


There is a plentiful supply of unskilled labour in the Pro- 
tectorate, at rates of pay of from 6d. to 10d. per diem. All skilled 
labour is obtained from the Colony or Ashanti, at daily rates of 
from 1s. 9d. to 3s. 6d. There are no openings for white labour. 


Game SHor. 


A return of game shot by Europeans during the year has been 
submitted. No information as to the amount of game killed by 
the natives is available. 

Two elephant poachers from French territory were arrested in 
the Tumu district of the North-Western Province, and the con- 
fiseation of their guns should have a deterrent effect on others. 


Cumate. 


The climate of the Northern Territories is unhealthy, and is 
particularly trying during the months of January, February, 
March, and April, when the intense heat has a most enervating 
effect on the health of Europeans. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


The late Governor invested Major R. A. Irvine, Senior 
Provincial Commissioner of the Northern Territories, with the 
insignia of the Companionship of Saint Michael and Saint George 
during his visit to Tamale. 

With the assistance of the Provincial and District Com- 
missioners, the Chief Commissioner is compiling a complete record 
of tribal marks and marks of adornment in use among the natives 
of the Northern Territories. 


C. H. Armrrace, 


Chief Commissioner of the 
Northern Territories, 
Tamale, 


14th July, 1913. 
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ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &c. Year. 
731 Malta eff, ay ee ws 1911-1912 
732 Nyasaland ... one ane . uy ay 
733 British Honduras ... ane ae 1911 
734 Gilbert and Ellice Islands... oo S05 1910 
735 Southern Nigeria ... ase + tee ace 1911 
736 Somaliland ... ue te tee eas es eee 1911-1912 
737 Imperial Institute ... “ “a oe os So 1911 
738 Northern Nigeria .. a . ons a os 
‘739 Jamaica oss a “ aes « 1911-1912 
740 Swaziland _ ee ae. 5 
741 Bahamas . eee $38 ” 
742 Grenada . _ eee vee ae 1911 
(43 Uganda eae oon ose eo 3 as vee 1911-1912 
744 Mauritius ... ss . eee eas: wes 1911 
745 Trinidad and Tobago * es an ety eee 1911-1912 
746 British Guiana... ae ve one a mH 
TAT St. Vincent ... ase oa see tee wee _ 
748 Barbados ... ons ea ose aes ae 5 
749 Leeward Islands... aa mae ose + my 
750 Straits Settlements wae see oes * nes 1911 
71 East African Protectorate... ane oe me ve 1911-1912 
(52 St. Lucia... ane “* e0 fs 
153 Gilbert and Ellice Islands Protectorate. Sor : ae 1911 
754 Cayman Islands (Jamaiee) ase ane ate vee 1911-1912 
755 Gibraltar ... - nee ees ove 1912 
756 St. Helena oe rr ae ete a 
757 Weihaiwei . ae 88 ae ove re - 
758 Ceylon ne eee ve ae net oe we. 1911-1912 
759 Sierra Leone eee one ses ase see es 1912 
760 Seychelles ... * ats es toe oor a 
761 Somaliland . eee wee es aes at + 1912-1913 
762 Hong Kong... sae wae see aoe “ és 1912 
763 Turks and Caicos Islands... aes ree eo 3 
764 Falkland Islands... ae see as 5 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No, Colony, &c. Subject. 
74 Ceylon ove . Mineral Surveys, 1906-7 and 
1907-8. 
75 WestIndies..  .. oo Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 
76 Southern Nigeria ... ss Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 
T7 St. Vincent ... a “ Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 
78 Weihaiwei ... << es . Census, 1911. 
79 Northern Nigeria ... ae » Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 
80 Nyasaland ... we + Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
81 Southern Nigeria fs + Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
82 Imperial Institute ... . «+ Rubber and Gutta-percha, 
83 Southern Nigeria ... ae +. Mineral Survey, 1910. 
84 West Indies... _ eee ... Preservation of Ancient Monu- 


ments. 
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No. 767. 


GAMBIA. 


(For Report for 1911, see No. 718 ) 


Tue GovERNoR To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Bathurst, Gambia, 
16th July, 1918. 


Sir, 
I wave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of the 
Colony for the year 1912, together with a report thereon. 

2. I regret the delay which has occurred in sending these docu- 
ments forward. Mr. Campbell, however, only arrived in the 
Colony late in January, and for the first three months after 
arrival he acted as Deputy Governor whilst I was on tour in the 
Protectorate, during which period pressure of work prevented 
him from making a start in compiling his Report. Further, 
unavoidable delay occurred in completing the Blue Book returns 
owing to the Secretariat native staff being two men short for 
several months. 


T have, &c., 
H. L. Gatway, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 


The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Downing Street, 
London. 


(31442—2.) Wt, 35104688, 1125 & 90, 9/13. D&S A2 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR 1912. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 


1. Revenue.—The total revenue for the year amounted to 
£96,221 13s. 11d., as compared with £86,454 0s. 9d. in 1911 and 
£82,880 7s. 4d. in 1910, the two previous record years. 

2. The estimated revenue for the year was £71,261, or £24,960 
less than was actually received. 

3. The amounts collected under the various heads of revenue 
for the years 1911 and 1912, with the several increases or 
decreases, were :— 





























Heads of Revenue. 1911, 1912. Increase. | Decrease. 
Customs ... on toe oa 68,319 72,852 | 4,533 _ 
Port Dues a Bt 1,102 1,311 | 209 _ 
Licences, Excise, &c. ... ue 1,832 2,064 | 232 re 
Fees of Court... 186 ae 1,790 1,746 | _ 44 
Post Office swe ee | 1,812 4,624 9,812 = 
Rent of Government Property 364 400 36 
Government Vessels Be 123 el _ 122 
Interest ... eee ae nee 2,310 3,167 857 
Protectorate 7 . Hs 7,616 8,910 1,294 _ 
Miscellaneous Receipts... ae 704 634 _— 70 
Land Sales... te oth 482 512 30 _ 

Total .. «| 86,454 | 96,221 | 10,003 236 





4. The principal increases were in (1) Customs, (2) Post Office, 
(3) Interest, and (4) Protectorate, and are accounted for by (1) 
the gathering of a record crop of ground-nuts, the export duty 
on which amounted to £21,390, representing a total export value 
of over £500,000. The distribution of this sum increased the 
spending power of the natives, and resulted in a greater demand 
for imported articles, (2) a new issue of postage stamps 
(Georgian), (3) additional investments, and (4) to additional 
revenue from hut-taxes and trading licences being collected in 
the Protectorate, due to immigration and the extension of trade. 


5. The decreases were of no importance. The greatest loss, 
amounting to only £122, under the head of ‘‘ Government 
Vessels’ was owing to the sale of the ‘“‘ Mansa Kila’’ and the 
consequent loss of receipts for the carriage of passengers and 
freight. ones 

6. Ewpenditure.—The expenditure for the year was £81,340, 
or £9,950 more than that for 1911. The estimated expenditure 
was £99,851, or £18,511 more than was actually expended. 

%. The following return, giving revenue and expenditure 
1908-12— 


Or 


GAMBIA, 1912, 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
1908... nS .» 57,898 61,097 
1909... 723675 56,237 
1910... bite -.. 82,880 63,301 
1911... ae .. 86,454 71,390 
1912 96,221 81,340 


shows a regular Baal increase in revenue during the last five 
years, and that the revenue in 1912 nearly doubled that for 1908. 

8. There was no important change in taxation during the year. 

9. On the 31st December, 1911, assets exceeded liabilities 
by £92,893 17s. 2d. Twelve months later the excess amounted 
to £107, 731 10s., an increase of £14,837 12s. 10d. 

10. Investments in Government securities amounted on the 
31st December, 1912, to £94,775 10s. 9d., the cost price of which 
was £90,375. There was also a sum of £13, 000 on deposit with 
the London County and Westminster Bank. The Colony 
remains in its former position of freedom from a public debt. 

11. English coinage is current in the Colony. Silver coins, 
from the florin downwards, are generally used. Silver is legal 
tender to any amount. There are a number of French five-franc 
pieces in circulation. Their exchange value is 3s, 104d. The 
Bank of British West Atrica is the only one in the Colony. The 
average rate of exchange during 1912 for bills drawn on London 
was 1 per cent. 

12. The only Municipal Board in the Colony is the Board of 
Health, which is composed of official and non-official members, 
and is presided over by the Senior Medical Officer. 

18. The revenue of the Board of Health is derived from a 
three-per cent. rate levied on the value of lots, annually assessed 
in the town of Bathurst, from slaughter-house fees and from a 
Government grant-in-aid. The receipts in 1911 were—local 
rates, £695 15s.; market and slaughter-house fees, £89 11s. 6d.; 
grant-in-aid, £1,819; miscellaneous, £263 10s. 1ld.; total, £2,867 
16s. Td., as compared with £2,237 in 1911. 

14. The expenditure, which includes personal emoluments, 
scavenging, lighting, upkeep of horses and carts, &c., amounted 
to £2,588 13s. 3d., as against £2,237 in 1911. 

15. The revenue and expenditure of the Board of Health 
during the last five years is shown on the following statement : ~ 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ 
1908... eee ats 1,147 1,073 
1909... me ne 1,047 1,181 
1910... us ae eee Le 
NOL eh knees ae 2.8 2,199 
1912 2, a6y 2 588 


16. MacCarthy Square, ait nied in the centre of the town and 
used as a parade ground by the West African Frontier Force, 
and as a general recreation ground, is under a Board similarly 
constituted as the Board of Health. The upkeep of the Square 
is provided for by a grant—£118 in 1912—from the Government. 
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Il.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 


17. Trade.—The trade of the Colony flourished during 1912, 
which was a record year. For the first time in the history of 
the Gambia the total value of commerce—excluding specie— 
amounted to over a million pounds. 

18. Imports.—The total value of all imports was £756,853, 
against £807,118 in 1911. 

Specie.—Bullion and specie were imported during 1912 to 
the value of £285,223, as against £384,784 in 1911. 

19. The following table shows the chief articles imported and 
the value thereof during 1911 and 1912:— 


Articles. 1911. 1912. 
£ £ 
Cotton goods... .. 180,824 = 124,345 
Hardware tale ee 12,204 23,021 
Kola-nuts is rock 72,598 86,111 
Rice oe ay oe 62,459 85,763 
Spirits ... aes ey 8,513 10,959 
Sugar oe ooh Ste 12,611 5,785 
Salt a sat aon 1,553 2,589 
Tobacco ... Sie Aer 8,250 9,011 
Wine A es av 3,267 2,685 


20. Lnereases.—The increases were in—(1) Hardware, 
£10,817. The increased importations came from Great Britain, 
France, and other countries, to the value of £6,453, £4,342, 
and £165, respectively. (2) Kola-nuts, £13,513. This increase 
was in value only. The actual importation, from Sierra Leone, 
amounted to 81,747 lbs. less than that of 1911. (8) Rice, 
£23,304; Great Britain, France, and Germany supplied 121, 
7,262, 10,673 ewt., respectively, more than in 1911, while im- 
portations from other countries decreased by 5,150 cwt. 
(4) Spirits, £2,446. There was an increase of 72 gallons only 
from Great Britain. The importations from France showed.an 
increase of 444 gallons, while those from Holland increased by 
49,997 gallons. (5) Salt, £1,086. This commodity was almost 
wholly imported from the Cape Verde Islands. (6) Tobacco, 
£761. Importations from Great Britain, France, and Germany 
were less than in 1911. The supply from the United States of 
America increased by 97,796 Ibs. 


21. Decreases.—These were in :— 


£ 
Cotton goods Bh oh su 5,979 
Sugar see ae 6 ae 6,826 
Wines ee es tet ae 582 


22. Excluding specie, the percentages of imports from the 
various countries in 1911 and 1912 were as follows: — 
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1911. 1912. 
Great Britain ... ba ven, 42 
British Possessions... . 176 18 
— 62 — 60 
Franceand French Possessions 20-4 22 
Germany Sas ae a 13-4 3 
Other countries ois as 42 5 


23. The growth of the import trade during the last five years 
is shown in the following table :— 








| ] 
1908. 1909. | 1910. 1911. 1912. 


Specie ... | 145,290, 146,620 | 208,544 | 384,784 | 285,223 
Other articles... 245,450 | 257,940 870,489 | 422,884 | 471,680 


Total .., vee | 390,740 | 404,560 | 578,983 | 807,118 | 756,853 











1 





24. Huports—The total value of all exports was £735,172, as 
compared with £682,036 in 1911. 

Specie.—Bullion and specie to the value of £196,579 was 
exported. This was exceeded in 1911 by £18,994. 

25. The following return shows the principal articles of export 
and their values in 1911 and 1912:— 




















Quantity. Value. 
Article. 
1911. 1912, 1911, 1912. 
| 
| £ £ 
Calabashes ... «. Packages 587 2,572 T7 3,340 
Ground-nuts... «. Tons 47,931 64,169 437,472 502,069 
Hides... ae we No. | 28,754 49,107 7,607 15,117 
Ivory... ae «. Lbs, | 1,024 1,236 215 172 
Palm-kernels +» Tons 444 445 4,758 6,518 
Rubber ote ew Lbs. 10,733 4,335 836 409 
Wax ... eee See i 33,871 30,830 1,514 1,164 





26. Lncreases.—These are shown in—(1) calabashes, £2,569, 
which appear for the first time as one of the principal exports. 
Their exportation was almost wholly to the British Colony of 
Sierra Leone. (2) Ground-nuts, £64,597. A record crop’ was 
produced during the year; 5,713 tons more were exported than 
in 1910, the previous record year. France imported 80 per cent. 
and Holland and Great Britain 9 and 4 per cent. respectively. 

The only other increase was in hides. The export trade in 
palm-kernels has been almost stationary during the last three 
years, while that in rubber and wax has declined, and is not 
likely to increase in face of the success met with in growing 
ground-nuts. 
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27. The following comparative statement shows the develop- 
ment in the ground-nut and palm-kernel trade during the last 
five years : — 


Return showing Quantity, §c., of Ground-nuts and Palm- 
hernels eaported during the years 1908 to 1912. 

















Articles. 1908. 1909. | 1910. 1911. 1912, 
oi peace 
Tons. Tons. | Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
Ground-nuts Sid 31,964 53,644 58,456 47,931 64,169 
ee | £ es al eee £ 
+ .. | 245,084 | 323,231 | 387,943 | 487,472 | 502,069 
i Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
Palm-kernels Sarit 390 389 467 444 445 
| £ £ £ £ £ 
p | 3,488 3526 | 5,640] 4,758 | 6,518 
| 





28. The percentages of exports, excluding specie, in 1911 and 
1912 were :— 


1911. 1912. 
Great Britain and British Possessions 6 9 
France and French Possessions w. — 848 16 
Holland te st Ba za 32 9 
Other countries a ae Se 57 6 


29. Agriculture—The principal occupation of the Gambia 
native is the cultivation of the ground-nut, which is still the only 
article actually cultivated for export. The other exports, rubber 
and palm-kernels, are collected casually. Their culture is not 
likely to receive attention while there is any demand for the 
comparatively easily grown and garnered ground-nut, which is 
so suited to the climate and to the local agriculturalist, who is 
not a strenuous labourer. ; 

30. The policy of the Government in arranging for the issue 
of seed-nuts to the people under favourable conditions as regards 
payment has been continued. By this means much has been 
done towards fostering the cultivation of the ground-nut and 
adding to the wealth and contentment of the people. 

31. Rice and the African koos, or millet, are grown by native 
farmers, but the quantities raised are not sufficient for local 
requirements, as is shown by the quantity of rice imported. 

32. Land is granted by the Government in small areas; 
generally these are used for trading stations at a minimum rental 
of £3. The value of land in Bathurst is increasing. 





33. The total number of vessels entered and cleared during the 
‘year was 556, with an aggregate tonnage of 583,458, an increase 
of 107 vessels and 102,647 tons above the figures for 1911. 

34. The tonnage of British and foreign vessels (a) entered, 
and (b) cleared, and (c) the total tonnage of vessels entered and 
cleared, in the years 1911 and 1912, is shown in the following 
returns :— 


(a) Tonnage of Vessels Entered. 
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1911. 1912. 
7 i 
cs ete 
Nationality. | Steamers. ed Total. | Steamers. | Baling Total. 
| * 
British  ... | 142,444 294 142,738 180,272 379 180,651 
Foreign 92,914 | 2,769 | 95683 | 106,190 | 3,387 | 109,577 
Total... | 235,358 3,063 238,421 286,462 3,766 290,228 
(b) Tonnage of Vessels Cleared. 
| | | 
British 144,648 204 | 144,942 | 180,835 | 397 | 181,232 
Foreign 94824 | 2,724 77648 | 107,944 | 4,054 | 111,988 
Total ... | 239,472 3,018 242,490 288,779 | 4,451 293,230 
(c) Tonnage of Vessels Entered and Cleared: 
British | 987,092 | 588 | 287,680 | 361,107 776 | 361,883 
Foreign | 197,738 | 5,493 | 193,231 | 214,134 | 7441 | 221,575 
} 
Total .. | 474,830 | 6,081 | 480,911 | 575,241 | 8,217 | 583,458 
i } 

















Of the total number of vessels entered and cleared 229 were 
British (44 sailing and 185 steam) and 827 foreign (97 sailing 


and 230 steam). 


exceeded that of foreign steamers by 146,973 tons. 
35. The following comparative table shows the classification, 

tonnage, and nationality of all vessels entered and cleared during 

the last two years: — 


The aggregate tonnage of British steamers 





1911. 











| 1912. 
Nationality 
Vessels | Steamers,| Sailing | Total. | stea Sailing | ota) 
‘ | | Vessels. i mers.) Vessels. tat 
| | 
Tons. Tons. | Tons. Tons, Tons. Tons. 

British ... 287,092 588 | 287,680 | 361,107 776 | 361,883 
French ... 79,740 958 | 80,698 | 80,536 1,230 | 81,766 
German ... 39,519 — | 89,519 |} 52,940 2] 52,942 
Russian ... 13,124; — | 13,124 2,296 _— 2,296 
American 1,146 507 1,653 _— 609 609 
Norwegian 15,969 _ 15,969 14,141 — 14,141 
Portuguese — 3,205 | 3,205 — 4,158 | 4,158 
Danish ... 9,508 648 | 10,156 | 14,124 1,232 | 15,356 
Swedish ... 7,194 — 7,194 13,526 _ 13,526 
Greek... 7,536 _ 7,536 | 31,244 _ 31,244 
Dutch... — oe rye 2,937 = 2,937 
Spanish 2,446 175 | 2,621 _ 210 210 
lialian 5,784 — | 5,784 — _ —_ 
Belgian ... 5,772 me B72 2,390 _ 2,390 

Total 474,830 6,081 | 480,911 575,241 8,217 |583,458 

| 
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36. The following is a return showing total quantity and value 
of, and revenue collected on, spirits of all kinds during the years 
1911 and 1912:— 
































19il. 1912. 
ae as [Pos ' 1 og 
2 ifs 3 a a 8 
Kind. iz E | 8 | te: 3 
sy 3 ie 2s = Blei gs 
3 ales ae 3 ee ea 
2°38 12/15 2: @ |2| & 
eo | A lm] oe), Ale] & 
a er et he 
Galls, | £18] £ |Gals| £ | 8] £ 
Alcohol... dee 23 3 3 8 —_ — 13 — 
Brandy... tee 326 | 280] = 69 324 249 |) 2, 68 
Gin (Unsweetened) | 42,091 | 4,307 8, | 6,214 | 52,238 | 6,169 | 8 | 7,625 
Rum... ws | 11478 | 1/221 | gs | 2364 | 8,963 | 1,303 | ws | 1,961 
Spirit (Sweetened) | 6,868 | 1,688 |“ | 1,445 | 8,097 | 2,023 | % ! 1,700 
Whisky .. ... | 1,991 |1,009| 3 | 7418 | 2539] 1216) 2 | 53 
Total _... | 62,777 |8,508 | — | 10,518 | 72,161 |10,960 | — | 11,887 
III.—LEGISLATION. 
37, Fourteen Ordinances were passed during the year. Of 
these the most important were :— 
No. 4.—‘‘ An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the law 








relating to the Public Health in the Island of Saint Mary.” 
This measure was not passed until the latter end of the year. 
The increased powers given will, it is hoped, simplify the action 
to be taken in the enforcement of sanitation and make the value 
thereof more apparent. 

No. 5.—‘‘ An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to the town of Bathurst.” 

88. These enactments have transferred, to use the words of 
the Senior Sanitary Officer, “‘large and important sanitary sub- 
jects from the region of debate to the realm of action.’’ 


IV.—EDUCATION. 
ScHoots. 

39. No schools are maintained by the Government. Education 
in the Colony, with the exception of the Mohammedan School, 
is carried on entirely by the three Missionary Societies— 
Anglican, Wesleyan, and Roman Catholic. The schools of each 
of these denominations are under European superintendents, 
towards whose salaries the Government contributes £150 per 
annum in each case. A grant is also made towards the salaries 
of teachers in the Mohammedan School and the provision of 
prizes therein. Further grants-in-aid, provided under the 
Education Ordinance, are based on the average attendance of 
pupils and the results of examinations held by the Government 
Inspector of Schools. 
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40. In Bathurst the Anglican body has an aftiliated elemen- 
tary school, with 131 boys and girls on the register during 1912. 
There are also two Roman Catholic affiliated elementary schools 
in Bathurst, one for boys, with 302 on the register, and one for 
girls, with 140 on the register, in 1912. The Wesleyan Church 
has two similar schools, which had a total of 666 pupils on the 
register during the year. This denomination has another school 
in MacCarthy Island, which had 85 pupils on the register. 

41. The Wesleyan Church also supplies the only secondary and 
technical education in the Colony. It has a non-affiliated secon- 
dary school for boys in Bathurst, and a technical and industrial 
school in Bathurst. An annual grant of £300 is given by the 
Government towards the maintenance of this school, which is 
examined once a year by a Government nominee. 

42. The Mohammedan School, attended by 108 children during 
the year, is managed by a Board of leading Mohammedans, with 
the Governor as chairman. The pupils in this school are taught 
elementary subjects in English and Arabic, and the study of 
the Koran. The total number of children presented for examina- 
tion was 31, of whom nine only obtained passes, as against 37 
and 27 in 1911, due to changes in the teaching staff and difficulty 
in obtaining teachers. 

43. The total number of children attending the schools in 1912 
was 1,519, as compared with 1,461 in 1911. 

44, Out of a total of 306 children, including those from the 
Mohammedan School, presented for examination only 173 
obtained passes, 

45. The Government provided £10 for prizes to teachers 
obtaining hygiene certificates. The results of the examination 
were not satisfactory, since only two prizes of ten shillings each 
were awarded. The subject of elementary hygiene and sanita- 
tion is now compulsory in Standards VI and VII. of the schools. 

46. Voluntary education is carried on under great difficulty, 
owing to the irregular attendance of pupils at the various schools. 
The average attendance of pupils during 1912 was only about 
half of those on the registers. 

47. The income and expenditure of the elementary schools for 
1912 are shown in the following tables :— 

Income, 1912. 








| 


| | Amount Gover | 
School. School Fees. | contributed Sheaves | Total. 
by owners. Pi ee 














£ os. d. £8 d. £s. d £8. d, 
Hagan Street ... es | 21 12 113 | 122 13 10} | #804 6 5 | 448 13 3 
St. Joseph’s Convent... | 13 5 5 | 121 8 1 | 89 9 5| 924 911 
St. Mary’s... «| 1614 0 | 156 16 8 | #23815 2] 412 5 10 
Dobson Street «| 73 9 9 | 2115 7 | 48091910) 405 5 2 
Stanley Street vo. | 89 7112] 71 8 9 113 15 3] 224 11 113 
MacCarthy Island ... 55 7) 8 61 4413 0; 131 4 8 
|. 
Grant Total ... | 16915 8 575 9 03 /1,10019 1 1,846 3 94 
| | 


* Including grant of £150 to European superintendent. 
ft Including grant of £115 18s. 8d. to European superintendent. 
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Expenditure, 1912. 
































- Other 
School. | sae ~ | Repairs, cect Salaries. Ex- Total. 
penses. 
| 
= — = 
£«u aS 8 a) & s a &s d\& 6 da, & 8 d. 
Hagan Street | _ 016 8)/1715 7 430 1 0 _ 448.13 3 
St. Joseph's | —- 117 6 6 5 5} 216 0 0 _- 224 211 
Convent. | é 
St. Mary’s ... _- 816 0|29 4 8 847 5 7/27 0 O} 412 5 10 
Dobson Street 24 4 5/111 6|2714 4) 34714 11/4 0 0 495 5 2 
Stanley Street | _ 0 6 6/22 0 Qi} 197 4 8/5 0 O} 224 11 118 
MacCarthy 58 16 0 — 211 1 6818 6/019 1 131 4 8 
Island. 
Total ... 88 0 5/13 8 2 |105 11 58/1,607 4 8 [3619 111,846 3 9% 
i 
InDUSTRIAL AND TECHNICAL. 
48. The technical and industrial school had a fairly successful 


year. The number of boys on the books was 22, of whom six 
were in the last year of their apprenticeship. The average 
annual value, for the last ten years, of the work done by the school 
was £373 6s. 9d. The value of the work done in 1912 was 
£375 18s. 10d., which, although slightly above the average, was 
considerably below that of 1911, the record year, when the value 
reached £675 13s. 3d. The work performed comprised build- 
ings, carts, and general blacksmith’s work. The school is well 
patronised, orders for work being received from all denomina- 
tions. Although the school is a Wesleyan institution, its pupils 
include five Anglicans, one Roman Catholic, and one 
Mohammedan. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Hosprrars. 


49. There are two hospitals, one at Bathurst and one at 
MacCarthy Island. The former has accommodation for four 
first-class, 11 second-class, and 10 third-class male patients, 
and 15 female patients, including two cots for children. There 
are also four rooms-for isolation cases. The wards for males 
and females are in separate buildings. 

50. The hospital, opened in 1911, at MacCarthy Island is in 
charge of a European Medical Officer. It contains a ward for 
Europeans and three wards, two for males and one for female 
native patients; 66 in-patients and 1,356 out-patients were 
treated during the year. 

51. There is also a contagious diseases hospital, situated about 
two miles from Bathurst. Four mild cases of small-pox, all of 
which recovered, were treated in this building during the year. 

52. The medical establishment consists of a Senior Medical 
Officer and four other Medical Officers, all of whom are members 
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of the West African Medical Staff. The Senior and two other 
Medical Officers are resident in Bathurst, one is stationed at 
MacCarthy Island, and one is a travelling Medical Officer in the 
Protectorate. 

53. Four European Roman Catholic Nursing Sisters were 
attached to the hospital. The engagement of these ladies 
terminated at the end of the year owing to the advisability of 
providing trained nurses for service in the hospital. The Sisters 
from the Convent of St. Joseph de Cluny, in Paris, performed 
their work with marked devotion, and left behind them a record 
of piety and gentle unselfishness. A native staff of dispensers, 
dressers, and nurses complete the hospital staff. 

54. The total number of in-patients treated in the Bathurst 
Hospital during the year was 529, compared with 588 in 1911. 
Thirty-three patients died in hospital. 

55. The number of cases treated in the out-patients’ depart- 
ment was 7,895, compared with 7,255 in 1911. 

56. Of the 33 deaths four were from broncho-pneumonia, three 
from bronchitis, while chronic malaria, debility, pneumonia, 
congestion of the lungs, abscess, general injuries, and valvular 
mitral were each responsible for two deaths. 


ASYLUM. 


57. The Home for the Afflicted and Destitute contained eight 
inmates at the end of 1911; 13 more were admitted during the 
year. Of this total of 21, 11 died during the year, two were 
removed to the Kissy Asylum at Sierra Leone, one was dis- 
charged, and seven remained on the 31st December, 1912. 


GovERNMENT SAVINGS Bank. 


58. This institution continued to make satisfactory progress 
under the control of the Receiver-General. At the close of the 
year there were 501 accounts, as compared with 470 in 1911, 
456 in 1910, and 428 in 1909. The amount remaining on deposit 
was £5,267. lls. 6d., as compared with £5,037 6s. 7d., 
£5,261 15s. 10d., and £4,411 5s. 4d. in 1911, 1910, and 1909, 
respectively. The amount deposited during the year was 
£3,517 4s. 4d., and £3,408 lls. 4d. was withdrawn. The 
interest payable was £110 11s. . 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Po.ice. 


59. The Police Force consists of one European Superintendent 
of Police, one European Assistant Superintendent, and 80 non-° 
commissioned officers and men. These were all stationed at 
Bathurst with the exception of one non-commissioned officer and 
six men, who were at out-stations in the Colony and Protectorate. 
During the year the composition of the Force was altered to 
include the ranks of corporal and lance-corporal, with a view 
to improving the organisation and discipline. 
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60. A Merryweather manual fireengine, in the use of which 
selected men are instructed, is attached to the Force. There 
were seven calls to attend fires during the year. One fire, 
successfully dealt with, was serious, and being in the business 
quarter of the town was for a time endangered. Provision has 
been made for a new fire-engine, which will add to the value 
of the Fire Brigade and reduce the risks due to the inadequacy 
of the present fire-fighting appliances. 

61. In addition to ordinary ‘police duties, the Force is called 
upon to attend to stray animals, the issuing of licences for dogs, 
hawkers, boats, canoes, guns and powder, and the inspection of 
weights and measures, besides having to provide messengers, 
mail carriers, and escorts in the Colony and Protectorate. With 
all these calls upon it the Force is not numerically strong enough 
to allow for the proper policing of Bathurst. 

62. A record of known and suspected criminals was instituted 
during the year. This should ultimately prove of great assis- 
tance to the Police in the investigation and detection of crime. 
It is hoped that the finger-print system of identification will be 
adopted shortly. 


Prisons. 


63. The only prison in the Colony is established in Bathurst 
in an old building which is hardly suitable for modern require- 
ments. 

64. On the Ist January, 1912, there were 27 convicted 
prisoners remaining from 1911 in gaol. During the year 104 
were admitted. Of these 84 were discharged on the expiration 
of their sentences, 17 were discharged before the expiration of 
their sentences, three had their sentences remitted, one died in 
gaol, and 26 remained in the prison on the 31st December, 1912. 

65. The health of the prisoners continues to be satisfactory. 
The only death in 1912 was due to heart failure in the case of 
a prisoner whose sentence of death for murder was commuted in 
1910 to 20 years’ imprisonment. 

66. The daily average number of prisoners during the last 
five years was as follows: — 


1908 as oe oH me 23°89 
1909 fv aes ifs a 20°68 
1910 if eke 3B ise 23°78 
1911 a se id Beak 26:24 
1912 a bu sa es 27-50 


Criminan Statistics. 


67. In the Supreme Court there were 22 cases tried, a decrease 
of three as compared with the year 1911. These included two 
charges of murder, of which one prisoner was acquitted and the 
other resulted in a conviction of manslaughter. These charges 
arose in the Protectorate, as did also another, in which the charge 
was “attempt to murder,’’ which also resulted in an acquittal. 
Two other charges of cattle stealing completed the cases com- 
mitted from the Protectorate for trial. 
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68. The number of cases disposed of by the Police Court was 
271, an excess of 46 as compared with the previous year. The 
increase includes 26 summonses taken out by the Board of Health 
under the sections of the new Public Health Ordinance, 1912, 
aiming at the destruction of mosquitoes. The figures given 
must not be taken as an indication of an increase in crime, but 
rather as showing more activity on the part of the Police. 


69. During the year 466 cases were reported from the Pro- 
tectorate, an increase of 99 as compared with 1911. The 
majority of these cases were breaches of special regulations 
under the Protectorate Ordinances, and were not of a serious 
nature. The increase may be accounted for by more attention 
being paid by the native officials in the Provinces to the obser- 
vance of these Ordinances. 

70. It is again most satisfactory to record the continued . 
absence of serious crime both in the Colony and in the Protec- 
torate. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


PorvuLaTION. 


71. The last census of the Colony and Protectorate was taken 
in 1911, and gave the population of the former as 7,700 and of 
the latter as 138,401, a total number of 146,101 inhabitants. 
The Protectorate population was increased by the migration 
of a number, reported to have been 3,367 during the year, 
of strange farmers from neighbouring territories. This addition 
gives a total population of 149,468 (approximate). 


72. The numbers of births and deaths registered in each of 
those parts, of the Colony to which the system of registration 
applies, together with the total number therein for the year, are 
shown in the following tables : — 


Births, 1912. 



































Males. Females. 
District. Totals. 
| White. Blak | Matto White. | Black. | Mulatto, 
Bathurst... ate —_— 130 3 — 125 3 261 
British Kombo... ! — 6 _ _ 6 — 12 
Ceded Mile ... | — 5 oN meant Otel SS 7 
MacCarthy Island — 10 — ] | 13 | = 23 
Total e8'| a T81 ie | 146 | 3 | 303 
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Deaths, 1912. 




















Males. Females. 
District. | | s Ss eH s S £ 
IFi/ mam | S| 4 |EFl Rm |] & ] 4 fe 

| 

Bathurst... «| 3 138 2 1 | —| 112 5 1 |262 
British Kombo... | — 19) — — |—| 10 —- — | 29 
Ceded Mile rr aA 5 12 
MacCarthy Island ... | — 17 - 16 33 
Total o. we | 3] 181 2 1 | — | 143 5 1/336 
































73. The causes of the deaths of the three Europeans who died 
during 1912 were syncope, appendicular abscess, and general 
peritonitis. 

74. The following is a comparative return showing the births 
and deaths registered in Bathurst, British Kombo, the Ceded 
Mile, and MacCarthy Island during the years 1908-1912 :— 

















- Eixcess of Deaths! Excess of Births 
Year. Births. Deaths. over Births. over Deaths. 
1908 eon ase 351 387 36 — 
1909 wee a3 339 330 _ 9 
1910 ave ase 363 385 22 _— 
1911 an ose 306 318 12 _ 
1912 see ioe 303 336 33 _ 





75. There were 20 marriages solemnized in Bathurst during 
the year, as against 17 in 1911. The number of Government 
marriage licences taken out was three, being five less than in the 
previous year. 

76. The number of Europeans, including females, residing in 
the Colony and Protectorate during the year was 198. Of these 
56 were officials and 142 non-officials. Seventeen Europeans, 
including five officials, were invalided during the year. Three 
Europeans died, but no death occurred amongst-the European 
officials. 





Pustrc HEALTH. 


77. The year was fortunately free from yellow fever, of which 
there was an outbreak in 1911. The general health of the Colony 
and Protectorate was satisfactory. 

78. There were 1,914 vaccinations performed in Bathurst in 
1912 and 867 in the Protectorate, compared with 2,608 and 394, 
respectively, in 1911. Arrangements have been made for a 
Medical Officer to travel through the Protectorate and carry out 
eocee on: It is hoped that this will give more satisfactory 
results. 
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79. The Board of Health attends to the sanitation of Bathurst. 
The Senior Medical Officer is Chairman of the Board and the 
Colonial Engineer and Inspector of Police are ex-officio members. 
Six other members are appointed annually by the Governor. 
There is a Senior Sanitary Officer, whose services are shared by 
the Colony and Sierra Leone. Two new appointments were made 
under the Board, namely, a Medical Officer of Health and an 
Assistant Town Warden. 


80. The native sanitary staff was increased by three. The 
campaign against mosquitoes has been vigorously carried out and 
has resulted in greatly diminishing their number. After the last 
case of yellow fever in November, 1911, the fumigation of all 
Government quarters, cellars, and many private buildings was 
undertaken. 


81. The stegomyia species of mosquito has almost disappeared. 
Among the mosquitoes found in different parts of the town at 
the end of the year only two were stegomyia, the remainder were 
mainly culex. The clearing of about 40 acres of mangrove on 
the western side of the town has greatly diminished the number 
of mosquitoes in that quarter. 


82. In addition to the officials already mentioned the sanitary 
staff includes an Inspector and five Assistant Inspectors of 
Nuisances, 40 labourers, increased to 70 in the rainy season; five 
cartmen, one groom, and four lamp-lighters. 


83. In the Protectorate, where prizes are given to the cleanest 
village in each Province, the Travelling Commissioners are 
guided by special Sanitary Instructions. 


CLIMATE. 


84. The climate of the Gambia is pleasant during the dry 
season, which lasts from November to May. For the remaining 
months, the wet season, the conditions are similar to those 
experienced elsewhere on the West Coast of Africa. The damp 
and enervating weather is very oppressive and more generally 
felt, after the several rainless months, than is the case elsewhere. 


85. A meteorological station of the second class is maintained 
in Bathurst. The highest shade temperature recorded in 
Bathurst was 104° and the lowest 58°. The rainfall was 33:99 
inches, compared with 28:14 inches in 1911, the lowest for some 
years. 


86. The following are the meteorological returns for Bathurst 
and MacCarthy Island respectively :— 
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Meteorological Return for the year 1912. Bathurst. 
Temperatures. Rainfall.| Winds. 
Month. ae d q F en ae ad 
eel) 22 |22|-2|] 4 | ee! 83 
2 S| ae jae] a |= |e 8] 8 
a | 5 ms ee a 
; 
January ... 48 94 | 60 34 | 77:0 - E. 
February ... 50 101 60 41 | 80°5 - N. 
March 45 104 63 41 | 83°5 _ _ 
April 45 98 59 39 | 78°5 - _ 
May 50 94 65 29 | 79°5 = i 
June 46 95 67 28 | 81:0} 1°72 |Variable. 
July 50 92 72 20 | 82°0| 5:95 _ 
August oa 52 89 70 29 | 79°5 | 13°24 
September... 68 90 71 19 | 80°5} 9°89 _ 
October... 67 92 73 19 | 82°5] 38:19 _ 
November ... 58 90 | 70 27 | 83°5 _ E 
December ... 49 | 93 | 58 35 | 755 - e 
Total ... 628 | 1,132 | 788 | 361 963-5 33°99 _ 
Average §2°3 94:3 65°6 |80°1 | 80°3 _ - 











Meteorological Return for the year 1912. 


MacCarthy Island. 





Rainfall.| Winds. 























Temperatures. 
Month. | | | A 13 ad 
aed| go 122/812 /2.2| 83 
5 2| 8 SS Sa 
January ... _ 100 54 46 | 77:0 _- N. 
February ... _- 106 55 51 | 80°5 _ NW. 
March = 110 | 60 | 50 | 85-0} — i 
April = 110 | 63 | 47 |865) — rs 
May _ 115 | 57 | 58 | 86-0} — i 
June = 108 | 53 | 55 | 80°5| 2-15 es 
July = 100 55 45 | 77:5 | 4°96 |Variable. 
August... = 100 | 59 | 41 | 79-5 | 13-52 af 
September ... _ 100 60 40 | 80-0 | 10°88 ‘ 
October... ~ 100 | 60 | 40 | 80-0] 2-10 i 
November ... _ 101 | 59 42 | 80:0 “52 Pe 
December ... - 101 50 50 | 75:0 - S.W. 
Total ... _— 1,250 | 685 | 565 (977-5 | 34°13 - 
Average — 104°1 |57-0 /47-0 | 81:4 - _ 
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VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


Postau. 


87. There is a fortnightly mail service between Liverpool and 
Bathurst. The main feature of this communication is the un- 
punctuality of the homeward mail steamers. Of the latter, 23 
out of 27 were late, seven being ten or more days over time. 
Mails are occasionally forwarded to England vid Dakar and 
some continental port by trading vessels. 

88. Internal communication is maintained by steamers or 
launches, of which there are a number belonging to the principal 
firms. These vessels make frequent trips up the river during 
the trading season, and are ready to carry passengers and freight. 

89. There are two post offices established in the Colony, one, 
the head office, being in Bathurst, and the other in MacCarthy 
Island. 

90. The following general return shows the steady increase in 
the volume of business done in the post office, and gives an indi- 
cation of the prosperity of the Colony during recent years. 

















Total number otal pale 
y z la : of letters, |S *oney ani 
ear. Receipts. | Expenditure, arcale Ge Postal Orders 
dealt with, | issued and 
i paid. 
i 
£ £ £ 
1908 683 | 757 112,056 4,133 
1909 2,325 820 110,682 4,848 
1910 1 Tees | 864 124,835 12/626 
1911 an eee 1,811 818 128,265 14,386 
1912 aes toe 4,624 ! 995 135,269 16,211 











91. The ‘‘ Cash on Delivery ’’ service is in force. The exist- 
ing laws relating to postal matters were consolidated and revised 
and embodied in the ‘‘ Post Office Ordinance, 1912,’ enacted 
during the year. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


92. The African Direct Telegraph Company has a station at 
Bathurst. The ordinary rate to the United Kingdom is 3s. 2d. 
per word. Deferred cables at half-rate may be despatched. 

93. There is no inland telegraph. Most Government Depart- 
ments, some official quarters, the Bank of British West Africa, 
and Government House at Cape St. Mary are connected by 
telephone. 


IX.—MILITARY FORCES. 


94. The Gambia Company of the West African Frontier Force 
contains the only regular troops in the Colony. 
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95. The Company forms a detached command of the West 
African Frontier Force, and is inspected by the‘ Inspector- 
General at his periodical visits. 

96. The Gambia Artillery is a Volunteer Force mostly 
recruited from clerks in the Government offices. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


97. No event of particular importance ‘occurred during the 
year 1912, which was one of general progress in the Gambia. 

98. The immigration of native farmers from French territories 
adjoining the Protectorate continued during the year. While 
some of these immigrants only visit the Protectorate to sow and 
harvest a crop of ground-nuts, very many of them become per- 
manent residents. The number of emigrants is very small. 

99. No public work of any great importance was completed 
during the year. Some progress was made with the dredging 
of the Walli Kunda channel. Dredging was also carried out 
alongside the Government whart at Bathurst. The survey of 
Bathurst was completed and the construction of the new bridge 
at Oyster Creek was continued. This and all other work of a 
similar nature is greatly handicapped by the inefficiency of the 
labourers available and by the necessity for suspending opera- 
tions during the rains. The anti-malaria campaign was actively 
prosecuted by the Board of Health. Valuable work in this direc- 
tion was carried out by the Town Warden, who superintended 
the operations of a gang which succeeded in clearing several 
acres of swamp from mangrove in the vicinity of Half Die. The 
Public Works Department was engaged in the building of addi- 
tional and the renovation of existing quarters for officials, and 
in commencing the erection of a new post office. 


100. There were no changes in the constitution of the Colony. 
Very necessary additions to the establishment were made during 
1912, and the preceding year, by appointing assistants to the 
heads of the principal departments. These appointments will 
admit of a policy of continuity in the administration of the 
departments concerned being possible. ‘The necessity for senior 
and other officers proceeding on leave at the expiration of their 
tours of service, and for their being transferred to other depart- 
ments to hold acting appointments, entails frequent changes. 
They are not conducive to the maintenance of routine or depart- 
mental efficiency. As instances of such changes it may be 
mentioned that the Post Office and Treasury were administered 
by four and the Secretariat by five different officers in 1912. 
The condition of these departments at the end of the twelve 
months testified, not to the excellence of such a system, which 
had of necessity to be followed, but to the zeal and efficiency 
displayed by the several officers holding acting appointments 
therein during the year. 
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101. The services of Lieutenant-Colouel C. R. M. O’Brien, 
C.M.G., as Colonial Secretary were lost to the Gambia at the 
latter end of the year on his promotion to the Governorship of 
the Seychelles. 

102. Climatic conditions in the Gambia are unsuitable for the 
performance of manual labour by Europeans. Native labour was 
difficult to obtain. The scarcity of labour, due to the successful 
ground-nut harvest, caused a rise in wages. This, together with 
an advance of 10 per cent. in freight charges, increased the cost 
of living. 

.108. Capital might be invested with some profit provided that 
it was in the hands of competent persons with local experience 
who are independent of the ordinary Gambian labourer, who is 
in the happy position of having few wants, which are easily sup- 
plied, and is consequently not driven by stern necessity to work. 

104. The year was one of peace and contentment. Many signs 
were given of the satisfaction existing among the natives regard- 
ing the benefits attached to living in the Colony and Protectorate 
under the British flag. The prosperity and peace reigning in 
the Protectorate is a tribute to the work, ably and patiently 
carried out, of the Travelling Commissioners, who have succeeded 
in gaining the confidence and regard of the natives. 

105. With a continuation of favourable seasons and of the 
progressive policy of recent years there is every indication that 
the prosperity of the Colony and Protectorate and the happiness 
of the various communities therein will continue to increase. 


W. T. Campsert, 


Colonial Secretary. 
Bathurst, Gambia, 
5th July, 1913. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 
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Colony, &e. Year. 
Somaliland ... eee 1911-1912 
Imperial Institute ... 1911 
Northern Nigeria 4 
Jamaica ae on 1911-1912 
Swaziland ay 
Bahamas < 
Grenada 1911 
Uganda 1911-1912 
Mauritius... aes 1911 
Trinidad and Tobago 1911-1912 
British Guiana ms Fs 
St. Vincent ... s 
Barbados _ 
Leeward Islands <i 
Straits Settlements a 1911 
East Africa Protectorate ... 1911-1912 , 
St. Lucia... ate ioe oe oe ae ove re 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Protectorate... ave ae 1911 
Cayman Islands (Jamaica) o. . 1911-1912 
Gibraltar ip a “ : 1912 
St. Helena ... 0 eA 0 i 
Weihaiwai ... “ aos . “ 
Ceylon ” tes 1911-1912 
Sierra Leone ss 7 1912 
Seychelles ooo ” 
Somaliland ... a 1912-1913 
Hong Kong... Ox on 1912 
Turks and Caicos Islands... * 
Falkland Islands... es a oes nm 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast ” 
Bahamas... ase one 1912-1913 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &c. Subject. 
Ceylon . Mineral Survey, 1906-7 and 
1907-8. 


West Indies... 


Southern Nigeria 
St. Vincent ... 


Weihaiwei_... oe 
Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland ... toe 
Southern Nigeria ... 
Imperial Institute ... 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies... 


Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 

Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 

Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 

Census, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9, 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha, 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, &e, 
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THe GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, Suva, Fiji, 
9th June, 1913. 
Srr, 

I wave the honour to forward the Report by Mr. Eyre 
Hutson, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary, on the Blue Book of the 
Colony of Fiji for the year 1912. 

2. The Blue Book itself is now in the hands of the printer, 
and copies will be transmitted to you in due course. ; 

3. The revenue for 1912 was the highest collected in the 
history of the Colony, and exceeded the revenue for 1911 by no 
less than £43,552 4s, 4d. Excluding the expenditure on what 
are termed “ Loan Works,’ namely, the Suva Harbour and 
Drainage Works, which amounted last year to £16,418, and will 
be met ultimately from the loan to be raised under the provisions 
of Ordinance No. 4 of 1910, the revenue for 1912 exceeded the 
expenditure by the handsome sum of £32,202 16s. 9d. On the 
31st December last the surplus of the Colony’s assets over its 
liabilities was £121,008 19s. 5d. 

4. J invite attention to the rapid increase in the Indian popula- 
tion, and to the satisfactory increase that has taken place for the 
first time for many years in the native or Fijian population. 
Provided the increase in the population continues, lards are 
made available for Kuropean and Indian settlement, the Colony 
can be opened up by a better road system than now obtains, and 
steam communication between the different islands and the 
capital can be improved, the future of this Colony should be a 
bright one. 

5. The Fiji Islands cover an area of 7,435 square miles, or 
more than the area of Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, the Lee- 
ward Islands, the Windward Islands, and Barbados put together, 
and are capable of sustaining a population which can be counted 
in millions. The opening in 1915 of the Panama Canal should 
prove an important event for Fiji, and, if steps are taken to 
attract shipping to its ports, a considerable expansion in its trade 
may be anticipated with confidence during the next decade. 


T have, &e., 
BickHam Escort, 


fa 





Governor. 
The Right Honourable 


The Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 
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FIJI BLUE BOOK REPORT, 1912. 


I—FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the year amounted to £283,947, or £48,552 
greater than the revenue for 1911, and £15,747 in excess of the 
original estimate of the year’s receipts. The principal increases 
were under the heads of Customs (£17,120), Stamp Duty 
(£9,500), Buildings and Hut Tax (£9,221), Telephone Receipts 
(£1,364), and Land Sales (£4,888). The increase in the revenue 
from Customs dues is accounted for by the increased importation 
of dutiable goods, such as biscuits, flour, drapery, meats, oils, 
and rice. Legacy and estate duty to the amount of 
£8,718 17s. 1d. was paid on one estate during 1912. The tax 
imposed under the Buildings and Hut Tax Ordinance was levied 
for the first time in 1912. A portion of the foreshore at Lautoka 
was sold during 1912 for the sum of £5,000. The revenue 
received for the year 1912 is greater than that received in respect 
of any previous year, and is greater than the average annual 
revenue received during the five previous years by a sum of 
approximately £86,332. 

The expenditure for 1912 was originally estimated at £287,645, 
but, by direction of the Secretary of State, the vote for Public 
Works Extraordinary was reduced by £15,000. The actual 
expenditure for 1912 amounted to £268,158, or £15,789 less than 
the amount of revenue received. Included in the expenditure is 
a sum of £16,413 advanced against Loan Account for harbour 
and drainage works at Suva. 

The total revenue and expenditure for the past five years is 
shown in the following table: 





Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ Sa cae igtas 
1908 ane .. 178015 5 8 197,798 16 1 
1909 ee wo 1TT909 19 5 187,684 13 0 
1910 se vas 241,952 5 92 236,661 0 3 
1911 S, .. 240,894 14 9 265,347 8 8 
1912 283,946 19 1 268, 157 14 7 


The excess of eee over liabilities on the 31st December, 1912, 
was £104,595, but this does not include the amount of £16, 413 
advanced against Loan Works. The surplus of assets over 
liabilities was, therefore, £121,008. 

The nominal amount of stock held by Government was 
£111,463 10s. Od.; the original cost was £112,207 11s. 0d., and 
the value of the stock on the 31st December, 1912, was 
£102,315 9s. 7d. 

The public debt of the Colony stood as follows on the 31st 
December, 1912 :— 


£& s. d. 

Imperial Loan without interest ... .. 80,815 1 3 
Debentures (bearing interest at the rate of 

43 per cent.) aoe es a .. 62,000 0 0 


£82,815 1 3 





Fig1, 1912. 5 

The Imperial Loan is being repaid at the rate of £5,000 per 

annum. A sum of £1,500 is applied annually to the redemption 

of the Debenture Loan, the interest on debentures so redeemed 

being applied to the further reduction of the debt. The debt 
of the Colony was reduced during the year by £10,700. 


The legal tender currency and the only coin in circulation is 
English sterling. There is at present no Government note issue. 
There are two private banks established in the Colony—the Bank 
of New Zealand and the Bank of New South Wales; the former 
has branches at Suva and Levuka, and the latter at Suva, Levuka, 
and Lautoka. Both these banks have a private note issue, the 
amount in circulation on the 31st December, 1912, being £1,790. 
The note issue is not officially recognised. 


The business of the Government Savings Bank shows a slight 
increase. During the year 300 accounts were opened, as against 
259, and 167 were closed, as against 138 in 1911. At the end of 
1912, 530 accounts remained open, and an amount of 
£10,783 7s. Od. stood to the credit of depositors, showing an 
average of £20 6s. 11d. to the credit of each depositor. The total 
amount deposited during 1912 exceeded the amount deposited 
during 1911 by £209 8s. 7d. Interest earned on investments 
amounted to £271 1s. ld. Interest paid or credited to depositors 
was £206 15s. 2d. Incidental expenses amounted to £18 9s. 9d. 
No charge is made for expenses of management, which is in the 
hands of civil servants, who perform this work as part of their 
duties. 

At Levuka, 30 accounts were opened and 18 closed. Deposits 
there amounted to £802 8s. Od., aud withdrawals to £467 9s. 11d. 
At the General Post Office, Suva, 98 accounts were opened and a 
sum of £1,951 18s. Od. deposited. These figures are included in 
those referred to in the preceding paragraph. 


Branch offices were also opened at Lomaloma, Lautoka, and 
Makogai. 


The bank’s funds are invested in England to the extent of 
£7,789 19s. 8d. 


The following statements show the revenue and expenditure 
during each of the last five years of the Suva and Levuka 
Municipalities and School Boards :— 




















; 
Suva Municipality. Levuka Municipality. 
Year. I 
Revenue. | Expenditure. | Revenue. | Expenditure. 
£ £ | £ £ 
1908 3,147 3,091 | 1,102 1,554 
1909 3,215 | 3,575 i 1,555 1,433 
1910 5,609 | 4.933 | 2,882 1,875 
1911 5,772! 7,081 2,068 2,266 
1912 ass ats 7,229 | 8,605 | 4,582 | 3,597 
- i 1 
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1 
Suva School Board. Levuka School Board. 
Year. 7 i ss 
Revenue. | Expenditure. | Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ £ £ 
1908 tee eee 1,235 1,031 839 915 
1909 oe oe 967 1,011 TAL 714 
1910 oe on 930 859 836 786 
1911 aes a 1,354 1,275 683 882 
1912 a wie 1,088 1,020 1,069 1,065 











The debt of tlie Municipality of Suva consists of a Debenture 
Loan of £2,000 bearing interest at 5 per cent. and repayable at 
the rate of £100 a year. The amount of the debt on 31st 
December, 1912, was £1,400. A loan of £600, without interest, 
was made to the Suva Municipality during 1910 from general 
revenue to assist the Council in meeting expenses incurred in 
repairing damage caused by the hurricane in March, 1910. The 
loan is repayable by annual instalments of £100. 

The debt of the Municipality of Levuka consists of a Debenture 
Loan of £500 bearing interest at 5 per cent. and repayable by 
annual instalments of £50, and a Debenture Loan of £1,400 
bearing interest at 4 per cent. The former stood at £100 and 
the latter at £1,400 on the 31st December, 1912. 


I1—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The following statement shows the value of the principal items 
of import during the years 1911 and 1912:— 


Nature of Import. 1911. 1912. 
£ £ 

Bacon and hams Ba ae ge 3,312 3,564 
Bags and sugar-mats mS os 25,968 26,871 
Beer ... he wa ve ea 6,219 7,824 
Books : ths fe =o 2,157 2,959 
Boots and shoes a ~ ey 9,884 8,390 
Breadstuffs and biscuits ... he 60,443 72,844 
Bran ... ES os oe 6,985 7,188 
Butter and ghee ie fa me 17,631 17,629 
Cement ts abs 7,678 8,817 
Cigars and cigarettes sas ae 2,906 4,033 
Coal... dic ae bas es 28,684 25,910 
Cordage or aor a EN 4,210 4,589 
Cutlery 2G os we ae 5,750 5,778 
Drapery ite Se ae « —:146,425 158,357 
Drugs hes ae ay 6,610 8,363 
Hlectroplated ware ... aor oe. 2,667 3,377 
Fish ... oe ees ie 12,214 19,492 
Furniture... re whe 6,567 5,120 


Galvanised iron and ‘goods... Fae 22,237 22,910 


Fig, 1912. 7 


Nature of Import. 1911. 1912. 
£ £ 
Glassware and crockery ... ae 4,864 4,710 
Grain ae wes a 4,987 6,146 
Grease and tallow wee ate oe 3,117 4,288 
Hardware... as Fos ee 56,601 55,888 
Horses 8,755 7,325 
Tron-bar, rod, sheet-rails, and pipes 23,422 19,477 
Jewellery 28 We Ye 4,479 5,916 
Leatherware Ra wae on 7,670 7,046 
Live stock ... ay oer tas: 14,681 13,219 
Machinery... ae = 88,728 28,774 
Machinery—agricultural aes A 10,595 7,807 
Manure a3 fe aos Phe 7,221 11,628 
Meats dee me an wee 22,489 27,055 
Milk ... a 208 seis ve 2,462 3,144 
Oils... ot nc oy ae 20,470 25,557 
Paints vag ie a en 5,508 6,167 
Rice .., Ae or ae ay 16,945 27,381 
Sheep ys Ss ei op 3,240 3,506 
Soap ... ae i aa ae 1,611 2,049 
Spirits oe ~ a nae 11,866 12,061 
Stationery... oak $4 aa 7,459 6,765 
Sugar ocd oe sts eas 5,015 6,272 
Tea... el es — Ue 3,531 4,007 
Timber Res as 47,5385 45,106 
Tobacco (excluding cigars and 
cigarettes) oe ae 10,663 10,421 
Toys and fancy goods 4 eaG 1,460 4,243 
Vegetables and fruit t (fresh) ae 8,706 11,858 
Wines ae 2,871 3,382 


The items showing increases of note are breadstuffs and biscuits, 
meats, manure, rice, and vegetables and fruit. The continued 
increase in imports is due to the fact that the Colony’s industries 
continued to progress steadily despite the temporary set-back 
caused by the hurricane in January, 1912. 

Particulars regarding the number, nationality, and tonnage of 
steam and sailing vessels entered and cleared at the ports of the 
Colony during 1911 and 1912 are given in the following table: — 

















Entered. Cleared. 
nti . Descrip- 
Nationality. Mone = 
1911. 1912. 1911. 1912, 
| | 
| No.| Tons. |No.| Tons. |No.| Tons. |No.| Tons. 
British | Steam /140 | 290,167 |184 | 299,749 |134 | 285 031 |135 | 295,923 
a3 + | Sailing | 3 1,345 | 1 1,031 | 2 1,188 | 2 1,187 
German ... %. _ —_ i 1,958 | — _ — _ 
American... 5s 6 2,942 | 6 3,364 | 4 2,216 | 5 2,829 
Norwegian ‘is 11 1,023 | — _- 1 1,023 | — — 
French... | Steam | — _— 2 164) — _ 2 164 
AS v- | Sailing | — | — 2) 3,487 | — 








ae 2] 3,487 
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The number and tonnage of local vessels holding coasting 
licences during 1912 were :— 














No Tons 
European-owned vessels mE vx «12 2,603 
Native-owned vessels ... eed .. 152 982 
Chinese-owned vessels . er te 10 136 
Halfcaste-owned vessels oes eas 19 253 
Indian-owned vessels ... ee ~ i 36 
300 4,010 
The following statement shows the total shipping entered and 
cleared during the past five years : — 
Year. | : Entered. i Cleared. Total. 
Tons. Tons. Tons, 
1908... rh ave Bes | 244,173 234,860 474,033 
1909: «sas es ate Ba 272,552 274,140 546,692 
1910. eae | = 262,273 253,299 515,572 
TOTO CAG ote Men 295,477 289,458 584,935 
1912. aoe es wee 309,753 303,590 613,343 








The following figures show the number and tonnage of vessels 
visiting the Colony during the past five years: — 


Year. No. Tons. 

1908 ey be a 134 224,173 
1909 Me a ms 140 272,552 
1910 a a ea 124 262,273 
1911 is an Not 150 295,477 


1912 Be si os 146 309,753 
The total imports and exports for the past five years are shown 
in the following table :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
1908 ies fs .. 662,654 878,393 
1909 oe se s+ 636,250 947,136 
1910 age oe - 829,029 1,005,818 
1911 yee e « 854,193 1,275,235 
1912 940,044 1,058,960 


The amount of Customs duties levied on imports during each 
of the past five years was as follows :— 


Year. Customs Duties Levied. 
£ 

1908 wa eee ei eee ms 106,595 

1909 a ae oe oe ae 106,357 

1910 ie Fe a a se 131,691 

1911 i ve ies a os 150,165 


1912 =i ees fet ie ahs 165,145 
The bulk of the Colony’s trade continues to be conducted 
through Australia and New Zealand. The total trade of the 
Colony during the year 1912 was distributed amongst the various 
countries as follows :— 


Pigt, 1912. § 


Country. Total. 
United Kingdom wee aa ots 230,562 

British Possessions :— 
New South Wales ae ye a 868,907 
New Zealand... Fan oe ee 600,515 
Victoria ... vibe pee Mes se 72,472 
Queensland oy ae eal nae 2,841 
India ie ee wes = nt 41,369 
Canada ... a3 ey ie S06 75,929 
Hong Kong aie Fs, 8,868 
Other British Possessions ade sare 2,870 
Total British Possessions «. £1,674,421 

Foreign Countries : — 
United States of America... me 61,618 
Japan... j Poe oe 6,191 
France... si ae na ine 1,014 
Germany . Bs its ae ae 29,462 
Belgium ... wine es 1,319 
Other Foreign Countries cds ee 4,416 
Total Foreign Countries Ree £94,020 

Totals : — 

United Kingdom as ae ae 280,562 
British Possessions me a «= 1,674,421 
' Foreign Countries ee res eae 94,020 
Total Trade... .. ss £1,999,004 


The value of imports from the United Kingdom rose from 
£164,636 in 1911 to £184,862 in 1912. The exports to the 
United Kingdom in 1912 consisted almost entirely of copra. 

The Receiver-General reports as follows on British and foreign 
trade :— 

“The trade statistics in this Colony are compiled on the basis, 
“ not of. country of origin, but on country of consignment, and it 
‘*is not known from the statistics whether the goods are of British 
oe or foreign manufacture. 

“Speaking generally, the proportion of British manufactured 
goods to the total importations is exceedingly high in Fiji. 
««Phis is due in no small measure to the fact that the bulk of the 
“ export trade is with the adjoining British countries of Australia 
“and New Zealand; that there are no, or few, direct means of 
“* communication with non-British countries; that most of the 
‘* trade is in the hands of British subjects; and that it is con- 

‘‘ venient to procure supplies from Australia. The bulk of food- 
“ stuffs, viz., flour, rice, biscuits, meats, potatoes, onions and 
“ dholl, will no doubt still be obtained from Australia, New 
oS Zealand, and India, owing to the proximity of the ‘two former 
“places and the cheap rates of freights ruling from the latter 


6c 


io COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUaL. 


“country. But, as regards manufactured goods, there is already 
“the tendency, which will grow in future, to obtain goods in the 
“ cheapest markets now offering in Germany, Japan, the United 
* States, and Sweden. 

“16. From the United States are being obtained agricultural 
“implements, oil engines, boots, wooden ware, oars, handles, 
“wood blocks, lamps, paper bags, petroleum products, resin, and 
“turpentine. From Germany, sewing machines, common jewellery, 
“perfumery, buttons, brushware, toys, pianos, beer, wire nails, 
‘fencing wire, lamps, wooden pipes, fancy goods, and common 
“tools. From Japan, cheap undershirts, hosiery, camphor, 
“brushware, silk and silk manufactures. From Sweden, 
“matches (the safety kind, which is almost invariably used in 
“ Fiji) and calcium carbide.” 

The decrease in exports in 1912, as compared with 1911, is 
attributable to the effects of the hurricane in January, 1912. 

The staple products of the Colony remain the same; the 
quantity and value of these exports during the last five years 
were as follows :— 














Sugar. Copra. Green Fruit. 
Year. = aa yl 
Quantity. | Value. Quantity. Value. Value. 
\ [Seren nena 
Tons. £ Tons £ £ 

1908... | 68,149 647,306 | 12,931 154,488 62,217 
1909... ... | 60,825 607,969 | 15,880 226,599 98,491 
1910 - | 61,761 669,432 | 13,078 258,841 47,302 
1911 72,834 797,274 | 16,337 294/945 151,668 
1912, 61,728 671,713 13,710 242,073 120,510 











During the year green fruit of the total value of £120,510 was 
exported, of which about one-third was shipped to the Melbourne 
market by means of the greater facilities in transport provided 
during the year. The revenue derived from the imposition of the 
Banana Subsidy and Inspection Tax, levied under Ordinance XII. 
of 1911, amounted to £2,034 12s. 9d., against which the cost of 
inspection and subsidies on account of the banana trade amounted 
to £5,097. 

The following statement shows the quantity of bananas ex- 
ported during each of the last five years:— 


Year. Bunches. Cases. 
1908 ae ae 356,180 145,110 
1909 oon as 585,718 188,577 
1910 ne we 271,024 81,225 
1911 ae a4 897,345 219,551 
1912 ea an 589,743 209,772 


The total area of land under sugar-cane cultivation on the 
31st December, 1912, was estimated at 43,358 acres, from which 
were produced 480,658 tons of sugar-cane. The area under cocoa- 
nuts, or cultivated by Europeans, and exclusive of native pfanta- 
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tions, was estimated at 32,810 acres. The estimated cultivated 
area under bananas and pineapples on the 31st December last was 
6,692 and 54 acres respectively. These figures do not include 
native plantations, as to which details are not available. It is 
from native plantations that the greater part of the green fruit 
exported is produced. Fruit so grown is sold under contract to 
European buyers, who ship the produce to the respective markets. 
Previous to the year 1911, the cultivation of bananas for export 
was confined principally to the Rewa Valley and to the Sigatoka 
district, from which the produce can be easily transported to 
meet ocean steamers sailing from Suva and from Momi, a port of 
call adjacent to the Sigatoka River. During 1912, a steamer of 
the Union Steamship Company continued to make periodical 
visits to Savu Savu Bay district on the southern side of the island 
of Vanua Levu. It is hoped that still greater facilities for trans- 
port and conveyance of fruit to the port of Suva may be provided 
in the near future, and that the cultivation of fruit will increase 
considerably. 

After deducting the three principal items of export from the 
value of the total exports of the Colony, the value of the minor 
products exported during each of the last five years amounted 
to:— 


Year. £ 

1908... aes iiss D5 6 13,321 
1900. res Ka eA nee ae 13,752 
1910" gs she “i aa nie 30,171 
1911... 3h Ken fe red 82,048 
1912... ne bie ioe wag 24,236 


The principal minor exports were trocas shell, £7,573; 
molasses, £7,259; turtle shell, £2,087; and hides and pelts, 
£1,480. More attention might, with advantage, be given to the 
cultivation of products other than sugar, fruit and copra. Some 
considerable area of land is being leased to planters for the 
cultivation of sisal hemp, and it is anticipated that the pro- 
duction of this fibre will become an important industry in some 
districts of the Colony. Land in considerable areas unsuited to 
the cultivation of the staple products is available for settlement. 


Lanp GRANTS. 


The following is a statement of land alienations which shows 
approximately the position in regard to land as it stood on the 
31st December, 1912, as compared to the position at the end 
of 1911:— 


Acres. 
1911. 1912. 
Crown Grants : — 
Area held by Crown on Crown Grant... 9,865 9,865 
Area held by settlers on Crown Grant ... 418,134 418,149 








Total area held on Crown Grant ... 427,999 428,014 
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Acres. 
1912. 
Native Grants :— 
Area held by Crown on Native Grant «» 60,878 52,838 
Area held by settlers on Native Grant ... 87,812 88,745 
Total area held on Native Grant ... 88,690 91,083 


Native Leaseholds : — 
Area held by Indians on Native Leasehold 21,781 23,140 
Area held by Europeans on NativeLeasehold 120,765 140,478 

Total area of Native Leaseholds held 








by settlers... 142,546 163,618 
Crown Leaseholds : — 
Area held by Indians on Crown Leasehold... 3,850 3,870 


Area held by Europeans on Crown Leasehold 36,280 37,364 
Total area of Crown Leaseholds held 
by settlers ... 40,130 41,284 














It will thus be seen that the alienated lands of the Colony are 
as follows :— 





Acres. 

Crown Grants... ae bt err aS 428,014 
Native Grants... oe fd aa ae 91,083 
Total Freehold area oo en ed 519,097 

Add Native Leasehold area a sc 163,618 

Add Crown Leasehold area “ae ee 41,234 

Total alienated area ... oe aa 728,949 


III.—IMMIGRATION. 


During 1912 there were introduced into the Colony 3,402 
Indian immigrants, as against 4,216 during the previous year. 
The total population of East Indians in the Colony was 47,851. 
The number of East Indians serving under indenture on the 
31st December last was 15,369 (male adulis, 9,767; female adults, 
3,400; children, 2,202) and of time- expired indentured immi- 
grants remaining or settling in the Colony there were 32,482. 
The proportion of females to males of the Indian population 
was :— 

Adult females ... dec A 43°17 to 100 males. 
Non-adult females ee oa 99°95 to 100 males. 


The number of charges laid in each of the past five years for 
breaches of labour laws is as follows : — 


1908 es oe Son age te 2,237 
1909 ae hie ne ton ste 1,924 
1910 sti ee ey ne hit 1,911 
1911 ee aie ues ae er 1,520 


1912... sea ate ae a 1,256 
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The steady decrease indicated in the number of charges laid is 
satisfactory, and it may be said to be due in part to more effective 
distribution of labour and to the rigid inspections carried out by 
the Department of Immigration. 


IV.—LEGISLATION. 


Thirty Ordinances were passed during the year. Of these the 
most important were :— 

Ordinance No. VII. (the Cinematograph Ordinance), which 
provides for the better regulation and control of cinematograph 
exhibitions. Supervision is exercised at exhibitions to insure 
safety from fire, and cinematograph displays are subject to the 
permit of the Inspector-General of Constabulary. 

Ordinance No. VIII. (the Forests Ordinance) amends the law 
relating to forests and timber. Provision is made for the 
proclamation of forest reserves, for the constitution of village 
forests, for the prohibition of certain acts in reserved forests, for 
the issue of licences to cut timber in such forests, and for the 
making of regulations with regard to any reserved forest. 

Ordinance No. XVII. (the Customs Duties Ordinance) provides 
for the imposition of customs dues on certain articles hitherto 
included in the free list, and for a redistribution of dues imposed 
on food stuffs and necessaries of life. 

Ordinance No. XXIV. (the Ba and Sigatoka Light Railways 
Ordinance) authorises and provides for the regulation of certain 
light railways constructed by the Colonial Sugar Refining Com- 
pany, Limited. Certain regulations are laid down for the 
control of the running of the trains, of the passenger traffic, and 
of the permanent way. The Governor in Council is given power 
to make further regulations, and the Company is empowered to 
make by-laws to regulate traffic and access to stations and other 
parts adequately fenced. 

Ordinance No. XXVI. (the Wireless Telegraphy Ordinance) 
renders illegal the establishment of a system of wireless tele- 
graphy in the Colony without a licence to instal such an apparatus 
first obtained from the Governor. The Governor is empowered 
to make regulations to regulate the use of wireless apparatus, 
and penalties are laid down for breaches of the Ordinance or of 
regulations made thereunder. 

Ordinance No. X XVII. (the Animals Protection Ordinance) 
provides for the protection of certain birds, animals, and fish. 
Power is given to the Governor in Council to reserve certain areas 
for the protection of game, and penalties are laid down for 
breaches of the Ordinance or of regulations made thereunder. 

Ordinance No. XXIX. (the Suva Sewerage Ordinance) provides 
for the appointment of a Commissioner with certain defined 
powers to establish and construct a system of sewerage within the 
town of Suva. Provision is also made for the imposition of rates, 
for the collection of the same by the Municipal Council, and for 
the appointment of a Board of Commissioners, with powers to 
make regulations relating to the Suva sewerage system. 
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V.—EDUCATION. 


The Public Education Ordinance, 1890, provides for the 
election of School Boards within constituted areas. The expenses 
of the Boards are paid out of the School Funds of each district, 
consisting of (1) an annual grant by Government on the average 
attendance on a fixed scale, and (2) a contribution from the rating 
authorities of the amount required for school purposes beyond the 
Government grant. During the year the Government grant to 
he Suva Public School amounted to £457 10s. 9d., and the school 
rates to £430. There are two aided schools under these School 
Boards, at which education is free to children living within the 
school districts between the ages of six and fourteen years. These 
schools are inspected annually by an Inspector from the Educa- 
ion Department of Victoria. The children of people living in 
country districts are provided for by a boarding establishment 
attached to the Levuka school, where there is accommodation for 
a limited number. The Suva Public School has five teachers, with 
an average attendance of 143. The Levuka School has two 
eachers and an average attendance, during 1912, of 1162. The 
Roman Catholic Mission provides three schools for the education 
of European children. The total number of children attending 
these schools in 1912 was 217. The education of natives is con- 
ducted mainly by the Methodist and Roman Catholic Missions. 
The former have 1,006, with a total attendance of 16,976. These 
figures include six minor schools set apart for the Indian com- 
munity. The Roman Catholic Mission have 157 schools, and in 
1912 1,905 native children were on their school rolls. The 
Government Native School at Nasinu is under the charge of two 
European masters. It is entirely a boarding school, and there 
were 70 pupils during the year. Beyond these schools there are 
several provincial schools maintained by the natives themselves, 
with, in one instance, monetary assistance from Government. 
The general question of education within the Colony was the 
subject of a commission which sat throughout the year 1909. 
The question as to steps to be taken to improve the educational 
facilities of the Colony is under consideration. 











VI.—_GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


The Colonial Hospital, Suva, the principal medical institution 
in the Colony, is under the charge of a resident medical officer 
assisted by a junior medical officer, a matron, two staff nurses, one 
graduate nurse, and six pupil nurses, the whole being supervised 
by the Chief Medical Officer. Admissions during 1912 amounted 
to 1,728, of whom 211 were Europeans. The number of Euro- 
peans admitted in the previous year was 195. The revenue for 
the year was £1,750 4s. 9d, and the expenditure £3,019 4s. 4d. 

There is a branch hospital at Levuka under the charge of the 
district medical officer, assisted by a matron. This institution 
provides for the treatment of Europeans as well as natives living 
in the district, 
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There are eight provincial hospitals for the treatment of 
native Fijians. These are supervised by Government medical 
officers. The number of admissions to these provincial hospitals 
during 1912 was 3,917. 

The lunatic asylum at Suva is under the charge of a European 
warder, and the Chief Medical Officer is the superintendent of the 
asylum. The asylum is visited by the Board of Visitors 
appointed for the purpose. During 1912 there were 17 admis- 
sions and 7 discharges, leaving 39 inmates at the close of the 
year. 

There is a leper asylum on the island of Makogai, under the 
charge of a medical superintendent, assisted by two European 
nursing sisters and two native medical practitioners. On the 
81st December, 1912, there were 154 lepers in the asylum. The 
work of collection and transportation of lepers previously residing 
in all parts of the group is now nearing completion. 

Considerable progress has been made in establishing herds of 
eattle, sheep, goats, and pigs, to be used as food for the asylum. 

The expenditure on the asylum during 1912, exclusive of public 
works, amounted to £3,504 17s. 5d. A full description of the 
asylum is given in the report for 1911. 


VII.—CRIMINAL AND POLICE. 


The Fiji Constabulary consists of Fijians and Indians, officered 
by Europeans and supervised by the Inspector-General of Con- 
stabulary. The cost of the force in 1912 was £11,219. 

The gaol in Suva is under the supervision of a keeper, with 
European overseers and native warders. The provincial gaols 
are supervised by keepers who are usually the European police 
officers stationed in the respective districts. The gaols of the 
Colony are controlled by the Inspector-General of Prisons. The 
total number of persons committed in 1912 to Suva and Levuka 
common gaols was 621, as against 652 for the previous year, and 
857 for 1910. 

The total number of offences reported to the police was 4,322. 
Of these reported offences 435 were offences against the person, 
322 larceny, 49 offences against property (other than larceny), 
and the greater portion of the balance were offences against labour 
laws by indentured labourers. 

The following table shows the number of offences reported in 
respect of the last five years :— 


1908 0. keene 6700 
1909 8 ee EEO gary 
D010) sy Cd. Uihey ee eG 146 
19NT ee Met, Tubae ork) ks 6160 
19120 Gy Ce BS, 54/309 


The total number of complaints against indentured immigrants 
in 1912 was 1,256, as compared with 1,520 in 1911, d 


16 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL, 
There are 19 proclaimed prisons within the Colony. On the 
31st December last there were 360 male and three female 
prisoners, making a total of 363, confined in the various prisons 
of the Colony, the nationalities being :— 














1 
— Males. | Females, Total. 
European 6 _— 6 
Indian ... 218 3 221 
Polynesian 13 _ 13 
Fijian... 123 _ 123 
Total 360 3 363 


All prisoners sentenced to terms of six months’ imprisonment 
and over, or to penal servitude, are confined in Suva gaol, only 
short-sentence prisoners being confined in the provincial gaols. 

Shot-drill as a punishment has been abolished, and a system 
of marks for good behaviour has been introduced, and is in force 
in the gaols at Suva and Levuka. Considerable progress is being 
made in the establishment of the separate system of confinement 
in all the prisons of the Colony. 

The total value of the work performed by prison labour at 
Suva gaol, exclusive of that employed in the prison service, was 
£5,020, as against a total expenditure of £5,127. The value of 
each unit is placed at 2s. per diem. Prisoners are mainly 
employed on public works, but a certain number are taught mat 
and brush making, printing, and tinsmithy. 





VIII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The following statement shows the estimated population at the 
end of the year 1912 as compared with the population at the 
census on end April, 1911 :- — 









































Census on Estimate on 
Qnd April, 1911. 31st December, 1912. 
Class. ae vce ell = Btls Soe 
Males. |emales.| Total. | Males. bom | 
wae . 5 u 
Europeans 2,403 1,304 3,707 2,727 1,404 4,131 
Half-castes 1,217 1,184 2,401 1,277 1,235 2,512 
Indians i 26,073 | 14,213 | 40,286 | 31,076 | 17,538 | 48,614 
Polynesians ... 2,429 329 2 758 2,434 335 2,769 
Rotumans 1,043 |. 1,133 2) 176 | ‘978 937 | 1,965 
Fijians 46,110 f 40,986 | 87, 096 | 46,459 | 41,374 | 87,833 
Chinese 276 29 305 "372 25 | 397 
Others 457) 355] 812} 547] 411 | 958 
Total population at Census, 1911 a 139,541 
a ; on 31st December, 1912 149,179 
Increase 9,638 
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An increase of 604 occurred during the year in the native 
population. The following table shows the increases and 
decreases occurring during the last eight years : — 


Year. Increase. Decrease. 

1905 iss cS w. — - 183 _— 
1906 wee es eh 32 _ 
1907 oe et be _— 97 
1908 se ve re 85 _ 
1909 = ee v= R16 _— 
1910 es eae ea 70 — 
1911 re an ee _— 231 
1912 eb ey v — 604 —_ 
1,200 328 

328 

Increase over period ... 872 


IX.—CLIMATE. 


The meteorological observations for 1912 show the total rain- 
fall recorded at Suva during the year, 115°406 inches. For the 
previous year the rainfall recorded was 108°346 inches. The. 
greatest rainfall in any one day throughout the year was 10°037 
inches. The highest temperature in the shade was 92:0° F., on 
the 18th March, 1912, and the lowest 60°0° F., on the 25th 
August. 


X.—POST, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE STATISTICS.. 


A subsidy of £4,930 was paid to the Canadian-Australian 
Steamship Company for the carriage of mails from and to Fiji. 

Interinsular services were subsidised during 1912 to the extent 
of £5,410. 

There is telegraphic communication between Suva and Levuka 
—a distance of 54 miles—of which 114 miles is by submarine 
cable. 

There is an overland telephone line from Suva to Lautoka— 
a distance of 125 miles—vid Nausori, on the Rewa river, 
Nadarivatu, and Ba. It is controlled by the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company. There is a telephone system in the town 
of Suva. During 1912 a telephone line from Suva to Navua (29 
miles) was completed at a cost of £1,322 5s. Od. 

There are three wireless telegraph stations in the Colony— 
at Suva, Taviuni, and Labasa. 
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XI.—_GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The returns of trade and shipping for 1912 contained in the 
report indicate that the Colony continues to make steady progress. 
In Suva, the capital, loan works are now in progress which pro- 
vide for improved wharfage accommodation at an estimated 
cost of £138,200, and a sewerage system estimated to cost 
£30,177 12s. 2d. A preliminary survey was made during 1912 
of the proposed route for a railway from Suva through the valley 
of the Rewa river, and the scheme is now under the consideration 
of a railway engineer, who visited the Colony at the end of 1912 
for the purpose of examining and reporting on the project. In 
connection with the harbour and wharf improvements a slip has 
been erected at Suva, at a cost of £10,400, capable of taking 
vessels up to 500 tons burden. 

Considerable progress was made during 1912 in the erection of 
the new gaol in Suva. 

This building is being constructed of concrete and will provide 
177 separate cells. 

The field work in connection with the trigonometrical survey 
of Viti Levu was completed in 1911, and a start has now been 
made on the survey of Vanua Levu. 

The Native Lands Commission appointed to enquire into the 
ownership of native lands was engaged during 1912 in holding 
enquiries in the Provinces of Nadroga and Colo West. The 
work of this Commission will be of great benefit to the natives 
and will materially assist the Government in opening up unused 
lands for settlement. 

His Excellency Sir H. May, K.C.M.G., left the Colony for 
Hong Kong on Ist June, 1912, and His Excellency Sir E. B. 
Sweet Escott, K.C.M.G., assumed the administration of the 
Government on the 25th July, 1912. 


Eyre Hutson, 


‘ Colonial Secretary. 
6th June, 1913. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
‘Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 














ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &c. Year. 
735 Southern Nigeria ... tee us ae uae see 1911 
736 Somaliland ... ioe Bae an vee Me se. 1911-1912 
737 Imperial Institute ... see ase one an aie 1911 
738 Northern Nigeria ... ae aoe ase sen aaa 4 
739 Jamaica , i as s ve 1911-1912 
740 Swaziland ee oe hae wee » 
711 Bahamas... 5 a aoe ar A rh 
742 Grenada... aes) a aoe cr cae eae 1911 
743 Uganda ee Fn ee ioe sae ee 1911-1912 
744 Mauritius ... en aes cas -_ 385 was 1911 
745 Trinidad and Tobago... as ie sas s+ 1911-1912 
746 British Guiana... ahs aa nde dss ase ” 
747 St. Vincent... ea . aie ne es ace 5 
748 Barbados... Kast eee ee, ved as 3 
749 Leeward Islands... des aes oa oe te ay 
750 Straits Settlements see ove AES es ae 1911 
751 East African Protectorate be ae fey ve 1911-1912 
152 St.Lucia... aes oan wae Ben ror: See s 
7538 Gilbert and Ellice Islands a an ee ots 1911 
754 Cayman Islands (Jamaica) ae ae ae ve 1911-1912 - 
755 Gibraltar... te acs ae see aa oes 1912 
756 St. Helena ... aie igs ae ate ave ere 6 
757 Weihaiwei ... ive 3s aoe . wee 7 
758 Ceylon aes See ess es aS ee 1911-1912 
759 Sierra Leone nae mo vas on et 1912 
760 Seychelles... ae aie oes eee ay sa 
761 Somaliland ... aa ove ae us wee 1912-1913 
762 Hong Kong ee eee eee rr 1912 
7163 Turks and Caicos Islands... cee » 
764 Falkland Islands ... aus ase : 
765 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast... dee eee i 
766 Bahamas... Bs bas aa Ree his A ia 
767 Gambia ese on oe eae tee ese bea ” 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &c. Subject. 

74 Ceylon ies ee a «+ Mineral Survey, 1906-7 and 

1907-8. 
15 West Indies... ey rd «» Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 


Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 

Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 

Census, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 


76 Southern Nigeria ... ons, oe 
77 St. Vincent ... ts toe on 


78 Weihaiwei ... ste ate 
79 Northern Nigeria ... ee 1907-8 and 
80 Nyasaland... wee oo tes 
“81 Southern Nigeria ... oe dee 


82 Imperial Institute ... one +. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
83 Southern Nigeria ... eee .» Mineral Survey, 1910. 
84 West Indies ... os ae + Preservation of Ancient Monu- 


ments, &c. 
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Tue Governor To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Accra, 
21st August, 1913. 
Sir, 
I wave the honour to transmit herewith six copies of the 
Annual Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1912, together with 


a report thereon which has been prepared by Mr. W. C. F. 
Robertson, Acting Colonial Secretary. 


T have, &c., 


Hueu Crirrorp, 


Governor. 
The Right Honourable 


Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 


(31672—2,) Wet, 35104688, 1125 & 90, 10/13, D& 8, A2 
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I.—FINANCIAL. 


The financial year ending 31st December, 1912, recorded the 
largest revenue in the history of the Colony, despite the fact that 
there were no new sources of revenue nor additional taxation. 
It amounted to £1,280,851, an increase of £60,851 over the 
original estimate, and exceeded the expenditure by £78,759. 

The following table shows the amounts collected under the 
several heads of revenue in the Colony, Ashanti, and the Northern 
Territories : — 


























Actual Revenue be 
Revenue to |for the same 
Heads of Revenue. 31st period of | Increase. | Decrease. 
December, |the preceding 
1912. year. 

£ { £ | £ £ 

1. Customs eas ws 735,470 663,071 172,399 _ 

2. Light Dues... we 2,737 2,646 91 _ 

3. Licences, &e. ... one 45,725 39,302 6,423 _ 

4. Fees of Coart, &. ... 47,530 45,981 1,549 — 

5. Railways aes 329,399 294,650 34,749 — 
6. Post and Telegraphs ... 5,994 6,126 _ 132 
7. Rents of Government 1,211 1,342 _ 131 

Land. 

8. Interest aes cas 3,109 1,181 1,978 _ 
9. Ashanti es 50,265 50,319 _ 54 

10. Northern Territories .. 2,994 2,426 568 - 

11. Miscellaneous .. ay 5,494 4,586 908 _ 
Total ... ws | 1,229,928 1,111,580 118,665 317 

12. Land Sales... 923 52 871 _ 

Revenue Extraordinary 

Grand Total ... | 1,230,851 1,111,632 119,523 | 317 








The chief increases over the revenue originally estimated are 
under :— 


£ 
Customs at use i a3 75,470 
Licences oF a ate whe 7,225 
Interesi re eS ~ Aon 2,358 
Ashanti sae 3,017 


‘The increase under Customs may ‘be attributed to the rapid 
development of the Colony and the general expansion of trade; 
under Licences, to augmented receipts for spirit licences and 
fines; under Interest, to investment of surplus funds; and under 
Ashanti, to the larger receipts from mining royalties. It is not 
improbable that the increase under Customs was, to some extent, 
abnormal. Strikes in Europe delayed importation towards the 
end of 1911, and a certain proportion of the imports in 1912 
would, under ordinary conditions, have been credited to 1911. 

The two principal heads which show a decrease are: — 


£ 
Fees of Court or office, &e.... ee she 2,870 
Railways ae - 25,600 


The decrease under Fees ‘ot Court is due to smaller receipts 
from Stamp Duties; while the large decrease under- Railways is 
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explainea by the reduction of tariff charges on goods from the 


Ist 


July. 


The following comparative table gives the expenditure, in 





detail, for 1911 and 1912:— 


Actual | Expendi- 
expendi- | ture for 
ture to | the same 





























Head of Expenditure. | Bist period of Increase.|Decrease. 
December, | the preced- 
1912. ing year. 
Establishments. ce £ £ £ 
1. Governor and Legislature nee 7,607 | 6,288 1,319 _ 
2. Supreme Court ... oe 9,048 | 8,703 345 _ 
3. Law Officers 2,281 | 2,491 _ 210 
4, Secretariat ; 7,064 6,368 696 _ 
5, Printing Office ... 9,203 7,898 , 1,305 _ 
6. Native Affairs .. 1,956 | 1,860 96 _ 
7. Provincial and District Commis- ; 27,392 | 25,133 2,259 
sioners. j 
8. Treasury .. 11,750 | = 11,481 269 _ 
9. Customs ... es 33,790 30,427 | 3,363 |  — 
10. Customs, Preventive Services a 17,402 | = 18,677 Sa 1,275 
11. Marine... see 1,649 | 1,327 322; — 
12. Railways .. 146,314 | 127,909 | 18,405 | = 
13. Post and Telegraphs 32,596 | 28,549 $,047 _ 
14, Transport Department ... 1,903 | 1,925 _ 22 
15. Medical ... 51.996 | 51,469 a7 | — 
16. Sanitation aay 32,922 | 18,531 | 14,391 _— 
17. Veterinary Surgeon 729 828 real 99 
18. Education FS pes oe 20,585 | 19,587 998 _ 
19. eanieaitare _ ue aes 11,295 9,895 1,400 - 
20. Forestry .. oan ose ae 5,208 | 3,446 1,762 = 
21. Mines... tae kes 1,966 | 1,422 544 a 
22. Gold Coast Regiment 69,580 | 65,096 4,484 — 
23. Volunteers 1,531 | 1,416 115 _— 
24. Police 38,652 | 32,761 3,891 _ 
25. Prisons... 16,931 | 15,389 1,542 
26. Colonial Chaplain’ -- 145 _ 145 
27, Public Cemeteries 1.253 | 674 579 
28. Audit Office 4,251 | 3,641 610 _ 
29. Surveys ... 14,508 = 10,024 4,484 _ 
30. Ashanti 29,711 | 34,410 — 4,699 
3L. Northern ‘Territories : » 80,400 | 28,20 2,131 — 
32. Northern Territories Constabu- | 11,283} 11,096 187 _ 
lary. | 
33. Ashantiand Northern Territories 23,502 ; 24,465 — | 953 
Roads Department. : 
34. Miscellaneous Services ... Ses 14,360 11,989 2371) — 
35. Pensions and Gratuities we: 19,146 | 16,831 2,315 | — 
36. Public Debt Charges 84,955 | 80,677 4,278 —_ 
37. Public Works Department Soe 43,921 | 31,785 | 12,136 — 
38. Public Works Annually Re- 27,052 22,441 4,611 
current. } | 
39. Public Works Extraordinary ... 152,226 | 108,278 | 43,958 _ 
40. Post and Telegraph Extra- 2,784 5 1,232 1,552 _ 
ordinary. | 
41. Repayment of Loans aes 20,000 | 25,000 — 5.000 - 
42, Railway Survey .. ev 1,817 077 2,860 
43. Expenditure on Loan Works es 116,573 | — 116,573 ~ 
Total Rte vee | 1,157,092 | 914,500 | 257,865 | 15,273 
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The estimated expenditure for the year was £1,120,416; the 
actual expenditure was £1,157,092, or £36,676 over the estimate. 


The most noticeable increase was an item of £116,573, defrayed 
from Revenue during the year, to meet the expenditure on loan 
works, the full amount of the loan authorised by Ordinance not 
yet having been issued. Increases also appear under Miscel- 
Janeous, £7,540, due to the Government’s contribution to the 
King Edward Memorial Fund and the expenses connected with 
Mr. Belfield’s enquiry; under Customs, £4,239, due to rebates on 
goods conveyed across the Volta, the result of increased trade; 
and under Pensions and Gratuities, £3,545. 

Decreases occur under Public Works Extraordinary and Rail- 
ways, with noteworthy savings under Medical, Sanitation and 
Education. 














A comparative statement of the total revenue and expenditure 
for the past five years is appended :— 
Revenue. Expenditure. 
aL, H 
Year.| Amount. jRemarks. Year.| Amount. Remarks. 
\ 2 here: 
£ £ 
1908 | 752,142 _ 1908 | 687,292 | Includes £20,000 
H repayment of 
i loans. 
1909 778,552 | Includes £10,211 | 1909 734,367 | Includes £25,000 
value of public repayment of 
works, materials loans. 
and stores taken 
on charge. 
1910 | 1,006,633 | Includes £8,950 in | 1910 924,862 | Includes £149,380 
respect of expen- repayment of 
diture on water loans. 
works during 
1907-1909. 
1911 | 1,111,632 _— | 1911 914,500 | Includes £25,000 
repayment of 
loans. 
1912 | 1,230,850 | = 1912 | 1,157,091 | Includes £116,573 
| payments on 
account of loan 

| works in excess of 
! \ amounts provided 
| i inloan Ordinances 
and £20,000 re- 

payment of loans 




















The development of agriculture and the expansion of trade 
coutinued to make steady progress. 


The excess of assets over liabilities on the Ist of January, 1912, 
was £865,809; at the close of the year the excess amounted to 
£939,568, an increase of £73,759. 
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The’ increase of assets is explained as follows :— 


£ 
Excess on 31st December, 1911 ... ohh ‘as 865,809 
The revenue of 1912 was ... ees a .. 1,230,850 
2,096,659 
The expenditure in 1912 amounted to ... «1,157,091 


Leaving an excess on 31st December, 1912, of £939,568 
Pusiic Dest. 


On the 31st of December, 1911, the Public Debt of the Colony 
stood at £2,489,118. On the 31st December, 1912, it was 
reduced to £2,469,118, the difference of £20,000 being repaid 
to the Imperial Government during the year. 

The amount standing to the credit of the Sinking Fund for the 
redemption of the Funded Debt on the 31st December, 1911, was 
£102,699, as against £84,023 at the close of the preceding year. 
Of the increase of £18,676, the sum of £15,570 was contributed 
from General Revenue during the year, the balance being in 
respect of interest realised on investments. 

The following statement shows in detail the particulars of the 
Public Debt :— 

Sinking Fund, £102,699— 
: £ £ 
(i.) 3° per cent. Inscribed Stock 
issued in March, 1902 ... 1,035,000 
(ii.) 3 per cent. Inscribed Stock 
issued against authorised loan 





of £665,000 ue io 63,000 
(iti.) 33 per cent. Inscribed Stock 
issued against authorised loan 
of £1,610,000 ... ue .- 1,030,000 
—— 2,128,000 
Due to Imperial Government. 
£ £& 
(i.) Ashanti Expenditure, 1896... 98,798 
(ii.) West India Regiment, 1897-1898 10,052 
(iii.) Telegraph lines to the Northern 
Territories, 1897-1898 7 29,442 
(iv.) Ashanti disturbances ... ve 469,425 
607,717 
Less repayments... ahs ate 266,599 
— 341,118 
£2,469,118 
CURRENCY. 


The currency and legal tender are British sterling, with the 
addition of the undermentioned French, Spanish, and American 
gold coins, the value of which are fixed by the Demonetization 
Ordinance, No. 2 of 1880:— 


8 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Legal 
Nominal Value. Value. 

French— £s. d. 

Napoleon $35 or .. 20 francs .. 015 10 
Spanish— 

Doubloon tea nas ... 16 dollars . 38 4 0 

Half Doubloon ... oe faa 28 ie . 112 0 
American— 

Double Eagle... ooh .. 20 ay wee) Be OY 

Eagle... a he soe ORS 53 ee oe LO 

Half Eagle a ah ane 33 ster ole 1086 

Quarter Eagle ... = 2 » 00c.. 010 3 


British silver coins are legal tender to an unlimited amount; 
British bronze coins to an amount not exceeding one shilling. 
On the Ist of July a new subsidiary nickel currency was intro- 
duced into the West African Colonies, in coins of three denomi- 
nations, viz., one penny, one half-penny, and one-tenth of a 
penny. These coins were well received by the native and are 
coming rapidly into general circulation. The United States 
half-dollay is current to a small extent, but is not legal tender; 
its current value is two shillings. 

The following statement shows the amount of gold, silver and 
bronze coinage imported during the last two years :— 


iS 














Year. Gold. Silver. ; Bronze. Total. 
| 
£ £ | £ £ 
702 881,092 





1912 121,200 599,078 


19ite vs eA Es 80,275 800,115 
| 700 720,978 








Banks. 

The Bank of British West Africa, Limited, is the only com- 
mercial bank established in the Colony and its dependencies, 
and has branches at Accra, Cape Coast, Seccondee, Axim, 
Coomassie, Tarquah, Saltpond, and Winnebah. 

Mountcrvat Bopres. 

Municipalities have been established in the towns of Accra, 
Cape Coast, and Seccondee, under the provisions of the Town 
Councils Ordinance of 1894. These bodies consist of eight 
members, of whom four are official, nominated by the Governor, 
and four representatives elected by the ratepayers. The Governor 
has power to nominate four members to represent the ratepayers 
if there is no election through the failure of voters to nominate. 

The following statement shows revenue and expenditure of the 
town councils for the past five years :— 
































Revenue. Expenditure. 
103 1909. rst. 191, 1912, 108 1909 1910,| 1911.] 1912, 
| i 
a = 
& & & & | & & & | £ £ & 
Accra a» [5,740 | 6,893 | 6,227 | 7,446 | 8,630 | 5,966 7,211 | 7,702 | 7,457 | 8,022 
Seccondee ... | 3,283 3,464 | 2,830 | 4,538 | 4,511 | 4,680 3,367 | 2,907 | 3,906 | 4,769 
Cape Coast ... ee 2,411 | 206 3,073 | 3,495 | 2,586 | 2,236 | 2,175 | 2,754 | 3,349 
| | 
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IIL.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports anp Exports. 


The gross value of the sea-borne trade of the Colony has grown 
from £7,565,630 in 1911 to £8,314,208 in 1912, an increase of 
£748,578. The combined value of specie imported and exported 
was £1,024,484, as against £1,202,237 in the preceding year. 
The value of commercial imports and exports for 1912, exclusive 
of specie and Government materials, amounted to £7,145,080, an 
increase of £910,876 over the figures for the previous year. The 
total value of imports (exclusive of specie) and exports, and 
the trade for the past five years is shown in the following table : — 














Year. Imports. | Exports. Total Trade. 
£ | £ £ 
1908 ‘ 2,029,447) 2,525,171 4,554,618 
1909 0. oe | 2394412 =| 216551573 5,049,985 
1910... ae a 3,439,831 : 2,697,706 6,137,537 
191 ieee fies | Gee 3,784,260 | 3.792454 7,576,714 
Ot te BLA 4,023,322 | 4,307,802 8,331,124 


| 


The following table gives the values of imports aud exports 
of dutiable goods during the past two years to and from the 
countries classified :— 

















Total Total Total Total 
Imports | Exports. | Imports | Exports 

— therefrom.| thereto. |therefrom.| thereto. 

1911. 1911. 1912. 1912. 

£ £ £ | £ 
United Kingdom we ve | 2,842,895 | 2,453,629 | 2,622,932 | 2,680,973 
British Colonies :— 

Sierra Leone ... eo ot 8,544 851 11,978 3,001 
Southern Nigeria... oaH 23,989 293,738 261,714 376,409 
Other British Colonies... 23,265 - 16,994 26 





Total... on 55,798 294,589 290,686 379,436 





Foreign Countries :— 

















Germany 305,303 | 552,303 | 379,028 | 731,124 
Holland 182,337 - 182,965 20 
France... vee ae 27,470 397,092 42,605 384,218 
United States of America ... | 174,173 42,647 229,604 72,136 
Other foreign countries eee 196,284 52,194 275,502 59,895 
Total... vs | 885,567 | 1,044,236 | 1,109,704 | 1,247,393 

United Kingdom on ots 2,842,895 2,453,629 | 2,622,932 | 2,680,973 
British Colonies... aes on 55,798 294,589 290,686 379,436 
Foreign Countries a or 885,567 | 1,044,236 | 1,109,704 | 1,247,393 
Grand Tota] ... ase 3,784,260* 3,792,454 | 4,023,322*) 4,307,802 


i 














* Exclusive of specie. 


lo COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Imports. 


The total value of imports for 1912, as may be seen from the 
above table, was £4,023,322, this being an increase of £239,062 
over the figures for 1911. 

Commercial imports in 1912 amounted to £3,140,786, as 
compared with £2,762,946 in 1911, an increase of £877,840. 
The constituents of this increase are as follows :— 


£ 
Imports paying ad valorem duty... 150,902 
Imports paying specific duty... .. 144,851 
Imports free of duty ... a .. 84,691 


which, with a decrease in Post Parcels of £2,604, make up the 
requisite total. 

The gross value of Government imports for 1912 was £161,557, 
an increase on the 1911 figures of £21,385. 

The value of specie imported during the year was £720,978, 
or a decrease of £160,114 on the figures for 1911; this decrease 
may be attributed to reserves held over from the preceding year. 

A comparative table of the quantities and values of the prin- 
cipal articles of import during the last two years is appended :— 










































1911. 1912. 
‘ 3 In- De- 
Articles. 3 2 crease. | crease. 
3 s 3 
g E 8 4 
5 Gl s Gl 
gS tod o > 
£ ; _£ £ £ 
Ale and Porter... ...Galls.| 113,636 | 16,829 | 122,087 | 20,742] 3,913 | — 
‘Apparel, Wesring - ges ee 91,817 — | 103914} 12007| — 
Beads os oe rae | = 37,651 _ 44,649 6,998 on 
Beef and Pork . 3,304 10,567 8,455 10,956 389 _ 
Brass and Copperware — 14,486 = 20,815 6,329 = 
Bread and Biscuits 15,564 19,192 32,067 41,688 | 22,496 _ 
Building Materials = _ 75,999 | 23,078 - 
Carriages and Carts 855 636 31,497 6,275 — 
Ooalin vane. ae 41,153 43,013 5 6,482 
Cooper's Stores 8,412 9,447 =_ 
Cordage. . 8,008 11,287 - 
Cotton Yarn and ‘iwist .. 381,009 | 21,323 | 485,278 =- 
Cotton Goods (excluding _ - 656,739 _ - 
Yarn and Twist). 
Barthenware wee — = 17,898 = 1,617 
Flour one .. Bris. 30,710 46,902 43,048 - 
Furniture .., oo — 36,067 i 
Gunpowder vee Ibs. | 409,214 | 8,205 = 
Guns and Pistols .. a» Nos. 20,192 13,142 3,730 
Hardware .. 0... . — 114,929; = — 5,169 
Lumber . 15,477,785 | 49,017 14,058,383 8,594 
Machinery ... _ 218,224 — =| 
Oil (Kerosene) 934,415 | 26,484 1,257,560 _ 
Perfumery... seb _ 39,790 _ x - 
Provisions .. = - 164,385 = 196,926 | 82,541 _ 
Railway Piant and Roll. — - 7,160 _ 2,386 _ 4,774 
ing Rios 
Rice... ue tet + Cwts. | 111,914 66,634 | 146,618 | 106,888 | 40,254 - 
Salt .. cea sees 76541 | 9,954 | 103,982] 13,751] 4,497] — 
Silk Goods. = 29,470 a 29,375 | — 95 
Soap... “I ths. [5,163,714 | 407643 [5,295,826 | 43/564 | 2,921 | — 
Spirits, Gin a ‘and Geneva... ‘Gals. | '550,130 | 79,067 | 678,675 | 84,852 | 5,785 | — 
» oe ” 958,316. 79,000 |1,224,475 | 105,537 | 26,537 od 
Other eed 45,336 | 27,062 |” 50,028; 29,878 | 2,816 | — 
Sugar one Els. DLOwie 30,855 | 30,797 | 38,227} 45,460 | 14,668 - 
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1911, 1912. 
: > ay In- De- 
‘Articles. 2 3 3 Z crease. | crease. 
5 4 3 g 
S Gi 3 a 
Es 3 Gi 
& is & = 
a= _ — 
Ne go £ £ £ 
Tobacco, Manufactured ... Ibs. 118,033 34,443 | 147,452 42,493 7,980 —_ 
"Unmanufactured ., (1,468,881 | 46,470 |1,528611 | 48,106] 13636] — 
Wines se = 53,957 | 18,676 88,090 24,492 5,816 _— 
Woollen Goods includ: — — 19,568 _ 24,480 | 4,862 = 
ing Yarn and Eeehs 
Specie 2s on cmd 881,052 = 720,978 _— 160,114 
Other Articles _- 485,917 - 571,584 | 85,667 _— 
Post Parcels _ 127,137 =_ 124,534 _ 2,608 
Total. we — {3,784,260 — [4,023,322 | 432,240 | 193,178 
; Decrease pes ave | 198,178 = 
Net Increase ... «+. | 239,062 _ 


The most noticeable increases in the value of imports in 1912 
were as follows :— 








£ 
Rice... ae a ei ae .. 40,254 
Provisions ABe . 382,541 
Cotton goods (excluding Yarn and Twist)... 32,407 
Machinery ke the te ee se 27,657 
Run... A bee ae 4 -. 26,537 
Building Mater als 23,073 
Bread and Biscuits 22,496 
Flour 20,446 
Sugar ... aa 35 ans .. 14,663 
Wearing Apparel... ne cme ve 12,097 


The increases in rice and provisions generally ‘may be attri- 
buted to the growing wealth of the native and his desire for 
imported delicacies; while the famine that occurred in the 
eastern districts of the Colony during the middle of the year was 
undoubtedly also a contributing factor. 

The increase under Building Materials was due partly to the 

ate arrival of 1911 consignments, but principally to the desire 
of the people for better housing accommodation. 
Increases in the value of imports such as furniture, soap, 
perfumery and woollen goods may be attributed to the general 
expansion of trade and improvement in the conditions of native 
ife consequent on increased wealth. 

The outstanding decrease in the value of imports for 1912 was 
in specie, which shows a fall of £160,114 on the figures for 1911. 
This is due partly to reserves held over from 1911, and partly to 
he fact that the amount required was not put at so high a figure 
as in the previous year, and consequently less had to be re- 
shipped. 

Decreases were also recorded in lumber, coal and hardware, 
which were due to overstocking in 1911. 
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Exports. 


The total value of all seaborne exports from the Colony during 
1912 was £4,307,802, as against £3,792,454 in 1911, an increase 
of £515,348, or 11 per cent. 

A comparative statement of the principal articles exported 
during the last two years is appended : — 



























































| 
' 1911, 1912, 
Article. ~ In- De- 
crease. | crease. 
Quantity.) Value. | Quantity.| Value. 
TRS ome [eee tls oth - hee 
‘ | z£ £ & 
Cocoa... Ibs. [88,987,324 {1,613,468 [86,568,481 |1,642,733 = 
Kola Nuts » | 5,791,981 | 93,099 | 7,133,165 | 134,281 | = 
Copra ... tons. | 779 | 13,257 620 i 1,416 
Cotton, Raw . Tbs. | 9,701 238 20,395 _ 
Gold and Gold Dust *:. ozs. | 280,060 |1,057,692 | 377,659 Es 
Auriferous By- products lbs. | 1,064,456 13,924 | 160,024 _ 
Guinea Grains... Sete ey 99,386 2,099 158,488 ( - 
Gum Copal is i 80,042 1,110 67,183 t -, 3 
Ivory .. tee 1,607 385, 25068 238 | — 
Lumber (Native “sup” ft. {13,973)396 | 138,821 [28,573,651 5 | 89,924) — 
Timber). 
Palm Kernels . tons, | 13,254 | 175,891 | 14,628 20474 | — 
Palm Oil -- galls. | 1,610,209 | 128,916 ) 1,444,432 | “| 18,081 
Rubber ... ~» bs. | 2,668,067 | 219,447 | 1,990,699 | 16 — | 50,718 
Specie ... -to= 21,145 | 808 _ 17,639 
Other Articles... Pred - 22002") - 10,615 = 
Total ..  ...} — — [8,799,454 — [4,807,802 | 601,185 | 85,837 
Decrease... ww. | 85,887 | — 
| Net Increase... | 515,348 | — 
The most notable increases were :— 
£ 
Gold (including auriferous by-products)... 399,044 
Timber ae Fi teks 89,924 
Kola Nuts... es Cn tae we <4b182 
Palm Kernels ai ie, ie we 29,474 
Cocoa ... : Aor a é 29,265 
The value of pola exported snpeeeet that of all previous 
years, and shows that, in spite of the temporary closing down 
of six of the mines, the development of this industry is pro- 
ceeding with satisfactory results. 


The values of timber, kola nuts and palm kernels also show 
record figures for the Colony, while the gratifying advance in 
the average value of cocoa is evidence of the greater care exercised 
by the cultivators of the crop. 

The principal decreases were :— 


£ 
Rubber ae a3 aoe tea ast 50,718 
Specie 2 wad sa ee me 17,639 
Palm Oil... Ans 10,031 


The decrease in the rubber exported | is due to the low prices 
ruling in the European markets, which have practically ceased 
to deal in the lowest grade native rubber, and the diversion of 
labour to more profitable occupations. 
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The decrease under Specie may be attributed to a more correct 
estimate of the requirements for the cocoa season, and has no 
bearing on the trade of the Colony; while that under Palm Oil is 
due to the dryness of the season, which had a deteriorating effect 
on the yield of oil from the nuts. 


Ports. 


The principal ports in the Colony are :— 


























Total Value. 
Total Total 
Port. Customs |—————_———|_ Trade, 
Dues. Imports. Exports. 
£ £ £ £ 
1. Seecondee ... ... | 184,890 | 1,441,643 | 2,084,189 | 3,475,892 
2, Accra... ~~. | «174.654 | 12387502 | 1,081;592 | 2'320,094 
3. Addah 115,221 359,617 343,968 703,585 
4, Axim 20,950 95,736 190581 | 286,267 
5. Saltpond ms 39,555 147/293 197,905 | 345,198 
8. Quittah ol... 43,398 | 197,902 841522 | 219/494 
7. Winnebah ... be 39,715 | 163,656 159,325 | 322,981 
8. Cape Coast... |) 27/039 120,117 50,987 | 171,104 
i | I 

With the exception of Cape Coast, the total trade of all these 
ports shows an advance on the corresponding figures for 1911. 
The decline at Cape Coast is due to the fact that specie is now 
imported direct to Saltpond and Winnebah. 

Axim, by increased activity in the timber trade, has nearly 
recovered from the diversion of trade from this port consequent 


on the opening of the Prestea branch of the Seccondee railway. 

The above figures give evidence of a year of great prosperity, 
and it is satisfactory to note that, while material prosperity is 
indicated by the high values reached in the principal articles 
of export, signs are not lacking that increasing wealth is being 
followed by improved conditions of living. 





PREVENTIVE SERVICE. 


The efficiency of the Preventive Service, which is a branch of 
the Customs’ Department and operates on the frontiers of the 
adjoining Administrations, was well maintained. 

The distribution of men was as follows :— 

Volta River Preventive Service... ... 255 men 
Western Frontier Preventive Service pe LOB 3 
South-Eastern Frontier Preventive Service 77 
North-Eastern Frontier Preventive Service 42 ,, 


MINING. 
The value of gold produced in 1912 was £1,499,469, an increase 
of £420,445 on the figures for 1911, and surpassed that of all 


previous years. 
Of the total amount produced, 340,479°34 ounces were obtained 
by mining and 12,478°14 ounces by dredging. 
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The increase in the Colony amounted to £433,135; Ashanti, 
however, shows a decrease of £12,690. : 

The value of gold produced by the various mining companies 
during the past five years is shown in the following table :— 











Name of Company. 1908. 1909, | 1910. 1911, 1912 
Gold Coast Colony. & & & & & 
Abontiakoon Mines, Ltd. cae +» | 114,725 | 62,013 _ _ 78,775 
Abosso Gold Mining Co., Ltd. «++ | 113,616 | 165,343 | 163,198 | 133,765 | 188,156 
Affoh Gold Mining Co., Ltd. ... Se _— _ _ 210 — 
Ankobra Exploration and Dredging =- 15,536 | 19,488 22,656 16,055 
Co,, Ltd. 
African Gold Dredging and Mining| 12,818 - - — = 
Concessions, Ltd. 
Ankobra (Tarquah and Abosso) De-| 1,273 2,083 _- = _- 
velopment Syndicate, Ltd. 
Akoko Gold Mines and Estates, Lid.} — - _ — 3,773 
Attasi Mines (1905) and Railway Co.,| 17,639 _— - - — 
Ltd. 
Bibiani ... on see on «| 97,655 | 98,499 | 88,950 95,693 83,949 
Broomassie Mines, Ltd. Sor eee | 112,358 | 82,971 _ 80,023 | 131,400 
Fura Dredging Co. Ltd, oo... | 3,955 | 4,088 2,893 5,270 
Prestea Block A., Ltd. aes +e | 154,819 | 83,255 159,052 | 297,128 


Tarquah Mining and Exploration Co.,| 216,899 | 141,404 | 101,668 54,149 | 168,769 
Ltd. 
Wassaw (Gold Coast) Mining Oo.,| 87,127 | 29,640 _ _ = 

















Ltd. 
Shepperd’s Estates, Ltd. eee wel 3,153 — _— _- 
Tarkwa Banket Mining Syndicate,! 1,294 
Ltd. | 
Tarkwa Banket West, Ltd. ... ai -—-— i = _ H _ 2,102 
West African Trust, Ltd. (Sefwhi) ... 4,905 
Total... ooo ae _ 677,852 | 377,392 | 548,441 | 981,576 
Ashanti. 
Akrokerri (Ashanti) Mines, Ltd. ...| 61,739 | 10,457 — — _— 
Ashanti Goldfields Corporation, Ltd. — 227,031 | 356,964 | 487,628 | 486,211 


Ashanti Rivers and Concessions, Ltd.} 21,733 | 22,170 | 13,467 16,878 9,618 
Ashanti Quartzite Co., Ltd. ve | 3,329 3,072 5,054 2,962 _ 
Imbatien Goldfields, Ltd. — — _- — — 
Ofin River Gold Estate, Ltd. + | 20,865 | 38,492 | 27,520 23,115 22,064 
Sansu Mines, Ltd. tae oe ‘sae _ _- _ — _— 


Total for Gold Coast and Ashanti} — 979,074 | 780,397 |1,079,024 |1,499,469 


























On the Tarquah conglomerate mines 218,362 tons were crushed 
and produced 103,364°52 ounces, this being an extraction of 
9°47 dwts. per ton of 2,000 lbs.; from the quartz mines the 
crushing of 458,186 tons produced 237,114'82 ounces, being an 
extraction of 10°35 dwts. per ton. 

The various dredging companies treated 2,204,501 yards of 
alluvium, with a production of 12,478°14 ounces of fine gold, an 
average of 2°71 grains per cubic yard treated. 

The average number of labourers employed daily by the mining 
and dredging companies throughout the year was 17,633, as 
against 19,153 in 1911. The decrease may be attributed to the 
closing of a certain number of mines and to the fact that less 
labour was employed on the surface works. 

Seven prospecting and four mining licences were granted in 
Ashanti and the Colony during the year; and forty-nine certifj- 
cates of validity for Mining Concessions were issued. 
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Nineteen persons were prosecuted for contravention of the 
Mining Rules, the fines inflicted by the Court amounting to 
£85 10s. 


MANUFACTURES. 


Native manufactures are insignificant. Cloths are woven in 
many parts of the Colony, usually of yarn spun in Europe, but 
in the northern districts occasionally of thread manufactured 
from the indigenous cotton plant. 

Many of the local requirements, such as canoes, baskets, pots, 
and fishing nets, are supplied by native industries. 

Salt is roughly prepared from the lagoons between Accra and 
Quittah and sent up country to the markets of the Northern 
Territories. 


FisHERIES. 


A number of canoes, estimated at 5,000, are employed in the 
fishing industry. The trade in cured fish is considerable and 
appears to be on the increase. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Agriculture is the most prominent native industry throughout 
the Colony, the principal food crops being yam, maize, cassada, 
plantain, and amankani. The energy of the farmers is turned 
mainly to the cultivation of cocoa, of which 86,568,481 lbs., 
valued at £1,642,733, were exported in 1912, as against 
88,987,324 lbs., valued at £1,613,468 in the previous year. This 
decrease may be attributed to the late ripening of the crop, and 
an increase is anticipated in this year’s production. From the 
higher ratio of value in proportion to production it may be 
inferred that the instruction given by travelling officials of the 
Agricultural Department is beginning to have a good influence 
in the direction of scientific cultivation. 

The quantity of kola nuts exported was the largest on record, 
amounting to 7,133,165 lbs., with a value of £134,231. 

Palm kernels show an increase on the figures for 1911, 14,628 
tons being exported, as against 13,254. 

A decline in the expert of palm oil is shown, 1,444,432 gallons 
being shipped, as against 1,610,209 in 1911: this is due to the 
increasing attention that is being given to cocoa, which yields 
a more immediate profit. Rubber also shows a_ decline, 
1,990,699 lbs. being exported in 1912, compared with 2,668,667 
lbs. in the previous year. 

Agricultural stations in charge of European curators are 
established at Aburi, Tarquah, and Assuantsi in the Colony, at 
Coomassie in Ashanti, and at Tamale in the Northern Territories. 
In addition to these a small sub-station was opened. at Kibbi in 
February and a large nursery established. 

The European and native travelling instructors confined most 
of their attention to the cocoa crops, but instruction was also 
given in connection with the cultivation of other products of 
economic importance. 
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Following on the successful Agricultural Show held in 1911 
a Volta River District Show was held at Odumase in November 
and was attended by a large number of chiefs. 


Forestry. 


The work of the Forestry Department was mainly confined to 
inspection and report on the forest areas. It is satisfactory to 
note that improved development of the timber industry is con- 
fidently expected. 

The quantity and value of timber exported during the last 
two years is as follows :— 


1911. 1912. 
Quantity ... .. 13,978,396 ft. 23,578,651 ft. 
Value ok a £138,821 £228,745 


Impertan Instirute. 


The following reports were furnished by the Imperial Institute 
to the Government of the Gold Coast during 1912 as the result 
of investigations conducted in the Scientific and Technical 
Department, supplemented when necessary by reference to manu- 
facturers and commercial experts. In some cases recommenda- 
tions were made in the reports with a view to developing a trade 
in products for which there would be a commercial demand. 

The characters and quality of 13 samples of cotton grown at 
Labolabo, Assuantsi, Peki, and Tamale were determined, and 
valuations ranging from 5d. to 7d. per lb., with “middling ”’ 
American at 5d. per lb., were obtained. 

Three samples of Amelonado cocoa were forwarded for examina- 
tion in continuation of the previous work on Gold Coast cocoa. 
One of the samples had been well fermented and was valued 
at 57s. to 58s. per cwt., ew quay, Liverpool. The other two 
samples were unfermented and these were valued at 53s. to 54s. 
per cwt. in Liverpool. A fourth sample, described as the produce 
of trees differing from the ordinary variety grown in the Gold 
Coast, and more nearly resembling the Cundeamor type of 
Ceylon, was valued at about 60s. per ewt. in Liverpool on the 
same date as the preceding samples, and was stated by brokers 
and manufacturers to represent a particularly promising variety 
which should repay extended cultivation. 

A sample of arrowroot consisting of genuine Maranta starch 
was of good colour, and was valued at about 3d. per Ib. in 
London, with St. Vincent arrowroot at 34d. to 33d. per lb. 

A sample of Cassava starch, of exceptionally good appearance 
and purity, was valued at £14 to £15 per ton, ew wharf, 
Liverpool. Commercial experts considered that it should be 
possible to sell a large quantity of this starch in the United 
Kingdom if it could compete with tapioca flour selling at £12 
to £15 per ton. Further information was requested as to whether 
similar starch could be supplied in commercial quantities, and, 
if so, the price at which it could be offered. It was suggested that 
a trial consignment should be forwarded for sale, 
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The sample of guinea grain consisted of rather small grains, 
which were, however, satisfactorily pungent and aromatic. The 
market for this product is very limited, and there does not seem 
to be much likelihood of an increased demand. 

A sample of capsicum fruits, probably derived from Capsicum 
minimum, contained a rather large proportion of green unripe 
fruits. The mixed fruits were valued by one firm of brokers at 
from 18s. to 20s. per ewt. in London (March, 1912), and by a 
second firm at not over 15s. per cwt. (May, 1912). The latter 
firm stated that if the unripe fruits had been absent the value 
would have been 25s. per ewt. 

A sample of black pepper (Piper nigrum) was described by 
brokers in London and Liverpool as of fair quality and worth 
about 5d. to 54d. per lb. (March, 1912). 

Samples of palm fruits and fibre, stated to represent the fruits 
used and the residue obtained in experiments conducted with the 
Gwira palm-pulping machine, were examined. The result did 
not indicate that the machine is as efficient in extracting palm oil 
as the usual native method. 

An investigation of samples of palm oil obtained (1) from fresh 
fruits, (2) from fruits fermented eight days, and (8) from fruits 
fermented six weeks showed conclusively that the effect of 
allowing palm fruits to ferment for a considerable period is to 
produce a “hard ”’ oil of much lower commercial value than the 
‘soft ’’ oil prepared from the fresh fruits. 

The kernels of ‘‘ Kaku’ seeds (Lophira procera) were found 
to yield 55°3 per cent. of a cream-coloured, solid fat, which was 
considered by commercial experts to be suitable for soap-making. 
The kernels were valued at about £12 per ton, delivered in 
Liverpool (January, 1912). 

A sample of shea kernels yielding 51°2 per cent. of fat was 
valued at £10 10s. per ton (March, 1912). A sample of shea 
butter was submitted to commercial experts, who reported that it 
would sell readily at current rates, viz., £28 5s. per ton (March, 
1912). 


Lanps. 


The following paragraphs under this head from the Report for 
1910 are again published for general information, there having 
been ‘no change or legislation in connection with land during the 
period under review :— 

The bulk of land in the Colony belongs to the tribal ‘‘ stools ’’ 
and theoretically there is no land without an owner. The ascer- 
tainment of the exact boundaries of tribal land is, however, often 
a matter of considerable difficulty, as towns and villages have 
sprung up with large tracts of intervening unoccupied land, 
sometimes dense forest, which is gradually brought under 
cultivation from either end. Now that the value of land 
is appreciated, boundary disputes frequently come before the 
Supreme Court, and in certain parts of the Colony, especially in 
the mining district of Wassaw, the limits of the lands adjoining 
tribal stools have been definitely prescribed. 
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_The general principle Jaid down by judicial decisions is that 
all land within the recognised territory of a ‘stool’? is the 
property of that stool. Thus, in the case of every head chief’s 
division, where there are tribal and family stools in subordination 
to the head chief’s stool, all lands within the recognised 
boundaries of the family or subordinate tribe are held to be 
attached to the family or tribal stool, but all other unoccupied 
lands are the property of the head chiet’s stool. An attempt was 
recently made in the courts to extend this principle so as to enable 
the head chief’s stool to claim all cultivated land the original 
title to which, as is not uncommon in the case of lands under 
native tenure, is lost in obscurity; but, though no limit of pre- 
scription is laid down by native law, the local Court of Appeal 
held that in the case of long occupation and when there has been 
cultivation of permanent crops, such as sugar-cane and cocoa, as 
opposed to the usual shifting cultivation of yams, plantains, and 
similar food products, the presumption is that the occupation 
was with the consent of the head chief’s stool. 

The Crown possesses no waste lands in the Colony, but certain 
lands have been acquired by the Government from time to time, 
mostly under the provisions of the Public Lands Ordinance, 1876, 
which legalises compulsory acquisition for the services of the 
Colony on payment of reasonable compensation. 

Of recent years deeds have come into common use, especially 
in land transactions between natives and Europeans. Where 
these deeds relate to grants of rights of mining, felling timber, 
and collecting rubber, and other products of the soil, they are 
called concessions, and their validity is inquired into by the 
Supreme Court, under the provisions of the Concessions Ordin- 
ance, 1900. The court inquires whether the grantors are the 
native owners of the land, whether the area falls within the pre- 
scribed limit of five square miles for a mining concession and 20 
square miles for other concessions, whether the prescribed term of 
99 years is exceeded, whether the consideration is adequate, and 
whether the statutory rights reserved to the natives are included 
in the deed. A survey and demarcation of boundaries by the 
Survey Department is ordered, and when it is completed a certifi- 
cate of validity, giving the lessee an indefeasible title, subject to 
observance of his covenants, is issued by the court, in which are 
contained such modifications of the deed as the court may impose 
to bring it within statutory requirements, and to render it a 
transaction fair and equitable to both parties. The rent from 
certified concessions is paid to the native grantors through the 
Government. Concessions granted solely for purposes of planta- 
tion of rubber and other products may be exempted from the 
operation of the Ordinance; whilst concessions to acquire mineral 
oil are held subject to the Government right of pre-emption of 
the oil under Ordinance No. 15 of 1907. 


Snrprrne. 


The following statement gives the comparative number and 
tonnage of vessels which entered and cleared at the ports of the 
Colony during the past five years :— 
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Sailing Vessels. 





Foreign. 
British. ener area tneen Rae be ‘Total. 





Years,| United States. Norwegian. 





Cleared. | Entered. Cleared. 


Cleared. | Entered. 





Berd. | Cleared. | Entered. 











- elk Ali = = 
tons] No./Tons| No.|Tons| No./Tons 


| No.'Tons No.i'Tons No./Tons No.Tons| No. 


























1908} —| —|—| —| 5 [3076 5 |3,076| | —|—] —| 5 |3,076| 5 |3,076 
1909 | a | 766 | a] 76} 1] 564, —] —| 1! aaa) 1| 419] 8 [1,749] 2 |2,185 
110 —; —|—| —| 1] 580] 2 {1,244 3 |2,660, —] —| 4 |3)240] 2 | 1,244 
1911 | — | 1/1000} 1 1,000] 1 17000) 1 |1;000 

| 7 1| vos 1] 968] 1 e081 ‘958 


1912 | 


| | 


The mail steamers of the African Steamship Company and the 
British and African Steam Navigation Company, both of which 
are under the management of Messrs. Elder, Dempster and 
Company, leave Liverpool every Wednesday for Seccondee, Cape 
Coast and Accra, and on alternate Wednesdays for Axim, the 
scheduled time of the voyage being 15 days. Homewards, the 
mail service leaves Accra every Friday and is due to arrive at 
Plymouth in 16 days. The same companies also provide three 
services of cargo boats from Liverpool—the Benin and Brass 
Service, the Opobo Service, and the South Coast Service. 

The steamers of the first-named service leave every alternate 
Saturday and call at Axim, Seccondee, Cape Coast, Saltpond, and 
Accra. Those of the Opobo Service, which sail on the other 
alternate Saturday, call at Axim, Seccondee, Cape Coast, 
Winnebah, Accra, and Addah, and every alternate boat at 
Appam; the same ports of call are touched on the homeward 
voyage, with the exception of Accra, which is only touched in 
the cocoa season. Boats in the South Coast Service run every 
month from Liverpool on Thursdays, calling outwards and home- 
wards at Half Assinie, Dixcove, Ajua, Chama, Elmina, Pram 
Pram, and Quittah, and at Accra homewards. 

Two services from Hamburg, known as the Creeks Services 
No. 1 and No. 2, are provided by these. lines. The ships of both 
services call at Axim, Seccondee, Cape Coast, Saltpond, Appam, 
Winnebah, Accra, and Addah both outward and homeward. A 
monthly service runs from London on Thursdays, calling at 
Axim, Seccondee, and Accra, and occasionally at Cape Coast 
outward, and at Danoe, Quittah, and Accra homewards. 

The cargo service takes from 82 to 34 days to Accra. 

The rates of fares from Liverpool by these lines are £28 12s. 
first class, and £20 7s. second class, for all ports as far as 
Winnebah; and £29 14s. and £21 9s., respectively, to Accra 
and eastward ports. 

The Woermann Line runs two mail steamers monthly from 
Hamburg, calling at Dover on the 11th and 26th of each month, 
with passengers and mails for Seccondee and Accra. The boats 
also call homewards at the same ports on the 14th and 29th of 
each month and disembark passengers at Southampton. The 
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passenger fares are the same as on the Elder Dempster steamers, 
and the duration of the voyage is 15 days. Cargo services of 
the Woermann, Hamburg-Amerika, and Hamburg-Bremen- 
Afrika Lines leave Hamburg for the Gold Coast ports on the 12th, 
16th and 30th of each month. 

The Chargeurs Réunis run a monthly service to the Gold Coast, 
sailing from Dunkirk on the 5th of each month. One passenger 
boat monthly calls at Accra on the homeward voyage. 


JII.—LEGISLATION. 


Twenty-two Ordinances were passed by the Legislative Council 
during the year under review, of which the following are the 
most important : — 

No. 1 of 1912.—The Master and Servant (Amendment) Ordin- 
ance, providing new forms of contract (a) for servants engaged 
other than on mines or works, and (6) for servants engaged on 
mines or works, and giving power to make rules for the recruiting 
of servants, their registration, identification, and inspection, their 
examination by medical officers, the inspection of their houses 
and food, and generally for the care and treatment of themselves 
and their families. 

No. 2 of 1912.—To prevent the introduction into the Colony 
of pests and insects destructive to trees, plants and crops. 

No. 3 of 1912.—Making provision for the registration of births, 
deaths and burials. 

No. 4 of 1912.—The Illiterates Protection Ordinance, providing 
for the licensing of letter writers and the fees to be paid to them. 

No. 7 of 1912.—-Providing for the registration of medical 
practitioners and dentists. 

No. 15 of 1912.—Amending the Quittah Customs Tariff in so 
far as the duties on spirits are concerned. 

No. 16 of 1912.—Imposing further conditions in connection 
with the obtaining of certificates of validity for concessions. 

Six Ashanti and two Northern Territories Ordinances were 
enacted by the Governor. Of the Ashanti Ordinances, two were 
amendments of the Administration Ordinance, one an amendment 
of the Commissioners Ordinance, two amendments of the Con- 
cessions Ordinance, and one an amendment of the Firearms 
Ordinance. Of the Northern Territories Ordinances one was an 
amendment of the Administration Ordinance and one an amend- 
ment of the Constabulary Ordinance. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


The schools under the management of Missionary Bodies which 
are subject to inspection by officers of the Education Department 
and receive grants-in-aid from public funds numbered, at the 
close of the year, 148. There are 11 schools under direct Govern- 


ment control. 
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The following is a comparative table showing the number of 
scbools inspected during the last two years : — 




















! | 
| ; Increase 
Denomination. 1911. | 1912. | or Decrease 
in 1912. 
African Methodist E.Z. Mision * ane 4 5 + 1 
Basel Mission vee ec tee 62 69 + 7 
Bremen Mission ... tee ove ees 15 16 + 1 
Church of England on ate a 3 3 _ 
Government Schools te cca aes 9 ll + 2 
Roman Catholic Mission ... es ery 22 22 _ 
Wesleyan Mission ... eet ae ase 46 32 - 14 
Secondary Schools ... aie ove See 1 1 _ 
Total ... een al 162 159 - 3 
sa ons eevee iereee oo Se 
One hundred and Series of the Mason Schools inspected 


obtained grants-in-aid. 

The number of children enrolled on the registers of Government 
and assisted schools during 1912 was 18,524, a decrease of 156 
as compared with that of the previous year. This is partly due 
to the withdrawal of the large number of Wesleyan Mission 
Schools from the assisted list. It is satisfactory to note, however, 
that the average daily attendance was 14,118, an increase of 494 
as compared with 1911. 

The grants-in-aid in 1912 amounted to nearly £8,853, an 
increase of £1,351 on the figures for 1911. 

The total income of the assisted schools for the year was 
£15,874, of which sum the grants-in-aid represent rather more 
than half, the balance consisting of amounts collected in school 
fees, voluntary subscriptions and grants from the Mission 
Societies. The average of the fees paid by pupils in the assisted 
primary schools was 1s. 9d. 

The total sum expended by Government on education in the 
Colony and its dependencies in 1912 amounted to £20,585, a 
total exceeding that of the previous year by £998. 

In addition to the assisted schools there are 176 primary schools 
supported by the various religious bodies, with an enrolment of 
4,895 children; education is not compulsory. 

There is a Government Training Institution for teachers at 
Accra, and two Basel Mission Seminaries, situate at Akropong’ 
and Abetife, which receive grants from Government in aid of 
the secular work which they perform. 

The increase in the staff of the Training Institution was of 
decided advantage to the work of the students: this was indicated 
by the successes gained in the examination of teachers and 
students for certificates. Physical drill was added to the curri- 
culum. Satisfactory results were also obtained from the instruc- 
tion in woodwork at the Government Technical School, Accra. 

A feature of the year was the introduction of hand and eye 
work into the majority of the schools, and this innovation was 
attended by satisfactory results. 
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Increased attention was paid throughout the Colony to instruc- 
tion in agricultural and industrial work, including carpentry, 
printing, weaving and book-binding. 

Thirty-three candidates succeeded in obtaining certificates at 
the courses of instruction in agriculture for students and teachers 
held at the Aburi, Assuantsi, Tarquah and Coomassie stations. 

At the competitive Civil Service examinations for 1912, which 
control admission to clerkships in the Government service, 52 
candidates obtained passes. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


In the course of the year 1,004 Europeans and 25,964 natives 
were treated in the hospitals and dispensaries of the Colony, as 
compared with 878 and 24,197, respectively, in the previous year. 

The appended table gives the total number of patients treated 
in the various hospitals during the years 1911 and 1912:— 

















| 
| 1911. an 1912. 
Hospital. | 
| Number of | Number of | Number of | Number of 
| in-patients. | out-patients.| in-patients. | out-patients. 
Avera w. 517 4,262 603 5,095 
Seccondee 569 3,380 762 | 4,010 
Cape Coast H 198 3,996 250 3,354 
Axim ... F east 103 3,666 133 2,702 
Saltpond oe oss | _ 867 _ 996 
Winnebah ‘ 35 1,326 70 1,118 
Tarquah ve oy 89 1,062 98 1,470 
Elmina eee spa 5 746 5 510 
Quitiah ec sent 48 1,902 85 2,253 
Addah ... ace Baa | 38 1,128 56 1,855 
Akuse ... ae eet 94 1,044 154 1,384 
Total ... ve | 1,696 23,379 2,216 24,747 
1 











The new European hospital at Accra has not yet been com- 
pleted, but the existing one, which comprises 3 European and 
4 native wards, containing 7 and 25 beds, respectively, was made 
mosquito proof. 

The hospital at Secccndee consists of 6 European wards, in- 
cluding 2 for convalescents, with a total of 16 beds, while, for 
native patients, 4 wards with 20 beds are provided. At Cape 
Coast there is accommodation for 13 Europeans, while there are 
4 wards containing 19 beds for native patients. 

At Coomassie there is a Furopean hospital with 4 wards, and 
a native hospital with 3 wards. 

The returns of patients treated at this station during the year 
are as follows :— 





Europeans ech POG ses tts 52 
Natives in-patients yz ss say, (45028 


Out-patients es Se ere ... 6,869 
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European nursing sisters are attached to the Accra, Seccondee 
aud Coomassie Hospitals. 

There are a lunatic asylum and a laboratory at Accra, and a 
special sleeping sickness hospital at Anum. The number of 
patients admitted to the lunatic asylum amounted to 36 males and 
7 females, as against 31 and 6 in the previous year; the number 
discharged as cured was 4 males and 1 female, as against 8 and 2— 
in 1911. The daily average of inmates was 95, of whom the 
majority were classified as dangerous maniacs. Those who are 
fit to do any work are employed in the asylum garden. 

The Post Office Savings Bank continued to show good progress. 
The number of depositors’ accounts remaining open at the end of 
the year was 3,857, as compared with 3,137 on the 31st December, 
1911. 

The value of deposits during the year amounted to £25,447, 
an increase of £1,453 over the figures for 1911; and withdrawals 
were returned at £22,476, as against £19,130 for the previous 
year. 

The credit of the bank on the 31st December, 1912, was £38,576, 
or an increase of £3,795. 

The interest paid to depositors during the year amounted to 
£824, as compared with £729 in 1911; and the interest received 
from investments was £1,034, as against £845 in the preceding 
year. 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Poricy. 
The total strength of the police force of all ranks on the 
31st December, 1912, was 838, being one below the authorised 
strength, and was distributed as follows :— 


General police ... Re ane ee and 520 
Escort police ... ee a ves ide 206 
Mines police ... ais Bea vate ts 53 
Railway police... Bee és tes obs 59 

Total’ ua: fa tise 838 





The establishment of the force was augmented during the year 
by the following additions : — 


General. Escort. 
1 staff instructor. 1 sergeant. 
2 senior superintendents. 2 corporals. 
2 superintendents. 4 second-class constables. 


7 police clerks and interpreters. 8 third-class constables. 
1 sergeant. 
2 second-class constables. 
3 third-class constables. 

The number of recruits enlisted was 334, as compared with 
262 in 1911. 

The general level of physique and intelligence among those 
who were recruited to the general police was on a par with that 
of the previous year. 
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Excellent work was done by the escort police during the year, 
no losses occurring of consignments of specie entrusted to their 
charge; good reports were also returned with regard to the 
railway police. 

There were 90 cases of dismissal fur various offences, as against 
86 in 1911. 

The detection aud prevention of crime compared very favour- 
ably with preceding years. A noticeable feature was the pre- 
valence of the crime locally designated ‘‘ money doubling,” a 
method of extracting large sums from a credulous public by the 
assumption of magical powers of increasing any money deposited 
with the principals. It is satisfactory to note that by the 
strenuous efforts of the police this evil was considerably abated 
by the end of the year. 

The health of the force was good throughout 1912, and the 
police gave active assistance to the medical authorities in dealing 
with outbreaks of yellow fever in Accra and small-pox in various 
parts of the Colony. 


Prisons. 


The four central prisons of the Colony, in which long-sentence 
prisoners are confined, are situate at Accra, Cape Coast, Elmina 
and Seccondee. 

Prisoners whose sentences are less than six months serve their 
time in the minor gaols at Axim, Seccondee (Fort Orange), 
Tarquah, Saltpond, Winnebah, Akuse, Addah and Quittah. 
At Obuasi and Coomassie, in Ashanti, prisoners undergo sentences 
up to three years; minor gaols are at Dunkwa, Kintampo, 
Sunyani and Krachi. 

No new prisons were declared during the year. 

The number of prisoners admitted in 1912 was 6,064, an 
increase of 590 over the figures for the previous year. The daily 
average of prisoners in the Colony and Ashanti was 1,046, as 
compared with 978 in 1911, an increase of 68. 

The reports on the various prisons show that the discipline 
maintained was generally satisfactory, and for the latter 
part of the year was good, though the first six months were 
characterised by outbreaks of insubordination. 

The total earnings for prison industries and labour amounted 
to £2,528, as against £2,278 in the preceding year, an increase 


of £250. 
The health of the prisoners generally was good. 


Criminal STATIstTIcs. 


The total number of persons apprehended by the police or 
suminoned before the Courts in the Colony and its dependencies 
was 13,595, an increase of 1,184, as compared with 1911. Of 
these, 2,131 were acquitted. The convictions obtained numbered 
11,460, as against 10,377 in the previous year. 

The number of cases in the Supreme Courts of the Colony in 
1911 and 1912 were as follows :— 
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Convictions for offences against the . 
person ... ies 
Convictions for slave-dealing es 
Convictions for offences against pro- 
perty (other than predial larceny) .. 
Convictions for other offences ... Sis 
Acquittals 


1911. 


221 





1912. 
46 


The comparative figures in respect of the summary convictions 


for the past two years are appended : — 


Convictions for offences against the 
person ... ove 
Convictions for slave dealing oe 
Convictions for offences against pro- 
perty (otber than predial larceny)... 
Convictions for other offences ... 
Acquittals 


1911. 


862 
6 
1,228 


5,545 
1,417 





9,058 





Grand total for the Colony ... 


9,279 





1912. 
1,041 

7 
1,480 


6,011 
1,494 





9,983 





10,177 





Summary jurisdiction alone obtains in Ashanti; the figures in 


respect of 1911 and 1912 are as follows :— 
In the Superior Courts. 

Convictions for offences against the 
person ... 

Convictions for slave dealing 

Convictions for offences against pro- 
perty (other than predial larceny) .. 

Convictions for other offences ... es 

Acquittals See rae ee Rn 


In the Inferior Courts. 

Convictions for offences against the 

person ... ae ts 
Convictions for slave dealing te 
Convictions for offences against publie 

health 
Convictions for offences "against pro- 

perty (other than predial larceny) ... 
Convictions for other offences ... ae 
Acquittals 


Grand total for Ashanti ... 


1911. 
14 








1912. 


w 
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In the Northern Territories trial is also summary, the figures 
for the past two years being as follows :— 
In the Superior Courts. 1911. 1912. 
Convictions for offences against the 
person oe eis ite ate 
Convictions for offences against pro- 
perty (other than praedial larceny) ... 


2 
e 











Convictions for other offences ... —_ 6 
aAcquittals 4 7 
ll 14 
In the Inferior Courts. 1911. 1912. 
Convictiens for other offences against 
the person o Ot 108 
Convictions for offences. against public 
health ... e 183 186 
Convictions for offences " against pro- 
perty (other than predial larceny) ... 109 106 
Couvictions for other offences ... ~ 262 137 
Acquittals aes nc aye is 141 95 
789 632 
Grand total for the Northern Territories 800 646 





Native TRIBUNALS. 

Returus of cases heard before native tribunals are not suffi- 
ciently accurate for much reliance to be placed on the figures. 
Native customary law does not generally discriminate between 
civil and criminal actions, although in some divisions a dis- 
tinction is drawn. The returns indicate that 2,148 cases were 
heard, of which 108 were shown as civil actions; on these judg- 
ment was given in 27 instances for the defendant and in 81 for 
the plaintiff. The cases classified as criminal comprise offences 
connected with marriage laws, fetish practices and breach of 
oath; assault was responsible for 381; offences against property 
for 807; and offences against public health, 32. Peremptory 
imprisonment was inflicted in 123 instances; imprisonment in 
lieu of fine in 38; and fines in 1,875; while in 4 cases trivial 
punishments were imposed. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 

The total population of the Gold Coast Colony and its depen- 
dencies according to the most recent census—that of 1911—is 
1,503,386. 

No census was returned for 1912, but provision was made for 
the greater accuracy of future returns by the passing of 
Ordinances in connection with the compulsory registration of 
births and deaths, and of the arrivals and departures of 
Europeans and Asiatics. These Ordinances did not come into 
practical operation until the latter quarter of the year, and it 
is early to judge of their utility. 
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The number of Europeans resident in the Colony during the 
year is given as 2,367, as compared with 2,245 during 1911. 



































Decreases of 4°46 in the death rate and 4°4 in the invaliding 
rate per thousand are recorded, the mortality being highest 
among the officials. An analysis of the death and invaliding 
statistics is appended :— 
ba es ea cm ipae eS, 

; Number | | Death rate | Invaliding 
1911 of Deaths. | Invalided. per rate per 
Residents. 1,000. 1,000. 
a | 
Officials vas ae 566 4 27 7-06 47-70 
Merchants... ads 605 14 20 23°14 33°05 
Mining companies... 922 16 31 17°35 33°62 
Missions on aes 152 3 3 1973 19°73 
2,245 37 81 16°48 36°08 
i 7 
1912. 
Officials He _ 586 | 8 13 13°65 22:18 
Merchants... a3 668 | 7 24 10°47 35°92 
Mining companies... 953 | 11 35 11°54 36:72 
Missions aes eae 160 2 3 12°50 18°75 
2,367 28 75 11°82 31°68 
Death rate | Invaliding 
1911. Number. | Deaths. | Invalided. per rate per 
1,000. 1,000. 
Colony whe tee 1,715 34 56 19°82 32°65 
Ashanti aes a 463 3 23 6°47 49°67 
Northern Territories 67 _ 2 _ 29°85 
2,245 37 81 16°48 36°08 
1912. 
Colony sis wee 1,811 24 61 13°25 33°68 
Ashanti Ae fe 470 3 13 | 6°38 27°70 
Northern Territories 86 1 1 11°62 11°62 
2,367 28 15 12°25 31°68 




















Death in the case of the eight European officials was due in 
iwo cases to yellow fever, in two to blackwater fever, and in 
two to malaria, the remaining two being due to non-climatic 
causes. 

There were four cases of yellow fever amongst Europeans, all 
of which proved fatal. Of officials, 18 were invalided owing 
to:—malaria, 3; blackwater fever, 2; neurasthenia, 2; adenitis, 
1; neuritis, 1; various, 4; and of non-officials 62, due to:— 
malaria, 22; blackwater, 6; dysentery, 6; anemia, 3; gastritis, 
2; various, 23. 

The number of Europeans coming under treatment was 1,004, 
as against 878 in 1911. 
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No means exist whereby accurate statistics relating to the 
health of natives can be obtained. The returns show that the 
number of attendances for hospital and dispensary treatment 
was 25,964, or 1,767 more than in the previous year. Treatment 
was given for 2,282 cases of malaria, 1,931 of helminthic diseases. 
and 549 for dysentery. : 

In all, 46,234 cases of disease were treated, of which 257 
proved tatal—the figures for 1911 being 42,389 and 184, 
respectively. 

There were several: outbreaks of smallpox in the Eastern 
Province of the Colony during the year, and slight outbreaks 
occurred in the Central and Western Provinces. In Ashanti 
one case was recorded during the year, and no cases were reported 
in the Northern Territories. 

The number of successful vaccinations performed was 23,232. 

There were 104 cases of sleeping sickness reported during the 
year, and there were three deaths. The cases were distributed 
as follows: 4 in the Colony, 3 in the Northern Territories, the 
rest in Ashanti, chiefly in the Western Province. 

There were three cases of yellow fever among natives in Accra, 
all of whom recovered. 

The following table shows the native mortality as registered 
in the hospital records and the cemeteries of the principal 
towns :— 

Burial Permit 


Hospital records. records. 
1907 118 1,517 
1908 554 1,169 
1909 232 1,611 
1910 271 2,099 
1911 184. 1,932 
1912 — 2,166 


The appended table gives the results of the meteorological 
observations taken at the stations mentioned during the year :— 
































Tempexature. Rainfall. 
i a ca : | =| cA * 
Station. i Blad a. E. 3 iak 
ag! sh & ai eel 'e2 1 oe 
pelSg gg leg: & gg (BE) Be 
seie |sH/88 g | S les Pe 
a 1S n 77 a a a a 
1 
Accra 143-71 , 74:15 | 85°59 | 72°60 | 12°98 © 
Aburi ane 143°86 67°38 | 84-45 | 66°57 | 17°87 
Addah eee 148°15 | 73:40 | 84-05 | 76:06 | 7°82 
Quittah 138°55 | 66°18 | 87°16 | 74:43 [12°75 , 80°79 17-49 | 767: 
Cape Coast 128-40 | 63-43 | 86°13 | 72°49 | 13°63 jaae 20°10 | 
Seccondee ... 130-04 | 68-79 | 87:39 | 71:34 j 16-44 | 79°35 | 33-39 
Axim 181°34 | 59-09 | 64°68 | 72-41 | 12-04 | 75°77 | 63°59 
Tarquah 151-97 70°49 | 91°73 | 71°79 19-43 | 81-75 | 52-06 i 
Coomassie ... 137-10 | 61-87 | 86°69 | 70°65 | 15°97 | 78°66 | 50°54 | 
Kintampo 145-47 — |9016 | 69°56 20°61 | 77:02 | — 
Sunyani 122-36 : 56-28 | 83:00 | 53:68 | 27:17 . 64-62 | 36-90 
Gambaga ... —_ 70°28 | 93:40 | 72°33 | 21:55 ; 82°30 | 39-37 | 59°29 
Tamale 151-10 | 52°98 | 95°78 | 66°89 | 28-80 fe [pr ig 
| | 
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Sanrrarion. 


The sanitary conditions under the sanitary branch of the 
Medical Department show, generally, a marked improvement, 
but. the inadequacy of water supplies remains a cardinal diffi- 
culty. There is a pipe-borne supply at Obuasi, in Ashanti, and 
waterworks at Accra and Seccondee are in course of construction. 

During the year £42,053 was spent by the Public Works 
Department on sanitary improvements, and, in addition to other 
works, 17,612 lineal yards of concrete drain were laid and 3,141 
lineal yards repaired or reconstructed; 22,190 lineal yards of 
open cut drains were made and 467,066 lineal yards cleaned; 
15,458,005 square yards of vegetation were cleared; 594 pools 
or excavations were filled; 82,425 square yards of marsh land 
were filled and drained; and 6,352 drains and 3,693 pools were 
treated with crude petroleum. 

The sum of £32,922 was expended under the head of 
sanitation. 

In addition to the normal expenditure the following sums were 
spent : — 


£ 
Sleeping sickness preventive measures ... se 2h, 807 
Yellow fever do. do. : ee 960 


In 1912 5,677 prosecutions were made, and 5,590 convictions 
were obtained in the Courts for offences against sanitary laws 
and regulations. 


VITI.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


The revenue of the post and telegraph department for 1912 
amounted to £35,672, an increase of £4,161 over the figures for 
the previous year. 

The department also collected £7,533 on behalf of the African 
Direct Telegraph Company and foreign administrations on 
account of telegrams forwarded; £14,018 on behalf of the 
Judicial Departinent, and £11,839 in respect of Customs duties 
levied on parcels; all of these sums showing increases over the 
corresponding figures for 1911. 





The expenditure for the year amounted to £35,714, as against 
£29,781 in the preceding year. 
The business dealt with by the department for the last two 
years is shown in the appended statement :—- 
Sale of stamps for postal 911. 1912. 
purposes oe su £10,376 £12,569 
Letters and postcards — re- 
ceived and despatched .. 5,009,407 5,061,059 
Registered articles... 453 414,271 473,758 
Parcels ... ie eh oe 82,958 75,896 
Money orders (value) ... .. £49,491 £47,953 
Postal do. oy ..* a .. £148,418 £164,928 
Do. do. (numbers) ares 214,954 232,934 
Telegrams, public... oa 191,062 190,285 


Do. official... ae 82,360 80,055 
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Two telegraph offices were closed during the year, the total 
number open to the public in the Colony, Ashanti, and the 
Northern Territories being forty-six, with a length of wire 
amounting to 1,492 miles. 

A wireless telegraph station was erected at Accra. 

Telephone exchanges are established at Accra, Seccondee, 
Tarquah and Dodowa, that at Cape Coast having been closed. 
The public subscribe for 76 of the 151 connections at the four 
exchanges. 


IX.—ASHANTI. 


The total revenue collected in Ashanti during 1912 was 
£50,265, as compared with £50,319 in the previous year, a 
decrease of £54. 

The expenditure in 1912 was £148,685, as against £146,317 in 
1911, showing an increase of £2,368. 

The imports by railway amounted to 16,469 tons, as against 
13,998 in the previous year, an increase of 2,471 tons. There 
was a marked increase in the number of cattle imported, the 
great majority coming in from the north. 

The chief exports were rubber, cocoa, kola, cattle, sheep, and 
hides. 

The quantity of rubber exported by rail is estimated at 952 
tons, a decrease of 254 on the figures for 1911. his is due to 
the systematic over-tapping of the wild trees by the natives, a 
practice which some of the chiefs have had the foresight to 
check. Cocoa shows an increase of 26 per cent. on the previous 
year’s figures, 6,337 tons being exported; and the demand for 
kola was steadily maintained, 3,000 tons being exported. 

The amount of gold produced during the year was valued at 
£517,893, as against £530,583 in 1911. 

The chief interests of the natives now le in the direction of 
agriculture, with especial reference to the cultivation of cocoa, 
and travelling inspectors were constantly employed in giving 
instructions as to the proper care of plantations. 

Education continued to make steady progress, the natives dis- 
playing great eagerness to obtain the advantages of secular 
education for their children. 

European hospitals are established at Coomassie and Obuasi, 
and native hospitals at Coomassie, Obuasi, Sunyani, and 
Kintampo. 

Satisfactory reports are returned with regard to the discipline 
and efficiency of the Police and Prisons Departments. 

No census has been taken since 1911, when the total population 
was returned as 287,814. 

A marked improvement in the general health of the com- 
munity is recorded for 1912, and the sanitation was well 
maintained. 

Relations between the administration and the natives con- 
tinued to be excellent, and the prospects of Ashanti for the 
future, in the direction both of political amity and trading 
prosperity, are very promising. 
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Full details and statistics may be found in the Annual Report 
on. Ashanti by the Chief Commissioner. 


X.—NORTHERN TERRITORIES. 


The total revenue collected in the Northern Territories during 
1912 amounted to £2,994, as compared with £2,426 in 1911, 
an increase of £568. 

The expenditure showed a net increase of £13,809. 

A general increase is reported in the value of imports during 
the year, the principal articles being cotton and woollen goods, 
silk handkerchiefs, hardware, haberdashery, beads, brass rods, 
tobacco, tinned provisions, and kola nuts. There was a steady 
export of cattle, while shea-butter and dawa-dawa found a ready 
market in Ashanti and the Colony. The trade statistics which 
are kept at all administrative stations do not represent the 
volume of trade with any accuracy, as the registration of live 
stock and goods is voluntary and several of the trade routes do 
not pass through provincial or district stations. 

In spite of an unusually small rainfall harvests were abundant 
throughout the dependency; and cassava, ginger, sweet potatoes, 
and rice were distributed by the agricultural station at Tamale 
to the local chiefs for planting on their farms. 

The British Cotton Growing Association, which has established 
presses at Tamale and Tamale-Port, was successful in inducing 
the natives to take an increased interest in cotton growing. 

The Government School at Tamale was very well attended 
during the year, the daily average being 74, as against 56 in 
1911. A school was opened in April at Gambaga, and requests 
have been preferred for the establishment of new schools at Wa 
and Bole. : 

The general health of both Europeans and natives was good, 
although the return for European officials is slightly more 
unfavourable than that for the preceding year. 

No epidemic occurred during the year, and the chiefs and 
people appear to have begun to realise the importance of main- 
taining their houses and villages in a sanitary condition. 

A few minor disturbances alone interrupted the peaceful 
administration of the Northern Territories during the year; and 
it is satisfactory to record that the chiefs have assisted the 
Government officers in the suppression of crime and the detection 
of malefactors, with the result that there was a general decrease 
in crime throughout the dependency and more sympathetic 
relations between the chiefs and the administrative officers. 

Detailed information as to the Protectorate will be found in 
the Annual Report of the Chief Commissioner. 





XI.—RAILWAYS AND ROADS. 


The total capital liability in respect of the Seccondee-Coomassie 
Railway to the 31st December, 1912, stood at £2,414,961. 
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This sum includes the cost of all permanent improvements, 
additional plant, machinery, and rolling stock provided from 
time to time since the opening of the line, and also the cost of 
the Prestea-Broomassie branch. 

During the year the following amounts were charged against 
the capital account :— 


£ 

Lowering No. 1 jetty ... : Se 80 
Improved station arrangements at Abosso ... 204 
Engine shed extension at Tarquah ... s 1,286 
One inspection car, 3 third-class and brake 

composite carriages ... 2,912 
Additional iron shed and locomotive work. 

shop fittings ... sa a8 2,066 
Twenty-five steel low- sided waggons fa aie 9,080 
Two additional locomotives of 151 class... 6,212 
Two additional barrack auerte for 2nd class 

officers 1,750 
Additional expenditure in connection with 

the Tarquah-Prestea branch.. 128 
Construction of the Accra- -Pakro branch up to 

31st December, 1912 . Sh .. 846,403 


The gross revenue for the year amounted to £315,873, and 
exceeded that for 1911 by £29,456. The estimated revenue 
exceeded the actual revenue by £39,627. The reason for this 
difference is attributable to the reduction in the goods tariff 
introduced on July Ist, 1912, and to the fact that the Accra- 
Akwapim railway was worked for six instead of for nine months 
as anticipated, the line not having been handed over until 
July 10th. 

The net revenue for the year was £194,405, or £10,607 more 
than in 1911, and represents 8°05 per cent. of the total capital 
expenditure at the 3lst of December, 1912. 

The appended table shows the sources from which these earn- 
ings were derived :— 














iS | Sundry 
—_ Coaching. | Goods, Earnings. Total, 
ee 7 ~ , 
Tarquah-Prestea als vs | 10,696 12,939 | 122 23,757 
Broomassie 3 Aas ood 481 316 | 1 798 
Accra-Akwapim... we 9,845 27,640 114 87,599 


4,001 | 253/219 


Seccondee- Coomassie Main Line | 52,880 196,339 





Total ... | 73,902 | 287,934 4,238 | 315,373 
| 





These figures do not include the sum of £18,155 which was paid 
by the contractors to Government during the provisional working 
of the line from December, 1911, to June, 1912. 

The average receipts per mile of open line amounted to £1,420, 
as against £1,520 in 1911. The decrease is accounted for by 
the reduction in tariff and the fact that receipts for six months 
only on the Accra-Akwapim line are taken into account. 
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The receipts per train mile are £1 1s. 9d., as compared with 
£1 4s. in 1911. The increase over the figures for 1911 in the 
coaching traffic receipts was £12,031, and in the goods traffic 
£17,120. 

The revenue from coaching and goods traffic was, respectively, 
£78,902 and £237,233, as compared with £61,871 and £220,113 
in 1911. 

The total tonnage hauled amounted to 197,421 tons. Of this 
total 2,167 tons represent Government stores and 380 tons con- 
struction materials. The increase for 1912 is 14,077 tons. There 
was also an increase of 102,065 in the number of passengers 
carried. 

The percentage of the current expenditure to revenue was 
38:35, as compared with 35°71 in 1911. The percentage of the 
total capital and recurrent expenditure to revenue amounts to 
45°83; in 1911 the percentage was 44°8. 

The expenditure of the combined railways for the year, 
exclusive of a sum of £23,590, which was charged against 
capital account: (improvements), amounted to £120,967, being 
£18,848 in excess of the actual expenditure in 1911, and £3,475 
over the original estimate. 

The amount paid in claims, &c., for goods lost, delayed and 
damaged was £411 11s. 10d. 

The general financial position of the Government railways 
(open line) and results of working to the 31st of December, 1912, 
are as follows :— 


Total capital expenditure ... £2,414,961 Os. Od. 
Total revenue earned ... ut £315,373 Os. Od. 
Total working expenditure ... £120,967 0s. Od. 
Extraordinary expenditure 

chargeable to capital ard £23,590 Os. Od. 
Proportion of working expendi- 

ture to revenue Bee 38°35 per cent. 


Proportion of total expenditure 
(working and extraordinary) 


to revenue... a he 45°83 per cent. 
Net revenue earned... vee £194,405 Os. Od. 
Interest upon capital expenditure 8:05 per cent. 
Revenue per mile open (222 

miles) ... a es, a £1,420 0s. Od. 
Expenditure per mile open ... £544 0s. Od. 
Total train mileage, exclusive 

of banking and shunting ... 288,914 miles. 
Earnings per train mile a Bio Ase ds 
Expenditure per train mile ... £0 8s. 4d. 
Net earnings per mile open ... £875 Os. Od. 
Net earnings per train mile ... £0 18s. 5d. 
Total number of passengers 

carried nae as ee 638,365 
Gross tonnage of goods and 

minerals 197,421 tons. 


Average fare per passenger 


carried . £0 2s. 8d, 
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Average earnings per goods ton 

mile (public and Government 

traffic) Seccondee line Pid 6°32 pence. 
Average earnings per goods ton 

mile (public and Government 


traffic) Accra line ... : 9°49 pence. 
Proportion of goods receipts to 

total revenue ... 75:22 per cent. 
Proportion of coaching ‘receipts 

to total revenue & 23°43 Ws 
Proportion of down to up traffic 

(goods) tonnage . 5011 es 
Proportion of down to up traffic 

(goods) receipts Say : 39°2 s 


Increases in the commodities sucried appear under cotton goods, 
fish, native produce, flour and timber (exported); and decreases 
under building materials, coal, mining machinery, firewood and 
timber (imported). 

A summary of the accidents which have occurred on the 
Seccondee-Coomassie line for the past two years is appended : — 


1911. 1912. 

Engine failure... “23 sab 27 16 
Derailments Sea ae ee 65 61 
Fallen trees, &c..... ssa iat 56 62 
Trolley accidents . ies ‘ wes 3 6 
Washouts of line and slips ae — 4 
Personal, fatal ae Ose ll 6 
ef non-fatal _ a ti 16 
Miscellaneous of ae ee 46 20 
Total ... oe we R15 191 





On the Accra line the following accidents occurred : — 





Total ... 


Engine failure 4 
Derailments 17 
Personal, fata 1 
5 non- fatal 1 
Miscellaneous 4 
27 


No blame attached to the railway in any of the cases which 
proved fatal. 

On the Seccondee line 244 persons were charged with offences 
under the Railway Ordinance, 212 convictions being obtained. 

On the Accra line 22 prosecutions resulted in 14 convictions 
being obtained. 

The Accra-Akwapim railway was taken over from the con- 
tractors on July 1st and worked under the railway administration 
with satisfactory results. The line was opened as far as Man- 
goase, and a survey of the proposed extension to Komfrodua was 
carried out; construction work is now in hand. 
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The quantity of cocoa carried on this line was 14,159 tons, 
while 6,593 tons were conveyed on the Seccondee-Coomassie line. 

An inspection of the Government railways was carried out by 
Major Waghorn, R.E., and a report was presented by him early 
in the year. 


Roaps. 


The main roads of the Colony are constructed and maintained 
by a branch of the Public Works Department. In addition to 
these 2,096 miles of roads in the Colony have been placed under 
the Roads Ordinance (No. 13 of 1894) and are kept clear of bush 
and made passable by the native chiefs. A chief receives every 
quarter, under the provisions of this Ordinance, a payment pro- 
portionate to the length of road so kept in repair, calculated, in 
the discretion of the District Commissioner, at a rate of 5s. to 
£1 per mile. 

The principal roads under direct Government supervision are 
as follows : — 

(a) The Accra-Dodowa Road, about 27 miles in length. This 
road is used regularly for motor traffic. 


(b) The Accra-Aburi Road, about 25 miles in length, of 
which the first 13 miles are the same as the Accra- 
Dodowa Road. It is used by motor lorries as far as 
Ayimensa, at the foot of the Akwapim Hills, and motor 
cars can ascend the hills to Aburi. 


(c) The Nsawam-Kibbi Road, about 36 miles in length, was 
originally constructed by a mining company from 
Accra to Kibbi, and its maintenance was taken in 
charge by the Government in 1904. Since the open- 
ing of the Accra-Akwapim railway, however, traffic 
in the Accra-Nsawam section has declined and the 
northern portion only is being kept in repair. This 
portion of the road is being reconstructed and steel 
and concrete bridges are being built. 


(d) The Nsawam-Asamangkese Road, about 30 miles in 
length, is in course of construction. 


(e) The Winnebah-Nsaba Road, about 25 miles in length, 
has been constructed for the use of motor lorries and 
other vehicular traffic to Nsaba, and is being continued 
to Asantemang. 

éf) The Saltpond-Nsuaem Road, about 58 miles in length, 
is being re-formed for motor traffic, and steel and 
concrete bridges are replacing those of timber con- 
struction. 

(g) The Cape Coast-Prahsu Road, about 78 miles in length, 
the first 81 miles of which are under process of recon- 
struction, is being provided with bridges of permanent 
character. 

(h) Among the lesser roads maintained or in course of con- 
struction at the close of the year may be mentioned 
the following :— 
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Miles. 
Prestea Railway Station Road = Sea 4 
Axim-Ancobra Road ... ag oo Sie oe 
Akuse-Amedica Road ... ute as foe OL 
Cape Coast-Elmina Road... Ste fe. BB. 
Asebu-Abakrampa Road ise aus me IB 
Broomassie-Insu Road aes ee v.20 
Adawso-Mangoase Road s8 ne re 
Somanya-Akuse Road be a sa2. 10 
Kpong-Akuse Road... ae ie Moe 26 
Danoe-Dsodje Road... Se xa weet UG, 
Cape Coast-Jukwa Road... . 144 


(7) The Coomassie-Ejura Road in Ashanti, shat 62 miles in 
length, has been constructed by a special department. 


XII.— MISCELLANEOUS. 
Imuicrarion anp EMIGRATION. 


No accurate statistics can be compiled under this head as 
there is no general system of registration of persons either 
evtering or leaving the Colony. It is estimated that some 3,500 
labourers, few of whom become permanent residents, enter the 
Colony every year in search of employment. Most of these 
immigrants are natives of the Kroo coast (Liberia), Sierra Leone, 
and Lagos. A certain number of natives of the artisan class 
leave the Gold Coast for varying periods spent in such neigh- 
bouring administrations as offer employment for skilled labour; 
put during the year the local demand for services of this nature 
Jed to a considerable decline in the number of this class of 
emigrants. Under the provisions of the European and Asiatic 
Passengers Ordinance, which came into force on the Ist of July, 
masters of ships are now required to furnish returns of all 
Furopean or Asiatic passengers arriving at or departing from any 
place in the Colony. 


Pusitic Works. 


The total expenditure on Public Works amounted to £223,152, 
as compared with £162,494 in 1911. Aunually recurrent works 
show an increase of £4,611, works and buildings of £42,054, 
and roads and bridges of £3,424. 

The following are the more important works commenced, in 
progress, or completed during the year :— 

At Accra, the quarters for the Municipal Inspector, the 
extension to the printing office, the mess room for native 
clerks, and the erection of the wireless station were com- 
pleted. An addition was made to Government House and 
dormitories were built for the Technical Schools. The outer. 
wall of the Boys’ School, the Training Institution, and 
Technical School, a double bungalow, and two barrack 
quarters were completed; while repairs were carried out in 
connection with the sea wall, High Court, and Colonial 
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Hospital, the latter being enclosed with musquito-proof 
gauze. Considerable progress was made with the erection of 
the new European hospital, the rest-house, harbour and 
water works, while sanitary improvements on an extensive 
scale were carried out. 

At Seccondee a rest-house was built, and the Treasury 
and Town Council offices, second-class quarters, Public 
Works Department stores, and two types of bungalow were 
nearing completion by the end of the year. 

At Dunkwa a post office and court house were built, while 
the construction of the police station and barracks was well 
advanced. 

At Tarquah bungalows for the Sanitary Officer and Public 
Works Department officials were completed, together with 
an infectious diseases hospital. 

Post offices were built at Nsawam, Adawso, Somanya, 
Akuse and Aburi. 

At Nsawam the police station and barracks and the rest- 
house were completed. At Aburi the construction of a four- 
roomed bungalow and entomological laboratory was in 
progress. 

In Ashanti bungalows for the nursing sisters, Conservator 
of Forests, aud Veterinary Officer were built at Coomassie ; 
and considerable progress was made with the erection of 
veterinary offices, dispensers’ quarters, forestry offices, 
transport stores and new rest-house. 

At Kintampo a native hospital and post office were built, 
and the new bungalows for the Provincial and District 
Commissioner were nearing completion. The new bungalows 
for the District Commissioner and Inspector of Mines, and 
the police station and barracks at Obuasi were well advanced. 

At Tamale, in the Northern Territories, the Public Works 
Department stores, offices, and sheds, and the Treasury vault 
were in hand. ; 

Extensive sanitary improvements were carried out at 
‘Axim, Dixcove, Dunkwa, Tarquah, and Chama in the 
Western Province; Nsawam, Aburi, Adawso, Akuse, and 
Addah in the Eastern Province; and Cape Coast in the 
Central Province. The sanitation of Coomassie and Kin- 
tampo also received attention. 

At Accra progress was made with surface water drainage, 
and several swamps were reclaimed. 

To provide suitable houses for persons dispossessed, owing 
to the necessity of clearing unsanitary and congested areas, 
model houses were erected by the Public Works Department 
and sold, the payments being spread over a period of years. 
Building was also encouraged by a system of advancing 
materials from store, repayment being arranged by easy 
instalments in each case. 

Altogether 4,834 lineal yards of new roads were cleared, 
levelled, and kept in repair. 
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Acquisition and demolition of insanitary dwellings was 
carried out on a large scale, 60 properties in all being 
acquired. 

The most important sanitary works at Seccondee were 
the construction of 5,428 lineal yards of concrete drains and 
the reclamation of the Sweet Water Lagoon. . 

The new Hausa Zongo was completed and extended and 
various new townships laid out; the road surface constructed 
amounted to 45,207 yards super. 

The total sum expended on sanitation by the Public Works 
Department was £42,053. 

Warer Works. 

The Accra water works made good progress during the year, in 
spite of the difficulty experienced in obtaining satisfactory 
labour. 

The light railway between Accra and the dam was maintained 
in good order and sidings were added in two places. 

Additions were also made to the work yard, including a cement 
testing room and a bridge to afford better access to the explosives 
magazine. One stone crusher was erected aud put into opera- 
tion, a water tank was erected near the site of the filters, and 
work on the foundation for the permanent filters was approaching 
completion at the end of the year. 

Excellent progress was made with the 12-inch gravitation main, 
the work being within a mile of the transhipment station in 
December, in spite of a break of four months owing to the 
incidence of leave. In view of engineering difficulties and the 
expense involved, the scheme for the construction of a dam in 
the valley of the River Densu was abandoned in favour of a 
scheme of storage reservoirs, work on which was commenced. 

A four-roomed bungalow was erected at Weshiang for the use 
of the staff, and the native village was completed, providing a 
total of 48 huts for the use of the labourers on the works. 

An experiment as to the possibility of making bricks proved 
that this industry could be pursued to advantage if a properly 
equipped yard were provided. 

At Seccondee no construction work was done, but the railway 
to the works was commenced, formation being completed by the 
end of the year. Preliminary investigation was carried out as 
to the depth of the rock at the proposed sites of the dam and 
overflow. 

The village of Osofocrum, which was considered to be in too 
close proximity to the works, was removed to a new site laid out 
for the purpose; compensation was paid to the inhabitants. 


Accra Harzotur Works. 


No constructional work was done on the breakwater, but its 
extension was under consideration. 

A ramp was built at the shoreward end to facilitate the landing 
of cargo, and proved of great assistance. 

Operations during the year were mainly confined to the removal 
of silt from the harbour. Nearly 180,000 tons of sand were 
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removed by the sand pump. A tunnel some 60 feet in length 
was constructed to protect the delivery pipes from the heavy 
surfs. 

An examination of the sea bed in the harbour was made by 
means of probing, &c., with a view to finding suitable founda- 
tions for a new wharf. 

Over 50,000 tons of cargo were dealt with in the sheltered 
area of the harbour, as much as 4,000 tons having been shipped 
or landed in one week. 

The expenditure during the year was £12,583. 


SECCONDEE. 


Good progress was made with the construction of the break- 
water in spite of the heavy surf, and a length of 2274 feet was 
completed, making a total length of 355 feet. 

A sheltering concrete parapet 209 feet in length was built 
on the seaward side. 

The two abutments were finished, in readiness for the erection 
of iron jetties, and the construction of the concrete slope was 
commenced. 

The railway quay was extended by 99 feet for the purpose of 
affording more accommodation for the shipping of mahogany 
logs. 

The expenditure during the year amounted to £24,537. 


SURVEY. 


The additional temporary staff provided in 1911 proved success- 
ful in bringing the work of this department up to date. During 
1912 ‘the staff was gradually reduced to more normal limits, 
while the department was in a position to cope with the applica- 
tions which were received. 

The greater part of the work was cadastral. Including those 
in hand, both in the field and in the drafting office, 36 con- 
cessions were completed; three being in hand at the end of the 
year. 

The number of applications received during 1912 was 14. The 
total receipts of the department amounted to £3,708, as against 
£3,348 in 1911. 

The topographical branch of the department was brought up 
to full strength in September with the object of compiling an 
accurate map of the Northern Territories and completing the 
map of Northern Ashanti. 

The surveys in connection with the water supply schemes at 
Accra and Seccondee were brought to a satisfactory completion in 
October. 

The special surveys undertaken for the Wallis Company were 
completed early in the year. Further progress was made with 
the survey of towns, those at Cape Coast and Akuse being com- 
pleted in the course of the year, while work of this nature was 
also done at Accra. 
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TRANSPORT. 


The total number of loads dealt with by the Transport Depart- 
ment in 1912 was 48,000, as compared with 40,709 in the previous 
year. In addition, 922 carriers were employed on long engage- 
ments, as against 901 in 1911. 

The delivery of mails to the outstations beyond Coomassie, in 
Ashanti, and to the Northern Territories was carried out by this 
department: 1,156 bags were transported as against 1,126, being 
36 more than in 1911. 

Some difficulty was experienced in maintaining the supply 
of permanent carriers during the year, as labour was generally 
scarce, and opportunities of temporary employment on favour- 
able terms by private firms were not infrequent. Arrangements 
were made for the introduction of a higher rate of pay and of a 
distinct uniform for the carriers in permanent employment, and 
seem to have been successful in restoring the popularity of this 
service. 

The safety of the loads in charge of carriers is ensured by the 
system in force of savings bank deposits. These deposits amount 
to about £4,000 for 543 carriers. 

The results of the work dealt with by the department during 
the year are tabulated below: — 


Seccondee—Headquarters. 








Loads. 

Loads despatched by railway... ae mea .. 16,000 

% 53 by carriers... ae we ate 80 

As - by sea ae his ae 3 800 

5 locally ar .. 200 

Loads moved belonging to officers passing “through 10,000 

Carriers with officers travelling Sb oh ... 1,000 

Total at Seccondee ... Se3 ..» 28,0380 

Carriers engaged on contract for Government ... 895 

” ” ” ” y» companies, &e... 27 

Coomassie. 

Loads. 

Loads despatched by railway... ee oe 5 500 
re “5 by carriers to the Northern 

Territories oe 2,705 

oR by carriers to stations in “Ashanti 1,680 

3 distributed in Coomassie... 4,729 

», moved belonging to officers passing through 5,000 

Bags of mails sent up-country ves . 1,156 

Carriers with officers to the Northern Territories . .. 1,410 

5 53 », and troops in Ashanti ... 1,600 





Total at Coomassie ... a ... 18,780 
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Surraprnity or Cuimare ror Europeans AND OPENING FOR 
Wuite Lazovr. 


The climate, though hot and damp, is cooler than that of most 
tropical countries situated in similar latitudes. It is not in itself 
unhealthy, but an evil reputation has been earned for it in the 
past by the prevalence of mosquito-borne diseases, against which 
all possible precautions have constantly to be taken. The rainy 
season is marked by a considerable fall in the temperature, which 
is found to be refreshing to many Europeans, but proves trying 
to some. 

All Government officials and employees of mercantile firms and 
mining companies are engaged in the United Kingdom; it is 
inadvisable for a European to come to the Colony for the purpose 
of seeking employment. 

Compared with Eastern colonies, the wages on the Gold Coast 
are high. The rates for domestic servants vary from £1 to £6 
per month, £1 10s. to £2 being the average, and cooks are paid 
from £2 to £6 per month. 

The Government rate for carriers is ls. per diem and 3d. 
subsistence money. Contract labourers and carriers under 
contract for a period of months are now also paid Is. a day 
and 38d. subsistence instead of 25s. a month and 3d. a day 
subsistence as formerly. 

Native carpenters, masons, and smiths find ready employment 
at rates of wages varying from ls. 6d. to 4s. 2d. a day. 

Generally, the cost of living, except in the Northern Terri- 
tories, is high. Frozen meat of fair quality can be purchased 
from the mail steamers at the principal ports, and there is a 
cold-storage plant at Tarquah; but in many other places 
Europeans are dependent, to a great extent, on tinned provisions. 
Goats’ flesh and fowls are obtainable in most localities, and beef 
and mutton can be purchased in towns where there are 
Mohammedan communities. In the Northern Territories meat 
and other foodstuffs are both abundant and inexpensive. 


Native AFFAIRS. 


Commissions of Inquiry determined the relative political 
positions of the chiefs in the Seccondee-Dixcove, the Quittah, 
Addah, and portions of the Axim and Volta River districts. 
Relations between the chiefs and people and the administration 
continued to be excellent. A scarcity of corn was felt on the 
eastern frontier as the result of a drought about the middle of 
the year, but this led to nothing more serious than the incon- 
venience of enhanced prices. The general prosperity in the 
agricultural districts of the Eastern and Central Provinces, though 
not always accompanied by moral benefits, tends to improve the 
standard of living and to awaken interest in education. 

The Native Jurisdiction Ordinance, on the whole, has worked 
well, and, though experience shows that its details will require 
amendment in the future, it provides an easily accessible justice 
generally suited to the needs of the people. 
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Cuances In Estraslisumun. 


The Governor, Mr. James Jamieson Thorburn, C.M.G., pro- 
ceeded on leave on the 29th of June and retired on the 15th of 
September on the ground of ill-health. Major Herbert Bryan, 
C.M.G., Colonial Secretary, administered the Government from 
June 29th to December 25th. 

Sir Hugh Clifford, K.C.M.G., Colonial Secretary of Ceylon, 
was appointed Governor on the 11th of November and arrived to 
assume the administration on the 26th of December. 

Mr. W. R. Townsend, Circuit Judge of the Protectorate of 
Sierra Leone, was appointed Attorney-General on the 8th of 
December, 1912, on the retivement on pension of My. A. Hudson. 
He arrived and assumed duty in the Colony on the 183th of 
December. 

Mr. P. L. H. Archer, Postmaster-General, Southern Nigeria, 
was appointed Comptroller of Customs on the retirement on 
pension of Mr. 8S. J. Hood. 

Mr. A. FE. Cruickshank, Traffic Manager, Uganda Railway, 
was appointed General Manager of the Government Railways 
ou the 12th of June, on the retirement on pension of 
Mr. W. E. Smith. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The year 1912 has been one of remarkable progress and pros- 
perity. The returns of revenue and value of imports and exports 
show a large excess on the records of any previous year. The 
exports of gold reached the high figure of £1,439,268, and 
indicate that the mining industry is placed on a satisfactory 
basis. The value of cocoa exported amounted to £1,642,783, 
and the Gold Coast must now be placed foremost among the 
cocoa-producing countries of the world. An important feature 
of this industry is that it has been developed by, and is entirely 
in the hands of, the native population of the country. The 
methods of cultivation employed are, to a great extent, primi- 
tive, and though the ignorance of the farmer is now counteracted 
by the natural richness of the soil, it is clear that much has to 
be done, both by example and instruction in better methods, if 
the industry is to be maintained or extended. The Agricultural 
Department is giving earnest attention to this problem. LEvery 
district is regularly visited by travelling instructors, while 
experimental plantations are being established at the centres of 
several of the principal divisions. 

The question of transport presents great difficulty, and in some 
districts where the population is sparse and labour hard to obtain 
the farmer has resorted to the expedient of selling his crop as 
it stands to itinerant middlemen, to be picked, cured, and trans- 
ported to the nearest port—a system which must result in injury 
to the trees and an indifferently prepared product. 

Railway extensions and improved facilities of access to the 
railway are essential to the permanent establishment of this 
industry, and this policy is recognised and is being pursued. 
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In some of the districts where cocoa has been most successful 
there has been a general and even alarming rise in the price of 
food stuffs, due mainly to the abandonment of cultivation of 
such crops in favour of the more remunerative product. 

This feature is, perhaps, incidental to the rapid growth of 
the cocoa trade, and conditions may be expected to become more 
normal as time goes on. 

The general conditions of land tenure in the Colony and the 
operation of the Concessions Ordinance formed the subject of 
investigation by a special Commissioner, Mr. H. Conway Belfield, 
C.M.G., whose report was issued in June. Following on this 
report, a Committee was appointed by the Secretary of State to 
consider questions relating to land generally in West Africa. 
This Committee had not concluded its enquiry at the end of the 
year. 

Reorganisation of the Post and Telegraph Department 
resulted in considerable improvement in that service. A wire- 
less station was established at Accra, and experiments were made 
with a portable installation, communication being successfully 
effected with the Accra station from both Seccondee and 
Coomassie. 

There have been no disturbances during the year to interrupt 
the peaceful administration of the country. Various questions 
affecting tribal organisation have formed the subject of careful 
investigation by the Secretary for Native Affairs, and the 
decision in each case has been accepted without demur. This 
result is satisfactory both as being a departure from the system 
of tedious and expensive litigation, which has been only too 
prevalent in the past, and also as illustrating the increasing 
confidence in Government administration. 

The reform of the native tribunals effected by the amendment 
of the Native Jurisdiction Ordinance has been followed by 
improvement in tribal administration. In the majority of the 
divisions, bylaws dealing with sanitation and the cultivation 
of cocoa, palm trees, and other economic products have been 
issued and enforced. The interest of the people in the system 
of government by the native rulers is indicated by the fact that 
several chiefs have been deposed for misgovernment, incapacity, 
or drunkenness. 

Signs are not wanting that the general increase of wealth is 
being followed, not merely by better living and better houses, 
but also by an increased intelligence and enlightenment as well 
as by an access of industry and thrift. 

If this be so, there is no reason to doubt the permanence of 
the prosperity recorded in the year now passed. 








W.C. F. Rosertson, 


Acting Colonial Secretary. 
12th August, 1918. 
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APPENDIX. 


Statement showing the importation of spirits into the Gold 
Coast as the six = rears ended 31st Deceabes, 1912 :— 





Pa le = slo @ 
2 ie 8 gle a. =| 
Bag 4a Bes afc cs Ss . g 
Bas [2 28508858) Bo | Sha 2 
ao 2 gEaIaS oem FS | Bas Dut S 
Yer, | 238 [Be ®lglease 2] 82 | Bos y, g 
ere oe gi OR eS BIB Sa ak se Bee Chargeable. 2 
gal |g S88o 88" A BHA & 
Sam Is QB SGSega 3 a 

a le & OP R & 

£ £ 


1907 | 1,208,248 | 1,089,475 571,347 | 133,500 | 254,348 | West of Volta, Jan. to | — 
3rd Aug. 4s. 6d, 4th 

Aug. to 31st Dee. bs. 

per gal. imp. 

East of Volta, Jan. to 

May 2s, 11d., June to 

non Be. 74d, per gal. 


1908 | 1,254,120 | 1,322,218 595,787 | 138,571 | 332,043 Wee of Volta, Jan. to | — 

3rd Aug. 5s. 4th Aug. 
to 31st Dev. ds. 6d. per 
gal. imp. . 
East of "Volta, Bs. Th. 


Wo gal. imp. 
182,619 | 298,883 est of Volta, ds. 6d. | — 






1909 | 1,177,711 | 1,144,644 





per gal, imp. 
Bast of Volta, 8s. 73d. 
per gal. imp. 
1910 | 1,581,624 | 1,469,350 | 761,969 | 176,359 | 384,538 | West of Volta, 5s 6d. | — 
per gal, imp. 
East of Volta, 8s. Thd. 
- per gal. imp. 
1911 | 1,659,782 | 1,611,725 738,714 | 185,129 | 421,970 | West of Volta, 5s. 6d, | — 
| per gal. imp. 
East or Volta, 8s, Thd. 
per gal. imp. 
1912 | 1,835,204 | 1,655,842 904,526 | 220,267 | 470,143 | West of Volta, 5s. 6d. | — 
per gal. imp 


East of Volta, 33, 74d, 
per gal, imp. 


























COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from the sources 
indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &e. Year. 


~ 736 Somaliland ... eve aa on os oe ee 1911-1912 
77 Imperial Institute ... ae on ose on ae 1911 
738 Northern Nigeria ore one ase ane ous is 
739 Jamaica ase one ae ase ove _ we 1911-1912 
740 Swaziland ... ove ae one ove eee wee 7 
741 Bahamas... si ie: one oe one eee nH 
742 Grenada ave ne ses mi tae ose one 1911 

_— 143 Uganda one ae ave ae oo soe eee 1911-1912 
744 Mauritius... ore ae ane one 1911 
745 Trinidad and Tobago 1911-1912 
746 British Guiana ae 
TAT St. Vincent ... ee oD oe te 
748 Barbados... ed en ws se ce “ 
749 Leeward Islands . eee nee we ose one ” 
750 Straits Settlements ... ove ave aes ae toe 1911 

_— Tl East Africa Protectorate ... on sae ove eve 1911-1912 

s 752 St. Lucia... ove eee aoe » 

753 Gilbert and Ellice Islands Protectorate ove one ove 1911 
754 Cayman Islands (Jamaica)... ee aes ae eee 1911-1912 
755 Gibraltar... ose ase ave eee ae ave 1912 
756 St. Helena... Ses one ae one ane eee 
757 Weihaiwei ... aes eas ose 
758 Ceylon 
o> 159 Sierra Leone ... 
760 Seychelles ie see eee se ae ES a 
761 Somaliland ... aie wee one eee ane eee 1912-1913 





” 





191171912 
1912 





762 Hong Kong .. ees ae eee oe rd 1912 
763 Turks and Caicos Islands aa oes on ae on ” 
764 Falkland Islands... ove one ” 
_—- 165 Northern Territories of the ‘Gold Goast | te ons ” 
“266 Bahamas at ane an eos ” 
767 Gambia aay se ave as aie, eae oes ” 


768 = Fiji... ee ae re et ets Sear read + 
769 Basutoland ... ass oe see vue oes ee 1912-1913 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony, &c. Subject. 
74 Ceylon aes oe tne .» Mineral Survey, 1906-7 and 
1907-8. 
75 West Indies... tes tes «. Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 


76 Southern Nigeria ... sae .» Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 
77 St. Vincent ... as eos «. Boads and Land Settlement 


Fund. 

78 Weihaiwei ... as es we Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria ... iss +» Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 


80 Nyasaland ... aad ee «. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria ... ave ... Mineral Survey, 1908--9. 

82 Imperial Institute ... we ... Bubber and Gutta-percha, 

83 Southern Nigeria ... ws .» Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies ae ae ..» Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, 

85 Southern Nigeria .., as «we Mineral Survey, 1911, 
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No. 771. 


ASHANTI. 


_ (For Report for 1911, see No. 719.) 


Tur GovERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Accra, 
26th August, 19138. 
Sir, 

I waive the honour to transmit herewith the Annual 
Report on Ashanti for the year 1912, which has been prepared 
by the Chief Commissioner, Mr. F. C. Fuller, C.M.G. 

2. The revenue for the year under review amounted to £50,265, 
which is practically the same as that for 1911. 

8. The expenditure for 1912 amounted to £148,685, as against 
£146,317 in 1911. 

4, As regards the revenue, however, it must be remembered 
that all customs dues collected on imports consumed in Ashanti 
are included in the revenue returns of the Colony, and do not 
appear in the accounts to the credit of the Protectorate. 
Similarly, as regards expenditure, 70 per cent. of the total cost 
of the Gold Coast Regiment (£49,670 out of £69,580) is shown 
as expenditure on account of Ashanti. At one time doubtless 
this charge could fairly be classed as part of the expenditure 
which the assumption of the administration of Ashanti by the 
Government of the Gold Coast threw upon the revenues of the 
Colony; but to-day the situation has changed. Having regard 
to the geographical and strategical position of this Colony, it will 
always, it is probable, be necessary to maintain the Gold Coast 
Regiment at approximately its present strength, for considera- 
tions which are quite apart from the maintenance of law and 
order within our borders. That the presence of this force is now 
specially required in order to support the authority of the Chief 
Commissioner and his officers in Ashanti itself, or that it is 
needed for the preservation of order in Ashanti to a degree 
markedly greater than in other parts of the Colony and its 
dependencies, are contentions which can, I think, no longer be 
successfully maintained. Coomassie is, however, and will continue 
to be, the most central and convenient place for the headquarters 
of the regiment, and for convenience of accounting the greater 
part of our military expenditure will therefore be charged against 
the Protectorate. It is only fair, however, to place it on record 
that this course is dictated by convenience, and not by any local 
necessity. 


(31773—2.) Wt, 35104—688, 1125 & 90, 10/18. D&S. A2 
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5. On the other hand, I differ from the Chief Commissioner, who 
considers that the Northern Territories should be debited with a 
portion of the £11,751 on account of the so-called Ashanti and 
Northern Territories Roads Department. The whole of the Ejura 
Road, which is under the charge of that Department, lies within 
Ashanti territory, and except that it leads in the direction of the 
Northern Territories it has no connection with the administration 
of that Dependency. 

6. Accepting the Chief Commissioner’s estimate of £90,000 on 
account of customs duties collected in the Colony on goods con- 
sumed in Ashanti, adding this to the revenue actually brought 
to account, and deducting the cost of the Gold Coast Regiment 
(£49,670) from the expenditure of the Protectorate, it will be 
found that a considerable excess of revenue over expenditure 
results; and this, I think, may be regarded as a more accurate 
representation of the actual state. of the financial position of 
Ashanti than that disclosed by the figures given in the Report. 

7. The trade statistics for 1912 are satisfactory. The gross 
value of the imports conveyed into Ashanti by rail exceeded half 
a million pounds sterling; the value of imports brought into the 
Protectorate otherwise than by rail amounted to £245,000; 
while about £25,000 worth was imported by natives. This makes 
a total value of £770,000. 

8. The value of the exports (other than gold) amounted to 
£616,750 during the year under review, and in this connection 
it is satisfactory to note the progress which cocoa-cultivation is 
making in Ashanti. The value of the cocoa exported during 1912 
amounted to £230,000. 

9. The value of the gold produced during the year under review 
amounted to £517,893. 

10. Education, I feel sure you will note with satisfaction, is 
making steady progress in Ashariti, and I hope during 1914 to 
increase the school accommodation at Coomassie to meet a rapidly 
growing demand. 

11. I should like to take this opportunity of placing on record 
the highly favourable impression which I formed, during my 
recent visit to Ashanti, of the excellent relations which appear to 
exist between the Chief Commissioner and his administrative 
officers and the native chiefs and people. The confidence of the 
latter seems to have been won with a completeness which does 
much credit to Mr. Fuller, and to the administrative officers who 
are co-operating with him. 


I have, &c., 


Hueu Crirrorp, 
Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e., 
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FINANCIAL. 


The total revenue collected in Ashanti during 1912 was 
£50,265, as against £50,319 in 1911 and £37,621 in 1910. 

Increases, compared with the Estimates for the year, amounting 
to £5,093, are shown under nine heads, the principal of which 
are :— 


£ 
Firearms and Ammunition de Be 368 
Court Fines and Fees... te SoH 426 
Mining Royalties : w= 3,410 
Rents from Government Land . = 161 
Miscellaneous ees nae a ae 446 
Kraal Fees ts va ae a 274 


Deercases, amounting to £2,328, appear under eleven heads, 
the principal being: — 


£ 
Spirit Licences ... .. 1,210 
Market and Slaughter House Fees at 114 
Sale of Stamps ... eae Per oes 73d 


The revenue and expenditure of Ashanti for the last five years 
were as follows :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1908... ies v 27,909 98,580 
1909... a «29,264 102,211 
TOLO® | ct fie .. 387,621 117,398 
1911. se .. 60,319 146,317 
1912. ey . 50,265 148,685 


The revenue quoted represents (with the exception of mining 
royalties) actual moneys collected in Ashanti and does not include 
any ad valorem duties on goods consumed in Ashanti. This duty 
is estimated at £90,000. 

Stamp duties, registration and survey fees are likewise not 
shown, as these are paid in the Colony. On the other hand, the 
expenditure quoted includes 70 per cent. of the total cost of the 
Gold Coast Regiment, 7.e., £49,670 out of £69,580, and all Public 
Works Extraordinary, including £11,751 under the Ashanti 
and Northern Territories Roads Department. 

In reality, therefore, the Dependency more than pays its way, 
for it was able to contribute some £140,000 to pay to the public 
revenue to meet an unduly inflated expenditure (to wit, 70 per 
cent. of the total military cost) which for convenience of account- 
ing is debited to the Dependency. 

During the year a West African nickel coinage was intro- 
duced, comprising pennies, half-pennies and one-tenth pennies. 
The coins have a centre hole to facilitate stringing them together. 
Their popularity was immediate and the demand for them is 
steadily increasing. Some £250 in nickel coins was issued 
during the year. 
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TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 


Imports. 


Imports by railway amounted to 16,469 tons, as against 13,998 
in 1911, an increase of 2,471 tons. 
The imports represent a gross value of over £500,000. 


Wines and Spirits.—Wines and spirits accounted for 1,520 tons, 
as against 1,389 in 1911, an increase of 181 tons. This can be 
explained by the growing prosperity of the country, and the 
advent of more coast natives in search of employment as skilled 
artizans. 


Dried Fish.—999 tons were imported during the year as against 
517 in 1911. This large expansion was only to be expected 
owing to the popularity of this fish as an article of diet. The 
demand is only limited by the supply on the coast, which 
naturally varies according to years and seasons. The fish 
averaged in value about £25 a ton. 


Imports from adjoining Countries. 


Cattle—A marked increase in the number of cattle imported 
into Ashanti can be recorded. Over 40,000 head found their 
way from and through the Northern Territories. Of these 4,154 
were slaughtered in Coomassie, as against 3,960 in 1911. 1,967 
were slaughtered at the remaining headquarter stations in Ashanti 
and 3,344 were re-exported by railway. 

There was a slight decrease in the trade with the Ivory Coast. 
The trade in cattle indigenous to the Northern Territories is 
still very small, only 491 non-humped cattle having arrived in 
Coomassie. 

Several Moors from the Sun country imported cattle from the 
Timbuctoo district, but the vast majority of the animals come 
from French Moshi country north of the Northern Territories. 
Prices fluctuated between £3 to £9 according to seasons and num- 
ber in the market for sale. An average of £4 can be safely taken, 
which means a value of £160,000. 


Sheep and Goats.—Importation of sheep and goats showed a 
slight decrease. 75,000 came from the Northern Territories 
against 82,000 in 1911. Of these, 3,652 were slaughtered in 
Coomassie, 1,619 at other headquarter stations, and 2,519 ex- 
ported by rail. This represents, roughly speaking, a spending 
power of £20,000 

Vegetable Products.—Trade statistics record an increase in the 
number of loads from the Northern Territories. The principal 
items were dawa-dawa (8,248), shea-butter (11,346), native cloths 
(9,405), and miscellaneous (22,467). 

The average price of a load of dawa-dawa was 50s., of shea- 
butter, £1, and of native cloths, £10. 

It is impossible to gauge the average of miscellaneous loads, 
but the whole trade in all the above mentioned articles can be 
safely valued at £10,000. e 
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The trade in hides more than doubled itself in 1912. Whereas 
some £4,000 was paid out by the merchant firms for hides in 
1911, over £8,750 worth was purchased in 1912. 
An export trade in millet has suddenly sprung up in the 
Kratchi district, and is well worth encouraging. This article of 
food fetches a price ranging from 12s. 6d. to 16s. a bag at Kpong 


and Addah. 694 bags were exported in 1912, as against 64 in 
1911. 
Total value of imports other than by railway may be estimated 
at:— 
£ 
Cattle 160,000 
Sheep and Goats 20,000 
Dawa-dawa 20,000 
Shea butter 12,000 
Native Cloths 9,000 
Hides 8,750 
Miscellaneous, _ 15,250 
Total £245,000 
Exports. 


The principal exports were rubber, cocoa, kola, cattle, sheep, 
and hides. 

Rubber.—952 tons of rubber were exported by rail in 1912, as 
against 1,206 in 1911, representing a purchasing power of 
£160, 000. The decrease was due to the systematic overtapping 
of the wild rubber trees that has been carried out by the natives 
ever since the industry commenced. A few of the chiefs had the 
foresight to stop all tapping on their lands, in order to avert 
wholesale destruction. This may have a good effect and tend to 
resuscitate the failing supply. 


Cocva.—The amount of cocoa exported was 5,337 tons, against 
4,170 tons in 1911 and 1,914 in 1910. This means an increase 
of 26°4 per cent over 19 i According to average prices paid by 
the mercantile firms, this industry was worth about £280,000 to 
the natives in 1912. 


Kola.—The demand for these nuts is ever on the increase, 
especially in the Nigerias, where improved transport facilities 
are every day opening up a wider area for this favourite form of 
stimulant. 1,353 tons were exported by rail in 1912, against 


904 in 1911, nor has th 
human-borne kola loads 


ere been any noticeable decrease of the 
to the north. A cursory checking gave 


over 10,000 loads as having been exported from Ejura alone. 





Kintampo, Wenchi, an 


Sikasiko would all number as many 


loads, and Wenchi would probably greatly exceed that number. 
At a rough estimate, 50,000 head loads left Ashanti during 1912, 
representing a value of £1 per load. This would about equal the 
export by rail, as 1,353 tons represent 54,120 head loads (reckoned 
at 40 to the ton) and a value of £54,120. 
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Cattle and Sheep.—3,344 cattle were exported by rail, repre- 
senting, at an average of £5 a head, £16,720, and 2,019 sheep at 
10s.=£1,259, say a total under this head of £18,000. 

The export of Hides was valued at £8,750. 


Summary. 
Value of Imports :— 
From the Coast £ 
By Kuropean Firms ... ... 800,000 
By Natives a Ass les 28,000 
From Adjoining Countries ... «. 245,000 
Total ae . £770,000 
Value of Exports :— 
£ 
Rubber mn a: ae ... 160,000 
Cocoa nee nae ee ... 280,000 
Kola aoe os, rai .. 100,000 
Cattle and Sheep exported ... wh 18,000 
Hides ae a ae oe 8,750 
Total ey .. £616,750 


Business of the Bank. 

The Bank Manager reports as follows :— 

“* An increase in business is still maintained. The cause of this 
increase is due to a considerable extent to the expansion of petiy 
trade. With the pacific state of Ashanti, and the natural aptitude 
of the natives for trade, such an expansion must inevitably 
happen. This trade is dependent, to a certain degree, on the 
amount of cash disbursed during the produce season, and a con- 
siderable sum has been put into circulation this year. The most 
important increase under this heading was the growth of the 
dried fish trade. The remittances received from these traders 
were as much again as those of the previous year, and a still 
further increase is anticipated. 

“ Diverting to other business, the exchange of gold and dollars 
nearly doubled that of the previous year. The supply has been 
well financed, and both the cattle traders and natives from the 
Northern Territories have taken advantage of these facilities. 

““The kola traders transacted a considerable business through 
the bank’s Southern Nigeria branches, and this trade shows an 
inclination to increase.’’ 


AGRICULTURE. 


The chief interest of the natives now lies in this direction. 
Every year sees more new land under cultivation, mainly with 
Cocoa. The majority of the trees are as yet, however, too young 
to bear fruit. This is the reason why only an increase of 36 per 
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cent. is shown in the export of this article for 1912 over that of 
1911, but a great expansion is now taking place, and may be 
confidently looked forward to. 

Travelling inspectors were constantly at work throughout the 
year, instructing the people how to care for their plantations and 
stamp out disease, but so far only a few farmers have taken the 
teachings to heart. Generally speaking, the quality of cocoa 
produced appears to satisfy mercantile requirements. 

Rubber.—The planting of Funtumia trees in cocoa farms is 
becoming general, while in certain districts plots are entirely 
devoted to this plant. But the trees are all too young as yet to 
be tapped. 

Para trees (Hevea Brasiliensis) are becoming more popular 
among the natives and several small plantations have been 
established. 

The export of rubber decreased in 1912 by 254 tons (982, 
against 1,206 in 1911). This was all so-called ‘‘ wild rubber,” 
z.e., obtained from forest trees. Owing to overtapping, this 
supply will inevitably decrease and will, it is hoped, be gradually 
replaced and superseded by plantation rubber. 

Kola.—The nut yielded by this tree is in universal demand 
throughout tropical Africa. In fact, it is safe to say that, unless 
the plant is largely cultivated on plantations, the supply will 
never equal the demand. The Ashantis trust to their rich forest 
belt of kola trees. : 

Although numbering many millions of trees, doubts are enter- 
tained as to whether the limit of supply has not been reached. 
In any case, no considerable increase on the present export (about 
3,000 tons) need be expected. 

Tobacco and Cotton have so far only been tried experimentally 
on a small scale. Proper curing presents a difficulty in the pro- 
duction of the former, while the thickly wooded nature of the 
country is not suitable to the cultivation of the latter. 

Shea butter.—So far this commodity is nearly all locally con- 
sumed. The quantity produced remains, therefore, about 
stationary, but vast supplies exist in the north that have not 
yet been exploited. 

Agricultural Station. 

The Cocoa Section consists of 25 acres planted out with several 
varieties, namely, Amelonado, Cundeamor, Criollo and Ocumare. 
The trees in bearing pod freely and gave good results. 

The Rubber Section comprised some 85 acres—55 of which are 
planted out with Para trees, the remainder being devoted to 
Funtwmia elastica. 

The Para variety gave much more satisfactory results, although 
only a few of the trees are tappable as yet. Funtumia evidently 
requires forest conditions to thrive well. 

Coffee, tobacco, ground-nuts, arrow-root, sugar-cane and various 
timbers, spices and fruits were successfully grown at the station. 

The rainfall for the year was 50°53 inches, the lowest rainfall 
on record since the establishment of the station in 1907. 
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MINES. 


The amount of gold produced during the year was 121,914°55 
ounces, valued at £517,893, as compared with 124,878 ounces, 


valued at £530,583, in 1911. 


The following companies produced gold during the year :— 





A.—Mimng. 
Value. 
Fine gold. £ 
Ashanti Goldfields Corporation, Ltd. 114,456:36 486,211 
B.—Dredging. 
Ashanti Rivers and Dara Ltd. 2,264:18 9,618 
Ofin River Gold Estates, Ltd... ee 5,194:01 22,064 
Total ... «121,914.55 £517,893 





The amount of labour employed daily by the mining and 


dredging companies in Ashanti was :— 











— Surface. | Mine. | Total. 

| 
Europeans... Ae or | 106 44 150 
Natives aa SiH | 2,904 1,364 4,268 
4,418 


Total... 0... | 3,010 1,408 








‘During ‘the e year prospecting work was carried out by the 


Ashanti ‘Goldfields Territories, Limited, and on the conglomerate 
reefs in eastern Ashanti by . the Gold Coast Explorers and 


W. A. Pritchard and Co., Ltd. 
Ashanti Goldfields Corporation, Limited. 


1912. 1911. 
Europeans employed—British ... 134 136 
ee Italians ... 18 16 
Natives employed ee rer pe 3,495 
Total accidents - a 12 
Health ae r oan oe Good, Good. 
Ashanti Goldfields Territories, Limited. 
; 1912. 1911. 
Europeans employed en a 19 14 
Natives employed Pe ses 326 471 
Accidents ae eee ae Nil. Nil. 
Health eae ws a «.. Good. Good. 
Ashanti Rivers and Concession, Limited. 
1912. 1911. 
Europeans employed Ne bes 20 41 
Natives employed a ae 465 2,668 
Accidents — a ve cM Nil. 


Health ae im ves «» Good. Good. 
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Ofin River Gold Estates, Limited. 


1912. 1911. 
Europeans employed a ae 28 18 
Natives employed ae 51 250 286 
Health Sots me a Good. Good 

W. A. P. Company, Limited. 

1912. 1911. 
Europeans employed oe See 4 6 
Natives employed wis Se 100 60 
Health ae ey ae .. Good. Fair. 

Prospecting only. 

Total Europeans employed dee 223 231 
Total natives employed ... w= 4,591 6,500 





MANUFACTURES. 


The staple manufactures continue to be weaving, pottery, 
basket-making and ornamental gold work. 

Weaving is all done with hand looms, the yarn being generally 
imported. Silk garments of considerable beauty and value are a 
speciality of Ashanti. 

204 men were licensed as goldsmiths during the year. Their 
work is both delicate and unique. 


FISHERIES. 


The only local fish obtainable is from Lake Busumtchi and a 
few of the rivers. The demand for coast-smoked fish is much on 
the increase owing to the paucity of the local fresh fish supply. 

Imports by railway for 1912 amounted to 999 tons, as against 
517 tons in 1911 and 270 tons in 1910. 


LEGISLATION. 


Six additions or amendments were made under Section 26 of the 
Ashanti Administration Ordinance (No. 1 of 1902) during the 
year 1912. 


EDUCATION. 


The Coomassie Government School continued on a course of 
uninterrupted success, as it has since its inception in 1909. Twice 
the number of scholars could be recruited were the school accom- 
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modation sufficiently enlarged. Children were refused admission 
day after day, so eager'are the Ashantis to obtain the advantage 
of secular education for their children. - 

Although the seating accommodation falls short of 300, the 
number of scholars on the roll was 346, with an average attend. 
ance of 235, or 69°5 per cent. While the number on the roll has 
vemained practically constant the percentage attendance has 
steadily increased. 

The teaching staff consisted of a native teacher and six assis- 
tants. There was no European schoolmaster during the year, 
owing to the vacancy caused by Mr. Gardiner’s promotion not 
having been filled. ; 

Useful agricultural instruction is given to the pupils and the 
general result of the school is highly gratifying. 

A primary Government school was opened at Sunyani in April. 
Fifty children were enrolled on the register, who showed an 
average attendance of 79 per cent. The school was inspected by 
the Director of Education in October, and the progress of the 
children satisfactorily reported upon. ‘The success of the school 
was assured from its inauguration. 

"he Basel Mission now numbers 26 schools throughout Ashanti 
with a pupil attendance of 850—a decrease of 33 on 1911. Of 
these 196 are Christian and 454 heathen. Five of the schools 
fall under the category of ‘‘ Assisted” schools, 7.e., receive 
Government Grants in aid in proportion to proficiency attained. 
The Wesleyan Mission has 18 schools in Ashanti, with a pupil 
attendance of about 740. (Exact figures were not reported.) 
The Roman Catholic Mission has as yet only three schools in 
Ashanti, one at Coomassie, and two in Obuasi, with a pupil 
attendance of 180. 

Several Mahommedan schools exist at various Hausa and north 
country settlements, but little besides the Koran is taught to the 
children. 


W 





GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Hospitals.—European hospitals are established at Coomassie 
and Obuasi: native hospitals at Coomassie, Obuasi, Sunyani and 
Kintampo. 

There is uo asylum in the Dependency. Violent cases of 
dementia are sent to Accra for treatment. 

Savings Bank.—Savings banks are as yet confined to Coomassie 
and Obuasi. Coomassie numbered 185 depositors, with deposits to 
the value of £1,403 8s. 0d., as against £1,317 17s. Od. in 1911. 
Obuasi again shows a falling off in the number of permanent 
depositors, z.e., 837 against 48, but an increase in value of deposits, 
t.e., £940 18s. Od. against £761 9s. Od. in 1911. 

The total number of depositors—including casuals—was 412. 
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POLICE. 


The strength of the Police Force in Ashanti on 31st December, 
1912, was 105 as against 100 on the 81st December, 1911. 

The Coomassie Detachment—consisting of 62 officers and men 
—effected 690 arrests during the year as against 592 in 1911. 

At Obuasi there were 268 police prosecutions as against 468 in 
1911, a decrease of 200 cases. 

The discipline and general conduct of the police were satis- 
factory. 

The Mines Police stationed in Ashanti consisted of two non- 
commissioned officers and three constables. They were stationed 
at Obuasi, and their duties were solely confined to work for the 
Ashanti Goldfields Corporation, Limited. 

The Railway Police stationed in Ashanti consisted of two 
sergeants and six constables distributed between Coomassie and 
Obuasi. Their duties are entirely connected with railway matters. 


PRISONS. 


Coomassie.—The total number of convict prisoners admitted 
during the year was 347. This includes seven females. The 
daily average was 96. The number of debtor prisoners admitted 
was 78, viz., 55 males and 23 females. The number of untried 
prisoners was 74 males and 7 females. 

The crimes committed by the prisoners were as follows :— 


Murder ; 
Manslaughter 
Rape : 
Wounding ... ees 
Robbery with violence 

Burglary 

Assault a ne ae a 
Larceny and other offences eee a kee 


ee 





WOOrKrWAaAAOF 


Son 


The health of the prisoners was good. Admissions into the 
prison infirmary were 44, all for slight cases of illness. There 
were also three cases of death from disease and three executions. 

The prisoners were employed on sanitary work, carpentry, 
laundry and basket-making. 

One prisoner escaped from the prison. Six escaped while 
working outside; of these one was recaptured. 

The number of prisoners transferred from Coomassie Prison 
during the year was as follows: —15 long-sentenced convicts to 
Central Prison, Seccondee, eight short-sentenced men to Fort 
Orange, Seccondee, and 13 to Obuasi. 

The prison was kept in good order and discipline well main- 
tained. 

Obuasi.—The total number of prisoners committed to prison 
was 376, z.e., 147 convicts, 215 untried, and 14 debtors; daily 
average, 56. 
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The offences committed were larceny, defrauding, extortion, 
wounding, and other offences. 

The health of the prisoners was fair: there were 50 admissions 
to the Colonial Hospital and 2 deaths during the year. 

There were five escapes during the year and five recaptures. 

The sanitary condition of the prison was good and discipline 
well maintained. 

Sunyani.—The total number of prisoners for the year was 80 
with a daily average of 17°02. The health was satisfactory. 

There were also 13 debtor prisoners. One prisoner escaped, but 
was recaptured. 

Prison labour is employed on sanitation and station work 
generally. i 

Kintampo.—A total number of 61 prisoners were admitted into 
the Kintampo gaol during 1912. They were employed on usual 
sanitary work, 


CRIMINAL CASES. 


The following table gives a list of the criminal cases heard in 
the Courts of Ashanti and the manner in which they were dealt 
with :— 





Not pro-| Com- 
Cases Dis- Con- P: 
Courts. * ceeded | mitted 
heard. |charged.| victed. with: Jlfoz” trial: 








Chief Commissioner ... one 64 8 46 10 _ 

Police Magistrate one o. | 1,476 172 1,291 13 _ 

District Commissioner, Central 82 9 60 4 9 
Province. : 

Commissioner, Southern 685 91 590 — 4 
Province. 

Commissioner, Northern 160 36 121 — 3 
Province. 

Commissioner, Western 211 60 149 _- 2 
Province. 

Commissioner, Ejura 120 24 96 - -_ 
District. 

Total... eee | 2,798 400 2,353 27 18 




















an increase of 410 over last year, due chiefly to the disposal of 
more nuisance cases than in the previous year. 
Serious crime was as follows :— 


Murder isle ‘ee ey, at ae 5 
Manslaughter aes ee see ae 16 
Rape ue os oe os ees 8 
Abduction sae ae as Dey 5 
Slave dealing oes ae fs ay ze 


1,721 civil cases were disposed of during the year, showing an 
increase of 275 as compared with 1911, 
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The fees and fines of Court during the year amounted to 
£2,485 12s. 1d., an increase of £549 1s. 11d. over last year. 

The Concessions Court held 18 sittings during the year, 11 
Certificates of Validity were issued, and extensions were granted 
for the filing of notice under Section 9 of the Ashanti Concessions 
Ordinance of 1908 in respect of six lapsed concessions. 

Ten concessions were abandoned and one was terminated for 
non-payment of rent under Section 26 of the Ashanti Concessions 
Ordinance. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


Population.—The census of 1911 gave a total population for 
Ashanti of 287,814 souls, made up as follows: 











Male... mes ek oe 141,231 
Female Me he ee 146,583 
287,814 
Children cae ee LT, 058 
Adults... 803761 
287,814 





The town of Coomassie numbers roughly 19,000 souls. 


PUBLIC HEALTH. 


A marked improvement in the general health of the community 
can be recorded for 1912. 

One European official died in Coomassie after a stay of one week 
in West Africa. One death occurred in Obuasi of a non-official, 
due to accident, and one at Sunyani, of acute dysentery. 

The number of Europeans resident in Ashanti during the year 
was 470, made up as follows: —-147 officials, 2 wives of officials, 
8 missionaries, 3 wives of missionaries, 310 miners and merchants. 

The daily average of Europeans in Coomassie was :— 

Officials as Se wae aoe 44 
Non-officials ... ae Bat wee 40 


The total number of officials on the sick list during the year 
was 103. 
Four officials were invalided during the year and nine non- 
officials. 
The invaliding rate for the whole of Ashanti was :— 
Per cent. 
Officials de be tes ae 27 
Non-officials res rer ah, 29 
as compared with 5:03 and 5°19 per cent. for 1911. 
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The Syrians, who numbered 34, continue to live in the un- 
healthy conditions they seem to prefer. They had two deaths 
amongst their number. 

The total number of cases treated in the European hospital, 
Coomassie, was 50. Of these 44 were officials and six non- 
officials. Non-officials treated in their quarters numbered 42. 


Natives. 


Officials —The number of native officials for the year was 80. 
Thirty-two of these were placed on the sick list. 


Non-officials.—Coomassie Hospital. 








Admissions for the year was the we 1,028 
Deaths ae sae ne oe was 22 
New cases as out-patients : — 
Soldiers pan sae ae aa we 2,983 
Police a oon ea fed wae 49 
Civilians a ae Sei on .. 3,787 
—— 6,869 
Old cases :— 
Soldiers i oa ate ate .. 6,558 
Police uae see aA Se mae 231 
Civilians i me es a «» 9,009 
—— 15,798 
Total cases tee ..» 22,667 
as against 41,058 in 1911. 
Patients treated at Obuasi see ate soe 896 
Patients treated at Kintampo Bue oa eos 567 
Patients treated at Sunyani ies uae w — -1,156 
Grand total ... «25,286 





Small-poe.—Ashanti, remarkable to relate, kept free from 
small-pox in 1912. Obuasi was the only station where a mild 
case occurred, but chicken-pox was fairly prevalent—81 cases 
being treated in Coomassie. 


The public vaccinator still continues his work, but owing to the 
absence of the disease people were not so ready to submit to treat- 
ment as they are during an outbreak. The dried lymph, when 
not kept too long, is successful. 


Trypanosomiasis.—Four cases were treated as in-patients in 
Coomassie Hospital. They left the hospital when they showed 
improvement under atoxyl. There was no death among them. 
Five cases were treated as out-patients. There were four cases 
under treatment at Sunyani. No cases were reported from either 
Obuasi or Kintampo. 
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Out of 19,138 people examined in the Central Province, 11 
cases of trypanosomiasis were discovered. In the Ahafo district 
of the Western Province, out of 2,926 people examined no cases 
were found. In 1910 four cases were discovered there, three of 
which have since died, and the remaining one is suffering from 
dementia. Fourteen cases in the Sunyani district among 5,290 
people examined. 

Gaols.—The health of the prisoners was good. Three died in 
Coomassie prison during the year and two at Obuasi. 


SANITATION AND CLIMATE. 


The sanitation, both in the out-stations and in Coomassie, was 
well iaintained during the year. 

Kintampo and Sunyani employ gangs of sanitary labour as 
well as gangs on sleeping sickness duty. 

The sanitation of Obuasi is in the hands of a Sanitary Com- 
mittee that controls all the labour. 

A European sanitary inspector was appointed to Coomassie in 
April. He has one native inspector and a permanent gang of 
90 scavengers under him. The cleanliness of the town is sur- 
prising in consequence. 

Mosquitoes are seldom seen in the European allotments and 
are steadily decreasing in the native town. 

The Sanitary Department instituted 544 prosecutions during the 
year, resulting in 544 convictions. 

The year 1912 was exceptionally dry. The rainfall in Coo- 
massie was 50°54 inches, as compared with 70:25 in 1911, and 
70°89 in 1910. At Obuasi the rainfall was 53°37 inches against 
64°38 for 1911, at Sunyani, 37°26 inches, and at Kintampo. 
+145 inches. 

Temperature.—Average mean temperature in Coomassie was 
73°26 degrees. 





POST AND TELEGRAPUS. 


It is to be regretted that it was found necessary, for depart- 
mental reasons, to close down the post and telegraph office ai 
Sunyaui in the month of May. Arrangements were subsequently 
made to carry on the telegraph service, for official messages only. 
by the signallers of the Gold Coast Regiment. Stamps and 
postal orders were sold to the public one day a week by the 
Commissioner’s clerk. 

The post and telegraph office at Atabubu was closed down on 
the 15th of December for similar reasons. 

There is a daily service of mails between Coomassic and the 
coast. 
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North of Coomassie mails 
headquarter stations, and 
Territories. 
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are despatched once a week to all 
twice a week to the Northern 


The following mail matter was handled :— 











| 
— Forwarded., Received. | Total. 
Letters and Post Cards... . + | 121,716 188,238 | 309,954 
Book Packets and Newspapers... ws | 24,083 | 119,384 | 1438, 417 
Registered Articles ... +8 F 24,975 16,078 41,053 
Parcels... es ae 4,216 14,208 | 18,424 
Total ... aes se og | 174,940 | 337,908 | 512,848 


| 
i 





Post office receipts on account of sales of stamps throughout 
Ashanti amounted to £7,014 16s. 5d., as against £6,656 in 1911. 
Telegraphic messages to the number of 95,243 were received 


and forwarded over the wires during the year. 





RELIGION. 


Proselytizing Christianity is represented in Ashanti by the 
Wesleyan, Basel and Roman Catholic Missions. 

The Wesleyan Mission numbers a congregation of 3,748 souls, 
an increase of 155 on 1911. The staff consists of one Muropean 
iuinister, who resides in Coomassie, two native ministers, and 29 
catechists and teachers. There are 18 scliool-chapels. 

The Basel Mission has a staff of two Muropean and three native 
ministers, besides 27 catechists and teachers. They coutrol a 
congregation of 1,819, ten less than in 1911, and 30 churches. 

The Roman Catholics number 526, an increase of 31 on 1911. 
Two priests, who reside in Coomassie, are in charge of this 
mission. 

The total Christian population can be put down at 6,093, which 
means about 2 per cent. of the total population. 

The relations between heathens and Christians were somewhat 
strained at the commencement of the year owing to Christian 
converts refusing personal service to their chiefs. But on the 
vccasion of the Governor's visit to Coomassie—early in Mareh— 
rules were drawn up by His Excellency’s instructions as a guide 





to both parties concerning their respective obligations. These 
rules have so far had the effect of lessening the breach between 


the factions and the relations for the remainder of the year showed 


a decided improvement. 
The religion of the country remains a mixture of “ Fetishism ”’ 


and ancestor worship. 
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NATIVE AFFAIRS. 


Relations between Commissisoners and the natives continued 
to be excellent. No friction between the paramount and subject 
powers is to be recorded for 1912. One intertribal disturbance 
occurred at Tekiman over a boundary dispute, which was satis- 
factorily settled by the respective Commissioners of the Western 
and Northern Provinces. 

The only tribal quarrel occurred at Ejisu, where the people and 
elders, dissatisfied with the treatment meted out to them by their 
head chief, aggravated by the fact of his blindness, arrested and 
maltreated him one night before he could be rescued by the 
police. The ringleaders were punished for their conduct, but the 
political side of the question had not been finally dealt with at 
the close of the year. 

A fetish, named Anwhiri Bofu, obtained some notoriety in the 
Southern Province, and caused pilgrimages for the exorcism of 
witches, but this was suppressed without any difficulty. 

The willingness and pleasure displayed by the Ashantis to obey 
all lawful demands and their increasing and sincere loyalty to- 
wards the Crown and Government are truly gratifying to all 
whose work brings them into administrative contact with this 
people. 


ROADS. 


Coomassie-Ejura Road.—Only six miles of road remained to be 
completed to formation level on the Coomassie-Ejura Road in 
1912. One bridge and one culvert were in progress and five 
bridges and 83 culverts remained to be built. All these were 
completed by June 2lst, 1913. 

The Superintending Engineer reports :— 

“In August, 1912, the Secretary of State decided to carry out 
the scheme put forward by Major Leslie in March, 1912, at the 
direction of the late Governor, for giving the road a coating of 
laterite as an alternative to the more costly work of proper 
metalling. This scheme was based on the assumption that a 
certain proportion of the executive staff would be available during 
some months of the year for any new road construction which 
might be undertaken in the near future. The execution of this 
work was entrusted to me, and on being informed by the Secretary 
of State that no new road construction was contemplated, I was 
obliged to reduce the above staff to the absolute minimum required 
for giving the Coomassie-Ejura Road its coating of laterite. The 
present approved staff of the Department is therefore as follows :— 

“One Superintending Engineer. 
“One Accountant and Storekeeper. 
“Two Overseers. 

“One fourth-grade Clerk. 


‘This provides for the presence on duty in the Colony of one 
officer continuously. Since my return to the Colony on the 11th 
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November, 1912, the work of quarrying, breaking and stacking 
the necessary laterite has been put in hand and surface repairs 
have been done where necessary. The road is now in a very fair 
condition throughout—the departmental motor car being able to 
do the run to Ejura (61 miles) in little over three hours. 

““The development of the area of country tapped by the 
Coomassie-Ejura Road has been little short of phenomenal. 
There are now large and flourishing cocoa plantations on both 
sides of the road at short intervals for the first 35 miles, @.e., as 
far as Mampon, whereas only small isolated plantations were in 
existence four years ago, when the survey for this part of the 
road was in progress. 

“* Some 400 tons of cocoa per month have been rolled down the 
road during the past season, and the only factor that has pre- 
vented this figure being largely augmented is the difficulty of 
getting labour for the uncongenial task of barrel rolling.”’ 

District Roads.—During the year the existing roads—some 280 
miles in length—were well maintained and improved. 

The eastern or Bompata Road was bridged from Coomassie to 
Kjisu, a distance of 13 miles, with framed timber bridges, calcu- 
lated to carry a concentrated load of 13 cwt., at a total cost of 
£1,205. This works out to 25s. per foot run for fine strong 
timber bridges, over which casks can easily be rolled. 

Mr. Assistant District Commissioner Norris, who was in charge 
of these bridges, reports : — 

“Tt was pleasing to see how eager the Chiefs were to forward 
the work. The small cost is greatly due to the free labour given 
in connection with this. It was of interest to watch a gang of 
Ashantis working side by side with a gang of north countrymen. 
When it came to weight lifting, the Ashanti was nowhere; but 
this was more than counteracted by the superior brain power of 
the Ashanti. Once shown a thing, he knew what to do, and, 
what is more, how to do it. The north countryman, on the other 
hand, had to be repeatedly shown the same thing.’’ 


In addition to maintenance and improvement of existing roads, 
some 50 miles of new roads were constructed: the principal 





being : — 
Miles. 
Ejura-Atabubu Be ote sc 12 
Efiduasi-A guna oat okt oe 10 
Bansu-Obogu ee ae fei 5 
Mampon-Nsuta cen ay a 4 


besides many small branch roads, bringing the total mileage 
of district roads to about 280. 


FORESTRY. 


The Conservator of Forests reports that:—‘‘ Owing to the 
Forest Ordinance being in abeyance, the consideration of the 
draft Ashanti Forest Reserve Rules has been deferred, and conse- 
quently no sylvicultural operations were undertaken in 1912.” 
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Of the three existing reserves, ¢.e., the Kumawu-Agogo, the 
Obogu and the Pra-Anum, the last mentioned was mapped by the 
Survey Department during the year. The area was found to be 
50°95 square miles. The boundaries of the Obogu Reserve were 
demarcated by an Administrative Officer. 

The Western Province of Ashanti was inspected by members 
of the Department, and the Conservator of Forests, whose head- 
quarters were transferred from Accra to Coomassie, made three 
tours in Ashanti. 


RAILWAYS. 


Goods traffic increased from 13,998 tons in 1911 to 16,469 in 
1912. Besides the above amount, 35,885 tons of firewood were 
hauled during the year. 

Comparative statements of passenger and goods traffic have 
been supplied by the general manager. 


Comparative Statement of Passenger Traffic in and out of Ashanti 
during 1912. 

















7 

Stations. 1911. 1912. Inerease. | Decrease. 
Jim Abrufu 8,604 8,677 61 — 
Obvasi 58,593 | 64,230 5,637 = 
Akrokerri 14,377 19,088 4,711 _ 
Bekwai ... é on 22,351 26,904 4,553 _ 
Eduadin ... see. ses ah 3,667 4,912 1,245 — 
Coomassie on sie oy 42,104 48,163 6,059 = 
Total .. .. «| 149,696 | 171,974 | 22,966 a 














Comparative Statement of Goods Traffic in and out of Ashanti 
during 1912. 














Stations. 1911. 1912. Increase. | Decrease. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. “Tons. 
Jim Abrufu 24,546 | 21,905 _ 2,641 
Obuasi 33,100 | 44568 | 11,468 = 
Akrokerri 861 15,006 14,145 _ 
Bekwai ... 0... we] 1,285 1,633 398 = 
Eduadin ... ise tee we 55 169 114 _ 
Coomassie te aie Se 13,995 15,386 1,391 _ 
Total ... aes aes 73,792 98,667 27,516 2,641 

















Total tonnage includes 71,770 tons hauled from firewood 
traffic, leaving a goods tonnage of 26,897, against 22,851 in 1911. 
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TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT. 


The staff of the department consisted of one assistant trans- 
port officer, two clerks, two overseers, 15 headmen, and 375 
carriers, a decrease of 10 on 1911. 

Of the 28 gangs, 14 were allotted to the Northern Territories 
and nine to Ashanti. Three of the Northern Territory gangs 
were engaged in the porterage of mails. 





Number of loads distributed in Coomassie ... 4,729 
Number of loads sent to Ashanti out-stations .... 1,630 

Number employed carrying officers and troops 
in Ashanti te we ALTO 
Number of loads sent to Northern “Territories we 2,705 

Number employed carrying officers and troops 
to Northern Territories : ae ..  ~—1,410 
Number employed in mail service et «1,156 
Grand total ... ... 12,809 





as against 10,583 in 1911. 


IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION. 


The only immigration into Ashanti on a large scale consists 
of north country people of every tribe and country who find their 
way down to Coomassie on trading ventures. 

There are over 20,000 of these northerners more or less per- 
manently settled in Ashanti. Over half this number reside in 
Coomassie. The cattle trade is in their hands. They are like- 
wise the largest kola brokers in the country. The migration of 
these traders varies with the seasons of the year—by far the 
largest influx taking place between November and April. 

There is practically no emigration from Ashanti. 


PUBLIC WORKS. 


The following is a list of works undertaken by the department 
during the year :— 

Quarters for European nursing sister—completed : 

Enlargement of officers’ quarters—three bungalows com- 
pleted : 

Transport stores and offices—completed : 

Extension of market—commenced: 

Conservator of Forests’ bungalow and offices—commenced : 

Conversion of Commanding Officer’s quarters in double 
bungalow—commenced : 

Rest house—commenced : 

Veterinary offices and dispensary—commenced : 

Roads Department bungalow—commenced : 
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besides several sanitary improvements, such as drainage of roads, 
erection of incinerators and latrines, and the construction of new 
culverts and wells. 
Obuast : — 
Repairs were carried out to Provincial Commissioner’s and 
Medical Officer’s quarters. 
The following works were commenced : ~ 
Additional quarters—two sets. 
Police Station and Barracks. 
Kintampo : — 
Provincial Commissioner’s quarters—unfinished. 
District Commissioner’s quarters—unfinished. 
Native Hospital—completed. 
New Post Office—completed. 


Sunyani :— 
New quarters—two sets were commenced. 


COOMASSIE TOWN. 


The town, although extending, was hampered in expansion by 
the fact that it remained unsurveyed. Twenty-nine new leases 
were issued, 386 renewed, and 34 transferred. Fifty-three build- 
ing permits were granted and 22 old buildings demolished. 

Rents from Government lands amounted to £2,641, an increase 
of £166 on 1911. Of this, £1,941 was collected from the town 
proper, and the balance from the “‘ Zongo,’’ or north country 
settlement. 

Market rents produced £207, and slaughter house fees £721, 
an increase of £27. 

4,154 head of cattle, 774 sheep, 2,878 goats, and 294 pigs 
were slaughtered during the year, an increase of 194 cattle and 
294 goats. 

The town sanitation was well attended to by the Sanitary 
Committee. Several new drains, incinerators and latrines were 
constructed. The market was found insufficiently large for the 
expanding trade. A new and substantial extension adjoining the 
present market was commenced. 

A note of alarm was raised by the chiefs, who complained 
that the people living in the environments of Coomassie were 
neglecting their farms in favour of cocoa cultivation. A rise 
in the price of local food stuff is therefore anticipated, but did 
not actually take place in 1912. Prices vary with the time of 
the year and are usually moderate. 

Several new buildings were erected by the Public Works 
Department and private people, and the European portion of the 
town can now boast of an imposing collection of houses. 


24 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


WAGES. 


Vary from 1s. a day for unskilled labour to 3s. and 65s. for 
skilled carpenters, masons, and mechanics. 

The cost of living compares favourably with coast prices, with 
the exception of house rent and food stuffs imported by the rail- 
way, which are both much higher than on the coast. 


PROSPECTS FOR FUTURE TRADE. 


Trade generally showed an all round increase of about 25 per 
cent., although the export of rubber declined by 21 per cent. 

Future prospects are bright and promising owing to the extra- 
ordinary expansion of cocoa cultivation throughout the Central, 
Western and Southern Provinces of Ashanti. 

European firms are penetrating more into the interior and estab- 
lishing new branches in several northern villages. 

The standard of living among the natives is rapidly improving, 
and new wants are being increasingly acquired by the Ashantis. 


SUITABILITY FOR EUROPEANS. 


The climate of Ashanti is not suitable for permanent European 
settlement, and no European should arrive in the country without 
definite employment. 

The European community consists exclusively of Government 
officials, merchants, miners, and missionaries. 

The average continuous stay in the country is of twelve months’ 
duration, although numbers of the mercantile and missionary 
communities exceed that period. 


OPENINGS FOR INVESTMENTS. 


General trading, gold mining, and rubber and cocoa planting 
are practically the only undertakings embarked upon by Euro- 
peans. The country is not suitable for the small investor, con- 
siderable capital being required to embark on mining, commercial, 
or agricultural ventures. 


F. C. Furrer, 
; Chief Commissioner, Ashanti. 
Coomassie, 
May 27th, 19138. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page : — 
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Colony, &c. Year. 
Jamaica 1911-1912 
Swaziland i 
Bahamas e 
Grenada 1911 
Uganda 1911-1912 
Mauritius 


Trinidad and Tobago 
British Guiana 

St. Vincent... 
Barbados 

Leeward Islands 
Straits Settlements 


East Africa Protectorate. e 


St. Lucia 


uber and ‘Bllice Is Tslands = 


man Islands (Gamaiea) 
‘Draltar 

St Helena ... 

Weihaiwei ... 


Ceylon aes Ls a 


Sierra Leone 
Seychelles ... 
Somaliland .. 
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Str, 
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COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


NYASALAND PROTECTORATE REPORT FOR THE 


YEAR 1912-13. 


I.—FINANCE, 


The revenue of the Protectorate for the year 1912-13 (exclusive 


of the Imperial grant-in-aid and land sales) was £127,596, being 
£18,512 over the estimate, 


The corresponding figure for the preceding financial year, 7.e., 


excluding the Imperial grant-in-aid and land sales, was £95,482, 
or an increase of £32,114. 


against £1,874 in 1911-12. 


Sales of Crown lands produced £677 in the current year, as 


The following statements show the revenue and expenditure 


of the Protectorate for the financial year 1911-12 and 1912-13, 
under each head of revenue and service, respectively :— 


WB wwe 


Seer ees 


REVENUE. 


Head of Revenue. 


Customs... 
Port, Harbour and Wharf Dues. 


: Native Hut Tax ... 


Land Tax ... 


. Licences, Excise, &c. : 

. Fees of Court or Office, &e. 

. Post Office ... 

. Rents of Government Property . 
. Interest ‘ 

. Miscellaneous Receipts 


Total Ordinary Revenue... 


. Land Sales . 
. Imperial Grant-i in- “Aid nod 
. Loan from Imperial Treasury ... 


Total Receipts 


EXPENDITURE. 


Head of Expenditure. 


. Charge on account of Public Debt 
. Pensions 


The Governor 


. Deputy Governor’s Department... 
. Printing and Stationery Depart. 


Amount Amount 
collected in collected in 
1911-12. 1912-18. 


£ £ 
22,035 26,543 
7,808 9,004. 
50,970 65,685 
_ 7,991 
5,282 5,334 
1,920 1,553 
3,638 4,560 
1,559 3,172 
6 382 
2,264 3,372 
£95,482 £127,596 
1,874 617 
31,500 5,000 
—_— 50,000 


£128,856 £183,273 


Expenditure, Expenditure, 
1911-12. 1912-13. 
£ £ 
3,479 4,089 
2,831 2,501 
5,570 4.646 
— 2,318 


ment 
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Expenditure, Expenditure, 





Head of Expenditure. 1911-12. 1912-13, 
£ £ 

6. District Administration ... itn 22,922 23,747 
7. Treasury Department... Ae 3,435 4,331 
8. Customs Department ea Re 1,619 1,811 
9. Audit Department . Tah 1,538 1,492 
10. Marine Transport Department ens 3,910 3,655 
U1. Judicial and Legal Department ... 2,740 2,985 
12. Prisons a Rees we 1,597 1,702 
13. Medical Department aia 14,502 9,508 
18a. Medical Special Expenditure 

Scientific Commission ... é os 5,130 
14. Education ... aay Re - 1,000 
15. Transport Department fos at 3,633 2,131 
16. Military oe we 16,412 16,550 
17. Miscellaneous Expenditure ae 7,958 2,282 
18. Post Office 5,258 5,785 
19. Agricultural, Forestry and Veteri- 

nary Department : ta 4,775 4,996 
20. Public Works Department se 5,703 5,528 
21. Public Works Annually Recur- 

rent ae 2,497 2,829 
22. Public Works Extraordinary 28 7,348 5,450 
23. Railway Extension 2 es 2 1,475 
24. Bombay and London Agencies eed B43 420 


£118,070 £116,361 
25. Redemption of Railway Subsidy 
Lands... Ae as aa — 50,000 


Grand Total ... oe £118, 070 £166, 361 





Compared with the previous year there is an increase under 
every head of revenue with the exception of No. 6, Fees of Court 
or Office, &c., which latter is variable. The marked increase 
under head No. 3, Native Hut Tax, is due to the increase in the 
tax from 3s. to 4s. at the lower rate and 6s. to 8s. at the higher. 

Head No. 4, Land Tax, is the first charge in taxation under the 
Land Tax Ordinance, 1911. 

Expenditure Head No. 18, Loan from the Imperial Treasury, 
£50,000, is a sum advanced to Nyasaland to meet the first instal- 
ment due to the British Central Africa Company, Limited, to 
redeem the railway subsidy lands of 361,600 acres granted under 
the Shire Highlands Railway contracts, 1902 and 1908. The 
total sum of £180,800 which is being paid for the lands is subject 
to the terms of the railway contract for the construction of a rail- 
way from Port Herald to the Zambesi river dated the 12th March, 
1913. 

The following statement shows the revenue (exclusive of the 
grant-in-aid and the loan from the Imperial Treasury) and expen- 
diture for the last five years :— 
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Revenue. Expenditure. 
1908-9 res teh 80,534 103,032 
1909-10... ths 76,647 108,728 
1910-11... is 94,980 112,369 
1911-12... ules 97,856 118,070 
aS 62 be v :128,278 116,361 


II.—TRADE. 


GENERAL TRADE. 


The external trade of the Protectorate (import and export), not 
including goods in transit or specie, amounted in value to 
£447,039, as against £388,270 in the previous year, being an 
increase of £59,269, equal to 15°2 per cent. 


Imports. 


The value of goods (excluding specie), imported for home 
consumption was £272,889, such value being the cost of the goods 
as they lay at the port of shipment, exclusive of trade discounts, 
freight, insurance and other charges. The total shows an increase 
of £36,261, equal to 15°83 per cent. Textiles (cotton piece goods, 
printed calicoes and native trade cloths generally) take the 
premier place in the imports; their value amounting to £156,475 
or 578 per cent. of the whole imports. Under this heading there 
is also an increase of £27,780 (21°5 per cent.). Other articles 
that show increases are:—Vehicles £8,052 (165 per cent.), 
accounted for by the large and increasing import of motor cars 
and bicycles; hardware (which includes household furnishings) 
£4,986 (82 per cent.); sugar £1,187 (788 per cent.) ; other pro- 
visions £1,738 (9°9 per cent.); aleohol £744 (4°2 per cent.); and 
firearms and ammunition £466 (22 per cent.). There are 
decreases under the headings of :—Agricultural implements 
£5,381 (31°3 per cent.); free goods £2,182 (8°6 per cent.); and 
salt £797 (20°6 per cent.). 

Of these imports 72 per cent. came from the United Kingdom, 
6 per cent. from British Possessions, and 22 per cent. from 
foreign countries. The trade with the United Kingdom has 
increased by £14,954, equal to 8 per cent., that with British 
Possessions remains stationary, while the value of imports from 
Germany has increased by £18,249 (110 per cent) 





Exports. 

The quantity of produce exported has increased from 
6,650,201 Ibs. to 7,033,294 Ibs. in weight and from £151,642 to 
£174,650 in value, the latter showing an increase of £23,000 or 
15-1 per cent. This increase would have been considerably 
greater but for the fact that the export of grain and other food- 
stuffs was totally prohibited during the year under review. The 
principal article of export is cotton, which shows an increase of 


1,880,651 Ibs. in weight (138 per cent.) and £36,840 in value 
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(83°5 per cent). In addition to this quantity about 100 tons of 
last season’s crop of cotton remained in the Protectorate at the end 
of the financial year. Other products in the export of which there 
are substantial increases are:—Tobacco 115,930 lbs. in weight 
(6°4 per cent.) and £2,909 in value (5:4 per cent.); cotton seed 
174,364 lbs. in weight (40 per cent.) and £228 in value (30 per 
cent.); fibre 129,768 lbs. in weight (1,187 per cent.) and £1,159 
in value; tea 23,850 Ibs. in weight (54 per cent.) and £596 in 
value; cultivated rubber 10,100 Ibs. in weieht (214 per cent.) 
and £2,126 in value, and strophanthus 9,112 lbs. in weight (76 
per cent.) and £1,139 in value. 

The export of coffee has declined by 591,600 lbs. in weight 
(75 per cent.) and £11,573 in value. The abnormal increase in 
the export of this commodity shown in the year 1911-12 was due 
to the unusually favourable weather conditions tor coffee growing 
which prevailed at the beginning of that year, and it was then 
predicted that the increase would not be permanent. The culti- 
vation of coffee is being abandoned gradually, and it is being 
replaced by cotton and tobacco. 

There are also decreases in the export of wax—19,072 lbs. in 
weight (17°2 per cent.) and £954 in value, and sesame oilseeds 
38,907 Ibs. in weight (51 per cent.) and £649 in value. The 
latter product is not systematically cultivated, but either grows 
in a semi-wild state or is grown in small patches by natives, 
chiefly in the river districts. The shortage of the rainfall in 
those districts during 1912 probably accounts for the decreased 
export. ; 

The direction of the export trade has been in the following 
proportions, viz.:—To the United Kingdom 93 per cent., to 
British Possessions 1 per cent., and to foreign countries 6 per 
cent. The exports to the United Kingdom have increased by 
£31,125 (23°4 per cent.), those to British Possessions have 
remained stationary, and exports to foreign countries lave 
decreased. The Protectorate’s most important foreign customer 
is Germany, and the value of produce exported to that country 
has decreased by £6,591, equal to 45 per cent. 


Goods in Transit Inwards. 


The value of goods that passed through the Protectorate in 
transit to neighbouring territories amounted to £28,294, being 
an increase of £5,087 (21°6 per cent.). The bulk of these goods 
went to Northern Rhodesia, where firms established in the Pro- 
tectorate have trading stations that are stocked from their central 
stores here. 


Goods in Transit Outwards. 


There is a small increase in the value of the produce of neigh- 
bouring countries exported through the Protectorate, amounting 
to £579.(3 per cent.). This produce consists chiefly of cotton 
(raw) and ivory from Northern Rhodesia, and ivory, wax and 
unmanufactured tobacco from Portuguese East Africa. 
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Specte. 

The amount of specie imported during the year was £4,100, 
while £53,490 was exported. The apparent discrepancy between 
these figures is explained by the fact that natives returning from 
work in the Transvaal Mines bring considerable sums of money— 
principally gold—into the Protectorate. That money, being in 
excess of the normal amount current in the country accumulates 
at the banks, and the surplus is exported periodically. The 
specie imported by the banks consisted of silver and bronze coin, 
with the exception of a sum of £1,000 in gold brought from a 
branch bank in Northern Rhodesia. 


Bonded Stores. 


Considerable use continues to be made of the bonded stores by 
importers, who are enabled through the facilities thereby given 
to them to keep reserve stocks of goods in the country without 
the necessity of paying import duty until such goods are required 
for consumption. At the end of the financial year goods, value 
£10,445, subject to a duty of £1,093, remained uncleared in the 
bonded warehouses. 

Traffic. 

The usual transport difficulties were experienced during the 
first seven months of the year owing to the unnavigable state of 
the Shire river, but in the remaining months the conditions were 
much improved and it was possible to ship all produce in good 
time. It is hoped that shippers will not have to contend with the 
difficulties of navigating the Shire river after the current year, 
as it is expected that the railway from Port Herald to the Zambesi 
will be open for traffic before the end of 1914. 

The number of vessels (steamers, barges, and boats) that cleared 
“‘inwards’’ from Chinde was 143, and these vessels carried 
6,661 tons of general cargo (an increase from last year of 735 
tons), 3862 European, 169 Indian, and 3,740 native passengers. 
In the previous year the number of passengers that entered the 
Protectorate was 373 Europeans, 139 Indians, and 9,699 natives. 
TV'rom Nyasaland to Chinde there cleared ‘‘ outwards ’’ 146 vessels, 
which transported 3,492 tons of cargo, 274 European, 169 Indian, 
and 1,390 native passengers, as against 3,783 tons of cargo, 
284 European, 97 Indian, and 6,927 native passengers in the 
previous year. The decline in the number of native passengers 
is due to the prohibition of emigration to the Transvaal mines. 

There are 24 steamers plying on the Zambesi and Shire rivers, 
of which 11 are under the British flag, 4 under the Portuguese, 
und 9 under the German flags. The numbers in 1911-12 were 
13, 8, and 4, respectively. The number of vessels on the Shipping 
Registers is 134—a decrease of 4 from the previous year. 








Prospects or TRADE. 


As regards the import of textiles and other trade goods the 
prospects for the current year are not so favourable as they were 
for the year now wider review. During the greater part of 1912 
there was a scarcity of grain and other foodstuffs in certain 
districts of the Protectorate, in some places reaching the famine 
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stage, and what money the natives of these districts were able to 
earn had to be spent in buying food. In addition to this the 
influx of money into the country by repatriated natives prac- 
tically ceased, and in consequence the trade in textiles suffered a 
considerable check. The result has been that there are now 
large stocks of native trade goods in the country, and it is prob- 
able that there will be a falling off in the import of such goods 
in 1913. As a considerable number of natives will be employed 
on railway construction later in the year more money will be in 
circulation, and the internal trade will tend to increase. As a 
result the import trade may benefit. 

Deducting from the total import of textiles the liberal allow- 
ance of £10,000 as the value of clothing imported by Europeans, 
and taking the native population at one million, the value of soft 
goods imported for native consumption is equal to 2s. 11d. per 
head of that population. 

The importation of alcohol, firearms, provisions, hardware, and 
sundries, which are principally for the use of Europeans, is likely 
to increase as the European population increases, and also as the 
demand for luxuries in the way of imported provisions spreads 
amongst the natives. 

The export of produce during the current year will probably 
equal, if not exceed, the quantity exported in the year 1912-13. 
The last season has been unfavourable for cotton in some parts 
of the country, but the shortage in crops should be balanced by 
the greater acreage under cultivation and by the fact that full 
crops will be produced in the river districts, where they were a 
total failure in the previous season. A large increase in the 
export of tobacco is anticipated, the output being estimated at 
4,000,000 Ibs. There will also be an increased output of culti- 
vated rubber. Under other headings (except coffee) no serious 
decrease is foreseen. 

ComMPARATIVE TABLES. 


Imports and Exports. 


The total value of imports and exports (not including goods in 
transit, or specie), as compared with the previous year, are as 
follows :— 








1911-12. 1912-13. 
£ £ 

Trade Imports... 6 229,790 267,669 
Government Imports... 6,020 5,220 
Railway Inports... wa 818 Nil. 
Total Imports... 236 ,628 272,889 

Total Exports... ee 151,460 174,628 
Government Exports... 182 22 
Total Exports ... 151,642 174,650 

Total Exports & Imports 388,270 447,539 


Increase—£59,269 (15°2 per cent.). 
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Trade Imports. 
































— 1911-12. | 1912-13. | Increase. | Decrease. 
(1) Alcohol— £ Ce £ £ 
(a) Spirits—distilled .. ...| 1,848) 2,592 744) — 
(b) Wines and beers ... ae! 2,287 | 2,559 | 272 | —_ 
(2) Fire-armsand Ammunition .../ 2,122 2,588 | 466 _ 
(3) Free Goods— 
(a) Agricultural implements] 17,183 | 11,802 | _ 5,381 
and machinery. i 
(b) Vehicles... ai eee 4,878 12,930; 8,052 _ 
(c) live stock .. Ri ‘ese 396 | 233 _ 163 
(d) Other free goods ... | 25,160 | 22,978 = 2,182 
(4) Hardware— | 
(a) Glassware and beads wa 5,786 5,149 _ 637 
(b) House building material ., 1,538 1,236 _ 302 
(c) Other hardware ...  ...| 15562} 20,548} 4,986; — 
(5) Kerosene ... a ay Hes 656 953 297 _ 
(6) Provisions— 
(a) Flour aad ee ae 1,266 1,513 | 247 _ 
(b) Sugar wee | 1805} 2,692 | 1,187 = 
(c) Salt... as 3,861 | 3,064 ay 797 
(d) Other provisions ... ve | 17,458 | 19,196 1,738 _ 
(7) Sundries— A | 
(a) Stationery... ... we} 1,792 | 2,322 530 | — 
(b) General... oie on 4,635 4,059 | _ 576 
(8) Textiles— ' 
(a) Unbleached calico... ...} 15,163 | 27,292} 12,129 i: 
(b) Longeloth (Bayuta) ies 14,478 | 20,923 6,445 _ 
(c) Cotton piece goods 51,278 53,141 1,868 _ 
(d) Other soft goods (including 47,781 55,119 7,338 _ 
apparel). — : —| — 
Total vs see | 236,628 | 272,889 | 46,299 | 10,038 
Note.—The above figures ‘incdlude— 
1911-12 Government Imports £6,020, and Railway Material £818. 


1912-13 a sy £5,220, 
Note.—Government Imports and Railway Material are included 
in Free Goods. 
Increase on Total Imports ... £36,261 (15:3 per cent.). 
oy », Trade Imports ... £387,879 (16:4 per cent.). 
(i.e., Total Imports less Government Imports and Railway 
Imports.) 
Direction oF TRADE. 





Imports. Exports. 


3 
1911-12} 1912-13, 1911-12, 1912-13. 
\ 





£ £ £ 
193,963 198,917 | 132,671 | 163,796 


United Kingdom ... ves | 
| 12,319 | 11,953 321 321 
| 91 














India 

Ceylon 24 oS 
South ‘Africa and North Fast Rhodesia... | 2,700 3,276 “433 481 
East Africa Protectorate .. 490 320 258 12 
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Imports. Exports. 





1911-12. 1912-13. |1911-12. |1912-13. 
: | 








£ £ £ £ 
Zanzibar s 130 140 _ 
Aden fis 213 —_ _ — 
Canada. : 26 (6 ae 
Australia... ae aie aie ae 90 224 — _ 
Mauritius ... sess eee Be oe _ 307 -— | 





Total British Possessions... a 15,992 | 16,318 1,012 814 











Austria ois fc 1,209 j 527 _— - 
Belgium... aa 4 a 152 453) — — 
Denmark ... ae ate aes tee 63 41 _— _ 
France es ay see wise wae 960 2,038 1,180 35 
Germany... ee ns + | 16,468 | 34,717 | 14,409 7,818 
German East Africa Ms es abe — — - 1,157 
Holland... on i. a ees 8,412 | 10,574 — 32 
Italy... an Be sie ass ie 1,271 1,368 9 7 
Norway... o 85 17 — _ 
Portugal and Portugese ‘Fast Africa 6,326 | 5,361 2,361 955 
Russia ie ais ee eo 24 | 7 — 
Spain bes aoe aa cts tee 148 28 _ 
Sweden... a Sas aes os 147 88 _ 
Switzerland.. aoe . oo one 80 _ _ 
United States of America nat Fee | 766 1,267 — — 
Japan an one oe sey Ly 222 _ - 
Egypt Be oc tee et co 171 157 — 36 
Other Countries... or ae tee | 380 | 694 _ 
Madagascar... eee io | 35) — _ 








Total Foreign Countries ... «+» | 36,673 | 57,654 | 17,959 | 10,040 











Total... hs vee | 236,628 ‘212 889 | 151,642 | 174,650 
i ! i] 











Sguane includes 
and ee ant omits Specie. 


overnment and Railway Imports 
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The following table shows import and export of specie in com- 
parison with the previous year : — 








Year. Imports. Exports 
£ £ 

1911-12 ae ee .. 20,420 74,594 

1912-18 oe ve oe 4,100 53,490 

Decrease ... £16,320 £21,104 





The following are the countries of origin and destination of 
specie—imports and exports-—for 1912-13:—- 








Imports. Exports. 

£ £& 

United Kingdom ... ose 1,600 Nil 
South Africa wea os — 36,266 
British East Africa ie — 10,000 
Northern Rhodesia nat 1,000 1,000 
Portuguese East Africa ... 1,500 6,224 
Total ... £4,100 £53,490 








The following table gives the value of goods (a) in transit 
inwards to surrounding territories (b) in transit outwards from 
surrounding territories, in comparison with previous years :— 














{ 
Year. | Inwards. | Outwards, Total. 

a 7 

£ £ | £ 
1911-12... the Si 23,257 19,804 | 43,061 
1912-13 | 28, 294 20,383 | 48,677 
| = 
Increase... | 579 5,616 
! 


ie 6 ea en ) (2°9 per cent.) | (13 per cent.) 





II.— AGRICULTURE. 


The year proved a difficult one for agricultural development 
in consequence of the drought, which proved almost general 
throughout the Protectorate. 

Native crops were affected adversely, with the result that the 
high cost of native foodstuffs, combined with their scarcity, made 
it necessary for European farmers to exercise strict economy in 
native labour, and in some cases areas which had been cleared for 
cultivation had to be curtailed when the planting season arrived. 

The drought was most severely felt in the lower levels, but the 
distress attendant on the failure of the native harvest in these 
localities was foreseen and the measures taken by Government to 
provide for the supply of food and seed for the native population 


proved adequate. 
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The conditions in the Shire Highlands—the centre of European 
agricultural development—and_ in the North Nyasa district were 
much more favourable, particularly for cotton, and it was from 
these districts that the bulk of the agricultural exports emanated. 

Cotton maintained its position as the most extensive exportable 
crop both in acreage and value. 8,093 bales of 400 lbs. each 
were exported as against 3,392 in the previous year. 

The area under European cultivation was 24,155 acreas, as 
compared with 23,314 in 1911-12. The local value of the total 
crop showed an increase of £36,840 6s. Od. on that of the pre- 
ceding year. 

The prices realised on the home market for first quality Nyasa- 
land cotton varied from 8d. to 94d. per lb., or about Id. in 
advance of the figures of the previous year, while second quality 
cotton was sold at a slight premium on the prices of 6d. to 7d. 
per Ib. for prevailing ‘‘ American middling.” 

The native cotton crop proved a failure in the low levels, where 
much of the cotton has been grown in the past. As a consequence 
the total crop for the year shows a decrease on that of the previous 
year of 217 tons 8 cwt. 2 qrs. 12 Ibs., or a reduction in lint of 328 
bales of 400 lbs. each. 

The following figures show the progress of the native cotton- 
growing industry for the past five years: — 

Bales of 400 Ibs. 


Tons, Seed Cotton. lint. 
1908-9 im se 130 196 
1909-10 os ah 220 3382 
1910-11 te a 692 1046 
1911-12 oe ve 962 1454 


1912-13 - he 744 ; 1126 

The cotton seed distributed to natives for cultivation during the 
present season amounts to 130 tons, or about 40 tons in excess 
of any previous year. Excessive rain and absence of sun have 
made the prospects unfavourable in the high levels, but the crop 
promises to be a good one in the low-lying districts. 

The experimental establishment of native cotton markets in the 
Mlanje and Upper Shire districts during the year under review 
was completely justified. Not only were they the means of teach- 
ing the native cultivator the importance of grading the cotton, but 
they secured for the native the best prices for his produce. It 
has been decided to extend the system to other native cotton- 
producing districts, and natives who grade their produce will 
receive an enhanced price for first quality cotton. 

The seed supplied to natives is carefully selected and the work 
of selection which has been carried out in recent years on the 
Government experimental farms is beginning to have fruitful 
results. 

This, taken in conjunction with the instruction given by trained 
natives under the supervision of officers of the Agricultural De- 
partment, has been the means of effecting a marked improvement 
in the quality of native cotton during the past two years. 

The area under tobacco increased from 4,507 acres, in 1911-12, 
to 7,411 acres, 
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The quantity exported is returned at 2,262,545 Ibs., or 115,930 
lbs. more than the previous year. his was valued locally at 
£56,598 8s. 6d., and represents an increase of £2,908 12s. 9d. 

The crop was easily made and no difficulty was experienced in 
obtaining a large percentage of good ripe tobacco, though late 
planted tobacco returned a somewhat low poundage per acre. 

The progress of tobacco cultivation in Nyasaland has been 
vemarkable, for, whereas but 24 acres were under cultivation in 
1901, the crop now being harvested covers an area of 10,496 
acres, while the crop exported to the home market during the year 
under review represents practically 3 per cent. of the average 
amount consumed in Great Britain. 

Climatic conditions cause the cultivation of tea to be limited to 
a relatively small area in the south-east portion of the Mlanje 
district. The acreage under cultivation was returned at 2,812, 
or an increase of 219 acres. The quantity exported amounted to 
67,726 lbs., as compared with 43,876 Ibs. in the previous year. 
The crop continues to be one of the healthiest in the Protectorate 
and, with the recent introduction of up-to-date machinery and 
consequent improvement in quality, the industry is a promising 
one. 

The partial failure of the rains once more proved coffee to be 
an unstable crop in Nyasaland and, though it is a specially 
profitable one in a very wet season unsuited for cotton or tobacco, 
planters are rapidly abandoning its cultivation. 

The marked increase in export reported last year was conse- 
quently not maintained, the output having fallen from 786,304 
Ibs., valued at £16,381, to 194,704 lbs., valued at £4,868, with a 
reduction in acreage from 3,735 to 2,600. 

Nyasaland chillies still remain the standard on the home 
market, but on account of over-production in the Protectorate last 
year, and the extension of chillie cultivation in East Africa and 
Uganda, the market was swamped and prices dropped from 45/50 
shillings to 25/35 shillings a hundredweight, with the result that 
the acreage under cultivation in Nyasaland has fallen from 789 
to 213 acres. 

The total export of chillies during the year amounted to 168,893 
lbs., valued locally at £3,166, a decrease of £53 in value, as 
compared with the previous year. 

The cultivation of Ceara rubber is gradually emerging from the 
experimental stage, and although the acreage is smaller the trees 
still remaining are more likely to produce profitable rubber than 
the larger areas originally planted and partly uprooted on account 
of unsuitable environment. 

The most satisfactory. feature of the year has been the increase 
in the export of cultivated rubber, and this progress is likely to 
be maintained. The value of the exported crop amounted to 
£11,008, of which £8,300 represented the value of cultivated 
rubber. 

The cultivated rubber exported to date is almost entirely the 
production of Ceara trees, the Para rubber on the estate of the 
African Lakes Corporation in the West Nyasaland district not 
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having attained an age for tapping. The total area under culti- 
vation amounts to 8,896 acres, of which 7,659 are under Ceara. 

The uncultivated rubber is principally the production of 
Landolphia parvifolia, which is being successfully extracted by 
the African Lakes Corporation from the underground parts of the 
plant by combined mechanical and chemical processes which it 
has been found turn out a quality of rubber much superior to the 
ordinary wild rubber exported from other parts of Africa. 

Tt has been proved that the cultivation of rubber in Nyasaland 
is suitable only in areas with a rainfall of not less than 40 inches, 
and possessing a soil rich in humus and highly retentive for 
moisture. 

During the past five years, fibre has been grown on experi- 
mental patches at various elevations, and the results have shown 
that sisal and Mauritius fibre are both adversely affected by cold 
in the higher elevations and will require to be cultivated below 
2,500 feet. The ‘‘New Corona”? fibre machine which was 
installed during the year by the British Central Africa Company 
at Mandimwe, in the Blantyre district, gave successful results, 
60 tons of fibre having been extracted. The quality of the fibre 
must be regarded as very satisfactory since it realised the ex- 
ceptionally high price of £29 5s. Od. per ton on the home market. 

The export of fibre for the year amounted to 140,692 lbs., 
valued locally at £1,256, and shows an increase in value of £1,159 
over the export of the previous year. 

The area under Mauritius hemp amounts to 856 acres and under 
sisal hemp to 152 acres, and an extension of these acreages is 
anticipated during the coming season. 

The chief work on the Government experimental farms has 
been the continuation of the selection experiments in Nyasaland 
Upland cotton, which have proved most successful. The cultiva- 
tion of imported varieties of maize resulted in 30 tons of seed 
being available for distribution to natives, and for sale to 
Europeans, with a view to replacing the poorer yielding native 
variety. 

The trials with disc ploughs having proved successful, it is 
intended to undertake similar experiments with other forms of 
agricultural labour-saving implements, for future agricultural 
extensions by European planters are to a large degree dependent 
on the introduction of such machinery. 





Forestry. 


Afforestation work has been mainly directed io replacing the 
failures in the timber plantations caused by the cessation of the 
rains in February, 1912. Twelve acres were added to the 
eucalyptus plantation at Zomba, while. 80,000 eucalypts were 
planted out during the year in the Mudi plantation at Blantyre. 

The number of plants raised in the nurseries at Blantyre and 
Zomba was 312,370. 


32044 a B 
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IV.—LEGISLATION. 


Twenty Ordinances were enacted during the year under review, 
one of which—the Official Secrets Ordinance—was disallowed. 

Among the more important of these legislative measures are 
the following :— 

The Native Foodstuffs Ordinance provides for the regulation 
and control of the sale to purchasers of foodstuffs grown by 
natives at a time when any district or area is suffering from, or 
threatened with, a shortage of native foodstufis. 

The Townships Ordinance consolidates former enactments 
governing the establishment of townships and town councils and 
provides for their constitution and management. 

The District Administration (Native) Ordinance makes pro- 
vision for the administration of the native population and for the 
appointment of principal and village headmen, with a view to the 
gradual introduction of a system of subsidiary local government 
in the various districts of the Protectorate to replace the almost 
obsolete system of tribal rule. 

The Christian Native Marriage Ordinance has for its object 
the provision of proper means and facilities for the marriage of 
Christian natives desirous of assuming the responsibilities of a 
Christian marriage. 

The Crown Lands Ordinance is a measure providing for the 
granting or leasing of Crown Lands, and sets forth the conditions 
regulating the holding of Crown Lands granted or leased. 








V.—EDUCATION,. 


There are no Government schools in the Protectorate, native 
education being carried out by the various missionary societies 
in Nyasaland. 

During the last six years an annual grant of £1,000 has been 
made by Government in aid of primary education and has been 
allocated, under certain conditions, to the missionary societies 
desirous of participating. There are 1,855 schools in the Pro- 
tectorate, the majority of which are established in native villages 
and are in charge of native teachers superintended by Europeans 
attached to the headquarters of the missions. 135,048 natives 
received instruction at these schools during the year, the average 
attendance being 90,957. 

Most of the missions have industrial schools at their head 
stations where instruction is given in carpentry, printing, book- 
binding, agriculture, horticulture and other practical trades. 

The teaching of the first principles of hygiene and sanitation is 
being extended and cannot but be of benefit to the physical 
welfare of the native population. The enactment of the District 
Administration (Native) Ordinance during the year under review 
will be the means of introducing better hygienic and sanitary 
conditions in the villages of the districts to which it is to be 
applied during the forthcoming year. 
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VI.—JUDICIAL. 


The number of cases tried in the High Court during the year 
was 47, including six criminal cases. The latter were of no 
special interest. The civil cases were mainly concerned with 
commercial disputes and include a claim for damages for libel 
by a district official in Portuguese Hast Africa against a trader 
in Nyasaland, the alleged libel being contained in a cablegram 
sent by the latter to the Minister for the Colonies at Lisbon. 

Criminal cases involving 101 persons were received from the 
Subordinate Courts for confirmation by the High Court, as 
against 123 in the preceding year. ‘These cases are classified as 
follows :— 


Murder, other than wife or child murder ... 11 
Manslaughter ... os on sh acs 13 
Attempt to murder... 3 
Murder of wife or child ae sh 6 
Rape wee es ae 1 
Other offences against the person or aes 26 
Malicious injury to property .. 3 
Robbery with violence ye vet a 3 
Other offences against property oa ae 35 

101 





Sentence of death was carried out in two cases of murder. 

4,076 cases were dealt with in the Subordinate Court. These 
figures show a decrease as compared with the previous year, but 
this is principally attributable to the fact that there were fewer 
prosecutions of natives for leaving the Protectorate without 
passes, in contravention of Section 20 of the Employment of 
Natives Ordinance, 1909. 

The number of convictions in respect of serious crimes of 
violence also shows a falling off. 

A considerable proportion of offences of this class is the outcome 
of beer-drinking assemblies, but owing to the scarcity of native 
crops during the year the consumption of native beer was much 
below the average. 

The comparative figures for the past five years are appended : — 


1907-8 ... ee ake w= 2,104 
1908-9 ... ae ain ves ey LOT 
1909-10 BA sat a. 2,591 
1910-11 ns aon ven “BOE 
1911-12 ee Nee a. 6,054 


Thirteen estates of deceased persons and one bankrupt estate 
were wound up by the High Court. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The European population is returned at 758 as against 773 in 
1911-12, showing a decrease of 15. 
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The Asiatic populaton amounts to 356, as compared with 463 
in the previous year, the decrease of 107 being accounted for by 
the disbandment of the Indian Contingent of the Ist Battalion, 
King’s African Rifles and the consequent return of the troops to 
India. 

27 European births were registered, as against 24 in the pre- 
ceding year. 

The number of deaths of Kuropeans and Asiatics registered 
during the year amounted to 11 and 7 respe«tively, as compared 
with 7 and 8 in the previous year. 

The European birth-rate was 35°62 and the death-rate 14°51 
per 1,000. 

Seven European marriages were celebrated during the year. 

The following table gives the European and Asiatic popula- 
tion during the last four years :— 























| ‘1909-10. 1910-11, 1911-12. 1912-13. 
| M. | F. | Total] M. F. [oi M. | F. | Total. a F. | Total. 
| | 
Ss Paani ears : 
European | 409/178] 587 |531/235! 766 [539/234] 773 |518 240 758 
Asiatic ... | 421 14] 435 |445 38 481 |427| 36] 463 |327/ 29] 356 
! | I ! i 





























The uative population is estimated at 1,020,537 as against 
1,000,659 last year. 


VIII.—POSTAL. 


The total revenue of the Post Office for the year amounted to 
£4,559 15s. 3d., showing an increase of £921 18s. 9d. on the 
previous year. The total expenditure was £5,796 3s. 3d., or 
£537 18s. Od. in excess of the year 1911-12. The number of 
articles posted increased by °55 per cent., and mail matter 
delivered by 3°87 per cent. 

Telephonic communication was established during the year 
between the various Government offices in Zomba by means of a 
central exchange at the Zomba Post Service. 


Savines Bank. 


There are four saving banks conducted by the Government. 
situated at Zomba, Blantyre, Port Herald, and Fort Johnston. As 
their establishment dates only from the Ist of July, 1911, and the 
Nyasaland native has yet to recognize the value of thrift, progress 
will be slow until the system can be extended to all districts and 
natives have had time to realise its benefits. The total number 
of depositors on the 3lst December, 1912, was 226, of whom 123 
were natives. Deposits amounted to £4,210 7s. 9d., and with- 
drawals to £2,933 13s. 1d. 
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The total amount to the credit of depositors at the end of 
1912 was £3,928 18s. Td. 

The rate of interest allowed is 24 per cent. per annum. 

The amount of invested funds is £3,262 0s. 8d. 


IX.—MILITARY. 


The garrison of the Protectorate has undergone considerable 
change during the year, ‘'B’’ Company of the Ist Battalion, 
King’s African Rifles, having proceeded to the Hast Africa Pro- 
tectorate for service in Jubaland, and the Indian Contingent 
having been disbanded. Owing to these changes the Atonga 
Company of the Reserves was mobilised. 

The annual training of the Reserves commenced on the 1st of 
June, 1912, and 217 reservists completed the training. 

The health of the troops has been very good, no serious epi- 
demic of any description having occurred. 


X.—NATIVE AFFAIRS. 

The condition and attitude of the native population have 
remained satisfactory throughout the year, and notwithstanding 
the scarcity of food which prevailed and the increase in the rates 
of the hut tax which came into force on the Ist of April, 1912, 
the natives as a whole have met their obligations in a creditable 
manner. 

A year of bad harvest is not without its effect on the hut tax 
revenue, and, in the circumstances, an increase of 11,090 in the 
number of taxes paid, compared with that in the preceding year, 
may be regarded as satisfactory. The revenue derived from the 
hut tax amounted to £65,685. 

The following table shows the hut tax revenue for the past five 
years :— 


£ 
1908-9 ... ue hove w 38,389 
1909-10 5 ve w. 41,580 
1910-11 o. dts «» 46,584 
1911-12 oe i .. 60,970 
1912-13 wa 65,685 


The almost total failure of the native harvest in the Lower 
Shire District for the second year in succession together with a 
partial failure of the food crops in the southern districts of the 
Protectorate rendered it necessary to continue the prohibition of 
the exportation from Nyasaland of native-grown grain. ‘‘The 
Native Foodstuffs Ordinance, 1912” was also enacted to enable 
restrictions to be placed on their purchase for the purpose of 
resale in or export from each of the districts affected by famine. 
The conservation of native food supplies was further safeguarded 
by the establishment of granaries by the residents in charge of 
these districts, thereby enabling natives to obtain food and seed 
at a season of the year when their own stocks became exhausted. 

In the Lower Shire District, however, additional measures were 
taken and large supplies of grain were procured from the northern 
portion of the Protectorate and in German East Africa and trans- 


22 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


ported to Port Herald, which was made the centre of the famine 
relief works, 

The adult males in this district responded well to the call made 
upon them to use every effort to assist themselves and their 
families by entering into employment, with the result that it 
became possible to limit free issues of food to the very old and 
young. It is satisfactory to record that, despite the adverse 
conditions which prevailed and which were borne with marked 
cheerfulness by the native population, no case of death attributable 
to starvation came to light. 

The prospects of the present harvest are favourable throughout 
the Protectorate. 

The enactment of ‘The District Administration (Native) 
Ordinance, 1912” marks an important era in the future govern- 
ment of the native population, and it is believed that it will have 
far-reaching effects in the improvement of the conditions of native 
life, and in supplying a salutary measure of discipline and control 
in village life to replace the old system of tribal rule by chiefs, 
which has fallen into decay with the evolution of native life and 
passage of time. 

Framed, as it has been, in accord with native ideas and practice, 
it is a measure which none the less avoids the defects of the archaic 
system of tribal”rule and which has as its aim the gradual forma- 
tion of a subsidiary local government by means of sectional 
councils of headmen chosen as far as possible by the natives them- 
selves and presided over by the District Resident. By this means 
it will be possible to build up an organization to control the rising 
generation of natives who, finding themselves without the restrain- 
ing influences to which their parents were accustomed, have of 
recent years evinced an inclination to emancipate themselves from 
the disciplinary responsibilities of village life and obedience to 
authority and to adopt habits prejudicial to native family life. 

The establishment of these councils under the direction and 
guidance of the District Resident will, it is hoped, enable the 
people to recognise that they are being given some measure of 
responsibility for their own affairs, and that they will be afforded 
full opportunity of following a path of progress on lines which 
government will control and regulate. 

The health of the native population has been on the whole 
satisfactory, and there has been complete immunity from serious 
epidemics during the year. 

The Royal Society’s Commission has continued its investiga- 
tions at Kasu, in the vicinity of the sleeping sickness area. Up 
to the end of March, 1913, 126 cases of sleeping sickness have 
been recorded in the Protectorate, and during the year under 
review 63 cases have been diagnosed, as compared with 25 in the 
previous year, and 30 in the year preceding. Of the 63 cases 
diagnosed during the year 40 were males and 23 females. 

The increase in the number of cases during the past year, as 
compared with the two previous years, is noteworthy; it would, 
however, be premature to draw deductions therefrom at this date, 
especially when it is remembered that, as the natives become 
accustomed to the presence of medical officers and have now no 
fear of caseS being deported to a segregation camp, there is less 
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likelihood of concealment of the sick as time goes on, and there- 
fore the chances of finding a larger proportion of the infected 
will be correspondingly increased. 

The immunity of the native population from small-pox has 
been a satisfactory feature of the public health during the year, 
and though outbreaks of a sporadic character have been reported 
they have been due solely to infection having been conveyed from 
adjoining territories, and the disease in every instance has been 
rapidly checked. 

This satisfactory state of affairs is the result of the widespread 
and thorough vaccination which has been carried out during 
recent years and which is being continued throughout the 
Protectorate. 

The widespread existence of ankylostomiasis in the North Nyasa 
district formed the subject of investigation during the year, and 
it is intended to apply the District Administration (Native) 
Ordinance to this district with the special object of enabling 
Government to introduce a system of deep-trench latrines through- 
out the native villages. It is hoped that by this means the 
percentage of infected natives will be reduced and the physical 
condition of the natives improved. 

The danger to be apprehended from the employment of Nyasa- 
land natives as labourers in the South African mines and their 
return to the Protectorate with tubercular infection is evidenced 
by the results of the medical examination of 1,274 natives re- 
patriated from the Transvaal mines during the year. It was 
found that no less than 3 per cent. were actually phthisical, while 
9°5 per cent. were returned as suspicious cases. 


XI.—GENERAL. 

The outbreak of rinderpest in German Fast Africa and the 
consequent danger of its spread in a southerly direction to the 
borders of Nyasaland necessitated an increase in the veterinary 
staff and a supply of serum being obtained. 

As a further precautionary measure the importation of live 
stock from surrounding territories has been prohibited. Co- 
operative measures are also being undertaken in conjunction with 
the Governments in South, Central, and East Africa in anticipa- 
tion of the possible spread of the disease. 

The macadamised road from Zomba to Limbe and Blantyre was 
completed during the year, and a regular Government motor lorry 
service between Zomba and Limbe has been maintained. The 
policy of providing macadam roads as feeders to the railway is 
being continued. 

The increasing shallowness of the Upper Shire River which has 
now continued for a considerable number of years is evidence of 
the process of desiccation affecting the inland water system of 
this part of Africa, and is now of such a serious nature as to 
render tlie extension of the railway to Lake Nyasa a matter of 
urgent importance. 

Until this extension is constructed the agricultural development 
of the districts bordering on Lake Nyasa will continue to be 
retarded, and large areas of cultivable land must remain 
unexploited. 
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Colony, &e. Year. 
Jamaica 1911-1912 
Swaziland ... ” 
Bahamas Ay 
Grenada 1911 
Uganda 1911-1912 
Mauritius ... 1911 
Trinidad and Tobago 1911-1912 
British Guiana a 
St. Vincent... is 
Barbados ae - 
Leeward Islands ... a 
Straits Settlements... Bs 1911 
East Africa Protectorate . 1911-1912 
St. Lucia... . a 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands. 1911 
Cayman Islands (Jamaica) 1911-1912 
Gibraltar eee . 1912 
St. Helena ... oa 
Weihaiwei ... ” 
Ceylon 1911-1912 
Sierra Leone 1912 
Seychelles ... ” 
Somaliland .. ta 1912-1913 
Hong Kong... ey ove 1912 
Turks and Caicos Islands. ¥y 
Falkland Islands ... > 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast y 
Bahamas oe ef; 99 
Gambia - 
Fiji... ” 
Basutoland . 1912-1913 
Gold Coast . 1912 
Ashanti ‘ 
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Northern Nigeria ... 
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Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911, 
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PROTECTORATE OF THE BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS. 


POPULATION. 


WHITE AND OTHER ForErcn RESIDENTS. 


The white and other foreign population of the Protectorate 
has considerably increased during the year and has more than 
doubled during the four years elapsed since 1909. It now con- 
siderably exceeds 500, of which number 437 are males and about 
103 females. 

Their nationalities are as follows : — 


British es ste oe Pe .. 896 
French aoe re ae ase ees 3) 
German a a oA sot ie 7 
Other Europeans ... See hed as 2 
Chinese ee bee ve Sse tay ae Ui 
Japanese... 2 a. ake tee 6 
Half-castes—living as Europeans ues o 
Natives of other Pacific Islands ... we 45 
West Indian negro eS ssa ew 1 

sotal ... bas aoe .. 540 





Note.—The 33 French residents are all members of the 
Marist Catholic Mission. 
Their employments and occupations were as follows :— 
In Government employment, including wives 


and children ... see we wh oo 23 
Marist Mission (French Catholic) (24 males, 

14 females) ... ue ee ee ie 38 
Melanesian Mission (Church of England) 

(15 males, 7 females) Bee ts m 22 
Wesleyan Methodist Mission (8 males, 8 

females) aon oa ae Bee we 16 
South Sea Evangelical Mission (7 males, 

11 females) ... 18 | 


Engaged in trading, fishing, planting, or 
working for wages in connection with the 
above occupations, including families and 
children ae mea toh sat ve 428 


Total ... ae 3 .. 540 


Births and Marriages. 

Since Ist January, 1912, one birth and four marriages have 
been registered, but as a rule the births of children to white 
residents occur away from the Protectorate and the same remark 
applies to some extent to marriages. 

Deaths. 


Since the same date, 13 deaths have occurred among the white 
and foreign population, viz., of 10 males and 3 females. 
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Of these, the deaths of 6 males and 1 female were certified to 
have been due to blackwater or malarial fever. The death of 
a female was due to chronic Bright’s disease. The deaths of 
2 males were attributable to drowning; 1 female, cause of death 
uncertified; 1 male, due to accident with diving dress; 1 male, 
murdered by natives. 


Native Porunation. 


The number of the native population may still be estimated 
at 150,000, but it is undoubtedly decreasing in many localities. 

The natives are at present passing through a critical period. 
Head-hunting has been put down, and except on one or two 
islands, such as Malaita, where raids and sniping between bush- 
men and saltwater natives still continue and where the population 
shows no apparent signs of decrease, there is a risk of a drift 
into a careless acceptance of the more easy conditions of life 
without effort to make provision for more than the immediately 
necessary requirements. 

The facility of procuring not only the necessities but even 
unnecessary luxuries by the sale of a few strings of copra or 
baskets of ivory nuts to a trader operates in the same direction. 
The old ineradicable socialistic idea under which a native is 
unable to retain for his own use any property he may acquire 
is a direct deterrent to any effort towards individual industry. 

Reports from the Roviana Lagoon tend to show that the popu- 
lation is increasing there. Such is not the case in the Shortland 
Island Group, where it may be said that the end is already in 
sight. 

In this case special causes have operated which do not exist 
elsewhere. A system of polygamy prevailed amongst the men 
of higher rank. Up to about 15 years ago the chiefs of Shortland 
Island imported male and female slaves from Bougainville. 
Since the division of the Shortland Group from Bougainville 
under the Anglo-German Agreement of 1899 this source of supply 
has been cut off. 

Feeticide, infanticide, and indiscriminate intercourse now pre- 
vail among the natives of Shortland Island to a terrible extent, 
in spite of energetic steps which are being taken to prevent 
them. ; 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1903-04... vig a .. 1,632 2,253 
1904-05... oe se oe 1,008 2,307 
1905-06... Bs a w. 2,378 2,341 
1906-07... mee es v. 4,618 3,295 
1907-08... as uns w. 7,480 6,483 
1908-09... Me Ss .. 10,603 13,257 
1909-10... sid one .. 11,356 8,456 
1910-11... se ae .. 14,180 9,493 
HOTEA2 sh: as ne ... 16,040 22,639 


1912-138... ies eh w» 15,482 15,571 
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Statement of Assets and Liabilities on 


NUAL, 


81st Iarch, 1918. 


























Assets. 
Ly 8 cds, TE. V8. 
Balance in bank aa ae (2,791 1 5 
Balance in cash ace oe 239 6 ll 
3,030 7 4 
Advance Account i ae 2 Races Dae 
Remittances between chests ... 66 10 0 8111 1 
Total £3,111 18 5 
Lnabilities. 
’ Le dy GES Je Od 
Deposit Account ee ee AE BD 
High Commissioner’s Account 373 10 5 
Crown Agents ... Te 3381 4 1 
General Post Office, London bee 92 12 113 
Suspense Account Bie ace 106 11 11 
Sydney agents as a 307 111 
2,990 7 Of 
Balance, being excess of Assets 121 11 43 
Total £3,111 18 5 
Statement of Revenue for three years ending 31st March in each 
year, 
5 ee 
Head of Revenue. 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13. 
£ «a ad. £ os d. £. a de 
Customs ... 10,220 12 1 411,589 0 310,414.17 4 
Licences and internal revenue, not 1,360 11 6} 1,782 8 3] 169018 6 
otherwise classified. 
Fees of Court and office, payments 120 9 11 70 7:9 32719 2 
for specific services, and re- 
imbursements in aid. 
Post office .. ae eas! 899 2 2 573 10 10 | 1,107 2 23 
Rent of Government property 543 13 4 727 12 0 884 13 4 
Interest on deposits 30 0 0 _ _ 
Miscellaneous... 955 19 0} 1,296 10 9 989 9 7 
Land sales and premiaon ‘Teases... _ 140 1710 2 
Total ... aes +» {14,1830 8 0 | 16,040 13 10 | 15,432 10 3% 
Statement of Expenditure for three years ending 81st March in 
each year. 
Head of Expenditure. 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13, 
£ os. d. £8 6d. £ os. d. 
High Commissioner’s Department _ 25410 3 226 3 6 
Resident Commissioner's Depart- | 1,688 2 9 | 2,239 7 6] 2,282 15 9 
ment, 
Postal Department eee one 63 5 3 26 2 2 108 2 8 
Treasury and customs ae 539 17 6 672 15 4 665 3 0 
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Head of Expenditure. 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13. 

£ 8 d. £ os. d. £ os. d. 
Audit . oh oe aes _- 37 1 «8 42 5 4 
Port and marine ... re a 400 26 4 1 93 6 8 
Native labour eae 265 17 10 361 5 4 364 8 8 
District administration ... 1,072 3 4) 1,159 17 5 | 1,633 12 8 
Police . 1,827 15 9 | 2,639 15 0] 1,675 17 10 
Prisons bee fi 69 5 10 35 0 5 40 8 5 
Medical... wee ae ae 21011 7 450 17 8 569 5 2 
Government steamer (transport) | 2,986 3 4] 3,596 18 0] 4,339 16 4 
Transport extraordinary... ... - 9,026 13 8 461 5 3 
Survey! “200 2) ves es — 367 811| 262 6 1 
Miscellaneous... eas ane 21 710 73 14 8 27 1 3 
Public works, annually recurrent 28:13 3 779 301 19 2 
Public works, extraordinary ... | 1,230 17 4] 1,398 9 8] 2,100 8 10 

Wireless telegraphy ase aoe _ oa = 
Purchase of land ... on ave 35 0 0 266 0 0} 1,306 10 0 
Total... .. «| 9,493 1 7 [22,639 9 6 /16,500 16 7 





Return showing the Customs Duties collected on the respective 
items of imports for the year ending 31st March, 1918. 


Bi P28 0ds 

Beer Fy ae3 ae oes 329 4 0 
Benzine ... wae aa ee 6384 15 4 
Kerosine rae Ss ae 34618 4 
Dynamite a pa ae 72 0 4 
Tobacco ... ae sh .. 7,867 10 0 
Spirits... Seis ss oe 984 4 10 
Wine oe 3 ee tee 180 4 6 
Total... .» £10,414 17 4 


Statement of Navigation showing the number of British and 
Foreign Vessels entered and cleared. 














Inwards. 
1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13, 
Nationality. - erer ace 
No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 
British eat we | 86 26,509 66 25,588 55 27,500 
Foreign wos eon 8 236 7 236 13 239 
Total... we | 44 26,745 83 25,824 68 27,739 





Outwards. 





British oon we | 30 26,076 58 24,094 46 24,167 
Foreign oe AS 8 236 16 231 11 212 


Total... ve | 38 26,312 74 24,325 57 24,379 
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TRADE. 


The distance of the Port of Tulagi from Sydney is about 1,750 
miles, and at present communication is carried on by Messrs. 
Burns, Philp and Company’s steamers and by the steamers 
belonging to Messrs. Lever’s Pacific Plantations, Limited. 

Messrs. Burns Phiip’s direct Solomon Island service affords 
a steamer leaving Sydney for the Solomons, calling en route at 
Brisbane, every six weeks. The transit from Sydney to Tulagi 
at present occupies about eight days. This might be reduced by 
nearly two days if the totally unnecessary call at Brisbane were 
omitted. ay 

The steamer employed by Messrs. Burns Philp in their Gilbert 
and Marshall Island trade makes about six trips a year and calls 
at Tulagi both going and coming. She carries no Solomon Island 
cargo, but the additional convenience for sending and receiving 
mails is much appreciated. 

Messrs. Lever’s steamer leaves Sydney direct for the Solomons 
about every eleven weeks. 

Thus, under the present arrangements, there is direct communi- 
cation from and to Sydney about twenty times during the year. 

It is proposed that, beginning with next year, Messrs. Lever’s 
steamer, which now includes the Ellice Group in her itinerary 
as well as the Solomons, will confine her voyage to the Solomons 
only, and will thus provide a more frequent service. 

A proposal has recently been made by a combination of planters 
to secure an extra steamer to carry bananas from the Protectorate 
direct to Sydney. It is unlikely to be carried out. The bananas 
are not yet planted, and if the work of planting were started at 
once it would be a year or two at least before any adequate ship- 
ments could be made. 

It seems more probable that Messrs. Burns Philp and Messrs. 
Lever, who are fully prepared to provide for the conveyance of 
all produce likely to be shipped from the Protectorate for some 
years to come, would be in a better position to undertake such 
work than an outside steamer, as ample guarantees of both inward 
and outward cargo would have to be furnished before any other 
firm of shipowners would embark in such an enterprise. 

The export of copra, which must for all time be looked upon as 
the chief article of export from the Protectorate, is steadily 
increasing, and if the output at any time exceeds the carrying 
capacity of the present steamers, it is only reasonable to suppose 
that additional steamers would be put into the service to carry it. 

It would be impossible for a steamer of sufficient tonnage to 
carry bananas to Sydney to call at half a dozen widely separated 
plantations in the Protectorate to ship them, and it appears 
obvious that, as in Fiji, the bananas would have to be brought to 
one or two final ports of departure. 

Messrs. Lever have already two small steamers trading within 
the Protectorate itself and would be in a position to undertake 
this service, and Messrs. Burns Philp are prepared at once to 
provide small steamers for the same purpose, if the probable 
shipments of perishable cargo, such as bananas, warranted it; 
but there must be something to show first that the bananas are 
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likely to be ready for shipment at fixed dates. At present this 
assurance is lacking. 

Bananas are at present being shipped from only one plantation 
and the business is only in its infancy. Copra will always head 
the list of exports and the quantity is steadily increasing. Nearly 
25,000 acres of land in the Protectorate have already been planted 
with coco-nuts by white planters, only a small proportion of which 
are at present yielding a return, and the expected increase in the 
export of copra will be due to the produce of these plantations, as 
the native grown copra shows no sign of increase and is not 
likely to do so. 

Next to copra, the most, important article of export is the nut 
of a species of sago palm, known locally as ivory nuts. These 
ivory nuts have been exported for the last thirty or forty years 
in greater or lesser quantities, but recently the price has con- 
siderably appreciated, and increased attention has been paid to 
their collection. The species of palm of which these nuts are 
the fruit is believed to be confined to the Solomons and grows 
naturally without cultivation in swampy land unsuited to other 
products. It bears fruit but once, at the age of from ten to 
fifteen years, after which the tree dies. 

Samples of these nuts were recently submitted to Professor 
Wyndham Dunstan at the Inperial Institute and a copy of his 
Report is subjoined. 


Imprrtat Instrrure. 
Report on Ivory Nuts from the Solomon Islands, 


by Professor Wyndham R. Dunstan, M.A., '.R.S., Director. 


“The ivory nuts which are the subject of this report were for- 
warded to the Imperial Institute by Messrs. Lever’s Pacific 
Plantations Ltd., at the request of the Resident Commissioner at 
Tulagi. The nuts are derived from Coelococcus salomonensis, 
Warb. (Sagus or Metroeylon amicarum) a palm which is be- 
lieved to be peculiar to the Solomon Islands. 

Description of Sample. 

‘The nuts were clean, and in fair condition. They varied in 
weight from 2} to 4 oz., the average being 3 oz., and in size from 
14 by 2 inches to 2 by 24 inches. 

“The endosperm was hard and cream-coloured; its thickness 
varied from 0°3 to 0°9 inch, being in most cases about 0°7 inch. 

“The endosperm of the nuts appeared to be capable of giving 
a fair surface when ground smooth, but it did not take so high 
a polish as the ordinary ‘ vegetable ivory’ of commerce. 


Commercial Valuation. 

“‘The nuts were submitted to experts, who reported on their 
value as follows :— 

““(1.) A large English firm of button makers stated that these 
nuts are similar to those known in the trade as apple nuts. The 
firm had only rarely used the nuts, which they considered would 
be more readily saleable in Hamburg than in London. They 
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described the sample submitted to them as of poor quality, but 
they considered that the price of nuts of good quality would vary 
from £15 to £25 per ton in Europe. 

“(2.) A Continental manufacturer stated that large quantities 
of nuts of this kind have recently been imported into Hamburg, 
but that this is solely owing to the scarcity of large nuts in the 
shipments of ivory nuts received from South America, as the 
quality of these South Sea nuts is greatly disliked, their coarse 
structure making them difficult to turn and polish. He added 
that the yellowish tint of the sample submitted to him was a 
further drawback, as it renders the nuts unsuitable for grey dyes. 

“The manufacturer stated that when purchasing this kind of 
nut he had found it necessary to buy only large and carefully 
selected nuts, even at a relatively high price, since the consign- 
ments as received contained so large a percentage of decayed nuts 
that it was impossible to judge of their value. 

““The price of these nuts in Hamburg varies from mks. 20 to 
27 per 50 kilos. (.e., about £20 to £27 per ton) according to 
their quality and size and the proportion of decayed nuts present 
in the consignments. 


Remarks. 


“Prom the foregoing remarks it appears that, so long as the 
present scarcity of South American ivory nuts obtains, the market 
in Europe for ivory nuts from the Solomon Islands should be 
maintained, if not increased, and that fair prices should be 
realised, provided that the nuts shipped are of large size and in 
sound condition.’ 


“© 28th December, 1912.”’ 


From the above report, it is evident that great care is necessary 
in properly drying and sorting the nuts before shipment. It has 
been determined that freshly collected nuts contain as much as 
60 per cent. of moisture, and unless they are thoroughly dried 
before shipment they are liable to rot. 

It is feared that instead of allowing the nuts to ripen thoroughly 
on the trees and to fall naturally to the ground, natives and 
traders have in some cases, in order to secure a quick return, 
resorted to the practice of cutting down the trees and collecting 
the nuts before they were thoroughly ripe. Such action can only 
have the result of bringing the produce into disrepute and perhaps 
permanently injuring the trade. 

The quantity of these nuts shipped annually for the last two 
years has been about 1,900 tons, of a value at the port of shipment 
or from £10 to £11 per ton. 

Rubber will appear for the first time in the list of exports for 
1913-14. It has been obtained by tapping from four-year-old 
trees. For reasons stated elsewhere the formation of rubber 
plantations is unlikely to be extended in the absence of a more 
plentiful labour supply. 

The cultivation of cotton has been practically abandoned for the 
same reason, and it is unlikely to figure in the list of exports in 
future. 
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Samples of cotton grown in the Protectorate were submitted to 
Professor Wyndham Dunstan at the Imperial Institute, and he 
reported in January this year as follows: — 

“Sample of Caravonica cotton. Valued at 9d. per lb., with 
“good ’’ moderately rough Peruvian at 8°85 per lb. (January, 
1913.) The cotton was pronounced to be of good useful character, 
but somewhat depreciated in value by the presence of stains and 
the irregularity in strength due to the partial immaturity of the 
sample. 

Sample of Mamara cotton. (A variety claimed to have been 
produced locally.) Valued at 12d. per lb., with ‘‘choice’’ Sea 
Island cotton at 13d. per lb. (January, 1913.) The cotton was 
somewhat similar to the Sea Island variety in general character, 
but it was of darker colour and rather coarser, the average 
diameter of the Sea Island cotton being usually about 0-00063 
inch.” 

An enterprising planter has been for some years experimenting 
with sisal and musa fibres. He has come to the conclusion that 
the climate is too damp and forcing for sisal, but Musa teatilis, 
introduced from the Philippines, and an indigenous species of 
Musa grow well and give good fibres. Samples have been sub- 
mitted t6 the Imperial Institute and favourably reported upon. 
In this case again, it is a question of labour supply, but in spite 
of the active demand in Australia for fibres for rope-making, 
musa fibre grown in the Protectorate is unlikely to be able to 
compete with the Philippine product. 


Timber.—The Protectorate contains some very valuable timber 
but so far very little has been done to establish an export trade, 
although spasmodic attempts have been from time to time made to 
introduce Solomon Island timbers on the Sydney market. 

In this there has always been considerable difficulty, as, in 
spite of the increasing scarcity of timber in Australia, there seems 
to be a prejudice amongst those connected with the business 
against Island timber. 

A market has at last been found for ‘‘dilo’’ timber, scientifi- 
cally known as Callophyllum inophyllum. It is believed to be 
used in furniture making. Of this timber there is a practically 
inexhaustible supply. 

The timber of the tree Afzelia bijuga appears to be absolutely 
impervious to the attacks of white ants, and almost so to the 
Teredo navalis. This tree grows everywhere in the Solomons, and 
reaches a diameter of two feet. One well authenticated case is 
known of a house post of this timber having been in use so long 
ago as 1863, and the post is still sound. Such a timber would be 
apparently invaluable for railway sleepers or for wharf piles. 

Another valuable timber, closely allied to the ‘‘kauri’’ of 
New Zealand, is known to exist in certain places, and proposals 
to turn it to account are under consideration. : 

There is a good demand for this class of timber locally, and it 
could certainly be put on sale at a lower price than at the 
exorbitant rates demanded for New Zealand kauri by the Sydney 
merchants. 
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A small saw mill was at one time working on Guadalcanal and 
the Government gave an order for rough timber which turned out 
to be of a most satisfactory quality for the purpose for which it 
was intended, but when a further supply was ordered the order 
could not be executed. Another saw mill has recently been 
started, and the owners should be able to dispose locally of all 
they can cut. 

The value of timber imported from Sydney amounted in 
1911-12 to £4,343, and in 1912-13 to £5,316. The value of 
* timber exported to Sydney during the same years amounted to 
£1,658 and £1,751 respectively. 

The following limited liability companies are at present engaged 
in planting or trading business in the Protectorate. They are 
mostly registered in Sydney or Brisbane, as there is no provision 
for the registration of companies in the Protectorate. 

Bugotu Plantations, Limited. 

Choiseul Plantations, Limited. 

Doma Plantations, Limited. 

Fairley Rigby and Co., Limited. 

Fatura Island Development Co., Limited. 
Gibson Islands, Limited. 

Gizo Solomons Proprietary, Limited. 

Haivo Plantation, Limited. 

Hamilton Plantations, Limited. 

Kindar, Limited. 

Lavoro Plantations, Limited. 

Levers’ Pacific Plantations, Limited. 
Mamara Plantations, Limited. 

Malayta Company, Limited. 

Moli Plantation, Limited. 

Mundi Mundi Co., Limited. 

Phil Dickenson and Co., Limited. 

Gatere Plantation, Limited. 

Shortland Island Plantations, Limited. 
Solomon Islands Development Co., Limited. 
Solomon Islands Rubber Plantations, Limited. 
Union Plantation and Trading Co., Limited. 
Vellalavella Plantation and Trading Co., Limited. 


Statement showing the quantity of copra exported from the 
Protectorate in each of the last ten years, in tons: — 


Copra. 
Year. Tons. 
1903-04 one we hes Ar 2,817 
1904-05 Si bet ly fae 3,259 
1905-06 ae sae i om 3,564 
1906-07 te vee as ee 3,381 
1907-08 ae aes aes iy 2,933 
1908-09 a sts pee sae 3,262 
1909-10 ie we Si an 3,486 
1910-11 Bit ey ee yee Wed" 080 
1911-12 ee kee a re 3,587 


1912-18 sige of Le Peso, © 4196 
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Imports anp Exports. 


Total value of the Import and Export Trade of the British 
Solomon Islands Protectorate. 














, | 
Year ending 
Blet Maret” 1908-9. | 1909-10. | 1910-11. } 1911-12. | 1912-13. 
£ £ £ | £ 
Imports... 57,337 59,800 103,147 | 130,019 | 181,761 
Exports... ae 50,147 57,441 88,890 89,234 109,921 
Total .. | 107,484 | 116,741 | 192,037 | 219,253 | 241,682 


{ 





Comparative Statement of Exports from Pica for the years 
ending 31st March 1911, 1912 and ee: 










































1910-11, 1911-12. 1912-13, 
Item. 

Quantity. | Value.; Quantity. | Value.} Quantity. | Value 

£ £ £ 
Copra... 4,030 tons [68,999 | 3,587 tons | 55,953{ 4,196 tons | 73,637 
Coco-nuts 450 bags | 185 | 2,503 bags| 614| 3,837 bags| 1,083 
Ivory nuts ... 1,268 tons | 13,187 | 1,912 tons | 20,553] 1,916 tons | 20,119 
Tortoise shell 974 lbs. 725 | 1,622 lbs, 1,416 | 1,095 Ibs, 1,006 
Mother-of-pearl shell | 33 9 25 tons 5,018 
Pearl shell, black edge Bo owt | 207 = 1,674 f 4tons| 68 
Trochus shell oo n x 161 tons 2,283 
Green snail shell 144 tons | 2,622 WE tops |. 2,017, { 27% tons| 318 
Cotton eis) 83 ewt, 632 7% tons oe 4 tons 7 ewt. 491 

Cotton seed ... 18 tons 105 — _ 
Timber. 38 logs 41] 519 logs | 1 ose 841 logs | 1,751 
Curiosities ... = 47 a 170 _ 61 
Maize... 1,058 bags 450 _ 129 72 bags 21 
Sweet potatoes 5} tons 27 Vali , - 1ton 4 
3,597 behs, Pe 5,676 bchs. 11,570bchs, - 
Bananes V | 285 cases J pee { 238 cases | 17810 { ” 67eases| } 925 
Fibre... on aoe tee 4 bags 3 — —_| 2 packages 1 
Hardware, drapery, and _ 300 — 947 _ 701 

personal effects. 
Sharks’ fins.. = aa _ _— _ 2 
General merchandise _im- eh 928 a 1,486 = 2,882 
rted and exported to 
Ge erman Solomons. 
Total oo one i 88,891 = 89,234 _ 109,921 
LAND. 
‘ Acres. 

Total area of land in the Protectorate, estimated ... 9,500,000 


Land claimed to have been bought by Europeans, 
previous to declaration of the British Pro- 
tectorate, and the issue of Regulation No. 4 of 


1896 area unknown. 
Land purchased “under the provisions ‘of Regulation 

No. 4 of 1896 170,000 
Waste or vacant land held on Occupation Licence ae 240,000 
Lands purchased by Government and leased to 

Europeans ee 18,110 
Lands leased by natives to Buropeans a 980 
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Previous to the declaration of the British Protectorate, certain 
purchases of land had occurred, some of which have since been 
made good by effective occupation and cultivation. One large 
claim comprising about 200,000 acres was extinguished by a 
money payment of £2,000. Others, mostly of very ancient date, 
and in most cases of very doubtful authenticity, still remain un- 
adjudicated upon, and it is very desirable that the question of 
their confirmation or rejection should be considered as soon as 
possible. 

Under the provisions of King’s Regulation No. 4 of 1896, land 
could be bought direct from the natives in fee simple. Every 
transaction was provisional only until it had received the approval 
of the High Commissioner for the Western Pacific. In some 
instances the case was referred to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies before confirmation. 

From 1st January, 1912, the High Commissioner has withheld 
his sanction to any private purchase of land, but leases are 
eranted by the Government. 

The Government either purchases the land to be leased from the 
natives or leases on their behalf. In the latter case a commission 
of ten per cent. on the rent is retained by the Government. 

Land for agricultural purposes is leased upon a ninety-nine 
years lease, the minimum rent being at present fixed at 3d. per 
acre for the first five years, 6d. per acre for the second five years, 
3s. per acre from the eleventh to the twentieth year, 6s. per acre 
from the twenty-first to the thirty-third year, and thereafter a 
rental assessed at five per cent. of the unimproved value of the 
land. 

One-tenth part of the area must be cultivated within five years. 

Similar improvement conditions apply to land purchased under 
the provisions of Regulation No. 4 of 1896, and considerable areas 
of land have recently been forfeited owing to non-compliance with 
the improvement conditions. 


LABOUR. 


The most vital question which the Protectorate has to face, un- 
less its progress is to come altogether to a standstill, is that of the 
provision of an adequate labour supply. 

At present the only labourers available for employment upon 
plantations are the natives of the Protectorate itself. 

Enquiries addressed through the Colonial Office by Messrs. 
Lever upon a proposal to introduce Indian labourers have not 
been favourably entertained by the Indian Government, and 
attempts by other employers to engage Javanese or Chinese 
labourers for plantation work have not hitherto been attended 
with success. 

With a continually increasing area of land being brought under 
cultivation, the local labour supply is totally inadequate even for 
present requirements, and there is not an employer in the Pro- 
tectorate who would not largely increase the number of his 
labourers if it were possible to do so. 
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Recruiting in the Protectorate for Queensland plantations 
ceased in 1903, and for Fiji and other places outside the Pro- 
tectorate in 1910. 

About two-thirds of the total number of natives indentured for 
plantation work and for work on board coasting vessels come from 
the island of Malaita, and nearly all the remainder from the 
islands of San Cristoval and Guadalcanal. 

The natives of the western part of the Protectorate have never 
engaged in any numbers for plantation work and only to a limited 
extent on board vessels. 

The term of indenture is for two years, and the limit of age 
helow which natives cannot engage is fixed at sixteen years. 

The minimum rate of wage is £6 per annum, but natives who 
have had previous experience frequently command £12 per an- 
num, and in exceptional cases receive up to £24 and even £36 
per annum. The above rates are exclusive of housing, food and 
clothing. 

On some plantations the supply of indentured labourers can be 
supplemented by the employment of natives living in the 
neighbourhood. These are engaged from month to month, and 
not being under indenture can leave at will, but the supply is 
uncertain and precarious. 

The number of indentured labourers employed on the under- 
mentioned dates was as follows :— : 

31st March, 1911, 3,940; 31st December, 1912, 3,718. 

The numbers employed by the three largest employers of 
labourers on the same dates were as follows :— 

31st March, 1911. 31st eae » 1912. 


Levers’ Pacific Plantations, Limited 1,213 1,15 
Malayta Co., Limited oe be 649 631 
Solomon Islands DR CunOnY Co., 
Limited the ~e 465 287 
Other employers (Al). rs .. 1,613 (48) 1,638 
3,940 3,713 








As recruiting for employment on plantations has never been 
carried on so vigorously as at present, it would appear that the 
limit of the available local supply has been reached, and the 
outlook is a most serious one. 

Applicants for fresh leaseholds are in all cases warned of the 
difficulty in obtaining labourers, but it seems to have no effect 
upon the demand for land. 


RAINFALL. 


Monthly and yearly averages based on the observations of the 
fifteen years from 1898 to 1912 taken at the Government station, 
Tulagi:— 


Inches. 
January ae es ae wom L2TTO 
February aa ay cae w — 16°555 


March ... re ae eee «16453 
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Inches. 
ABT. vss ec Ws ae a 7-730 
May te i ae aa vas 7399 
June ae ots wi a ae 5938 
Amy. xc i om oe ee 7145 
August “cd ar es ee 7675 
September a ty ee ae TI19S 
October as et a3 sd 8493 
November ten se aoe ae 9:002 
December ald a Da .» 11488 


Yearly average, 118445. 15 years. 


AGRICULTURE. 


The urgent cry on all hands is for more labourers, and until the 
question of a regular supply of labourers from some exterior 
source is arranged for, it is not to be expected that the progress of 
the Protectorate can continue at the same rate as has prevailed 
in the past. : 

During the last six years a larger area of land has been brought 
under coco-nuts in the Solomons than in any other group of 
islands in the Western Pacific. The area under coco-nuts 
systematically planted by white men is now estimated to approach 
25,000 acres, exclusive altogether of native plantations. 

Upwards of twenty limited liability companies in addition to 
private individuals are now engaged in planting operations in the 
Protectorate, representing a nominal capital of nearly £1,000,000, 
and the only available source of labour supply is local. 

In spite of this fact more applications for land for coco-nut 
planting continue to be received, and the question of the labour 
supply is becoming daily more and more acute. 

The number of native labourers working under indenture for 
two years or less, amounted at 31st December, 1912, to 3,713. 
During the six months from Ist January, 1918, to 30th June, 
1913, the number of new indentures amounted only to 948, a 
number which would barely suffice to balance the number of 
indentures expired during the same period. 

In addition to natives working under indenture, a certain num- 
ber of natives are working on plantations in the neighbourhood 
of their own homes without indenture from month to month. If 
the number of these is estimated at about 1,200, it would give a 
total of only about 5,000 native labourers employed on an esti- 
mated area under cultivation of 25,000 acres, or one labourer to 
every five acres. 

It will be evident that such a number is insufficient to keep 
existing plantations in order, and to collect the produce from 
those which have already reached the bearing stage, without 
regard to the bringing of new areas under cultivation, Either 
the work of maintenance or development must suffer. 
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The British Solomon Islands Protectorate bids fair to be the 
largest producer of copra in the whole of the South Pacific before 
many years are past. With the limited and totally inadequate 
supply of labour, it has been recognised by planters that it is 
almost hopeless to devote capital at present to products which 
require a more plentiful and regular, and, to some extent, skilled 
labour supply. 

Coco-nuts require nothing but unskilled labour, of course under 
proper supervision, and not so much of it as is necessary for 
rubber, cotton, and more intense cultivation. 

The price of copra has been steadily rising, and with the in- 
creased demand for coco-nut oil for soap making and food purposes, 
there seems no reason to suppose that the low prices of ten and 
twenty years ago will again be touched. 

Planters in the Solomons are therefore undoubtedly right in 
devoting their attention to coco-nuts in preference to other 
products, except perhaps bananas for the Australian market, 
which can be grown either as a separate crop or as a catch crop 
among young coco-nuts in localities where facilities exist for their 
ready shipment and conveyance in good condition to market. 

It follows that planters in the Solomons have carefully kept 
themselves acquainted with the latest information that has been 
published upon the subject of coco-nut cultivation and the 
preparation of copra for export. They are always ready to learn 
anything fresh, but some of the instructions and theories advanced 
in recently published literature devoted to the coco-nut industry 
have been so extraordinary from the point of view of the Solomon 
Island planter, that it would appear that conditions in other parts 
of the world differ widely from those prevailing here. 

Elaborate instructions have been given how and when to gather 
the nuts from the trees. The cost, even, of gathering per acre has 
been calculated. One authority has gone so far as to state the 
number of pickings there should be in the course of the year. In 
the Pacific, in the Solomons at any rate, it is not the custom to 
gather the nuts, but to allow them to fall naturally when ripe. 

So important has this been considered that in Samoa the 
German authorities have prohibited by law the making of copra 
from any nuts but those that fall naturally from the trees when 
ripe. 

Another authority gravely states that ripe nuts will not float 
in water, and this in face of the fact that here the ripe nuts are 
frequently bunched together and towed by sea with a rattan rope 
to the copra drier, a practice which also obtains in the Philippines. 

Minute instructions have been given as to the formation of 
nurseries for young nuts for planting, and it has been recom- 
mended that they should be allowed to remain in the nursery a 
year, or even more, before being planted out. 

Such advice is inconceivable to a planter with experience in the 
Solomons. The operation of transplanting a young nut that had 
been twelve or even six months in the nursery, would inevitably 
result in the destruction of the young and tender rootlets which 
would by that time have emerged through the husk. In fact, 
some authorities have recommended that these should be cut off 


82173 B 
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altogether at the time of transplanting. The check to the trans- 
planted nut must be obvious in such a case, and the general con- 
sensus of opinion here appears to be that the young nuts should 
be removed from the nursery, if a nursery is necessary at all, as 
soon as the sprout shows through the husk, certainly before it is 
six inches long, and before the rootlets have pierced the husk. 

By this means the nut suffers no check whatever in transplant- 
ing it into the position it is to occupy in the plantation, and should 
the shoot have suffered any injury by handling, it would be soon 
apparent, and the nut could be replaced. 

Injury to nuts in this condition would be far less likely to 
occur than to nuts which had remained twelve months in the 
nursery, which would by that time have developed one or two 
pinnate fronds. 

Various opinions are held upon the question of catch crops while 
the young coco-nuts are growing, and it is questionable whether 
the labour expended upon their production might not be better 
employed in clearing more land for planting with coco-nuts; but 
in the earlier stages of the plantation they would appear to be 
admissible, but it must not be lost sight of that anything taken 
out of the ground is robbing the coco-nuts. 

Upon the extensive grass flats on the north coast of the island 
of Guadalcanal, which before planting were covered with a dense 
growth of ‘‘ Lalang’’ grass, locally known as “‘ ili,’’ and subject 
to periodical grass fires during the dry seasons, some system of 
preliminary cropping was imperative. 

The influential firm of Messrs. Lever, who own large areas of 
land in this grass country, have successfully coped with the diffi- 
culty of eradicating the lalang grass by disk ploughing and 
harrowing by steam, horses and cattle, followed by crops of velvet 
bean, cow pea, passion flower, and other cleaning crops which are 
ploughed in green before the coco-nuts are planted, but the work 
has been very costly. 

The Solomon Islands Development Company in similar country 
has successfully extirpated the lalang grass by ploughing, and the 
subsequent planting of sweet potatoes and bananas concurrently 
with the coco-nuts. 

In the case of forest land, it used formerly to be the custom 
on some plantations, after the first preliminary burning off, to 
plant the young coco-nuts before clearing away the fallen trunks 
of the larger trees, which were allowed to remain on the ground 
until they rotted away by the action of the weather and the attacks 
of white ants. 

Cases have occurred where over-zealous managers, in order to 
be able to report to their employers a large acreage of nuts 
planted in a short time, have had to renew their young planted 
ne in consequence of their having been burnt by the preliminary 
res. 

This system is now generally condemned, and the land is cleared 
of all trunks of fallen trees by successive heaping up of the logs 
and burning off until nothing but the roots and stumps of the 
larger trees are left before the coco-nuts are planted. 
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Dead timber presents an irresistible attraction to wood-boring 
beetles and white ants, and it is obvious that when the timber has 
been more or less eaten up, they will turn their attention to the 
young and tender coco-nut palms. The less dead timber on the 
land after the coco-nuts are planted the better. 

Opinions vary as to the distance apart at which coco-nuts 
should be planted, but in the Solomons it is almost universally 
conceded that the distance should not be less than thirty feet. 

On many plantations the coco-nuts are planted thirty feet apart 
on the quincunx system; but another method, much favoured and 
highly recommended, is planting on a system of equilateral tri- 
angles, the sides of each triangle measuring 33 feet. 

The laying out of an area for planting on this system is very 
simple. An ordinary Gunter’s steel tape chain of 66 feet is 
marked at its centre, 33 feet from each end. A straight line is 
then laid out and pegs are put in at every interval of 33 feet 
numbered, for the sake of example, from 1 to 10. For the second 
line, one end of the chain is taken to peg 1, and the other end to 
peg 2. The bight of the chain is then taken out between the two, 
and when stretched tight gives at the 33 foot mark the position 
for peg No. 1 in the second line, and so on to pegs No. 2 and 3, &c. 
By this method every tree is exactly 33 feet from its next neigh- 
bours. The system gives nearly fifty trees to the acre, to be 
exact, about 49°2. 

Upon some of the larger plantations the use of high explosives 
has lately come into use for eradicating stumps and breaking up 
and loosening the subsoil previous to planting the young 
coco-nuts. 

The coco-nu‘ is normally a surface feeder, but doubtless, if the 
roots had an vpportunity of penetrating into the crevices of pul- 
verised corei limestone or the hard clay pan which forms the 
subsoil of many of the areas planted, they would do so. 

One objection to the use of dynamite is the difficulty of 
arranging for its transportation on steamers, but a new explosive 
is at present being experimented with. This is claimed to have 
all the explosive power of dynamite and to be perfectly safe to 
carry. 

It consists of two constituents, said to be perfectly non-explosive 
until mixed, viz., chlorate of potash and a substance called oil 
of myrbane. 

The cartridge of chlorate of potash is dipped for a few seconds 
in the oil before use and is fired by the ordinary fuse and 
detonator. 

The employment of this explosive will be further reported upon. 





Pests oF THE Coco-Nut Pat. 


About the time when large areas of forest land were being 
cleared for the formation of coco-nut plantations, the young trees 
in almost every part of the Protectorate were attacked by the 
phytophagous larva of a small beetle, and very serious damage 
occurred upon some of the plantations. The same beetle had been 
previously observed on coco-nut plantations in New Britain where 
it was equally destructive. 
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The mature beetle, which measured about half an inch in 
length, laid its eggs among the folds of the tender opening fronds, 
and the larve fed upon them as they expanded, causing serious 
damage to the growth of the young trees. 

The attacks of the larvee were at once apparent in consequence 
of the brown and withered appearance presented by the young 
leaves as they unfolded. 

The cause of this insect turning its attention to the coco-nut 
trees was doubtless due to the destruction of much of its natural 
food by the cutting down of the forest trees. 

So serious did the damage become on some plantations that 
Messrs. Lever enlisted the services of Mr. W. W. Froggatt, 
F.L.S., Government Entomologist for New South Wales, and he 
paid a visit to the Protectorate. 

The result of his observations are contained in a pamphlet pub- 
lished in Sydney shortly after his return, entitled ‘‘ Pests and 
Diseases of the Coco-nut Palm.’’* 

This very useful pamphlet should be in the possession of all 
interested in coco-nut planting in the Protectorate. 

Specimens of the beetle above referred to were submitted by 
Mr. Froggatt to Dr. David Sharpe, the well-known authority on 
the Culeoptera, aud he described it as a member of the family of 
Chrysomelide wader the name of Brontispa Froggatti. A 
figure of the beetle and larva is given in Mr. Froggatt’s mono- 
graph. 

Several remedies were suggested. Amongst others, Messrs. 
Lever introduced Australian magpies and Indian mynahs to their 
Russell Island plantations, but although some still survive, they 
have not at present increased to any great extent. 





Treatment with wood ashes, Bordeaux mixture, or a mixture 
composed of an infusion of tobacco refuse in boiling water with 
the addition of a certain quantity of soap have been employed 
with greater success, and for the last two years little has been 
heard of the ravages of this beetle, although means are still taken 
to keep it in check. The damage appears to be more serious to 
young trees, and it appears that, as the trees grow older and the 
young leaves are produced at a greater rate, the trees are better 
fitted to resist the damage caused by the larve. 

Two species of large lamellicorn beetles, viz., Xylotrupes nim- 
rod, known as the elephant beetle, and Trichogomphus semelinkt, 
known as the rhinoceros beetle, are also looked upon as serious 
enemies in coco-nut plantations. They do damage by boring into 
the stem of the tree. The point of entrance selected is frequently 
the white crescent-shaped scar immediately under the crown of the 
tree whence the last mature frond has fallen and where the skin 
is consequently soft. The tree rarely dies, but its growth may be 
much retarded. 





* Pests and Diseases of the Coco-nut Palm.” By W. W. Froggatt, F.LS, 
Government Entomologist, N.S. Wales. Department of Agriculture N.S. Wales, 
page No. 11, May 1911. Printed by the Government Printer, Sydney, 

S. Wales. 
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Old trees, in a perfect state of health and in full bearing, can 
be pointed out almost anywhere, showing the holes caused by for- 
mer attacks of these beetles upon their stems. 

The beetles, being large and conspicuous objects, are easily 
caught, but it does not appear to be generally known that the 
bark or rind of the young branches of the tree known as the 
flamboyant acacia (Boinciana regia) seems to present an irre- 
sistible attraction to the mature beetles of these species. 

At certain times of the year, from about August to December, 
the beetles may be collected in dozens from the branches of this 
tree where it has been planted. 

It would seem, therefore, to be advisable to plant a few of these 
very ornamental trees as traps upon all coco-nut plantations where 
these beetles occur. 

Froggatt observes that an allied species, the Queensland 
slephant beetle (Xylotrupes australicus), is similarly attracted by 
the jacaranda tree, a tree which is allied to the poinciana. 

The two species of lamellicorns above referred to are undoubted- 
ly indigenous to the Solomons and have not been introduced by 
he importation of plants or trees from elsewhere in recent years, 
since the writer was well acquainted with them nearly thirty years 
ago, when they were met with from one end of the Solomons to the 
other. 

One of them, or an allied species, has recently made its appear- 
ance in Samoa, where it was undoubtedly introduced in imported 
plants. It is said to be doing great damage to the coco-nut palms, 
but first reports may be alarmist. In Fiji it appears to be at 
present unknown. 

Two or three conspicuous species of Lucanid, or ‘‘ stag beetles,’ 
are also suspected of causing damage to the coco-nut palm. 
Froggatt confidently convicts one species, Hurytrachelus pilosipes. 
Two others are known, but have not been described. The writer 
is doubtful upon this point, while admitting that the beetles can 
frequently be collected by the dozen from the flowering’ spathes 
of the coco-nut trees. 

It is certain that the larvee of all wood-boring beetles prefer 
dead wood rather than green, and the obvious deduction is that 
the cleaner a plantation is kept from all dead and rotting timber 
and other refuse, the less danger will there be from the attacks of 
wood-boring beetles. 

Bud rot of the coco-nut palm is, happily, at present almost un- 
known in the Solomons, but is stated to have made its appearance 
in one or two places. The effects of lightning may have been 
mistaken for this dread disease. 

Coco-nuts appear to be particularly liable to be struck by light- 
ning, and the damage frequently involves not only the tree 
actually struck, but three or four of its neighbours appear to be 
affected, and eventually succumb. 

The question of artificial fertilisers for coco-nut plantations on 
a wholesale scale has not at present been considered, but, as soon 
as the young trees have grown sufficiently high to be out of 
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their reach, cattle may be fed under them with great advantage. 
The benefit to the trees where cattle are so employed is quickly 
apparent. The growth of a good sward of grass is produced and 
the necessity for continuous weeding is obviated. 

Cattle thrive wonderfully in the Solomons, but, unfortunately, 
on one large plantation a report has been received that Queensland 
tick fever has been introduced by cattle imported from Australia. 
It has been wisely decided to kill off the whole herd. 

Previous to the formation of plantations in the Solomons by 
white men, the whole of the copra exported was smoke-dried, and 
this slovenly way of preparation still prevails to a great extent. 

On the larger plantations, however, especially on those owned 
by Messrs. Lever, experiments have been carried out for years 
with the view of perfecting a kiln for drying the green kernel 
by fire heat. They have at last been attended with a considerable 
degree of success, but at the cost of large expense. 

As the kiln-dried copra is worth from £1 to £2 per ton more 
than the smoke-dried at the place of shipment, it is obviously 
advantageous to go to the expense of a kiln when large quantities 
of copra are handled, in spite of the high initial expense. It is 
probable that in a few years the use of the kiln will almost entirely 
supersede the operation of drying over an open fire. 

The most efficient form of kiln employed consists of a house 
of corrugated galvanised iron with an enclosed furnace on the 
ground. The flues, constructed of fire bricks and sheet iron, 
extend beneath the whole area of the floor, and there is an ex- 
ternal shaft of sufficient height to ensure a good draught. A 
system of trays composed of angle iron and woven wire, running 
on wheels, are arranged one above the other within the house. 
As much as from one to two tons of copra can be treated within the 
twenty-four hours. The quantity, of course, depends entirely 
upon the size of the structure. 

The husks of the coco-nuts supply fuel for the furnace, and are 
better so employed than in an attempt to turn them to commercial 
use by the manufacture of coir fibre. 

The only possible market for this product would be in Australia, 
where the demand is very limited, and it would hardly return the 
cost of labour and freight. 


Bananas.—These have been successfully grown for shipment to 
Sydney from one plantation only at present, during the last two 
years, and have brought the highest prices prevailing at the 
time on the Sydney market. 

As many as three thousand bunches have been sent in one ship- 
ment. The industry is at present quite in its infancy, but is 
being extended. Some small areas conveniently situated near 
the last shipping port have recently been taken up with the view 
of devoting them exclusively to the growth of this product. 

The Solomons have more than once benefited by the misfortune 
of Fiji, when the shipments of bananas from that place have been 
prevented owing to hurricanes. From this disadvantage the 
Solomons are fortunately free. 

The variety grown for shipment is the Gros Michel, which, 
although not to be compared in flavour with the old Cavendish, or 




















Green. 1. 
ay 


Mong gee 


tc ee ‘ 


levi 
rad QeebOOZ 
tb ae 


MD ost 
oho 
bo 


ou: 
Ch i eS 
¥ 


ahangra aL 


967 578 get 


sm 


NV 


Quatong: Jaw 
Letieng 


orLord Howe? 


#Ronead. 
fongagto, 





a, 
§ 


feat die) 
indtitenctive 
ylabe a 
simson a 
S 
Malaita, I (Mate) 
Vi Ssport 


jd 


ea eramasikil. 


Be-Stkaianaor 
‘Stewart I. 


gl lewa-or Contrariete 1. 


BRITISH 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 
PBOTECTORATE 


Government Stations underlined 


Line of demarcation between 


Spheres of Great Britain and Germany }- 


Z 
sh CRU Slay 
Dg 


Brougham Sh. 
@Patleson Sh. 
PB) 


Suomi “Mek, Hilson, Gr? 














Beltona I. 


200 


150 





Reanell 1. 
400 


200 


450 


Nupur 
Riser % 


Forrest Ros: 
Tinahida? 


Swallow «9: 424g if " 
7 Gr? isa 
Se Cruz [.(Sprise 40 sft} 


€ Boscawen: Howell. 


Gp Veapruer F. 


Vanikoro 8 S34) vai I. 
[La Perouse) “Gia 


Torres I. 


a. 
3 


° 


Vanwa Laval 8° 
BANKS Te 


Gaal. 9 


. 
1 
1 
1 
' 
' 
1 
1 
! 
1 
| 


oAnudaorcherryl. 





Tiucopia 
(0235) 


i 
1 
1 
i 
1 
I 
I 
' 
t 
! 
' 
4 

















C0. 84653/13. 


Printed. at the Ordnance Survey Office, Southampton 1913. 





Hosted by G 008 le 


BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS, 1912-13. 23 


the even more delicate Lady’s Finger, is of a larger size and more 
suited for a market banana. 

As the trade grows, as it is certain to do, it is to be expected 
that a more frequent service of communication betwen the Pro- 
tectorate and Sydney will be required, and the provision of such 
increased service may well be left in the hands of the two firms 
who supply the present communication on fixed schedule dates. 

A proposal has recently been made by an association of planters 
to arrange for another steamer for the carriage of bananas, but the 
bananas are not at present there for shipment. On a basis of 
20,000 bunches per trip—and even this quantity would not pay a 
special steamer—it would be two or three years at the earliest 
before any such quantity would be ready for shipment. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from the sources 
indicated on the title page :— 





ANNUAL. 

Colony, &e. Year. 
Grenada... aoe ove eee aoe eee ace 1911 
Uganda aes en toe ed ave a ae 1911-1912 
Mauritius ... aie ee ae s ‘ 1911 
Trinidad and Tobago Pi BH a3 1911-1912 
British Guiana... aes tes ue . ” 
St. Vincent ... ao ae aus Ny ate ave ” 
Barbados... ave de se se sis sds ” 
Leeward Islands... oe see aie we aie ay 
Straits Settlements aes see ae ove ooo 1911 
East Africa Protectorate ... one vee ses eee 1911-1912 
St. Lucia... eee at ae eee ie ace i 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands ate on B33 ese 1911 


Cayman Islands (Jamaica) ae os ase see 1911-1912 
Gibraltar... soe Sse ee eee <0) ro 1912 


St. Helena ... ae wae oon a _ See ss 
Weihaiwei ... oes ws ae oe aoe on ” 
Ceylon oe on ooo toe soe oe vee 1911-1912 
Sierra Leone eee ae wes Nes . ont 1912 





Seychelles... aie oe ane 





” 
Somaliland see eh ae see 1912-1913 
Hong Kong... ose one an tee ae 1912 
Turks and Caicos Islands .. ves wee Shs wee ot 
Falkland Islands ... aoe és eve ane ae si 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast eee sen ” 
Bahamas... es aes ae au wee an ” 
Gambia nae A 7 oe wee ” 
Fiji... was ae a Sh oon 





Basutoland ... fee ea 5 bas 191271913 
Gold Coast ... ee eee eee mes noe ace 1912 
Ashanti... tee ase ane oes a eee 


Nyasaland ... 1. Mk eM. oW1919-1913 
Bechuanaland Protectorate. o3¢ re Er AD fh 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &c. Subject. 

West Indies... vee an +.» Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 

Southern Nigeria ... ove «+ Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 

St. Vincent ... toe soe +. Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 


Weihaiwei_... as ae a. Census, 1911. 

Northern Nigeria ... ate +s Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Nyasaland ... ace ane + Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Southern Nigeria ... ee Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Imperial Institute ... Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Southern Nigeria ... Mineral Survey, 1910. 

West Indies... teu ove + Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, &c, 

Southern Nigeria ... i +» Mineral Survey, 1911, 
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DEC 15 1937 
No. 776. 


TONGAN ISLANDS PROTEC- 
TORATE. 


Tue HicH ComMIssIoNeR FoR THE WESTERN PaciFic to 
THE SECRETARY oF STATE. 


Office of the High Commissioner for the 
Western Pacific, 
Srr, Suva, Fiji, 30th September, 1913. 
I wave the honour to forward the following letter from 
His Britannic Majesty’s Agent and Consul, Tonga, enclosing a 
report for the years 1911-12 and 1912-13 on the Tongan Islands 
Protectorate. 
I have, &c., 
Bicxuam Escort, 
High Commissioner. 
The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


His Britannic Majesty’s Agency and Consulate, 
Tonga, 
Sir, 12th September, 1913. 

I wave the honour to forward to Your Excellency a report 
on the Tongan Islands Protectorate for the years 1911-12 and 
1912-13. As will be observed, the returns incorporated in the 
report relate in many instances to the calendar years 1911 and 
1912. 

2. No report appears to have been compiled for the year 
1911-12, owing, doubtless, to the change which occurred in the 
post of Agent and Consul towards the end of that period. The 
present report, therefore, deals with fiscal and other transactions 
for each of the years 1911-12 and 1912-13, in order to preserve 
continuity in the record of statistics appearing in the series of 
annual reports relating to the Protectorate. 

3. I am indebted to the Premier of Tonga (the Hon. T. Tui 
Vakano) and to the various Heads of Departments for the data 
contained in this report. 

T have, &c., 
H. E. W. Grant, 
His Britannic Majesty’s Agent and Consul, 
His Excellency 
The High Commissioner 
for the Western Pacific, 
Suva, Fiji. 


(32378 —2.) We 35104—688. 1125&90. 11/13. D&S, A2 
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REPORT ON THE TONGAN ISLANDS PROTECTORATE 
FOR THE YEARS 1911-12 AND 1912-13, 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The Kingdom of Tonga embraces the groups of islands of 
Tongatabu, Haabai, and Vavau, together with the outlying 
islands of Niuatobutabu, Tafahi, and Niuafoou, as shown on 
the accompanying map. 

The following are the details of revenue and expenditure of 
the Kingdom for the financial years 1911-12 and 1912-18, begin- 
ning on the Ist of April and ending on the 31st of March :— 














REveNvrE. 
1911-12. 1912-18. 
£ £ 
Taxes Ete nee eh ... 12,036 11,192 
Customs and Wharfage ... .. 28,282 22,653 
Licences... ae nae .. 2,010 1,756 
Post Office a Me ae 910 721 
Rents be ee Ret one « 228k 1,908 
Fees and Fines ... one . 4,149 5,094 
Interest on Investments ... oe 150 150 
Incidentals ae ay sie 1,882 464 
Totals... en .., £51,050 £43,938 
ExPENDITURE. 
1911-12. 1912-13. 
£ £ 
The King ... wes Py. Be 240 2,694 
Legislature nt Bed .. 1,180 1,968 
Premier... its ee «= 1,389 1,630 
Governors ... me mak wees 820 481 
Audit ae wis ah ee 190 824 
Customs, Treasury, and Post 

ce... we ate . — 3,885 3,958 
Lands ea os ha w.— 4,807 5,134 
Justice Nd oF aa ve. 1,416 1,644 
Police a ae is w. — 3,878 4,781 
Edueation oF ae Fs 975 3,441 
Band eat se nee a 268 309 
Pensions... ee oi ee 171 195 
Printing Office... aS mt 655 911 
Government Vessels or oe 25681 464. 
Medical... ae Hy ae O82 3,484 

Government Stores See .. = 1,018 


Miscellaneous Aes ie . 1,636 709 
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1911-12. 1912-18. 
£ £ 











“ Toga ma’a Toga”? Kautalia ... 8,169 _— 

Government Buildings ... .. = 3,637 

Works Department uae ae 993 333 

Public Works Recurrent we 2,286 .1,101 

Public Works Non-recurrent ... 5,586 4,436 
Totals... bee -.. £50,011 £38,497 








In the years previous to 1911-12 interest on investments was 
brought to account under the head ‘‘ Incidentals.’’ The receipts 
under that head during 1911-12 included the sum of £250 in 
respect of assistance rendered to the steamship ‘‘ Boveric ’’? when 
stranded on the Makahaa Reef, and also the sum of £400 as an 
overpayment recovered, the corresponding amount being included 
in the item of expenditure ‘‘ Toga ma’a Toga ”’ Kautaha, £8,169. 

The revenue for 1912-13 shows a general decrease as compared 
with that for 1911-12, consequent on the effects of the hurricane 
which visited the Group on the 30th January, 1912. The dis- 
trict of Haabai suffered most. ‘I'he excess of revenue over expend- 
iture, however, was £5,440, notwithstanding that the sum of 
£4,435 was spent on Public Works Extraordinary. 

The following is a statement of the revenue and expenditure 
for the five years 1908 to 1912-18 : — 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ 
1908 ... ue me 35,592 42,142 
1909 ... ey ee 40,456 34,739 
1910 ... Pan ee 44,007 42,617 
1911-12 ed fe 51,050 50,011 
1912-13 1 es 43,938 38,497 


The excess of assets over liabilities on 31st March, 1913, was 
£24,093. 





I1.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


Taports anp Exports. 


(exclusive of specie) for the five years 1908-1912. 











Year. ; Imports. Exports. | Total Trade. 
| £ £ i £ 
1908... aes eae rectal 98,166 132,272 - | 231,438 
1909... ats aa teen 154,870 217,155 372,025 
1910. wet oe azet'| 160,543 | 245,946 406,489 
1911, 182,122 | 240,103 422,225 
1912 169,472 | 216,511 385,983 
| I 
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Value of Specie imported during the five years 1908-12. 


£ 
1908... See ea .. 10,700 
1909... at Ps + 50,093 
1910... ae re .. 52,765 
1911... an ais s 40,979 
1912... os Hus . 28,540 


Table showing Values of Imports from Foreign Countries for the 
five years 1908-1912 





— 1908. 1909. 1910. ; 1911. 1912. 





£ | £ £ £ £ 
Australia wees | 84,095 51,425 | 44,388 | 52,870 | 50,045 
New Zealand ... .. «| 43,992 | 68,305 | 78,160 | 85,635 827826 
Germany A ; | 15,591 | 16,678 | 17,466 | 14,743 
Fiji 7,022 | 7,964 | 6,861 3,745 





2,482! 5852 | 6809; 9649: 9,861 


United States ... } 
1,419 | 2306) 3455] 5570) 3,449 


United Hipedom 























Samoa... : | 1,041 | 3,858} 2,103 | 2,549} 3,186 
Other Countries  .. .. | °'69| ° 511] 1,027 1,522 | 1,617 
| 

Totals ... —._ | 98,166 | 154,870 | 160,584 | 182,122 | 169,472 





Comparative Statement of the principal articles imported during 
the years 1911 and 1912. 


1911. 1912. 
£ £ 

Bags 5 aes jan 4,562 5,044 
Beer, ale, and porter oe she 1,635 2,071 
Biscuits ae sas cs wat 6,919 8,529 
Boats is Sy po ste 38,441 1,648 
Boots and shoes ... ath 14 1,614 759 
Butter... eis eee wes 1,888 1,286 
Cement ... ot ae 1,475 467 
Cigars and cigarettes ay see 505 638 
Cordage and rope ial ae 1,572 1,185 
Drapery aes a he w. 44,129 31,719 
Drugs a 1,155 - 726 
Fish, dried, preserved, 4 “and salt 6,264 6,238 
Flour =D 6,768 10,506 
Furniture ris zat ies 1,878 1,953 
Galvanized iron ... ane 4,125 4,545 
Galvanized manufactures ted 2,579 3,097 
Hardware ae mes ats 6,464 7,090 
Ironmongery mG nee 1,729 980 
Leatherware, all ‘kinds a ae 2,257 1,709 
Live stock ee a sed 1,058 1,188 
Machinery © a Rs oes 1,013 1,282 
Meats en Sv ey .. 18,951 15,043 
Oil, kerosene... So ne 2,871 2,147 


Oil, other — a a 1,184 1,157 
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Pickles and oilstores 

Produce 

Soap 

Spirits 

Sugar... 

Timber, dressed . 

Timber, rough 

Tobacco 

Vehicles os 
Waters, aerated ‘and mineral oe 
Wines 


1911. 
£ 
4,909 
1,653 
1,661 
1,292 
4,476 
8,342 
5,360 
1,429 
4,400 
931 
381 


2 


1912. 
£ 
4,817 
3,160 
1,585 
1,690 
6,591 
7,709 
4,188 
1,394 
4,472 
1,123 

331 


Comparative Statement of the principal articles eaported during 


the 3 years 1911 and 1912. 























1911. 1912. 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
f £ £ 
Copra ... Tons | 12,721 | 231479 | 11,120 | 209,567 
Fruit 1. ». Packages | 41,115 5,545 7.240 1379 
Fungus » Tons 8 | 356 9 268 
Live Stock «» Head 217 730 333 1,469 
Whale Oil... .  Casks 68 203 59 | 125 
SHIPPING. 


Statement showing the nationality, number, and tonnage of 
foreignu-going merchant vessels entered in 1911 and 1912. 





























Port. Nationality. 1911, 1912 
@ Ne ra No. of 
Steamers. v eae a6 jg, Lonnage. Vessel g,| Tonnage. 
j 
Nukualofa British 22 48,366 14 29,060 
Vavau... 95 25 | 53,984 : 23 | 36,664 
Total 47 | 102,350 | 37 65,724 
| at te Pee = 
Sling. Vessels. ! 
Nukualofa ' British... 5 695 | 3 447 
5 American 2; 1,081 | — 
Haabai 9 era i 398 | 1 683 
3 Norwegian | 1 799 | _ — 
ii German...) — _ i 1 | 37 
Vavau... : op = a — | 1 | 37 
Gunes American | — — dh 281 
Total | 9 2,973 | 7 1,485 
i H 
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1911. 1912. 
Port. Nationality. eo ; | ra a Se a 
0. 0: 0. of |, 
Vessels, | TOMAS: | Vessels, |! Tonnage. 
Auxiliary Schooner. | 
Nukualofa .. «| German...) — | — 1 37 
| | 67,246 


Total Shipping entered ... | 56 | 105,828 45 





Statement showing the nationality, niimber, and tonnage of 
foreign-going merchant vessels cleared in 1911 and 1912. 









































Port. Nationality. 1911. 1912. 
£ Sasa ose tN. era =| i 
. No. of 
Steamers. Nos OE Tonnage. | yaad Tonnage. 
a = I 
| 
Nukualofa ... «. | British ... 23 58,158 18 35,505 
Vavau vie Se a ass 94 | 44/193 22 | 30,260 
Totals ck Oe ae 47 | 102,851 40 | 65,765 
i i 
‘capes (at aks eck Baten 
Sailing Vessels. \ 
Nukualofa... + | British ... 4 596 3 447 
Haabai wee | American | : 398 1 683 
* vee | Norwegian | = — _ 1 799 
Vavau 6 «| British ... 1 99 1 149 
” oe + | American _ — 1 281 
Total ... et ee weet 6 1,093 7 2,359 
‘ fone (eace [ ig 
Auxiliary Schooner. ! 
Nukualofa .. ... | German ... ae Jie 5a | 37 
Total Shipping cleared... | 53 103,444 48 68,161 








Agriculture and Industries—Yhe islands of Tongatabu and 
Haabai were visited by a severe gale on the 9th and 10th of 
February, 1913, which caused considerable damage to the coco- 
nut trees. As a result, the copra crop—the mainstay of local 
prosperity—is hardly likely to be in a flourishing condition before 
the year 1914 is well advanced, and then only if the islands should 
be free from a further calamity during the next hurricane season. 

It is an additional misfortune that the citrus crops have for 
some time past been affected by an insect pest ‘known as the 
“fruit fly.” The soil of the several islands of the group is 
eminently suited for orange culture, and there appears to be no 
reason why this fruit, under careful management, should not 
become an important subsidiary industry. At present, however, 


TONGAN ISLANDS PROTECTORATE, 1911-12 anp 1912-13. 9 


owing to the presence of the pest mentioned, it is practically 
excluded from the Australian and New Zealand markets. 

The banana is another industry which is capable of develop- 
ment, and is one to which particular attention is being paid by 
the Agricultural Adviser (Mr. W. B. Rawson). Several 
thousand plants of the Gros Michel variety were introduced from 
Fiji_in the early part of the present year. They have been 
established at the Agricultural Station at Vaikeli, about four 
miles from Nukualofa, and promise good results. The distribu- 
tion of plants from these nurseries should in course of time 
exercise a marked influence on the improvement of the cultivation 
of the fruit. 


Land.—Under the constitution of Tonga, all land is the property 

‘ of the King, who may at pleasure grant one or more hereditary 

estates to the nobles and titular chiefs or matabules. The sale 

of land is prohibited. Foreigners can obtain leaseholds through 

the Minister of Lands. he rental for agricultural areas varies 
from 4s. to 6s. an acre. Labour is scarce. 


MI.—LEGISLATION. 


‘Thirty-five laws were passed by the Legislative Assembly of 
Tonga during the session of 1912. Most of these amended pre- 
vious legislation, but several new laws were placed on the Statute 
Book, including the Companies Act, 1912, and a law to prohibit 
mortgages or liens on growing crops. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


During a part of the year 1910-11, all the Government schools, 
with the exception of the Tonga College, were closed and the work 
of primary education was thrown on the missions. The expendi- 
ture on education during that period was £975. As the missions 
did not take up the work laid down in 1910, it was found necessary 
to re-open the schools in 1912-13, and the expenditure for that 
year amounted to £3,441. 

On the 31st of December, 1912, there were 54 Government and 
12 Roman Catholic Schools, with an attendance roll of 4,043, 
as follows : — 





Government Schools... oe we 3,466 
Roman Catholic (aided) eee ae 577 
Total os v. — 4,043 


Seventy-three teachers were employed, 59 in the Government 
schools and 14 in the Roman Catholic. 
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At the close of 1912, 85 students were on the attendance roll 
of Tonga College, and the teaching staff consisted of one European 
and five native masters. On 30th August, 1918, the number on 
the roll was increased to 155, and two additional European 
teachers were employed. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Hosrrrars. 


A hospital, in charge of a European medical practitioner, is 
established in each of the Islands of Tongatabu, Haabai, and 
Vavau. Tongans receive free treatment. 

There is a dispensary at Mua (Tongatabu) and another in the 
island of Niuafoou. Each is in charge of a native medical 
student. 

It is the intention of the Government to open other dispensaries 
in the near future, and native students are being trained at the 
hospitals for the purpose of acting as dispensers. 

The medical officers pay periodical visits to the villages and to 
outlying islands. Owing to the state of the roads it is not 
practicable for them to visit many villages during the rainy 
season. 

The missionaries render useful service in treating minor ail- 
ments and advising patients when it is necessary to seek medical 
advice. 


Gaots. 


There are ten gaols—three at Nukualofa (one for males, and 
two for females); one at Haabai (general); three at Vavau (one 
for males and two for females); and one (general) at each of the 
islands of Kua, Niuafoou, and Niuatobutabu. 


VI.—JUDICIAL. 


PortcE Courts. 


During 1912, the Police Courts dealt with 10,256 criminal 
cases (under which head are included all petty offences, quasi- 
criminal cases, and offences against town regulations), as against 
9,750 in 1911. 

The Police prosecuted in 3,533 cases in 1911, and in 2,867 in 
1912. The number of acquittals in the former year was 648, and 
in the latter 480. The offences for the most part comprised 
breaches of town regulations, but they also included larceny, the 
drinking of intoxicating liquor, cruelty to animals, prison-break- 
ing, killing fish with explosive, offences against the agricultural 
laws, laziness, and breaking the sabbath. 
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The number of civil cases heard in the Police Courts in 1912 
was 742, showing a decrease of 621, as compared with the number 
heard in 1911, which was 1,363. 

There were few appeals to the Supreme Court from the decisions 
of the Magistrates. 


Supreme Court. 
The following return shows the number and the nature of the 


criminal cases tried in the Supreme Court of Tonga, in the years 
1911 and 1912:— 


Year. Year. 

Offences. 1911. 1912. 
Incest ... eri =f sa —_ 1 
Perjury oe on 1 1 
Grievous bodily harm 2 4 
Forgery ey, ae — 1 
Slander ... it _ 
Rape ; 1 1 
Larceny ate ves 2 1 
Making land agreement ] — 
Embezzlement ... ee 2 — 
Shooting with intent ... — 1 
Totals 10 10 








There were three acquittals in 1911 and three in 1912. 

In addition to 10 criminal, 21 civil, 104 divorce, and 31 appeal 
cases which came before the Supreme Court in 1912, the Court 
dealt with 311 applications for exemption from payment of the 
poll-tax, consequent on the prevailing bad crops and scarcity of 
copra. Of these applications, 289 were granted in whole or in 
part. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


Poruxation. 


The estimated population of Tongan subjects on 31st December, 
1911, was 22,346, and at the end of 1912, 22,527, distributed as 
follows :— 





Tongatabu and Eua_.... as vee 9,843 
Haabai_ ... ea sa Sa . 8,966 
Vavau... mee ick ie .. 5,382 
Niuafoou ave Bea oe co wal ylog' 
Niuatobutabu ... ue sais i TAT 

Total ... 22,527 





The birth-rate for 1911 was 33°51, and for 1912, 32°76 per 1,000. 
The death-rate for those years was 29°76, and 24°72 per 1,000, 
respectively. 
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In 1912, 278 marriages were registered, as against 302 in 1911. 
These figures include marriages between foreigners and Tongans. 
The following table shows the number of births, marriages and 
deaths registered in the Supreme Court of Tonga during the five 
years, 1908-12 :— 





























Year. Births. Marriages. Deaths. 
1908 796 266 570 
1909 764 290 442 
1910 730 322 451 
1911 <sbl, ass, dee Pose na) TAB 302 665 
VODZ oe see nee ane nee 788 278 BBT 
Totalssa.0 © 8,. “fa os 3,776 1,458 2,685 
senigese tack Me. ee 5 | 201 537 





Pusiic Hrarru. 


Tonga enjoys the inestimable blessing of freedom from malaria. 


CrIMare. 


There does not appear to have been any proper record of 
meteorological observations in the past. very care, however, 
is now being taken by the Director of Education (Mr. H. W. 
Gould) to secure full and accurate records in Tongatabu for the 
current year. 

The return relating to rainfall is deemed te be so um: ble that. 
it is not furnished. The following record of observations, how- 
ever, although incomplete, may be taken to be approximately 
correct as showing variations in temperature and atmospheric 
pressure during the year 1912:— 








| 














Temperature. Barometer. 
ie 

Maximum. | Minimum. j Maximum. | Minimum. 
January abe oe No records taken. i 
February see eer 87-0 68°0 | 29°76 | 29°42 
March ... we ae 87:0 64°5 | 29°74 29°44 
April sch 9 tian 85-0 62-0 29-900  —- 29-32 
May .. wee “ 85-0 60-0 30°62 | 29°64 
June ... Se ae 84°5 52°0 30°82 29°12 
July .. toa vce No records taken. | 
August 84°5 46:0 | 30°65 | = 29°33 
September 79-0 52-0 | 30°98 | 29°56 
October ove ave 80-0 52-0 | 30°47 29°17 
November... ert 84-0 615 . | 30°45 | 29-10 
December... se 88-0 61°5 i 80°45 | 29°13 
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VIII.—POSTAL SERVICE. 

The revenue of the Post Office for 1912, was £721, as against 
£909 in 1911. 

There are no separate figures for its expenditure, which is 
merged in that of the Custom House, the two departments being 
conducted in the same offices by the one staff. 

The Government pays no mail subsidies, and expends practically 
nothing on the local conveyance of mails. 

Tonga is not in the Postal Union. 

Telegraph and telephone services are, as yet, non-existent. 
Telegrams can only be received and sent by post via Auckland 
and Sydney, or by the ‘‘ wireless ’’ system when the steamers of 
the Union 8.S. Company of New Zealand happen to be in the 
ports. 

British, foreign, colonial and interinsular mails are conveyed 
by the steamers of the Union Company, by means of a fortnightly 
service between Sydney and Auckland, via Fiji and Samoa. 

The local interinsular mail, passenger, and traffic service is also 
almost entirely performed by the Union Company’s vessels, which 
call at each of the three island groups, Tongatabu, Haabai, and 
Vavau. Two outlying dependencies, the islands of Niuafoou and 
Niuatobutabu, are served, intermittently, by a trading schooner 
from Auckland and a small steamer from Samoa, via Vavau. 

The only concession received by the Union Company, in return 
for its carriage of the mails, lies in a remission of pilotage and 
shipping dues. 

Money order conventions exist between the Kingdom and the 
Commonwealth of Australia, the Dominion of New Zealand, and 
the Crown Colony of Fiji. No convention has been established 
with the United Kingdom and foreign countries; but money 
orders from those countries are sometimes forwarded by the Post 
Offices of Auckland and Sydney. 

The transactions in connection with the money order system for 
1911 and 1912 were as follows :— 

Money Orders issued by Tonga. 

















—— On On On 
Lear, New Zealand. Australia. Fiji. Total. 
£ £ £ £ 
{911 9 ai xe 7,735 4,550 88 12,373 
1912s Ble ais 8,846 5,226 361 14,433 
Money Orders drawn on Tonga. 
; By By By 
Year. New Zealand. Australia. Fiji. Total. 
£ £ £ £ 
1911 ae nee 267 189 9 465 
1912 tes ae 197 225 12 434 

















An intérinsular postal note system is in process of establishment. 
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IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


It is recognised by the Government that the question of im- 
proving and extending the road system demands attention, and 
the matter is receiving consideration. With the exception of a 
few miles of metalled highway, the only means of communication 
on land is by natural-soil roads, which, in the rainy season, render 
transport both difficult and hazardous. 

During the year which ended on the 3lst July, 1918, consider- 
able progress was made in the field and other work of the Survey 
Department, under the guidance of Mr. A. B. Wallace. In 
Tongatabu an area of 12,223 acres was surveyed, comprising 
1,541 abis (country allotments for growing foodstuffs, &c.). 
This work included the surveying and pegging of both old and 
new roads, and was carried out by three surveyors, each of whom 
was assisted by six labourers. The approximate cost of the sur- 
vey was 3s. 6d. an acre, which may be deemed to be satisfactory 
when it is considered that the various sections constituted irregular 
polygons with an average area of less than eight acres. 

A Resident Surveyor was appointed to Vavau, and one to 
Haabai in May, 1913. They are at present engaged in surveying 
the main roads preliminary to undertaking the delimitation of 
the town and country sections. 

Duplicates are made of all plans, and the second copy is placed 
in the strong room of the Treasury, to provide against loss of 
work in case of fire or accident to the originals. 

With an improved road system, and the settlement of the 
boundaries of agricultural and other lands, Tonga will have made 
a distinct advance on the path of progress. 


H. E. W. Granv, 


His Britannic Majesty’s Agent and Consul. 
Nukualofa, Tonga, 
12th September, 1913. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from the sources 
indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
Colony, &e, Year. 


Grenada... ee ane tee wee oes one 1911 
Uganda aes ae ae tee an ae vee 1911-1912 





Mauritius ... ase ove ove erry eee 1911 
Trinidad and Tobago tes ane one ane ee 1911-1912 
British Guiana... tae ae use Se re 7" 

St. Vincent... abe ase ie ate ane ase * 
Barbados... wee eee eae eos ote eae Ha 
Leeward Islands ies jee see wee ae ” 
Straits Settlements oe a <8 or ees 1911 
East Africa Protectorate .., ose tee a se 1911-1912 
St. Lucia... ‘ vee ‘D 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands 1911 
Cayman Islands (Jamaied) vee +» 1911-1912 
Gibraltar... . ne tee Bo as oes 1912 
St. Helena ... ate aye et ae Me a ee 


Weihaiwei ... ate an ae te sey oie 55 
Ceylon ae fee ae nes ae Ne vs 1911-1912 


Sierra Leone oe see vs ve on nes 1912 
Seychelles ... as 3a 08 tee ane oT < 
Somaliland .. Ais ae om a ae se» 1912-1913 
Hong Kong... ose wee tee we 1912 
Turks and Caicos Islands .. eae sd ery AS a 


Falkland Islands ae 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 
Bahamas . . 





Gambia . 
Fiji ... oe ses a se Bee on ” 
Basutoland .. one ees sts ee ah se 1912-1913 
Gold Coast . oes oes ase ase ae one 1912 
Ashanti 


Nyasaland ... Wie hice hae cose d1912-1918 
Bechuanaland Protectorate as a : 

British Solomon Islands ... 
Colonial Survey Committee 


” 
” 
” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &c. Subject. 


West Indies... ts an + Imperial Department of Agri- 
culture. 

Southern Nigeria ... hes +. Mineral Survey, 1907-8. 

St. Vincent .., wen “a .» Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 

Weihaiwei ... ae one +. Census, 1911. 

Northern Nigeria ... aoe . Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 


1908-9. 
Nyasaland... ies aus +.» Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Southern Nigeria ... fee «. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Imperial Institute .., es «. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Southern Nigeria ... ne +. Mineral Survey, 1910. 
West Indies... a ove » Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, &c. 


Southern Nigeria ... ie y+ Mineral Survey, 1911. 
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SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 
(For Report for 1911, see No. 735.) 
Tue Governor to THE SECRETARY or STATE. 
Government House, 
Lagos, Southern Nigeria, 
23rd October, 1918. 
Sir, 


I nave the honour to transmit the Blue Book for the Colony 
and Protectorate of Southern Nigeria for the year 1912, together 
with a report upon it by the Acting Colonial Secretary, Mr. F. S. 
James, C.M.G. 


2. I arrived in Southern Nigeria myself and assumed the 
administration on October 3rd, proceeding to Northern Nigeria 
for the same purpose on the day following. The Railways of 
Northern and Southern Nigeria were amalgamated on rv arrival 
under Mr. Eaglesome, C.M.G. (who was appointed Director of 
Railways and Works for Nigeria) and preparations were made 
for the amalgamation of the Marine and Customs in the Estimates 
of the following year. These Departments were actually amalga- 
mated on Ist January, 1913, and the public debt of both Adminis- 
trations was at the same time unified. These steps were taken 
in anticipation of the complete amalgamation of the two Govern- 
ments, for the carrying out of which you had instructed me to 
submit proposals to you. 


8. The report that I have now the honour to transmit contains 
a record of substantial material progress due to the energy and 
ability of my predecessor, while the last sentence indicates an even 
more satisfactory advance in the relations between the Govern- 
ment and the population of the Central Province. Since I was 
myself so short a time in the country during 1912 I do not propose 
to do more in this despatch than to invite your attention to a few 
salient figures indicative of the progress made in various 
directions. 

4, The population of Southern Nigeria is estimated at about 
72 millions natives and 1,840 Europeans, of whom 1,080 are non- 
officials and 760 officials. There were 26 deaths among the former 
and 9 among the latter during the year (82 and 57 invalidings 
respectively). 

(82824—2.) Wt, 35104688, 1375 & 90, I/l4. D&S, A2 
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5. The trade (exports and imports) of Nigeria by Southern 
Nigeria ports, exclusive of specie and of Government imports, 
amounted to £11,239,000. The revenue of Southern Nigeria 
exceeded all previous years and stood at £2,235,412, to which 
the Customs contributed £1,569,290. Of this latter sum 75 per 
cent. consisted of duties on spirits and tobacco of foreign origin 
and only 9 per cent. on cottons. The Reserve Funds showed on 
December 8ist at £1,132,540, and the Debt at £8,267, 565. Of 
the large increase in the imports 40 per cent. was in respect of 
cotton goods, and there was no increase in spirits. The exports 
suffered owing to a bad rainfall, but the great increase in the 
price of palm kernels on the European markets (double the price 
of 15 or 20 years ago) added to the prosperity of the country. 
The staple exports from Northern Nigeria, tin ore, skins, shea 
and ground nuts, and feathers, showed very large increases, as 
did cotton in both countries. 





6. The examination of the coalfield near Udi was steadily 
undertaken, and drills for boring were ordered with a view to 
ascertaining whether there were any coal measures within a 25 
mile radius of Onitsha, on the Niger. The Government Schools 
showed an average attendance of 3,984 and the Assisted: Schools 
of 11,782, viz., 15,716 in all, an increase of 1,744 over 1911, and 
it is estimated that there are some 30,000 pupils in other schools. 


7. Large sums were spent on sanitation, especially at Lagos, 
and great progress was made. The Postal and Savings Bank 
Departments showed large increases, while the revenue from tele- 
graphs increased by 85 per cent. "There were 2,144 pole miles 
of telegraphs in Southern Nigeria, a total of 4 328 i in Nigeria, 
with 5,167 wire miles (8,700 in Nigeria) and 138 offices. The 
Railway revenne reached £394,919, the working expenses being 
£286, 280, exclusive of interest on capital cost. The Public 
Works Department carried out a very extensive programme and 
much work was done by the Marine Department in clearing and 
opening up waterways, especially in freeing the Niger from 
snags. 

8. The Colony had to regret the departure during the year of 
Sir W. Egerton, who had been Governor for eight years, and 
during whose tenure of office such great strides in commercial 
development have been made and the revenue more than doubled, 


T have, &c., 
TI. 1D. Lucarn, 
. Governor. 
The Right Honourable, 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
&e., &e., &e, 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA, 1912. 


ANNUAL REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR THE 
YEAR 1912. 


FINANCIAL. 


The total actual revenue collected during the year amounted to 
£2,235,412. This figure is the largest on record, exceeding the 
anticipated income as finally revised by the sum of £36,489, and 
showing an increase of £279,236 over the revenue for the year 


1911. The details are as follows :— 
































Head of Revenue. | 1912. 1911. Increase. | Decrease. 
£ £ £ £9 
Customs Duties... ... | 1,569,290 | 1,439,386 | 129,904 es 
Harbour and Lighting D ‘Dues 2,340 2,423 _ 83 
Licences, &.  ... 20,172 19,911 261 — 
ies of C Court, &c. 103,460 | 93,940 9,520 | _ 
18) RTA 14,198 9479 | 
2, 962 2,470 492 | = 
Interest . . 126, 061 53,178 72,883 | _ 
Miscellaneous... 6,884 22,532 — 15,648 
Railway and Tramway 387,311 307,912 79,399 | _ 
Total , 2,235,155 | 1,955,948 | 294,938 15,731 
Land Sales ose on 257 |. 228 29 _ 
Total ue | 2,935,412 | 1,956,176 | 204,967; 15,731 
Loan Expenditure Adjustments | | _ 449,691 _— | 449,691 
| 2,235,412 | 2,405,867 | 294,967 | 465,422 











The percentage of contribution of main revenue heads to total 


revenue was as follows :— 


Custums Duties 
Railway 


Fees of Court, kc. ... 


Licences, &c. 
Postal 


An analysis of Customs revenue gives the following result: — 


Specific Duties 
Ad valorem Duties ... 


The principal articles yielding duty were: — 





1912 WW, 
70°2 136 
173 158 

46 48 
. 0-9 1-0 
0-7 07 

1912. 1911. 

£ i 
1,379,484 1,275,601 
189,806 163,785 
1,569,290 1,439,386 
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Per cent. to 





_ total Customs 1912. 1911. 
Duties. 
\ £ | £ 
Spirits ... one wee eS 64°6 } 1,013,808 | 975,557 
Cotton Goods... A a 9-1 | 143,024 117,007 
Tobacco cen os eee 10°6 | 166,144 | 141,155 





The following figures show total revenue and expenditure for 
the past five years :— 


Reveiue. Expenditure. 

£ £ 
1908... 1,887,975 1,357,763 
1909... 0... 13613891 1,648,681 
LOLO ec ae ve 1,938,235 1,592,282 
1911... mae ... 1,956,176 1,717,259 
1912 ... og vee 2,280,412 2,110,498 


Exclusive of the public debt, the assets of the Colony exceeded 
the liabilities on 31st December, 1912, by £1,182,540, compared 
with a balance in 1911 of £1,007,625. 

The balance of calls on the 1911 loan of £5;000,000 were 
received during the year, bringing the total receipts in respect of 
this loan to £4,875,035. From this sum £1,893,246 has been 
utilised for the services of the redemption of the outstanding 
4 per cent. debentures of the 1908 loan, leaving £2,981,789 avail- 
able for expenditure, of which sum £1,294,570 had been expended 
on 31st December, 1912. The total public debt of the Colony now 
amounts to £8,267,565. 

The total expenditure on‘all heads of service, exclusive of 
expenditure from loan funds on certain specific undertakings, 
amounted to £2,110,498, of which the following are the details : — 





Head of Expenditure. 1911. 1912. | Increase. | Decrease. 





i o£ £ £ 
Charge on Account of Public Debt | 228,042 | 343,440 | 115,398 | 
Pensions and Gratuities... ... | 16,438 | 19,841} 3,403 


[lw 








Governor's Office. ae 9,127 7,688 a 1,489 
Colonial Secretariat - 16,499 16,352 _ 147 
Political and Administrative 83,239 85,659 2,420 — 
Sudicial 0. eae 13,876 15,015 1,139 _- 
Legal esa pita tales wie 3,710 4,435 725 _— 
Treasury ... tee cea on 15,792 15,688 — 104 
Customs. 0. ee | 88810] 43,711 | 4,901 pais 
Postal on. e swe | «16,506 | 17,465 959) 
Telegraphs... ... ce we i 27,683 31,719 4,036 — 
Audit... aes ae ane 8,641 9,163 522 _ 
Printing 0. eee 10,298 | 11,573 975 | — 
West African Frontier Force ... | 91,803 115,967 | 24,164 | me 





Marine... 120,141 | 121,267 | ~ 1,126 
Civil Police 47,959 | 50,677 | —-2,718 


Volunteer Force... we | 2,084 1,535 
eee ose | 
Prisons. ewes | 45636'' = 51,503! 5,867 








Plle 
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Head of Expenditure. 1911. 1912. | Increase. : Decrease. 
i £ £ | £ £ 
Forestry ... ; 15,046 18,453 | 3,407 _ 
Agriculture wee 10,443 12, 505 2,062 _ 
Medical... ... pi par 67,805 74, 127 6,322 _— 
Medical Research . ove his 690 1,434 i 744 _ 
Laboratory... a ns wee | 694 682 ed 12 
Sanitary ... a5, ve ee 5,732 8,384 2,652 _ 
Native Affairs ... wee eee 22,708 22,808 100 — 
Education... 1. 0. se | 27,159 | 35,999 | 8,840 = 
Surveys... Se as the 21,636 23,960 2,324 _ 
Mineral Survey ... ee ane 2,145 1,650 _ 495 
Ganda: fe) Sl a 1,257 1,691 434 = 
Rent a oe 2 Li 2987 23437 190 = 
Charitable ... | 481 754 273 - 
Transport ... ; | 68,020] 73,171 | 5,151 = 
Motor Transport .. 5,882 38,061 _ 2,821 
Contribution to N forthern. Nigeria 70,000 70,000 _ — 
Miscellaneous Services... rh 55,880 40,505 _ 15,375 
Public Works Department Ae 49,979 53,458 3,479 — 
Roads Construction ase | 179 — — 179 
Works and Buildings Annually 31,318 35,578 4,260 — 
Recurrent. | 
iioads and Sridges Annually 18,788 14,301 _ 1,487 
Recurrent. 
Railway... oes Sree yy 175,229 239,943 64,714 _ 
Tramway ... see 3,796 3,628 — 168 
Carter and Denton "Bridges aoe 1,998 1,729 - 269 
Works and Buildings Extraor- 106,412 138,544 | 32,132 - 
dinary. 
Roads and Bridges Extraordinary ; 32,962 35,627 2,665 —- 
Telegraphs Extraordinary if 10,119 32,836 2,717 _ 
Marine Extraordinary ... ae 66,882 59,348 _— 7,584 
Railway Capital Works... .....---49,488. | 163,237 | 113,749 ate 
i i 
| 1,717,259 | 2,110,498 | 423,868} 30,629 
TRADE. 
Gross pee, and Bape (Specie es 
Year. i Imports. | Exports. Total. 
| vi | 
| £ £ £ 
1910 seat 5,122,000 5,258,000 10,380,000 
1911 | 5.234000 5,354,000 10,588,000 
1912 | 5,949,000 5,773,000 11,722,000 
i 





Specie is not included in the above totals, but the figures 
embrace goods and produce passing through Southern Nigeria 
ports to or from Northern Nigeria, and also Government impor- 
tations. They do not, however, include goods and produce in 
transit to or from foreign colonies, 
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Excluding Government importations from the above figures, 
the followiug represent the purely commercial imports and 
exports (Northern and Southern Nigeria together) for each of the 
last three years, specie excluded : — 


Commercial Imports and Exports (Specie excluded). 














Year. | Imports. | Exports. Total. 
£ | £ £ 
1910 4,579,000 5,257,000 9,836,000 
1911 4,726,000 5,353,000 10,079,000 
1912) aes eee 5,467,000 


5,772,000 11,239,000 





In passing, it is of interest to note the average annual value of 
Nigerian commercial imports and exports for the three years 1906- 
1908 was £6,500,000 only, as compared with £10,400,000 for the 
years 1910-1912. 

Tt is impossible to state the exact total value of commercial 
imports and exports to or from Northern Nigeria included in the 
above figures, as an account is kept only of the merchandise 
passiug in or out of the sister protectorate at Idah on the Niger 
River. In addition to such river-borne imports and exports, 
appreciable quantities of goods find their way into Northern 
Nigeria overland vid Lagos. Taking these into account, it may 
be assumed that in the year under review the total commercial 
imports and exports of Northern Nigeria would approximate one 
million sterling. 

Dealing with the trade of Nigeria as a whole, it will be observed 
from the returns quoted that further marked progress has been 
made in the commercial development of this rich country. 
Imports for the year 1912 (excluding specie) were £715,000, or 
14 per cent. in excess of the previous year, which was the best on 
record, and exports showed an advance of £419,000, equal to 
8 per cent. more than 1911. 

Import figures, unless coupled with reliable information as to 
stocks held by the merchants at the beginning and end of a given 
year, are apt to be misleading, as they do not necessarily represent 
actual consumption. It is, however, gratifying to note from the 
returns that 40 per cent. of the total value of increased inward 
shipments during 1912 is represented by cotton goods, whilst there 
is no increase in imports of spirits. 

The following table shows the exports of the principal Southern 
Nigerian products for each of the last three years :— 








a 1912, | 1911 1910, 
| 
Palm kernels, tons... Ms 185,000 | 176,000 173,000 
Palm oil, tons... oe See 77,000 79,000 77,000 
Cocoa, Ibs. us sve | 7,594,000 | 9,859,000 6,567,000 
Bubber, lbs. ... vis ase 1,579,000 2,164,000 | 2,634,000 
Cotton (lint), tbs. Z| 373,000 | g'assioo0 | 2478000 
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It will be observed that, whilst palm oil, rubber, and cocoa show 
decreased exports, palm kernels and cotton were shipped i in larger 
quantities than during the previous year. With regard to the 
cotton crop, it is to be noted that the yield was the largest since 
1909, and that the 1912 output was the second best on record. 
Cocoa, and probably rubber also, suffered from short rainfall, 
which was the smallest for many years. It is difficult to satis- 
factorily account for the falling away by 2,000 tons of palm oil. 
Palm kernels, it will be seen, were, on the other hand, 8,000 tons 
in excess of the previous year. Taking the total tonnage and 
value of palm produce (oil and kernels together), the following 
are the comparative figures for the last three years : — 


Exports of Palm Produce. 


Tons. £ 
1910... £4 w 250,000 4,193,000 
© OED A 8, Me .. 256,000 4,271,000 
1912: “2s: ae .. 262,000 4,452,000 


In addition to the palm oil and kernels exported during 1912, 
it is especially interesting to note that, owing to the establish- 
ment of erughing » on the spot, the fist shipments of kernel 
oil and cattle cake were made from Southern Nigeria, 500 tons 
of kernel oil and 635 tous of cake being exported i in 1912. 

Prices for the principal commodity in ‘the export list, 7.e., palin 
kernels, ruled high in Europe during the year under review, the 
average of £19 15s. per ton being the best on record. Even this 
high average has, however, been considerably exceeded since the 
end of 1912, and during the first half of the current year (1918) 
the average rate in Liverpool has been over £22, or say double 
what it was 15 to 20 years ago. As the total value of palm 
kernels exported during 1912 was 2? millions sterling, or, say, 
practically 50 per cent. of the total Nigerian exports, these 
enhanced and apparently stable values have, needless to say, a 
very marked bearing upou the prosperity of the Colony and Pro- 
tectorate. 

The following table shows the average aunual fluctuation in the 
values of Southern Nigerian staple produce during the last four 
years :— 


| 











— 1912. | 1911. | 1910. ' 1909, 
i 

£sd £8 da £36d.:'£ s..d. 
Palm kernels, per ton ... ow 1915 0 18 6 0 | 19 0 0'15 6 6 
Palm oil, per ton wee 2918 0 3115 0) 33 5 0 2610 0 
Cocoa, per cwt. - 210 6; 2 8 0] 250, 250 
Rubber, “ Lagos ‘Tump,” perlb,. O 2 4/02 2/036 ne 00°52 32 

Cotton, Mid. American, per lb. 646d. | 7-03d. 787d. 550d. 








With regard to thie exports of products which are included in 
the general returns, but which really come entirely or mainly 
from Northern Nigeria, it is most eucouraging to note the follow- 
ing increases in such exports during the year “1912: — 
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£ 
Tin ore... sa 155,000 more than 1911 
Skins and hides ... 81,000 do. 
Shea nuts ae 11,000 do. 
Ostrich feathers ... 10,000 do. 
Ground nuts 8,000 do. 


The total value of these five products exported in 1912 was 
£486,000, as compared with £271,000 only during 1911. 


FORESTRY. 


Examination or Forests. 


The Conservator and his assistants made several tours through 
the Western Province, during the course of which the various 
licensed timber areas and reserves were visited, aud the work of 
the native staff inspected. Owing to the increase of plantation 
work, however, it has not been possible to devote as much time 
to the inspection and exploration of new areas as is desirable 
in this province. 


Early in the year, a tour was mad 
Western Ekiti countries, where some va 


e through the Hffon and 
uable hill forests contain- 


ing mahogany, cedar (Pseudocedrela) and Iroko are still in exist- 


ence. They are, however, rapidly bein 
farmers, a practice that is certain to je 
supply of the country, as some of the 
Western and Central Provinces take t 


g cut down by the native 
opardise the future water 
main rivers of both the 


heir rise in those forests. 


The damage done to the Effon hill forests since a previous visit 


to them in 1910 was very noticeable, 


and the same may be 





remarked of the forests in the Tlesha dis 


trict. 


In the Central Province a large number of licensed timber areas 
were inspected by various forest officers and the work of the 
native contractors checked and a stop put to careless felling and 
the use of the stems of valuable young trees for rollers, a practice 
that was found to exist in some of the areas. In addition to this, 
numerous communal rubber plantations were examined and 
arrangements made for extending them, whilst reserves were also 
visited with a view to checking the wasteful clearing of forests for 
farming purposes. 

My. Hitchens also visited the belts of fringing forests that are 
found along streams in the Onitsha, Awka, Udi, and Idah 
Districts. They were found to contain mahogany (khaya sene- 
galensis) and Ivoko in fair quantities. These areas have beet 
dealt with more fully in other reports aud it is not necessary to 
make any further reference to them here. 

During the year extensive tours were made by the Conservator 
of Forests, Dr. Unwin, through most of the important wooded 
areas of the Hastern Province. 

During May and June a visit was made by the Conservator of 
Forests to the Oban Reserve and thence to Insofan, Ikom, and 
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Ogoja. From the latter place he proceeded to Obudu whence he 
returned to the Cross River through the mountainous tract of 
country (Boki) between that station and Ikom. 


Protection or Forests. 


The protection afforded to certain species of trees in licensed 
timber areas was more or less maintained during the year and, 
with the exception of the Oloke-Meji Reserve, where a fire 
damaged some 23 acres of teak plantation, all the reserves were 
efficiently protected. This is the only class of forest where, owing 
to the prohibition of farming, any real protection is afforded to 
plant growth; unfortunately, as mentioned above, there is but 
little progress to report in the acquisition of such reserves. 


Receverarion oF Forests. 


(a) Natural Regeneration. 


Owing to the exceptionally dry year experienced in the Western 
Province, natural regeneration is said to have suffered somewhat 
in that part of the Protectorate. 

Departmentally, however, much more was attempted in the 
planting line during 1912 than has ever been undertaken before. 


(b) Artificial Regeneration. 


An area amounting to 406 acres was cleared of growth and 2414 
acres of it was actually planted up with Indian teak and other 
trees of economic value. Of this, 2194 acres of plantation were 
still surviving at the end of the year. The balance is largely 
accounted for by the failure of 15 acres at Ibadan from drought 
and 23 acres of teak-at Oloke-Meji from fire. The total cost of 
these operations amounted to £1,252. 

From the Central Province the Conservator of Forests reports 
that 71,786 seedlings of mahogany and other timber trees were 
planted out by licensees in licensed timber areas. 

In the Eastern Province 450 mahogany seedlings were planted 
out by the African Association in licensed timber areas. Timber 
exploitation is in its infancy in that province, hence the small 
results reported. 


Forzst Exrrorration. 
(a) Major Produce. 
Western Province. 


‘he Conservator of Forests reports that in the Western Province 
12 licensed timber areas were worked during the year and that 
18 other licences were granted and completed before the close 
of that period. Five new applications were received, of which 
two were provisionally granted and two were refused by the native 
owners whilst the remaining one is still being dealt with. 

Revenue and royalties.—The figures for the year as compared 
with those of 1911 were as follows : — 
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— | 1911, | 1912. Increase. | Decrease. 











Naas 
£ os. d. £ad) £38 d| £ 8d. 

(a) Fees on export timber | 1,614 4 0 /|3,185 4 0/1,521 0 0! —_ 
(b) Royalties (payable to | 381 0 0| 65710 0} 27610 0 —_ 

natives). 
(c) Fees on local timber | 183 0 0] 66517 0} 48213 0; _ 
(d) Royalties (payable to | 247 8°0] 44413 0/ 19750 — 

natives). 
(e) Timber sales from re- 69 19 4 48 8 5 -_ 21:10 11 

serves. | | 

Total .. ue [2,495 15 414,951 12 5 [2,477 8 0 21 10 it 








‘The total revenue for the year, exclusive of royalties, was thus 
£3,849 9s. 5d., whilst the royalties amounted to £1,108 3s., 
making a total for both of £4,951 12s. 5d. 

The net increase for 1912 amounted to £2,455 17s. 1d., which 
was mainly due to the enhanced prices for timber in home markets 
and a consequent increase in the number of areas exploited. 

A satisfactory increase is also shown in the receipts from timber 
cut for local sales, but this is probably due to more effective super- 
vision by- the forest: staff. 





Central Province. 


In the Central Province 45 licensed areas were worked during 
the year as against 40 in 1911, whilst, mainly owing to the scarcity 
of labour, 32 areas, including 7 abandoned ones, remained unex- 
ploited. 

The revenue derived fom timber during this and the previous 
year was as follows :— 





pees | 1911. 1912. | Difference, 


£ 8d £ os. d. £ d 

Revenue on timber for export + {10,668 2 0 | 11,047 11 0 0 
Revenuo on timber, local sale ee 158 6 0 150 13 6 712 6 
Royalties paid to chiefs and villages | 2,452 18 0 | 2,470 14 6 6 
Half royalties paid to forestry reser - 48 10 0 76 1 «0 0 
vation fund, 





~ 
are 
a 
= 
co 


13,745 0 0 


Total... tee ve» | 13,327 16 0 








The net increase for 1912 thus amounted to £417 4s. 





Exvory or Titper ror tHe wuone or Sournern Niceria purine 
1911-1912. 
The statistics as to the export of major produce (timber) during 
the years 1911 and 1912 for the whole of Southern Nigeria are 
given below. 
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— 1911. | 1912, 
i 





£ £ 
Mahogany sa we logs 13,675 55,575 15,565 78,007 
Ebony ... Ay «tons 75 206 37 103 
Camwood eS ve cwts. 3 2 277 =| 46 


| 
The total values of the export trade in such produce for 1911 
and 1912 are thus £55,783 and £78,156 respectively, 
(b) Minor Produce, 


Taprinc wN THE Ipapan ann Mamu Reserves. 





Operations were started in the Ibadan Native Reserves and the 
Government Mamu Reserves on ihe 22nd June and were continued 
until November. The Funtumia trees were tapped on the half 
herring bone system up to a height of 20 feet and half way round 
the tree, mostly with a slightly improved type of native knife. 
Owing to the small staff available it was not possible to tap all 
the trees even once. let alone a second and third time. during the 
season as was originally contemplated. Coagulation was effected 
by boiling and the rubber turned out was of most excellent 
quality. 

The total amount of wet rubber yielded by the three reserves 
was :—- 


Ibs. 
Mamu Government Reserves... v 2)676 
The Ibadan Native State Reserves ... 2,708 
Total ... ea ... 5,283 Tbs, 


The Conservator of Forests reports that the loss of weight 
(33°73 per cent.) in drying accounted for 1,782 lbs., thus reducing 
the ultimate amount to 3,501 lbs. of dry rubber. Of this 3,485 
Ibs. was Ist quality, whilst there were 66 lbs. of scrap. 

The rubber was sold locally in January of this year, so that the 
receipts do not figure in the 1912 accounts, but it may be as well 
to give the results of the sale here. They are:— 


£ os. d. 
3,435 Ibs. Ist quality sold at 8s. 10d. per lb. ... 658 7 0 
66 ,, scrap cae ss 419 0 
Total... wee ... £6638 6 0 
The amounts have been credited as follows: — 
£ sa. 
To the Ibadan Native State approsimately; 
53 per cent. .. 351 6 6 
To Government, ‘aT per “cent. ie .. 312 0 0 


Total ... Bs ... £663 6 6 
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The total revenue and royalties derived from minor produce 
during the year was as follows :— 


1912. 

£ os. d. 

Fees on rubber licences ... ei .. 1,816 5 0 

Royalties on rubber licences i .» 1,810 15 0 

Rubber sales from reserves ee wee 166 6 9 
Licences for collecting minor produce in 

reserve... sie ine at Se RT 4 0 

Total a ... £2,920 10 9 


In the Oshun River Reserve 242 licences were issued for the 
collection of minor produce, chiefly palm nuts. 


CrntTrAL PRovINcE. 


The total number of rubber licences issued during the year was 
1,008, as against 1,756 in 1911; of the former 766 licences were 
issued to natives and the balance, viz., 242, to foreigners. The 
total royalties and revenue from these licences amounted to £625, 
which sum was equally divided between the two. 

The statement below gives the details of the rubber licences 
issued. 


























No. of No, of Royalties 
cause licences licences to chiefs 
District. inaaad to. (sigdued to. Total. Revenue. and 
natives. | foreigners. villages. 
| 

£ 8s. d.| £ 8s d 
Benin City ae 493: 106 599 176 5 0/176 5 0 
Ifon ove oes 237 117 354 11715 0| 11715 0 
Ishan ar oe 33 15 48 | 1515 0; 1515 0 
Okwoga ... ean _- 4 4 200; 200 
Asaba... oa 3 _ 3 015 0; 015 0 
Total dea 766 242 1,008 312 10 0j| 312 10 0 
Communal Rubber Plantations.—Tapping in the native com- 
munal plantations began on the 13th of May and was carried on 


to the end of October. 
The rubber was sold locally in March of this year and realised 
as follows :— 
: £ os. d. 
2,988 Ibs. of good rubber at 3s. 4d. per lb.... 498 0 0 
43 lbs of tackey rubber at 2s. 10d. per lb 6 110 


Total ... ie .. £504 110 





Of this sum two-thirds, or £336 14s. 6d., is payable to the native 
communities and chiefs. 
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The expenses to Government, apart from thé cost of the super- 
vision, harvesting, and preparation undertaken by the native 
forest staff, amounted to £50 5s. 8d. 


Eastern Province. 


There is but little to report under this head from the Eastern 
Province. The number of rubber licences issued was 64, as against 
63 in 1911. Other products exported were :— 





1912. 1911. 
Piassava fibre... ... 924°82 tons. 199°31 tons. 
Ivory oe as w. 23 ewts. 


The increase recorded under piassava is satisfactory and shows 
that more attention is being paid to this product, for the prepara- 
tion of which an almost unlimited supply of the raw material is 
available in the fresh-water swamps of the country. 


ContEction oF Winn Propvcts. 


Western Province. 


The herbarium at Oloke-Meji was not added to during the year. 
Some logs of teak from trees about 20 years old, cut in Fbute- 
Metta Gardens, were shipped to England for testing, &c., and 
report. The latter has not yet been received. 

Consignments of logs of four species of timber trees, viz.: the 
Emido (Mimusops multinerris), Apa (Afzelia africana), Afara 
(Terminalia superba) and Arere (Triplochiton johnsonii), were 
sent to the Public Works and Railway Departments for trial and 
report. 

The former reported favourably on the Apa and Arere logs and 
stated that there was a good demand for the latter. This wood, 
however, is only suitable for interior fittings and furniture and 
should not be exposed to the weather. The Apa is an excellent all 
round durable wood. 

Central Province. 

From the Central Province several herbarium specimens of 
plants were sent to Kew for identification. This was determined 
in the majority of cases. 

Eastern Province. 

Specimens of the fruit of the tallow tree and flowering speci- 
mens of the so-called bitter kola (Garcinia conrauana), were sent 
to the Imperial Institute and Kew respectively. 

The revenue and expenditure for the whole Colony and Pro- 
tectorate and for the three provinces was as follows :— 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


£ 
Western Province— 
Revenue ... aa ae ne w= 4,058 
Expenditure Aas foe hs .. 14,3815 





Deficit... be se 49 s+ 10,257 
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Central Province— 








Revenue ... aK tae a . = 11,709 
Expenditure... in ies we 2,827 
Surplus ... ach ee eh v. = 8,882 
Eastern Province— 
Revenue ... Fe a we es 423 
Expenditure... ay ae .. 1,811 
Deficit ... a aS 5S ya 888 
Grand Total for Colony and Protectorate : — 
ec 1912. 
£ 
Revenue ... sf on roe .. 17,891* 
Expenditure oh a ae ... 18,453 
Deficit... oie ae os w. £562 





This deficit is mainly due to the loss of revenue brought about 
by a very much smaller number of rubber licences being taken 
out in the Western Province during the year than in 1911. 

If the £312 realised on the sale of rubber prepared from the 
Government Mamu Plantations in 1912, but actually sold in 
January, 1918, is added to the revenue of the former year the 
deficit of £562 is reduced to £250. 


Inapan Native State. 


On the Ist January, 1912, the Forestry Department took over 
charge of the Ibadan Native State Forest Reserves and of the 
whole of the Ibadan forest administration and staff. 

Rubber Tapping.—The rubber trees in the Ibadan Native State 
Reserves near Mamu were tapped during the year and produced 
14,388 biscuits, weighing, when wet, 2,708 lbs. This sold for 
£351 6s. 6d., but as it was not sold until after the end of the 
year the amount does not appear in this year’s accounts. The 
rubber tapping was carried out in conjunction with that in the 
Government Reserve at Mamu, details of which are given in 
another portion of this report. 

The financial results are encouraging but there is as yet no net 
profit. The following statement shows how matters stand :— 


Revenue. 
£ os. d. 
Timber fees = te ae 464 9 0 
Rubber licences ... ao en 116 9 0 
£580 18 0 








* This includes £1,701 received for rubber licences not included under 
provincial details above, 
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Expenditure. 
: £ s. d. 
European supervision ... aoe 150 0 0 
Native staff and other charges ... 998 10 8 


£1,148 10 8 


showing a deficit of £567 12s. 8d. These figures do not include 
the cost of the Tbadan fuel plantation, provision for which is 
separately made in the Estimates. 


AGRICULTURE. 


No records are available regarding the area of land cultivated; 
but it must be considerable, for the diet of the natives is mainly 
of a vegetable nature, and very few vegetable products are 
imported. 

Excluding products of the oil palm, which is not systematically 
cuitivated, the principal crops grown for export are cocoa, cotton, 
maize, ground-nuts, and benniseed. Para rubber is being exten- 
sively cultivated in several districts. 


Cocoa. 


From the figures given below it will be seen that, although the 
exports of cocoa were lower than those of the year 1911, they are 
considerably above those of the preceding three years. The 
falling off in the cocoa crop was due to abnormally small rainfall. 











Year. Lbs. Value. 
£ 
1908... uS ... 8,060,609 50,587 
1909... ees .. 5,019,150 71,916 
TOTO et .. 6,567,181 101,150 
IOEL a en vs 9,858,774 164,664 
dO12 8 at w.  7,9538,711 130,542 
Total for 5 years ... 32,459,425 518,859 
Average for 5 years 6,491,885 108,772 





39,675 cocoa plants and over 12,000 cocoa seeds were distri- 
buted by the Department of Agriculture. 


Corron. 

The quantity of cotton lint exported was 33 per cent. higher 
than the average exports of this staple during the last five years. 
The exports of cotton lint and cotton seed since 1908 are given 
below :— 
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Year. Cotton Lint. Cotton Seed. 
| Value. ; Value, 

Cwis. £ Tons. £ 
1908 eae 20,485 53,316 2,496 | 6,059 
1909 we 44.937 | 103,270 4802 | 11,405 
1910 ae 22,128 78,478 2177 | 5,472 
1911 abe on 19,984 66,935 1,908 | 4,577 
1912 ease nne | 89,043 | 102,982 4,058 | 10,030 
Total for 5 years «. we | 146,577 | 404,931 15,441 | 37,543 
Average for 5 years cre 29,315 80,986 3,088 | 7,509 





264 tons of seed were distributed to farmers for planting 
purposes, 
Maize. 


The quality of maize exported was considerably in advance of 


that exported during the two previous years. This improvement 
was due to the higher prices offered locally for this product. 








Year. Quantity. Value. 
ewts. £ 

1908 Fan bes ... 310,580 51,695 
1909 a la .. 208,260 84,3835 
1910 te ee v  101,917 16,689 
1911 or a ace 17,8387 3,128 
1912 fee me .. 157,979 28,713 

Total for 5 years... 791,078 184,560 








Average for 5 years... 158,215 26,912 





Or SEEns. 
The value of the exports of ground-nuts and benniseed were 
£18,930 and £2,972 respectively, as compared with that of 
£10,377 and £3,742 in 1911. 


EXPERIMENTAL Taprinc oF Para Rupper TREES. 
Para rubber trees are experimentally tapped at Ebute-Metta 
and Sapele, and the yields obtained are given below :— 
Average yield of dry 


Place. Age of trees. rubber per tree, 
lh, O78. 
Ebute-Metta ... ie 20 re 7 4°75 
Sapele. Section I ... 6 sey 1 6°68 
BP ves 6 vis 1 11°87 
TT <5, 6 Wee 1 4:87 


The Department of Agriculture distributed 14,796 plants and 
151,420 seeds of this species. 
SHIPPING. 


The following statement shows the steamers and sailing ships 
entered and cleared compared with the previous year. 
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Entered. Cleared. 





Flag. 1912. 1911. 1912, 1911. 





7 
No. |Tonnage} No. /Tonnage] No. /Tonnage] No. |Tonnage. 
! 





| 
STEAM :— i 
British see | 312 | 470,196 | 349 | 476,175 | 307 | 455,415 | 325 | 439,663 
German s+ | 204 1 352,807 | 197 | 339,507 | 214 | 363,941 | 196 | 340,559 
French ++} 17) 6035] 3] 69293) 21; 74931 3] 6,993 


Dutch eel 2 14, —); — 2; 114 
SaIL :— | 
Norwegian ... 1 548 1* 690 1 548] — _— 




















i 
Total +. | 534 | 829,586 | 552 | 823,409 | 543 | 827,327 | 526 | 787,259 
i 





* This ship was dismantled at Forcados and is now being used as a hulk. 

The following statement shows the value of the trade carried 
by British and foreign vessels during the year compared with 
the preceding year. 





Transit Trade. 





























ees 1912. \ 1911, 1912, | 1911. 
British. | Foreign. | British. | Foreign. |British. |Foreign. British. |Foreign. 
| 
i £ £ £ £ 
Entered | 808,069 | 139,364 | 103,029 | 168,572 | 38,504 
Cleared 1,556,464 | 208,323 | 211,003 | 243,635 | 237-768 
Total... (10,146,754 | 2,878,653 2,865,488 | 847,687 | 314,032 | 412,207 | 276,272 





The percentage of trade carried by foreign vessels during the four years 1909-1912 was 
20°17, 21-2, 21-4 and 18°9 respectively. 

The total merease in value of Southern Nigeria trade for 1912 amounted to £1,447,859 (ex- 
clusive of transit trade), of which British vessels gained £ 1,439,739 and foreign vessels 
gained £8,120. As regards transit trade there was a decrease over 1911 of £26,760, British 
vessels showing 2 decrease of £64,520 and forcign vessels an increase of £37,760. 








LANDS. 


The recognition of the supreme importance of a satisfactory 
policy toward land administration was emphasised by the decision 
of the Secretary of State announced in June, 1912, to appoint a 
committee to enquire into the question of land tenure in certain 
West African dependencies, including Southern Nigeria. 

Many reports have been sent in by District Commissioners, and 
memoranda explanatory of the existing legislation and general 
position of land administration in the Colony and Protectorate 
were prepared. These memoranda and many of the district 
reports were submitted to the Lands Committee. Evidence was 
also taken in Lagos from witnesses representative of the various 
native interests in the Colony, and the original evidence and a 
ceport thereon were also forwarded to the Colonial Office. 
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Two salient points brought out by the various reports are the 
illegality of unrestricted alienation under the native system, and 
the inevitable confusion resulting from the uncontrolled appli- 
cation of the forms and tenets of English law. 

The fact that the Native Lands Acquisition Ordinance applies 
to all three provinces has again been brought to the notice of 
the public by a notification inserted in most of the Gazettes of the 
past year. Leases under the provisions of the Ordinance are, so 
far as is possible, being substituted for leases contracted between 
natives and aliens prior to its enactment. Registration has been 
refused to deeds executed within the protected States where such 
deeds have not been submitted to the Government for approval. 


The intention of the Government in enforcing the Ordinance is, 
by imposing a definite disability upon non-natives, to safeguard 
the interests of the native authorities and to prevent the acquisi- 
tion of native rights over large areas upon terms too favourable 
to the grantees. 

The question of the Govern:nent right to the foreshore on Lagos 
Island is still sub judice, the judgment of the full court in 1911 
in favour of the Government having been made the subject of an 
appeal to the Privy Council. 

A claim by a Lagos White Cap Chief to a large area of mainly 
undeveloped land, on a small portion of which works in connec- 
tion with the construction of the western mole are being carried 
out, was brought before the Supreme Court in March. Judgment 
was given in favour of the claimant. This decision was subse- 
quently upheld in December by the full court, though for some- 
what divergent reasons. One of the judges considered that the. 
claimant could have had no standing had the land in question 
been included in the Cession of 1861. The other two members 
of the court held that the land was included in the Cession of 
1861 but that it was subject to the private rights of the chief’s 
family, which in their opinion were not affected by the treaty of 
1861. 

The cadastral survey of Lagos has been continued during the 
year. Its early completion is very desirable in view of the diffi- 
culties in locating existing holdings, many of which appear to 
have diverged from the correct boundaries and in some cases to 
be supported by inadequate titles. It is also essential that native 
titles dating from a date prior to the Cession of Lagos should be 
properly defined and recorded. s 


The following land titles have been issued during the year :— 











— Nonee Are1. ' Rent. 
Western Province. ac. rds. pls.! £ s. d. 
Government leases... ies ns 18 3s 0 O 132 0 0 
Eastern Province 
Under Native Lands Acquisition 10 2 8 33 78 5 0 
Ordinance. 
Central Province. 
(i) Under Native Lands Acquisition 9 52 0 16 30 12 6 
Ordinance. 


(ii) Government leases eee oa 38 49 3 0 25416 0 
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MINING. 

Under the Mining Regulation Ordinance ten applications were 
received for general prospecting licences, seventeen for exclusive 
licences, and eight for mining leases. No exclusive licence or 
lease was actually issued, a circumstance due in some cases to 
inability on the part of the applicants to prove genuine pro- 
specting under a general licence at a date prior to that on which 
their application was made, or else through failure to comply 
with the Government requirements as to working capital or 
demarcation. No developments of note occurred in connection 
with boring for oil. * 


Company ReGisTRaTIon. 


Ordinance No. VII., passed in March, provided for the regis- 
tration of companies incorporated within the Colony and for the 
filing of certain particulars by others incorporated elsewhere, but 
carrying on. business with the Colony. The Commissioner of 
Lands was appointed registrar in June. No companies were regis- 
tered, but twenty-six firms of British or foreign origin filed 
documents required under section 232 of the Ordinance. 


The principal Ordinances passed during the year under review 
are :— 

1. The Collective Punishment Ordinance, to legalise the imposi- 
tion of fines on towns, villages, and communities and to regulate 
the procedure for the collection thereof. 

2. The Companies Ordinance, for the incorporation, regulation, 
and winding up of trading companies and other associations. 

3. The Peace Preservation Ordinance, to provide for the better 
preservation of the public peace in those parts of the Protectorate 
which are not under absolute control. 

4, The Unsettled District Ordinance, to enable cerlain parts of 
the Protectorate to be declared unsettled districts and for other 
purposes relating thereto. 

5. The Pawnbrokers Ordinance, to regulate the business of 
pawnbroking. 

6. The Liquor (Prohibited Areas) Ordinance, regulating the 
importation, sale, and manufacture of spirituous liquors in areas 
to be hereafter defined. 

7. The Money-lenders Ordinance, to regulate the business of 
money-lending. 


EDUCATION. 


The number of Government schools in the Colony at the end 
of the year was 59. 


22 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


The enrolment and average attendance were as follows :— 


























E t 
prolment aie end Average Attendance. 
Province, 
j 
| Boys, | Girls. | Total. | Boys. | Girls. | Total. 
| t 
; 
Western ove a 914 13 | 927 639 5 644 
Central ay; vee | 2,647 108 | 2,755 1,891 70 1,961 
Eastern ane we | 1,947 53 2,000 1,343 36 1,379 
Total... ... | 5,508 174 | 5,682 | 3,873 11 | 3,984 
| 
The total enrolment in Government schools in the preceding 


year was 5,687. 

The assisted schools numbered 90, as against 115 in 1911, thus 
showing a decrease of 25, consequent upon the withdrawal from 
Government inspection of village schools which were unable to 
fulfil the requirements of the code. The subjoined table gives 
the number of pupils on register and the average attendance in 
the assisted schools. 





Enrolment at the end of Average Attendance. 














the year. 
Province. een ne rant abr ee Sk 
{ 
Boys, | Girls. | Total. | Boys. | Girls. | Total. 
Western eae wee 4,724 | 1,911 6,635 3,515 | 1,420] 4,935 
Central ie 4,366 113. 4,479 | 3,798 90 | 3,888 
Eastern 3,359 953} 4,312 | 2,360 549 | 2,909 




















Total . 4. | 12449} 2,977, 15,426} 9,673 | 2,059 | 11,732 
| 





Notwithstanding the large decrease in the number of assisted 
schools, the enrolment has increased during the year from 14,216 
to 15,426, and the average attendance from 11,732 to 13,050, 
showing a difference of 1,210 and 1,318 respectively. 

The total enrolment for the year of both Government and 
assisted schools was 21,108, (17,957 boys and 8,151 girls) and the 
total average attendance 15,716 (13,546 boys and 2,170 girls). 
The corresponding totals for 1912 were 19,853 and 13,952 respec- 
tively. In comparison with the returns for 1911, there is an 
increase of 1,255 in the enrolment and 1,744 in the average 
attendance. The latter may be regarded as very satisfactory 
compared with 469 in the preceding year. 

In addition to the Government and assisted schools there are 
in the Colony and Protectorate very many which are entirely 
controlled and maintained by the various missionary societies, 
and also a few adventure schools owned by private individuals. 
Returns are not available as to the exact number attending these 
schools, but it may be estimated to be about 30,000. The Niger 
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Mission of the Church Missionary Society, however, have fur- 
nished information regarding their educational work during the 
past year. In the districts of Onitsha, Asaba, Awka, and Owerri 
there were 41 schools, with an enrolment of 4,643 boys and 587 
girls, making a total of 5,230. Of this number 3,800 received 
purely vernacular education. Belonging to this mission there are 
also a number of schools in which the teaching is almost entirely 

- in the vernacular. It is estimated that the inclusion of the 
children attending the latter would bring the total number receiv- 
ing instruction in all the schools of the C.M.S. Niger Mission to 
about 10,000. 

The number of boys attending King’s College, Lagos, increased 
during the year from 48 to 59, including 4 scholars, 7 exhibi- 
tioners and 8 pupils who hold exhibitions under the Hussey 
Charity scheme. The Principal reports that the standard of work 
has steadily improved during the year and that very satisfactory 
progress has been made. 

Evening classes were again held this year at King’s College. 
The course extended for some 17 weeks from the 29th July, and 
the number of teachers who attended was 135. The lectures were 
given by the members of the King’s College staff and the Inspector 
uf Schools. A special class was also held on Saturday mornings, 
by the Superintending Instructor, for clay-modelling and free- 
land and model drawing. Vacation classes on similar lines were 
held in the Central Province at Onitsha in July, when the schools 
were closed for the holidays. Eighty-one teachers of both Govern- 
ment and assisted schools assembled from various parts of the 
province aud the lecturers were members of the King’s College 
staff and others of the department. Members of the Medical and 
Agricultural Departments lectured on hygiene and agricultural 
selence, and a special course of instruction in drawing and wood- 
work was given by the Superintending Instructor of Schools. 

‘The examinations for teachers’ certificates and of pupil teachers 
were held in the month of December at Lagos, Warri, Onitsha, 
Bonny, and Calabar. There were 312 candidates (1083 teachers 
and 209 pupil teachers), of whom 384 teachers and 115 pupil 
teachers were successful. 

Clerical entrance examinations for 3rd class clerkships took 
place in March and September.’ Out of 275 candidates 87 were 
successful, showing an increase over the number entered in 1911, 
which was 159, of whom 54 passed. The clerical promotion 
examinations for second class clerks were held in January and 
July. There were 121 candidates and 22 satisfied the examiners. 
The reports show that in both the entrance and promotion exam- 
inations the standard of work presented is gradually, if slowly, 
improving. 

The Cambridge University Local Examinations took place at 
King’s College, Lagos, in December. The candidates numbered 
62, of whom 26 obtained a pass, including 6 for the Senior Local 
Examination, 8 for the Junior and 12 for the Preliminary. Tour 
of those who obtained the senior certificate are entitled to exemp- 
tion from the whole of Part II. of the Cambridge University 
Previous Examination, and one of them has also qualified for 
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exemption from the Matriculation Examination~of London 
University. 

Evening classes were commenced in April at King’s College 

for the apprentices engaged in the workshops of the Marine and 
Public Works Departments. The classes were held twice a week 
for two hours, and instruction was given by the Science Master 
at King’s College and the Superintending Instructor of Schools 
in practical mathematics, drawing, and elementary mechanics. 
The number enrolled was 102, but the average attendance did 
not exceed 50, owing probably to the fact that some of the appren- 
tices had not a sufficient knowledge of Haelich and ceased to 
attend the classes on that account. 
The 28rd Annual Exhibition of School Work in the Western 
Province and the Competition for the Lady Denton Memorial 
Needlework Prizes took place on the 30th March. The number 
of exhibits was 1,448, an excess of 61 over the preceding year, and 
the total sum awarded in prizes amounted to £80. A similar 
exhibition open to all schools in the Central Province was held at 
Onitsha in December. 

The amount of fees collected in Government schools during the 
year is returned as £1,289 and voluntary contributions amounted 
o £1,620, which sums, in addition to a miscellaneous revenue of 
£194, give a total revenue of £3,103, a slight decrease on the 
previous year, mainly due to a falling off in school fees in the 
Eastern Province. 

The total expenditure under the education estimates amounted 
0 £35,999, being an increase of £8,840 over that of 1911. This 
is attributable to an amount of £15,081 paid during the year in 
respect of grants to assisted schools, of which the sum of £7,866 
returned under the Western Province represents two payments of 
grants for the years 1911 and 1912, the former not having been 
aid during the year in which they were earned. Included in 
this amount also is a sum of £200 towards the expenses of the new 
buildings of the C.M.S. Grammar School at Abeokuta and 
Wesleyan Girls’ High School at Lagos. These schools are not 
‘assisted schools,’’ but the grants were made under the provision 
of section 24 of the Education Ordinance, which empowers the 
Governor to make a direct grant to any school. 











POLICE. 


The authorised establishment on the 3lst December, 1912, was 
1,469, an increase of 81 as compared with the previous year, and 
the actual strength was 1,454. 


The authorised establishment was :— 


European staff... ane oa ks 18 
Native staff oar ae x bas 21 
Rank and file... maven Pees .. 1,480 


Total ... acl .. 1,469 
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The allocation of the actual strength was as follows :— 


Western Province ae ao eon 643 
Central Province oe ere oe 343 
Eastern Province oe wos oe 468 

Total ... ene tis 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


The number of persons apprehended or summoned before all 
the courts was 14,783, dealt with as under : — 





Discharged for want of prosecution ... 702 
Discharged on merit ... 2 vce 1,942 
Summarily convicted ... aes .. 11,658 
Committed for trial... he Sf 486 

Total ie w. 14,783 





Of the number of summary convictions 1,109 were for offences 
against the person, 9 fur malicious injury to property, 20 for cattle 
stealing and arson, 2,654 for other offences against property, 4,412 
tor offences against revenue, laws, municipal laws, &c., and 3,449 
for other minor offences. 

In the superior courts there were 347 convictions, 198 acquit- 
tals, particulars of which are as follows :— 


Offences. Convictions. Acquittals. 
Murder ... 2 an ie .. 118 85 
Manslaughter ... a Se .. 80 10 
Attempted murder... at aa 3 1 
Rape... eee eo roe wwe 5 
Unnatural crimes sa ni sa 1 — 
Theft with violence ... ae one 4. 18 
Other offences against the person ... 28 ) 
Other offences against property ie! ~ 99 3 
Miscellaneous offences jet ee) 88+ 39 


Malicious injury to property oo = 





Total... ve B47 198 


PRISONS. 


In the Colony and Protectorate there were 45 prisons, and 
during 1912 31,893 prisoners passed through the registers. 

Practically all these prisons were inspected and reported upon. 

Health generally has been very unsatisfactory. An outbreak 
of dysentery and an epidemic of chicken-pox occurred in Calabar 
prison during the year. Total number of deaths, 347. 
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Further improvement is expected as buildings are being im- 
proved and new prisons built to replace old ones. 

The expenditure on the prisons amounted to £51,508, and the 
earnings to £31,658, of which £903 was cash. 


GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Western Province. 


Layos Hospital.—The out-patient department of the hospital 
was attended by 5,236 persons (Europeans and natives), whilst 
the in-patient department treated 2,218 persons (Muropeans and 
natives). 

Minor and major operations were performed to the number 
of 353. 

Yaba Lunatic Asylum.—Forty-six cases received treatment, one 
recovered and five deaths occurred. ; 

Yaba Leper Asylwm.—Twenty-three cases were treated. There 
was one death. 

Centrat Province. 


Onitsha Hospital.—The out-patients numbered 5,291, the in- 
patients 1,090. Hight operations were performed. 

Warri Hospital. 489 out-patients attended. In the European 
hospital there were 72 in-patients, with four deaths, and in the 
native hospital 372 in-patients, with 24 deaths. 


Eastern Province. 


Calabar Hospital.—8,056 out-patients sought treatment, whilst 
the European wards treated 182 in-patients, with five deaths, aud 
the native wards 1,194, with 70 deaths. 

Calabar Lunatic Asylwm.—One death occurred among the 25 
inmates of this institution. 

Opobo European Hospital Two cases received treatment 
during the year. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


The native population of Lagos and Bbute Metta in 1912 is 
estimated at 76,000, while that for the whole of Southern Nigeria 
is regarded as approximately 7,856,000, divided in the three 
provinces as follows :— 


Western Province ee ure a 2,151,000 
Central Province re ca ais 2,408,000 
Eastern Province ee 2 thd 3,297,000 


2. The European population consisted of 760 Government 
officials and 1,080 non-officials. 
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3. There were 26 deaths and 32 cases of invaliding among 
uropean nou-officials, and 9 deaths and 57 invalidings among 
Government officials. 


SANITATION, 


During the year 1912, owing to increased interest in the work 
by all concerned and more especially to the frequent and thorough 
visits to most of the European stations and large native towns 
by sanitary officers, the sanitation of the Colony and Protectorate 
showed a decided change for the better, water-supply, disposal of 
refuse and night-soil, prison ventilation and accommodation, the 
housing of Europeans, and mosquito-proofing of houses receiving 
special attention. 

The progress of sanitation las been greatly facilitated by (a) 
the employment of European sanitary inspectors, who have been 
posted in the more important centres, and an increase in the 
number of native inspectors; (b) the framing or alteration of 
Ordinances and Orders in Council with regard to public health 
matters; (c) the prosecution of an active anti-mosquito campaign ; 
(d) the adoption of sanitary schemes suited to various large 
centres; (e) the erection of new infectious diseases hospitals; (f) 
better provision for fumigation and disinfection of buildings, 
&c.; (g) a more thorough and systematic: inspection of the rail- 
way; and (h) the reclamation of swamps. 

As in 1911, the sum of £1,590 was voted for expenditure on 
general sanitary work outside the Lagos sanitary district. 

Vaccination against small-pox was judiciously carried on, there 
being a large increase in the number of successful cases. No 
epidemic, and only few cases of this disease were reported. 

There was no case of plague or yellow fever discovered, but 
provision was made for the possible outbreak of these diseases. 

The general improvement in the Lagos sanitary district was 
very marked during the past year, and much progress las been 
made with the Iju Valley waterworks scheme, which is expected 
to be finished early in 1914. 

The sanitary expenditure during 1912 was £8,384, plus a 
further sum of £14,068, which was used by the Public Works 
Department on drainage, reclamation, mosquito-proofing, and 
other sanitary works. 


POSTAL. 


The number of articles, exclusive of parcels, passing through 
post was 561,863 in excess of the previous year. 

The total number of parcels dealt with was 17,625 more than 
in 1911, and there has also been an increase of 28,535 in the 
number of registered articles. 
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The number of cash-on-delivery parcels and packets received 
amounted to 16,826, the value.of which was £15,465. Of this 
number 13,647 were delivered, and £13,528 was remitted to 
the senders in respect of trade charges thereon. All these parcels 
were received from the United Kingdom. 

There was an increase in money order transactions to the extent 
of £20,339, whilst postal order business was £15,530 in excess 
of the previous year’s transactions. 


SAVINGS BANK. 


The amount deposited in the Savings Bank during the year 
was £29,858, against £26,234 in 1911, an increase of £8,624. 
The withdrawals amounted to £27,483, as against £22,908 in 
1911, an increase of £4,575. 

The Bank held a total of £41,590 for 4,729 depositors on 31st 
December, 1912, as against £38,437 which stood to the credit of 
4,368 depositors on 31st December, 1911. 

The total sum invested on behalf of the Savings Bank by the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies in securities approved by the 
Secretary of State is £34,206. d 

Interest at 2} per cent. per annum computed on various 
amounts deposited during the year aggregated £873, of which 
a sum of £96 was paid to depositors who closed their accounts, 
the difference, viz., £777, being added to capital in favour of 
the remaining depositors. 

The amount realised by interest on invested Savings Bank 
Funds was £1,095. 


TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 


The reconstructed section of the telegraph line between Agege 
and Itori, 26 miles, was connected up in March and the old 
route dismantled. 

Between Ilorin and Jebba two Northern Nigeria postal tele- 
graph wires were transferred to the new telegraph route along 
the railway. One of these wires is now worked direct between 
Lagos and Zungeru with intermediate offices at Oshogbo, Ilorin, 
and Jebba. The other wire was extended from Ilorin to Oshogbo 
and gives communication between Oshogbo, Offa, Ilorin, Jebba, 
Pateji, and Lokoja. 

On Ist February, 1912, the entire maintenance of telegraph 
and telephone poles, wires, and instruments, including electric 
staff, between Iddo and Minna, were handed over to the Telegraph 
Department. The scale of rent to be paid by the railway was 
fixed at 25s. per wire mile per annum to include renewals, and 
£5 per instrument. 

The Lagos-Meko line was extended to meet the French West 
African system, and a junction was made at the River Yewa 
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four miles west of Meko. In August signals were exchanged 
between Lagos and Porto Novo (Dahomey) but the line was not 
opened for traffic. 

The Lagos-Akado-Epe line was extended and a telegraph office 
opened in March at Ijebu-Ode. 

A third wire was erected between Benin City and Agbor and 
direct working was established between Benin City and Lokoja 
via Ubiaja and Egori. The additional wire has proved of great 
benefit in dealing with traffic between Lokoja, Onitsha, Burutu 
and other Niger River stations. 

A consignment of 12,000 yards of river cable for the Niger 
River crossings at Agenebode-Idah and <Asaba-Onitsha was 
received, but upon being tested it was found that the insulation of 
the whole consignment was defective. Enquiry was made and 
after some difficulty it was eventually discovered that the ship in 
which the cable was originally shipped had been on fire and 
the cable had. been subsequently transferred to another ship. 
There were no outward visible signs to show that the cable had 
been damaged but the heat had evidently destroyed the insulation. 
A claim was submitted for the damaged cable and an order placed 
for a new consignment. 

The telegraph main line was diverted to follow the new road 
between Asaba and Issele. } 

The telephone system at Lagos was extended to Apapa and the 
railway, Ebute-Metta, exchange was transferred to the Telegraph 
Department. 

There were 37 additional connections to the Lagos exchange, 
making the total number of telephones connected 167. The 
public subscriptions increased from £396 to £489. 

A small exchange with ten subscribers was opened at Ibadan. 

Instructions were received to open telephonic communication 
between Asaba and Ogwashi-Uku. The distance is 20 miles and 
it was found possible to utilise the telegraph poles for about 11 
miles. Telephonic communication was established in December. 

The Warri telephone exchange has been appreciated and eight 

public subscribers were added during the year. 
_ At Calabar there was an increase during the year of six public 
and ten official subscribers to the telephone exchange. At the 
end of the year there were 53 public instruments and 61 official 
instruments in use. 

There was an increase of one subscriber to the exchange at 
Opobo, making the number of instruments in use, public, 18 
instruments. official, 10. 

In addition to the telephone exchanges at Lagos, Ebute-Metta, 
Ibadan, Warri, Opobo, and Calabar, there are smaller telephone 
systems at Abeokuta, Ovo, Oshogbo, Ilesha, Onitsha, Itu, Afikpo, 
and Obubra. 

The telegraph and telephone systems in Southern Nigeria at 
the end of the year consisted of 2,144 pole miles, including 57 
miles of river cables, and 5.167 wire miles, which, linked with 
Northern Nigeria, gave a total mileage at the end of the year 
of 4,328 pole miles, with 8,700 wire miles and 188 telegraph 
offices. 
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In Southern Nigeria there was an increase of 87,388 telegrams, 
or 17 per cent., and an increase of £1,143 in paid telegrams, or 
19 per cent. There was an increase of £662, or 16 per cent., in 
cablegrams handed in at Southern Nigeria telegraph offices, and 
an increase of £2,888, or 40 per cent., in cablegrams handed in at 
Northern Nigeria telegraph offices for transmission vid Lagos. 

The paid telephone service shows an increase in paid subscrip- 
tions of £399, or 38 per cent. 

The revenue increased from £20,645 to £27,473, an increase 
of £6,828, or 35 per cent., and the expenditure from £27,683 to 
£31,718, an increase of £4,035, or 11 percent. The large increase 
in expenditure was due to the transfer of the railway telegraph 
maintenance staff to the Telegraph Department during the year. 


RAILWAY. 


During the year 1912 the Lagos Government Railway, from 
Iddo to Minna, was amalgamated with the Baro-Kano Railway, 
including the Bauchi Light Railway, from Baro to Kano, the 
junction of the two lines being at Minna (mile 467), under the 
name of the Nigerian Railway, the actual unification taking place 
on October 8rd. The gross revenue for 1912 for the Nigerian 
Railway amounted to £394,919, the working expenses to £236,280, 
and the net revenue to £158,639. The number of passengers 
carried in 1912 was 870,626, yielding a revenue of £96,512; the 
number of third-class passengers was 844,067. The tonnage of 
goods carried in 1912 was 328,329 tons, earning £291,985. For 
the Lagos Harbour Works scheme 159,982 tons of stone were 
brought down. 

The above figures are for the amalgamated railways, and the 
following shows the separate results of the working for the Baro- 
Kano Railway and Bauchi Light Railway (nine months only in 
the latter case):—The working expenses for the Baro-Kano line 
(£108,648) exceeded the gross revenue (£90,422) by £13,221. 
The number of passengers carried was 84,819, bringing in a 
revenue of £13,298; third-class passengers numbering 82,726. 
The goods revenue was £69,971: 24,413 tons having been carried. 
For the nine months of the Bauchi Light Railway the net revenue 
earned was £6,773, the gross revenue totalling to £18,723; work- 
ing expenses amounted to £11,950. This branch carried 22,965 
passengers in 1912, of which 22,170 were third-class; the receipts 
for this traffic came to £2,448. 5,456 tons of goods were carried, 
earning a revenue of £14,902. The total mileage open for traffic 
at the end of the year was 912 miles. 





MOTOR SERVICE. 


The Ibadan-Oyo Road motor service was taken over by the 
railway on the Ist June, 1912. The working results show earn- 
ings £2,731 against working expenses of £2,895, or a net loss 
for the seven months of £164. 
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WATERWAYS. 
Western PRovINcE. 


Owing to the abnormal rise of the water throughout the sudd 
region early in September several very heavy blocks of sudd 
formed, which completely closed the launch route to navigation 
for the time being. By the end of October these waterways 
were again opened for traffic. Clearing work was carried on to 
the end of December, widening and improving the varions 
channels, 

CENTRAL Province, 


The Niger River waterway parties commenced work on the 
5th June at Idah and cleared down stream; the river being 
exceptionally low, every snag between Idah and Abo was easily 
removed. Work was continued till the end of July. 

The Omerum River was cleared from Onitsha to the entrance 
of the Mamu River. The Mamu River was cleared to the Awka- 
Udi Road, and, although the clearing did not admit of launch 
navigation, 15 tons of coal were actually brought down from 
Amansim to the Niger in steel poling canoes in June. 


Eastern Province. 


The Ota—Minni River channels were widened and underwater 
growth cleared as far as Nekede. Two months’ work was carried 
out in the River Imo. 

The Azumini or Aba River was cleared from the source of the 
river, which is some five miles above the town of Aba, to its 
junction with the Imo River. Work was carried on in Stubbs 
Creek from January to April. It has been decided, however, to 
abandon the scheme of opening up this connexion between the 
Calabar and Kwa—Ibo Rivers owing to the heavy cost of main- 
taining a navigable route through such swampy country, 


MARINE SERVICES. 


In the Western Province there were two mail transport services. 
(‘) Lagos—Porto-Novo Weekly Mail and Transport Service 
between Lagos and Porto-Novo, calling at intermediate 
ports. The total number of passengers carried during 

the first ten months of the year was 5,104. 

(77) Lagos—Siluko—Sapele Weekly Mail and Transport 
Service between Lagos and Sapele, calling at inter- 
mediate ports. The total number of passengers car- 
ried during the year was 6,450. The Lagos—Porto- 
Novo Service was discontinued in November in 
favour of one run by the Chargeurs Réunis, a French 
shipping company subsidised by the French Govern- 
ment. 

In the Central Province there are two mail and transport 
services : — 

(i) The Forcados—Burutu—Warri Service. 

(7) The Forcados—Koko—Sapele Service. 
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21,289 passengers and 1,287 tons of cargo were carried during 
the year. 
In the Eastern Province the services maintained are :— 
The Cross River Mail and Transport Service and the Akassa— 
Bonny—Opobo Mail and Transport Service. 
(i) The Cross River Mail and Transport Service is run 
weekly by stern wheelers between Calabar and Ikom. 
During the dry season months the mail service is 
carried on by shallow draught motor launches, the 
river above Itu not being navigable for any vessel 
drawing more than 12 to 18 inches. 14,249 passengers 
and 1,571 tons of cargo were carried during the year. 
(it) The Akassa—Bonny—Opobo Mail and Transport Service. 
This service is now entirely carried out by motor craft. 
10,822 passengers and 1,112 tons of cargo were carried 
during the year. 


ROADS AND WORKS. 
Roads. 


WESTERN PROVINCE. 


The total length of roadways in Lagos which have been re- 
surfaced and repaired with laterite amounted to about 6} miles. 

Several new laterite roads have been constructed, as follows :— 

Road from Five Cowrie Creek to Golf Links Road. 

Marina from King’s Street to Freeman Street. 

Road across Golf Links to McGregor Canal completed. 

Martin Street, Kosoko Street, &c. 

Two laterite roads across Ikoyi Plains; one from McGregor 
Canal Bridge to the New I. D. hospital about 2 miles in length, 
and the other branching off from it near the Hausa Lines, making 
due east towards Ikoyi Village. 

Isheri Market Road, 5 miles 25 chains of road completed. 

Papalanto—Agbesi Road, 1 mile 75 chains of road completed. 

Opelifa—Alagada Road, completed. 

Eruwa—Lanlate Road, completed up to 14 miles 10 chains 
from Eruwa Station. 

Otta Road, 2 miles 72 chains completed. 

Ede—Ife Road, 8 miles of this road constructed, with bridges 
and culverts for the first 3 miles. 

Iseyin towards Shaki, 164 miles of road made by the Public 
Works Department, 27 miles carried out by the District Commis- 
sioner, Oyo; 16 iron culverts constructed. 

Egerton Road completed. 

Oshogho—Ogbomosho Road, 17 miles 72 chains formed; 6 miles 
62 chains laterited; culverts and bridges completed up to 14 
miles. 

Ikirun—Ila Road, metalling completed. 
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CentraL Province. 


Onitsha—Awka Road completed. A number of extra culverts 
put in and the bridge at the 17th mile widened. Throughout 
the year there was continuous motor traffic running. 

A large amount of minor road and bridge works have been 
carried out, the most important being Benin City—Agbor Road, 
three screw pile bridges completed and new approach deviation 
made, also about eight miles of road regraded and surfaced, 
Sapele—Kwale Road, screw pile bridge erected. Orashi Bridge. 
a screw pile structure on five spans with reinforced decking. 
Bridge over Okija River, a reinforced concrete structure. 

It is now possible to motor in a light car from Warri to Sapele. 
Benin City, Kwale, Agbor, and Asaba on the west side of the 
Niger, and on the east side from Onitsha to Awka and Udi, and 
from Onitsha to the boundary of the Eastern Province in the 
direction of Oguta. A short link is being constructed to connect 
with the Eastern Province roads, and when this is finished it will 
be possible to continue the journey to Itu. 


Eastern PRovIncE. 


Marina at Bonny, constructed. 

Bridges on Oron—Eket Road and over Calabar Canal. 
Improvement to Obubra—Abakaliki Road, 
Improvement to Azumini—Opobo Road, 


Works. 
WESTERN PROVINCE. 


Lagos District :— 

Government offices, completed. 

Machinery and buildings, P.W.D. yard, frame work of first 
half of the factory, completed. 

Golf links drainage, completed. 

Race course drainage, outfall and mainland drains, com- 
pleted. 

Oke-Suna reclamation handed over to the Marine Depart- 
ment. 

New post office, half the iron work erected. 

Bonded warehouse, completed. 

Four double bungalows for W.A.F.F., completed, 

Quarters for five officers, completed. 

Double bungalow, Apapa, completed. 


Tbadan District : — 
Extension to post office, completed. 
Garage, Public Works Department, completed. 
Improvement to water supply. 
Quarters for clerks, Moor Plantation, completed. 
Bungalow, Moor Plantation, built. 
Quarters for postal clerks, completed. 
Native court house, completed. 
Store and strong room, completed, 
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CentraL Province. 


Warri: — 
Medical office, built. 
Customs House, built. 
Forcados : — 
Semi-detached bungalow, completed. 
Prison extension (including Isolation Hospital), carried out. 
Reclamation and drainage—about 40,000 cubic yards of soil 
have been deposited to fill swamps at Forcados—under- 
taken. 
Sapele:— 
Extension to prison, completed, 
Native Hospital, completed. 
Mortuary, completed. 


Eastern Province. 


Calabar : — 
Extension of drainage, various open brick drains, constructed. 


Embankment river frontage, 148 yards river wall, built. 
Verandahs, clerks’ quarters, erected. 
Water supply, new boilers and pumps, fixed. 
Two bungalows, built. 
Quarters for artizans. 
Lines for 12 police, built. 
Improvement Creek Town, screw pile jetty, latrine and well. 
New concrete decking Public Works Department Wharf, 
Fort Stuart. 
Quarters for 20 prison staff, built. 
Solitary cells, Calabar Prison. 
Fumigatorium, Agricultural Department. 
Itu:— 
Reclamation, carried out. 
Single bungalow, built. 
Public Works Department, workshop and store, built. 
Native Hospital and dispensary. 
Ikot Ekpene: — 
Bungalow, built. 
District office and strong room, built. 
Abakaliki: — 
Tron roofing station buildings, built. 
Shed for carriers, erected. 
Bonny :— 
Sea defence wall, built. 
Isolation Hospital, built. 
Reclamation, carried out. 
Latrine, erected. 
Quarters for marine artizans, built. 
Opobo :—- 
Reclamation, carried out. 
River wall, built. 
Quarters for native staff, built. 
Police office and store, built. 
Public Works Department store, completed, 
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Degema : — 
Lines for police, built. 
Brass : — 
Reclamation, carried out. 
Bungalow, built. 
Akassa : — 
Quarters for Customs, built. 


CLIMATE. 


At Lagos Observatory the mean shade temperature was 81:2°; 
the highest was 98° in November, and the lowest 69° in June. 
The greatest rainfall—178'41 inches—-was at Bonny (lat. 4° 
27° N., long. 7° 10’ E.), aud the least—27'86 inches—at Ibadan 
(lat. 7° 24’ N., long. 8° 538! E.). 
The rainfall at provincial headquarters was :— 
Lagos (lat. 6° 27’ N., long. 3° 24’ I.), 40°50 inches. 
Calabar (lat. 4° 58’ N., long. 8° 19’ E.), 95°10 inches. 
Warri (lat. 5° 31’ N., long. 5° 44’ H.), 110°37 inches. 
The “harmattan’’? winds continued from 18th November, 
1912, to 19th February, 1913. 





MILITARY. 


The Southern Nigeria Regiment of the West African Frontier 
Force took part during 1912 in the following operations :— 
Yaki-Akaju Escort: 26th January to February. 
Indem-Befum Boundary Escort: 20th February to 15th 
March. 

Thitukwa Escort: February. 
Onicha-Nzerim Escort: February. 
Ogoja-Munshi Patrol: 13th June to 30th November. 
Okpoha Patrol: 18th August to Ist September. 
Isu Patrol: 25th August to 11th September. 
Nyimago Patrol: 8th October to 18th November. 
Ikorbu Escort: 27th October to 21st November. 


IMPORTANT EVENTS ANDO GENERAL CONDITION OF 
THE COUNTRY AND PEOPLE. 


His Excellency Sir Walter Egerton, K.C.M.G., Governor and 
Commander-in-chief, left Southern Nigeria on the 27th of 
February, 1912, to proceed to England on leave of absence pre- 
paratory to assuming the government of British Guiana, after 
which date Mr. F. S$. James, C.M.G., acted as Governor until 
the return of the Colonial Secretary, Mr. A. G. Boyle, C.M.G., 
on the 26th August, who administered the government from that 
date until the arrival of Sir F. Lugard. 
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Sir F. J. D. Lugard, G.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.0., Governor and 
Commander-in-chief of Northern Nigeria and Southern Nigeria, 
arrived at Lagos on the 8rd of October, 1912, to assume the 
government. Sir Frederick arrived charged with the duty of 
reporting upon the proposed amalgamation of Northern and 
Southern Nigeria. The Customs, Railway, and Marine Depart- 
ments of both Administrations were combined before the close 
of the year. 

With regard to the general condition of the country and people 
there is little to add to the reports on the Blue Books for 1910 
and 1911. The Provincial Commissioner, Central Province, in 
the course of a report, says: ‘‘ The year under review has shown 
a marked improvement in the attitude of the natives towards 
the Government, as evidenced by their cordial co-operation in 
public works, more particularly in improved means of com- 
munication, designed for their benefit; their increased confidence 
in and consequent closer intercourse with District Commissioners 
and the increasing use for the native courts as a means of settling 
their disputes. A particularly gratifying feature has been the 
entire absence of the necessity for armed intervention, except 
in the outlying and more recently opened up districts.” 


F. S. Jamzs, 


Acting Colonial Secretary. 
15th September, 1913. 
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APPENDIX I. 


STATEMENT SHOWING THE IuporTATION ox SeiRits 1nTo NIGERIA DURING 
THE Five Yzars ENDED 3lst December, 1912. 





| Quan- | py, Revenue | 
Year.) tity | clared , derived \ Duty chargeable. | Explanations. 
| gallons, | value. duties. | 
i 
/ FY £ oY adobe Feces : 
1908 | 3,235,670 | 332,577, 691,190|From 22nd December, 1906, | Spirit imports amounted 


(1,577,760) 4s, the imperial gallon,| to 7:76 per cent. of 
\ | not exceeding 50 degrees; whole inward trade. 

j by Tralle’s Alcoholometer, | 

and an additional 1d. for 

every degree or part of a; 

degree in excess of 50 

degrees. 

308,770] 639,503 |From 15th January, 1909, 5s.; Value of spirit imports 
the imperial gallon, not, amounted to 622 per 
exceeding 50 degrees by' cent. of whole inward 
‘Tralle’s Aleoholometer,and | _ trade, including specie. 
for every degree or part of 

. a degree in excess of such { 

| | strength an additional 

i duty of 23d. per imperial 

i gallon. For every degree 

i below such strength a/| 

reduction of 14d. per im-| 

perial gallon, Minimum 
duty 4s. per imperial 








gallon, 

1910 | 4,748,189 | 456,485] 999,823|As above cs ae «| Value of spirit imports 
|(1,973,910) amounted to 7-79 per 
i cent. of the whole in- 
ward trade. including 

specie. 
1911 | 4,885,363 | 440,818) 975,557 |As above ae an «. Value of spirit imports 
(1,839,960) amounted to 7-76 per 


cent. of whole inward 
| _ trade, including specie. 
Value of spirit imports 
j the imperial gallon not ex- | amounted to 69° per 
| | ceeding 50 degrees by} cent. of the whole in- 
Tralles Alcoholometer, and! ward trade, including 
for every degree or part of | specie. 
a degree in iexcess of such! 
! strength an additional 
duty of 24d. per imperial 
i gallon, For every degree 
' | Below, reduction of Il. 
: i per imperial gallon. Mini- 
mum duty 4s. 6d. per im. 
i ! perial gallon. 


1912 | 4,450,196 | 440,052|1,013,807 |From 4th March, 1912, 5s. 6d. 
(1,774,856) | | 

















* Imports of spirits at 100° Tralles shown in brackets. 





APPENDIX II. 


Work coNpuctép st tH Imprriat Instituré purine tue Year 1912 vor 
THE CoLony oF SouTHERN NIGERIA. 


Reports on the following subjects were furnished to the Government of 
Southern Nigeria from the Imperial Institute during 1912 as the result 
of investigations conducted in the Scientific and Technical Department, 
supplemented when necessary by reference to commercial experts. 
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Fibres.—A sample of tibre, which was probably obtained from a species 
of Hibiscus, was found to be very similar to jute in chemical behaviour, 
but was harsher and not so lustrous. The fibre was valued in London at 
nominally £19 to £21 per ton, with China jute at £17 to £19 per ton. 


Rubber.—A sample of Para biscuit rubber from Sapele, Central Province, 
was satisfactory both in composition and physical properties. The rubber 
was classed by brokers as of fair average quality and was valued at 4s. 10d. 
per lb. in London, with fine hard Para at 4s. 103d. per Ib. and smoked 
plantation sheet at 4s. 8d. to 4s. 11d. per lb. 


Beans.—Eleven samples of beans grown by natives in Southern Nigeria 
were found to be suitable for sale in the United Kingdom for cattle food, 
and in some cases for human consumption. It was recommended that, if 
in the future the production of these beans become sufficiently large to 
permit of their exportation, samples should be forwarded to the Imperial 
Institute for submission to buyers, together with information as to the 
quantities available. 


Maize.—A sample of maize which had been exposed to a temperature of 
140° I. with a view to the destruction of weevils was forwarded for 
examination in order to determine the effect of the treatment on the 
market value of the grain. The maize was of fairly good quality, but 
had unfortunately suffered from insect attack and its value was conse- 
quently reduced. It was valued by brokers at 63. 5d. to 6s. 6d. per 
100 Ib. ex quay Liverpool, and by a firm of merchants in London at £6 5s. 
per ton. : 


Recommendations were made by the Imperial Institute as to further 
experiments in the heating of maize, which should be conducted in 
Southern Nigeria with a view to the destruction of weevils in the grain 
prior to export. 

Tea.—Two samples of tea grown and prepared at the Agricultural Station 
at Onitsha were, on the whole, of very promising character, and were 
valued by brokers in London at 9d. to 94d. and 10d. to 104d. per Ib., 
respectively. A further sample arrived in an unsatisfactory state for 
valuation, but the brokers expressed the opinion that, if in sound con- 
dition, it would have been worth about 9d. per lb. in London. 





Palm Fruits——A sample of palm fruits was found to contain 27-2 per 
cent. of oil in the ordinary pulp adhering to the nuts. The fruits had 
also a peculiar outer pulpy covering or perianth, which contained 69-9 per 
cent. of oil, equivalent to 14-8 per cent. calculated on the whole fruits, 
so that the fruits yielded altogether 42 per cent. of oil. It was suggested 
that the seed of this palm should be planted experimentally, in order to 
ascertain whether the type of fruit is permanent. 


Oil-seeds—A sample of Pentudesma butyraceu kernels yielded 40 per 
cent. of a solid yellowish fat. Commercial experts stated that the fat is 
highly coloured and would need refining before it could be used to advan- 
tage in soap making, and that the residual cake would be of no value as 
a feeding-stuff. In these circumstances they considered that the kernels 
would probably be worth only £8 to £10 per ton in the Jnited Kingdom. 


Mungrove Burk. —. Reports were furnished during the year on several 
samples representing different varieties of mangrove bark, which, however, 
were nob rich enough in tannin to be worth exporting to Europe, but 
would be suitable for local use in Southern Nigeria. 








Minerals.—The examination of specimens collected by the Mineral Sur- 
veyors was continued during the year, and a report on the results of the 
work of the Survey during 1910 was published as No. 83 (Cd. 6425) of 
the Miscellaneous Series of Colonial Reports. Special reports were fur- 
nished on the results of the examination, at the Imperial Institute, of 
the lignite from Okpanam, and of coal from Udi and other districts. 
Other minerals examined and reported on included a large number of 
borings from wells sunk in the course of a search for petroleum in the 
Colony, and small specimens of lignite, quartz, iron-stone, mica, and 
sand-stone. 


OUTLINE MAP OF SOUTHERN NIGERIA, 1/912. 
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Miscellaneous.—Minor reports were furnished on samples of cocoa beans, 
pepper, and cinnamon. Botanical specimens of “ bitter kola’’ were sub- 
mitted to the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, and identified as Garcinia 
conrauana, Engl., and fruiting specimens of a supposed new species of 
Manihot were found to be derived from Manzhot utilissima var. 
hyptiaphylla. 

Commercial. Enquiries.—Information was furnished to firms in the United 
Kingdom regarding samples of products from Southern Nigeria which they 
submitted to the Imperial Institute, including Para rubber, mangrove 
bark, tinstone, phosphate of lime, and silver-lead ore. Enquiries regarding 
the cultivation of ginger in the Colony and other subjects were also dealt 
with during the year. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from the sources 
indicated on the title page :— 





ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &c. Year. 
747 St. Vincent ... ae vee tae aes eee ve 1911-1912 
748 Barbados... se tee ws ane oe dee i 
749 Leeward Islands toe ace we he jew a 
750 Straits Settlements aes Ke 1911 
751 East Africa Protectorate . tee 1911-1912 
752 St. Lucia ... eee os 


753 Gilbert and BllicoTslands... 0.0. eae STL 
754 Cayman Islands (Jamaica) oe oes tae se 1911-1912 
755 Gibraltar... see eee oo ae one ves 1912 
756 St. Helena .. ee nee tee tee tees 5 
757 = Weihaiwei ... . os we see te tee ‘3 
758 Ceylon one. saa ae wae ae a es 1911-1912 
759 Sierra Leone fee we wee eee eos ry 1912 
760 Seychelles ° aaa eee oe aor ee ea 





761 Somaliland .. 1912"1913 
762 Hong Kong... 1912 
763 ‘Turks and Caicos Islands wee oa oo 3 

764 Falkland Islands ... oe os * 

765 Northern ‘Territories of the Gold Coast... on ies a 

766 ‘Bahamas .. one See toe 7 

767 Gambia. bes aS ave wee soe toe i 

768 Fiji... aes ove ow aes ee eee m 

769 Basutoland | aes aes rr wee eee «ve 1912-1913 


770 ~~ Gold Coast ... oe eee ae tee aus ase 1912 
V1 Ashanti ... nee aa Ps see te 6 
772° Nyasaland ... 1912-1913 
173 Bechuanaland Protectorate. 
774 British Solomon Islands ... 
775 Colonial Survey Committee : a . 5 
776 Tongan Islands Protectorate... wee oe see 1911-1918 
W77 Swaziland ... an oe ase ee ane eee 1912-1913 
778 Imperial Institute ... ed ie a toe oe 1912 
779 Barbados... de ove one ae vas vee 1912-1913 






780 British Guiana... tee eee eee % 
781 Entomological Research Commitiee 1. ane tee fe 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony, &c. Subject, 


77 ~—« St. Vincent ... Af oo +» Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 

78 Weihaiwei_... tee one + Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria ... ahs «Mineral Surveys, 1907-8 and 


1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland... nae tee «+ Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria... ee + Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute ... an +» Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria... es +» Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies ... ia ose . Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments. 


85 Southern Nigeria ... an «+» Mineral Survey, 1911. 
86 Southern Nigeria ... eee +» Mineral Survey, 1912, 
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No. 788. 
JAMAICA. 


(For Report for 1911-12, see No. 739.) 





Tae Governor to tuE Secrerary or State. 


Sir, 


King’s House, Jamaica, 


11th November, 1913. 


I nave the honour to report on the Blue Book Returns of this 
Government for the financial year ended the 31st March, 1913. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


1. The revenue and expenditure of the year, under the Heads of 
Hstimates, compared with those of the preceding year, were as 


follows :— 


Heads. 


Customs 

Port, Harbour, and Light- 
house Dues 

Licences, Excise, and 
Internal Revenue not 
otherwise classified 

Tees of Office, Stamp 
Duties, Reimburse- 
ments-in-aid (a) and 
Irrigation Receipts 

Post Office and Tele- 
graphs ... wee Pte 

Railway 

Rents 

Interest : 

Miscellaneous Receipts a 

Land Sales (b) ' 

Transfer from Insurance 
Fund in aid of 
General Revenues 





REVENUE. 

Receipts, Receipts, 

1911-12. 1912-1913. 
£ s. d. £ ott 
494,361 9 3- 449,433 10 5 
8,274 18 11 8,039 12 0 
207,839 19 11 206,214 15 23 
163,823 16 24 207,814 2 92 
48,725 14 6} 51,480 15 02 
190,006 2 53 183,280 4 54 
2,670 18 3 3,036 0 8 
15,726 1.0.0 16,469 10 2? 
18,898 138 53 28,652 138 7 
15,686 18 3} 1,739 18 74 
= 50,000 0 0 
£1,161,014 7 34 £1,206,161 3 03 








(a) Includes from Earthquake Loan Board for redemptiou of debt, 
£46,401 17s. 4d. in 1911-12, and £87,055 6s. 9d. in 1912-13. 
(b) Includes sale of Constant Spring Hotel, £10,000, and sale of East Street 


Wharf, £3,500, in 1911-12. 
(32912—2,) Wet. 35104—688, 


1125 & 9). 


Ws De. 
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EXPENDITURE. 
Payments. Payments. 
Heads. 1911-12. 1912-1918. 
£ Sa Oe £ s. d. 
Charges of Debt ... Be 245,534 13 9 231,686 10 38 
Pensions ... i, bate 29,722 12 33 31,564 14 i 
Pensions, Widows’ and 

Orphans’ eae 8,112 18 7 8,018 12 8 
Governor and Staft aaa 6,202 14 4 6,014 12 8 
Privy Council 0... 88 10 8 62 8 8 
Legislative Council wee 586 4 9 791 18 8 
Colonial Secretariat ee 5,277 10 23 5,504 8 114 
Public Works Depart- 

ment... Bote 17,092 8 11 19,262 7 4 
Parochial Roads and 

Works ... , ee 1,675 0 0 1,663 10 10 
Lands Department aes 2,900 7 11 3,484 0 94 
Railway ... A AY 98,594 10 1 95,157 9 64 
Audit Office ae ee 4,287 11 8 4,102 0 5} 
Treasury Department ie 3,770 8 11 3,624 12 38 
Government Savings 

Bank ... 2 Ve 2,228 4 0 2,385 0 10 
Immigration z 1,443 1 8% 1,090 18 04 
Clerks’ Parochial Boards 600 0 0 600 0 0 
Stamp Office —... 833 18 10 848 7 3 
Excise, Internal Revenue 

and Customs tae 39,254 18 1} 38,972 13 93 
Postal and Telegraph 

Service 41,451 0 3} 51,166 12 33 
Construction of “Railway 

Pier No. 3 357 9 0 925 18 9 
Part Redemption of Earth- 

quake Loan... 46,401 17 4 87,055 6 9 
Judicial... vas — 36,546 13 104 38,330 18 74 
Ecclesiastical ... ve 1,104 7 1 849 3 10 
Medical ... 68,932 13 74 74,580 9 11 
Constabulary and. Prisons 91,970 4 34 96,864 8 4} 
Industrial Schools ses 810 0 1 
Reformatories ... es 5,592 15 0 i 6,449 4 102 
Education 82,329 2 54 91,411 17 43 
Harbours and Pilotage . 2,879 9 114 4,250 0 1b 
Military: Imperial Troops, 

Colonial Defence ists 8,302 7 5 7,787 8& 8 
Direct Cable Subsidy ... 1,000 0 0 1,000 0 0 
Direct Steamship Subsidy — —_ 
Railway to Chapelton ... 14,041 1 8} 53,698 14 2 
Record and  Registrar- 

General’s Office, Regis- 

trar of Titles ... 5,404 4 7 5,660 12 113 
Census of Jamaica, 1911. 6,623 13 34 — 


Government Printing 
Office... xe oe 10,449 7 8 10,144 15 8 
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EXPENDITURE—cont. 
Payments. Payments. 
Heads. 1911-12. 1912-1913. 
£ s. d. £ s. dy 
Institute of Jamaica... 1,362 8 0 1,729 10 5 
Board of Supervision ... 421 9 4 447 1 0 
Agricultural Services ... 15,223 10 103 16,146 18 6 
Agricultural Societies. 
Board Administration 
Expenses ies Sie — 292 17 11 
Miscellaneous... 22,259 0 9 42,682 12 8} 
Public Works and Build- 
ings aN a 208,682 2 2 
Lighthouses... 1,381 7 3} 227,368 14 2 
West India Improvement 
Company’s Lands, Cost _— 
of Purchase... . 18,531 7 10 
New Public Buildings— 
Second Block ... ey —_ 11,188 7 7 
Hurricane Assistance ... _ 20,073 18 2 
Total for General 
Expenditure .., £1,155,208 8 64 £1,304,929 14 114 





2. The total revenue and expenditure for the last five years 
have been as shown below : — 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1908-9 an ae ee 933,751 911,095 
1909-10... Kes Se 992,976 1,088 704 
1910-11... ES ee 990,399 987,304 
1911-12... wae ee 1,161,014 1,155,208 
1912-18... a hs 1,206,161 1,304,930 


The revenue exceeded the original estimate for the year by 
£116,117. In the total there are, however, included sums of 
£87,055 received from the Earthquake Loan Board for redemp- 
tion of debt, £50,000 from the Insurance Fund in aid of General 
Revenues and £11,414 15s. 10d. of Railway Inscribed Stock. 
For purposes of comparison, therefore, the total revenue might 
be reduced by £148,470 and regarded as £1,057,691, or less than 
the estimate by £32,552. 

The heads showing decrease of revenue as compared with 
1911-12 are Customs, £44,928: Port Harbours and Light dues, 
£235. Licences, Excise, and Internal Revenue, £1,625; Rail- 
way, £7,726; counterbalanced to some extent by increases in 
Stamp Duties, £5,304; Irrigation receipts, £1, 595; Post Office 
and Telegraphs, £2, 755; Rents, £366; Interest, £743. 

The principal cause ‘of the falling off in Customs was the 
remission of import duties, the ad ralorem rate having been 
reduced from 16% to 10 per cent. during nine months of the year. 
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The year started hopefully with a large surplus of nearly 
£175,000, and an Insurance Fund of £100,000. Moreover the 
Rio Minho Valley Branch Railway, for which a loan had been 
authorised by law, was being constructed out of moneys voted 
trom General Revenues, £14,041 having been spent in 1911-1912 
which, when recouped, would increase the surplus to £289,000. 

As against this surplus there were certain commitments. A 
Resolution of the Legislative Council passed on the 28th 
February authorised the amortisation of the balance of the 
annuities under Imperial legislation (Colonial Loans Act), 
amounting to £56,937 17s. 11d. of which, £32,940, was payable 
in 1912-13, grants of £3,750 were voted to certain secondary 
schools, £1,037 to the Sailors’ Home, £1,000 was re-voted for 
Kingston Streets, £9,000 for Water Supplies, £6,000 for works 
for the abatement of malaria, £5,000 for roads in Clarendon to 
give access to the new branch railway, and £25,000 for the No. 3 
Railway Pier, totalling £83,727 and reducing the available 
surplus to £205,273. 

The Estimates of expenditure for 1912-18, as passed, provided 
for using up £60,863 of this surplus, but as it included £75,000 
for the Railway and £25,000 for the Pier, the former being 
recoverable and the latter already earmarked, the real position 
on the 1st April was that the forecast for the year, if realised, 
would have resulted in a surplus of £144,410 on current account 
and £100,000 in the Insurance Fund on the 31st March, 1913. 

Supplementary appropriations of £19,149 10s. were, however, 
made on the 18th April, and a Bill was passed reducing the 
customs ad valorem duties from 163 to 10 per cent. from the 
Ist July, equal to a remission of duties of about £60,000 a year 
or £45,000 for the nine months of the year under review—total, 
£64,149 10s. 

In October the Council met again and voted further Sup- 
plementary Estimates of £10,861 6s. 4d. and £24,210 = 
£35,071 6s. 4d., thus reducing the probable surplus to, say, 
£45,000, and leaving the Insurance Fund untouched. 

Severe hurricanes having occurred in November, the Council 
was again summoned in December, when £48,000 was voted for 
relief of hurricane sufferers and to meet extraordinary demands 
arising out of the hurricane. The Council was informed by the 
Governor that the estimate of damages to main roads, public 
buildings, telegraphs and other public works was £41,471, but 
a vote was not at the time taken for the amount. At the same 
time the Government was authorised to make loans to the sufferers 
aggregating £55,000. Naturally some of the works for which 
the votes had been taken had to be postponed. 

The total expenditure for the year as shown by the accounts 
amounts to £1,304,930, but after deducting the adjusting entry 
of £87,055 for redemption of Harthquake Loan Board. debt the 
net expenditure was £1,217,875, while £33,248 10s. additional 
was issued in Hurricane and Drought Loans. 

The chief increases were Debt charges, £26,805; Pensions, 
£1,842; Administrative Departments, £2,439; Postal Service, 
£9,716; Judicial, £1,784; Medical, £5,648; Constabulary and 
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Prisons, £4,894; Education, £9,083; Harbours and Pilotage, 
£1,370; Agricultural Services, £928; Miscellaneous, £20,423; 
Public Works and Buildings, £33,181; Hurricane Assistance, 
£20,074. 

The decreases were small and relatively unimportant. 

The surplus of assets over liabilities at the close of the year 
amounted to £76,215, with £50,0U0 remaining in the Insurance 
Fund, but many of the works had been commenced were un- 
finished and the operations for hurricane and drought relief were 
in progress and not yet near completion. The financial situation 
was therefore substantially the same as has been described as 
existing after the meeting of the Legislative Council in 
December, namely, that the whole of the surplus and Insurance 
Fund would be absorbed except a small working balance on 
current account. 

The public debt of the Island (most of which is represented by 
productive investments) amounted to £3,803,719 on the 31sb 
March, 1913. This included £46,402 due to the Imperial Govern- 
ment for Earthquake Loans, directly secured by advances on 
properties. The accumulated sinking funds on the same date 
amounted to £850,866, leaving a net liability of £2,952,852. 
Included in the debt were guaranteed public loans for local puz- 
poses, secured on municipal rates and undertakings, amounting to 
£357,188, the sinking funds in respect of which amounted to 
£66,871. 

No addition forming a charge on general revenue was made 
during the year to the public debt of the Island. 

On the other hand, £87,055 was refunded to the Imperial 
Government to close the account of a loan of £100,000 obtained 
under the Earthquake Loan (Imperial) Law, 1907. 

The totals of the revenue and expenditure of the City Council of 
Kingston, of the Kingston General Commissioner, and of all the 
Parochial Boards taken together, for the last five years, are 
shown in the following comparative statements :— 





Kingston City Council. 


Receipt. Expenditure. 
£ £ 


1908-9... re ae 82,197 80,010 
1909-10... a on 82,513 35,739 
1910-11... ne ae 35,755 35,385 
1911-12... ee sie 46,565 45,846 
1912-18... wh — 41,515 43,846 


Kingston General Commissioners. 


Receipt. Expenditure. 
£ 


£ 
1908-9... ee 80,545 26,228 
1909-10... 0... ss 81,957 30,707 
1910-11...  ..  «.. 60,082 52,373 
W9l-l2 ... 0... 69,740 72,875 


191218... 0... 44,656 54,842 
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Other Parochial Boards. (14 Parishes). 
Receipt. Expenditure. 
£ £ 


1908-9... x: - 106,231 107,838 
1909-10... rel si a ESE 117,461 
1910-11... ree ‘e “Seb, 118 189,032 
1911-12... i oi VERB SIO. 124,059 
1912-13 : 148,029 146,491 


14. The debts of the Parochial Boards to the Treasury for 
advances made for water-works and markets amounted at the 
close of the year to £18,867. 

15. Power has also been taken under the Parochial Loans Law, 
20 of 1903, to borrow for the construction or improvements of 
water-works, markets and streets, and drains, and £32,950 had 
been raised in this manner by the end of the financial year. 


II1—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


(a) Imrorts anp Exports. 


The total values of imports and exports for the last five years 
are as follows :— 


Imports. Exports. 

£ £ 
1908-9... yee ss 2,420,335 . 2,268,254 
1909-10 ... is 2,561,674 2,628,307 
1910-11 ... We nie 2,614,048 2,568,222 
1911-12 ... os we 2,865,553 2,948,067 
1912-13 ... 3,050, 478 2,709,283 


The imports increased ‘by 4 £184,925 and the exports decreased 
by £238,784. These figures very clearly indicate the grave 
effect which the prolonged droughts and the hurricanes of 1912 
produced in the economic condition of the Colony and the extent 
to which the prosperity attained in 1911 has been diminished. 

The principal articles of import were : — 

Average of 
1912. four years. 


Ale and Beer ac ia Balls: 347,975 260,544 
value £57,996 £42,668 

Bacon ae ay ey Abe: 47,290 50,579 
value £1,970 £2,259 

Beef, W.S. ... at .. bris. 4,427 5,698 
: value £16,934 £20,058 

Bread and Biscuits ... we. Ibs. 3,071,815 4,222,632 
value £25,598 £35,188 

Butter and Substitutes ... Ibs. 1,121,401 1,035,696 
value £41,751 £35,524 

Candles, composition wine Ibs: 45,734 56,465 
value £1,143 - £1,517 





Cheese 
Coal 


Corn 


Tish, dried, salted ... 


Tish, alewives 
Herrings 
Mackerel 
Salmon 
Flour 
Gunpowder, ... 
Hams 
Lard 
Matches 
Meal 
Milk, condensed 
Oats ... 
Oils 
Peas and Beans 
Pork, W.S. ... 
Rice 
Salt 
Soap ... 
Spirits, Brandy 
re Cordials 
» Gin 
> Whisky 








value 
rls, 
value 


value 


Ss 
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1912. 
231,828 
£8,693 
69,215 
£59,769 
279,476 
£52,402 
11,401,638 
£151,071 
6,183 
£8,347 
43,495 
£43,495 
4,007 
£10,017 
382 
£1,329 
309,621 
£325,103 
41,325 
£2,066 
202/052 
£8,418 
239,460 
£5,986 
41,507 
£3,591 
63,999 
£53,599 
61,866 
£57,226 
94,370 
£18,874 
1,493,494 
£76,414 
19,925 
£9,962 
5,330 
£20,657 
17,219,702 
£99,013 
11,725,787 
£12,680 
5,109,664 
£42,154 
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Average of 
four years. 
221,259 
£8,522 
55,310 
£48,061 
247,424 
£45,900 
11,263,456 
£133,415 
8,590 
£9,839 
36,146 
£32,237 
6,574 
£13,693 
345 
£1,119 
224,847 
£252,875 
32,942 
£1,647 
195,634 
£8,167 
206,158 
£4,294 
23,325 
£2,196 
45,873 
£35,124 
49,864 
£41,864 
71,652 
£12,769 
1,185,720 
£63,910 
16,946 
£9,343 
5,655 
£23,746 
12,038,210 
- £60,865 
10,360,456 
£11,264 
4,390,532 


£11,185 


lo coLoni 
Sugar, Refined 

Tea 

Tobacco, Leaf 


Manufactured 
cigarettes 


” 


Wines 
Wood, W.P. Lumber 
Pitch Pine 


22 


Shingles 


29 
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192. 
lbs. 895,111 
value £7,608 
Tbs. 89,768 
value £4,488 
Ibs. 34,651 
value £6,930 
and 
Ibs. 69,649 
value £7,344 
galls 58,221 
value £21,372 
ft. 1,967,265 
value £14,754 
£t, 13,450,718 
value £94,155 
No. 1,412,996 
value £3,532 


Average of 
four years. 


673,560 
£5,494 
67,664 
£3,383 
34,391 
£7,145 


142,174 
£16,132 
40,980 
£16,051 
1,795,624 
£13,097 


11,730,259 


£82,112 
1,859,264 
£4,647 


The imports for the past fifty years at intervals of ten years 


£ 
1,559,601 
1,318,450 


are as under :— 


To 30 September, 


1872 


30 September, 1882 
31 March, 1892 ... 


31 March, 1902 . 
3l December, al 


912 


1,759,890 
1,755,921 
3, 050,480 
and were obtained from the following ‘countries : — 





| 1872. 




















— ! 1882. 1892. 1902. 1912 
1 £ £ £ Soe ee 
United Kingdom ... | 932,768 | 722,086 | 862,345 | 857,952 | 1,333,353 
| “59°87, | 54°8°/, 49° 48°9°), |” 43-7"), 
United States 365,926 396,496 654,165 | 732,595 | 1,273,390 
23°5°/, on), | 87-25), 41°79) 41-75 
Canada... «| 218,398} 147,582 | 182,998 118,066 | 291,368 
14°0°| 11°29, | 10°49), 67°) 9°6°/, 
Other Countries ...| 42,509 | 52,287 | 60,452 | 47,308 | 159,378 
27°), 39°) 34°) 2°79] 50°), 
| 
The Collector-General remarks :— 
“*Tn forty years the value of the imports has just doubled, 


but were it possib 
think it wou 
been very much m 


ore rapid. 


e to measure by quantity or volume, I 
d have been found that the rate of progress has 
In that span of years Great 


Britain has yielded 16:1 per cent. of her proportion of the 


Island’s trade to o 


her countries, and the United States has 


improved her position by no less a proportion than 18°2 per 





cent. Canada has 


some little progress. 


lost ground and ‘* 





other countries 
It remains to be seen how far the new 


” 


made 


imperial movement will affect these relations, and what: 


period of time will 


be required for full fruiti 


ion.’ 
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£ 

Of the total exports, amounting in value to 

£2,709,283, the proportion attributable 

to Island produce was. 2,572,275 
Against the like figures in 1911 off: w 2,778,583 
Or a decrease of ae ha as 206,308 
And the proportion attributable to British 

and foreign goods re-exported ... : 137,008 
Against the like figures for 1911 of.. oe 169,484 
Or a decrease of ve ie 32,476 


This decrease in the value of Island produce exported as com- 
pared with 1912 is made up of Bananas, £215,394; Sugar, 
£114,615; Rum, £18,816; Citrus Fruit, £10,850; Ginger, 
£10,600; Honey, £6,759; Pimento, £4,864; Fustic and Bitter- 
wood, £5,075; Logwood, £15,034; counterbalanced in part by 
increases in Coffee, £120,599; Cocoa, £38,385; Coconuts. 
£9,940; Hides, £3,233; and various other minor products. 


The figures for the two years brought into contrast grouped 
under the general Board of Trade classification work out thus :— 





1912. 1911. 
£ £ 
Class I.—Live Animals, Food, Drink, 
and Narcotics . 2,239,447 2,451,137 
Class II.—Raw Material and ‘Articles 
mainly unmanufactured =... a 149,818 160,713 
Class III.—Articles wholly or mainly 
manufactured 216,176 207,268 
Class IV. —Miscellaneous unelasifed® 2,150 } bed 
Class V.—Bullion and Specie .. sit 101,692 133,952 


The growth of the total export trade in the forty years com- 
mencing 1872 is as follows :— 


£ 
1872—Year ending 30 September ... e — 1,418,443 
1882— ,, on i An «. 1,549,058 
1892— ,, > 31 March Me .. 1,722,096 
1902—- _,, Bis ay Ban «1,989,142 
19i2— ,, », 31 December ... .. 2,709,283 


The increase during that period is £1,290,840. In this con- 
nection the following figures showing the trend of trade will also 
possess interest. The markets accepting the Island’s exports 
in each of the years specified and the proportions falling to 
each were as under :— 
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eons 1872. 1882. 1892. 1902. 1912. 

£ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom ... | 1,152,783 | 968,323 | 562,913 | 409,858 | 358,516 
81°3°) 25°) | 8279, | 21°19 132°), 
United States 149,625 | 275,703 | 877,274 | 1,279,546 | 1,618,614 
10°57, | 17°87, | 509°), | 65°7°/ 59°8°/ 
Canada 9,643 | 199,787 | 59,764 | 31,849 | 148,943 
"7 12°9°), 355°] 16°) BB? | 
Other Countries ... | 106,382 | 105,245 | 222,145 | 294,805 | 583,210 
TB |, 687, | 129°) 11°6°) 21°5°) 














In forty years the island’s export trade has been practically 


weaned from the mother country and trans: 
es, thoug: 


increasing degree to the United Sta 
favour of Cuban sugars has in recent years had the effect of some- 
what checking this trend. 

The chief articles of export show the following variations :-— 


Annatto 

Beeswax 

Cocoa 

Coconuts 

Coffee 

Divi Divi 

Fruit, Bananas 
>, Grapefruit 

Fruit, Oranges 

Ginger 

Hides 

Honey 

Horses and Mules 

Limejuice 

Logwood Extract 


Pimento 


lbs. 
value 
ewt. 
value 
cwt. 
value 











ferred in an ever- 








h discrimination in 


Average of 


1912. four years. 
959,943 822,355 
£5,999 £8,108 
525 722 
£3,185 £4,536 
65,675 49,317 
£189,833 £91,357 
22,949,450 15,769,770 
£108,627 £69,216 
89,586 72,878 
£274,730 £141,207 
5,178 2,940 
£1,268 £842 
13,382,072 15,479,417 
£1,241,187 = £1,261,735 
48,512 50,315 
£17,002 £18,030 
30,737,900 39,564,263 
£38,422 £42,578 
24,793 23,138 
£48,038 £45,978 

5 440,018 
£11,551 

21,408 

£19,626 

74 

£1,799 £1,500 
95,107 104,314 
£3,865 £4,179 
24,898 18,657 
£175,677 £139,336 
107,504 135,194 
£78,388 £92,221 
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Average of 

1912. four years. 

Rum se ome ... galls. 894,679 1,347,584 
value £67,100 £160,382 

Sugar te a ve ewt, 197,960 280,396 
value £132,798 £176,085 

Skins, Goat ... bay opelbs 157,247 136,716 
value £14,086 £12,375 

Tobacco, Cigars... ian May 68,942 69,229 
value £35,561 £33,872 

7 Cigarettes «Ibs. 17,272 7,246 

value £2,500 £803 

fe Leaf sie ee, EDS 27,769 38,315 

value £1,230 £1,467 

Tortoise shell is ... No. 6,523 5,674 
value £6,371 £4,725 

Turtle aoe out it No: 1,000 1,098 
value £2,095 £2,814 

Wood, Bitter ee doce tons: 2,317 2,240 
value £3,486 £3,382 

Se Fustic or ... tons. 2,027 3,067 

value £4,468 £7,382 

as Logwood _... .. tons. 37,295 29,481 

value £84,070 £65,971 

Yams a aie a. Cwt. 10,879 8,539 
value £4,162 £2,839 


The relation which each of the staples bears to the total is 
indicated by the following figures for the past three years :— 














— 1910. 1911. 1912. 
Per Cent. | Per Cent. Per Cent. 
Sugar ... 10°8 8-9 51 
Rum 5°5 3-1 2°6 
Coffee ... 6-9 5:5 10-7 
Cocoa ... 2°6 3-6 54 
Dyewoods 3:2 3-9 3-4 
Fruit... 53°7 58°3 54-7 
Pimento 3-0 3-1 | 3-0 
Minor Products 14:3 13°5 15-1 
i 





The acreage returned in 1912-1915, grouped under the four 
principal headings of the return, and set against an average of 
four years, exhibits the following :— 





= 1912-13. | 1911-1912, | Average of 





} Four Years. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Tilled lands... si as ole 267,276 280,286 263,443 
Guinea grass ... we ak ei 152,527 143,592 140,642 
Commons oe oe ote fe 502,830 517,830 497,699 
Wood and ruinate_... ace a | 1,222,699 1 230, 001 1,223,530 


Total ... eve we | 2,145,332 2,171,709 2,125; 314 














14 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


As compared with 1911-12 the tilled lands show a decrease of 
18,010 acres, and the commons 15,000 acres, while the area in 
guinea grass has increased by 8,935 acres. On the average of 
four years there has been a net increase, but the droughts of 
1912-1913 have checked progress and resulted in less land being 
cultivated than in the previous year. 

The tilled lands in turn are classified as far as possible under 
description of cultivation, and the figures for the past year taken 
out under crop, and compared with 1911-12, and with an average 
of four years give the following summary :— 














Average of 

— 1912-13. 1911-12. | our Yeas, 
: Acres, Acres. Acres, 
Canes ... ae a5 vee Zeoch OCOLU5S: | 34,766 31,197 
Coffee ... .. ave 53 | 22,275 24,473 24,873 
Cocoanuts 17,377 | ~—-16,691 14,781 
Bananas... ies Cvs ee | 81,071 82,485 | 72,641 
Cocoa... we fe eee AM 11,236 13,355 | 11,458 
Ground provisions oes s- | 66,153 74,723 | 80,128 
Mixed cultivation vee ve) 83,479 30,167 24,894 
Minor items ... née eee | 3,932 3,676 4,135 





The only increases on 1911-1912 are in cocoanuts 686 acres, 
mixed cultivation 3,312 acres, and in minor items 256 acres, 
while canes have decreased 3,013 acres, coffee 2,198 acres, 
bananas 1,864 acres, cocoa 2,119 acres, and ground provisions 
8,570 acres. In comparison with the average of 4 years, how- 
ever, there has been very general progress except in coffee and 
ground provisions, which show serious progressive decline. 

The following abstract of the number of separate properties 
laid under contribution to general and parochial revenue during 
the year 1912-13, and the different descriptions set out and 
compared with the figures of the year preceding, show the 
following :— 








1912-13. 1911-12. 
Properties valued at £20 . 62,554 62,911 
Properties valued at £30 .. 6,618 6,445 
Properties valued at £40 .. 58,240 55,286 
Properties valued at over £40... 30,177 29,767 
Occupiers relieved 2 te 920 1,136 
Properties in arrear ... ~ ... 12,600 6,693 

166,109 162,238 








The Collector-General states that the hurricanes of November 
are doubtless responsible for the arrears in St. James, 77, 
Hanover, 237, and Westmoreland, 497, but that the formidable 
figures in St. Elizabeth, 1,391, Manchester, 1,516, Clarendon, 
1,085 and St. Catherine, 1,338 are attributable to the long con- 
tinued drought. 
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The Surveyor-General makes the following observations with 
regard to the sale of Crown lands, &c., during the year:— 


Sale of Land. 


215 purchasers who bought 1,820 acres under the Rules of the 
Sale of Crown Lands to small settlers have completed payment 
of instalments of their purchase money and been given titles for 
their lands. There were also 86 other purchasers who paid cash 
down for 727 acres. Fresh areas have been offered for sale for 
cash in St. James, in Trelawny, and in Portland. Very few 
purchasers have, however, been forthcoming. Excellent land is, 
among other places, now offered for sale at 30s. an acre up the 
Spanish River, to which a new road has been made. To date, of 
the total of 31,000 acres that have been sold partly on credit 
since 1897 about 13,420 acres have been paid for in full, 3,020 
acres taken back for failure to pay, 14,560 acres still remain 
unpaid for. £31,780 has been received to date on account of 
sales of land since 1896. The total amount of purchase money 
received during the year from cash and instalment purchasers 
amounts to £1,778 9s. 9d. 22 persons were given refunds of 
one-fifth of purchase money for establishing in permanent bear- 
ing cultivation one-fifth of the area purchased or making build- 
ing improvements on town lots. 


Leases and Tenancies. 


6,690 acres and 64 town lots have been leased to 72 persons for 
£247 a year and 718 small preedial tenancies have been taken on 
at rentals of from 12s. to 20s. per acre per annum. The total 
amount of ent received for the year amounts to £8,085 2s. 4d. 


Forfeiture of Lands. 


2,403 acres have been forfeited and interlocutory judgment 
entitling the Crown to possession obtained on 2,289 acres. 
Notification No. 36, covering 1,522 acres, has been issued and pro- 
ceedings under this and previous notifications are now pending 
in respect of 11,260 acres. 


Escheatable Lands and Generally. 
Two cases of escheat and squatting occurred during the year. 


Sites for various school houses, teachers’ cottages, hospitals, police 
stations, and other purposes have been arranged for. 


AGRICULTURE. 


A further extension of the Farm School at Hope so as to 
accommodate 44 students at that institution was made during 
the year. 

The school opened with a full complement of students in 
January, while several applications for admission had to be 
refused. 
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Of the pedigree Red Poll cattle imported from England in 
May for the Government Farm, only one was lost during the 
year, while the imported cows produced 13 calves, which have 
all been safely reared. The attempts to establish pedigree dairy 
cattle from England and the United States during the past 
three years at the Government Farm have resulted in a herd 
of 63 pedigree animals being established, while the dairy 
cattle now number 180. 

A number of well-bred young bulls are being reared for sale 
to the public by auction in March next. Promising results have 
been obtained by crossing Jerseys with Indian Zebu cattle. 


By the use of ensilage made from guinea grass and guinea 
corn the dairy herd was enabled during the dry months of the 
year to produce the best yield of milk yet recorded at the farm. 
This experiment has demonstrated the value of the silo for the 
feeding of cattle during the dry months of the year when green 
fodder is not obtainable. 

The demand for the Departmental tick wash increases and this 
preparation is now extensively used by stock-breeders all over 
the Island. 

An outbreak of anthrax was reported from St. Catherine. 
Vaccination was carried out on a large scale with striking 
success. 

Equine influenza was very general during the spring months, 
and a good many young foals were lost in consequence. 


Sugar planters are extending their areas in seedling canes; 
about 1,500 acres of B. 208 are now established. The Demerara 
seedling D. 625 is giving large returns on heavy soils in West- 
moreland. The local seedling canes Nos. 70, 71, and 72 have 
done well in estate trials and are considered to be valuable intro- 
ductions. 

The establishment of local plant nurseries in connection with 
the work of the agricultural instructors has been found a success- 
ful means of extending the planting of permanent crops such as 
cocoa by small settlers. 

Over 72,000 cocoa plants were distributed from the nurseries 
during the period under review. 

The work of the newly appointed microbiologist during the 
year has served to determine the causative organisms of the four 
diseases of the banana scheduled under the Diseases of Plants 
Law. A good deal of activity has been shown lately by planters, 
both great and small, in seeking for cases of disease and in their 
treatment. It is satisfactory to record that the Panama disease 
does not appear to be spreading and that the few cases dealt with 
last year appear to have been satisfactorily stamped out. 

A marked revival in the exports of coffee and good progress 
with cocoa and cocoanuts have been recorded for the vear, while 
the banana and sugar industries were affected adversely by 
drought and storms. 

Jamaica rum now appears to have recovered its former posi- 
tion and is again merchantable at standard prices. 
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Sea-island cotton has made marked progress in Vere, where 
small growers have taken up this crop. The area in cotton is 
now increasing. 

Cassava meal is to be prepared for export to the United States 
next year, and 500 acres of cassava have been established in 
Trelawny with this object. 

The successful outcome of the pioneer efforts in building up 
a trade in dried bananas or ‘‘ banana figs’’ has encouraged an 
extension of this industry, and several factories have been 
erected for drying the fruit during the past year. The chief 
outlet for banana figs at present is Germany. 

Good results have followed from active measures under the 
Adulteration of Food Law, and such articles as lard, butter and 
condensed milk are now supplied to the public in a satisfactory 
manner. All kerosene oil used in the Island now appears to 
satisfy the requirements of the law as to flash point. 

The Rio Cobre Irrigation Works have at length come to their 
full development. The average of irrigated lands in cultivation 
in the plains of St. Catherine and the amount of water taken 
per hour for the different crops may be of interest. 




















Cubic Yards Cubic Yards 
Acres: per Hour, , per Acre. 

Bananas aes Be wes 10,000 ] 15,000 15 
Canes ... ses oe ate 750 ! 720 10 
Grass ... A eee 2 2,300 | 1,013 i “4 
Provision grounds ts is 100 | 1000 | 10 
Oranges en aa tn 610 \ 300 | 05 
13,700 | 17,133 | 1-24 

I average. 

Unless it should prove feasible to construct an extensive im- 


pounding reservoir to conserve the surplus flood waters which 
now flow into the sea no extension of cultivation will be possible. 


SHIPPING. 


The ships reporting show an increase in number and bonne ge 
The figures are: — 
Steamers and Sailing Vessels. 


1911. 1,508 ships with tonnage 2,158,647 
1912. 1,471 __,, Pe Me 2,341,823 





Decrease in ships 37 Increase in tonnage 183,176 


Steamers and Sailing Vessels. 


The clearances were :— 
1911. 1,509 ships with tonnage 2,160,465 
1912. 1453 4, 4, 5 2,346,615 











Decrease in ships 56 Increase in tonnage 186,150 
32912 B 
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Distinguishing between ships (steamers and sailing vessels) 
reporting with cargo and those reporting in ballast, the account 
appears as follows :— 

Reporting with Cargo. 
1911. 1,144 ships with tonnage 1,824,363 
1912. 1,169 ,, + 7 2,068,855 





Increase in ships 25 and in tonnage 244,492 
Reporting in Ballast. 


1911. 364 ships with tonnage 384,284 

1912. 302 ,, 5 Pe 272,968 

Decrease in ships 62 and in tonnage 61,316 

Separating steamers from sailing vessels, the analysis shows 
“that the arrivals of steamships were :— ~ 

1911. 1,360 ships with tonnage 2,127,165 

1912. 1,282 ,, ¥ ds 2,300,272 





Decrease in ships 78 and increase in tonnage 173,107 
The following tables show the arrivals with cargo and the 
arrivals in ballast :— 
Steamships arriving with Cargo. 


1911. 1,028 ships with tonnage 1,808,481 
1911. 1,033 ° ,, i 2,050,711 


Increase in ships 5 and in tonnage 142,230 
Steamships arriving in Ballast. 


1911. 332 ships with tonnage 318,684 
1912. 249 |, # i 249,561 





Decrease in ships 83 and in tonnage 69,123 
The steamers clearing were as under: — 

1911. 1,363 ships with tonnage 2,180,424 

1912. 1,285  ,, ‘2 mm 2,810,835 





Decrease in ships 78 and increase in tonnage 180,411 


Separating those clearing in ballast from those taking cargo 
the figures are :— 


Cleared with Cargo. 
1911. 1,313 ships with tonnage 2,046,305 





1912. 1,234 __,, oa e 2,198,245 

Decrease in ships 79 and increase in tonnage 151,940 
Cleared in Ballast. 

1911. 50 ships in tonnage 84,119 

1912. 49 Cg, 2 112,590 


Decrease in ships 1 increase in tonnage 28,471 
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_ The arrivals from the United Kingdom and British Posses- 
sions were :— 

Sailing vessels 199... tonnage 13,994 

Steam vessels 131... tonnage 322,152 i 

———— 336,146 

from foreign countries : — 

Sailing vessels 70 ... tonnage 27,557 

Steam vessels 1,151 ... tonnage 1,978,120 
———— 2,005,677 





1,471 —_ 
2,341,823 


The nationalities of the steamships were Norwegian, 524, 
tonnage, 401,697; British, 403, tonnage, 1,294,424; German, 
193, tonnage, 522,448; American, 70, tonnage, 86,287; Cuban, 
3, tonnage, 2,835; and Danish, 2, tonnage, 3,144. 

Chartered Norwegian steamers are much employed in the fruit 
trade with the United States, and ply regularly between ports 
in the northern states and Jamaica. The Germans have much 
improved their freight and passenger trade by putting on large 
ships of the Hamburg-American line. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


Of the 36 Laws passed in the session of 1912-1915, the follow- 
ing may be referred to as the more important : — 

Law 3.—To make provision for extending the Jamaica Rail- 
way from May Pen to Danks Estate in the parish of Clarendon. 

Law 6.—For the encouragement of Agricultural Loan Societies. 

Law 36.—The Agricultural Societies (Special Loans) Law. 

Law. 10.—To amend the Tariff Law, reducing the customs 
duties on ad ralorem goods from £16 13s. 4d. to £10 per cent. 

Law 17.—To prevent the introduction and spread of plant 
disease. 

Law 18.—To facilitate the recovery of possession of small 
tenements after determination of the tenancy. 
amend the Customs Consolidation Law, substi- 
tuting declarations on invoices for oaths. 

The Railway Employees Law, granting pensions or 
grtauities to railway servants and regulating their employment. 

Law 23.—The Shop Assistants Law. regulating hours of em- 
ployment. 

Law 24.—An amendment of the Health Law giving the Public 
Works Department power in certain cases to perform sanitary 
works on private property. 

Law 25.—To provide for granting compassionate allowances 
to certain parochial officers. 

Law 26.—An amendment of the Towns Nuisances Prevention 
Law. 

Law 28.—To provide for a yearly return by bankers of un- 
claimed securities and moneys and to make certain unclaimed 
moneys general assets of the Island. 


32912 B2 
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Law 29.—To authorise the transfer of young criminals from 
a prison to a prison farm or similar institution. 

Law 31.—To provide for the notification of infective diseases. 

Law 83.—To amend the Immigration Law in the direction of 
increasing the wages of indentured immigrants, 

Law 35.—To amend the Elementary Education Law in the 
direction of providing for School Boards. 


It will be observed that nearly all the legislation is social or 
industrial, having for its object improvement of railway com- 
munication, the bettering of the condition of labourers, en- 
couraging thrift amongst small farmers, assisting them through 
troubles induced by drought and hurricane by means of loans, 
lightening the burden of taxation, improving conditions con- 
ducive to ill-health, and mitigating the punishment of young 
criminals, 


IV.—PUBLIC EDUCATION. 








The Director of Education furnishes the following statistics : — 
| 
Schools | Average Average | Percentage | Total 
on Annual | Number of | Attendance on | Payments 
Grant Scholars on for Average | 
Year. List at end | Books for Year Attendance | litiementary 
of Year ended | ended 31st of | Schools 
Financial |?1st October,! October, number | and 
Year. 1910. 1909. | on Books. | Teachers. 
| 
\ £ 
1911-12... 698 | 98,576 61,669 6255 | 60,503 
1912-13... 698 | 100,179 60,900 60°79 el 66, 847 














In the last three years there has been an increase of 10,277 in the 
number of scholars’ names on the school registers. The percentage 
of average attendance out of numbers on the register (60°79) is, 
however, , considerably below that of 1910 (64:34). With regard to 
the efficiency of the work of the schools as enone in the inspec- 
tion results, there is a gratifying increase in the number of first- 
class schools from 217 to 254 in the year under review. It is also 
satisfactory to note that the number of third-class schools has 
diminished by 12. The “‘ failures,’’ however, increased by 5. 

The annual examination of teachers and training college 
students shows the following results: —There were 118 Jamaica 
students presented, of whom 104 passed, 36 obtaining honours. Of 
the 4 female and 6 male students from British Guiana all passed 
except one whose health interfered with her studies. 

For the Pupil Teachers’ Examination 414 were presented and 
256, or 61 per cent. passed; of Volunteer Candidates 1,930 were 
presented and 943, or 48 per cent., passed, 
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The total amount expended on elementary education through 
the Department was £91,387, and by the Public Works Depart- 
ment in the building of Government schools and schoolmasters’ 
houses £6,248, aggregating together £97,635 or over 9 per cent. 
of the total revenue of the Government collected during the year. 

Special attention was devoted to providing appliances for the 
various schools where these were lacking, and to improving the 
sanitary arrangements. 

Progress was made in kindergarten instruction of teachers and 
pupils and in manual training, and the technical and continua- 
tion school has been kept busy with day and night classes training 
teachers and instructing pupils. 

Two locally produced text-books are now in use in the schools, 
one dealing with agriculture and the other with hygiene and sani- 
tation. The recent development of education has been an attempt 
to add a utilitarian and industrial element to the ordinary literary 
instruction and to inculcate in the young the elementary methods 
to be observed in the preservation of good health. 

Laws have been passed regulating the creation of School Boards 
with the object of extending the areas of compulsory education and 
of strengthening the hands of these Boards. 

Regulations have been framed for granting pensions to elemen- 
tary school teachers with the intention of making the profession 
more attractive. 

The year, which commenced favourably, proved later to be a 
very trying one for the Education Department no less than for all 
others, on account of unfavourable seasons. Droughts prevailed 
over the greater portion of the Island during most part of the year, 
while in November destructive hurricanes struck several districts. 
In Westmoreland, Hanover and St. James, out of a total of 126 
schoolhouses 57 were completely destroyed and 41 more or less 
seriously damaged; 19 teachers’ houses were destroyed and 26 
damaged, while in other parts of the Island four schoolhouses and 
one teacher’s house were destroyed and six schoolhouses and 
46 teachers’ houses were damaged. The Director of Education 
bears testimony to the courage with which the managers and 
teachers faced the disaster. 


Inpustrian Scuoots. 


The number of inmates of the Industrial Schools, male and 
female, was :— 





Stony Hill ... art Neh Pale as ee a 462 
Shortwood ... «, ee ae ie ne 39 
Alpha Cottage a, ax; dies ta ree 153 
Belmont be Me fos ra =e Bd ‘19 
Happy Grove we oe ee es ae 25 

A total of ny) 3 a ats Aes 698 


Seconpary Eptcarion. 


The expenditure of the enlowed schools during the year was as 
follows : — 
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Jamaica College ... ee ee ued ae 3,435 
Munro and Dickenson’s ... te =H sei 6,345 
Wolmer’s ... re Pas wee ae ae 3,668 
Manning’s ois bom aa a es 1,110 
Rusea’s... hs os os aes ee 364 
Tichfield ... ae we 3 a, oa 1,637 
Beckford and Smith’s ... on eh es 362 
Mauchester Schools = ha a ae 291 
Vere Schools we ee es S&S ke 488 
Montego Bay School ee oe ae ae 619 
Guthrie Davidson’s a ee mat ca 66 

£18,385 


The total number of pupils was 1,478, including those receiving 
elementary education in the Tichfield Schools. One boy from 
Munro and Dickenson’s obtained the Rhodes Scholarship, one from 
the Jamaica College took the Jamaica Scholarship, and one from 
Wolmer’s the £60 Scholarship ; 93 boys and girls passed the Cam- 
bridge Local Examinations, 33 of them taking honours. 

A Girls’ Scholarship of the value of £150 a year, tenable for 
three years, was established during the year by a vote trom general 
revenue. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


(a) Pusrre Hosprrat, Krnusron. 


Indoor patients treated, 3,148; outdoor patients, including 
paupers, 9,290; dressings done for out-patients, 18,022; prescrip- 
tions made up, 20,461; total surgical operations, 1,027; daily 
average number ot inmates, 22277; total cost of maintenance, 
£10,540; receipts, £702 16s. 1d. 


(b) Vicrort, Jupiren Lyinc-1n Hosprrau. 


Number of patients admitted, 653; 8 pupil nurses admitted for 
training (one was uuable to finish her term owing to ill-health, and 
7 passed and received certificates); average daily number of 
patients, 17; receipts, £366 8s. 6d.; expenditure, £1,430. 


(c) Lunatic AsyLum. 


Number of patients on 31st March, 1913, 1,314; an increase of 
119 since beginning’ of the year. Total number of patients under 
treatment during year, 1,547; daily average resident, 1,272; rate 
of recovery, 38°94 per cent.; admissions, 349; discharges, 185; 
deaths, 97; death-rate, 7°46 per cent. 

- The proportion of insane is one to 682 population. A new ward 
for the safe custody of criminal lunatics has been commenced. 
* Cost of maintenance, £18,414; receipts, £9,321. 
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(d) Lever’s Home. 


Patients on 31st March, 1912 an = a 114 
Admitted ... a i co 14 
128 
Discharged a Mae ee ea 3 
Absconded ... a sy ee ai a 
Died tae a SS aie te 14 
— 17 
On Slst March, 1913... 0. we 


The buildings and grounds were kept in good order. The death- 
rate was 10°9 per cent. The average longevity of leper life of 
those who died during the year works out at 74 years. Cost of 
maintenance, £2,584; receipts, nil. 


(e) GovERNMENT Savines Bank. 


The liability of the bank to its depositors on current account was 
further decreased during the year by £15,693, the decrease on 
ordinary accounts being “£13 491, while the Government accounts 
were decreased by £221) 2s. 

The net decreases in liability in the two previous years were 
£29,620 12s. 113d. and £1,511 3s. 7}d. respectively. 

The ordinary deposits amounted during the year to £107,561 
Os. 2?d., a decrease of £4,524 15s. 2d., and the withdrawals to 
£121,052 4s. 64d., an increase of £7,119 19s. 11d., as compared 
with the previous year. 

The balance sheet on 31st March, 1913, shows a liability to 
depositors of £316,971, the full amount of which was covered by 
investments in British and Colonial securities at that date. 

The income and expenditure of the Savings Bank for the year 
may be summarised as below : — 








Income. 
ly a ols 
Interest on Investments on an 11,912 14 8 
Interest on Deposits... nee 350 2 6 

Refund by Imperial Government of 

Income Tax overpaid... Wee i 379 6 2 
Miscellaneous... a ae et 13 15 11 
£12,655 19 3 

Expenditure. 
Interest on Deposits... ae Es 7,721 12 6 
Expenses of Management : is 2,385 0 7 
Balance Profit to General Revenue... 2,549 6 2 
£12,655 19 3 


The number of pass books examined was 4,299. 
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During the past ten years the ordinary deposits in the Savings 
Bank have declined by £119,000. The institution no longer 
meets the needs of any but the depositors of very trifling amounts, 
as better rates of interest can be secured in the Canadian Banks 
doing business in the country and in all industrial or agricultural 
undertakings. 

(f) Recistration or Trrixs. 

The number of titles registered is steadily increasing at the rate 
of between 300 and 400 each year. The Titles Assurance Fund 
amounted at the end of the year to £5,438. 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
(Courts, PoLice anp Prisons.) 


The judicial statistics show that the total number of convictions 
in Circuit Courts was 131, as compared with 104 in 1911-12; of 
convictions in the Resident Magistrates’ Court 7,935, as com- 
pared with 6,639; of summary convictions 15,028 as compared 
with 15,037. 

There was a marked increase in the proportion of convictions 
of offences against property in all three divisions of the courts. 
Convictions for predial larceny show an increase from 1,382 last 
year to 2,369 in the year under report. 

The causes of this sudden increase are the long period of 
drought which prevailed in the greater portion of the Island and 
the occurrence of a hurricane in the western parishes which 
destroyed much property. 

There was 1 conviction for murder in the course of the year, 
and 5 for man-slaughter, comparing with 4 and 3, respectively, 
in the previous year. 

The committals to the prisons during the year numbered 5,076, 
and to lock-ups for short terms 1,929, making a total of 7,005, 
as compared with 5,676 in the previous year, an increase of 1,329. 

The re-convictions during the year amounted to 1,690, of which 
548 were second convictions, 319 third, and 823 fourth and 
upward. During 1911-12 the re-convictions numbered 1,442. 

The daily average of prisoners in custody in the Penitentiary 
and St. Catherine District Prison was 1,259, as compared with 
1,087 during the previous year. There were 39 deaths in the 
prisons, as compared with 29 during 1911-12. There were 3 
executions of capital punishment. In the previous year there 
were none. 

Considering the institutions separately : 24 deaths occurred in 
the General Penitentiary, representing a rate of 32:9 per 1,000. 
At St. Catherine District Prison 15 deaths occurred, representing 
a rate of 28:2 per 1,000. The state and discipline of the prisons 
has been good. and no corporal punishment was inflicted. for 
breaches of discipline. 

The reformatory branch at the District Prison contained 23 
lads on 31st March. The inmates have a building and compound 
separate from those occupied by the regular prisoners in the 
District Prison. 
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During the year 1912-13, 185 persons were bound over as pro- 
bationers under Law 27 of 1909. From these probationers 668 
reports were received. 47 probationers were directed to make 
their reports to the Police Station nearest to their homes, 8 were 
allowed to report by letter and 130 reported in person to the 
Probation Officer. 

Of the 185 probationers under supervision this year, 14 were 
brought before the court for offences subsequent to first convic- 
tion and sentenced to imprisonment. Proceedings were taken 
against 20 probationers who failed to report. 

The gross expenditure for the General Penitentiary amounted 
to £15,587, and for the St. Catherine District Prison, £7,365, 
total, £22,952. The gross earnings in case of the General 
Penitentiary were £3,710, and of the St. Catherine District 
Prison, £1,350. The yield of the St. Catherine District Prison 
Farm was valued at £1,126. £605 of that amount is the value 
of articles grown and consumed by the prisoners, thereby reducing 
the cost of the prison by that amount. 

Po1ice. 

In reporting on the Police Department, the Inspector General 
states that the establishment, including officers, was nine men 
under the authorised strength on the 31st March, 1913. This 
maintained recovery from the depletion from which the Force 
has suffered during recent years is satisfactory. 

The health of the sub-officers and men appears to have im- 
proved during the year. 1,301 days less were spent in hospital 
than in the preceding year. 

There were 84 criminals under police supervision and 2,584 
habitual criminals under surveillance during the year; 1,831 
habitual criminals were re-convicted during 1913, against 1,488 
in 1912. 





VII.—VITAL STATISTICS AND PUBLIC HEALTH. 
_ The estimated population of the Island on the 31st March, 
1913, was 855,682. This figure is arrived at as follows :— 
Estimated population on 31st 











March, 1912... An 845,767 
Births registered, 1912-13 .. 938,159 
Deaths so 3) 1. 21,450 
11,709 
857,476 
Migration :— 
Arrivals—general bes .. 26,178 
Arrivals—East Indians ... wa. 1,985 
27,163 
Departures—general Sa ve 28,428 
Departures—East Indians Ee 529 
——— 28,957 
1,794 


855,682 
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The Kast Indians arriving were indentured immigrants. 

Of the general arrivals and departures, 8,954 and 14,993 
respectively were labourers, and show a net emigration of 6,039 
persons of this class. The remainders, 18,209 arrivals and 
13,964 departures, represent a net immigration of 4,245 persons, 
of whom 1,456 were East Indians. 

Migration of labourers took place chiefly in respect of the 
following countries : — 





Excess | Excess 
; Departures. | Returns. 
i} 


_— | Departures. | Returned. 1 








Central America... 13,091 | 7,347 Bi4d| se 
Cuba eae see oe 1,373 798 575 _ 
Hayti de Eh 367 649 —_ 282 
Other Countries (American 162 | 160 ae | —_ 
and West Indian). \ | 
Total... ae 14,993 ; 8,954 6,321 | 282 








During the five years from April, 1908 to March, 1913, the Col- 
lector-General’s returns show that 65,895 labourers emigrated 
and 45,843 returned. The difference of 20, O28 gives an average 
loss of 4, 011 per annum. 

The mean Island population for the year, that is, the popula- 
tion on the 30th September, 1912, ascertained by adding to the 
census figures the excess of births over deaths registered since the 
census, was 854,136. On these figures the marriages, births, and 
deaths have been calculated. 

The following is the number of marriages, births, and deaths 
registered during the year, with the rates per 1,000 for this 
and the preceding year. 





pana per 1,000. 


+ 1912-13, Pore 1911-12. 
' | 





Marriages as ae ane as 3,218 3:7 | 4:2 
Births ... aoe aes sie Sos 33,159 38°8 | 39-0 
Deaths... 0. wesc | 21,450 25-1 | 22-1 





Of the births, 21,318, or 64:2 per 100, were illegitimate. The 

rate was 64:1 in 1911-12, and the average for the decade 63:3. 
There was a decrease of infant mortality in proportion to the 

general death-rate, which increased by 8 per cent. 

i Rate per 100 of deaths. 











—_ © 1910-11. 
1911-12. | 1912-13, 
Infants under one year out 31°74 33-0 | 29-9 
Infants under two years i 404 42-0 : 38°8 





Death-rate per 1,000 ... 0.) OBL 22-1 25-1 
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This does not denote any improvement in the ratio of infantile 
deaths to births, which for the whole Island has increased from 
17-5 per cent. in 1908-9 to 19°3 per cent. in 1912-13 in the case 
of children under 1 year of age, and from 25:1 per cent. to 29°5 
per cent. in the case of children under 5 years of age, while the 
figures for Kingston show an increase from 26°2 to 26°8 per cent. 
for children under one year and from 32°8 per cent. to 35 per 
cent. for children under 5 years during the same period. 

In the order named, the parishes of Hanover, Clarendon, St. 
Aun, and Westmoreland show the highest birth rates, while those 
of St. Ann, Manchester, St. Mary, and Trelawny show the lowest 
death rates. : 

St. Andrew, St. Elizabeth, Portland, and St. Thomas exhibit 
the lowest birth rates. 

Uncertified cases of death were 73:3 per cent., compared with 
75°2 in 1911-12, for the whole Island. The figures for Kingston 
were 18:8 in 1912-13 and 27-0 in 1911-12, a very satisfactory 
diminution. 

The principal causes of death in Kingston, stated in order of 
nunber of deaths in 1912-138, were as follows :— 





1912-18. 1911-12. 





— a 
Causes. No. |Rateper 100; No. | Rate per 100 
of | of Total of of Total 


Deaths.| Deatks. | Deaths.| Deaths. 








Diarrhoea and Enteritis a 332 | 7:2 191 11°8 

Phthisis ... wen Ase wef 174 | 9-0 163 10:0 

Heart Disease ... an ve 118 61 83 51 

Enteric Fever ... ane eke 85 4-4 69 | 4:2 

Atrophy, Icterus and Scleroma 235 12°2 190 | 11-7 
of new born (under 1 year). 

Atrophy, Icterus and Inanition | 52 2°6 78 | 4:8 





(1 year and upwards). | 











Malaria is no longer a serious item in the mortality of Kingston. 
The Registrar-General remarks with reference to it—‘‘ It is satis- 
factory to note that malaria, which in 1909-10 was accountable for 
6°9 per cent. of the deaths in Kingston, has gone steadily down 
since then, the rate being 6°9 in 1909-10, 5:0 in 1910-11, 3:2 in 
1911-12, and 1:2 in 1912-13.” 

Of the few cases of malaria now reported in Kingston a pro- 
portion represents arrivals from elsewhere. 

It may also be noted that fever (not otherwise defined) has 
also steadily declined to 1:5 per cent. 

Bowel and lung complaints, enteric fever, and heedlessness 
of infant life are the causes of death against which the sanitary 
and education authorities may hope to wage a_ beneficent 
campaign. 

The epidemic of whooping cough which commenced in the June 
quarter, 1910, has at length spent itself after claiming 1,505 
victims, 17 of whom died in 1912-18. ‘‘ Vomiting sickness,’’ the 
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cause of which is still under investigation, was registered as the 
cause of death in 188 cases, while 12 deaths were certified as 
cerebro-spinal fever, and 98 were registered as meningitis, of 
which 97 were certified. 

These facts are mentioned because the term ‘ vomiting sick- 
ness ’’ which might with equal cogency be applied to sea sickness, 
having been loosely used in certain cases in which medical men 
failed to diagnose some disease accompanied by the symptom of 
vomiting, the term has been seized on by the public, encouraged 
by the profession, and used as a kind of shibboleth to describe 
any illness accompanied by sickness at the stomach. Cases 
reported as ‘‘ vomiting sickness’ have from time to time proved 
on investigation to be due to a multiplicity of ailments, such as 
malaria, biliousness, wortus, &c., but there was always a residue 
ascribed by certain medical men to meningitis, a diagnosis which 
was not accepted by others. It was then suggested that this 
residue of cases might be due to yellow fever, but this suggestion 
was scouted by the older medical men who had had the oppor- 
tunity of seeing cases of this disease in the distant past and failed 
to couple the symptoms with those of the residue of the cases of 
“* vomiting sickness.’? Moreover, as no effort had been made to 
trace the disease through the medium of the Stegomyia mosquito, 
and it attacked the class of people hitherto immune and at the 
wrong time of year, there was profound distrust of the theory. 
About this time the Bacteriologist had the opportunity of examin- 
ing specimens and he found in some of them the germs of 
meningitis. The investigation is not yet concluded. Dr. Seidelin 
was sent out by the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine to 
make investigations and his report has not yet been received. In 
the meantime it seems proper to group together the cases reported 
as vomiting sickness with those certified as meningitis pending 
more complete and authoritative information. 








Pusiic Hera. 


The expenditure of the Medical Department during the year 
amounted to £74,621, as against £68,626 in 1911-12. 

The progressive increase in the expenditure of this depart- 
ment in the course of the last six years is noticeable. The 
figures are as follows: — 


£ 
1907-8 vas ae ne ee 54,839 
1908-9 te ay wee aa 56,404 
1909-10 *sk uM i ‘ag 58,317 
1910-11 sr i oe i 64,986 
1911-12 ae ee a ae 68,626 
1912-13 . 74,621 


This does not include the cost of building, which was £8,743 in 
the past year, bringing up the total to £83,364, or nearly 8 per 
cent. of the revenue collected, 

During the year, 43 persons were detained at the Quarantine 
Station, and quarantine restrictions were imposed upon ships 
coming from Trinidad, Brazil, Venezuela, Porto Rico, Cuba, 
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and other countries in consequence of reports of cases of infec- 
tious diseases in those places. 


During the year the increased attention given to the disease 
of yaws, in pursuance of the extended powers given by the Yaws 
Notification Law No. 23 of 1910, was continued, and 8,285 new 
cases were treated, 21,410 visits being paid altogether, and 
10,866 persons returned as treated, though the returns are 
incomplete. 

The disease prevails generally in mountainous localities and 
where water is scarce or not easily accessible and where, conse- 
quently, cleanliness, bathing, and proper sanitary precautions 
are neglected. 


Treatment with salvarsan in hospital was employed in 349 
cases, of which 327 were discharged cured. Only in 14 cases was 
a second injection used, and more than two in one. 

The arrangements made for the treatment of out-patients at 


hospitals in 1910-11 resulted in a further increase in the numbers 
treated. During 1912-13 the numbers were :— 





At Kingston Hospital... fe Se 9,290 
At public general hospitals Sef na 11,599 
In districts ... ei An ed vd 45,186 

Under the ticket system of reduced 
payment ee a ane a: 1,597 
67,672 





The total number of patients treated in public general hospitals 
during the year under review was 27,781. There were 665 deaths 
in hospitals. Adding the cases treated in the Kingston Public 
Hospital, 3,148, the Jubilee (Lying-in) Hospital, 653, the 
Lunatic Asylum, 1,314, the Lepers’ Home, 128, the total number 
of patients treated in Government hospitals and asylums total 
33,024. 

The number of operations performed was 2,552, with 25 deaths. 

Continued attention was given to the hook-worm disease. 


The Bacteriologist examined 897 specimens and found 702, or 
78 per cent., harbouring the worm, while in the Spanish Town 
Prison 1,378 cases were examined, with positive results in 71°55 
per cent., and in the General Penitentiary 339 cases, with 
70 per cent. In the public general hospitals 3,641 cases were 
thymolised and 1,147 East Indian immigrants who arrived were 
landed at the Quarantine Station, and 711 found to be infected 
were treated. The Surgeon Superintendent of one of the immi- 
grant ships had treated 180 cases during the voyage until his 
supply of thymol and naphthol B had run out. The Medical 
Board that examined the immigrants on arrival state that it 
is evident there is no insuperable obstacle to treating coolies on 
board during the voyage from India, and are of opinion that the 
period on board ship offers the completest facilities for thoroughly 
thymolising them. 
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The daily average of patients accommodated in the public 
hospitals was 1,094°83, against 967 in the previous year, and 533 
in the year 1904-5, 

The principal diseases for which patients were admitted into 
the public general hospitals were as follows :— 


Disease. Cases. Deaths. 

Malarial Fever, Intermittent ... 8,068 49 

a »  Remittent ... we 858 21 

33 »,  Pernicious ... Std 45 10 
Skin Diseases ... nad a .. 8,614 10 
Disease of the Digestive System ... 2,010 100 
Local Injuries ... ae bs . 1,935 33 
Rheumatism ... ant ak .. 1,194 —_— 
Diseases of the Respiratory System... 672 56 
Disease of the Circulatory System ... 172 eae 
Diseases of the Cellular Tissue rn 696 4 
Ankylostomiasis (Hook-worm) .. 1,594 16 
Gonorrhea as oy AG ne 316 — 
Syphilis ae ae ae ie 628 ll 
Anemia ine oe ot vee 195 11 
Diseases of the Eye ... ae 326 —_ 


The Government Bacteriologist conducted during the year 
examinations of 6,194 specimens covering a wide field of investi- 
gation, the most important as affecting the mortality in the 
Island being enteric fever, ankylostomiasis, vomiting sickness, 
malaria and dysentery. After fumigation of a ship from Cuba 
two out of 67 rats killed on board were found to be infected with 
plague, but test examinations of rats caught in the Island have 
all yielded negative results. Of 183 cases of ‘‘ vomiting sick- 
ness’? examined, 52, or 284 per cent., were traced to cerebro- 
spinal meningitis. So great has been the demand on the 
Bacteriologist’s services that it has been found necessary to pro- 
vide for the appointment of an Assistant 

A considerable amount of work in connexion with improved 
drainage of the coast towns was carried on during the past 
year. The filling of the swamp to the eastward of Kingston 
was completed by convict labour. The Government purchased 
Kingston Pen, to the west of the city, and greatly improved the 
property which had for many years been in a very insanitary 
condition, and the Health Department of the Mayor and Council 
devoted increased attention to obliterating the breeding places 
of mosquitoes, with the result, already stated, that the death rate 
from malaria has fallen to 12 per cent., including deaths of 
patients admitted to the Public Hospital from other parishes. 

Pipe outlets into the sea for draining swamps or streams have 
been constructed at Morant Bay, Annotto Bay, and Port Maria, 
and many drains have been cemented to facilitate the passage 
of water and abolish stagnant pools. Unfortunately work has 
had to be discontinued in order to provide funds for repairing 
the damage occasioned by the hurricanes of November last. 

11,422 ounces of quinine were issued for use in institutions 
on estates, by the police, in schools, or for sale at the post offices 
at td. per packet. 
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Bowel complaints, variously returned as dysentery, colitis 
and enteritis, have been very prevalent during the year and 
caused several deaths. In those parts of the Island in which 
there has been a drought and no hurricane it has been attributed 
to the drought, and in those where there has been a hurricane 
and no drought to the hurricane. To the statistician collating 
the returns and reports it would appear probable that the disease, 
having been introduced, has been carried from place to place 
by human agency, possibly contaminating water supplies by; 
neglect of sanitation and food by means of insects, house 
flies, &e. 


VIII.—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 


156. The Postmaster for Jamaica furnishes the following 
figures, comparing the postal revenues for 1911-12 with those 
of previous years: — 











— 1912-13. | 1911-12. | 1910-11. 
£ £ £ 
Postages os arr cs 40,992 39,487 36,587 
Commission on Money Orders. | 364 411 390 
Local Commission on British Postal Orders 754 240 225 
Commission on Local Postal Orders ah 403 891 831 
Miscellaneous ... an ae a3 ie 583 584 938 
Telegraphs  ... “8 nee be ait 8,125 7,109 6,942 
Total vi ae Are bay 51,221 48,722 45,913 











These statistics show an increase of £2,499 in gross revenue 
as compared with the previous year, due to increases of £1,505 
and £1,016 in postage and telegraph collections, and of £514 
on commission on British postal orders, which have been in use 
since September last in lieu of local orders. The consequent 
decrease on local postal orders and on money orders has been 
£535, 

The expenditure of the year by the Department amounted to 
£51,211 as against £42,466 in 1911-12. 


The progress of the department is illustrated by the following 
figures :— 





Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ & 
1892-93 wo Pe 24,966 22,405 
1902-03 is ae 33,105 27,696 
1912-13 ae ea 51,221 51,211 


160. As compared with the two previous years the numbers 
of letters and postcards were :— 
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At General Post Office. 





1912-13. 1911-12, 1910-1i. 





Outwards oo. ue | 4,498,416 | 4,461,971 | 4,508,686 


Inwards wees ces | 5,499,762 | 5,649,423 | 5,688,126 





Total ow ss, vse | 9,993,178 | 10,111,894 | 10,196,812 
: 





At District Post Offices. 




















Total .. oa. a | 1,486,638 | 1,577,412 | 1,494,537 
Grond Total. w. | 11,479,816 | 11,688,806 | 11,691,349 
Telegrams sent and received ove 223,635 192,270 134,626 











An increase of 31,365 in the number of telegrams sent during 
the year, and of £1,017 in telegraph revenue, is attributable 
in part to the introduction of sixpenny inland telegrams in 
January, 1911, and also in part to the number of offices being 
increased from 90 to 94. : 

Seven new District Post Offices were opened during the year, 
making the total number 197. 

The value of orders cashed during the year on behalf of the 
United States of America exceeded that of the previous year 
by £3,606, and this increase was due principally to remittances 
from the Canal Zone. 

The facilities offered to the public of buying five-grain doses 
of quinine at a farthing each were continued at all post offices, 
the amount of the sales heing £239 1s. 3d. 


IX.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


The total expenditure of the Public Works Department for the 
year under review was £280,153 18s. 6d., summarised as 
follows : — 


Ce ae 
Salaries and other Departmental Charges ... 19,262 4 9 
Main Roads and Bridges, Maintenance ae 108,697 8 1 
£ Sx ds 
New Works ... ave .. 64,281 18 7 
New Bridges under Law 20 
of 1892 bce ae ae 2,080 19 7 
New Roads to improve access 
to Railway Stations, 
Clarendon ... ae a 5,004 5 9 


Relief Work .., soe os 3,237 4 3 
: — 74,604 8 2 
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£ os. d. 
Public Buildings, Maintenance eA an 12,458 2 5 
Public Buildings, New Works... sin ie 36,302 10 9 
Lighthouses tee ues ahs ge 1,781 14 8 
Rio Cobre Irrigation Works ats as abe 2,385 16 9 
Spanish Town Water Works ... Bats Per 1,025 18 9 
Government Schools... rs Sad vee 6,247 15 3 
Malaria Reclamations ... 7,125 3 9 
Mail Conveyance and Telegraph and Tele- 
phones : 6,967 -9 1 
Miscellaneous Services ees Re cae 18,400 11 1 


£280,153 18 6 





The total length of main roads at the end of the year was 2,211 
miles 33} chains, exclusive of about 34 miles taken over for 
reconstruction. 

The average cost of ordinary maintenance of roads per mile for 
the whole island was £45 9s. 10d., and including special works 
of improvement £49 2s.; of this sum flood damages amounted to 
£10 5s. 5d. per mile. 

The average cost per mile in St. Mary was £93 19s. 2d., and in 
St. Elizabeth £21 3s. 2d., being the highest and lowest, 
respectively. 

The weather for ten months of the year was favourable for road 
work, being dry in almost all parts except the extreme west and 
east of the “Island, but hurricanes accompanied by floods occurred 
in November in the western parishes and in St. Andrew, St. 
Catherine, Clarendon and Manchester, the rainfall for that month 
being 26°74 inches, as against the average of 7°44 inches. Serious 
damage was done to main roads, public buildings, and tele- 
graphs, estimated at £41,471; school houses suffered to the extent 
of about £5,000, and parochial roads and buildings were also very 
much damaged. 

The extent to which the expenditure of the Public Works 
Department has increased, and the relative cost of supervision 
are indicated by the following figures : — 


£ 
1902-3 ae a es 118,980 
1903-4 hep ae io 129,514 
1904-5 ue hs Me 114,929 
1905-6 na 35 iy 100,563 supervision per cent. 13°8 
1906-7 ae hs ee 111,310 o ar 126 
1907-8 a 2% ose 138,914 v 4 10-6 
1908-9 an us sy 165,276 a . 9:2 
1909-10 ann see ee 178,544 og fe 86 
1910-11 3 eat os 189,436 oh is 83 
1911-12 2 ae as 235,206 "5 mn 13 
1912-18 cs ae a 280,154 Pr a, 68 


The progressive cost of maintenance and special works on main 
roads from £32 2s. Od. per mile in 1906-1907 and £29 5s. 9d. in 
1907-1908 to £49 2s. Od. in 1912-1913 is attributed to flood 
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damages £10 5s. 5d. per mile, to heavier traffic, to damage by 
motor cars, motor trucks, and traction engines and to lack of 
sufficient supervision in consequence of the great increase of work 
which has devolved on the staff. Much of the work done during 
the past year was performed under great stress of urgency during 
the heavy rains which followed the hurricane, when roads were 
blocked, telegraph and telephone lines blown down and public 
buildings unroofed or damaged. 

The inadequacy of the staff had been recognised and in October 
last a resolution had been passed by the Legislative Council 
authorising the appointment of a divisional engineer and the 
employment for a term of three years of a hydraulic engineer to 
consider and supervise certain schemes for water supplies, &c., 
which were in contemplation. On account of the heavy expendi- 
ture due to drought and hurricane and the reduction of revenue 
from remission of taxation and other causes only the hydraulic 
engineer has been engaged. 

£11,196 14s. 3d. was spent on the second block of the new 
public buildings, including the Supreme Court and Offices, the 
Kingston Judge’s Court, the Administrator General’s Office, the 
Land Titles Office, the Surveyor General’s Office, the Attorney 
General’s Office, the Constabulary Office, and the Education 
Office. 

Both blocks of the new public buildings in King Street are 
now completed at a cost of— 





£ 
West Block ... os an ce 42,914 
East Block... a5 Aes ae 43,905 
Land... Re Sis bn a 30,632 
Total ... be: . £117,451 





These buildings were paid for out of current revenue as well 
as King’s House, which cost the additional sum of £20,400 
They replace buildings damaged or destroyed by the earthquake 
of 1907. 


GoveRNMENT RaILWway. 


The total receipts were £183,279, the expenditure, exclusive 
of debt charges, £95,157, making the net earnings, £88,122. 
The receipts fell short of those for 1911-1912 by £6,728, due to 
diminished traffic consequent on the hurricanes which occurred 
in November and the droughts which prevailed during the greater 
part of the year. There was, however, a decrease of expenditure 
of £2,672, so that the deficiency of net revenue as compared with 
the previous year was £4,056. 

After paying debt charges on the capital expenditure of 
£2,640,865 the net loss to the public treasury on the working 
of the railway system amounted to £29,611 for the year. The 
average loss for the past twelve years has been £62,514 or a total 
of £750,168, but it appears evident that the railway is slowly 
approaching a condition of equilibrium between revenue and 





JAMAICA, 1912-13. 35 


expenditure. But for the excessive capital cost, amounting to 
£14,313 per mile, no loss would accrue. 

The railway was taken over by the Government on 16th August, 
1900, under an Order of the Supreme Court, the Company having 
defaulted in the payment of interest on the First Mortgage bonds. 
The line when taken over proved to be in indifferent condition, 
the rolling stock insufficient and to a great extent unsuitable, 
and there were certain debts remaining unpaid. The average 
gross earnings for the two preceding years had been £115,997 and 
the working expenses £97,423, leaving only £18,574 per annum 
to go towards the payment of debt charges. Since then the most 
careful and economical management has been necessary, particu- 
larly as the mountain sections of the line had been constructed 
with such steep grades and sharp curves that much difficulty 
was experienced in obtaining rolling stock of a suitable descrip- 
tion, the type of engine ultimately adopted being of American 
manufacture with immense boiler capacity. 

Owing to the increase of traffic the rolling stock has become 
inadequate and will have to be considerably increased, some of 
the main road bridges over which the Company was allowed to 
run its lines may have to be strengthened and other works under- 
taken, but in other respects the line is in very good order, well 
ballasted, and provided with hard-wood sleepers. 

The history of this line is instructive as an indication of what 
should be avoided in Colonial Railway development. The line, 
for a distance of 14 miles 5 furlongs, was opened for traffic by a 
private company in 1845. Representing capital expenditure of 
over £267,000 it was purchased by the Colonial Government for 
£93,932 in 1879; extensions of 38? miles constructed by con- 
tractors were opened for traffic in 1885: in 1890 it was sold to an 
American Syndicate: in 1894 an extension of 66 miles was 
completed and in 1896 a further length of 544 miles. The 
Syndicate having defaulted, the Government resumed possession 
in 1900, with the result stated above. 

Railway extension could not be resumed until 1912, when the 
annual loss showed a marked diminution. A branch up the Rio 
Minho Valley was then commenced, but the lessons of the past 
having been taken to heart, the Director of the Railway, who 
had been in charge since 1900, was entrusted with the construc- 
tion, and a section of 10 miles to Suttons was opened on the 10th 
March, the balance of 34 miles being well advanced. The 
expenditure to the end of the year amounted to nearly £68,000, 
or less than £7,000 per mile. The difference between this sum 
and the capital cost of the old line—£14,313 per mile—is suffi- 
ciently striking to indicate the advantage of conducting the work 
of railway construction under well organised direct control rather 
than by means of contracts with private companies. 

The Acting Director of the Railway in his report states :— 

“Tn consequence of Mr. James Richmond going on sick 
leave on March 10th, 1918, which has since been followed 
by his retirement on a well earned pension, the duty of 
writing this report has devolved on me. A very cursory 
examination of the various comparative statements annexed 
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to this report bear testimony, better and more lasting than 
any words of mine can do, to the remarkable development of 
the railway and to the improved financial results due to his 
single-minded devotion to his onerous duties.” 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


During the year the Colony has suffered from the two catas- 
trophes of drought and hurricane. The former was the more 
widespread and caused very lasting distress, while the latter 
appealed more to the imagination, on account of the swift destruc- 
tion which marked its path. Fortunately, the public finances 
were in a strong position and it was possible to provide for the 
relief of the sufferers out of surplus revenue. The Island has 
been the sport of circumstances for some years past. Slowly and 
painfully emerging from the depression caused by the almost 
total destruction of the sugar industry, portions of it have been 
devastated by hurricanes in 1880, 1886, 1899, 1908, and 1912, and 
a destructive earthquake in 1907. The matter which has caused 
the greatest financial embarrassment to the Government was, 
however, the sale of the Railway in 1890, which had to be taken 
back in 1900 after the company to which it had been handed over 
had defaulted. Since then the loss incurred on it, after paying 
debt charges and working expenses, has amounted to more than 
£750,000. 

My predecessor, Sir Sydney Olivier, left the Colony on the 18th 
January, 1918, to take up other duties in His Majesty’s Service, 
and I arrived on the 6th March and entered upon the duties of 
Governor of the Colony on the 7th. 

Due to the heavy demands for the relief and re-housing of the 
poorer classes who suffered from the effects of drought and 
hurricane, and for loans to assist in the restoration of crops 
damaged or destroyed by the hurricane of November, 1912, a 
period of economy in expenditure has become necessary, and 
many useful public works have had to be postponed to a more 
propitious season. 


I have, &c., 


W. H. Mannine, 


Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


























ANNUAL. 

Colony, &c. Year. 
Straits Settlements.. dss ene ons ate +» 1911-1912 
East Africa Protectorate eas on aes oe oe ” 
St. Lucia... ee ae ae 7 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands. Protectorate ae ast ay 1911 
Cayman Islands (J:maica) ae Ses “ os. 1911-1912 
Gibraltar... eee Bs ae 1912 
St. Helena ... oe or ase ms 
Weihaiwei ... aes it see eee a aud an 
Ceylon ae ary oe a ae ae +» 1911-1912 
Sierra Leone ase ae - ene eee a 1912 
Seychelles... 8s ase tes esi a one ” 
Somaliland . ie ee ate oi vee 1912-1913 
Hong Kong. ec ve one 1912 
Turks and Caicos Island nee! ane ” 
Falkland Islands... o eae + 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coas 7 ten e 
Bahamas... wee aae se nee eee 1912-1913 
Gambia see ove toe oe sen eee ts 1912 
Fiji... ae oe ave see AS ey aes a 
Basutoland . Fe nee ae moe tee see 1912-1913 
Gold Coast . mae : a 1912 
Ashanti wat oes ane js 
Nyasaland ... tee se 1912-1913 
Bechuanaland Protectorate. we Sey is ie A 
British Solomon Islands ... res es bee sh 
Colonial Survey Committee aa eve es tos i 
Tongan Islands Protectorate oie See ie hs 3 
Swaziland ... Oe toe 555 aig ove . "3 
Imperial Institute ... ee toe eee ns ove ” 
Barbados ie uae ae : a ae ‘ 
British Guiana a <6 ne i 
Entomological Research Committee a a 
Southern Nigeria ... on ot a 1912 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony, &c. 


St, Vincent ... 


Weihaiwei 
Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland... 
Southern Nigeria 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies... 


Southern Nigeria 
Ditto 


Subject. 
Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 
Census, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 
1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient Monu- 


1907-8 and 


ments, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1911. 
Ditto 1912, 
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BRITISH HONDURAS 


(For Report for 1911, see No. 733.) 


Tue Governor to Tue SEcRETARY oF Stare. 


Government House, 
Belize, 
19th November, 1913. 
Sir, 
I wave the honour to forward herewith the Annual Report 
on the Blue Book for 1912. 


I have, &c., 
Wirrep CoLter, 
Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, 
&e., &e., &e. 
+: Eeueias 
( ‘fis 
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A COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF BRITISH HONDURAS 
FOR THE YEAR 1912. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The financial returns in this report, except where otherwise 
stated, are for the year ended 31st March, 1912. The other returns 
are for the calendar year 1912. 

On the Ist April, 1911, there was an apparent deficit of 
$327,268.59, due to expenditure on the railway having been 
incurred before the authorised loan was floated. 

The following statements.show the revenue and expenditure of 
the Colony for the financial years 1910-11 and 1911-12, under each 
head of revenue and service, respectively :— 


General Revenue. 


Amount Amount 
collected in collected in 
the year the year 


Head of Revenue. 1910-1911. 1911-1912. 
$ $ 
1. Customs. a .. 258,118.42 278,807.17 
2. Light and Wh arf Dues ae cy 9,093.14 9,490.76 
3. Tnternal Taxation cae 83,507.19 83,507.19 © 

4. Revenues of Government Pro- 

perty he 9,333.40 18,443.93 

5. Fees of Court or Office, &e. eon 27,386.01 23,839.50 

6. Post Office ; ae, 14,745.06 17,875.09 

Tt: Telegraphs _ ze F a 8,402.48 9,423.94 

8. Interest... 7,362.12 14,538.39 
9. Reimbursements on account of 
Belize Town and Harbour 

Improvements Me et 119.54 119.54 

10. Miscellaneous Receipts ... ved 2,738.76 2,067,45 

11. Railway Receipts te aa 15,421.17 15,157.54 

Total Ordinary Revenue ... 436,227.24 477,527.02 

12. Sale of Crown Lands a me 23,067.86 9,942.11 

13. Casual Revenue ... be 3a —_ 345.72 

14. Supply of Coin... —_ 10,500.00 


15. Reimbursements from Loan Funds 
on account of Expenditure on 
Railway Construction and Loan : 
Works a, ae aa _— 703,593.25 


Total Revenue ... .. 459,295.10 1,201,908.10 
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Head of Revenue. 


Local Revenue : — 


Belize District 
Corozal District 
Orange Walk District 
Stann Creek District 
Toledo District 

Cayo District 


Total Local Revenue ... 


Grand Total 


Amount Amount 
collected in collected in 
the year the year 
1910-1911. 1911-1912. 
$ $ 
29,866.37 27,149.87 
3,954.49 3,522.07 
2,496.46* 1,888.33 
3,916.31 3,400.42 
2,168.90 2,061.20 
1,836.28 2,404.58 
44,238.81 40,426.47 


503,533.91 1,242,334.57 





Expenditure. 
Expenditure, Expenditure, 
Head of Expenditure. 1910-1911. 1911-1912. 
$ $ 
. Charges on account of Public 
Debt ... Ae 25,465.58 38,370.02 
. Pensions 11,006.38 11,077.24 
. Compassionate Allowance _— 1,500.00 
. Governor : 11,745.10 10,905.42 
. Colonial Secretary’s Depart. 
ment ... 9,168.30 9,031.44 
. Commissioners of Currency 546.87 66.65 
. Treasury and Custom House ... 22,394.88 22,856.77 
. Audit Department vi 3,257.86 3,080.42 
. Post Office and Telegraph 
Department ... 28,333.72 28,619.38 
. Judicial £ : 14,450.61 16,856,96 
. District Commissioners | 15,036.66 15,219.81 
. Police wae 40,737.91 42,231.47 
. Volunteer Force 7,413.23 6,922.90 
. Prisons ... 14,948.04. 14,451.35 
. Medical Depar tment us 39;941.73 39,264.24 
. Central Board of Health and 
Quarantine 1,561.41 830.89 
. Education 2 20,629.37 20,658.22 
. Surveyor General’ s Department 25,003.01 18,422.88 
. Botanic Station as 2,299.74 2,424.67 
. Miscellaneous 11,281.21 8,998.98 
. Railway Department 28,735.35 32,560.22 
. Lighthouses ; 5,641.28 5,159.89 
é Public Works Department 20,589.87 15,971.22 
. Public Works and qeceren 
Recurrent 39,773.83 30,612.42 
Total Ordinary Expenditure... 399,961.94 396,093.46 





* Not including amount of $2°43—expenditure refunded. 


6 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Expenditure. : 
Expenditure, Expenditure, 
Head of Expenditure. 1910-1911. 1911-1912. 


$ $ 
23. Public Works Extraordinary 89,608.32 32,743.66 
24. Railway Construction Extra- 








ordinary Pe 52,813.01 48,955.16 

25. Miscellaneous Extraordinary .. 427.09 12,076.71 

26. Loan Works... wes a — 42,253.72 

Total Expenditure ... 542,810.36 532,122.71 

Local Expenditure :— 

Belize District . af was 27,609.61 28,048.11* 

Corozal District... ‘ ct 3,814.01 3,928.37 
Orange Walk District... ae 2,019.07 2,417.20T 

Stann Creek District .. ne 3,774.65 4,035.07 

Toledo District ... a mn 1,898.04. 2,193.66 

Cayo District ... fae eis 1,813.29 2,437.39 

Total Local Expenditure... 40,928.67 43,059.80 





Grand Total ... . 588,789.03 575,182.51 





The only change in the tariff during the year was that effected 
by the Tariff Ordinance No. 13 of 1912, which amended the 
Tariff Ordinance No. 14 of 1911 by taking away from the 
Governor the power to exempt from duty by Order in Council 
raw material intended for use in any manufacture in which the 
produce of the Colony is used and making it necessary to obtain 
the consent of the Legislative Council to do so. 

The following is a statement of the revenue and expenditure 
for the five years 1907-08 to 1911-12 :— 


General General 

Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
$ $ 

1907-08... oe, v.  895,183 516,701 
1908-09... tee .. 860,915 535,979 
1909-10... hs .» 895,855 592,120 
1910-11... eae . 469,295 542,810 
1911-12... Be ... 1,201,908$ 532,123 


The position of the Colony on the 31st March, 1912, in respect 
of its assets and liabilities as compared with the position on the 
31st March, 1911, is shown in the following table : — 





* Including landing place and pen for cattle, $808.20. 

tT tnelading ney vat for market, $300.00 ; fencing and laying out new 
cemetery, $162.1 

{ Includes $103, 593.25 reimbursed from loan funds on account of expenditure 
on railway and other public works, 
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General Revenue. 





1911. 1912. 
$ $ 
Assets... ra te ... 290,692.13 557,544.45 
Liabilities ot oe ... 617,960.72 215,027.65 
Excess of Assets a re — 342,516.80 
Excess of Liabilities ... ... 327,268.59 — 


At the end of the calendar year 1912 the surplus on General 
Revenue Account stood at $341,126.37, of which $173,797.58 was 
invested. 

The following is a statement of the loan debt of the Colony 
on the 3lst December, 1912:— 


$ 
Loan of 1885 (5 per cent. Debentures) ... we 27,875 
Loan of 1887 (44 per cent. Debentures) ... .. 48,740 
Loan of 1891 (44 per cent. Debentures) ... .. 97,200 
Railway and Public Works Loan, 1911 ... .. 777,600 
Total ... ee San --- 946,415 


The loans of 1885, 1887, and 1891 were all contracted for 
the improvement of the town of Belize. The local fund con- 
tributes one-half of the interest on the loans of 1885 and 1887 and 
one-half of the sinking fund on the loan of 1887, but nothing i1 
respect of the loan of 1891. The sinking fund of the loan of 
1885 requires no further contributions, as the present capital value 
of the fund is sufficient to produce, at compound interest, the 
total amount which will be required to liquidate the loan when 
the payment is due. Ordinance No. 10 of 1902 has legalised the 
discontinuance of contributions to the fund. 

Provision for the repayment of these loans has been made by 
the investment of the sinking funds, as set forth in the next table, 
which shows the market value of the investments on the 31st 
December, 1912 :— 


Loan of 1885 (repayable 1916, $27,875 


= £5,735 12s.) .. % 27,442.88 

Loan of 1887 (repayable 1918, £9, 000) . 29,543.60 
Loan of 1891 (repayable 1923, £20 000) .. 48,151.65 
Total Sinking Funds ... . 105,138.13 


The standard of currency is the gold dollar of the United 
States of America, the gold coins of the United States being 
legally current at their respective values. The British sovereign 
and half-sovereign are legal tender for $4.86 and $2.43, respec- 
tively. The subsidiary silver currency, coined specially for the 
Colony, amounts to $158,916.75. There is also a bronze cent 
piece and nickel-bronze five-cents piece, whose issues amount to 
$3,750 and $2,500, respectively. 
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Under Ordinance No. 32 of 1894 currency notes have been 
issued for sums of $1, $2, $10, $50, and $100. 

The amount of notes in circulation on the 31st December, 1912, 
was $162,783. 


II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The following tables give the value of the imports and exports 
of the Colony for the years 1908 to 1912:— 








Imports. 
: 
— ' 1908. 1903. | 1910. 1911. 1912, 
: { 
$ | $ $ $ & 

United Kingdom ... 690,454 551,840 600,889 | 620,961 666,765 
Colonies .., ser 6,530 | 15,133 25,380 24,988 45,654 
United States 11. | 1,152}114 | 1,135,145 | 1,254,480 | 1,2787219 | 1,327,550 
Germany... |” 71,977 | | 41,861} ° 40,163 51,113 | * 55072 
France... 1. | 25,418 | 24.386 | 31984 | 36,077} 43,813 
Mexico ... —... | 5997184 | 755,126 | 670,387 | 6821055 | 1,100136 
Guatemala... | 34770 | 87,825 | 114,434| 95634 | 145,269 
Honduras... -. | 75,160 | 65,174. | 55,286} 63,513 | 77/039 
Other Countries | 21,116 | 27,758 | 26.214, 34117] 35,610 





Total Imports | 2,676,723 | 2,704,248 | 2,819,217 | 2,886,677 | 3,496,008 














Exports 
Sere ee aed ea bo ee EE Ee 
—_ 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 
_ = _ 

te | g $ $ $ ; 
United Kingdom ... 478,145 355,840 329,490 335,465 309,336 

Colonies ae _ ae _ _ _ 
United States .. | 1,210,626 | 1,503,249 | 1,656,271 | 1,920,989 | 2,249,732 
Mexico... cae 219,457 171,230 228,292 288,268 | 127,636 
Guatemala de 26,843 42,408 21,792 12,786 , 46,338 
Honduras v | 238,322 | 104,376 | 70,323 | 101,380 | 87/317 
France ee ie 21,510 26,220 37,952 26,600 33,200 
Other Countries ... 6,896 5,700 260 361 | 2,584 





Total Exports | 2,201,799 | 2,209,023 | 2,344,380 | 2,685,849 | 2,856,143 

















TRADE. 





The trade of the Colony amounted to $6,353,051, as compared 
with $5,572,526 in the previous year, an increase of about 14 
per cent. 

Imports. 

The articles contributing chiefly to the increase in the value 
of imports last year were flour, furniture, haberdashery and 
millinery, hardware and cutlery, hats and caps, preserved milk, 
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rive, coffee, pork, machinery, mahogany and fuel oil. The 
United Kingdom contributed 19 per cent. of the imports, the 
United States 38 per cent., and Mexico 31 per cent. 

Imports from the United Kingdom have increased by $45,804 
and from the United States by $49,301. The most remarkable 
increase in imports is from Mexico. In 1911 imports from that 
country were worth $682,055, and in 1912 they rose to $1,100,136. 
This is due to unusually large importations of mahogany by the 
C. C. Mengel and Brother Company for re-exportation. Of the 
total value of imports from Guatemala chicle, or sapodilla gum, 
accounts for nearly 90 per cent. 

The increased importations of manufactured materials from 
the United Kingdom were in haberdashery and millinery, hard- 
ware and cutlery, and machinery. In haberdashery and millinery 
the increase was from $387,749 to $48,985. In hardware and 
cutlery the increase was $5,460; in machinery, including loco- 
motives, carriages, and trucks, from $1,598 -to $16,580. This 
increase was due chiefly to tramway material and waggons 
imported for the Vaca Falls Company. Imports of machinery 
from the United States increased from $38,000 to nearly $48,000. 
The quantity of oil fuel imported increased considerably. All 
oil fuel comes from the United States. Imports of sapodilla gum 
from Mexico declined from 2,680,506 Ibs. to 1,156,710 Ibs., while 
those from Guatemala increased from 843,375 lbs. to 1,252,766 Ibs. 
The total quantity imported was 1,414,405 Ibs. less than in 1911. 
The prices, however, seemed to be slightly higher in 1912. The 
value of trucks imported increased from $7,055 in 1911 to $19.355 
last year. Four-fifths of the total value came from the United 
States and one-fifth from the United Kingdom. Wearing apparei 
was imported in about equal quantities from the United Kingdom 
and the United States. In the previous year imports from the 
United States were much more than from the United Kingdom. 
Butter was supplied chiefly by the United States and France. 
Over 90 per cent. of the value of boots and shoes came from the 
United States and only 7 per cent. from the United Kingdom. 
Such articles as bacons and hams, flour, hats and caps, furniture, 
lard and pork came chiefly from the United States. Particularly 
noticeable were the increased importations of furniture and hats 
and caps from the United States. It was not that the imports 
from the United Kingdom had decreased or been superseded in 
any way, but that the actual quantities imported increased and 
the increase came from the United States. Coffee importations 
from Guatemala and Honduras appear to have increased con- 
siderably. This is not a real increase but is due to the classifica- 
tion last year for the first time of all coffee, whether raw or ground, 
for tariff purposes as coffee. Importations of rice were larger 
than in previous years. Imports of liquors generally increased, 
while those of cigars and tobacco fell off slightly. The decrease 
in imports of coal from the United Kingdom was due to the 
strikes in England last year. The consequence was that imports 
from the United States increased from 680 tons in 1911 to 1,400 
last year. Cotton-piece goods came in larger quantities from 
the United States than from the United Kingdom. But com- 
pared with the figures for 1911 there is an increase for the 
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United Kingdom and a decrease for the United States. The 
importations of drugs and food and drink supplies from the 
United Kingdom were on the increase, while those from the 
United States decreased. Preserved milk came in increased 
quantities from the United States, Germany, and Holland. The 
importations of soap from the United Kingdom show a falling 
off, but the consumption was slightly greater. In the previous 
year a considerable quantity had been imported for re-exportation. 
The imports of shot and ammunition increased nearly 70 per cent. 
In gunpowder imports increised from 1,862 lbs. in 1911 to 
14,133 Ibs. in 1912. The reason for this is that the Liverpool 
steamers will not bring a less quantity than five tons at one time, 
and, as they did not bring a shipment in 1911, the imports in 1912 
were unusually large. In woollen manufactures the United 
Kingdom has no competitor. The value of imports, however, 
fell from $33,611 in 1911 to $27,981 in 1912. In linen goods the 
United Kingdom also has no competitor. 

The chief cause of the successful competition of the United 
States in those goods in which manufacturers in the United 
Kingdom might be considered without rivals lies in the quick, 
frequent and regular intercourse which the Colony enjoys with 
the United States. This advantage must always be considerable. 
In the case of boots and shoes, furniture, preserved fruits and 
meats, stationery, guns and revolvers, hats and caps, cheapness 
and the enterprise of American commercial travellers play a 
considerable part in causing these articles to be imported from 
the United States rather than from the United Kingdom. 

The increases and decreases in the value of imports by classes 
are as follows :— 


Class I. Live Animals, Food, Drink, &e.— 


ll... eet ae a 916,545 
ie) ee hy Db «1,001,485 
Increase... ake ae —__. 84,890 
Class II. Raw Materials— 
ll... an is A 786,829 
1912. ies ssh ww. 1,247,452 
Increase ... Soe tt ————. 460,623 
Class ITI. Manufactured Materials— 
1. Textiles. 
Ill... es ag pes 415,938 
O12 4, wae os ti 435,665 
Increase ... on Be ——_—_. 19,727 
2. Metals. 
1911. ke ade ox 174,038 
1912... a a he 212,645 
Increase — oes ————- 38,607 
3. Other. 
1911... MAE sie ca 561,510 
I a aa on key 598,911 
Increase... “a es ——_———— 37,401 





Total increase ... ae 641,248 
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Class IV. Coins and Bullion— 


$ $ 
(91%) a WS Vee ae 31,817 
1912... eae os int 800 
Decrease ... oe ae 31,017 
Net Increase... ee 610,231 


Customs import duties amounted to $260,837, as against 
$242,750.11 in 1911 and $237,857.29 in 1916. 


Exports. 

The chief articles exported, as compared with 1911, are:— 

Articles. 1911. 1912. 
Bananas... .». (bunches) 450,365 470,039 
Cedar rs w+ 7 (feet) 1,548,744 2,683,811 
Coconuts... .-» (number) 5,198,899 6,558,539 
Logwood ... ... (tons) 3,231 3,622 
Mahogany ... ... (feet) 13,020,580 16,019,932 
Plantains ... ss. (number) 2,853,445 3,341,425 
Rubber ie .. (Ibs.) 24,192 20,722 
Rum we: (gallons) 6,611 12,690 
Sapodilla Gum (Ibs.) 3,219,990 3,309,277 
Sponges a ... (Ibs.) 9,822 10,488 
Sugar—raw ... (Ibs.) 177,275 199,950 
Tortoise-shell .. (Ibs.) 3,367 3,627 


Except rubber and sugar all exports increased. In the case of 
cedar 77 per cent. of the exports were imports re-exported. In the 
“imports ’’ cedar is not shown separately from mahogany. Of 
mahogany exported 52 per cent., or more than half, came from out- 
side the Colony. In the case of chicle, or sapodilla gum, 72 per 
cent. was the produce of Mexico and Guatemala. The United 
Kingdom took 3,742,564 feet of mahogany, nearly-all of which 
was the produce of the Colony. In 1911 the United Kingdom 
took 4,360,289 feet. The United States took 12,277,368 feet last 
year, of which 4,256,258 feet was the produce of the Colony and 
8,021,110 feet came from Mexico. The considerable increase in 
the exports of mahogany is to be ascribed to the hurried operations 
of an American company who had a concession in Mexico to get out 
all the wood they could before their concession expired. Of the coco- 
nuts exported about 15 per cent. went to the United Kingdom and 
the remainder to the United States. Practically all the chicle 
went to the United States. The prices obtained for that article in 
Belize last year varied from 27 cents a lb. to 29 cents a lb. 

Taking the total value of all the exports from the Colony, over 
60 per cent. was the produce of other countries. The value of rum 
exported was $8,358 ; nearly all of it went to Honduras. 

Eacise. 

Rum was made at eight stills during 1912, situated as follows : — 
six in Corozal District and two in Orange Walk District. A new 
still was erected in the Cayo District at the end of the year, but 
did not commence operations until 1918. The output for the last 
five years in proof gallons was :— 


12 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Gallons Gallons 
Year. made. exported. 
1908... ie Boe ah 57,964 3,123 
1909... ees Sa ae 62,708 2,672 
1910... ai cad ve 46,714 3,826 
1911... wae Red age 48,632 6,611 
1912... ae Pi as 63,701 12,690 

Shipping. 


The number and tonnage of sailing and steamships that entered 
and cleared in 1911 and 1912, together with their nationality, is as 
follows :— 









































Entered. 
British. American. Others. 
Class of Ship. Year. 
No. | Tons. | No. | Tons. | No. | Tons. 
8 1911 | 67 69,845 | 184 | 3,035 238 | 208,294 
team ot 1912 | 76 | 84,468] 153 | 4,753 | 227 | 213,966 
Saili VL | 426 9,956 73 | 1,812 114 1,870 
ang os 1912; 430 9,069 | 117} 2,480 127] 1,924 
Cleared. 
British. American. Others. 
Class of Ship. Year. - 
No. | Tons. | No. | Tons. | No. | Tons. 
Stea: 1911 68 67,300 | 140 | 3,096 238 | 207,728 
a za” 1912 58 82.619 | 157 | 3,547 232 | 213,983 


Sailing | 1911 | 435 9,797 74 | 1,814 113 1,815 


1912 | 425 | 8854] 120] 2373 | 142] 098 














The “ others ’’ were almost entirely Norwegian ships in the case 
of steamers and Honduranean in the case of sailing ships. 

The total shipping in tons inwards and outwards for five years 
is shown below :— 








Year. | Inwards. . | Outwards. | Total. 

| Tons. Tons. Tons. 
1908 ase 254,778 252,665 507,443 
1909 ees 350,517 346,807 697,342 
1910 oe aS 491,111 483,316 979,427 
1911... es 295.817 292550 588,367 
1912 BA Os 316,660 313,404 630,064 





rn 
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The unusually high tonnage of 1910 was caused by the United 
Fruit Company running a larger class of steamers than in previous 
years for several months in the year in carrying the mails to and 
from New Orleans. These steamers began to run in the latter part 
of 1909, which caused the figures for that year also to be above 
the normal. In 1912 the tonnage entered with cargoes was 
220,766, of which 214,892 came in steamers. The tonnage cleared 
with cargoes was 231,641, of which 222,222 were sent away in 
steamers. 


ITI.—LEGISLATION. 


Twenty-five Ordinances were passed. None of these were dis- 
allowed. Ordinance No. 20 of 1911, relating to currency notes, 
was disallowed early in 1912. 

No. 2 provides for the making of rules for the identification of 
prisoners and for the maintenance of good order and discipline 
among’ prisoners. 

No. 8 prevents the introduction of diseases of plants. 

No. 7 amends the Belize Town Board Ordinance of 1911 chiefly 
in so far as the election or appointment of members of the Board 
is concerned. 

No. 8 amends the Measurers of Wood Ordinance of 1910 by 
giving the Surveyor General power to examine a person desirous 
to act as a licensed measurer, without the assistance of a licensed 
measurer as assessor, or satisfying the Governor in Council that he 
cannot obtain such assistance. The scale of fees chargeable by 
measurers is also amended by this Ordinance. 

No. 12 provides for the punishment of persons sending through 
the post explosive or other dangerous matter. ‘ 

No. 138, relating to the Tariff, has already been referred to. 

No. 16 is to regulate and encourage Benefit Building Societies. 
Since the passing of this Ordinance a society has been incorporated 
and has started operations. 

No. 23 provides for the speedy and safe exit of persons from 
places of public entertainment and from churches. No place 
can be used for such purposes without a licence from the Governor. 
In consequence of this Ordinance improvements have been made in 
all the public halls. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


The system of primary education in the Colony has been 
established under the provisions of the ‘‘ Education Ordinance, 
1892.’’ Under that Ordinance, which came into operation on the 
Ist January, 1894, a Central Board of Education was created con- 
sisting of the Governor as President, the members of the Executive 
Council, and five other members appointed by the Governor. The 
various religious denominations are represented on the Board. 
Most of the schools receive aid from the Government in the forms 
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(1) of a capitation grant on the average monthly attendance; (2) of 
grants on account of pupil teachers employed in accordance with 
the Education Rules; (3) of needlework grants and grants for 
industrial instruction to schools in the out-districts; and (4) of 
bonuses on examination results. The expenditure of the funds 
voted by the Legislature in respect of education is controlled by the 
Central Board. 

The amount expended on the primary schools during the calendar 
year 1912 was $18,364.59, which comprised the following items : — 


$ 

Grants to schools on their average daily 
attendances ... ia oat ach ... 15,579.98 
Grants on account of pupil teachers ... .» 1,201.50 
Grants for needlework ... ss a, as 225.00 
Grants for agriculture ... re se a 47.50 
Bonuses on examination results, 1911 «1,060.61 
Building grants... oe ek a ee 250.00 
18,364.59 


The total cost of primary education in the aided schools of the 
Colony for the year was $35,398.77. Of this sum the Government 
contributed $20,494.70, detailed as follows :— 


$ 
Grants in aidof schools... ... 18,364.58 
Expenses of administration... .. 2,130.12 


The total cost per head on the total daily average attendance 
(8,294) was $10.74. The following statement shows the cost as 
compared with the two preceding years : — 











a 1910. | 1911, | 1912. 

$ $ | $ 
Paid by Government... ae ase a 6°27 6°07 6°22 
School Fees... ose oe Hs Se 90 *92 “98 
Voluntary Contributions... es toe 3°26 3°35 3°54 
Total ... se on oe 10°43 10°34 10°74 





The average attendances during 1910, 1911, and 1912 were 3,173, 
3,312, and 3,294 respectively. 

The total number of schools in operation during the whole or 
part of the year was 45. There were 44 in 1910 and 46 in 1911. 

The total average number of pupils on the roll was 4,764, as 
compared with 4,641 in 1910 and 4,725 in 1911. 

There were also in operation 11 unaided primary schools, with 
276 in average daily attendance. 

The average yearly receipt of fees in the schools of the several 
denominations during the last three years, per unit of average 
attendance, are shown in the following table: — 
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Receipts of 


| Average ; School Fees per 
Attendances, Total School Fees, unit of average 
Schools : attendance, 
Denomination. 





1910.| 1911.| 1912,| 1910, | 1911. 1912 | 1910, 1911,) 1912. 





$ § $ $ | $]8 

Church of| 640] 627| 649 | 791°01 | 882°50 | 949-91 |1:24 |1-°40 /1°46 
England. 

Boman Catho- | 1,406 |1,589 | 1,569 | 993-97 | 1,150-09 | 1,201°84 | -71 | +72 | -77 
ic, 

Wesleyan...) 775 | 730| 732 | 717-60 | 720-60} 741°29 | -93 | -96 {1-01 





Baptist 207 | 208 | 202] 180°40} 181°36 | 194-60 | -87 | 87 | *96 
Non - Denom’ 145 | 158) 142 | 158:55 | 118°78 | 146-83 {1:09 | *75 |1°03 
national, 








Total... | 3,173 | 3,312 | 3,294 | 2,841°53 | 3,036-32 |3,234°47 | *89 | -92 | -98 
i 


























The smallest proportion of fees is received by the Roman 
Catholic Schools. One reason for this is that they are attended by 
the greater portion of the Carib children and all the Indian 
children who go to school, the majority of whose parents are in poor 
circumstances and unable to pay school fees regularly. 

The sum of $230.31 was expended on account of the Cambridge 
Local Examinations held in December, 1912, the greater portion of 
which amount was for bonuses paid to teachers for successful 
candidates. The results of the examinations were satisfactory. 
Seven candidates passed the Preliminary and four the Junior 
examination. 








V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals, Asylum, and Poor-house. 


The following table shows the number of patients under treat- 








ment and care in the various institutions during the year 1912 :— 
a3 | Bes 3 
bo ie 4 3 i og 5 = 
Institutions. a f 2 pp ay 5 
Bol b= ere z rhs »a 
BPS ei 3 = ie a 
63S 3 BS 8 35 3S 
[a=] jet ee a ot a 
Belize Hospital oa 30 636 559 67 40 38:87 
Corozal Hospital... 6 158 146 18 _- 5°89 
Orange Walk Hospital 4 99 93 9 1 4:50 
Stann Creek Hospital - 108 _ —_ _ 5:20 
Punta Gorda Hospital 6 153 _ 8 - 7-20 
Belize :— 
Lunatic Asylum ... 63 il 2 3 69 67:40 
Poor-house oe 33 14 1 14 32 32:29 
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Savings Bank. 


There are six savings banks conducted by the Government, one 
in the chief town of each district. The total number of depositors 
on 31st December, 1912, was 738. Deposits amounted to 
$48,341.28, and withdrawals to $39,763.50. The total amount to 
the credit of depositors at the end of 1912 was $101,134.54. 

The rate of interest allowed is 3 per cent. per annum. 

The amount of invested funds is $87,000.00. 


VI.—JUDICIAL. 


The actual strength of police was one superintendent, one assis- 
tant, one sergeant-major, and 105 non-commissioned officers and 
men—two over the establishment. During the year 20 recruits 
were obtained from Barbados. Special constables are engaged at 
Christmas time and also when required for quarantine. 

The following table gives the total number of prisoners com- 
mitted to all the prisons in the Colony for penal imprisonment, and 
the daily average number of prisoners in Belize Prison, from 1908 
to 1912 :— 

Prisoners committed Daily average 


Year. for penal in Belize 
imprisonment. Prison. 
1908... oe an 342 61:30 
1909... te oe 297 66°01 
1910... a3 at 323 83°27 
JON Ge Ae 3 355 73°55 
1912... a oe 439 72°62 


Convicted prisoners are employed out of doors on various public 
works, Within the prisons they are employed in tailoring, print: 
ing, book-binding, carpentry, tin-smithing, and the manufacture 
of brooms, fibre mats, mattresses, ships’ fenders, &c. Discipline 
was good, and there were only 40 punishments. There were no 
eases of corporal punishment. The health of«the prisoners and 
warders was good. There were no deaths from natural causes. 
There was no execution. 

The number of offences reported to the police and magistrates 
during the year 1912 was 1,169, or 19 less than in 1911. The 
number of persons summarily convicted was 1,102, or 106 more 
than in 1911. 

Informations were filed against 77 persons in the Supreme Court. 
Judgment was given for the Crown in 47 cases and for the prisoner 
in 17. A nolle prosequi was entered by the Attorney-General in 
10 cases. Three cases were left over. 

There was one conviction for manslaughter. Twenty-three con- 
victions were obtained for offences against the person and 14 for 
offences against property. 
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‘VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The estimated mean population for the year was 40,809, con- 












































sisting of 20,526 males and 20,283 females 
The following table prepared by the Registrar-General furnishes 
comparative statistics for the past ten years of the causes of death 
in the Colony :— 
= 8/3! sis|sie, sjglidig 
i a Qin a a a aAlinla 
SIA] AAPA IA] SYS lS 
Diseases : 
Malarial Fever ... 86/81/93 [96/70 [61/71 [51/66 [53 
Dysentery =. 10] 9/13 | 9) 7) BIO [10/12/10 
Small Pox AY, Beer ‘068 —|- 
Yellow Fever ... oes “173 i : | : 
Measles ... . See ep es [ee fe Se a Pe, 
Phthisis, Pulmonary vee {13 fF 12113 [16 [15 [12 [11 13 | 14 [14 
Nervous Diseases 27 }21)1°9 | 1:9 | 26 | 2 )1°8 9) 7) 4 
Circulatory Diseases ...| 4] 5 | 6 | 4/27 | -9) ‘7 [1:0 [15 11:0 
Respiratory Diseases ... | 1°6 | 1:4 ]/20 (47 [1:8 [1:1 | 15 j25 3:0 [17 
Digestive Diseases 17/21 }28 | 20 131 31) 28 | 28 | 2:8 | 21 
ee! i 
The following table shows the number of deaths for every 100 
births registered during the years 1908 to 1912, inclusive, accord- 
ing to their race classification : — 





Deaths for every 


Race. 100 births. 
1908-12. 
Indian aN ok a aus a 72°40 
Carib ... ee Son bee ie ae 53°95 
Negro ... 2 eu en ot oe 55°76 
Other races ... Sea te 60°37 


The birth-rate was 40° 580, and the Aires 24872 per 1,000. 

The number of illegitimate births was 670 out of a total of 
1,654, or 40°51 per cent. 

Four hundred and two marriages took place during the year, 
being at the rate of 9°85 per 1,000 of the mean population. 

The following table gives the number of births, marriages, and 
deaths, and the rate per 1,000 of births and deaths for the last 
five years :— : 











] ] 

| | Birth-rate . | ' Death-rate 

Year. | Births. | per 1,000. Marriages. Deaths. per 1,000. 

! : | : 
1908... | 1,590 | 36-7 | 406 — 1,010 | 23-3 
1909... ate 1,634 | 37:0 412 964 | = 21-8 
1910... ane 1665 | 36°9 : 385 1,052 23°3 
1911.., saa 1,730 42°4 ! 412 ' 1,012 | 24°8 
1912... ae 1,654 | 40°5 402 1,015 24°9 


| ! t 





During 1912 the excess of male over female births was four; 
and of male over female deaths 97. i 
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The average rainfall for the ten years 1903-1912 in Belize was 
89:14 inches; the maximum—180'93 inches—being in 1911, and 
the minimum—63'76 inches—in 1910. 


number of days on which rain fell. 


Year. 


1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 


Rainfall in 


But 1907 had the smallest 


Comparative return. 


inches. 
70°90 
87°00 

106-42 


99°32 
9117 


80°00? 


64:49 
63°76 
130°98 
97°45 


No 


. of days on 


which rain fell. 


118 
119 
109 
102 
80 
80? 
91 
124 
166 
144 


Summary of Meteorological Observations, taken at Belize, for 
the year 1912. 









































| 
Barometer | Relative Shade Terrestrial | Rai 
corrected. | Humidity. | temperature. | radiation. | ta 
| 
Months. | & | 
$j 28 | #/ 21 ¢@]#¢e!] 8) #/2 : 
g B g 2 8 2 8 B | a 
(8 || 4|@/4 [8] 4l4] 4 
Beal acne 
January ... [30°309'29°962) 97] .64 | 83 | 60 —| —/ 13 | 16-20 
February... |30°389/29°919) 91) 62) 86 | 61 —i —| 2|N.AA. 
March _... |80°184)29°859, 94 72, 86 72 —| —| 84 38-215 
April «+. (30° 174|29°884) 85 | 68; 88 73 coal deol (Be 10 
May ... '30°164/29°902) 97; 77: 89 74 | —|}] —110!] 8:40 
June «. (30° 182;29°855) 94! 72, 90 72 | —| —!/17) 8-70 
July «+. (80° 165)29-973) 94 | 75 | 89 75 — | —| 15 | 10°225 
August ... (30°130:29°973) 91 75 89 15 —., —| 16 | 10-370 
September |30°082/29-865) 94 | 72; 90 712 —| —/11; 8-10 
October ... |80°041/29°818) 94) 72! 90 | 72 —)} —|15! 7:285 
-November |30°213/29°915) 97} 71] 85 | 66 —| —1]10! 9-330 
December |80°219/29°967| 97 | 77) 85 | 69 —| —| 25 | 15°525 
Average 130° 183|29°907) 93 | 71] 87 70 — | — 1144 | 97-450 
Monthly. | % 
i 





VIII.—POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS. 


The total revenue of the Post Office for the calendar year was 
$17,814, as compared with $17,703 in 1911, showing an increase 


of $111. 
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The total expenditure for salaries and wages and all expenses 
of postal service (including money and postal order business) 
within the Colony was $17,083, and for conveyance of mails 
beyond the Colony $10,000, making a total expenditure of 
$27,083. Foreign transit dues for letters and parcels amounted 
to $5,769. 

The numbers of letters and other articles sent and received 
from abroad from 1908 to 1912 were as follows :— 





— 1908. | 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 


Ordinary Letters ..._—_—«. | 188,603 | 200,838 | 216,716 | 225,818 | 240,960 





Registered Articles |. ...| 9.725 | 10,545 | 11,258 | 11,246 | 11,680 
Postcards wee me | 24,547 | 23,560 | 22,756 | 22,468 | 18,973 
Newspapers, Books, &c. 114,817 | 152,459 | 178,526 | 180,841 | 180,378 
Postal Parcels... 7,618 | 8,500 | 10,945 | 12,285 | 12,435 





The amount of inland correspondence for the same period is 
given in the following table: — 
8 8 





— 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 





Ordinary Letters ase .. | 104,263 | 106,545 | 99,757 | 92,815 | 87,485 
Registered Articles... ae 4,416 6,364 4,344 3,998 3,739 
Postcards ee} 940] gio19 | 13446 | 1,600} 1,237 
Newspapers, Books and Parcels | 15,799 — — — — 

Newspapers and Books va] | 16,192 | 13,015 | 10,870 | 10,074 
Parcale enn fhe gene) alee 959 | 1,009 | 1144] 1,019 

















The following is 2 comparative table of the telegraph and 
telephone transactions for the years 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, and 
1912 :— 














Year. Telephone Calls. Telegrams. | Total. 
i 
1908 ae oa 11,848 16,036 27,884 
1909 ee euch. 10,087 | 16,595 26,682 
1910... ase wee 12,850 H 17,560 30,410 
1911! 2.8 So 16,054 | 17,124 | 33,178 
1912 | 16,554 24,270 | 40,824 
i | 





The working expenses of the system amounted to $11,278, and 
the receipts to $10,901. 

Foreign telegrams are sent from Corozal in this Colony to 
Payo Obispo in Yucatan, whence they are transmitted by the 
Mexican Ine. 





IX.—_GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The revenue and trade returns in this report indicate that the 
year has been one of increased prosperity. 
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Both banana and coconut cultivation have been carried on 
energetically, and exports of these articles have been larger than 
in any previous year. In the United States of America we have, 
fortunately, a market capable of taking all we can produce. 
Exporting cohune nuts bids fair to become one of the principal 
industries of the Colony. Proposals have been made on behalf 
of three companies in England to lease large areas of Crown lands 
for the purpose of collecting and utilising the nuts. The high 
price of mahogany and good wages offered by cutters to labourers 
retarded to some extent the agricultural development of the 
Colony, and, in consequence of the scarcity of agricultural pro- 
duce, the cost of living is high, for a tropical country. 

The Colony was fairly tranquil from a police point of view, with 
the exception of some disturbances in the Cayo district, which 
ended, unfortunately, in the murder of a non-commissioned officer 
of police while acting in the execution of his duty. The murderer 
was shot in 1913 while resisting arrest. 

The Town Board Election Day, the 22nd November, was marked 
as a public holiday. Great enthusiasm prevailed and a healthy 
interest was shown in the proceedings. 

In the same month the Royal Bank of Canada purchased the 
business of the Bank of British Honduras and continued that 
bank’s operations. 

The town of Benque Viejo was brought into telephonic com- 
munication with Belize in October. Owing to heavy weather and 
swampy country it is difficult to keep the lines in order in some 
parts of the Colony. 

An Inland Money Order Service, which was very much needed, 
was established on the Ist of February. 

The Anti-Tuberculosis League, to which reference was made in 
the report for 1910, was enabled to open a small hospital near 
the Public Hospital. Efforts have also been made to disseminate 
a knowledge of the disease and the means for controlling its 
spread. 

The health of the Colony has been good. There has been no 
epidemic except a slight one of dysentery at Ambergris Cay. 

The year was employed on the Stann Creek Railway chiefly in 
making good damage to the permanent way caused by the unusual 
floods of 1911. The usual service for the conveyance of bananas 
went on uninterruptedly all the time. 

Dredging operations on the bar of the Belize River were carried 
on for most of the year. It is now possible for vessels drawing 
five feet of water to go in and out of the inner harbour without 
difficulty. The spoil dredged is deposited on Fort George, where 
a large area of swampy land has been reclaimed—land that will 
be of great value to the Government in the course of time. 

A site near the barracks was selected and reclaimed, by means 
of the dredger, for a new lunatic asylum. Satisfactory work was 
carried on in erecting reinforced concrete buildings. 


W. 1. McKinstry, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 
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THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 


The Palace, 
Valletta, 


28th November, 1913. 


Sir, 


I nave the honour to forward, for your information, the 
accompanying report by the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief 
Secretary to Government on the Malta Blue Book for the year 


1912-13. 
I have, &c., 


Leste Runpte, 


The Right Honourable 
L. Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 


(382986—2) Wt, 35104—688, 112590, 1/14, D&S 


Governor. 


A2 
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Lieutenant-Governor’s Office, 
Malta, ‘ 
27th November, 1913. 
Sir, 
I nave the honour to submit the following report on the 
annual Blue Book for the year 1912-13. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the year 1912-138 was £442,035 aud the 
expenditure £427,581; there was therefore an excess of revenue 
over expenditure of £14,454. The total amount of duty paid on 
articles imported for His Majesty’s Naval and Military Services, 
and subsequently refunded to the Imperial Government in the 
form of drawback, was £17,571. The actual revenue for the year 
was consequently £424,464 and the actual expenditure £410,010. 

The gross surplus standing to the credit of the Government 
on 3lst March, 1913 (including securities calculated at cost price) 
was £84,012 as against £69,558 on the corresponding date of the 
previous year, but on closing the accounts of the year 1912-13 an 
adjustment was made by establishing a new depreciation fund 
with the object of covering the full depreciation of securities, and 
the net surplus on the Ist April, 1913, calculated on this basis, 
was £9,225. 

The following table shows the revenue and the expenditure of 
the Colony for the past five years: — 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ 
1908-9... ree a 457 520 445,014 
1909-10... a See 436,200 458.013 
1910-11... nee ne 441,444 467,373 
1911-12... eat ie 448,114 467,783 
1912-18 |... a “8 442,035 427 581 
Revenvn. 


The revenue collected in 1912-13 fell short of that received in 
1911-12 by £6,079. The only heads of revenue under which 
increases occurred were Water Service (£371), due to heavier 
consumption by naval departments and private consumers ; 
Post Office (£291); and Rents (£199), attributable mainly to 
collection of arrears. 

Decreases of revenue occurred under the following heads of 
revenue :— 

Customs (£2,767).—A considerable increase in grain imports 
for local milling into flour for exportation was more than counter. 
balanced by reduced imports of spirits and tobacco, and a falling 
off in cattle importation. 

Harbour and Quarantine Dues (£453).—A large decrease in 
quarantine dues owing to the removal of quarantine restrictions 
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was partly met by an increase of £1,304 in tonnage dues derived 
from the attractions offered to steamers by cheap coaling in 
Malta. 

Licences, Court Fines, &c. (£660).—Due to unusually high 
receipts in 1911-12 in the Superior Courts, and a falling-off in 
fines paid into the Courts of Judicial Police. 

Fees of Court (£569)—Less important cases in the Superior 
Courts. 

¥ees of Office and Reimbursements (£533)—Abattoir fees 
diminished owing to decreased number of cattle imported. 

Interest (£702).—Due to sale of securities, and to accumulated 
refunds of income tax on dividends in previous year. 

Railway (£390); Electric Lighting (£338), due to use of 
metallic filament lamps; Miscellaneous Receipts (£471); and 
Stamp Duties (£58). 


EXPENDITURE 


The expenditure amounted to £427,581, made up as follows :— 








Establishments : — £ £ 
Personal Emolumeuts ... 167,433 
Other Charges... 143 116,23) 
— 283,664 
Interest and Burthens He ... 26,468 
Pensions SS he Bae ne we 24,823 
Military Expenditure ck me kD 2,500 
Miscellaneous Services ... nen .. 38,383 
Public Works he wae us .. 66,743 
£427,581 





The total expenditure was £40,202 less than that of the pre 
vious year. 

The only heads under which an increase occurred were :— 

Interest and Burthens (£3,872).—Due mainly to sales of 
depreciated securities. 

Prisons (£796).-—Increased prison population. 

Pensions (£607). : 

Audit Department (£58). 

The chief reductions in expenditure, as compared with the 
previous year, were under Public Works Extraordinary 
(£18,676); Public Works Annually Recurrent (£0,805); Miscel- 
laneous Services (£5,994), due to reduced refunds of import duty 
paid to the Navy; Water Works and Electric Light Depart 
ment (£3,897); Military Expenditure (£2,500), due to discon- 
tinuance from October, 1912, of the contribution in aid of the 
military service; Public Health Departments (£2,206), owing to 
cholera expenditure in previous year; Charitable Institutions 
(£1,338), largely due to economies in purchases; Police (£1,081); 
with general retrenchments under other heads of expenditure. 

The assets and liabilities of the Colony on 31st March. 1913, as 
compared with the assets and liabilities on the corresponding date 
in 1912, were :— 





6 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 




















Year. | Assets. | Liabilities. Surplus. 
£ £ £ 
1912... vas oes Ses 725,401 655,843 69,558 
1913... es oa ee 733,189 723,964 9,225 
Increase aie one 7,788 68,121 ~~ 
Decrease on see — — 60,333 





The increase in the assets is due to increased cash balance 
owing to the excess of revenue over expenditure, while the 
increase in the liabilities and the decrease in the surplus are due 
to the establishment of a new depreciation fund for the purpose 
of covering the full depreciation of securities instead of calcu- 
lating their value at cost price. 

There is, strictly speaking, no public debt in Malta, but the 
Government pays 2} per cent. on private capital invested in the 
fund known as the ‘‘ Massa Frumentaria.” 

The amount of British coin in circulation in the Colony on 81st 
March, 1913, is roughly estimated at £480,000. 

The principal banks are the Anglo-Egyptian Bank, Ltd., the 
Anglo-Maltese Bank, the Banco di Malta, and the Banco di 
Roma. ; 


II—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The total value of the imports of merchandise, including the 
value of non-dutiable goods entered by parcel post and excluding 
bullion and goods imported for-transhipment, was £2,614, 566, 
as clare with £2,413,687 in 1911-12, showing an increase of 
£200,897. 


Imports. 


The values of imports for the last three years under the main 
headings were as follows :— 

















= 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13, 
£ £ £ 
Food, drink, and tobacco... 1,154,713 1,291,258 1,300,701 
Raw materials and articles mainly 458,372 477,823 636,730 
unmanufactured. 

Manufactured articles ee ane 505,267 499,585 482,827 
Miscellaneous and unclassified ose 125,601 145,021 194,308 
Total .. vs | 2,243,953 | 2,413,687 , 2,614,566 





The value of imports during the year was £190,497 in excess 
of the average value for the last three years. 
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The increases in the value of the imports which call for special 
notice are :— 


Bullocks (£11,175).—Higher prices prevailing during the year. 
Coal (£159,696).—Increase in the number of steamers which, 


owing to a variety of causes, filled their bunkers at Malta in 
preference to other ports in the Mediterranean. 


Flour (£37,019).—Imported flour displaced locally milled flour, 
which was exported. 

Wheat (£14,360).—Cousiderable quantities were stocked . 

There were decreases under:—Barley, £4,215; caravances, 
£8,999; cotton seed, £7,435; cotton goods, £5,261; fish (fresh or 
preserved), £11,415; meat (fresh, frozen or preserved), £7,504; 
metals and hardware, £12,560; olive oil, £3,200; petroleum, 
£5,833; soap, £4,356; spirits, £5,333; sugar, £4,096; tea, 
£4,184, 

The decreases in barley, caravances and cotton seed are due to 
a diminution of live stock in the Island. Consignments of 
frozen meat and petroleum, being large, cause fluctuations in 
the annual returns. The decrease in olive oil is attributable to its 
partial displacement by cotton oil, which is cheaper. Rum was 
imported in smaller quantities than in the previous year; while 
a certain quantity of liquor was manufactured locally. The 
decrease in the values of sugar and tea is due to lower market 
prices abroad, as the quantities imported exceeded those of the 
previous year. The remaining decreases are due to over-stocking 
in the previous year and to the high prices prevailing. 

The following table shows the net amount of duty collected, as 
compared with the amount received in 1911-12 :— 














Amount | Amount 
Articles. received, | received, | Increase. | Decrease. 
1911-12. | 1912-13, 
i £ £ £ £ 

Beer was | 19,214 18,520 — 694 
Bullocks and other animals of 7,575 5,917 a 1,658 

the kind. | 
Grains :— 

Barley... sos tee one 405 182 — 223 

Indian corn... ose eae 90 252 162 — 

Inferior grain... = oe 26 20 = 6 

Saggina 1,802 1,672 = 130 

Wheat a a on €4,544 65,953 1,409 as 

Damaged * i nee 21 56 35 _ 
Grain, Manufactured : — 

Biscuits oe oo ses 534 584 50 = 

Flour and semola_.... ue 30,816 39,437 8,621 

Malt and malt extract ee 324 68 _ "256 

Other kinds ... Res ai 332 257 = | 75 

Damaged th toe eee 18 22 4 
Horses... oe ase we 272 60 _ | “aie 
Meat :— i 

Beef and mutton... Sie - _ _— ' — 
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Amount | Amount 
Articles. received, | received, | {ncrease. | Decrease. 
1911-12. | 1912-13. 
ae £ £ £ £ 
Methylated spirits 64 82 18 — 
Mules... one 1 6 5 _ 
Oil -— 
Cotton seed... 2,353 2,572 219 — 
Olive oil and other edible. oils 363 313 _ 50 
Petroleum Re avs 8,351 7,013 — 1,338 
Potatoes ... 2,756 2,600 _ 156 
Beans 2,925 2,683 _ 242 
Caravances 1,768 1,682 _ 86 
Other pulse 142 135 — 7 
Seeds :— - 
Carob beans ... noe rr) 778 819 41 —_ 
Cotton seed a 797 586 _— 211 
Sheep... oe . 17 2 _ 15 
Spirits a ws, {25,888 | 24,385 ae 1,503 
Sugar oa 5,938 6,378 440 — 
Tobacco :-— 
Cigars ... 389 387 _ 22 
Cigarettes FA 8,347 3,790 443 - 
Cavendish and negrohead 358 397 39 
Other manufactured... 498 469 _ 29 
Snuff ... wee 1 2 1 _ 
Unmanufactured 11,696 8,080 — 3,616 
Varnish ... 29 40 il _ 
Vinegar ... 43 25 — 18 
Wine (Import duties) . 29,130 30,245 1,115 — 
» (Excise duties) ... 24 _ — 24 
ty 
Total... 223,577 225,322 } 12,613 10,571 





The fluctuation of import trade during the last three years is 

















shown in the following table :— 
— 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13. 
Per Per Per 
£ Cent. £ Cent. £ Cent. 
United Kingdom 948,045 42-21 1,011,140 41-9 | 1,129,799 43-2 
British Colonies 49,124 2-2 61,971 2:6 103,848 4-0 
Foreign Countries 1,246,784 55-6 | 1,340,576 55:5 | 1,380,919 52-8 
Total... 2,243,953 2,413,687 2614566 
\ 
Exports. 

The value of exports amounted to £977,656, as against 


£750,422 in the previous year. 


The following table shows the countries to which goods were 
exported during the past three years : — 
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— 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13. 
£ Per £ Per ¢ Per 

United Kingdom— Cent. Cent. x Cent. 

Local produce ise 15,210 7:3 21,568 8-0 30,149 9°7 

Foreign produce... 29,252 6:2 8,216 1°7 15,746 2-4 
British Possessions— 
.. Local produce “a6 7,717 3-7 6,003 2-2 13,105 4°2 

Foreign produce... 3,476 0-7 1,404 073 1,535 0-2 
Foreign Countries— 2 

Local produce ees 185,682 89°0 | 242,989 89°8) 267,118 86:1 
a Foreign produce... 443,979 93-1 470,242 98-0 | 650,003 97°4 

‘otal— - — 

Local produce ma 208,609 270,560 310,372 

Foreign produce... 476,707 479,862 667,284 
Total— — 1 — 

Export trade tee 685,316 | 750,422 977,656 





The principal increases in local exports were the following : — 
Raw cotton, £8,514; flour and semola, £13,521; fruit and vege- 
tables, £2,962; goats, £1,395; onions, £7,031. There were 
decreases under cotton goods, £2,122; cummin seed, £5,990; 
raw or dried hides, £4,421; potatoes, £19,939. 

The exports under the main headings during the past three 
years were as follows :— 


























— 1910-11. 1911-12. . 1912-13. 
£ £ £ 
Food, drink and tobacco”... 144,854 227,801 221,646 
Raw materials and articles mainly 456,973 429,833 630,538 
unmanufactured. 
Manufactured articles ee we 73,427 81,553 67,532 
Miscellaneous and unclassified on 10,062 11,235 57,910 
685,316 750,422 977,656 
Sureprine. 


The number and tonnage of steamers and sailing vessels which 
entered and cleared during the past two years are as follows :— 























1911-12. 1912-13, Increase. 
No. | Tonnage. | No. Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 

eee ee - 
Steamers— | 

Entered wee | 2,424 | 4,091,238 | 2,924 | 5,178,868 | 500 | 1,087,630 

Cleared... se | 2,422 | 4,094,902 | 2,912 ] 5,161,508 490 | 1,066,606 
Sailing Vessels— 

Entered us 507 27,983 561 29,610 54 1,627 
* Cleared... As 489 26,697 557 sab i 68 2,265 
Total— 

Entered wee} 2,931 | 4,119,221 | 3,485 | 5,208,478 554 | 1,089.257 

Cleared... vee! 2,911 | 4,121,599 3 469 | 5, 190; 470 | 558 | 1,068,871 











i I 
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The nationality of steamers which called at Malta during the 
years 1911-12 and 1912-13 was as follows :— 





























Number of Steamers. Tonnage. 
Nationality. : 
1911-12. | 1912-13. | 1911-12. | 1912-13. 
British... ves see AS 997 1,183 | 2,219,643 | 2,758,869 
Austrian... ne as a 564* 630* | 489,617 | 573,860 
Belgian ... wes tes os 17 44 25,322 69,903 
Danish ... See ase oe 6 28 6,007 29,505 
Dutch me) BS ake, 62 86 721210 | 116,622 
French 59 51 110,415 83,919 
German ... 374 471 | 785,542 | 1,0587036 
Hellenic ... ves ote 35 52 50,012 82,954 
Tialian ... ae chs oni 265 277 266,367 242,728 
Norwegian ary aie ink 21 54 32,195 81,999 
Swedish ... oe ae ee WwW 32 30,051 56,240 
Other Countries tn ee 7 16 3,857 24,233 
Total Foreign «ws | 1,427 | 1,741 | 1,871,595 | 2,419,999 
i 

Total British and Foreign ... 2,424 2,924 | 4,091,238 | 5,178,868 











British steamers show an increase of 186 in number (18°7 per 
cent.) and 539,226 in tonnage (243 per cent.). 

Foreign steamers increased by 314 (22'0 per cent.) and their 
tonnage by 548,404 (29°3 per cent.). 

The following comparative table shows the percentage of ton- 
nage of British and Foreign steamers which entered and cleared 
at this port during the last two years :— 





Entered. Cleared. 
































| cs 
With Without ' With Without 
cargo far | any cargo | Total. | cargo for | any cargo| Total. 
— Malta. | for Malta. Malta. |for Malta. 
a oS a 3 ai o | ot oo a eo] a 8 
ice (ig |B ea| ese(pg se be wCoTot Gan obs amr F 
oalalalalea}|lalalalatlalaljla 
salsao/ ao] Sa] a] 4); a] S/n] se] a) S 
a a o a a ao; nr a a a ao ao 
a 4 I I a a | al - = a 1 “4 
| 
Per | Per | Per | Per | Per | Per | Per | Per | Per| Per | Per | Per 
Cent.| Cent. Cent. Cent.| Cent.| Cent.! Cent.| Cent. Cent.|Cent.|Cent.|Cent. 
British |51°8 | 526 | 566 |53°8 | 54:3 | 53:3 | 48-5 | 52:4 | 586 | 53-8 | 54-3 | 53-3 
Foreign | 48-2 | 47:4 | 43-4 | 46-2 [45:7 | 46-7 | 51:5 | 47°6 jal | 46°2 | 45-7 | 46°7 
| u 1 





The totals of the shipping entered and cleared during the last 
five years are as follows :— 
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Entered. Cleared. 
Year. 





No. Tonnage. Tonnage. 





1909-10... ae vee | 2892 | 3,755,095 | 2979 | 3:750,241 
1910-11... eves | 3,059 | 4,337,736 | 3,048 | 4,329,301 
wg.) DTD] gtoan | attig’aa1 | gloi1 | 431213599 
1912-13. | 3485 | 5208478 | 3469 | 5,190,470 








1908-09 ... oe ees wee | 3,212 4,036,752 | 3,205 = 4,027,000 


AGRICULTURE. 


The total area of land under cultivation was 41,681 acres, show- 
ing a decrease of 185 acres as compared with the previous year, 
while the area of uncultivated land was estimated at 4,763 acres 
as against 4,707 in 1911-12. 

At the end of the year the number of holdings was estimated 
at 11,105 (the average acreage being 3°7 acres per holding), as 
against 11,091 in 1911-12. As in the previous two years, the 
principal agricultural products were cereals, including wheat, 
barley, and ‘‘ mischiato” (a mixture of both), forage and pota- 
toes. The total area under cereals was 13,661 acres, as compared 
with 13,444 acres in the previous year, and the total yield in the 
past two years was as follows :— 














= = 
Year. Wheat. | Barley. | Mischiata.| Total. 
Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. 
1911-12 ... oh a on 12,449 6,808 3,200 22,457 
1912-13 .. ase ee ose 30,333 16,360 7,100 53,793 





Total ... ane ase 42,782 23,168 10,300 76,250 





The area under beans and other pulse was 1,987 acres, against 
2,004 acres in 1911-12, and the total yield was 3,875 quarters as 
compared with 3,902 quarters in the previous year. The area 
planted with tubers was 4,048 acres, as against 4,147 acres in 
1911-12, and the total yield was 411,758 ewts., as compared with 
448,454 ewts. in 1911-12, a decrease of 36,696 cwts. The impor- 
tation of potatoes as compared with that of the previous year 
shows a decrease of 8,538 cwts. The quantity imported in the 
year under review was 104,696 cwts., of which 75,668 cwts. were 
used as seed and the rest consumed locally. 

The area planted with onions was 1,032 acres, against 874 acres 
in 1911-12. The yield amounted to 6,340 tons, as compared with 
4,750 tons in the previous year. 

Cummin seed was planted on 1,391 acres against 1,594 acres. 
The total yield amounted to 12,250 cwts., an increase of 820 cwts. 
on the yield of 1911-12. 
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The total quantity of oranges, | 
is estimated at 164,000 dozen, a 
previous year, a decrease of 12,00 
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emons, and mandarines gathered 
s against 176,000 dozen in the 
0 dozen. 


The local production of cotton continues to show a slight 


improvement. Cotton was 


grown 


on 1,144 acres, as against 


1,100 in the previous year, and the total yield was 244,920 lbs., 


(or an average of 214 lbs. per 
average of 170 lbs. per acre) in 19 
obtained was 6d. The quantity 
stock of previous years, was 465,9 
quantity exported went to Italy 
There was no exportation of cotto 
11,705 acres were under clover, 


vetches, &c., as against 11,426 ac 


total yield amounted to 426.500 
compared with 335,600 loads in 

The year was good for cereals, 
potatoes. 

During the spring there was a 
* fluted scale insect’? (Zeerya pur 
owing to the drastic measures ta 
of the ‘‘ Novius Cardinalis,” 11 
checked. 


The spring potato crop 


acre), against 187,340 Ibs. (an 
11-12. The average price per lb. 
exported, including balance of 
83 Ibs. Over 87 per cent. of the 
, and 9 per cent. to Germany. 
m to the United Kingdom. 

barley (cut in the green stage), 
ves in the previous year. The 
loads of ten bundles each, as 


1911-12. 


forage, aud onions, but bad for 
suffered severely from blight. 

revival of the outbreak of the 
rchast) in certain localities, but, 
ken and the timely distribution 
re spread of the disease was 


FISHERIES. 


Five hundred and ninety-four 





oats are engaged in the fishing 


industry, and the number of hands employed is estimated at 


1,522. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


Four Ordinances were passed 
them call for special remark. 


during the year, but none of 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


LLEMENTARY 


During the scholastic year, 


Epucarion. 


Ist September, 1911, to 31st 


August, 1912, there were 38 Government boys’ schools (29 in 


Malta and 9 in Gozo), 39 girls’ 


schools (30 in Malta and 9 in 


Gozo), and 10 infant schools (9 in Malta and 1 in Gozo), with a 
staff of 766 teachers, the same numbers as in the previous year. 
The girls’ schools generally included infant divisions. 

The average number of scholars on the registers was 18,638 
(9,634 boys and 9,004 girls); the percentage of the average 


number in attendance, 15,796 (8,2 


average number on the registers, 


78 boys and 7,518 girls), to the 
was 845. The figures for the 


preceding year were 18,482, 15,657, and 84°7 respectively. 
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The enrolment in September, 1912, was 19,524 (10,112 boys 
and 9,412 girls) as compared with 19,282 in September, 1911; 
7,071 were admitted during the year, as compared with 6,258 
in the previous year. Attendance is not compulsory and the 
number of pupils leaving school at an early age continued to be 
high, chiefly owing to the straitened economic condition of the 
Island; thus, of 6,418 pupils who left school, 4,257 were with- 
drawn under the age of eleven, and 3,320 were withdrawn before 
reaching Standard III. The figures for the previous year are 
5,793, 8,831 and 2,833 respectively. School accommodation is 
not yet sufficient to meet all demands for admission. Of the 
total number of pupils, 16,686 on the registers, examined in the 
infant sections and the seven standard classes, 14,282 or yU'6 
per cent. passed, as compared with 16,292, 15,543, and 90°4 per 
cent respectively in the previous year. 

Parents and guardians were, as usual, called upon to select 
either English or Italian as the language of colloquial instruc- 
tion on admission to school, and as the secondary language of in- 
struction in Standard III. Of the total number of the former, 
5,357, 98°2 per cent. selected English, and of the total number of 
the latter, 2,950, 99°38 per cent. also selected English. The figures 
and percentages for the previous year were 5,440, 97° per cent., 
3,022 and 99:0 per cent. 

In Standards V. to VII. parents or guardians were also re- 
quired to choose the language of examination; 76°5 per cent. 
selected English only, 22'6 selected English and Italian, and 
1-0 per cent. selected Italian only, the corresponding percentages 
in the previous year being 74°3, 25°3, and 0°4 respectively. 

The night schools, 37 in number (28 in Malta and 9 in Gozo), 
had 1,904 pupils on the registers, and 1,009 in average attend- 
ance; five drawing classes attached to the night schools were 
attended by 64 pupils. 

Of the total number of masters (40) and mistresses (51), 23 
masters and 24 mistresses have received a course of training at 
training colleges in Mngland, and three student teachers, 2 
males and 1 female, were sent to England for a two years’ 
training course in August, 1912. The local training classes 
for assistant teachers were attended by 174 males and 208 
females. 

The total expenditure for the year on elementary education 
was £27,746 as compared with £28,265 in 1911-12; and included 
£24,446 paid as salaries to teachers, &c., as compared with 
£24,655 in the previous year: the average cost per pupil in 
average attendance was 33s. 6d., as compared with 33s. 9d. in 
1911-12. 











Srconpary Envcation. 


There are three secondary schools; two for boys and one for 
girls. 

The Lyceum in Malta was attended by 544 boys as compared 
with 590 in the previous year. The percentage of attendance 
was 79, as against 82 in the previous year. 172 boys were 
examined for admission and 84 qualified, as compared with 152 
and 81 respectively in the previous year. 
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At the annual examinations held in July, 1912, 302 students 
were examined in English and 303 in Italian, the number of 
passes in English being 139, or 46 per cent., and 158, or 52 per 
cent., in Italian. 

The Boys’ Secondary School in Gozo was attended by 59 | 
pupils, who made an average attendance of 980 per cent. as 
compared with an attendance of 66 and percentage of attend- 
ance of 94:0 in the previous year. An examination for admis- 
sion into this school, which takes place every second year, was 
held in July, 1912, and 31 candidates were selected from a 
total of 73 who presented themselves. 

The Girls’ Secondary School, Malta, was attended by 163 
pupils as compared with 175 in the preceding year; the average 
percentage of attendance was 98 as compared with 84. 

The total cost of secondary education was £4,341 and included 
Lyceum (£3,439), Boys’ Secondary School, Gozo (£258), and 
Girls’ Secondary School, Malta (£644); the revenue was £1,396, 
inclusive of £981 from the Lyceum, and £415 from the Girls’ 
Secondary School. The average cost per student was £6 9s. 8d. 
in the Lyceum, £6 Is. 4d. in the Secondary School, Gozo, and 
£2 7s. 3d. in the Girls’ Secondary School, Malta. 


UNIVERSITY. 


The average number of students attending the University was 
146, as compared with 149 in the previous year, and included 
students in Theology (6), Law (51), Medicine (18), Literature 
and Science (45), Engineering and Architecture (12), and 
Pharmacy (14). 

One hundred and nineteen candidates entered for the Matricu- 
lation Examination held in 1912, of whom 53 were successful. 

The total cost of the University was £5,540, and the revenue 
was £1,721; the average cost per student was £24 6s. Od. as 
compared with £27 17s. 4d. in the previous year. 


V—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Hosrirats, Asytums, &c. 


In the year 1912-13, 3,400 patients, as against 3,909 for the 
previous year, were admitted into the hospitals of Malta and Gozo. 
There were 360 deaths as compared with 414 in 1911-12. In 
addition to these, 128,927 persons were attended by the District 
Medical Officers at the Government dispensaries or at their own 
houses, as against 130,669 in the previous year. 

There were 754 patients in the Lunatic Asylum on 81st March, 
1913. The number of admissions was 148, of discharged as cured 
32, as relieved 10, not improved 14, not subjects for the Asylum 
36. The number of deathswas 57. The revenue from the Asylum 
farm was £2,313 15s. Od. and the expenditure thereon £1,735 
Gs. 4d., leaving a profit of £578 8s. 8d. 
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The number of inmates in the Leper Hospital increased from 
73 on 31st March, 1912, to 105 at the end of the year under review. 
The number of deaths was 10. 

The recipients of institutional relief at the Poor Houses at 
Malta and Gozo and the Orphan Asylum are shown as numbering 
1,467 as compared with 1,453 in the preceding year. 

The number of persons receiving outdoor relief is shown to be 
3,976. 

The total cost of the charitable institutions in the two islands 
(exclusive of works) was £68,989 as against £71,018 in 1911-12. 


Savines Bayx. 


The number of depositors in the Savings Bank on 31st March, 
19138, was 7,444, and the amount standing to their credit was 
£537,363, of which £531,882 was invested in British and other 
securities. y 

The deposits made during the year amounted to £111,4U1 and 
the withdrawals to £126,948, as against £120,887 and £137,872 
respectively in the previous year. 

The expenses of management and the interest credited to 
depositors amounted to £10,837, whilst the revenue derived from 
interest on invested funds, unappropriated interest, and sale of 
pass books was £17,451, leaving a net profit of £6,954. 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Ponice. 


The establishment of the Police on 31st March, 1913, was 
36 officers and 509 non-commissioned officers and men, and the 
actual strength was 30 officers and 494 non-commissioned officers 
and men. ‘I'wenty-four men were enlisted in 1912-13, and the 
total number of dismissals was 2. Out of a total of 494 non- 
commissioned officers and men 386 can read and write and 188 
are illiterate. 

The number of surety bonds signed under the Aliens Law 
was 96, as compared with 194 in the previous year. The number 
of female immigrants, the majority of whom were Sicilians, 
was 54, of whom 18 were registered as housewives. Nine un- 
desirable aliens were expelled during the year, as against fourteen 
in the preceding year. 

The total cost of the Police for the year 1912-18 was £32,719, 
viz., £28,081 for personal emoluments and £4,638 for other 
charges. 

Prisons. 

The total number of persons committed, exclusive of debtors, 
was 13,440, of whoni 12,444 were males and 996 females. A 
comparative statement of committals for the past two years is 
subjoined :— 


16 “COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 








_ 1911-12. | 1912-13. | Increase. | Decrease. 

Malta— 

Criminal prisoners ... ae 10,584 12,187 1,603 — 

Debtors as eis a 8 4 _ 4 
Gozo— 

Criminal prisoners ... av 1,055 1,253 198 _ 

Debtors a aes ane _ — = a 

Total vee see we | 11,647 13,444 1,801 4 

















The number of persons sentenced to imprisonment with or 
without hard labour was 864, as against 754 in the previous year. 
The number of prisoners under detention, who are not confined 
in association with prisoners under hard labour or imprisonment, 
was 11,322 as against. 9,830 in 1911-12. 

Juvenile offenders, of whom 1,516 were received during the 
year, as compared with 1,197 in 1911-12, are not allowed to come 
into contact with adult prisoners. 

The general health of the prisoners was satisfactory. Thirty- 
one prisoners were admitted to the prison infirmary during the 
year, and the daily average on the sick-list, including prisoners 
on medical diet not admitted into the infirmary, was 32°75 as 
against 29°72 in the previous year. The prevailing disease was 
gastro-enteric derangement. 

One death occurred and one execution was carried out in the 
prison during the year. 

The number of offences against discipline by prisoners was 
1,989, as compared with 1,441 in 1911-12. The increase of 548 
in the offences was due to the daily increase of the prison popu- 
lation, and also to the enforcement of a full task from prisoners 
undergoing sentences of hard labour. 

The prisoners were employed on various kinds of work, e.g., 
pumping water, stone-breaking, cultivation of prison lands, 
manufacturing coir mats, cleaning, washing, making and mend- 
ing clothing and bedding for the prison; and those who knew 
a trade were employed on tinsmith work, painting, white-washing, 
masonry and carpentry. 

The average cost of the maintenance of a prisoner in the Malta 
Prison was £15 5s, 1d. per annum. 

The total cost of the prisons for 1912-18 (exclusive of. the 
Valletta lock-up) was £5,916, viz., Malta Prison £5,744, Gozo 
Prison £172. 


CrrmMiInaL ann JuprictaL STaristics. 


The number of offences reported to the Police was 37,247, as 
against 39,742 in 1911-12, a decrease of 2,495. 
They may be classified as follows ;— 
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Homicide Oh: cat Se 

Offences against the ‘person ... ne 

Offences against the good order of 
families ‘ vis is 

Offences against property 

Other offences 
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4 
6,262 


183 
3,871 
27,227 





37,247 





The number of offences dealt with by the Courts of Judicial 
Police in Malta and Gozo was 28,305, made up as follows :— 














— | Malta. Gozo. : Total. 

Crimes. eevee | 1,120 89 1,209 
Contraventions ... oa | 24,424 2,672 27,096 
28,305 


Peet ae ae” “ve 25,544 | 2,761 





The number of offences not dealt with by the Courts was 8,942, 


or 24 per cent, of the total number reported to t 
the number of crimes the perpetrators of whic 


he Police, while 
h were not dis- 


covered was 187, or 7 per ceut of the total number reported, 


which was 2,705. 


In connection with the offences dealt with by the Courts of 
Judicial Police, 28,305 persons were summoned before the 


Magistrates, as compared with 26,252 in the p 
inerease of 2,053. 
They were dealt with as follows :— 
Summarily convicted 
Committed for trial 
Acquitted : oa; on Me 
Discharged for want of evidence or in 
detault of prosecution 


The punishments inflicted on the persons who 
convicted were as follows :— 
Imprisoned 
Fined oh bn 
Fined and imprisoned ... 
Bound over 
Admonished 


The number of persons admonished (4,440) w: 


revious year, an 


26,793 
192 
1,188 








were summarily 


2,033 
19,905 
60 

35 


4.440 





26,793 


as 16 per cent. 


of the number of summary convictions, as against 13 per cent. 


in the previous year. 
32986 


B 
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One hundred and eighty-eight persons were tried in the 
Criminal Court (Superior Courts) during the year 1912-13, as 
compared with 92 in 1911-12. 


The results were as follows: — 
Ay L1-12. 1912-13. 


Convicted ae eg toe “ER, 153 
Acquitted hss ie wo 20 35 
92 188 


The offences in respect of which convictions were secured may 
be classified as follows :— 


Murder Se oo xe hy es 2 
Child murder oe ey Se wee 1 
Attempt at murder ee , ao it 
Other offences against the person ve 8 
Offences against property... 66 
Offences against the good order of families 15 
Other offences ea 5 ar we 40 

Total ... .. 153 





One thousand six hundred and thirty-two cases were instituted 
in the Civil Court, First Hall, as against 1,624 in the previous 
year, of which 858 were for the determination of a point of fact 
or law (unliquidated claims) and the rest for the recovery of sums 
of money amounting in the aggregate to £32,254. 

In the Commercial Court 923 cases were introduced, as com- 
pared with 980 in 1911-12. Two hundred and twenty-eight cases 
were for the determination of a point of fact or law, and the rest 
for the recovery of sums of money amounting in the aggregate to 
£21,724. 

The business transacted in the Civil Court, Second Hall, was 
as follows :— 


Applications disposed of ot w 1,264 
Secret wills deposited ... sf on 39 
Secret wills withdrawn ... aoe seh 10 
Deposits made... ; . £200 


The number of cases pending i in the Superior Courts on 31st 
March, 1918, was 1,059, as compared with 998 in the previous 
year. 





VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 
The civil population on Ist April, 1913, was estimated at 
216,617, as against 215,382 on Ist April, 1912. 
The total number of births in the last two years was as 


follows :— 
1911-12. 1912-18. 








Males... bes ie dee 3,840 8,774 
Females ar tute ee 3,371 3,208 
Total... ake fy R211 6,977 
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The birth-rate in the year under review was 32°20 per mille, as 
compared with 33°49 per mille in the previous year. The average 
birth-rate for the last twelve years was 37°41 per mille. 

The total number of deaths reported was as follows :— 

1911-12. 1912-138. 
Males ... ae ris a 2,798 2,281 
Females ste ee a 2,488 2,039 








Total 4,320 





The death-rate in 1912-13 was 19°79 per mille, as against 24°42 
in 1911-12, while the average death-rate for the past twelve years 
was 23°81 per mille. 

The number of marriages was 1,029, as compared with 1,016 in 
the previous year. 

i ake general state of health of the islands during the year was 
good. 

The following table gives the number of cases of infectious 
diseases, and the number of deaths from each disease, including 
cases aud deaths in the fleet and garrison, during the past two 
years : — 























1911-12. 1912-13. 
No. of No. of No. of No. of 
cases. deaths. cases. deaths. 
ane ao mii E a i pic tan 
Asiatic Cholera. us as 116 85%) | = 
Chicken-pox ... ee ae 190 — 91 | — 
Diphtheria vee sds aoea 38 9 | 37 | 6 
Enteric Fever... ws 248 59 | 110 24 
Erysipelas re 58 | 4 | 55 | 8 
Puerperal Fever... a 17 11 11 3 
Influenza... ; | 75 3 | 333 13 
Malarial Fever ... 7 sear | 9 | 1, 11 _ 
Measles ... ane eo Sesh 2,891 144 | 204 | 14 
Mediterranean Fever ... veel 277 26 | 374 38 
Scarlet Fever .. 0. owe 42 —- | is fo — 
Small-pox ay a0 fesel 7} rian 6. 1 
Tubercular Phthisis .., ied 238 | 155 jj B54 | 171 
Whooping-cough Baa ate 38 1 41° 2 
Total: ve! age adh | 4,244 500 1,85 280 





Of the 37 cases of diphtheria, six proved fatal. 

Mediterranean fever, which showed a continuous decrease for 
the last six years, has given a slight increase both in the number 
of cases reported and in the deaths among the civil population 
during the year under review. Only one case was reported from 
the fleet, and the garrison had only three cases. During the year 
14,537 goats and sheep were examined by the sanitary authorities, 
of which 420 were found infected and destroyed. 

The six cases of small-pox were traced to the first case, which 
was an imported one. The precautions taken to check the spread 
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of the disease proved effectual. Five thousand and eight persons 
were vaccinated, 52 of the vaccinations being unsuccessful. 

The death-rate amiong children under twelve months was 214'46 
per 1,000 births, the lowest on record, as against 267°21 in the 
previous year. ‘here was a considerable decrease in the death- 
rate of children under five years, as compared with the previous 
year, viz., 79°70 as against 104°23 per mille in 1911-12. 

The works carried out during the year in connection with the 
general drainage scheme were the following :— 

Completing the intercepting sewer and constructing a por- 
tion of the street sewers at Ghainsielem, Gozo; 

Constructing a portion of the street sewers at Tarxien and 
Paola; 

Constructing a portion of the street sewers at Zeitun; com- 
pleting the Lazaretto sewer. 

The meteorological returns for 1912-13 are summarised in the 
following table :— 






































‘Temperature. | Rainfall. Wind, 
| * ry eae ae - 3 
Sale (ice ee ele 2 
Sn Pe Ee ice eee ee E 
% a) 8 (ee ]8 | 8 | 8 | General |™ 
si =/2/a i 45 | 2:2 | Directions. | & . 
x | 8} eile jas] & les gS 
2/El2/8 S26 | Sy Bd 
| a | aH] nla a | 4/4 4 
1912, | | 
April +» |136°0/71°1]49°0, 8°7 | 58-7 | 1°335. 79°6 | W.&N.W.| 4 
May s+ | 145-0 |82°0 | 51°8) 10°3 | 65°8 |1°655° 75°2 | NW. &W.| 3 
June +++ | 143-0 81-9 62-4) 10°3 | 70-4 — 77-9 |N.W.& W.| 4 
July w» | 154°6 /95°0| 68-8! 12°6 | 78-1 — 72°1 |; N.W.&W.) 2 
August... | 147°4/87°8/69°7, 10°3 | 77°5 | — ‘76°9|NW.&S.| 2 
September... |146°0)79°7 62-1, 7°6 | 71-0 ;3°112' 81:1 | NW. & E.| 3 
October... | 144°1|78°3/60°0| 7:7 | 68:1 | 1°168 79°3| EH. & W. | 3 
November ... | 1868 !72°5/ 51:0) 7°7 | 59°6 | 3:638' 74:3 |W. & N.w.| 4 
December ... | 128°0/65-7/49°5, 7-0 | 56-0 ,0°981| 81:8 SE.&S.W.) 4 
1913. | : \ 
January ... | 127-0 63-1/48°2; 6°9 | 56°7 2548 | 85°6 | W. & NW.) 4 
February ... | 128°263°5/40°4) 7:9 | 54:1 ;3°203; 82°3 |N.W.&N.| 3 
March 133°4 69-3 45-8 8-5 | 56°8 | 1°376' 81-6 | SE & N. | 3 
: f l | | | i 
The highest temperature in the shade was 101° 1 at Casal Lia 
on the 4th July, and the lowest 33°6 at Zeitun on the 15th 


February. The mean temperature for the year was 64°6, as 
ompared with 63°2 in 1911-12. 

The mean temperature for the summer months of June, July, 
August, and September was 74°92. In 1911-12 it was 75°9. 
‘The mean temperature for the winter months of January, 
February, and March was 56°°5, or 1° 2 above that of the pre- 
ceding year. 

The total rainfall was 18016 inches, or 6°214 inches below that 
of 1911-12. Rain fell on 88 days. 

The prevailing winds were: —N.W. on 72 days, W. on 66 days, 
E. on 47 days, and S.E. on 40 days. ‘The average velocity of the 
wind was 88 miles per hour. 
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The average number of hours of bright sunshine per day was 
83, as compared with 86 in 1911-12. 

No local earthquakes were registered during the period, but the 
Milne Seismograph recorded 72 shocks from distant centres of 
disturbance. 


VIIL—POSTAL AND TELEPHONE SERVICKS. 


Details of the postal matter dealt with in the past two years are 
given in the following table: — 





1911-12. 1912-13, 


Received. | Despatched.| Received. | Deepatehed 





Letters ve ae | 1,878,058 | 2,227,589 | 1,776,346 | 2,173,067 


Post Cards... ... | 180,297 287,508 185,367 : 306,241 
Printed Matter ... |: 982,345 366,977 | 1,124,734 , 380,913 
Parcels Go Vk 47,462 18,760 49,358 19,424 











3,088,162 | 2,900,834 | 3,135,805 | 2,879,645 








a 
5,988,996 6,015,450 








The total number of mails received during the year was 10,047, 
and the number despatched 6,595, as against 9,971 and 6,522, 
respectively, in 1911-12. 

The total number of registered articles received and despatched 
was 157,401, as against 149,867 in the previous year, an increase 
of 7,534. 

The total number of money orders issued and paid in the Colony 
was 13,678 (£56,989), as against 12,361 (£46,715) in the previous 
year; and the total number of postal orders issued and paid was 
127,420 (£68,871), as against 128,696 (£68,883) in 1911-12. 

The total number of parcels received and despatched was 68,782, 
as against 66,222 in 1911-12, showing an increase of 2,560 parcels. 

The total length of aerial telephone wires belonging to the 
military authorities open to the public on 31st March, 1918, was 
184 miles, while the total length of wires belonging to the Melita 
Telephone Exchange on the same date was 780 miles. 


IX.—MILITARY EXPENDITURE. 


The total expenditure on the Garrison (including the King’s 
Own Malta Regiment of Militia) was £517,005. as compared with 
£511,649 in 1911-12. 
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X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The gross revenue of the railway during 1912-13 was £6,322, 
against £6,711 in 1911-12, and the expenditure, including addi- 
tions and renewals (£510), was £6,768, a net loss of £446 on the 
year’s working. In addition to the above, £189 was expended on 
the Railway Technical School. 

The revenue derived from water supplied, laying house services, 
and rent of meters was £19,358, as compared with £18,986 in 
1911-12. 771,580,943 gallons of water were consumed in 1912-18, 
as against 854,657,580 gallons consumed in the previous year. 

The revenue derived from the electric lighting installation was 
£18,318, as compared with £18,657 in 1911-12. The capital 
outlay on the 31st March, 1913, was £79,198, and the net profit 
on the year’s working was £6,427 (or 8:12 per cent.). The total 
number of units generated (exclusive of central station units) was 
1,067,883, and the consumption of coal amounted to 2,375 tons, 
as compared with 1,090,393 units generated and 2,595 tons of 
coal consumed in 1911-12. 

The work done on the survey of the Island in 1912-18 was as 
follows : — 


Survey with plane table ... Ba as .. %T2 acres. 
Traversing wn ve ise oe : 63°4 miles. 
Sheets checked (4,648'5 acres) ... ae $a 9 
Sheets published (2,014°5 acres) ... . oe 4 


Sheets completed and transmitted to Chatham 
to be printed (516°5 acres) ae 1 


The report of the census of these islands taken on the 2nd 
April, 1911, was published in April, 1912. The civil population 
was returned as 211,564, and the garrison, Royal Navy, and 
mercantile shipping in harbour as 16,970, making a total of 
228,584. The civil population was 1,884 per square mile, as 
against 1,671 in 1901, and 1,487 in 1891. In ten years the civil 
population had increased by 26,822. 

There has been no recovery from the depression in the labour 
market that was occasioned by the completion of the breakwaters, 
new dry docks, new barracks, and other Imperial works which, 
from about 1903 to 1906, had produced an inflation of employ- 
ment and an abnormal rise in wages, which was followed by a 
sudden reduction of the Mediterranean fleet and the Malta 
garrison. Many wage-earners who had become accustomed to a 
higher standard of living are now unable to find employment, and 
a constderable number have proceeded abroad in search of work. 
The passports issued indicate that the flow of emigration is directed 
mainly towards Australia, Canada, and the northern ports of 
Africa. The number of passports issued in 1912-13 was 365 for 
Australia, 514 for Canada, and 876 for Northern Africa, as against 
228, 44, and 391, respectively, in 1911-12. The total number of 
passports issued during the year under review was 2,248. 

The report of the Royal Commission appointed to enquire into 
the finances, economic position, and judicial procedure of Malta 
was issued on the 22nd April, 1912. In accordance with one of 








“gIpy uordurmygmog ‘Koning suo) 
“saavar | T T ae | T T T T T Pea 
‘0000/6 «8 = £0 9 000 & 6 G0 0007 ‘PION 09 














NITHYD:ENE O 
VIVISYSYVIN GL STOVITIA 
OD20N/ISVSHYW Bb : 
“wlonegazurg ‘Ly 
‘uvEayZ—~s0- OF 
NNLITZ ~30— “Se 
AVIXY— 30 — 
NIITYVL~ 60 — 
“vIgnD—6a- 
‘dOIYIHI—60 — 
ISWS 30 ~ 
ODSINZ TWSWD 
“wabIT¥D © 
YNDNISOD ‘ 
“WSOISOLLIA * 
‘W3ITONIS 
—sa- Aa LITIN 
NOSIad TIMI :Y¥OD * 
“vIOwd TWS¥D 
AYFLIWID “Gav * 
“WINT WS HD 
WVLLITIVA 
“VNWINOTY 
“ysnolt wood 
“WLIASOH SYIAIT 
VElIGvIIN —30~ | 
JONFYH TWSVD 
wn 37S 
“VOISIN @ WLIIe 
‘NNEW YH 
NEN? — 6a 
INFIODIS TWSWD 
“SNVITAL ZS 
VUWIYIHIMIG 607 1 
‘ONEEIZ 30 * 
NVZ7VE 30 — 
“w/I7 TSW 
“SNITYVO OINOLNY iS‘ 
‘OuvL LY TWwSy> 
WATASY DILYNNT * 
“SNIOUVD OLLFHISOB * 
‘ynsuvo— a — 
“ONYXYN — 50 — 
“VLSI IWS YD 
"FavLoN 
‘OLvavy 
TIONIG TWSYD 
AVE SNe iS 
“OYNVIDIN 





SSA VM TIve 
OY, BV ONIde 


SN O¥ BEN GG 


VHIITTIIW 











VIIVIW 40 dvw 


HOLANS 


Hosted y GOOSLe 


“ST6T wopchummrgmos. Means coumupig 


“STAN (00 











“sad, [ rT T T T T T T ™ a] 


“YIU 6a — 
‘YNaYN~so— 

WITIIS NIVHD -~~O — 
“VIDIVD 40 VYHOVX AO -- 


VIHINIX 6G— 


coor 


ee 
‘t 
“ey 


ot 


Ww 


LYUNNVYS TYSYD ‘Ol 


‘NMOL VIFOLIIA 


‘YVIXNIW-.d — * 
"WI1DYIM ~ 37 — * 
‘ONgsIZ-39— * 


“TYSVHD- 30 — 
YIN wiS- 6O— 


YVNINYHO-387 — * 


‘09uVvo-.a — * 


‘OZNIYOT'S TWSVD 


eC 
8 
Z 
9 
¢ 
‘* 
¢ 
zu 
v 


6 8 £ 8 ‘cog .% © ‘F 4 0 ‘o00r 





‘SIDV77IA ® 
VLIW. 
= "SNMOL a 


Si@woy Trd/IN led 





Sa SFONTYTLIY — 





OZOD 40 dvw 


HOLAMS 





Hosted by G 008 le 


MALTA, 1912-13. 23 


their recommendations, His Majesty’s Government approved of 
the discontinuance of the Island contribution of £5,000 a year 
in aid of military expenditure until the local finances were in a 
stronger position, and a saving of £2,500 was consequently effected 
during the year 1912-138. Meanwhile, the rigid control over 
expenditure previously initiated continued to operate, and the 
effect of retrenchments and suspensions of public works resulted 
in the surplus of £14,454 on the accounts of the year. 

On the 4th September, 1912, a Committee was appointed, in 
pursuance of a recommendation of the Royal Commissioners, to 
conduct an investigation into the expenditure of the Government 
and the organisation of the Government Departments. The re- 
port of this Committee, signed by Sir John Clauson, K.C.M.G., 
C.V.O., and Mr. A. E. Stephenson, was submitted to the 
Governor on the 3rd January, 1918. 


T have, &c., 


Joun E. Crauson, 


Lieutenant-Governor 
and Chief Secretary to Government. 
Tlis Excellency 
The Governor. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page 
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Colony, &c. Year. 
St. Lucia... see os . ae + 1911-1912 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands... sis tas nee 1911 
Cayman Islands (Jamies) oo . : vee 1911-1912 
Gibraltar... ors a on is ay - 1912 
St. Helena ... oe tee . as tee 5 
Weihaiwei ... oe fers . a ff i ie 
Ceylon ee ite ats es Bf at vee 1911-1912 
Sierra Leone aoe ne on a tee asa 1912 
Seychelles ... eee ose ane “ * rr 
Somaliland . see eee see se vee 1912-1913 
Hong Kong. . 1912 


Turks and Caicos Islands ... 
Falkland Islands... 





Northern Territories of the Gold Coast. 


Bahamas... vee ee tee 
Gambia i ae toe ane 
Fiji... one ove tee see 


Basutoland ... wes 
Gold Coast ... axe 
Ashanti 
Nyasaland ... 7 3 
Bechuanaland Protectorate | ass 
British Solomon Jslands .. . 
Colonial Survey Committee ia 
Tongan Islands Protectorate... 
Swaziland ... oe ot se 
Imperial Institute ... See 
Barbados... a rh 
British Guiana... 

Entomological Research Committee 











191271913 
1912 





191271913 


” 
1911-1913 
1912-1913 
1912 
1912-1913 


wee tee wee ” 





Southern Nigeria . oe aoe tee tee oe 1912 
Jamaica... ss se Sed es eee vee 1912-1913 
British Honduras ... ss see tee ae 1912 
Northern Nigeria ... See see icy aed wes er 

MISCELLANEOUS, 

Colony, &e. Subject 
St. Vincent ne ent «+ Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 
Weihaiwei ... hi a « Census, 1911. 
Northern Nigeria ... eee + Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 


Nyasaland ... aa on aa 
Southern Nigeria ‘ 

Imperia! Institute... 
Southern Nigeria . tee 
West Indies ane fe saa 








Southern Nigeria ... oe ies 
Southern Nigeria ... on aes 


Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, &. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1912. 
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Tre Governor TO THE SEcRETARY or STATE. 
Government House, 
Uganda, 
31st October, 1913. 
Sir, 


I wave the honour to transmit the Report on the Blue Book 
of the Uganda Protectorate for the year 1912-13. 


T have, &c., 


F. J. Jackson, 
Governor. 
The Right Honourable 


The Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
&e., &e., &e. 


(83011—2.),, Wt. 35104—688, 1375 &90. 1/4. D&S, A2 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR 1912-13. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The local revenue for the year 1912-13 amounted to £238,655 
an increase over the amount collected in 1911-12 of £35,168, and 
exceeding by £6,861 the original estimate of the year’s receipts. 

2. The estimated ordinary expenditure for the year was 
£313,799, and the actual expenditure £292,147. The difference 
between revenue and expenditure is made up by a grant-in-aid 
from Imperial funds. . 

3. The following table shows the revenue, grant-in-aid, and 
expenditure for the last five years : — 





—_ | 1908-09. 1909-10. | 1910-11. | 1911-12. ee 1912-13. 


} 





£ £ 
102,572 | 165,145 
95,000 | 103,262 


£ 
191,094 208, 492 938, 655 
96,000 | 65,000 | 45,000 


Revenue 
Grant-in-aid ... 








Total ... ... | 197,572 | 268,407 | 287,094 - 268,492 | 283,055 
% | i 
Expenditure ... ~| 256,337 | 240,140 . 252,374 | 283,689 | 299,147 














REVENTE. 


4. Collections under the head Licences, Excise, and Internal 
Revenue amounted to £151,106, an increase of £14,576 over the 
total for the previous year, and of £14,896 over the estimate. 
The principal items of increase were Poll Tax and Road and 
Wharfage dues. The increase in Poll Tax, which was derived 
mainly from the Eastern Province, was £11,247, and was due in 
part to improved administrative control, but chiefly to the in- 
creased prosperity of the native population of that province owing 
to the extension of cotton cultivation and the consequent wider 
distribution of money. Road and Wharfage dues are levied on 
imports, and the increase of these raised the collections under 
this head by £2,482. Customs receipts increased by £4,992; 
the sum credited to this Protectorate on account of goods for 
Uganda imported at Mombasa, which is fixed annually, was 
increased by £4,149, and export duties showed an increase of 
£1,213. On the other hand, import duties collected locally on 
goods imported from adjoining territories fell off somewhat, as 
greater advantage is being taken of the facilities for passing 
merchandise through the Protectorate “in transit.” The amount 
collected under Fees of Court and Office and Payments for 
Specific Services increased by £7,003, mainly owing to an increase 
of £6,318 in receipts from the extended Government Transport 
Services. The receipts from these services, however, fell short 
by £16,237 of the estimated amount, owing to delay in the 
arrival of material for new lighters and steamers on Lake Kioga. 
The profits on the working of the Busoga Railway, which appear 
for the first time in the Protectorate accounts, realised £1,252. 
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Owing to the general increase of business, receipts for the rent 
of township plots and other Government property increased by 
£1,062. 


EXPENDITURE. 


5. The expenditure for the year shown above, viz., £292,147, 
does not include sums chargeable to loans for railway construction 
and improvement of internal communications. The general pro- 
gress and opening up of the Protectorate naturally entails a 
continual increase in the expenditure of the principal depart- 
ments, the staff and scope of which are being enlarged to meet 
ow growing needs. The expenditure on provincial administra- 
tion for the year exceeded that of the previous year by £4,410, 
owing to increase of staff, and that of the Port and Marine 
Depariment increased by £15,515. This amount includes a sum 
of £14,416 spent on the construction of new vessels, an expendi- 
ture which will result in a large increase in revenue. 

6. A sum of £21,789 was spent on the construction of the 
Busoga Railway out of the loan of £170,000 for this purpose. 
The balance remaining for the completion of the railway is 
£25,942. A further loan from the Imperial funds, of £125,000, 
was obtained during the year, of which £30,000 is allotted to 
the construction of a railway from Kampala to Kampala Port, 
and £95,000 to improving the internal communications of the 
cotton-growing districts of the Hastern Province. 


Assets anp LIAnILitres. 


7. The excess of assets over liabilities on the 3lst March 
amounted to £211,812. Of this sum, however, £146,664 consists 
vf unexpended balances from loan funds, leaving a residue of 
£65,148, out of which £53,755 is devoted to the reduction of the 
evant-in-aid for the year 1913-14, and £3,691 retained as a work- 
ing balance. The net surplus standing to the credit of the 
Protectorate on the year’s working is therefore £27,702. 


Savines Banx. 


8. The total number of depositors in the Government Savings 
Bank during the year was 335, an increase of 29 over the number 
of depositors during the previous year. The amount standing 
to the credit of depositors totalled £5,118, as compared with 
£3,596 in 1911-12. 

9. The reluctance of the natives to use the bank dies hard. It 
is reported that considerable sums of money paid to native land 
owners during the year for the purchase of land have been buried. 
The attitude of the natives towards the bank is probably due 
rather to the innate conservatism of the African and to his 
inherited desire to retain under his own eye whatever property 
he possesses than to any real lack of confidence in the bank and 
its objects. There are signs of a gradual improvement in this 
respect but it will be many years before this feeling is overcome 
among the general population. 
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IT.—TRADE. 


10. The total volume of the Protectorate trade during the year 
amounted to £1,236,956, an increase of £219,828 over the previous 
year. Imports show an increase of £155,409, and exports of 
£64,419. The value of the imports and exports during the last 
five years is given in the subjoined tables :— 


Imporss. 


Private Government Goods in 5 
Total. 











| 
Year | Merchandise.) Stores. Specie. Transit. | 
| | { 
i £ £ £ £ £ 
1908-9 ... | 281,254 41,740 13,694 82,615* | 419,303 
1909-10... | 288,876 34,228 36,901 43,395 403,400 
1910-11... 347,823 | 32,428} 123,383 51,724 555,358 


1911-12... 1! 498°199 51,753¢ | 96374 | 48,211 | 624/537 

1912-13... one | 535,891 ' 54,4248 120,397 69,234 779,946 

if 

* Includes £33,333 bullion from the Congo in transit to Europe. 
£6,007 value of material for the Busoga Railway. 








” 


£ oo» «£14,806, is ” ” ” 
§ ., £21807 2 ee ‘ i » and £12,347 
value of vessels for the Lake Kioga service. 


Exports. 


Including Re-exports. 























| Re-Exports,.* 
C Local 2 
Year Produce. Total. 
| Merchandise. Specie 
| | 
£ £ £ £ 
1908-9 «| 127,275 36,598 10,640 174,513 
1909-10 175,934 43,910 5,427 225,271 
1910-11 «| 806,609 30,847 i 2,870 340,326 
1911-12 vee | 867,575 17,125 1 7,891 392,591 
1912-13 Ree 436,902 15,408 4,700 457,010 





* Re-esports are exclusive of “goods in transit,” the value of which 1s 
shown under Imports. 


Imports. 


ll. The principal increases in the value of articles imported 
for local consumption appear under the following items :—yarns 
and textile fabrics, £29,319; specie, £24,023; manufacturing 
machinery, £13,279; corrugated iron, £8,242; railway material, 
£7,001; bags and sacks, £6,192; bicyles, £5,412; ships and boats, 
£4,995; hardware, £4,408; buildings in parts, £4,261; cement, 
£4,198; soap, £4,192. 
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12. Imports of ivory show a decrease of £2,971; rice, a decrease 
of £1,456; rubber, a decrease of £1,438; and drugs and chemicals, 
a decrease of £1,272. 

13. Food, Drink, and Tobacco.—The total value of imports 
classified under this head shows a net increase of £10,395, the 
largest increase appearing under the heads: salt, £2,927; tobacco, 
£2,171; sugar, £2,057; and tea, £1,052. A decrease in the value 
of grain imported of £1,578, of which £1,456 is accounted for 
by a falling off in the imports of rice, is attributed to the 
departure of the Indian contingent of the King’s African Rifles, 
who were among the principal consumers of imported grain. 

14. Raw Materials—There was a decrease in the import of 
articles in this class of £1,229. Imports of kerosene oil show 
an increase of £1,576 and of other oils £1,598. Imports of 
ivory and rubber from the Congo have again decreased by 
£2,971 and £1,438, respectively, owing to the settlement of the 
boundary between Usanda and the Congo and increased super- 
vision by the Congo authorities over the territories formerly in 
dispute, which has resulted in an increase of the amount of these 
commodities passing through the Protectorate in transit and a 
decrease in direct importations. Although with the progress of 
the Protectorate the amount of building undertaken is steadily 
increasing, the value of the timber imported showed only a 
trifling increase of £42, which is due to the fact that larger 
use is being made of local timber. 

15. Manufactured or Partly Manufactured Articles —The im- 
ports under this head, which are the best criterion of the general 
rosperity of the population, again show a remarkable increase 
of £97,647, an advance of about 25 per cent. on those of the 
revious year. The most important items showing increase are 
varns and textile fabrics, £29,319, of which £2,110 is for 
‘*bafta,’’? a cotton cloth much used by natives, £8,880 for 
“americani,’’ a coarse cotton fabric. and £18,829 for other kinds 
of fabrics and yarns. Bicycles show an increase of £5,412, 
hardware of £4,408, and soap of £4,192, all items which are good 
indications of growing prosperity; the bicycle, indeed, has been 
an important factor ¥ in the development of up-country roads and 
is in universal use among the better class natives. Increases under 
he heads of manufacturing machinery of £13,278; bags and 
sacks, £6,192; corrugated iron, £8,242, buildings in parts, 
£4,261; and cement, £4,198; all tend to show satisfactory 
industrial progress. The machinery was mainly required in 
connection with the cotton and coffee industries. 

Railway material for tlie Busoga Railway is responsible for an 
increase of £7,001, and ships and boats for the Lake Kioga 
service in connection with this railway for £4,995. 









Exports. 

16. The increase in the value of exports of £69,994 is very si 
factory. At this stage of development it is only to be expected 
that the imports should increase even more rapidly than the 
exports. The rapid increase in imports indicates that money 
is being spent in development and is an earnest of the future 
expansion of the export trade. 
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17. Food, Drink, and Tobacco.—The value of exports in this 
class amounted to £55,771, as compared with £36,635 in 1911-12, 
an increase of £19,186. The principal items showing increases 
were coffee. £6,377, ghee, £5,620, and ‘‘simsin » (sesame), 
£9,764. The export of coffee increased in value from £2,563 to 
£8,940. The trade in ghee, for which a large demand exists 
in the Hast Africa Protectorate, is capable of considerable 
expansion. 

18. Raw Waterials.—The increase in the value of raw materials 
exported was £51,861, the total value of exports in this class 
being £877,071. Of the total increase in value cotton and 
cotton seed were responsible for £34,957, and hides for £19,663. 
The amount of cotton exported from the Protectorate has risen 
from 6,488 bales, valued at £59,594, in 1909-10 to 26,294 bales, 
valued at £254,379, in 1912-138. The export of unginned cotton 
decreased by £5,385 in value. Prices ruled low during the year. 
Of the increase in hides the export of wild buffalo hides accounted 
for £7,488. The buffalo has again been placed on the list of 
protected animals, and the value of this export will consequently 
decrease next year. Goat skins show an increase in value of 
£6,294, though the actual quantity exported showed a slight 
falling off. The export of ivory is decreasing in value and fell 
short by £8,778 of the value exported during 1911-12. 

19. Manufactured Articles—The exports under this head 
naturally form a very small part of the Protectorate trade, their 
total value amounting only to £4,061. Cotton seed oil showed 
a decrease of £3,060. 

20. Direction of Trade.—Imports from all British possessions 
amounted to £395,009, an increase of £89,901 over the figures for 
last year. Imports from foreign countries showed an increase of 
£41,279, their total value being £264,334. A most satisfactory 
feature of the year’s trade was the large increase in imports from 
the United Kingdom, which totalled £285,583, an advance of 
£59,098 as compared with 1911-12. 

21. The articles of import from the United Kingdom which 
showed marked increase were bicycles, hardware, corrugated iron, 
manufacturing machinery, soap, and textiles. The increase of 
£7,789 in the total imports of textiles from the United Kingdom 
was, however, quite overshadowed by an increase of £20,745 in 
the value of textiles imported from foreign countries. 

22. The value of textile imports from foreign countries is 
nearly double the value of those from the United Kingdom, and 
there is evidently room for greater enterprise in this direction 
on the part of British manufacturers. The largest item of 
import from foreign sources among textiles is ‘‘americani’’ 
(£81,718), a cheap. cotton cloth used for innumerable purposes. 
There are no arrangements in force for ascertaining accurately 
the destination of exports. 

23. Transit Trade.—The transit trade shows an increase of 
£21,023. The amount of ivory from the Congo Free State pass- 
ing through the Protectorate increased in value by £8,799. The 
total value of goods passed in transit was £69,234. 
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TII.—AGRICULTURE. 


24. The agricultural development of the Protectorate is pro- 
ceeding apace. The areas under the more important products 
are being greatly extended and the number of Huropean planta- 
tions is steadily increasing. The price of agricultural land, as 
noted elsewhere, has risen rapidly. Cotton is by far the most 
important product at present, Uganda coming second in the list 
of cotton-producing countries in Africa, but coffee. cacao, and 
rubber are being widely planted, and experiments are in progress 
with tea and tobacco. The Agricultural Department is giving 
the closest attention to the education of the native in sound 
methods of agriculture, with most promising results. There are 
three Government plantations in different parts of the country 
which are used as centres for instruction and for experiment in 
crops suitable to the locality. 

25. Cotton.—The cotton season was, in some respects, dis- 
appointing as drought, from December to February, seriously 
reduced the yield of late planted cotton. The industry, however, 
continues to make excellent progress. The quality of the cotton 
has been improved by careful seed selection and by the improve- 
ment in the methods of native cultivators, by whom the entire 
crop is grown. There was a large increase in output and an 
even larger increase is expected during the coming season, when 
improved transport facilities in the Eastern Province will enable 
a much larger crop to be moved. The first consignment of last 
season’s crop was sold at 925d. per lb., with ‘‘ middling” 
American at 6°85d. per |b. 

26. Coffee.—The exports of this crop, which amounted ten 
years ago to £892, totalled in 1911-12 £8,940, and the area under 
cultivation has been greatly extended. The crop, however, 
received a very severe set-back by the discovery during the year 
of ‘coffee leaf disease,’ which has attacked a number of 
plantations. 

27. Cacao.—This crop is receiving increased attention from 
planters and promises very well, but most of the trees are as 
yet very young and it is too early to speak definitely of the 
prospects of this product. : 

28. Rubber.—All kinds of rubber have been tried, but the 
favourite is Para rubber, the area under which is rapidly in- 
creasing. Tapping of the older trees has given fairly satis- 
factory results. 

29. Tobacco.—Experiments in tobacco growing are being made 
with promising results, and the crop is one which will repay 
attention. 

30. Native crops have been good and the cultivation of ground- 
nuts and sesame for oil-producing purposes is increasing in 
popularity amongst the natives. Efforts are being made to extend 
the cultivation of these in suitable districts. 

31. The agriculture of the country is, of course, to a large 
extent still in an experimental stage, but experiments have 
proceeded far enough to enable us to look with confidence to the 
future. The appearance of coffee leaf disease is unfortunate, 





10 COLONIAL REPORTS —ANNUAL. 


but even should this result in the total failure of coffee in 
Uganda, which is not considered probable, other profitable crops 
can certainly be produced. 


VETERINARY. 


32. Cattle—The efforts of the veterinary staff were mainly 
devoted to controlling the spread of rinderpest, which appeared 
in several centres in the Eastern and Northern Provinces. Large 
numbers of cattle were inoculated and quarantine measures 
initiated, with the result that the disease was kept in hand and 
the mortality kept low. Rinderpest has not yet appeared in 
Uganda on the west side of the Nile. It exists, however, in 
Ruanda, in German Hast Africa, and great care will be necessary 
to prevent its introduction into the cattle districts of the Western 
Province. Cattle for the production of anti-rinderpest serum 
are sent from this Protectorate to the Veterinary Department of 
British Hast Africa. 

33. Horses and Mules.—Lymphangitis is widely prevalent, 
especially among mules. The progress of the disease can often 
be arrested if cases are treated in the earliest stage, but it is 
doubtful if a permanent cure can be effected once the disease has 
spread beyond the point of infection. 

34. Dogs.—Rabies has been reported to exist among’ the jackals 
in the Hast Africa Protectorate but no cases have as yet been 
recorded in Uganda. Restrictions on the importation of dogs 
have been imposed. 








ENTOMOLOGICAL. 


35. Considerable progress was made in the investigation of the 
various insect pests which are common in the Protectorate. The 
cotton stainer and coffee beetle are serious pests. White ants 
represent a danger the gravity of which is often not realized. 
The distribution of ticks which are carriers of disease among 
humans and cattle has also formed a subect for investigation. 


IV.—BOTANICAL, FORESTRY, AND SCIENTIFIC, 


A. Borantcat. 


36. The Botanical Gardens have been well kept up and several 
improvements carried out, the chief of these being the erection 
of a rubber-curing house which contains coagulating, smoking, and 
drying chambers. This house is open to the inspection of visitors 
to the gardens desirous of seeing the processes through which the 
latex of rubber passes previous to shipment as ‘‘ crepe ’’ rubber. 

37. The Hevea braziliensis (Para rubber) trees have shown 
satisfactory results, but other kinds of rubber have not done so 
well. The Para trees were attacked by the disease Fomes semitosus, 
which yielded to treatment and did no serious damage. The 
number of Para rubber trees tapped during three months was 
310, giving an average yield of dry rubber per tree of slightly 
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over 12 02. ‘Two trees gave exceptional yields during January, 
one yielding 1 Ib. 2 oz. of rubber and the other 1 Ib. Two con- 
siguments of rubber were sent to the Imperial Institute for 
disposal aud report: the first, which was of a mixed character, 
realised 3s. 10d. per lb., with fine hard Para 4s. 10d., the second, 
tor smoked crepe sheet 4s. 6d., and smoked scrap crepe sheet 
4s. 3d., with fine hard Para at 5s. Id., and fine plantation Para 
at 4s. 8d. to 5s. Od. Cocoa trees in the gardens have all made 
satisfactory progress and are free from disease. Considerable 
numbers of seeds and planis were distributed by the Department. 
There is a large and ever increasing demand for Para rubber 
and cocoa seeds. 

38. Tor the first time in their history the Botanical Gardens 
showed a small profit on the year’s working. 








B. Forestry. 


39. The forests conceded to the Busoga Railway as fuel areas 
were inspected with a view to constituting a permanent fuel 
reserve for the use of the railway. An area of 30 square miles 
along the line was reserved for this purpose. 

40. The Tero Forest in South Buganda, where a Government 
saw mill is in operation, was also inspected. This saw mill, which 
has hitherto been under the care of the Public Works Department, 
is in future to be under the contro! ot the Lorestry Department. 

41. Several forests were inspected with a view to the discovery 
of rattan canes, which it is proposed to use for the manufacture 
of cane furniture. The canes were found to be plentiful. 

42. Two bundles of elephant grass were forwarded to the 
Imperial Institute for a report as to the suitability of this grass 
for paper-making. The grass was most favourably reported on 
and it is possible that by treating it with caustic soda an excellent 
pulp may be obtained. Further enquiries and experiments are 
being made. 











C. Screnriric. 


43. The museum at Kampala has been improved and several 
new exhibits added. There was a considerable increase in the 
number of visitors to the museum. A number of native medicines 
collected by Dr. J. H. Cook of the Church Missionary Society 
were forwarded to the Imperial Institute for analysis and report. 





D. Mrreorovoeicat. 


44. The highest rainfall recorded occurred in the Sesse Islands, 
where 78875 inches were registered. Entebbe came next with 
T571 inches, an unusually high total for Entebbe, where the 
average rainfall for the last thirteen years is 59°16. The wettest 
mouth of the year was May, and the driest October. The mean 
daily sunshine recorded was 5 hours 31 minutes. The maximum 
shade temperature registered at Entebbe was 85°6° F., in 
January, and the minimum 59°. The highest shade temperature 
recorded in the Protectorate was 104° at Gondokoro on the 29th 
March and the lowest 45° at Bombo (Buganda Province) in July. 
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The following table gives the rainfall and average maximum 
and minimum temperatures at eight of the principal stations : — 

















| 
— | Rain. Maximum. | Minimum. 

\ 

| 

| Inches. % 2 
Entebbe (Buganda Province) sual 79°1 | 62°9 
Kampala (Buganda Province) oes | 82°0 | 63-0 
Jinja (Eastern Province) 81:8 63°5 
Mbale (Eastern Province) ... i 87°4 | 67°6 
Nimule (Northern Province) 88-2 73°3 
Gondokoro (Northern Province) ! 96°9 67-4 
Fort Portal (Western Province) | | 82-2 62-1 
Mbarara (Western Province) ' 78°5 61:7 

| 





V.—LAND AND SURVEY. 


A. Survey. 


45. Topographical.—The topographical survey of the Western 
Province which had been begun in November, 1911, by the 
British section of the Anglo-Belgian Boundary Commission under 
Major Jack, R.E., unfortunately came to a standstill in June 
owing to lack of funds. The survey party had then mapped 
3,446 square miles of country, leaving 3,411 square miles to 
complete the survey of the province. In addition to this the 
topographical work completed up to the present includes practi- 
cally all Bunyoro, Lake Albert, and Buganda, and a small part 
of Toro and of the Eastern Province. 

46, Cadastral.—In the survey of the native estates in Buganda 
theodolite observations were completed over 885 square miles, 
making the total area covered up to the 3lst March, 1918, 4,372 
square miles. Detail was completed over 704 square miles. The 
total area completely surveyed is 3,987 square miles. The total 
area remaining to be surveyed is approximately 11,300 square 
miles. The cost of native estate surveys worked out at £6 14s. 
per square mile. 





B. Layo. 


47, Leases and grants of Crown land during the year, other 
than grants to natives under the Buganda Agreement, totalled 
131. There were 89 leases and 5 grants.of land in townships and 
21 leases and 15 grants of agricultural land. The area of 
agricultural land granted was 4,846 acres. The demand for 
township plots was chiefly in Jinja and Kampala. There was 
no enquiry for leases of forest land. 

48. The figures given above apply only to leases and grants 
which have been completed and registered, and are no indication 
of the demand for agricultural land, which is steadily increasing. 
In the Buganda Province the conditions of the Buganda Agree- 
ment relating to the grant of lands to natives practically limit the 
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land available for acquisition by planters to that in the hands 
of native owners which has been already surveyed. In other 
provinces Crown lands are available for allotment subject to 
subsequent survey. Altogether the lease with the option of 
purchase of 31,560 acres has been provisionally approved. 

49. The growing demand for agricultural land has naturally 
led to a rise in prices. The average price of some 30,000 acres 
of native land in Buganda, the transfer of which to planters and 
others has been provisionally approved, was lls. 2d. per acre. 
Prices are, however, still rising, and in some instances land which 
might have been obtained eighteen months ago at about 4s. per 
acre is now difficult to obtain at anything under 30s. per acre. 

50. The minimum price of Crown land in the Hastern Province 
was raised during the year to 8s. per acre and in Bunyoro to 
hs. 8d. per acre. 


VI.—LEGISLATION. 


51. Twenty-seven Ordinances were enacted during the year, of 
which the following are the most important :— 

(1) The King’s African Rifles Reserve Forces Ordinance, 
1912, which provides for the raising ot a reserve force 
of men who have served their time with the King’s 
African -Rifles ; 

(2) The Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks Ordinance, 1912, 
providing for the registration of patents and trade 
marks; 

(3) The Plants Pests Ordinance, 1912, which provides for 
he creation in each province of a Plants Pests Board 
authorised to enquire into the existence of and initiate 
measures to control the spread of diseases among 
plants which may appear in the province; 

(4) The Road Ordinance, 1912, providing for the registra- 
ion of vehicles plying upon public roads and authoris- 
ing the Governor to make rules regulating the traffic 
and the weight and description of vehicles permitted 
o use the roads; a 

(5) The Weights and Measures Ordinance, 1912, which pro- 
vides for the inspection of weights and measures; 

(6) The Licensing Ordinance, 1912, providing for the 
icensing of non-native traders; and 

(7) The Sleeping Sickness Ordinance, 1912, which consoli- 
dated and amended the existing Laws and Rules for 
he prevention of sleeping sickness. 








52. Two Orders in Council were promulgated, affecting the 
application of the Copyright Act, 1911, to this Protectorate, and 
extending the application of the Act in Uganda to certain classes 
of foreign works. 
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VIT.—EDUCATION. 


53. The number of children receiving instruction at the 
schools of the three missionary societies was as follows :— 





| Numbers on Roll. | Average attendance. 





Schools. ' Boys. | Girls. [tom ! Boys. Ginls,| Total. 
i | 


| 
eeenem os 
| 
212 | 14,706 | 11,685 | 26,391 











Church Missionary 9,300 | 7,380 7,180 








Society. 
White Fathers Mission} — | 11,089 | 8,702 /2n301 8,507 | 6,183 | 14,690 
Mill Hill Mission. 276 | Bina | 3,544 | 9,869 | (— | Sh ages 
L | 1 








The schools are of various grades, from the primitive village 
school, where the instruction is of the most elementary nature, 
to the high schools, where the curriculum includes English and 
type-writing and constitutes a sound general education. The 
high schools are attended mainly by the children of chiefs and 
by a few selected boys of the peasant class who are assisted by 
Government scholarships. Tach of the mission societies receives 
a grant from Government funds which is expended partly in 
providing scholarships and partly in the training and payment of 
native teachers. The amount of these grants for the year under 
report was 











Church Missionary Society... v. £850 

White Fathers of Algeria (Roman 
Catholic) a bs on out 300 

Mill Hill Mission (Roman Catholic) ... 100 


54. The standard of education among the better class natives 
is steadily improving and they are eager to take advantage of 
the opportunities offered. Ability to read and write is now a 
sine qua non among those natives who hope for employment as 
Chief's in the Buganda and Western Provinces and the districts 
of Bunyoro and Busoga. There is a large and growing demand 
also for native clerks and interpreters, which the present supply 
is inadequate to meet. Among the Nilotic tribes, progress has 
been slower up to the present, but a beginning is being made, 
with promising results. These people are, generally speaking, 
of a lower order of intelligence than the Bantu tribes and cannot 
for some years to come be expected to attain the standard 
reached by the latter. 

55. Technical Kducation.—Agricultural training is given at 
the more important schools of all the mission societies. It has 
been a special feature in the educational system of the White 
Fathers of Algeria, whose mission stations are to a large extent 
self-supporting and subsist on the products of their own culti- 
vation. An agricultural school has been opened this year in the 
Teso District by the Church Missionary Society. Boys are also 
trained in brick-making, masonry, and carpentering, and the 
native industries are encouraged. The Church Missionary 
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Society have introduced a cloth-weaving industry in the Toro 
District and have a special school where instruction is given. 
The cloth made, which is woven from locally grown cotton, is of 
excellent quality and finds a ready market. The school suffered 
a severe set-back during the year owing to a fire in which all the 
looms were burnt. 

56. The wide scope of the educational work carried out in the 
Protectorate is evidence of the great debt which Uganda owes 
to the activities of the mission societies. When it is remembered 
that the civilised existence of Uganda began less than twenty 
years ago and that the greater part of the funds expended on 
education have been provided by philanthropic endeavour, the 
progress made is very remarkable. It is gratifying to note that 
the system followed by the mission societies has, on the whole, 
been eminently sound in theory and practically justified by its 
results. 


VIII—JUDICIAL. 


57. The reports and statistics of the Judicial Department are 
rendered for the calendar year 1912 and not for the financial 
year 1912-13. 

58. The number of criminal cases tried in the Protectorate 
1919 was 1 nn ar ga in Toit, 


jauy 





wtn 

The number of persons charged was 1,473, an increase of 230 
over the number for the previous year. Of those charged 1,204 
were convicted, 182 acquitted, and 87 discharged for want of 
evidence. 

59. Civil cases dealt with by the Courts increased in number 
from 527 to 774. 

60. A comparative statement of the cases of serious crime 
dealt with during the years 1911 and 1912 is given below :— 


aan 1911. 1912. 
Murder and Homicide ... aes! 79 
Rape are Ba of fia 
Unnatural crimes ... we 1 
Offences against property with 
violence to the person ... Leo 1 
Other offences against property ... 4 13 
Other offences against the person... 2 ll 
Miscellaneous nee os “a 3 
37 114 


Of these 5 were tried by the High Court. 6 by Courts of Session, 
and 103 by District Courts. 

61. Ninety cases were dealt with by the High Court on appeal 
and in the exercise of its revisional powers, as compared with 62 
in 1911. The special jurisdictions vested in the High Court were 
exercised in 27 probate cases, 1 lunacy, and 6 bankruptcy cases. 

62: The increase in the number of criminal cases tried, and 
especially in the number of crimes of violence, is due to the 
extension of magisterial and administrative work in the outlying 
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parts, where crimes of violence are still common, and not to any 
real increase of crime throughout the Protectorate. 

63. The Courts Ordinance, 1911, under which the different 
classes of courts formerly presided over by District Officers 
were merged in one known as the District Court, has simplified 
procedure and proved satisfactory in practice. The records of 
all cases in which whipping is inflicted or in which a sentence 
of three months’ imprisonment or upwards is imposed are sent 
to the High Court for inspection. The majority of the District 
Courts are presided over. by Administrative Officers with no 
special legal training, but special Magistrates with legal quali- 
fications are appointed to the Courts at the three main centres 
of Entebbe, Kampala, and Jinja. 

64. Native Courts—The organisation of the Native Courts 
continues to be gradually developed and improved. The 
Native Courts in the Toro District of the Western Province and 
the Bukedi District of the Eastern Province were placed on a 
more regular footing during the year. The jurisdiction of 
Native Courts is confined to natives of the district in which they 
are established and they are under the direct supervision of the 
Administrative Officers of the district in their capacity of 
District Magistrates. 





IX.—POPULATION AND VITAL STATISTICS. 


A. Porunartion. 


65. The population of the Protectorate was reckoned in April, 
1911, at 2,843,325. No further census has been taken since that 
date. The European population was 823, of whom 622 were 
males and 201 females. 

The European population of Kntebbe and Kampala was— 

Males. Females. ‘otal. 
Entebbe 2: meee oe 45 137 
Kampala wha, pisses edb. 79 324 


B. Brrrus, Desrus, anp Marrraces. 


66. A table is subjoined showing statistics of births, deaths, 
and marriages of Fiuropeans, deaths of Asiatics, and native 
Christian marriages during the last five years. 





— 1908. 1909. | 1910. 1911, 1912. 





European births zs 8 | 15 10 18 27 
European marriages... oe 1 6 2 4 6 
European deaths ais 7 14 11 lit + 8 
Asiatic deaths ... eee oes No fijgures 27 9 37 





Native Christian marriages: r 
White Fathers (Roman 1,171 850 933 1,233 1,212 
Catholic) Mission. 
Church. Missionary Society... 388 407 393 578 538 
Mill Hill (Roman Cntholie) . 188 131 142 166 | 128 
Mission. 
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No machinery exists for the registration of marriage by native 
custom or for the rendering of reliable statistics of native births 
and deaths. 

67. Native returns from the Buganda and Western Provinces 
and the Districts of Busoga and Bunyoro give the number of 
births 30,468, and the deaths at 27,151, which gives a birth- 
rate for the district concerned of 242 per 1,000, and a death-rate 
of 215 per 1,000. The actual figures are unreliable but are 
sufficient to show the general trend of affairs, and there appears, 
unfortunately, to be little doubt that in the Buganda Province 
the death rate actually exceeds the birth rate, a state of affairs 
which gives cause for grave anxiety for the future of the most 
intelligent and energetic tribe of the Protectorate. Returns are 
not available for the Nilotic peoples, but there is reason to hope 
that the population east of the Nile and Lake Kioga is at any 
rate not diminishing. 


©. Pusrnic Hearra. 


68. Taking all circumstances into consideration the conditions 
affecting the public health may be considered to have made 
satisfactory progress during the year. There was an increase of 
over 27,000 in the total number of cases treated, but this is due 
to the extension of the activities of the Medical Department 
made possible by an increased staff and the growing confidence 
shown by the native in European methods of treatment. 


Heaurn or Huropeans. 


69. Officials —The health of European officials has been satis- 
factory. There were 385 cases treated as compared with 3895 cases 
in 1911. There were two deaths, one due to blackwater fever and 
one to enteritis, and four officials were invalided. The number of 
cases treated of malaria, blackwater fever, and diseases of the 
digestive system during the last three years is given below :— 








— | 1910. | 1911. | 1912. 
Malaria . on oe see ae 134 140 138 
Blackwater Fever ... oe wee 4 | 2 4 
Digestive Diseases ... at ae 62 86 68 





Since 1906 29 officers have been invalided, the principal causes 
being nervous and mental diseases (7 cases), general debility (6 
cases), and blackwater fever (4 cases). ‘The average number of 
officials resident during the year was 265 as compared with 242 
in 1911, 

70. European Population Generally—The cases treated of 
which records are available numbered 738, with 7 deaths, as com- 
pared with 662 cases, with 7 deaths, in 1911. The European 
population has considerably increased in the year under report, 
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but no reliable figures are obtainable. The following table shows 
the principal causes of illness among Europeans during the last 
four years :— 
Po | 
- | gg |g | g81 283) 2 
3 8 BO 3g BB eI 
Na 
> (es a8 : 
1909 See 170 | 10 | 15 | 14 | 34 vat — 
1910 295 225 | 9 3 | 11 35 130 _ 
1911 ot 203 4} 5 5 18 152 5 
1912 ore 235 | 9 | 10 | 1 30 128 2 
71. Asiatics and Natives in Government Employ.—There 
were 723 cases treated, with 2 deaths, as compared with 748 cases 
and 5 deaths in the preceding year. The principal causes of 





admission to hospital were: malaria 231 cases, fever of uncertain 
origin 136, digestive diseases 116, and respiratory diseases 51. 
Blackwater fever contributed 3 cases, of which 2 proved fatal. 
Four Asiatics were invalided. The total number of Asiatic and 
native officials resident was 264. The health of Asiatics in Govern- 
ment employ is not entirely satisfactory. 


72. Natives.—There was a large increase in the number of cases 
of respiratory diseases treated, of which part is attributed to actual 
increased prevalence possibly due to unusually heavy and persistent 
rains. Native returns show a satisfactory decrease in the number 
of deaths attributed to the more common communicable diseases, 
namely, dysentery from 1,087 to 759, plague from 1,961 to 
1,282, sleeping sickness from 1,486 to 932, smallpox from 1,044 
to 519, and measles from 537 to 289. These returns are only 
received from the more “advanced” parts of the Protectorate. 
The high rate of infant mortality among natives continues to 
give cause for anxiety. The native customs relating to par- 
turition and the care of infants are probably more harmful and 
more difficult to overcome than any others. 

73. Sleeping Sickness—The absence of a cure and the con- 
tinued presence of the carrier (Glossina palpalis) in the infected 
areas give continual cause for anxiety and unremitting precau- 
tion is necessary to keep the disease in check. The measures 
taken, however, have been so successful that this disease, once 
the scourge of the Protectorate, is no longer the principal cause 
of mortality among natives. The total number of deaths 
attributed to its agency during the year was 932, as compared 
with 1,487 last year and 1,546 in 1910. The deaths in the 
Buganda Province have fallen from 8,003 in 1905 to 82 in 1912. 

74. The measures for controlling the spread of this disease 
have been further extended during the year under report. 
Clearing of fly-infested jungle in fresh areas, mainly along the 
banks of the Victoria Nile and Lake Kioga, has been carried out 
and former clearings have been satisfactor)ly maintained. In 
three separate districts portions of the population residing in 
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infected areas have been removed to a sate distance. These 
moves, which affected some 14,UU0 people in all, were in each 
case carried out without friction in spite of the difficult nature 
of the country and the primitive type of people concerned in 
some instances. With the exception of a portion of the White 
Nile all the principal trade routes may now be said to be free 
from danger of infection to travellers. 

75. Plagwe.—According to native returns the number of 
deaths from this disease, which is endemic in this Protectorate, 
was 3,100, distributed as follows :— 








Buganda ee oe Be sft 546 
Busoga.... ee a ae ced 667 
Bukedi... oe es eee w. 1,659 
Lango wy ar na oo be 159 
Bunyoro ... oe ae ne oe 13 
Toro Nee if nae ee ioe 9 
Ankole... os bee 47 
Nile and Rudolf ‘Province es ... No returns. 
Total... .. 3,100 


The number of deaths in 1911 was put at 3,734. All forms of 
the disease occurred and the type was, on the whole, severe. 

(6. In the endemic area in the Hastern Province cases and 
contacts were segregated as soon as reported, infected tents 
burnt, and steps taken towards the destruction of rats, 13,458 
natives were inoculated with Iaffkine’s serum. The medical 
officer in charge of this branch of the work reports that the 
natives took kindly to, and even asked for, inoculation. The 
spread of the disease beyond the areas in which it is endemic 
was prevented by these means and the local outbreak kept in 
check. 

77. Enteric Fever—There were 9 cases with 1 death as com- 
pared with 40 cases and 10 deaths in 1911. Two of the cases 
were Europeans, the rest natives. 

78. Malaria.—6,363 cases were attended at the Government 
hospitals and dispensaries as compared with 5,286 in 1911. The 
highest admission rate was in the months of May, July, and 
November. Seasonal influence is marked in the prevalence of 
this disease and it is almost invariably found that the admission 
rate increases or decreases in proportion to the amount of rainfall. 

79. Anti-malarial gangs under control of the District Medical 
Officer are employed at the principal stations and engaged in the 
inspection of compounds, the removal of old tins and receptacles 
likely to contain larve, the filling up of small excavations, and 
clearing rank vegetation. The drainage of swamps near the 
larger stations is being gradually carried out as funds allow. 

80. Smallpox.—The reported deaths from this disease numbered 
519 as compared with 1,044 in 1911. There was an outbreak 
in the central jail at Kampala which lasted from December, 1911, 
to March, 1912. The outbreak was kept in check and did not 
extend beyond the jail. Vaccination was performed in the dis- 
tricts where sporadic cases occurred, with the result that there was 
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no alarming epidemic. ‘The total number of vaccinations per- 
formed was 4,621 cases, as compared with 3,003 cases in 1911. 

81. Leprosy—aA large number of cases of this disease came 
under the notice of medical officers during the year. The chief 
centre of infection appears to be the Eastern Province east of 
Lake Kioga, where over 600 cases were reported by the chiefs. 
Measures are under consideration for the creation of leper segre- 
gation settlements in the more settled districts. 

82. Malta Fever—tThis disease is believed to be endemic in 
the outlying districts of the south and south-west of the Protec- 
torate where a large number of deaths is attributed to it under 
the name of ‘‘ Muhingo,’’? which also, however, includes other 
diseases. 

83. General.—There has been a distinct improvement in the 
general sanitary condition of the principal stations during the 
year. Sanitary committees were established at the main centres 
and a medical sanitary officer appointed to supervise and direct 
the work of these local sanitary authorities, of which the local 
medical officers are of course members. ‘‘ Bush ” and vegetation 
are being gradually cleared and arrangements made for the safe 
disposal of sewage and refuse, and for the protection of water 
supplies from contamination. Much remains to be done and the 
stringency of funds is such that only the most urgently necessary 
improvements can be provided. The control of the spread of 
disease among a large and widely distributed native population, 
many of whom are of the most primitive type, is an exceedingly 
difficult and expensive matter and must depend to a large extent 
on the gradual education of the native in simple rules of hygiene 
and the breaking down of hard-set prejudices. Simple instruc- 
tion in hygiene is given at the mission schools and by means of 
lectures to the police and military forces, but the spread of 
knowledge can only be very gradual. 





X.—COMMUNICATIONS. 
GENERAL. 


84. The waterways of Lakes Victoria, Kioga, and Albert are 
the most important features to be considered in the problem of 
extending internal transport facilities. The main outlines of the 
scheme now in progress consist in the development and extension 
of these waterways, the construction of roads suitable for wheeled 
traffic from inland producing centres to ports on the rail and 
water systems, and the connecting of the three systems by rail and 
road. The Lake Kioga and Lake Victoria systems are now con- 
nected by the Busoga Railway, and the Lake Kioga system is 
being connected with that of Lake Albert by a motor road now 
under construction from Masindi Port, on the Victoria Nile, to 
Butiaba, on Lake Albert. This road will be completed in 1914. 
Feeder roads are now under construction from Mbale to Lake 
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Victoria (Mjanji), from Kumi (Teso District) to Lake Kioga, and 
from Kamuli (Busoga) to Mile 43 on the Busoga Railway. 
Finally, Kampala, the principal industrial centre for the western 
side of the Protectorate, is being counected with Lake Victoria 
by a short line of railway now under construction. The loan of 
£125,000 from Imperial funds, to which reference is made else- 
where, is being expended on the construction of this line and of 
the roads enumerated, on the opening up of the sudd-blocked 
channels of Lake Kioga and on the provision of better shipping 
and storage facilities at ports in the Eastern Province. 

85. A glance at the sketch map appended to this report will 
show that when the work now in progress is complete there 
will be a net-work of railways, steamer services, and roads extend- 
ing into the heart of the Protectorate and tapping a vast area of 
country. 


A. Busoca Ratiway. 


86. The year under report is the first complete financial year 
in the existence of the Busoga Railway, which was opened for 
traffic on the Ist January, 1912. The result was on the whole 
satisfactory. The cost of running was £6,897, and the receipts 
amounted to £8,149. The greater part of the down traffic con- 
sisted of anginned cotton, atch is hulk ew and expensive to handle, 
Ginneries are now being “erected on Lake Kioga, and the greater 
part of the cotton from that district will reach the vailway i ina 
more portable form. 

87. The extension of the line to Namasagali has been com- 
pleted, but until the station buildings and piers are ready this 
section will not be open for traffic. 

88. The line has been well maintained and has been free from 
serious accidents. 








B. Mariye Transport. 


89. There are three steamer services in the Protectorate work- 
ing on Lake Victoria, Lake Kioga, and the Victoria Nile, and 
Lake Albert and the White Nile as far as Nimule. The number 
of passengers carried by Protectorate vessels was 7,748, an 
increase of 1,538 over last year’s figures, and the amount of 
cargo 6,522 tons, an increase of 3,810 tons. The revenue from 
these sources amounted to £12, 571, and the current working 
expenses to £10,522, 

90. The needs of Lake Victoria are mainly served by the 
steamers of the Uganda Railway, which maintain a regular 
service between British East Africa, Uganda, and German “Rast 
African ports. A bi-weekly service between Kisumu, Jinja, Port 
Bell, and Entebbe was instituted in February, 1913. Previous 
to that date a weekly service had been maintained; but owing 
to the large increase in the traffic offering, it became necessary 
to extend ‘this service. 

91. The Lake Kioga system, which consists of three stern 
wheelers and a steam launch with a number of lighters and canoes, 
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taps the cotton-growing districts of the Eastern Province and 
feeds the Busoga Railway. The traffic handled included 3,208 
passengers and 4,476 tons of cargo. 

92. The service was increased by the addition of two new 
steamers and a number of lighters. A large increase of traffic 
is expected over this system with the rapid increase of cotton 
production around Lake Kioga. Fifteen ports are served by this 
portion of the fleet. 

98. Considerable difficulty is experienced in dealing with the 
““sudd’’? which blocks the approaches to many of the ports. 
Persistent care is required to keep open the channels which give 
access to the ports, and large gangs are continually employed 
on the work of clearing and dredging. Attempts are being made 
to extend the operations of this service to Lake Salisbury, which 
is connected by a sudd channel 120 miles in length with Lake 
Kioga, but it is too soon to say whether this will prove feasible. 

94. From the Ist April, 1918, the running of this service and 
the Lake Victoria steamer was handed over to the Uganda Rail- 
way, which also controls the working of the Busoga Railway. 

95. Lake Albert.—This service, which consists of one steamer 
and a steam launch, connects with the sailing of the Sudan 
Government steamers to Khartoum, and is intended, when other 
connections are completed, to serve the Kilo mines by a port at 
Kasenyi, on the south-west of Lake Albert. From Nimule, the 
lowest navigable point in Uganda waters, to Gondokoro, the 
highest port of call for the Sudan steamers, is over 100 miles, 
which it is necessary to cover by porter transport. 


C. Roan Transvorr. 


96. The Government motor service has been further extended 
during the year. There are now 14 motor vans running on four 
main routes. The vans are 16 and 32 h.p. Albion and Thorny- 
croft vans with a net load of 24 tons. The 32 h.p. vans have 
proved satisfactory. The weight of goods carried was 1,521 tons. 

97. Native drivers trained by the Transport Department have 
een employed for the first time during the year and have been 
found to be fairly efficient. It is proposed to employ these men 
o run vans in ‘‘ convoys ’’ with a European chauffeur in charge. 

98. The main object in view of the Government Transport 
Department is to do away with the system of human porterage 
on main routes. This has been practically achieved in the case 
of the Buganda Province, and the prespective improvement of 
he road system in the Eastern Province referred to above should 
result in further large economies in this direction. For many 
years to come, however, it will be necessary to employ human 
porterage in outlying parts and off the main routes. During 
the year under report, out of a total of 7,507 tons handled by 
he Transport Department, 1,427 tons were moved by human 
porterage This includes the baggage of officers on tour. 
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XI.—POST AND TELEGRAPHS. 


99. The revenue from the post and telegraph service during 
the year was £6,907, as compared with £6,120 for the previous 
year. The cost of working the services was approximately 
£7,093, an increase of £87. 

100. The number of postal packets dealt with exclusive of 
parcels was 899,233, as against 782,125 in the previous year, 
an increase of 15 per cent. The parcels passing through the 
post totalled 19,931, as compared with 19,447 in 1911-12. Of 
this number 8,090 were parcels from the United Kingdom. 

101. Money order business again showed a considerable in- 
crease, the value of orders issued being £51,652, an increase of 
£10,858. Of this amount £25,776 was for inland orders and 
£21,698 represents remittances to India. The latter figure shows 
an increase of £2,909 over last year’s figures. 

102. Mails Service.—The service was satisfactorily maintained. 
Steamship sailings from Mombasa remained practically unaltered. 
The sailings of steamers on Lake Victoria have been improved 
and now afford a regular mail service twice a week between 
Uganda and Kisumu. There has been some extension of the 
overland mail service, and motor vans are in some cases being 
utilised instead of mail runners. 

103. Telegraphs.—The telegraphic traffic shows an increase of 
16 per cent., 53,165 telegrams being dealt with as compared with 
45,951 in the previous year. Of this increase the largest pro- 
portion was in respect of telegrams between Uganda and the 
United Kingdom, which is attributed in part to the reduced 
rates conceded by the cable companies for deferred telegrams 
written in plain language. 

104. The telegraph system was extended to Masaka during 
the year, and the diversion of the main line to East Africa com- 
pleted. A further extension to Mbarara is under construction. 

105. General.—The post and telegraph services now comprise 
20 post offices and 21 telegraph offices, the majority of the latter 
being combined with the post office, of which ten are also money 
order offices. The telegraph and telephone lines now exceed 
1,000 miles in extent, and the staff consists of 25 Europeans, 21 
Asiaties, and 6 native telegraphists. 





XIJ.—ARMED FORCES. 


A. Mitrrary (4rH Barrartoy, Krne’s Arrican Rir.ss). 


106. The health of the battalion was satisfactory both at 
headquarters and outstations. The majority of troops are enlisted 
under the name of Sudanese, a heading which, however, covers a 
number of tribes and individuals of mixed descent. 

107. From the time of the Sudanese mutiny in 1897 until the 
year under report the battalion has included a double company 
of Indian troops seconded for a period of three years from the 
Indian army. It has now been considered possible to dispense 
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with these, and the last contingent sailed for India in February, 
1918. The company is being replaced by Baganda, of whom 
148 were enlisted during the year. These men are of good 
physique and are well reported on up to the present. 

The discipline of the battalion as a whole is good and there 
is very little crime amongst the men. 

108. Patrols —A half company which had been engaged in 
patrolling the Lango District was withdrawn during the year. 
The Rudolf Province was patrolled by a force consisting of a 
company and a half which undertook minor punitive operations 
against certain troublesome sections of the tribesmen. 


B. Poxice. 


109. The supply of recruits, which was drawn from nearly 
all the tribes of the Protectorate, was fairly satisfactory. The 
Baganda make, on the whole, the best policemen. They are more 
intelligent and have a better grasp of police duty than the less 
advanced tribes. Men of the various tribes live amicably together 
in the lines without inter-tribal friction. The physique of the 
force is distinctly good, the average height being 5 feet 7 inches 
to 5 feet 8 inches. 

110. The Commissioner of Police reports that good progress 
has been made in the training of the native ranks in military 
and police duties, and that, considering the material of which it 
is composed, the state of efficiency of the force is satisfactory. 
There has been a further improvement in the standard of 
musketry. The payment of an extra allowance to men who 
can read and write fluently was instituted during the year. The 
working of the Criminal Investigation Department is well re- 
ported on. The relations of the police with the general popula- 
jon are very satisfactory. 

111. Important police operations against the natives of Mount 
Guru Guru, in the Nile District, were carried out by a force 
consisting of 127 of the native ranks under the command of the 
ate Assistant Superintendent ‘l'anner. Guru Guru is a rocky 
mountain honeycombed with caves which had for some years 
past been the refuge of all the bad characters of the surrounding 
country, who boasted that their position was impregnable. A 
arge number of prisoners were taken. The dispersal of this 
horde of bad characters, who had openly defied the authorities 
for some years past, had a most excellent effect on the surrounding 
tribesmen. _ 








XIII.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


112. The total outlay on public works during the year was 
£42,842, of which £37,257 was chargeable to general revenue and 
£5,585 to loans. The ordinary expenditure for staff and the 
maintenance and improvement of public buildings and roads was 
£18,227 and the “ extraordinary”’ expenditure, i.e., outlay on 
new buildings and roads and minor works, £17,141. This is 
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exclusive of the loan expenditure referred to above. _ The total 
expenditure was £385 less than that of the previous year. 

113. Buildings. —No new buildings of special importance were 
undertaken, but a number of houses, offices, stores, &&., were 
erected in various parts of the Protectorate. 

114. Roads.—The expenditure on the maintenance of main 

“roads was £3,887. Work was begun towards the end of the year 
on a system of roads connecting the various centres in the Eastern 
Province. the cost of which is to be met from the loan of £125,000 
referred to in Section X. for improving internal communications. 
The principal roads to be constructed under this scheme are 
from Jinja to Mbale. the principal trade centre of the district 
round Mount Elgon, from Mbale to a port on Lake Victoria, and 
from Kuni, a large cotton-growing centre in the Teso District, to 
a port on Lake Kioga. The total cost of the road extension 
scheme is estimated at £58,380. 

In Buganda the reconstruction of the roads from Masaka to- 
Bukakata on Lake Victoria, from Kampala to Jinja, and in 
Bunyoro of the road from Masindi to Butiaba, on Lake Albert. 
was continued. Of these the most important is the Masindi- 
Butiaba road, which, when completed, will form the connecting 
link between the Busoga Railway Marine Service on Lake Kioga 
and the Marine Transport Service on Lake Albert, which sails 
to Nimule and the Congo ports of Mahagi and Kasenyi. The 
most difficult section of this road, viz., that over the Lake Albert 
escarpment to the Lake level has not yet been reached. 


115. Labour.—The great development of trade has led to a 
largely increased demand both for unskilled and skilled labour. 
more especially in the building trade. The supply of native 
masons and bricklayers is not equal to the demand, and wages 
have risen considerably. The sudden call for skilled labour in 
large numbers has had a somewhat deleterious effect on the 
standard of skill which can be demanded, but this will doubtless 
adjust itself to circumstances as time goes on. ; 


XIV.—NATIVE AFFAIRS. 


116. Relations with the Native Governments in the settled 
Provinces have been satisfactory. The native administration of 
the Buganda Province has now reached a very high level of 
efficiency. It is interesting to note as an indication of progress 
that many of the Baganda Chiefs now conduct all their cor 
spondence by means of typewriters, and inspect their districts 
on motor bicycles. The native administrations of the Bunyoro, 
Toro, Ankole, and Busoga Districts, which are similar in type to 
that of the Buganda Province, are less advanced than the latter, 
but are on the whole fairly efficient. The people of these dis- 
tricts are, speaking generally, inferior in physique and in- 
telligence to the Baganda and have not the marked capacity for 
administration which characterises the latter -people. 
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117. The Nilotic tribes of the Bukedi, eso, and Lango 
Districts, in the Eastern Province, have made very gratifying 
progress. Inter-tribal raids have entirely ceased and, save for 
an occasional village brawl, the life of these tribes is now com- 
pletely peaceful. Progress has perhaps been most marked in the 
‘Teso District. This district, which six years ago received occa- 
sional visits from administrative officers on tour, is now the. 
largest cotton-producing centre of the Protectorate, a result due 
partly to advantages of climate, soil, and position, and partly 
to the particularly amenable disposition of its inhabitants. The 
undoubted administrative gifts of the Baganda have been 
utilised in these districts by their employment as Government 
agents to educate and supervise the local chiefs, a system which is 
open to obvious objections, but which in its ultimate results has 
been incontrovertibly successful. ‘This method of administration 
is, however, only tolerable under the closest supervision by 
district officers. The local chiefs have now made sufficient 
progress to enable the greater number of these agents to be 
withdrawn. 

118. The administration of the Acholi tribe in the Northern 
Province was extended during the year to embrace the whole of 
this numerous people. A second administrative post was estab- 
lished at Kitgum, beyond the Assua River, to deal with a large 
and hitherto unadministered section of the tribe. The adminis- 
trative headquarters of the Nile districts were removed. from 
Nimule, in the unhealthy Nile valley, to Gulu, a much healthier 
site in a central position amongst the Acholi. These measures 
have been extremely successful and the advance of administra- 
tion has been well received by the chiefs and people. The fact 
that the disarmament of this tribe, which was found to be ad- 
visable, was carried out practically without opposition and 
without resort to military force speaks for itself. 

119. Reports of inter-tribal raids and of the presence of 
Swahili and Arab gun-runners in the Rudolf Province made 
intervention in that area essential, and a double company of the 
King’s African Rifles with a Political Officer were detailed to 
patrol the Province and preserve order. The patrol came into 
collision on several occasions with the tribes who inhabit the 
hill ranges interspersed through the Province, but no operations 
on a large scale were found necessary. Several “ gun-runners ” 
were arrested and punished, and considerable numbers of rifles 
in the possession of the tribe were confiscated. It may he hoped 
that this nefarious commerce has been checked, but the proximity 
of the Abyssinian border renders continual vigilance imperative. 
The active administration of this area, which consists to a large 
extent of arid and waterless country inhabited by groups of 
hillmen and certain pastoral tribes of nomadic habits, will be an 
expensive and difficult process, which can only be undertaken 
gradually. 

120. In the Western Province the administration of the area. 
in the region of Mount Mufimbiro, ceded to the British under the 
Anglo-Belgian-German Boundary Convention of 1910, has made 
satisfactory progress. This district to which the title of Kigezi 
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has been given is remote and difficult of access, and offers at 
present few possibilities of development. 

121. The demand for labour consequent upon the progress of 
the cotton industry, the increase in the number of plantations, 
and the various development works undertaken by the Govern- 
ment is rapidly expanding, and exceeds the available supply. 
Wages in the more central districts have consequently risen, and 
a further rise is not unlikely. The construction of roads and 
railways, while adding to the demand for the time being, will 
eventually, however, release for more productive pursuits large 
numbers who are at present engaged in porterage work, and the 
advance of administration in outlying parts will open fresh fields 
from which labour can be drawn. With the increasing demand 
from all directions it may be necessary to render the conditions 
of labour more attractive if an adequate supply is to be main- 
tained. 


XV.—GENERAL. 


122. In the present stage of the Protectorate each year may 
normally be expected to show a considerable advance in the 
expansion of trade and revenue-earning capacity. Progress 
during the year under view has been on the whole very gratify- 
ing. Exports and internal revenue largely increased, the area 
of land under cultivation was appreciably augmented, and in- 
ternal communications and means of transport were considerably 
extended. It is far too soon to begin to calculate the return to 
be expected on the capital invested in the country. The pos- 
sibilities of Uganda are obviously great and present develop- 
ments have only touched their fringe. Enough has been done, 
however, to show that there are wide opportunities for the in- 
vestment of capital, not indeed free from the risk in individual 
cases that is inseparable from investment in a tropical country in 
its experimental stage, but giving, taken as a w. shole, an assured 
promise of good returns in the future. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The folowing recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 





ANNUAL. 
Colony, &c. Year. 

East African Protectorate one nee aes vee 1911-1912 
St. Lucia... an ans oN a 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands... os <e oo i. Su 1911 
Cayman Islands (Jamaica) ” . os + 1911-1912 
Gibraltar... ae ae a . 1912 
St. Helena ... oe “ane “ 6 + 
Weihaiwei ... the nee i : 7 
Ceylon ah se wie sd ¢ * 1911-1912 
Sierra Leone oe es : 1912 
Seychelles ... one ee a te a * 
Somaliland . ae st ac ae + 1912-1913, 
Hong Kong... ‘ on os oo . < 1912 
Turks and Caicos Islands toe oes ep ove as 4) 
Falkland Islands... a 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast wre és 
Bahamas ase Sai a ie 
Gambia... eee a . 5 : 5 
Fiji... on . oon . a ‘Ss 
Basutoland .. on ” soe . vee 1912-1913 
Gold Coast . tee “ . vs 1912 


Ashanti ae 
Nyasaland ... 
Bechuanaland Protectorate 

British Solomon Islands ... 
Colonial Survey Committee 
Tongan Islands Protectorate 


SD 1912”1913 





” 


By eck g SS50914918 





Swaziland ... . ove 5 oe vee 1912-1913 
Imperial Institute .. a Ge ane <e 1912 
Barbados ... ae as 7 a, ee 1912-1913 
British Guiana ies eee see ase an 
Entomological Research Committee aoe ssi ae 
Southern Nigeria ... ~ ... see we sts 1912 
Jamaica ww eae ose eae ave eee 1912-1913 
British Honduras ... oo : ee 1912 
Northern Nigeria ... ae ase . . an ” 
Malta ace . 4 +» 1912-1913 
MISCELLANEOUS. : 
Colony, &c. Subject. 
St. Vincent a, an «- Roads and Land Settlement 
Fund. 
Weihaiwei ... e +» Census, 1911. 
Northern Nigeria .. ave oe +» Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 


Nyasaland .. Bhs ae 
Southern Nigeria .. eee 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria ... ead 
West Indies wee te 
Southern Nigeria ... ose 
Southern Nigeria ... 


1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gatta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient Monu- 
ments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1912. 


ov 
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COLONIAL REPORTS==ANNUAL. 


REPORT ON THE MAURITIUS BLUE BOOK FOR 
1912. 


I—FINANCIAL. 
General Revenue and Expenditure. 
Revenue. 


The revenue for the year 1911-1912 amounted to Rs. 10,435,648, 
being Rs. 94,768 above the estimate and Rs. 474,344 above the 
average for the five years immediately preceding. The revenue 
was less than the revenue from normal sources in the previous 
year by Rs. 454,341. The total encashments for 1910-11 amounted 
to Rs. 11,129,989, including Rs. 256,142 derived from Droits of 
the Crown and Escheats, and for reasons explained in the Report for 
1911 a deduction of Rs. 240,000 was. made from this item in 
comparing the vevenue of the years 1909-10 and 1910-11. 

The following is a comparative statement showing the actual 
revenue from normal sources colleeted during the financial years 
1910-11 and 1911-12 -— 




















Head of Revenue. 1910-11, 1911-12. | Increase. | Decrease. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1, Customs ... we a 4,059,116 3,841,092 on 218,024 
2. Harbour ... te 213,259 206,930 eee 6,329 
3. Licenses. Excise, &. tice 2,558,911 2,545,369 see 13,542 
4, Fees of Court, &e... ie 368,790 340,871 ie 27,919 
5. Post and Pelegraphs es 210,275 217,604 7,829 ve 
6. Railways ... sak ai 2,519,235 2,334,982 os 184,253 
7, Rent a By as 74,179 70,466 as 3,713 
8. Interest... By: i 844,120 828,363 sae 15,757 
9, Miscellaneous... ie 41,589 . 47,352 5,763 aa 
10,889,474 | 10,433,029 18,092 469,537 
10. Land Sales... A ws 515 2,619 2,104 as 
Total... ...| 10,889,989 | 10,435,648 15,196 469,537 
Net decrease of normal revenue iy oe ans 454,341, 














The revenue of 1910-11 exceeded that of any previous year and, 
with the exception of the year 1909-10 when the receipts from 
normal sources amounted to Rs. 10,559,348, the revenue of the 
year L911-]2 most nearly approached that of 1910-11. The heads 
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of revenue under which the receipts in 1911-12 show the greatest 
disparity as compared with 1910-11 are Customs and Railways, 
the collections being Rs. 218,024 and Rs. 184,253 less respectively 
in 1911-12 than in 1910-11. Import duties however in 1911-12 
yielded Rs. 85,556 more than the estimate, while Export duties 
yielded Rs. 100,000 less than the estimate owing to the shortage of 
the sugar crop. For the same reason the earnings of the Railway from 
Goods Traffic were less than was anticipated, while the receipts from 
Passenger Traffic exceeded the estimate. There were small increases 
as compared with 1910-11 under Post and Telegraphs of Rs. 7,800 
due to a reclassification of revenue from stamps, and under Miscel- 
laneous of Rs. 5,800. 

There was on the 80th. of June 1911 a surplus balance of 
Rs. 2,302,239. The revenue for the year 1911-12 exceeded the 
expenditure by Rs. 591,668 bringing up the surplus at the 30th. of 
June 1912 to Rs. 2,893,907. From this sum there had been ad- 
vanced on account of Railway re-equipment Rs. 2,678,557. The 
accounts for the first half of the current financial year show that 
the revenue amounted to Rs. 5,544,822 and the expenditure to 
Rs. 4,929,044, The expenditure was less than the revenue by 
Rs. 615,778 and at the 31st. of December 1912 the surplus balance 
had been increased to Rs. 3,509,685. From the Ist. of July to 
the 31st. of December 1912 advances amounting to Rs. 384,197 
were made for Railway re-equipment. The total amount so advanced 
up to the 3lst. of December 1912 was Rs. 3,062,754 and the 
actual surplus balance at that date was accordingly reduced to 
Rs, 446,981. 

Expentiture. 

The expenditure for the year 1911-12 amounted to Rs. 9,843,980, 
which is Rs. 181,348 below the original estimate, Rs. 265,736 above ° 
the expenditure for the previous year and Rs. 108,685 above the 
average of the preceding five years. ‘The amounts originally esti- 
mated to be expended during the year were exceeded to an appre- 
ciable extent under the following Heads: Pensions Rs. 40,400, Mi- 
litary Expenditure Rs. 52,700, Miscellaneous Rs. 150,000 and 
Forests and Gardens Rs. 36,300 ; the expenditure in the first two 
cases is regulated by special laws, while the excess under Head Mis- 
cellaneous includes a sum of Rs. 148,000 paid by way of compensa- 
tion in connection with the disturbances in Port Louis in January 
1911. It was necessary to appropriate an additional sum of 
Rs. 48,000 under Head Forests and Gardens to meet expenditure 
on measures for the destruction of an insect pest which seriously 
threatened the sugar industry in one locality. The following are the 
principal Heads under which the actual expenditure was less than 
the original estimate for the year :—Public Works Recurrent and 
Extraordinary (Rs. 79,000) due to works for which provision had 
been made not being carried out, Medical and Health (Rs. 78,000), 
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Education (Rs. 40,600), Law and Justice (Rs. 37,000) and Police 
(Rs. 33,000). 
The following is a comparative statement of the Expenditure for 
the years 1910- “11 and 1911-12 :— 












































Head of Service. 1910-11. 1911-12. | Increase. | Decrease. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Bs. 
1. Charge on account of Fuge 
Debt tee 1,236,695 1,244,986 8,291 oe 
2. Pensions ... 628,542 671,534 42,992 
8. Governor and Legislature 93,498 79,048 a 
4, Colonial Secretariat oa 57,806 88,964 81,158 
5. Treasury iby 152,524 185,189 32,615 
6. Customs . ... 117,050 118,589 1,539 eae 
7. Audit i 54,914 53,537 1,377 
8. Port and Marine ... 131,739 126,914 4,825 
9. Observatory 19,929 15,684 4,245 
10. Public Library: and Museum 8,263 8,136 ? 127 
11. Registrar General .. 45,636 32,657 . 12,979 
12. Registration and Mortgage! 41,642 42,529 887 ‘i 
18. Archives a 7,495 5,862 ® 1,633 
14. Law and Justice ... 2 433,698 399,536 7 34,162 
15. Ecclesiastical te ai 152,696 152,718 22 ak 
16. Police 2 546,240 522,865 Ps 28,375 
17. Prisons and Reformatory... 161,989 165,757 3,768 
18. Medical and Health 678,151 710,371 32,220 2. 
19. Quarantine... ee 9,132 8,167 . 965, 
20. Plague 123,796 110,553 BY 18,243 
21. Education ... 606,877 604,277 Kae 2,600 
22. Poor 224,395 230,511 6,116 ao 
23. Storekeeper General 28,676 see 28,676 
24, Immigration 95,876 oe, 11,280 
25. Dependencies 53,866 1,894 Me 
26. Military Expenditure 473,897 518,256 89,359 
27. Miscellaneous 681,872 784,449 52,577 $s 
28. Post Office .. 164,733 159,291 eee 5,442 
29. Railways 1,569,664: 1,677,237 107,573 ae 
30. Forests and Gardens Mi 165,316 217,996 52,680 5 
31. Public Works Department 111,918 111,624 “id 294 
32. Public Works Recurrent.. 496,270 547,477 51,207 oo 
33. PublicWorks Extraordinary 193,526 154,046 ye 39,480 
34, Loan Commission .. 9,923 9,914 
Total ...J 9,578,244 9,843,980 464,898 199,162 
Net Increase 3 265,736 a 
The principal Heads under which the expenditure in 1911-12 
was greater than in the previous year were: Railways Rs. 107,500, 
Forests and Gardens Rs. 52,600, Miscellaneous Rs. 52,500, Public 
Works Recurrent Rs. 51,200, Pensions Rs. 43,000, Military Evx- 


penditure Rs, 39,300, Treaswey Rs. 32,600, Medical and Health 
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Rs. 32,200 and Colonial Secretariat Rs. 31,100, while the expendi- 
ture in 1911-12 was less than in the previous year under: Public 
Works Extraordinary Rs. 39,500, Law and Justice Rs. 34,000 and 
Police Rs. 23,3800. 


Assets and Liabilities. 
The assets of the Colony on the 30th. of June 1912 were 
Rs. 2,386,773 and the liabilities Rs. 2,171,428, the assets thus ex- 
ceeding the liabilities by Rs. 215,350. 


The assets included -— Rs. 
Cash in the hands of the Receiver General and 
sub-accountants ase tee se we 438,414 
Investments at cost... 671,671 


Temporary investments at Bank rate ‘£ 33, 000 

at ls. 4d. See as s. 495,000 
‘Miscellaneous advances 364,170 
Advanees on account of loan anthorized for me- 

chanical transport (Ordinance No. 84 of 1902) 342,518 
Drafts and Remittances aes a 15, 000 


The chief liabilities were :-— 


General Deposits aes Kes vee 2,070,841 





Government of India ie eae eee ee 77,287 
Drafts and Remittances tr ae a 17,934 
Loan Funds, unexpended Pee an wae 5,861 


There was brought to account during the year expenditure 
amounting to Rs, 1, 086, 962 on Railway re- -equipment. 


Public Debt. 


The total indebtedness of the Colony on the 30th. df June 1913 
was £ 1,290,690 and the Sinking Funds amounted to £ 324,558, 
leaving a net debt of £ 966,182 as against £ 990,024 on 30th. Tune 
1911, as compared with a debt of £1,147,409 and a revenue 
of £ 471,172 in 1894, 

Under Ordinances No. 10 of 1876, No. 10 of 1879 and No. 2 
of 1887 outstanding debentures are redeemed by annual arene 
Provision is made for the repayment of other loans by means of 2 
sinking fund. 

The raising of a loan of £ 70,000 for the purpose of making 
advances to Planters to assist them in substituting mechanical for 
animal transport on their estates was authorized by Ordinance No. 3-L 
of 1902. The loan was not raised but advances were made partly from 
tensporary advances obtained from the Crown Agents which have 
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now been settled in full, and partly from Treasury balances. The 
actual amount lent was £ 185,185 of which there remained duc in 
capital sum on the 80th. June 1912 £ 22,834 as compared with 
£ 43,323 on the 30th. of June 1911. The last payments on account 
of sums lent are due to be made in September 1913. 

The Railway (Improvement) Loan Ordinance 1910 authorizes 
the raising of a loan of £ 270,000 for the improvement and re-equip- 
ment of the Railways. The loan has not yet been raised, the expen- 
diture incurred to the 31st. December 1912 amounting to £ 204,183 
having been met by payment from surplus cash balances. 


Currency and Banking. 
The Currency of the Colony consists of :— 


(1) The following Mauritius bronze and silver coins which 
are legal tender up to Rs. 5: 


(a) Bronze: 1 cent, 2 cents, 5 cents. 


(b) Silver : 10 cents, 20 cents. 


(2) The silver rupee of India with its silver subdivisions. 
(3) Mauritius Government notes of Rs. 50, Rs. 10 and Rs. 5. 


On the 30th. June 1912, the value of Currency notes in circu- 
lation was Rs. 5,080,250. The specie held amounted to Rs. 2,760,000 
and the Investment and Depreciation Funds to Rs. 2,820,250 and 
Rs. 328,900 respectively. 

The Banks which do business in the Colony are the Bank of 
Mauritius Limited and the Mauritius Commercial Bank. 


Munictpaurty or Porr Lours. 


The following is a comparative statement of the revenue and 


expenditure of the Municipality of Po:t Louis for the five years 
1908 to 1912 :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
Rs. Rs. 
1908 i as we 476,15 500,776 
1909 so ae we $84,841 476,448 
W910. ee 528,494 504,058 
1911 oe aie we 910,285 498,614 


1912 ae nas we 915,504 509, 94k 
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The indebtedness of the Municipality up to the end of the year 
and the provision for payment are shown below :— 


Repayments to 


Loan. Amount. be made in 1918. 
Conversion Loan... ens ... £ 109,000 £ 2,300 
Electric Lighting Loan a a 7,667 333 
Municipality Loan, 1908... wet 3,428 142 
Municipality Loan, 1909... a 4,464 178 

£ 124,559 £ 2,958 








Government Hurricane Loan, 1892... Rs. 42,745 Rs. 7,892 
Manure Factory and Night Soil Ser- 
vice Loan ice ia 8,000 2,000 


Municipality Loan, 1903... .. 12,000 2,000 
Rs. 62,745 Rs, 11,892 














Locat Boarps. 


There are Boards of Commissioners for the towns of Curepipe, 
Beau Bassin and Rose Hill and Quatre Bornes which are entrusted 
with the general improvement and conservancy of these towns. 

The Board of Curepipe receives the amount of taxes on vehicles 
and animals collected in the town and of licenses paid by traders 
and others. The Board may also levy a tax not exceeding one per 
cent. on house property. The two other Boards receive the amount 
of the taxes paid on vehicles and animals in the towns and may also 
levy a similar tax on house property. 

The following tables show the revenue and expenditure of the 
Boards for the past five years :— 


Curzpirs. 








1907-8, | 1908-9. 2.0.10. 1910-11,| 1911-12. 








: Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs, Rs, 
Revenue .:. es ..| 79,831 | 73,759 | 90,966 | 68,510 | 73,136 
Expenditure a «| 75,659 | 72,516 | 85,360 | 72,008 | 76,420 





—— 
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Beau Bassty anp Rose Hitt. 





1907-8. | 1908-9. | 1909-10.} 1910-11.) 1911-12. 





| Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Revenue ... te «| 87,044 | 38,541 | 35,804 | 36,996 | 34,811 
Expenditure oes +] 87,695 | 33,476 | 34,639 | 36,651 | 36,507 





Quatre Bornes. 





1907-8. | 1908-9. | 1909-10./1910-11. | 1911-12. 

















Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Revenue ... Abe | 18,815 | 18,842 | 12,513 | 12,748 | 13,374 
Expenditure ery) od 18,865 | 13,508 | 12,615 | 11,096 | 11,720 


i 





Below will be found a statement of the debts of the Boards :— 





Curepipe Net amount of Debt Rs. 47,500 
Beau Bassin and Rose Hil a Rs. 4,100 
Quatre Bornes By nil 


There is a District Board for each of the eight rural districts of 
the Island. To them is entrusted under Ordinance No. 9 of 1900 
the maintenance of the branch roads. 

They receive as revenue a contribution from Government equi- 
valent to 10 °/, of the direct taxes collected in each district during 
the year and an addition of 10 °/, to the direct taxes to be levied in 
each year in each district, exclusive of Port Louis and the Town- 
ships. The additional 10 °/, to be levied on the direct taxes may be 
increased to 25 °/, subject to the approval of the Governor in Exe- 
cutive Council. The Government contribution amounted in 1911-12 
to Rs. 10,904. 

The powers of the District Boards were extended by Ordinan- 
ce No. 35 of 1902 to inelude the construction, maintenance and 
management of water works. For this purpose they receive an an- 
nual contribution from Government, which in 1911-12 amounted to 
Rs. 76,000, and also the proceeds of water rates and of charges paid 
for water supplies. i 


IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 


Imports and Exports. 


The Customs returns for the year 1912 show the aggregate value 
of Imports and Exports, exclusive of specie, to be Rs. 68,895,709, 
the value of Imports being Rs. 32,002,440 as compared with 
Rs. 37,440,332 mm 1911. Import duties show a decrease of 
Rs, 138,509 as compared with 1911, 


Mavnrittus, 1912, 


Most of the material imported from the United Kingdom for the 
re-equipment of the Railways valued at about Rs. 227,000 (as re- 
turned by the Railway Department) or Rs. 1,800,000 less than in 
191lhas been classified under the head “Hardware and Cutlery ”, 
which shows a decrease of Rs. 1,900,000 which is very nearly equal 
to the decrease in the imports from the United Kingdom under that 


head. 


The aggregate value of Imports and Exports, excluding specie, 
for the years 1908 to 1912 wasas follows :— 





Year. 


1908 
1909 
1916 
1911 
1912 











Imports. Exports. | Total. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
26,199,606 33,691,381 59,890,987 
27,013,970 34,424,923, 61,438,893 
35,014,664 36,528,536 71,543,200 
87,440,332* 40,414,328 . 77,854,660* 
32,002,440* 36,893,269 68,895,709* 








The value of Imports from, and Exports to the United Kingdom, 
British Possessions and Foreign Countries during the same years is 
shown below, (specie is not included) :— 




















Imports from Exports to 

(Unit Rs. 1,000.) (Unit Rs. 1,000). 
Yeo | United | British | &£ | Unitea | Brin’ | S8 
a=] 2S 
Kingdom. | Possessions, é Z Kingdom. | Possessions. | &% EB 
o o 
1908 6,627 13,232 | 6,389 3,887 29,212 590 
1909 7,437 12,288 | 7,287 4,315 29,667 44] 
1910 11,282 16,225 | 7,506 8,267 27,863 397 
T911 11,995* 18,180 | 7,313! 18,897 22,170 |4,846 
1912 11,504* 14,117 | 6,882 4,467 32,038 389 











The following tables show the percentage of Imports from, and 
Exports to the United Kingdom, British Possessions and Foreign 
Countries during each of the last five years :— 











Imports. 
From 190s | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 
United Kingdom 25.3 27.5 32.2 | 82.1* | 36.0* 
British Possessions we] 50.5 45.5 46.4) 48.4 | 44.1 
Foreign Countries ... ave| 24.2 | 27.0} 214] 19.5 | 19.9 








* Including Railway re-equipment materials, 
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Euports. 
eet 
To 1908 | 1909 | 1910 1911 | 1912 
United Kingdom .., wf 115 | 12.5] 22.6 83.1 | 12.2 
British Possessions wn} 86.7 86.2; 76.3) 549] 86.8 
Foreign Countries .., “| 18 13| dl | 12.0 1.0 
: 








An examination of the returns of imports and exports shows 
that—the United Kingdom and British Possessions supply most of 
the Colony’s needs and purchase nearly all its produce ; the supplies 
from Foreign Countries are mainly in the groups (1) Food, Drink 
and Tobacco and (2) Manufactured Articles. 

The trade of the Colony is principally with the United Kingdom 
and India and in normal years the trade with India represents nearly 
one-half of the aggregate import and export trade. 

In 1912 the value of the imports in the group Food, Drink and 
Tobacco was less by 44 millions of rupees than in the previous 
year. There was also a decrease of 24 millions of rupees in the . 
group Manufactured Articles, while the imports of Raw Materials 
show an increase of 14 millions of rupees. 

Six commercial travellers deposited samples at the Customs. 
One represented an English firm and the others French firms. 
They travelled in woollens, haberdashery, ironmongery and biscuits. 

The chief articles contributing to the customs revenue in 1912 
were : 


Rs. 
Tobacco and Cigars... pe ie .. 887,000 
Grain (including rice, dholl, etc.) ad ... 589,000 
Cotton Manufactures ... ae de> «162,000 
Oil (manufactured)... oes ie + 147,000 
Wines ... oe er we ess «180,000 
Spirits ... it os he aa ... 127,000 
Matches ss as oe i .. 101,000 


The export duty on sugar yielded Rs. 618,201. 


Imports. 
The value of the imports in 1912 was less by approximately 54 
millions of rupees than in the previous year and by 3 millions of 


rupees than in 1910. 
The largest increases as compared with 1911 occur under the 


following heads : 





Cement... ee nee age .. Rs. 893,000 
Cotton manufactu Be ee no 418,000 
Manures and Fertilizers... eau se 383,000 


Soap ae in ee ae ne 150,000 
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The largest decreases occur under the following heads: 


Corn grain... ang ou ah .. Rs. 3,247,000 
Hardware and Cutlery... a, tt 1,912,000 
Machinery (Local Industries)... a 767,000 
Provisions (all sorts) baie ne oe 530,000 
Animals... ee i ats sea 460,000 
Woodenware ee vis : fe 303,000 


The meat supply of the Island is obtained from Madagascar 
from which country it is shown that there were imported in 1912 
7,397 oxen of a total value of Rs. 465,839 giving an average of 
approximately Rs. 63 as compared with 7,875 oxen of a total value 
of Rs. 847,692 and an average of Rs. 107.6 in 1911, and 8,167 
oxen of a total value of Rs. 799,975 and an average of Rs. 97.9 
in 1910. The values given for 1910 and 1911 appear excessive 
as the average selling price of the oxen in the local market 
varies from Rs. 70 to Rs. 80 per head. The imports of rice, which 
is the chief article of food of the majority of the population, was 
approximately 50,000 tons (metric) as compared with 69,000 tons in 
the previous year, the value of the importations being Rs. 6,605,000 
in 1912, and Rs. 9,200,000 in 1911. India supplied practically all 
the rice imported ; the importations from Madagascar amounted to 
only 25 tons and 90 tons were imported from China. The imports 
of dholl from India fell from 7,207 tons value Rs. $14,000 to 4,577 
tons value Rs. 508,000. 

The importations of coal increased from 44,774 tons to 
56,984, the United Kingdom continuing to be the principal sonree 
of supply. 

There was a decrease of Rs. 767,000 in the value of imports of 
machinery for local industries and of Rs. 92,000 in machinery for 
mechanical transport. The following tables give the value and 
country of origin of importations under the heads Machinery and 
Mechanical Transport for the years 1908 to 1912. 


Machinery. 





Country. 1908 | 1909 | 1910 1911 | 1912 | Total. 








Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Its. 
United Kingdom.|252,354|329,155)1,028,122/1,125,953/667,535/3,403,119 
France ...| 6,948! 18,616) 29,716) 428,267,121,746| 605,288 
Belgium we} 1,728 867 3,414 786} 2,101 8,896 
Germany w| 3,489) 0. es ies 646) 4,085 
Other countries...| ... 810 463 4,281}... 5,554 





Total — .../264,464]349,448/1,061,715|1,559,287|792,028/4,026,942 
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Mechanical Transport. 








Country. 1908 | 1909 | 1910 1911 | 1912 | Total. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Germany . ...| 50,681|210,402] 398,845] 150,587) 89,965) 900,480 
Belgium ...{ 1,233! 62,696] 140,277; 72,232) 53,043) 329,481 


United Kingdom 13,920| 59,726] 106,909) 29,338) 17,472) 227,365 





France ... «| 1,707] 15,219 927 ar 17,853 
United States ...! 8,887) ... 5 wa 3 8,887 
Total ..| 76,428]348,043) 646,958] 252,157/160,480) 1,484,066 




















The value of machinery for local industries imported in 1912 
was Ks. 792,000 and the imports during the last five years amount 
to Bs.4,000,000. Practically all the machinery comes from the United 
Kingdom, the rolling stock for the light tramways being of foreign 
manufacture. 

The use of motor cars-and motor eycles has developed rapidly in 
the last 4 years. In 1907 13 cars and 2 cycles were imported and in 
1908 6 cars and 8 cycles, while during the last 4 years 219 cars 
valued at Rs. 1,058,000 and 53 cycles valued at Rs. 33,000 have 
been imported. The number of motor cars imported in 1912 was 
77 valued at Rs. 361,239 and of cycles 16 valued at Rs. 9,688. 

The following table shows the countries which export goods to 
Mauritius and the value of the goods exported, exclusive of specie, 
in the years 1911 and 1912 :— 





Country Exports to Mauritius. 

_ 1911 1912 
British India... ... Rs. 15,711,000 ... Rs. 12,186,000 
United Kingdom ary *11,995,000 ... *11,504,000 
France ... wi “ae 3,317,000... 2,906,000 
Madagascar... be 997,000 ... 617,000 
Australia a in 618,000... 396,000 
United States ... as 630,000... 847,000 
Germany a wel 451,000... 354,000 
Transvaal ae ens 612,000 ... 311,000 
Cape Colony ... ate 498,000 ... 564,000 
Natal no 1 190,000 ... 181,000 
Belgium a ve 387,000... 544,000 
Réunion oft ae 340,000 ... 356,000 
Straits Settlements... 213,000 ... 371,000 
China ... ae he 202,000 ... 154,000 
Seychelles Py a 144,000 ... 8,000 





*Including Railway re-equipment materials, 
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The United Kingdom, British India or British Possessions are 
the largest suppliers of wearing apparel, bacon, gunny bags, beer in 
casks and bottles, books, bran, chemicals for manures, cement, coal, 
confectionery, dholl, gram, oats, rice, flour, cotton, salt fish, ghee, 
hardware and cutlery, iron nails, wrought iron, boots and shoes, 
machinery for local industries, manure (bone), provisions (preserved), 
salt, soap, whisky, stationery, tea, tin, umbrellas (cotton), shooks, 
sleepers, timber, woollen goods. 

Foreign countries are the largest suppliers of apothecaries’ 
wares, oxen, butter, clocks and watches, enamelled ware, glassware, 
haberdashery, jewellery, light tramway wagons, locomotives and 
materials, matches, motor cars, petroleum, cigarette paper, per- 
fumery, potatoes, brandy, gin, wine, sulphur, tobacco and cigars, 
toys, umbrellas (silk). 


Exports. 


The total value of the Exports, excluding specie but including 
charges, was in 1911 Rs. 40,414,328 and in 1912 Rs. 36,893,269. 

The following table shows the value and the destination of the 
products of the Colony, other than sugar, which were exported in 
191] and 1912: 














Exported to 
Product. Year. 
United British Foreign Total. 
Kingdom. | Possessions. | Countries. 
Rs, Bs, Rs. Rs, 
Molasses wef 1911 es 292,964 % 292,971 
1912 30 176,348 tee 176,378 
Rum ve{ I9LL 24,137 18,377 2,167 39,671 
1912 4,591 13,911 we 18,502 
Aloe Fibre ...]. 1911 556,634 3,561 45,357 605,552 
1912 640,663 584 40,781 681,978 




















COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 13 


The following table shows the principal countries to which 
sugar was exported during the calendar years 1911 and 1912: 


1911. 1912. 

Country. Tons.* Tons.* 
British India ae sae «- 106,157... 148,361 
United Kingdom ... ite can 17,672 ... 20,869 
Cape Colony a oes «. 17,047... 10,560 
Australia... eae aye ies 1,500... 26,273 
Hong-Kong sas ‘ee 882... 2,017 
Portuguese East Afri ICA... Ris D279y ee 429 
Natal... a ne as 665... 575 
Seychelles .. oe ee Bek 268... 479 
Aden Ae Eo 50 332... 657 
British East Africa re 28; 265... 316 
Zanzibar ... es aoe as 123... 275 
France fe ee aes we 19,544, 177 
Spain = soe res se 65580. a6 Aen 
St. Vincent a an as BGS ese a oth 


It will be observed that British India continues to be the 
largest purchaser of Mauritius sugar. The exports to Europe fell 
from 103,000 tons in 1911 to 21,000 tons in 1912. The exports to 
Australia, which were formerly ‘about one-third of the total crop, 
rose from 1,500 tons in 1911 to 26,000 tons in 1912, 


Agriculture, 
SUGAR, 


The crop year for sugar begins on the Ist. of August and ends 
on the 31st. of July of the following year. For the purposes of 
comparison it is convenient to maintain this distinction. 

The conditions under which the crop for the year ending on 
the 81st. of July 1913 was grown and harvested were by no means 
favourable. Although temperatures were generally high, drought 
in the period from October 1911 to January 1912 was severely felt 
and was followed by excessive rains i1 February 1912 which were 

aspecially harmful in the South Has‘ern Districts of the Island. 





#Metric ton =1,000 kilogrammes, 
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The generally favourable conditions of April and May were ina 
measure compensated by dry and cold weather in June. 

The crop of 1911 produced 165,806 tons of sugar: the crop of 
1912 exclusive of local consumption was 206,677 tons which is 
arrived at in the following manner : 





Tons * 
Exports Ist. August 1912 to 31st. July 1913... 208,772 
In store on 31st. July 1918— 598 bags ... 48 
33 3 1912— 27,3872 4... 2,143 


Subtract excess of balance in store in July 1912 
over that in July 1913 . be 2,095 


Total Produce for Export 1912= 206,677 


The average selling price as determined by the Chamber of 
Agriculture was approximately Rs. 7 per 50 kilos giving to the 
crop a monetary value of 28.9 millions of rupees and, on the 
assumption that the cost of producing 50 kilos of sugar is about 
Rs. 5.50, leaving a profit of over six millions of rupees. The average 
selling price in 1911 was approximately Rs. 9.68 per 50 kilos the 
highest price, with the exception of Rs. 9.70 in 1905, recorded in 
the last 16 years. The average selling price in 1910 was Rs. 7.09 
per 50 kilos and in 1909 Rs. 8.50. 

The weight and monetary value of the crop for the last five 
years is shown below :— 


Total Produce Monetary value 
Tons * unit Rs. 1,000,000. 
1908- 9 191,491 ‘aie eet x 28.7 
1909-10 246,560 ae aa Ae 41.9 
1910-11 214,372 ae ace oe 30.4 
1911-12 165,806 nits ae rs 32.0 
1912-138 206,677 nee me oa 28.9 


The agricultural returns prepared in the Statistical Office of the 
Chamber of Agriculture show that on the 31st. of December 1912 
out of a total area of 439,451 arpentst in the Island 147,897 arpents 
were under cultivation in sugar cane. This area shows an exten- 
sion of 8,417 arpents as compared with the previous year and of ap- 
proximately 20,000 arpents as compared with 1909. There is noti- 
ceable in the year under review continued progress in factory im- 
provements and in the adoption of labour saving appliances. 








%* Metric ton=1,000 kilogrammes, 
+ 1 arpent =1,048 acre, 
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Shipping. 
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These tables show that 187 vessels with a tonnage of 885,258 
reported during the year against 217 with a tonnage of 438,081 in 
the previous year, giving a total decrease of 30 vessels and a reduc- 
tion of 52,823 in tonnage :—184 vessels with a tonnage of 387,834 
cleared as against 215 with a tonnage of 439,610 in the previous 
year, showing a decrease of 31 vessels and a reduction of 51,776 in 
tonnage. 

The decrease in the number reported is divided between those 
reporting with cargo and those reporting in ballast as follows : 





Reported with cargo ia ... 21 tonnage 32,918 
53 » — ballast ay eae Oe 6? 195905 
30 52,828 


The clearances show a decrease of 31 vessels and of 51,776 in 
tonnage. Divided between vessels cleared with cargo and vessels 
cleared in ballast, the figures are as follows : 


Cleared with cargo... ae 24 tonnage 44,773 
3 » ballast ... See 7 . 7,003 
31 51,776 


Distinguishing steam vessels from sailing vessels there has been 
a decrease of 27 in the number reporting and of 48,936 in tonnage 
as compared with the previous year and a decrease of 27 in the num- 
ber cleared and of 47,467 in tonnage. The number of steamers re- 
porting with cargo is 17 less than in the previous year with a re- 
duction of 29,009 in tonnage, and the number of steamers reporting 
with ballast is 10 less than in the previous year with a decrease of 
19,927 in tonnage. Twenty-five fewer steamers cleared with cargo 
than in the previous year with a corresponding decrease of 43,094 
in tonnage ; the number of steamers clearing in ballast was less by 2 
with a corresponding decrease of 4,373 in tonnage. 

‘The number of sailing vessels reporting with cargo was less 
by 4 with a corresponding decrease of 3,909 in tonnage, the number 
of those reporting in ballast was greater by 1 with a corresponding 
increase of 22 in tonnage. There was an increase of 1 in the num- 
ber of sailing vessels cleared with cargo but a decrease of 1,679 in 
tonnage ; the number of sailing vessels cleared with ballast was less 
by 5 with a corresponding decrease of 2,630 in tonnage. 


TII.— LEGISLATION. 


Among the more important legislative measures of the year 
are the following :— 

The Audit (Transfer of Powers) Amendment Ordinance, (No. 8) 
and The Aulit (Transfer of Powers) Hutension Ordinaneée (No. 225 
give effect to changes in laws, under which certain offices 
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were held and duties performed ez-officio by the Auditor Ge« 
neral, necessitated by the accounts of Mauritius being placed 
under the control of the Director of Colonial Audit and by a Local 
Auditor being appointed in place of the Auditor General. 

The Labour Law (Medical Officer’s Duties) Amendment Ordin- 
ance (No. 4) transfers the various duties and powers attached to 
the office of Medical Officer of the Immigration Department created 
under article 25 of Ordinance No. 12 of 1878 or vested in that 
Officer, to the Director of the Health Department or such officer as 
the latter may with the Governor’s approval appoint. 

The Copyright (Repeal) Ordinance (No. 6) repeals the local 
Ordinance No. 24 of 1851 on the subject of Copyright in con- 
sequence of the coming into operation in the Colony under Pro- 
clamation No. 83 of 1912 of the Copyright Act, 1911, (1 and 2 
Geo. 5 Ch. 46). 

Lhe Customs Tariff (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 11) reduces 
the import duty on ghee, while readjusting the duty on similar 
articles of diet (butter, margarine and oils). 

The Registration of Voters (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 13) 
amends the law as to registration of voters (Ordinances No. 5 of 
1887 and No. 22 of 1895) by providing that all claims by persons 
desirous of being registered as electors shall be made only in the 
district in respect of which the vote is to be exercised. 

The Widows and Orphans’ Pension Fund (Actuaries) Ordinance 
(No. 14) settles difficulties which have from time to time arisen 
in respect of the quinquennial appointment of actuaries under article 
36 of Ordinance No. 2 of 1886. 

The Prosecution of Certain Offences (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 
15) empowers the Supreme Court without a jury to try seditious 
libels, and outrages committed against Public Officers (particularly 
those entrusted with the administration of Justice). 

Lhe Magistrates and Bench Jurisdiction (Betension) Ordinance 
(Wo. 16) removes doubts as to the powers of Magistrates to act 
in any district of the Colony as “ Riot Magistrates” under article 
127 of Ordinance No. 23 of 1888 and Ordinance No. 11 of 1890; 
it also includes within the jurisdiction of Bench of Magistrates 
offences under article 352 of the Penal Code (riotous damage or 
destruction of property committed by a body or band and with 
open force.) 

The Cinematograph Ordinance (No. 17) provides for the cen- 
sorship and control of ciuematograph exhibitions generally, on the 
lines of the Grenada Cinematograph Ordinance No. 9 of 191] and 
the Hong-Kong Ordinance No. 17 of 1910. 

The Money Lending Transactions ( Relief) Ordinance (No. 18). 
This Ordinance is reproduced from the Trinidad and Tobago Ordi- 
nance No. 3 of 1912 which is itself borrowed from sections ] and 4 of 
the Money Lenders Act 1900 (63 and 64 Vict. Ch. 51). It allows 
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of the re-opening of money lending transactions in the discretion of 
the Court where there is evidence which satisfies the Court that the 
interest or the amounts charged for expenses, &c. are excessive, and 
that the transaction is harsh and unconscionable, or is otherwise 
such that a Court of equity would give relief. The powers to re- 
lieve a borrower under article 1 are advisedly hedged round, as in 
the English Act, with conditions carefully designed to prevent any 
abuse. The duration of the Ordinance was limited to one year. 

The Pharmacy Ordinance (No. 19) consolidates the Pharmacy 
laws of the Colony. The main improvements are the following :— 

In Part [it is made compulsory for a Pharmacist’s shop to be in 
charge of a competent and responsible person. 

In Part IT better provision is made for a Board of Examiners 
and the conduct of examinations and the curriculum of studies. 

Part II deals with the attendance of the Pharmacist at his 
shop, the mixture of drugs, the dispensing of prescriptions, the sale 
of poisons and the control and inspection of pharmacists’ shops. 

Part IV deals with the substances to be deemed poisons under 
the Ordinance and with regulations concerning the same. 

The Cremation (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 24) facilitates the 
procedure relating to applications for cremation, while maintaining 
all essential safeguards. 

The Wireless Telegraphy (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 25) 
completes the Wireless Telegraphy Ordinance No. 33 of 1903 by 
providing for the framing and issue of Regulations concerning the 
use of wireless telegraphy on board Merchant ships, whether British 
or foreign, while in the territorial waters of the Colony. 

The Curatelle (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 27) fixes a com- 
mission on a sliding scale on immoveable property and on moveable 
property not being money actually received as principal, revenue or 
rent in whatsoever manner vested in the Curator of Vacant Estates ; 
it further provides for the mode of valuation of property vested in 
the Curator and for the inscription of mortgage on such property 
and erasure thereof on proof of payment of the commission. It 
also fixes the time required for prescription in favour of the Govern- 
ment of estates or property belonging to absentees. 

The Civit Status (Indian Marriages) Amendment Ordinance (No. 
28) empowers the Governor to appoint Hindu and Mahomedan 
priests for the celebration of marriages between Hindus or Maho- 
medans of the same religion as such priests, and provides for the 
procedure for such marriages and the registration thereof, and for 
the conditions required for their validity. 

The Donations Inter Vivos and Wills (Amendment) Ordinance 
(Mo. 29) empowers persons domiciled in the Colony, at the time 
of marriage, under certain conditions to declare and cause to be re- 
corded their intention that the limitations imposed by the local law 
(the Civil Code) regarding the power to dispose of property either 
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by gift czter vives or by will shall not apply to any estate, real or 
personal, of which they or either of them may die possessed. 

The Department of Agriculture (Organisation) Ordinance (No. 
80) provides for the establishment and organisation of a Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

The Companies Ordinance (No. 35) places on the Statute Book 
a measure borrowed from the English Companies (Consolidat- 
ed) Act 1908 as adapted by the Transvaal Act No. 31 of 1909 with 
certain additions and modifications to suit local circumstances. 

The Supreme Court (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 86) provides 
for the hearing and determination of certain cases before one Judge 
only and does away with the compulsory attendance of the 
Ministére Public in Court in causes where the Crown or the public 
revenue is concerned and in any matter connected with the civil 
status of any person, any divorce, guardianship of any minor or 
interdicted person, or in which the Procureur General may, under 
the existing law, intervene as a party. 


IV,— EDUCATION. 
Primary Education. 


The Primary schools at the end of the year 1912 numbered 
149 of which 60 were Government and 89 Aided schools. The 
number of Government schools has been reduced from 67 in 1908 
principally by the amalgamation of separate schools for Boys and 
Girls in the same locality. Of the Aided schools there were 67 
Roman Catholic, 18 Church of England, 2 Presbyterian and 2 
Mahomedan. There is an increase of one in the number of Mahomedan 
schools as compared with the previous year. 

The number of Primary schools, Government and Aided, and 
the number of pupils for the years 1908 to 1912 are shown in the 
following table :— 








Government Schools. Aided Schools, 
Annual Annual Annual Annual 
Number average | average Number average average 
Years. of number of | number of of number of | number of 
Schools, | pupils on | pupilsin } Schools. | pupilson | pupilsin 
roll. attendance roll. attendance. 








1908 | 67 8,359 | 5,242 88 10,226 | 6,779 
1909 | 64 8,634 | 5,433 { 88 | 10,651 | 7,234 
1910 | 61 9,326 | 5,951 ss | 11,621 | 7,934 
1911} 60 9,421 | 6,030 88 | 11,589 | 7,972 
1912; 60 9,522 | 5,775 89 11,987 | 7,635 
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The average attendance in Government and Aided schools for 
the year was 13,410 with a roll of 21,509 showing an average 
attendance of 62.84 °/, of the number of pupils on the roll. There 
is a further increase in the number of pupils on the roll but a slight 
decrease in attendance due to sickness in the latter part of the year 
as compared with 1911 when with a roll of 21,010 there was an 
average attendance of 14,002 or 66.6 °/, of the number of pupils on 
the roll. The figures for 1910 were 20,947 and 13,885 or 66.2 °/o. 
The number of pupils on the roll is greater than in any previous 
year and notwithstanding the absence of pupils through sickness 
the average attendance is higher than in any year except 1910 and 
1911. 

The increase in the number of Indian children attending the 
Primary schools is maintained, the figures being as follows: 8,316 
in 1912—8,175 in 1911—7,462 in 1910—7,125 in 1909 and 
6,996 in 1908, 

Of the total number of pupils on the roll in thesix standard classes 
56 °/, passed the examination tests as compared with 60 °/, in 1911 
and 62 °/, in 1910 while of the number of pupils who were presented 
for examination 59 °/, passed in 1912 as compared with 63 °/, in 
1911 and 65 %/, in 1910. 

The reports of the Inspectors on the examination of the schools 
indicate the necessity for more frequent visits of inspection at times 
other than those fixed for holding examinations by which the 
amounts of the annual grants in aid are determined. 

The total expenditure for the year on the salaries of, and grants 
to Teachers in Primary schools amounted to Rs. 296,860 of which 
Rs. 133,438 was expended on Government schools and Rs. 163,422 
on Aided schools. The figures for 1911 were Rs. 293,634, 
Rs. 185,398 and Rs. 158,241 respectively. The cost to Government 
of a pupil in a Government school was Rs. 19.09 and in an Aided 
school Rs. 15.14 as compared with Rs. 19.48 and Rs 15.14in 191). 

There are open annually to pupils of Primary schools six 
scholarships and six exhibitions at the Royal College for which there 
is keen competition. The exhibitioners receive free tuition and the 
scholars free tuition and an allowance of Rs. 100 a year. There were 
145 candidates in 1912 against 140 in 1911. 21 candidates failed 
in the test examination and 33 scored the minimum number of marks. 
The number of candidates from Government schools was 105 and 
from Aided schools 40 as compared with 109 from Government 
and 31 from Aided schools in the previous year. 


Secondary Lducation. 


Secondary Hducation is provided by the Royal College, two 
schools in connection with it, and associated schools. 822 candidates 
from 13 associated schools were presented for examination of whom 
188 passed. There were in December 1912, 220 pupils at the College, 
89 at Curepipe School and 15 at Port Louis School. Of the 324 
pupils at the College and its two schools, 103 did not pay fees, 
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There were 24 candidates for the London Matriculation Hxa- 
minations in 1912. Seven out of the twenty candidates from the 
Royal College passed, three in the First Division, and one of the 4 
others passed in the Second Division. 

There were 112 candidates for the Senior Cambridge Examina- 
tion, 34: out of the 90 candidates from the Royal College and 6 of the 
22 others passed. Out of 25 candidates from the Royal College 
for the Junior Cambridge Examination 8 passed, 

There are scholarships and exhibitions in nearly all the classes 
of the Royal College and there are two valuable scholarships to 
enable pupils of the College to continue their studies in Europe. 

There are 15 girls’ schools which ave affiliated to the Royal 
College in connection with the scheme for the Higher Education of 
Girls. The number of candidates who were presented for examina- 
tion was 397 of whom 157 obtained Honours Certificates and 382 
Pass Certificates. Eighteen girls entered for the Senior Cambridge 
Local Examination of whom 8 passed. Nine entered for the Junior 
Division and 6 passed. The total sum expended in 1912 on the 
Higher Education of Girls was Rs. 9,288 as compared with 
Rs. 7,275 in 1911. 


raining of Teachers. 
L gy of Leach 


There are Government Training Schools for men and for women. 
There were 7 candidates from the Men’s Training School for the 
second class teacher’s certificate of whom 2 passed. There were 
2 candidates from the Women’s Training School for the second 
class certificate of whom one passed, and four candidates for the 
third class certificate, all of whom passed. 

The following table shows the number of candidates for certifi- 
cates and the number who passed during the year : 
































Candidates. Successful. 
Class 

of Certificate. 

Men. | Women. | Total.| Men. | Women. | Total. 
Second ... ...) 34 9 43 14 4 | 18 
Third =... ...J 46 35 81 12 li 29 
Monitors’ | 104 107 211 16 22 38 
Total ... ...| 184 151 335 42 45 85 
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There are 664 certificated Teachers employed in Government 
and Aided schools of whom 151 are Head Teachers, 156 Assistant 
Teachers and 857 Monitors. 


Technical Education. 


There are eight mechanical engineering apprenticeships for 
which there were 73 candidates as against 110 in 1911. There are 
two agricultural apprenticeships for which there were 29 candidates 
as against 22 in 1911 and two engineering studentships for which 
there were 2 candidates only one of whom was successful. 

Needlework receives attention in Girls’ schools and the work of 
the pupils continues to show improvement. 42 candidates entered 
for the needlework competition to four of whom apprenticeships 
were awarded. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals and Dispensaries. 


There are 13 Hospitals, including 5 in connection with the 
Prisons and Reformatory, and there is also a Hospital ward with 380 
beds attached to the Lunatic Asylum. The eight public Hospitals 
have 1,009 beds. The total number of “ cases ” treated at all hos- 
pitals as indoor patients was 18,641 and as out patients 5,891 as 
compared with 18,074 and 6,783 in 1911. The number of “ cases ” 
treated at 27 dispensaries was 67,578. 


Lunatic Asylum. 


There is a Lunatic Asylum and a Lunatic Ward in connection 
with the Poorhouse of Barkly Asylum. There were 437 patients in 
the Asylum on the 31st. December 1912 as compared with 456 on 
the corresponding date of the previous year and the daily average 
rose from 430.9 in 1911 to 441.1. The total number of certified 
lunatics in the Colony on the 81st. of December 1912 including 
patients out on probation and patients in the Lunatic Ward of 
Barkly Asylum, was 668: 412 males and 256 females, giving a 
proportion of one insane to 556 of population. There were 29 cri- 
minal lunatics of whom 24 were males and 5 females. 


Poor Relief. 
Barkly Asylum is the only institution under the direct control 


of the Poor Law Commissioner at which paupers receive institutional 
relief. 
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The buildings of Barkly Asylum were originally acquired for 
the purpose of affording institutional relief to the poor. The hospi- 
tal was later placed entirely under the control of the Medical De- 
partment and has come to be used as a general hospital for the 
district. Arrangements also exist at various religious institutions 
for the maintenance of aged and infirm paupers at fixed rates, and 
there isan asylum for pauper lepers in which patients are main- 
tained at the public expense. The maintenance of paupers at these 
institutions forms the larger part of the expenditure of the Poor 
Law Departinent, which amounted to Rs. 227,600 in 1912 as com- 
pared with Rs. 224,000 in 1911. 

The Immigration and Poor Law Departments were amalga- 
mated on the lst. July 1912, and the Protector of Immigrants and 
Poor Law Commissioner reports that “ the introduction of the Case 
« Paper system in Port Louis which was effected in the last few 
“ months of the year and the full enquiry which the compilation of 
“ a case paper involves has resulted in a marked decrease in the 
“ number of recipients of outdoor relief in Port Louis”. Dis- 
tinguishing medical relief from other forms of relief the number of 
“ cases ” treated free in the Public Hospitals and General Lunatic 
Asylum was 14,734 as against 14,331 in 1911 ; 290 cases are shown 
to have been treated at the public expense at Canal Street Convent 
Hospital as against 250 in 1911, and 124: lepers to have been main- 
tained at the public cost at St. Lazare Asylum as against 156 in 
1911. There were 55,234 applications at the Public Dispensaries 
for free medicines as compared with 52,552 in 1911. 

The recipients of institutional relief during the year are shown 
as numbering 1,579 as compared with 1,744 in 1911. In 1912 
there were 1,299 aged and infirm, 110 feeble minded and 170 
children. 

The number of persons receiving outdoor relief, permanent or 
temporary, is shown to be 3,151 of whom 690 were males and 2,461 
females as compared with 3,353 in 1911 of whom 773 were males 
and 2,580 were females. 

Savings Bank, 


At the Government Savings Bank there was on the 30th. June 
1912 a sum of Rs. 3,261,252 to the credit of 28,318 depositors as 
compared with Rs. 3,254,195 to the credit of 28,032 depositors on the 
30th. June 1911. The investment funds amounted to Rs. 3,494,171. 
Interest is allowed at the rate of 3°/,. 

The following table shows the number of depositors who be- 
longed to the General and Indian populations and the amount 
standing to their credit on the 30th. June 1912 : 

Number Rs. 

General population ae ... 16,107 1,780,091 

Indian population ae vee 12,211 1,481,161 
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VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Police. 

The authorised strength of the Police on the 31st. of December 
1912 was 1 Inspector General, 1 Deputy Inspector General, 6 Ins- 
pectors, 12 Sub Inspectors, 1 Staff Sergeant Major, 2 Check Ser- 
geants, 41 Sergeants, 3 Mounted Orderlies, 50 Corporals, 452 Euro- 
pean and Creole Constables, and 205 Indian Constables: 181 men were 
enlisted in 1912 and the total number of dismissals was 37. 

Criminal Statistics. 

The number of offences reported to the Police in 1912 was 
28,790 as against 23,725 in 1911. 

They may be classified as follows : 





Homicide... es Wad 19 
Other offences against ‘the per son aed vee 9,055 
Preedial Larceny des ve vs 889 
Other offences against gy operty ae we. 5,178 
Other offences . nes vee 9,154 

23,790 


In connection with these offences 13,247 persons (including 588 
persons arrested on suspicion) were apprehended by the Police or 
summoned before the Magistrates. In 14,205 of the cases no per- 
son was charged. 

The total number of persons brought before the Magisterial 
Courts (District, Stipendiary and Bench of Magistrates) in 1912 
was 23,104 ; of these the number prosecuted was 20,324 including 
persons tried before a Bench of Magistrates or committed to the 
Court of Assizes. The number discharged for want of prosecution 

















by party complaining or for want of evidence was 2,780. 

The cases prosecuted in the District Courts (including pre- 
liminary inquiries with a view to commitment to the Assizes and 
Bench cases) were distributed as follows :— 

Discharged | Dismissed Committed 
for want of Con- 
ey oF want | on the to the 
prosecution victions. 
or evidence. merits. Assizes. 
Against the person... aaa 155 A13 1,058 20 
Preedial Larceny ve 3 17 280 
Other offences against property 944, 377 1,643 2 
Offences against: Revenue, Mu- 
nicipal, Road and other laws 
relating to the social econo- 
my of the Colony ... «| 167 336 12,290 1 
Other offences... - ... an 33 229 1,296 Z 
Total... oe 1,802 1,872 16,562 23 
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The total number of persons prosecuted before the District 
Courts during the last five years was distributed as follows :— 




















1908 994 1,156 3,014 10,888 | 16,052 
1909 1,192 432 2,699 12,086 | 16,409 
1910 1,323 206 1,935 12,035 | 15,499 
1911 1,898 174 2,368 12,273 | 16,218 
1912 1,486 297 2,022 14,152 | 17,957 


























The convictions (including committal to the Assizes) before the 
District Courts for the same period were as follows :— 
Offences . 
; Preedial lar- | Other offences 
Year. bese the cen. a against property.| Other offences. 
1908 732 1,044 2,520 10,798 
1909 849 370 2,223 11,285 
1910 1,003 175 1,493 11,440 
1911 954 159 1,876 11,697 
1912 1,073 280 1,645 13,587 








er te 


There were 11 cases in which 14 persons were brought before 
the Assizes in 1912. Of these 2 persons were acquitted. The num< 
ber of convictions was 12. 
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The following table shows the number of persons convicted at 
the Assizes during the last five years and the offences for which they 
were convicted. 
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In 1912 9 persons were tried at the Assizes for offences against 
the person as compared with 5 in 1911, the number convicted being 
7 in 1912 and 3, im 1911. The number of persons tried at the 
Assizes for offences against property was 5 in 1912 all of whom were 
convicted, as against 148 in 1911 of whom 5]. were convicted. 


Prisons AnD Rurormatory. 


There was an increase of 312 in the number of prisoners ad- 
mitted to prison after conviction as compared with 1911, the 
figures being :— 

Males. Females, Total. 


VOU sex vee 8,905 168 4,073 
1912 ... vee A218 172 4,385 


The number of prisoners under detention on the 81st. of Decem- 
ber 1912 was 717 as compared with 774 on the corresponding date 
in the previous year. The daily average number under detention 
showsa decrease of 50.50 as compared with 1911, the daily average 
for that year being 859.30 as against 808.80 in 1912, 
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The deaths in the Prisons numbered 25 as compared with 23 in 
1911. The daily average number under treatment in the Prison 
Hospitals was 36.54 in 1912 as compared with 38.55 in 1911: the 
prevailing diseases were malaria and dysentery. 

There were 18 escapes during the year as against 16 in 1911. 
Fifteen of the prisoners who escaped were recaptured. 

The number of offences against discipline by prisoners was 
2,682 as compared with 2,595 in 1911. The numbers in both years 
are high but in a great measure due to the enforcement of a full 
task from prisoners undergoing sentences of hard labour. 

The numbers admitted to the Reformatory in 1912 were 123 
new boys, 59 ex-Reformatory boys and 36 untried, a total of 218 as 
against 171 in 1911. There was a decrease of 6.66 in the daily 
average as compared with 1911. 

Of the 182 boys who were admitted on conviction, 143 entered 
the Institution with sentences of 6 months or less, of whom 101 
were sentenced to a month or less, and 54 of these to sentences 
varying between three and seven days. 

‘Two deaths occurred during the year, due to dysentery and 
adenitis from ulcer. The general state of health of the boys was 
good except for the temporary appearance of measles. The admissions 
to hospital decreased by 24 as compared with the previous year and 
one case of typhoid was removed to Barkly Asylum Hospital, where 
the patient died. 

The discipline among the boys was satisfactory ; there were 5: 
departmental offences as against 94 in 1911. The offences were 
committed by 32 boys, 20 of whom infringed the rules for the first 
time. None of the offences were of a serious nature. 


VIIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 


A Census of the population was taken on the night of Friday 
the 31st. March 1911. The returns show that the resident popu- 
lation of Mauritius and the adjacent islands, exclusive of the popu- 
lation of the Dependencies, of the Military in barracks and of foreign 
shipping, numbered 368,791 of whom 194,095 were males and 
174,696 females. 

The population in barracks was returned as 1,602 and 34 officers 
and men residing out of barracks were enumerated in the general 
population, The population of the Dependencies amounted to 6,690 
bringing the total population of the Colony and its Dependencies, 
exclusive of foreign shipping, up to 377,083 persons of whom 199,138 
were males and 177,945 females, 

The total population of the Island on the 31st. December 1912 
is estimated in the Registrar General’s Annual Report at 37 1,746, 
exclusive of the Dependencies (6,681), 
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Births and deaths. 


There were 11,824 births registered during the year. The law 
allows a delay of 45 days for free registration and the number of 
births which were not registered owing to death intervening before 
registration was 1,385. The total number of births was accord- 
ingly 18,209, of which 6,758 were males and 6,451 females, giving 
a proportion of 35.5 infants born to 1,000 persons living. The 
deaths registered numbered 14,429, giving a proportion of 38.7 
deaths to 1,000 persons living, the highest since the year 1908. 

The birth rate amongst the general population was 32.6 per 
thousand as compared with 35.6 per thousand in 1911, and amongst 
the Indian population 86.7 per thousand as compared with 41.1 per 
thousand in 1911, The death rate amongst the general and Indian 
populations was 39.6 and 38.4 per thousand respectively as against 
31.4 and 38.5 per thousand respectively in the previous year. 


Public Health. 


The disease that caused most deaths was Malaria—4,498 deaths 
being attributed to this disease alone. Plague was more than usually 
virulent in 1912, 541 deaths being due to this disease. An epidemic 
of whooping-cough broke out, causing 1,064 deaths. 

There was an increase in the cases of plague, the total number- 
ing 656 as compared with 173 in 1911 ; 541 cases were fatal giving 
a death rate of 82.5%. The worst month of the year was No- 
vember when 174: cases were recorded. 


Malaria, 


Malaria fever accounted for 2,554 cases appearing on the hos- 
pital returns. The following are figures for the years 1908 to 1912: 


Year. 1908 1909. 1910 1911 1912 


Cases... 5,071 38,929 2,388 2,117 2,554 


The case mortality was 1.17 % , an increase of .28 % as com- 
pared with the previous year. Of the total of 14,429 deaths in the 
Colony in 1912, 4,498 were ascribed to fever. Corresponding to 
the increase in the cases of malaria treated in the hospitals there is 
an increase in the number of cases of splenic hypertrophy, the 
figures for 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911 and 1912 being 1,193, 886, 561, 
380 and 481 respectively. 

The spleen census and treatment of school children with 
quinine has been continued and a number of minor anti-malarial 
works have been carried out under the supervision of the officers of 


the Sanitary Branch of the Medical and Health Department, 
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Vaccination. 


The number of children presented for vaccination at the public 
vaccine stations was 10,93] as compared with 11,280 in 1011, Of 
this number the Public Vaccinators certified 10,704 to have been 
successfully vaccinated ; 93 vaccinations were unsuccessful. The 
percentage of successful vaccination was 97.9 °/.. 


Meteorological. 


Meteorological observations are taken at the Royal Alfred 
Observatory, Pamplemousses, and at eleven second order stations. 
The Observatory is about three miles from the West coast and is 
179 feet above sea level. There are considerable variations both in 
temperature and humidity in the different parts of the island, the 
coast districts being hotter and drier than the higher altitudes in the 
interior. Hurricanes occur between December and April which is 
the hottest season. 

The mean rain-fall from 69 stations was 96.34 inches as com- 
pared with 79.97 inches in 1911 (73 stations) and an average of 
79.21 inches. Heavy rains, relatively to the normal, fell in Fe- 
bruary, May and October, those of the last mentioned month having 
greatly benefited the forthcoming crop. The rain-fall at the Ob- 
servatory for the year was 72.92 inches as compared with an average 
of 47.95 inches for the period 1875-1910, and the number of 
“ yainy days” recorded was 221 as compared with an average of 
204, a “rainy day ” being one in which .005 inches or more of rain 
was measured. 

The mean temperature of the air at the Observatory was 73°.8 
as compared with an average of 73°.4, the highest temperature re- 
corded being 90°.2 on the 4th. of January and the lowest 53°.9 on 
the 27th. of June. The highest and lowest temperatures recorded 
at the Observatory between 1875 and 1912 were 94°.7 on the 28rd. 
of December 1900 and 49°.9 on the 8th. of August 1907. 

The abnormality curve of air temperature showed a long ne- 
gative wave from January to May. From May to December the 
curve fell, irregularly at first, from 1°.1 above normal to 1°.5 below 
normal. 

During the year 1912 there were cight cyclonic disturbances 
in the South Indian Occan as follows :— 


January 19 to 24 February 26 to March 1 
February 2 to 4 March 18 to 20 
5 5 to ll May 16 to 19 
21 to 27 November 22 to 27 


» 


The exact tracks of these cyclones have not yet been deter- 
mined. ‘ 


30 mauritius, 1912. 


VIill—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 


The total number of Offices open in 1912 was 68 of which 57 
were also Telegraph Offices. Forty-eight of the Post Offices are at 
Railway Stations and 15 are in districts at a distance from the 
Railway system. 

The revenue for the year 1912 was Rs. 218,993 as compared 
with Rs. 182,622 in 1911. The expenditure was Rs. 160,751 in 
1912 and Rs. 156,830 in 1911, leaving an excess of Revenue over 
Expenditure of Rs. 58,242 in 1912 and Rs. 25,792 in 1911. 

The total estimated number of letters, post cards, newspapers 
and postal packets, exclusive of parcels, which passed through the 
Post Office in 1912 was approximately 3,703,756 as compared with 
8,077,821 in 1911. Inland letters, post cards and newspapers 
showed increases, as did foreign newspapers, while there was a de- 
crease in foreign letters and post cards. The number of reply coupons 
sold during the year was 165 and the number paid was 76. The 
number of inland parcels dealt with amounted to 308 as against 274 
in 1911. The number of postal parcels received from and despatched 
abroad decreased by 194, the figures being 14,907 for 1912 and 
15,101 for 1911. The number of parcels received from abroad 
decreased by 821 and the duty collected amounted to Rs. 35,491. 

The number of Inland money orders issued and paid was 42,460 
and their value Rs. 420,926, being a decrease of 898 in number and 
of Rs. 28,179 in value as compared with the previous year. The 
number of money orders issued on foreign countries was 8,229 and 
their value Rs. 228,339, being a decrease of 1,093 in number and of 
Rs, 44,127 in value as compared with the previous year. 

There was again an increase in the postal order business : the 
orders issued and received increased in number from 6,435 to 7,243 
and in value from Rs. 62,828 to Rs. 69,976. The increase in the 
orders issued was 209 in number and Rs. 182 in value and in orders 
received 599 in number and Rs. 6,966 in value. 

There are 379} miles of Telegraph and 1543 miles of-Tele- 
phone wires under the charge of the Department. The Railway has 
not a telegraphic system of its own and the ordinary messages for 
the working of the traffic and for the administration of the Depart- 
ment are transmitted over the Post Office wires. The number of 
Railway messages and signals transmitted in 1912 was 155,919. 
The number of messages sent by the public decreased in 1912 : out 
of a total number of 258,350 messages forwarded 44,453 were sent 
by the public as compared with 59,274 out of a total of 255,084 in 
1911. The receipts for the messages sent by the public amount to 
Rs, 24,229 in which charges for porterage (Rs. 10,135) are included. 


IX.—RAILWAYS, 


There is a single line of Railway of 120 miles in length, The 
gauge is 4 feet $3 inches. 
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The earnings from all sources for the year amounted to 
Rs, 2,619,714 as compared with Rs. 2,601,001 in 1911 being an 
increase of .72°/,. Excluding Government traffic the earnings 
amounted to Rs. 2,391,017 being Rs. 1,465 less than in 191]. 'The 
services performed for Government Departments tor which no cash 
payments were made would at ordinary rates have cost Rs. 228,697 
of which Rs. 189,393 for passenger traffic, Rs. 34,547 for goods 
traffic and Rs. 4,757 for parcels, representing 8.73 °/, of the total 
traffic as compared with 8.02 °/, in 1911. 

The receipts for passenger traffic amounted to Rs. 1,190,253, 
being less than those of the preceding year by Rs. 29,461, but in 
excess of the mean of the last ten years by Rs. 59,308. The de- 
crease is principally in the ordinary 3rd. class tickets which yielded 
Rs. 22,465 less than in the previous year. 

The following table shows the tonnage of goods traffic, ex- 
clusive of Government traffic, carried in 191] and 1912 : 


1911, 1912. Increase. | Decrease. 
Sugar Canes ... .- 181,418 | 144,627 13,209 


Sugar ... ae ... 188,164 143,229 5,065 
General Merchandize ... 182,342 | 179,141 a 





Total... 451,924 | 466,997 18,274 | 8,201 


The total tonnage carried was 15,073 tons or 3.83 °/, more in 
1912 thanin 1911. The aggregate earnings for goods traffic were 
Rs. 23,435 or 2.07 °/, above those of 1911. The earnings for sugar 
cane traffic were Rs. 107,352 or 74.23 cents of arupee per ton carried 
as compared with 79.45 cents in 1911. The earnings for sugar traffic 
were Rs. 570,810 or Rs. 3.99 per ton carried as against Rs. 8.90 in 
191]. The earnings for general merchandize were Rs. 472,044 or 
Rs. 2.63 per ton carried as against Rs. 2.65 in 1911. The total ex- 
penditure charged to capital account including all sums paid from 
general revenue, surplus balances or loans up to the 3lst. of De- 
cember 1912 was Rs. 31,628,672* in which is included Rs. 3,062,754 
advanced on account of the ve-equipment of the Railways and which 
is eventually to be met from loan funds. The working expenses for 
1912 amounted to Rs. 1,693,358. The ratio which working expenses 
bore to total earnings showed an increase of 3.21 °/, as compared 
with 1911, the figures being 64.64 °/, and 61.43 °/, respectively. 
The net earnings amounted to Rs. 926,356 or 2.93 °/, on the capital. 
The actual payments made to the Treasury by the Railways in 1912 
amounted to Rs. 2,364,778 and after deducting charges for working 
expenditure, interest and sinking fund of loans and pensions there 
remained a balance of Rs. 90,303 which sum does not include any 
credit for work done for Government Departments. 

SS a a 





¥* Figure subject to confirmation by the Treaswy, 
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The following work in connection with the re-equipment of the 
Railways was undertaken in 1912. Ten new composite Ist. and 
2nd. class, twenty-one 38rd. class carriages and eleven passenger lug- 
gage vans were erected, also fifteen open 20 ton wagons and sixty- 
eight covered 23 ton wagons. Thirteen covered and sixty-three high 
sided wagons were rebuilt with new underframes and sides and fitted 
with the vacuum brake. Eighty-five high sided open wagons were 
also fitted with the vacuum brake. 3} miles of the permanent way 
were relaid with heavy rails. With the exception of about 8,000 
cubic yards, the earth-work of the Plaine Lauzun—Richelieu devia- 
tion line was completed during the year. The St. Louis bridge, the 
Pailles road bridge, the Plaines Wilhems main road bridge and an 
accommodation bridge were all completed. The building of the 
piers of the Grand River North West bridge was unfortunately 
interfered with by delay in the arrival of the cableway ordered from 
England, but otherwise satisfactory progress was made with the 
work. All the bridges on the Midland line have now been renewed, 
as well as those on the Moka—Flacq and Savanne lines with the 
exception of four, the steel work for which was however received 
during the year and rivetted up ready for erection. The recon- 
struction of Rose Hill Station has almost been completed. The 
erection of ten cottages for the station staff at Port Louis, Rose-Hill, 
Curepipe and Rose-Belle was begun. 


Bois Chéri. 


There is a light railway of 2 fect 6 inches gauge running from 
Riviére du Poste Station on the Savanne Branch of the Midland 
Line to Mexico. The length of the line is 10 miles. The total goods 
traffic carried in 1912 amounted to 10,894 tons of which 6,792 tons 
were sugar cane as against a total traffic of 12,695 tons and 10,362 
tons of sugar cane in 1911. The actual working expenses for 1912 
were Rs. 12,544, the earnings Rs. 5,840 and the work done for 
Government Departments was valued at Rs. 2,821. The correspond- 
ing figures for the previous year were Rs. 14,756, Rs. 6,243 and 
Rs. 1,374. 

X.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


The most important works undertaken by the Public Works 
Department during the year were in connection with the enlarge- 
ment of the Royal College, the reconstruction of road bridges, the 
Mare-aux-Vacoas water works and the Port Louis drainage works. 


Royal College enlargement. 

The work of enlarging the Royal Ccllege was started early 
in the year. The walls and foundations of the old College 
building were found to be in so unsatisfactory a state that 
it had to be almost entirely pulled down and temporary 
buildings were put up to afford sufficient accommodation. The 
masonry work was begun on October 21st, 1912, the construcs 
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tion has been pushed on with all possible speed and itis anticipated 
the new College will be ready for occupation at the beginning of 
1914, 


Bridges. 


The reconstruction in ferro-conerete of Colville bridge and of 
several other small bridges in the district of Savanne was com- 
pleted early in 1912. Nouvelle France, Ruisseau Sec and Union 
Park bridges in the district of Grand Port were reconstructed ; their 
spans were widened and the approaches to the road improved. The 
reconstruction of Molino bridge, Grand Port, 88 feet span, was also 
begun in the middle of the year. Two small bridges were also 
reconstructed in the district of Flacq. 


Mare-aux-Vacoas Water Works. 


The reservoir at Mare-aux-Vacoas, where the average annual 
rainfall is 137 inches, hasa catchment area of about 5 square miles. 
The top water level is 1,840 feet above the mean sea-level and the 
reservoir has a maximum capacity of 570 millions of gallons. The 
water flows from the Reservoir for 4,900 feet in an open channel 
and for a further distance of 7,700 feet is taken in a 16” cast iron 
pipe to the filtering establishment at La Marie, which is 1,645 feet 
above sea-level. 

At the filtering establishment there is a depositing reservoir 
with a capacity of 1,300,000 gallons and a covered service reservoir 
with a capacity of 500,000 gallons. Owing to the water being at 
times heavily charged with organic matter the “ Anderson Process ” 
for the purification of water was installed and concrete partitions 
were erected in the depositing reservoir to improve the settlement of 
solids. Originally there were only 4 filter beds with a superficial area 
of 6,720 square feet, but five additional filter beds have since been 
constructed with a superficial area of 18,060 square feet, and extra 
aerating trays have been added. These additional works and the in- 
creased filtration area enable two filters to be always left exposed to 
gun and air and with a slower process of filtration. There are few 
complaints of the quality of the water. 

The daily consumption of water exceeds 1,600,000 gallons and 
with the exception of the supply to the town of Curepipe the water 
flows by gravitation to the lower districts, The supply for Curepipe 
is pumped by means of hydraulic rams to two reservoirs standing 
368 feet above the filtering establishment, the motor being driven 
by water power from the 16” supply main. The increase in the po- 
pulation of Curepipe has necessitated additions to the pumping plant 
and the reconstruction of the reservoirs. A masonry building was 
erected at the filter beds for the pumping machinery and a second 
16” cast iron pipe has been laid to supply the motive power. Anad- 
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ditional set of hydraulic motors and pumps have been erected 
and work satisfactorily. It is expected that the concrete covered 
channel which is to replace the open conduit from the reservoir to 
the filter beds will be completed early in 1914. Anadditional service 
reservoir is in course of construction at Curepipe. 


Port Louis Drainage Works. 


The Port Louis drainage works were begun in 1895, the sewers 
being designed on the separate system and the surface drainage 
being carried in the street gutters to the various streams which flow 
into the harbour. The town is divided for drainage purposes into 
four districts three of which drain by gravitation sewers into separate 
collecting wells which are connected by means of syphon pipes to 
the pumping station near Caudar Basin. From there, the sewage 
is pumped through cast iron pipes for 7,000 feet to the sea outfall 
at the mouth of Grand River North West and is discharged in 10 
feet of water at low tide, a thousand feet from the shore. Sewers 
have been laid in districts Nos. 2 and 3, the laying of the sewers 
in district No. 4 is being proceeded with ; the enlargement of the 
pumping station has been completed and the additional pumps have 
been installed. The total length of sewers laid is 21.46 miles and 
980 properties have been connected. The amount expended on 
construction works in districts 2, 3 and 4 is Rs. 840,950 and on 
house services Rs. 525,790. 


XIL—FORESTS AND GARDENS. 


The area of forests, mountain and river reserves and Curatelle 
lands under the care of the Forest Department was 84,866 acres, 
of which about 68,504 acres were Crown Lands, 10,122 acres 
Mountain Reserves and 240 acres Vacant Estates. 


Forest Utilization. 


The improvement fellings in the Grand Bassin Forest were 
continued, yielding about 490 cubic feet of timber at Talbot and 5,300 
cubic feet at Coutanceau; 145,000 shingles and 10,000 Railway 
keys were also manufactured from the off-fall of trees during the 
last 2 months of the year at the saw mill erected at Talbot. The 
yield was very poor indeed on account of the combined effects of 
wind, insects and fungi on timber. For the supply of fuel to public 
establishments about 3,000 cords of firewood were felled in Crown 
Lands, and eleven tons of charcoal were burnt. Thinnings in forest 
plantations (chiefly Pines and Eucalypts) yielded a revenue of 
Rs, 4,500 and clear-cuttings on Pas Géométriques (chiefly 
Casuarina) Rs. 10,250, the lessees replanting the areas gleayed, 
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Forest Plantations. 


About 232 acres were artificially restocked in Crown Lands, 
chiefly in the gathering grounds of important rivers. This should 
be added to about 2,327 acres replanted during the 10 previous 
years, the average expenditure per acre being about Rs. 63.85. The 
species propagated included Natte, Colophane, Olive, Benjoin, Fer, 
Juniper, Cryptomeria japonica, Eucalypts, Mahogany, Auraucarias 
and Terminalia. 

Gardens, 


At the Royal Botanic Gardens, Pamplemousses, the graft- 
ing of selected mangoes was continued. A large number of seedlings 
were raised in the nurseries and were either sold to the public or 
planted on Crown Lands and River Reserves. The regulations im- 
posed on account of the Phytalus beetle on sugar cane again neces- 
sitated the disposal of all plants through the intermediate Depét in 
Port Louis and this was the cause of restrictions in the raising of 
economics. 

At the Nursery Gardens, Curepipe, the exotic conifers were 
produced on a large scale for the reforestation of the gathering 
grounds of rivers. 


XII.—DEPENDENCIES. 


The Dependencies comprise a large number of small Islands 
situated between 5° and 19° 50’ South Latitude and 51° and 72° 
30’ East Longitude of which the nearest is 280 miles and the most 
remote about 1,200 miles distant from Mauritius. 

Rodrigues, the largest and most important, is administered by 
a resident Magistrate, has an area of 40 square miles and had at the 
Census of 1911 a population of 4,829 of whom 2,523 were males 
and 2,306 were females. The total population showed as compared 
with 1901 an increase of 1,667. 

The increase was almost entirely in the general population 
which numbered 4,667 or 1,567 more than in 1901. The Indo- 
Mauritian population numbered 102, other Indians 36 and Chinese 
24. The male agricultural population has increased considerably 
in the last 10 years and development is noticeable in the trade of 
the island. The Customs returns show that 40 cattle were sent to 
Mauritius in 1912 as against 69 in 1911. In 1912 1,246 pigs value 
Rs. 19,725 were sent to Mauritius as against 1,466 value Rs. 26,500 
in 1911 and 3,682 goats and sheep value Rs. 13,789 as against 
3,221 value Rs. 11,242 in 1911. There was a further large increase 
in the exports of salted fish, the figures being 341,690 kilos in 1912 
and 269,900 in 1911, Tobacco showed an increase from 46,000 
fo 88,705 kilos, 
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At the Rodrigues branch of the Government Savings Bank 
there was on the 30th. of June 1912 a sum of Rs. 22,198 to the 
eredit of 55 depositors as compared with Rs. 22,322 and 46 depositors 
on the corresponding date of 1911. 

Most of the Islands in the Lesser Dependencies have been 
conceded or sold with the exception of a few Islands in the St. 
Brandon Group and two islands in the Diego Garcia group, Trome- 
lin Island, and one near the great Chagos Bank, which are leased. 
The islands are administered by two Magistrates who are resident 
in Mauritius and pay regular visits to the Dependencies. The chief 
exports from the Dependencies are coconut oil, coconuts, guano 
and fish (dried and salted). 

J. MIDDLETON, 


August, 1913. Colonial Secretary. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE COLONY OF 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO FOR THE YEAR 1912-13. 


I.—FINANCE, 


REVENUE, 


1. The revenue of the Colony for the year 1912-13 was 
£932,513 being £18,230 less than that of the previous financial 
year. This falling off was due to a partial failure of the sugar 
and cocoa crops consequent upon excessive drought, and a 
corresponding depression in trade generally. The items there- 
fore as might be expected under which decreases are shown 
are :—-“ Customs ” £23,966 ; “ Port and Harbour Dues” £695 : 
“JVicenses, Excise, &c.” £2,817; ‘Government Railway” 
£6,862 ; “ Miscellaneous Receipts” £658; and “ Immigration 
Taxes” £6,781. These decreases amount in the aggregate to 
£41,779, but fortunately under other heads of revenue there were 
increases amounting to £23,549 which helped to readjust the 
financial balance. The larger increases were under the heads of 
“Fees of Court” £18,620, and “Land Sales and Royalties” 
£4,589—the receipts under the former head having been aug- 
mented by the transfer to (ieneral Revenue of £15,000 from the 
accumulated surplus funds of the Savings Bank. 





2. The revenue compares in detail with that of the year 
1911-12 as under :— 





Revenue. 1911-12. 1912-13, 
Customs os £405,711 £381,744 
Port, Harbour and 

Wharf Dues”... 14,016 
Licenses, Excise, «ec... 256,227 
Fees of Cowt and 

Office ant 72,955 Sad 91,574 
Post Office fc 9,517 9,744 
Government Railway 112,199 105,888 
Rent of Government 

Property ie 2,033 ase 2,075 
Interest a 8,949 ae 4,021 
Miscellaneous 

Receipts Coa: 2,149 eas 1,491 
Land Sales, Royal- 

ties, &e. ae 29,914 ace 34,502 
Immigration Taxes. 42,044 age 35,263 


3. Although in anticipation of a somewhat critical period the 
estimates for the year had been framed with extreme caution, and 
notwithstanding the unexpected addition of the £15,000 referred 
to in paragraph 2, the revenue nevertheless fell short of its 
estimates by £10,541, considerable deficits having occurred 
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under the heads of “Customs” £238,756; ‘‘ Port and Harbour 
Dues” £550 ; “ Licenses, Excise, &c.” £4,046 ; and “ Railways” 
£13,672 

4. Therevenuefrom “Customs” (£381,744) included £330,578 
received from import duties, and £50,984 from the 
export duty on Asphalt. « Licenses, Excise, &e.” (£252,410) 
included £159,011 from Excise duties and licenses, £52,649 from 
land and house tay 759 from estate duties, and £15,613 





é 
from stamp duties. ‘lhe revenue under the head of “ Land Sales, 
Royalties, &c.,” (£34,503) was made up of sales of Crown land, 
£5,532; Ground rents, £2,206 ; Timber licenses, £7,344; Royalty 
on Asphalt, £16,411; Royalty under Oil licenses and leases, 
£3,009. 

5. The small revenue derived from the sale of Crown lands is 
attributable to the temporary suspension of sales in the districts 
which are being exploited for oil, but it is expected that as soon 
as the exploration period is over considerable arcas will again 
become available for sale for agricultural purposes. 


6. In addition to the royalty on Asphalt, the export duty as 
hown above amounted to £50,984, making the total revenue for 
the year from the Pitch Lake and private linds, £67,395. 

7. This is the last year in which the Immigration accounts 
will appear in the Estimates, which will in future only contain 
the establishment charges on account of immigration for which 
the Colony is responsible. The correctness of the Estimates will 
therefore no longer be dependent in this respect upon the 
-.vissitudes of labour conditions in India and of crop returns in 


Trinidad. 








wo 











EXpENDITURE. 


8. The expenditure of the year was £947,221, being £12,330 
less than that of 1911-12, and £19,112 less than the estimate. 
The principal savings on the estimates were under the heads of 
“ Immigration ” £2,429 : « Reeeiver-General” £956; Hospitals” 
£2,740; “Department of Agriculture” £1,718; “ Railway” 
£12,082 ; “Public Works and Roads Recurrent” £1,813; and 
«Public Works and Roads Extraordinary” £8,088. The larger 
excesses were under the heading of “ Charges on Account of the 


Public Debt” £2,525 ; and “ Miscellaneous Services” £9,639. 


9. The detailed Expenditure of the years 1911-12 and 
1912-13 was as under— 





1911- We 1912-13. 
Charges on Account of Public Debt £ 76,425 
Pensions x 34,867 
The Governor and Legislature 6,654 
Colonial Secretary’s Department . 4,877 
Auditor-Gencral’s 4,063 
Immigration Department 63,113 
Receiv er-General’s Department 10,391 
Savings Bank 2,696. 
Crown Lands and Survey Departe tment 9,974 
Customs Department ... 11,498 
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1911-12. 1912-13. 

Constabulary Department oe «66,3038... 67,291 
Military Department. ... Me 8887 B75 
Registrar-General’s Department ... is 4,405 5 
Post Office and Telegraph Cable Subsidy 42,122 

Port and Marine Department —... 6,215 

Printing and Stationery Department 8,108 

Legal Department : oe 16,894 

Magistracy ... oad 14,816 

Wardens and Supervisors 21,429 

Medical Department es 21,592 

Hospitals, Asylums and Dispensaries 51,285 

Public Health and Quarantine 5,585 

Education Department ie 62,281 

Prisons, Reformatory and Industrial Schools... 18,479 

Transport... a i se 118 

Ecclesiastical we ae 10,627 

Crown Agents—London rey 818 

Department of Agriculture and Laboratory ... 14,018 

Veterinary Surgeon... “ es 484 

Queen’s Park, Belmont, and St. Clair Pastures 974 

Mines + oo ar ies 1,000 

Fire Brigade, San Fernando ous og 279 

Miscellaneous Services ... ke f, 44,090 

Government Bailway Department ey 79,106 

Public Works Department, Recurrent oe 44,134 ae 45 
Roads and Bridges Do. s : 194,341 «123,401 
Public Works—Extraordinary —... we 14,241 ry 14, 065 
Roads and Bridges — Do. ws ve 44,292, 89,658 


10. The excess of expenditure over revenue, £14,708, reduced 
the surplus balance of the Colony on the 31st of March, 1913, to 
£81,410, which having regard to the large sums spent in recent 
years on extraordinary works must be considered to be a fairly 
satisfactory surplus. It has been decided however to gradually 
increase this by annual increments of £5,000, until a reserved 
balance of £100,000 is reached. 


11. The revenue and expenditure of the last five years has 
been as under. 








EXPENDITURE. 

Year. Revenue. Recurrent, Extraordinary. Total. 
1908-9 £834,745 £806,193 £48,857 £855,050 
1909-10 853,565 798,262 64,992 863,254 
1910-11 948,383 843,050 83,984 927,034 
1911-12 950,744 901,018 58,533 959,551 
1912-13 932,513 893,499 53,722 947,221 


It will be seen that during this period the extraordinary expen- 
diture from general revenue has amounted to £310,088. 


12. The value of the Colony’s Assets on the 31st of March, 
1913, was £1,(02,413, and its total Liabilities were £921,033, 
giving a balance of assets of £81,410. 


13. The public debt of the Colony stood on the 31st March, 
1913, at £1,045,093, but to this must be added the sum of 
£740,198 representing advances made at that date on account of 
further loans for which authority has been given but which have 
not yet been raised The loan expenditure has been for the con- 
struction of Railways, Roads, Harbour Works, and other public 
works of a reproductive or permanent character. The Sinking 
Fund accumulations amount to £216,418. 3 
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II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 


14, The value of the imports of the Colony during the year 
1912, (including bullion, specie, and goods transhipped) ‘was 
£4,682,325, and that of the exports £4,472,577 showing a total 
volume of trade of £9,154,902. This was less than the pre- 
ceding year by £633,432, but the figures nevertheless show a 
very substantial increase on the returns of 1910. The imports 
and exports of the last five years were as follows :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 
1908-9 ... £2,682,702 ... £2,500,195 ... £5,182,897 
1909 + 8,288,826 ... 8,218,092 ... 6,506,918 
1910 + 8,848,011... 8,467,588 ... 6,810,599 


1911 see 5,018,848... 4,769,486... 9,788,334 
1912 ose 4,682,325 4,472,577... 9,154,902 
A large proportion (£350,532) of the falling off in 1912 is 
attributable to a decrease in the transhipping trade caused by 
the drought in Venezuela and the neighbouring West Indian 
Islands. 





Iurorts. 


15. The total yalue of the goods entered for home consumption 
during the year was £2,528,883, being £139,790 less than the 
previous year. In addition goods were imported in transhipment 
to the value of £2,088,182, and the imports of bullion and 
specie represented £65,260. 

16. The reduced importations of articlesfor home consumption 
were under the heads of ‘ Food, Drink, and Tobacco,” £10,983 ; 
“Raw Material” £2,487; and“ Manufactured and Miscellaneous 
Articles” £126,320. The following table will explain more fully 
the manner in which the import trade was affected by the 
unfavourable conditions prevailing during the year :— 





Bread —Decrease .--6,609 bris. and 82,037 Ibs. 
Cheese 5 ce 14,992 ,, 
Malt 7 ae 2,105 gls. 
Meats—all kinds a ize 538,540 lbs. 
Rice se aes 3,187,289 ,, 
Cocoa ike a c 681,086 ,, 
Edible Oil 34 aes 1,940 gls. 
Spirits i bs 6315 ,, 
Unmanufactured Tobacco ,, ue 48,633 ,, 
Wines % ee 9,216 gls. 
Oil—other kinds ne age 6,070 ,, 
Petroleum Oil is eee 35,934 ,, 
Textiles—all kinds oi oe £58,533 
Flour Increase .-.2,464 brls. and 24,305 lbs, 
Meal ‘s ae O87 4, 89,991 ,, 
Dholl My on 889,557 ,, 
Butter + ns 55,079 ,, 
Lard a ES, 87,138 ,, 
Cement - ote 40,106 bris. 
Milk as on £3,495 
Soap 5 oe 939,796 lbs. 


Cigars and Cigarettes is A; 1,954 ,, 
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17. The following table shows the countries of origin of the 
goods imported during the last two years :— 


1911. 1912." 

United Kingdom «. £ 1,026,070 £ 944,502 
Canada ove 190,287 190,769 
Other British Possessions 200,278 206,055 

United States ae 806,921 819,432 
Venezuela ... ide 294,257 211,873 
France ae ae 66,619 67,786 
Germany... aa 48,260 32,721 
Other Countries es 122,708 121,005 


The trade with Canada has in the past few years shown a 
steady increase, and this will certainly be greater under the 
Reciprocity Agreement which now exists, and the improved 
steamship and telegraph services for which arrangements have 
been made, 





18. The importations from Canada during 1912 were as 
under :— 


Flour a aa a «. £ 56,878 
Potatoes ... ees wis, ee 8,229 
Fish at ada ors eae 60,561 
Timber... an ee Se 12,892 
Oats aa6 ba ves aaa 26,364 
Peas fe ee wae ie 858 
Bread fr ate ode nee 844 
Butter wee a van oo 200 
Cheese eee ta ed ae 572 
Live Stock tee as ax AT 
Oils and Paints oe ue ‘sas 1,842 
Soap ts aes se, abs 2,527 
Wine aes ae aoa Mes 34 
Cordage and Twine ... Se, bus 1,216 
Boots and Shoes aes as aad 246 


19. The Acting Collector of Customs points out in his 
annual report as being of interest that the value of the rice 
imported in 1912 was £134,157, of which £25,560 represents 
importations from British Guiana; that the decreased imports 
of bread and increased importations of flour are due to the 
operations of a local biscuit factory ; and that the decrease in 
unmanufactured tobacco is in part due to increased local produc- 
tion. Sixty-seven motor cars were imported during the year, 
fifty-seven of which came from the United States. 


Exports. 


20. The exports of local produce during 1912 were valued 
at £1,964,432, being £113,720 less than those of the previous 
year. In addition to these there were re-exports valued at 
£393,648 ; bullion and specie, £26,315: and transit goods, 
£2, 008, 182 ; making a total export trade of £4,472,577, 
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21. The following were the principal items of local produce 
exported during the last two years :— 


1911, 1912. 
Asphalt—Crude_... we £154,627 we £ 161,768 
Asphalt—Epuré... oes 88,566 ie 40,338 
Bitters ... oe one 34,425 aes 32,629 
Cocoa... _ «1,127,872 ...-:1,007,990 
Coconuts see a 78,965 ees 61,278 
Copra ... oes oes 18,264 oy 28,726 
Fruit... ane see 14,661 a 11,033 
Molasses ee os 13,036 as 7,068 
Rum... ma ‘ens 6,955 cas 859 
Sugar ... Mine Sy 530,404 os 529,123 
Petroleum—Crude ... age 82,839 aN 18,432 


22. Increased exportations are shown under the heads of 
Asphalt and Copra, and there were also substantial increases 
under the heads of Coffee, Balata Gum, and Timber: but on the 
other hand there were considerable decreases under Cocoa, Coconuts, 
Molasses, Rum, and Sugar. 


23. The following table shows the direction of the export 
trade of the Colony for the last two years (the value of the 
transhipments being excluded) :— 


191i. 1912. 
United Kingdom a. & 514,832 £ 540,908 
Canada a ies 206,138 220,088 
Other British Possessions 97,968 40,707 
United States ai 1,045,507 940,911 
Venezuela ... es 76,044 72,846 
France ae fn 277,813 261,552 
Germany Mi aes 96,435 96,785 
Other Countries ah 191,306 210,603 


24, The exports to the United Kingdom, the United States, 
and Canada respectively were : 


Cunited United 
Kingdom. States. Canada. 

Cocoa ... «+. £101,797 £ 708,409 £ 10,736 
Coconuts are 2,040 43,380 18,731 
Copra ... «. 10,188 vse vii, 
Coffee ... oe oats 1,018 oe 
Mclasses tes 8,757 ieee 1,725 
Rum ... Be 8,218 re, as 
Bitters «10,788 11,993 es 
Sugar .. «» 825,647 23,741 186,597 
Asphalt ox 82,807 101,911 50 
Balata Guin an 8,220 1,443 ae 
Hides’... on 7,490 998 1,247 
Bullion and Specie 15,483 10,761 


25. There has been a steady increase in recent years in the 
quantity of Asphalt shipped from the Colony, It is won almost 
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entirely from the Pitch Lake of La Brea, and the bulk of it goes 
to the United States. 





Crude. 
1808-9 +. tons 118,069 + 
1909 eve 93 122,785. “ 
1910 vee 5, 148,249... wee 158,983 
1911 ve oy 149,844 see 169,127 
1912 se 5, 155,908 ... 20,169 ... 176,077 


MANvracturus any Minus. 





26. Apart from the sugar industry and the operations of the 
Angostura Bitters Company there are no manufactures carried 
on for the purposes of trade with other countries. Of the sugar 
crop of 41,000 tons, 33,165 tons were exported, the bulk of the 
exports going to the United Kingdom and Canada. 32,629 
gallons of bitters were exported by the A=gostura Company. 
The other factories whose products are chiefly used for 
home consumption included factories for the manufacture of 
tobacco, matches, soap, paper, ice, and choc late. There are 
two iron foundries, one being the property of the Government, 
two ship yards, and a Government Dry Dock, capable of taking 
a ship of 4,000 tons. 


27. Mining for Manjack was continued in two districts of 
the Colony during the year and 1,530 tons of that mineral valued 
at £3,060 were exported chiefly to the United States and the 
United Kingdom. 


28. The petroleum industry has now become the principal 
mining industry in the Colony, and there is every hope that at 
no distant date it may prove to be a very important factor in 
its prosperity. Although in the year under review the actual 
drilling work done by most of the Companies is reported by the 
Inspectors of Mines not to have been satisfactory, and as a conse- 
quence the exportation of crude petroleum fell from 7,000,685 
gallons in 1911 to 4,295,737 gallons in 1912, yet the wells that 
have been drilled have been sufficient to prove that the oil sands 
in certain districts hold large quantities of oil at no great depth. 


29. The Inspector of Mines reports that the Trinidad Lake 
Petroleum Company have carried out some very important work 
during the year, having drilled several wells on their Union 
Estate at Brighton which have given a very large production, 
and having erected there a ec nsiderable amount of additional 
plant. It was on this property that the Company sunk a well in 
May, 1918, which at a depth of 1,900 feet commenced to give oil 
at the rate of 50,000 barrels a day though the production ultimately 
declined to some 20,000 barrels a day. A few days afterwards it 
unfortunately caught fire, causing a considerable loss to the 
Company. The fire having been extinguished the well is again 
producing oil though at the more moderate rate of 3,000 barrels 
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a day. It was the Trinidad Lake Petroleum Company which 
supplied H.M.S. New Zealand with 640 tons of oil fuel on her 
recent visit to the Colony. 


30. The following extract from the annual report of the 
Inspector of Mines shows the position of the petroleum industry 
at the close of the year. “In my last report I stated that the 
“ petroleum industry had not made satisfactory progress during 
“the year then under review. During the past year no great 
“amount of field development work has been done, but that 
“which has been done, and the negotiations with various 
“ corporations which have been now carried to a successful issue, 
“will I think, mark it as the most important, so far, in the 
“history of the oil industry of the Colony. When and if the 
“history of these negotiations come to be written in full, I think 
“it will be gratefully recognized with what minute care and skill 
“difficult and delicate situations have been treated and with 
“what success the negotiations have been steered to a successful 
“termination, and I hope the great services rendered to the Colony 
“by the inter-departmental Committee, which acted for it in 
“London and advised the Secretary of State, will be as fully 
“recognized as they deserve. We are now in the position of 
“knowing that at least three powerful corporations will be soon 
“operating independently in the development of the oil fields 
“of Trinidad, and we shall therefore ‘shortly know what position 
“it is going to take in the oil world.” 

31. Some 2,300 persons are employed in the Mines, Oilfields 
and Quarries of the Colony. 





AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES. 


32. The Agricultural Department of the Colony is superin- 
tended by a Director of Agriculture, and comprises the Government 
Laboratory, the Botanic Gardens, the Experimental Stations, and 
the Government Stock Farms. The Director is assisted by an 
Advisury Board which in addition to this duty has complete 
control of the expenditure of the proceeds of the Agricultural 
Fund tax levied on shipments of cocoa, sugar, coconuts, and 
copra. In 1912 this tax realized £3,115. The Board consists 
of 20 members appointed by the Governor, who is President, 
the Director of Agriculture being Vice-President. 


33. Considerable manurial and other experiments are being 
carried out by both the Department and the Board with a view 
to improving the cultivation of the staple and minor local 
products, but sufficient time has not elapsed since they were 
instituted to enable much results to be shown. The Board also 
employs Agricultural Instructors to visit the country districts 
and instruct the peasantry and smaller proprietors in the best 
methods of husbandry, and it offers considerable prizes as 
rewards to successful competitors at the Agricultural Shows. 
There are two more Agricultural Instructors attached to the 
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Education Department who devote their time to the instruction 
of the school children. 


34. The Agricultural Society is an elected body of which th» 
Governor is ex-officio Chairman and which receives a government 
subsidy of £600 per annum. Its membership of 263 comprises 
nearly all the leading planters and others interested in agriculture, 
and 8 subsidiary societies have recently been established in the 
principal country districts. 


35. It is estimated that there are 445,703 acres of land under 
cultivation in Trinidad and Tobago, and 597,637 acres still 
available for cultivation, though as has been stated previously 
their sale has been temporarily suspended during the preliminary 
operations of the oil companies. The areas appropriated for the 
several industries are estimated as under :— 


Sugar... he oe, 45,292 acres. 
Cocoa ina a w= 825,503, 
Coffee oh ene ie 4,120 ,, 
Coconuts ... oh a 24,670 ,, 
Rice me ak mh 13,600 ,, 
Other Produce on na 33,118 ,, 


Land GRANTS. 


36. 274 grants were issued during the year, the area alienated 
being 1,638 acres and 48 village lots. Rural lands are not sold 
in parcels of less than five acres or, except in exceptional cases, 
of more than one hundred acres, and the price is £2 10 0 an 
acre, which includes the cost of survey. When the area of the 
parcel exceeds one hundred acres the price must not be less 
han £5 an acre, unless the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
authorizes a lower rate. 


37. Lands are not granted on terms of deferred payment or on 
payment by instalment, and there is no squatting on Crown 
lands. Occasionally a survey discloses the fact that a proprietor 
has encroached on the adjoining Crown land, but in such cases 
he is made to purchase the land, and to pay for its improved 
value. i 





Forest CONSERVATION. 


38. Since the appointment in 1901 of a Forest Officer 
considerable attention has been paid to the conservation of the 
forests and the development of their resources. There are large 
reserves comprising in the aggregate 285 square miles, 252 
square miles being for the protection of the water supply, 9 square 
miles for the prutection of the cultivation from wind, and 24 
square miles of land of indifferent quality, unfit for ordinary 
agricultural purposes but suitable for the production of fuel and 
timber. 
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39. In these reserves large clearings have been made for 
planting hardwood and other valuable timber. 190 acres have 
up to the present been cleared, and replanted with 51,000 
seedlings of cedar, cyp, balsam, balata, mahogany, camphor, and 
other trees of that description. These plantations will in time 
form an asset of considerable value. 


40. The expenditure of the Forest department in 1912-13 was 
£3,366 and the revenue from the sale of timber £7,344. 


SHIPPING. 


41. The total number of vessels entered and cleared at the 
various ports of entry in the Colony during the year 1912 was 
4,033 with an aggregate registered tonnage of 3,526,354. Of 
these 1,928 were steam vessels with a total tonnage of 3,445,542 
and 2,105 were sailing vessels, whose tonnage amounted to 80,812. 


42, As compared with 1911 there was a decrease of 137 
steamers and 778 sailing vessels entered and cleared. This 
decrease is attributable mainly to the depression in trade caused 
by the severe drought in 1912, and to the fact that fewer vessels 
called for bunker coal. 


43. The following table shews the nationality of the vessels 
entered at the various ports of the colony. 


Number. Nationality. Tonnage. 
897 British ase 1,156,377 
49 French yee 82,801 
AT German ay 81,218 
1 Spanish ses 1,983 
49 United States ... 67,829 
736 Venezuela, be 27,698 
109 Dutch Se 176,156 
65 Norwegian An 57,092 
2 Swedish Oy 4,077 
17 Italian ns 87,486 
1 Austrian ioe 2,640 
40 Danish ues 62,300 
1 ws Greek aed 2,901 

1 wee Belgian ae 1,125 


4 ee Russian ape, 1,201 
The above figures shew that 65°60 per cent. of the import 
trade of the colony is carried in British vessels, 10-00 per cent. 
in Dutch, 4°70 per cent. in French, 4°60 per cent. in German and 
15°10 per cent. in ships belonging to other countries. 
44, The following are the figures with regard to the shipping 
trade for the past five years :— : 


Year Ships. Tons. 

1908-9 ee 4,728 1,987,252 
1909 woe 6,046 2,404,143 
1910 eve 5,234 2,771,364 
1911 one 4,898 3,657,695 
1912 4,033 8,526,354 


45, The coaling trade which had, during the years 1907-8, to 
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1911-12, shewn a steady increase, fell off during the year under 
review. This is accounted for by the fact that fewer vessels from 
South American ports called at the Colony on their way to the 
United States than in the previous year. There are ample facili- 
ties for coaling at Port-of-Spain. 


46. The following figures with regard to the coaling trade of 
the colony are of interest :— 


Year. Number of Steamers. Coal Supplied. 
1907-08 oA 15 16,473 tons. 
1908-09 we 128 22,603 ,, 
1909-10 oo 204 45,859 ,, 
1910-11 on 284. 67,510 ,, 
1911-12 ae 444 100,802 ,, 
1912-18 . 341 84,361 ,, 


47. During the early months of the present year thirteen 
tourist steamers varying in size from 6,000 tons to 16,700 tons 
with some 5,000 passengers on board visited the Colony. Most 
of these however made but a short stay, and the visitors must 
have left again with a very imperfect knowledge of the beauties 
and resources of the Island, which would amply repay a longer 
visit. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


48, Forty-one Ordinances were passed during the year. Many 
of these merely effected unimportant amendments in existing 
laws, and others are of purely local interest. Ordinance No. 24 of 
1912 gives the Governor power in cases where a pensioner has 
deserted his family to make deductions from his pension for 
their maintenance. Ordinance No. 33 of 1912 amends the Oil 
Mining and Refining Ordinance so as to give the Governor power 
to compel the licensee of an oil refinery to work it, and also 
power in the case of war or other emergency to take entire 
control of the refinery. Ordinance No. 58 of 1912 gives effect 
in this Colony to the provisions of the International Opium 
Convention, but it has not yet been brought into operation. 
Ordinance No. 1 of 1913 confirms the Reciprocity Agreement 
between the Colony and Canada under which the United Kingdom 
receives the same advantages as Canada. The Agreement came 
into operation on the 15th May, 1913. - 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 


49. There were 271 elementary schools in existence in the 
Colony on the 31st of March, 1913, 235 in Trinidad and 36 in 
Tobago. The number of Scholars on the rolls was 49,020, 
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21,525 boys and 16,925 girls, and the average attendance was 
7,867. Education in the Elementary Schools is free, but 
attendance is not made compulsory. 


50. 54 of the schools were government schools entirely 
maintained from public funds and under the control of the 
Education Department, and 217 were assisted schools connected 
with the several religious denominations. The attendance in 
these were :— 


No. of Average 

Schools. Boys. Girls. Total. Atten- 

dance. 
Government Schools te 54 6,009 4,561 10,570 5,931 
Roman Catholic - see 82 8,049 7,365 15,414 8,717 
Church of England ,, EA 52 5,257 4,994 10,251 6,186 
Canadian Mission _,, es 59 6,011 2,585 8,546 4,571 
Wesleyan sy ie 12 1,297 1,057 2,854 1,375 
Moravian 3: Ses 12 911 974 1,885 1,087 


The number of scholars on the rolls was less by 477 than 
in 1912, but the average attendance was larger by 52. 


51. The cost of elementary Education in 1912-13 was £53,636, 
made up of £4,165 for the cost of supervision and miscellaneous 
expenses, £12,610 for the goveinment schools, and £36,861 for 
the assisted schovls. The cost per head in the government 
schools is £2 2 6 and in the assisted schools £1 13 7, 


52. In addition to the ordinary subjects of instruction especial 
attention is paid to the teaching of agriculture, and wherever 
possible gardens attached to the schools, the two Instructors of the 
Education department visiting the schoolsfrequently and affurding 
instruction to the pupils. Agricultural shows are held annually 
in the several districts of the Colony at which the schools eagerly 
compete with one another for prizes and medals presented by the 
Board of Agriculture and the Agricultural Society. Hygiene is 
also made a subject of special instruction, and the girls are 
taught both sewing and household management. Arrangements 
have recently been made for courses of lectures to be delivered to 
the teachers at several centres on the teaching of hygiene. 


53. By Ordinance No. 43 of 1912 the teachers in the assisted 
schools arenow granted the same pension rights as the teachers 
in the Government schools. 


Srconpary Envcarion. 


54. Secondary education is provided for boys in the Queen’s 
Royal College and its two affiliated institutions, the St. Mary’s 
College in Port-of-Spain, and the Naparima College in S:n Fer- 
nando. There are 209 students at the Royal College, 275 at the 
St. Mary’s College, and 72 at the Naparima College. 


55. The amount expended on the Royal College in 1912-13 
was £6,477, against which must be taken into account the fees of 
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the students which amounted to £1,981. Included in the expen- 
diture are also certain charges which are shared by the other 
Colleges such as grants to exhibitioners, prizes and examination 
fees, and expenses of the Cadet Corps, &c. The Principal of the 
St. Mary’s College is paid £500 a year and the College is allowed 
a commuted capitation grant of £1,000 a year. The Head Master 
of the Naparima College draws £200 a year and £150 a year is 
paid to the College as a capitation grant. 


56. Three scholarships of the value of £200 a year tenable for 
three years are awarded annually by the Government, and are 
competed for by the three institutions. These scholarships 
enable the exhibitioner to pursue his studies at any 
University in any part of His Majesty’s dominions, or at any 
University outside of His Majesty's dominions approved by the 
College Council, or at any recognized Educational institution or 
college within or without His Majesty’s dominions approved by 
the College Council. Unfortunately the exhibitioners have not 
hitherto availed themselves of the extended privileges given by 
the two last alternatives, and their almost invariable practice has 
been to go to one of the universities in the United Kingdom for 
the purpose of studying law or medicine. 





57. The entries for the last Cambridge Local Examinations, 
by the results of which the scholarships are awarded, were— 


Seniors. Juniors. 
Queen’s Royal College A 27 4 
St. Mary’s College i 38 22 
Naparima College Ae 0 5 


and the results were— 
* 
Queen’s Royal College : 
Cluss Class Class Satis- yy. ¥; 
ie TE Ul. fied. Failed. Absent. 


Seniors ae 6 4 4 10 2 nt 

Juniors oe 4 2 2 13 2 a 
St. Mary’s College : ? 

Seniors oe 9 4 4 15 6 0 

Juniors one 3 0 1 12 3 3 
Naparima College : 

Juniors ace 1 0 0 2 1 1 


Two scholarships were gained by students of the Queen’s Royal 
College, and the other by a student of the St. Mary’s College. 


58. Secondary education is provided for girls by the St. Joseph 
Convent Schon] in Poert-of-Spain, also affiliated to the Queen’s 
Royal College, which has 271 pupils, and receives a Government 
grant of £450 per annum, £200 of which are paid to the 
Principal. A higher class for girls has also been established in 


16 COLONIAL REPORTS-—ANNUAL. 


connection with the Tranquillity Girls School. It has proved such 
a success, that suggestions are at the present time under con- 
sideration for placing it on a more permanent basis. 


InpustRIAL Epvcation. 


59. The Board of Industrial Training, appointed under 
Ordinance No. 14 of 1906, has continued to work with very 
encouraging results. 


60. During the year 11 artisans obtained from the Board of 
Industrial Training, after examination, certificates of efficiency 
in the theory and practice of their trade under Ordinance 5 of 
1911. This is not a large number, but, with the exception of 
the public works of the Government which employs certificated 
artisans wherever practicable, work was slack among’ the 
artisan class and the majority of the best artisans in the 
Colony are already certificated. The work of the Board with 
regard to apprenticeship, however, is now coming to fruition, 
and nine apprentices obtained their artisans’ certificates after 
a fairly searching examination. There is no doubt that the 
discipline and training of apprenticeship, combined with the 
instruction obtained at the Technical classes, is having a most 
salutary effect on the class of artisan now being turned out. 


61. Nominally, there was only an increase of one, ie¢., 112 
to 113, in the number of registered apprentices on the roll, 
but nine passed into the ranks of artisans, while some less 
efficient have only passed either in practice or in theory, and 
others have not yet felt themselves competent to sit for an 
examination, although they have finished their indentures and 
are working as “improvers.” This last class numbers 26, 
and the majority, if not all, will no doubt in time be able to 
satisfy the examiners. Of the 113 apprentices on the roll, 
16 hold Bursaries awarded by the Board of Industrial Train- 
ing, and 5 Trade Exhibitions awarded by the Board of Education. 
The numbers attending the Technical classes regularly show a 
slight increase, the average attendance for the three terms of 
the year being 131. Instruction was still given to Shoeing smiths, 
and there were classes in Practical Workshop Drawing, Engineer- 
ing Workshop Practice, Typography, Bookbinding, Boat and Flat 
Building and Practical Workshop Arithmetic. A new class was 
started in Building Construction and proved one of the mos 
successful on the programme. A class in Tailoring was starte 
duting the year but failed to maintain a satisfactory average 
attendance, and was closed by the Board. As the late Mr. B. H. 
Stephens, a large employer of this class of labour, had guaranteed 
the Board against loss on this class, its failure did not effect the 
Board’s finances. The cost of these classes was £293 agains 
£256 the previous year, the increase being due to the provision 
of advanced classes to meet the increasing capacity of some of 
the students. 
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62. The new Arts and Crafts Workshop that was generously 
built and equipped by Messrs. B. H. and J. W. Stephens, and 
opened during the previous year, has been in continuous use, and 
is proving extremely valuable. 


63. The Government makes a grant to the Board of £650 
a year. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


HosPiva.s. 


64. The Colonial Hospital, Port-of-Spain, with 320 beds is the 
most important in the colony. The number of patients admitted 
at this institution during the year was 6,451, the number dis- 
charged 5,668 and the daily average in hospital 291. The num- 
ber of deaths was 823. Of those discharged, 2,004 were cured, 
3,453 were relieved and 211 were not improved. 

65. At the San Fernando Hospital which has 120 beds, 3,001 
persons were admitted, 2,569 were discharged. The daily average 
in hospital being 102. 

66. District hospitals are also maintained by the Government 
at Tobago, Arima, St. Joseph, Tacarigua, Couva, Princes Town, 
and Cedros with an aggregate accommodation of 246 beds. The 
number of patients in these on the 31st March, 1913, was 182. 


67. In addition there are small temporary hospitals at Cha- 
guanas, Sangre Grande and Mayaro. 


68. There are two hospitals devoted entirely to the treatment 
of persons suffering from yaws, one in Trinidad and the other in 
Tobago. The former has accommodation for 200 patients and 
the latter for 160 patients. The use of salvarsan in the treat- 
ment of this disease continues to give very favourable results the 
numbers in the Trinidad Hospital having been reduced during 
the year from 135 to 32 and those in the Tobago hospital from 
79 to 15. These numbers have, however, again increased, there 
being at the present time 76 cases under treatment in Trinidad 
and 45 in Tobago, but these are due to fresh cases having been 
brought in. 

69. The Lunatic Asylum in Port-of-Spain contained, on 31st 
March, 1913, 672 inmates, 408 males and 264 females, an 
increase of 21—as compared with 1912. The number of 
admissions was 127, the number discharged 48, and the number 
of deaths 64. Of those discharged, 39 were cured, 6 relieved 
and 3 not improved. The average stay of inmates of the 
Asylum was in the case of men 23 ycars and in the case of 
women 44 years. 


70. The Leper Asylum, situated about two miles west of 
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Port-of-Spain, contained at the close of the year 283 inmates, 
202 males and 81 females, a decrease of 2 as compared with 
1911-12. The number of admissions was 96, discharges 59 
and deaths 39. 


PoorHovsss. 


“1. The Houseof Refuge situated in Port-of-Spain, contained, 
on the 31st March, 1912, 424 inmates 257 males and 167 females. 
During.the year 231 persons were admitted, 64 were discharged 
and 162 died. 

72. There are several other institutions devoted to the care 
of the aged and infirm in Port-of-Spain, amongst them the 
Ariapita Asylum, with 60 inmates, kept up by the Town Board, 
and four Almshouses maintained by private subscriptions, with 
111 inmates. 


REFORMATORIES AND InpusTRIAL ScIOOLs. 


73. The Boys’ Refurmatory, Diego Martin, contained, on the 
31st March, 1912, 146 inmates, an increase of 14 on the previous 
year. Fifty were admitted during the year, 35 were discharged 
and one absconded. In addition to the Government grant of 
£2,211 12 8} the institution earned £551 6 6, while the 
expenditure was £2,757 5 4. The Inspector reports that the 
health of the inmates has been good. 

74. The Girls’ Reformatory, Belmont, had, on the 31st March, 
1912, 27 inmates—a decrease of 5. Ten were admitted during 
the year, 13 were discharged and 2 were detained at the Colonial 
Hospital for medical treatment. The revenue for the year 
amounted to £352, of which sum £262 was self-carned. The, 
conduct and health of the girls has been excellent. 


75. The Tacarigua Industrial School, under the management 
of the Church of England, had, on the 31st March, 1912, 177 
inmates. Forty-two were admitted during the year, 9 discharged, 
2 absconded and sent to the Reformatory, 8 died and one 
remained at the District hospital under’ treatment. The Govern- 
ment Grant to the institution amounted to £1,666. The health 
conditions at this Institution were not good, ,and on the advice 
of the Acting Surgeon-General it was fuund necessary to discon- 
tinue admissions for a time, but an improvement having been 
effected these have been now resumed, 


76. The Belmont Industrial School, under the Roman Catholic 
Church, had, at the end of the year, 185 inmates. ‘T'wenty-five 
were admitted during the year, 19 discharged, 1 sent to the 
Reformatory, 1 transferred to the Tacarigua Industrial School, 
1 to the Leper Asylum and 2 died. Of the number discharged 
four (two boys and two girls) were licensed as apprentices under 
Section 17 of Ordinance No. 30. 
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Savines Banks. 


77. There are 15 Savings Banks in the Colony, the head bank 
in Port-of-Spain and fourteen district banks. The number of 
depositors on the 3lst December, 1912, was 23,695, and the 
amount to their credit was £395,504. This shows an increase 
over 1911 of 1,666 depositors and of £26,428 in deposits. 

78. The amount deposited in 1912 was £231,046 (exclusive 
of interest accrued) and £214,463 was withdrawn. 

79. The East Indian dep sitors numbered 10,871 with 
£132,875 to their credit. 

80. The following statement shows the growth of the 
business of the banks :— 


Number of Depositors. Amount. 
1903 aes sae 5,654 £106,769 
1904 ae ae 5,812 108,613 
1905 ase ane 6,092 101,095 
1906 ne ase 5,888 98,403 
1907 os tee 6,861 111,675 
1908 se ae 6,983 115,225 
1909 dee oy 7,553 117,729 
1910 one ae 8,568 124,326 
1911 se ane 9,973 128,091 
1912 i «10,871 132,875 


81. The battens of the bank was evidently influenced by the 
prevailing depression, as in seven of the agricultural districts the 
withdrawals exceeded the deposits, but the. fact that in the aggre- 
gate the deposits as shown above exceeded the withdrawals by 
£ 16,583 is in the circumstances a striking indication of the 
thrift of the people. 


82. Seven Penny Savings Banks and 196 Friendly Societies 
have deposits in the bank. 

83, Among the depositors are 10,723 labourers, 1,560 artisans, 
1,095 domestic servants, and 916 seamstresses. 

84. The Assets of the bank on the 3lst March, 1913, were 
£429,026 and its Liabilities £423,091. 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 





CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


85. The total number of offences reported to the Constabulary 
during the year 1912-13 was 21,035, as against 19,880, during 
the previous year, an increase of 1,155. 

86. 27,533 persons were brought before the Magistrate under 
warrant or summons during the year, as compared with 25,172 
in 1911-12 and 23,787 in 1910-11, an increase of 2,361 and 
3,746 respectively. 
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87. Of the above 5,854 were discharged for want of prosecu- 
tion, 3,332 were discharged on the merits of the case, 18,071 
were summarily convicted and 276 committed for trial by the 
Supreme Court. 


88. The number of summary convictions, 18,071, was 1,113 
more than in 1911-12. Of these, 2,424 were for offences against 
the person, 55 malicious injury to property, 204 predial larceny, 
1,364 offences against property, other than malicious injury to 
property and pradial larceny, 6,883 offences against revenue 
laws, municipal, road, and other laws relating to social economy, 
2,675 offences against Master and Servants Acts, including acts 
relating to Indentured Coolies, and 4,516 for other offences. 


89. In the Supreme Court 219 persons were charged on indict- 
ment or information, of whom 140 were convicted. Six persons 
were convicted of murder, 4 of manslaughter, 10 of attempted 
murder, 1 of rape, 1 of an unnatural crime, 33 of offences against 
property with violence to the person, 17 of other offences against 
preperty, 53 of other offences against the person and 6 of miscel- 
laneous offences. 


As compared with 1911-12 there were 15 fewer indictments 
and 10 fewer convictions. 


PRISONS. 


90. The total number of persons committed to prison during 
the year was 5,675 as compared with 4,433 in 1911-12 and 4,780 
in 1910-11. Of this number 4,908 were males (including 34 
juveniles) and 767 females (including 15 juveniles). 

91. The daily average number of prisoners in gaol was 669.93 
males and 49:04 females. There was a daily average of 29:89 
males and 51 females on the sick list. There were 20 deaths 
during the year, all of whom were males. Of this number 5 
were judicially exccuted. 


92. The total cost of the prison administration during the year 
including supplies to District Prisons, was £12,974 as compared 
with £11,993 in 1911-12, an increase of £981, and the estimated 
earnings of prisoners was £8,912, an increase of £1,606 over 
1911-12. 

93. Educational instruction is given to prisoners under sen- 
tence of a year or more by the teacher who attends at the Royal 
Gaol on three evenings in each week. Instruction is also given 
by certain Warders at the Convict Prison, Carrera Island. 


94. The number of prisoners committed to prison during 
1912-13 exceeded the average of the last ten years by 545, and 
both the Inspector of Prisons and the Superintendent of Prisons 
in their annual reports have drawn attention to the fact that 
crime, especially offences against the person and against property, 
is on the increase, and suggest the necessity for more drastic 
sentences and the more frequent infliction of corporal punishment. 
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The following table shows the numbers committed during the 
last ten years :— 


Offences Offences 


against the against Other Total. 
person. property. offences. 

1903-4 oa 398 655 2,576 8,629 
1904-5 on 455 689 2,811 3,955 
1905-6 ose 428 636 2,510 8,574 
1906-7 “ee 452 812 2,715 3,979 
1907-8 on 430 881 2,720 4,081 
1908-9 oa 626 641 2,137 3,404 
1909-10 ane 649 777 1,754 3,180 
1910-11 ie 845 701 1,924 3,470 
1911-12 tee 760 794 1,517 8,071 
1912-18 on 496 944 2,467 3,907 


95. Special measures are taken for the custody and treatment 
of juvenile offenders, and a part of the Port-vf-Spain prison has 
been adapted for the reception of first offenders of this class in 
which they are entirely secluded from the rest of the inmates. 
Probation officers have recently been appointed to carry out the 
provisions of the Probation of First Offenders Ordinance, and 
twenty-six cases, 25 males and 1 female, were dealt with by them 
in most instances with very satisfactory results. The Superin- 
tendent of Prisons points out however that 259 first offenders 
under the age of twenty-one were committed during the year, 
and he urges the magistrates to make greater use of the Ordinance 
in question. 





96. It is a satisfactory feature of the returns that the number 
of commitments for breaches of the Immigration law was 328 
below the average of the previous ten years, and also that the 
nunber of habitual male offenders was 104 less than the average, 
though the habitual female offenders were 17 above the average. 
The Inspector of Prisons attributes the decrease in the number of 
males to the fact that they have to labour in separate confinement. 








VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 


PopuULATION. 


97. The results of the Census taken on the 2nd April, 1911, 
were published on the 31st December, 1912, and disclosed the 
fact that the Registrar-General’s estimate of the population on 
that date had been 34,462 too large. 

98. The population on the 2nd April, 1911, was 333,552 
persons, showing an increase over 1901 of 59,653. Of this 
population Trinidad contained 312,790 persons and Tobago 
20,762. 
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99. There were 174,349 males and 159,203 females, an excess 
of 15,146 males, but this is entirely attributable to Indian 
immigration. If these immigrants are eliminated the rest of the 
population show an excess of 1,523 females. The population 
per 1,000 of females to males was in 1881—829, in 1891—815, 
in 1901—878, and in 1911—913. 


100. The population of Port-of-Spain, the chief town, was 





59,796 ; an increase of 5,606 in the decade. The population of 

the other principal towns and villages was, 
San Fernando ... 8,667 shewing an increase of 1,054 
Arima oes «.. 4,020 7 a decrease ,, 56 
Tunapuna ... we 5,644 fe an increase ,, 101 
Peru oF we 5,248 . of » 1,025 
Princes Town a. 4,488 * a decrease ,, 59 
Sangre Grande we 2,615 oY an increase ,, 1,021 
Couva ee we 2,285 ee adecrease ,, 804 
St. Joseph... we. 2,268 43 ‘ » 161 
St. Mary’s, Tacarigua ... 2,051 Hy an increase ,, 1,030 
Arouca ave oe) SE a adecrease ,, 170 
La Brea wee 1,614 ey a » 178 


Scarborough in Tobago has a population of 729, and Roxborough 
in the same island 1,194. 


101. The returns showed 58,832 married and 274,720 
unmarried, but here of course the presence of a large Indian 
section of the community renders any comparison with other 
British Colonies misleading. 





102, The sh subjects in the Colony was 
324,750, comprising 225,064 natives of Trinidad and Tobago, 
50,585 Hast Indians, 47,802 persons from other British West Indian 
Colonies, and 1,299 from the United Kingdom and other parts of 
the Empire. Included among the remaining 8,802 were 3,710 
Venezuelans, 1,421 from the Foreign West Indies, 1,113 Chinese, 
708 Portuguese, and 238 from the United States of America. 


103. The number of East Indians including those born in the 
Colony of Indian parents was i10,120. Of these 50,585 were 
born in India and 59,535 in the Colony. To these latter must 
be added 662 from the other British West Indies. 


104. ‘The following. table shows the occupations of the popu- 
lation as compared with 1901. 


Percent.of Per cent. of 
Occupa- Totalin 1901. Totalin i911, total popula- total popula- 


tions. tion in 1901. tionin 1911. 
Official as 2,479 2,071 ‘91 68 
Professional ... 2,379 3,280 “87 98 





Commercial ... 5,802 7,039 2°12 211 
Domestic : 36,569 50,174 13°35 15°04 
Industrial —.. 49,082 55,3828 17°92 16°59 
Agricultural .. 77,480 97,121 28°29 29°12 
Children ens 94,2383 112,385 34-40 83°69 


General and 
Indefinite ... 5,875 5,954 214 1:79 
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105. The number of women employed was 101,379, engaged 
in the following occupations :— 





Official ae Be BS 336 
Professional ... : 1,190 
Commercial oe 873 
Domestic wale nee fee we 46,5385 
Industrial... one wee ++» 21,409 
Agricultural ... ts ue 31,036 


Included under the heading of “ domestic” is ee the 
large number of women who perform their own household duties. 


106. The number of children attending school was 52,273 and 
of those not attending school 60, 112, but the latter figures include 
all the infants. 


107, The Census showed that there were in the colony 231,817 
christians, 101,310 non-christians, and 425 persons whose religion 
was not described. The christians belonged to the following 
denominations :— 





Roman Catholic ae Se + 106,118 
Church of England... sie «+ 90,045 
Wesleyans .. wee #86 we 12,883 
Presbyterians tiie ae ay 8,562 
Baptists es) eee a ee, 5,562 
Moravians ... 3 ee 7,069 
Seventh Day ‘Adventists is ay 886 
Other denominations ... 1,197 
The non-christians were classified as under— 
Hindus wie ae oe vee 85,087 
Mahomeda: ae at 14,957 
Buddhists is “es 428 
Parsees een oes ree: eee 598 
Others ote one os ise 240 


108. The number of persons able to read and write was 
139,053, of those able to read only 15,205, and there were 
179,294 illiterate persons, the greiter number of the Hast Indian 
immigrants being included in this class. 


109. The infirm population numbered 2,645 or 7-92 per cent. 
of the whole. It consisted of 811 deaf and dumb persons, 533 
blind, 952 mentally deranged, and 349 lepers. 


110. An attempt was made to arrive at the quantity of live 
stock in the Colony, but the result is probably very misleading, 
the actual numbers being no doubt much in excess of those 
given. It showed that “there were 5,577 horses, 4,113 mules, 
6, 758 asses, 17,474 cattle, 1,580 sheep, 7,970 goats, and 
8,399 pigs. 


111. The statistics of the year 1912-13 show that there were 
11,711 births and 10,295 deaths, giving a natural increase of 
1,416. The population on the 31st March, 1913, an estimate of 
which has now been made on more careful lines, was calculated 
to be 315,397. There were 1,265 marriages registered during 
the year, 
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VII—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


112. The health of the Island during the year was geod. 
Unfortunately during the months of March and April, 1912, 
six cases of bubonic plague occurred, and were attended with 
the usual injurious effect on trade, but the energetic precautions 
of the Sanitary Department prevented any spread of the disease, 
and no case has occurred since the 25th April, 1912. A vigorous 
campaign is still carried on against rats, large numbers of which 
are killed and bacteriologically examined, but as these show no 
signs of plague there is reason to hope that the Sanitary 
precautions taken, which meanwhile are unabated, may haye 
resulted in the extermination of the disease. 


118. A serious outbreak of dysentery unfortunately occurred 
in Tobago which rendered necessary a special vote for additional 
medical aid and other assistance. ‘The epidemic lasted from 
June to December, 1912, during which period there were 3,179 
cases and 466 deaths. The outbreak is attributable to a defective 
water supply, and to the want of proper sanitary supervision, 
and measures are being taken to deal with the recommendations 
of the Medical Authorities under these heads. 


114. Progress has been made during the year towards the 
completion of the two lines of Railway Extension, the one to 
Rio Claro 13 miles, and the other to Siparia 16 miles. The 
latter line was opened by the Governor on the 14th November, 
1918, and it is expected that the extension to Rio Claro will also 
shortly be available for traffic. 


115. A very important and successful conference assembled 
here in March, 1913, to consider the desirability of adopting 
general measures for the prevention and treatment of tuberculosis, 
an increasingly prevalent disease in the West Indian Colonies. 
This was the first conference of its kind in the West Indies, and 
much interest was taken in its proceedings, delegates attending 
from England, Barbados, Bermuda, British Guiana, Colombia, 
Imperial Department of Agriculture, Jamaica, Leeward Islands, 
Martinique, Porto Rico, Suriname, and the Windward Islands. 
Proposals for carrying out in this colony the measures advocated 
at this conference are now under the consideration of the 
Legislature. 


116. Another interesting event was the visit of Princess Marie 
Louise of Schleswig Holstein. Her Highness was the bearer of 
a personal message from the King to his subjects in the West 
Indies, which was received with much loyal enthusiasm. 


117. In addition to, perhaps in consequence of, the prolonged 
drought the sugar cane cultivation suffered severely from the 
ravages of the frog-hopper, an insect pest which at times does 
much damage to the canes. So serious was the damage on this 
occasion that the Sugar Estate proprietors offered to share with 
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the Government the expense of securing an Expert Entomologist 
to advise what remedial measure should be taken, and during the 
last twelve months the expert selected, Mr. J.C. Kershaw, has 
been pursuing his investigations. 

118. The year 1912-1913 can hardly be recorded as having 
been a prosperous one. Apart from the drought from the 
effect of which the peasant proprietors and labouring classes 
suffered considerably, there was a large increase in the price 
of imported food-stuffs, due to industrial troubles in other places. 
There does not appear to be much hope of these abating, and 
the result will probably be as far as this Colony is concerned, 
that the consumption of these articles will gradually be 
discontinued in favour of local products. 


119, It is pleasant to be able to record at the time of writing 
this report that conditions have much improved, and that there is 
promise of an abundant harvest of both cocoa and sugar. 


120. Plans of the Islands of Trinidad and Tobago are 
attached. 


8. W. KNAGGS, 
TRINIDAD, Colonial Secretary. 
30th November, 1913. 
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LEEWARD ISLANDS. 


(For Report for 1911-12, see No. 749.) 


THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 


12th January, 1914. 
Str, ; 
I have the honour to transmit herewith a Report on the Blue Book 
of this Colony for the financial year 1912-13, prepared by the Colonial 
Secretary, Mr. T. A. V. Best. 


2. The figures shown in the financial returns indicate in most cases 
a satisfactory position, and the small decrease in revenue, as compared 
with the statistics of 1911-12, is merely due to the fact that a con- 
siderable quantity of cotton belonging to the Virgin Islands Govern- 
ment was not sold before the close of the financial year of account. 


3. The aggregate expenditure of the Colony was slightly larger 
than that of the previous year, and the increase is attributable to the 
execution of certain public works in St. Kitts and Montserrat, the cost 
of which was defrayed from the surplus funds of those Presidencies. 


4. The surplus assets of the Colony were increased by nearly £10,000 
during the year, and the accumulations of the five Presidencies now 
amount to the respectable total of £80,953. 


5. The net public debt, after deduction of sinking funds, stands at 
£180,000, and only represents an indebtedness of £1 8s. 4d. per head of 
population. Such a rate must be one of the lowest in the Empire. 





6. The year 1912-13 was not a favourable one for trade in general. 
The total value of imports and exports only amounted to £1,162,035, 
as compared with £1,235,158 in the preceding year. Dominica was 
the only island which resisted the decline. 


7. There was a notable decrease in the value of imports from the 
United Kingdom, but this was due to the abnormal quantity and value 
of machinery imported into St. Kitts in 1911 in connection with the 
Basseterre Sugar Factory. Generally speaking, the trade between 
these islands and the mother country is keeping pace with extensions 
of commerce in other directions. 

a2 
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8. Owing to a distressing degree of drought, the cane crop in Antigua 
and St. Kitts was very short. Cotton also did not do very well, and 
the value of lint shipped in 1912 was worth only £70,123, as compared 
with £103,890 in 1911. I am glad to say that the prospects for the 
current year are much brighter. 


9. Dominica showed a record production of lime-juice, and the 
island continues to present a very satisfactory degree of progress in 
agricultural development. There are excellent opportunities for the 
profitable investment of capital in Dominica, and the important 
programme of road-construction which is about to be put into exe- 
cution will do much to encourage enterprise. 


10. St. Kitts, Nevis, Montserrat and the Virgin Islands maintained 
a satisfactory level of prosperity, and the year was marked by no 
unusual developments in those Presidencies. 


11. The year under review was, fortunately, free from all atmo- 
spheric disturbances, and was only marred by an inadequate rainfall. 
The general health of the population was good, though much still 
remains to be done for the improvement of sanitary conditions among 
the labouring classes. The preponderance of females is very marked 
in all the islands, the males numbering only 55,000 as compared with 
72,000 of the other sex. There were no political disturbances of any 
kind and a gradual improvement in social conditions is noticeable 
in most directions. 

I have, etc., 


H. Hesxetu Bett, 
Governor. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE LEEWARD ISLANDS. 
FOR THE YEAR 1912-13. 


1.—FINANCIAL. 


1. The aggregate revenue of the various Presidencies constituting 
the Colony of the Leeward Islands during the financial year ended the 
31st March, 1913, (exclusive of grants in aid of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment from the Imperial Government, amounting to £948 10s.) was 
£172,480 Os. 84d., showing a decrease of £2,338 3s. 2d. in comparison 
with the revenue for the year 1911—12. 


2. The following table shows the amount of revenue collected in 
each Presidency (exclusive of Imperial grants in aid of the Agricultural 
Department) during the last five years, as also the increase or decrease 
as compared with 1911-12 :— 





| : | Increase! Decrease 
Presidency. | 1908-9 }1909-10,1910-11/1911-12:1912~13, 1912-13 / 1912-13 
| | | over under 

1911-12} 1911-12 


£ | £ 








£ Mase £ £ £ 
Antigua ..| 51,502] 48,583 | 52,326 | 52,292 | 53,490 | 1,198 _— 
St. Kitts- | | 

Nevis ..! 47,133] 47,343 | 52,748 | 58,002 | 57,078 _ 924 

Dominica ..! 40,500} 38,937 | 41,473 | 43,719 | 45,185 | 1,466 —_ 
Monier 10,950} 10,612 | 12,262 | 12,945 | 11,932 —_ 1,013 

irgin 

Islands..| 4,248] 4,195 | 5,566 | 7,860 | 4,795 = 3,065 


| ' 
|149,670 |164,375 174,818 |172,480 | £2,664 £5,002 




















Total... £/154,333 
| 
| 





3. The Imperial grants in aid of the Agricultural Department were 
as follows :— 


' £. <s.. od. 

Antigua... ee os 3 Fe 373 10 0 
St. Kitts-Nevis .. ae as £3 150 0 0 
Dominica .. aC ae +f of 115 0 0 
Montserrat .. oe ore Ee =e 150 0 0 
Virgin Islands oe 3 ae a 160 0 0 
Total .. -- £94810 0 


4. The following is a return showing the number of licences issued 
in the Leeward Islands in 1912 for the sale of intoxicating liquors, 
and the revenue derived therefrom :— 


No. of Revenue. 
Presidency. Licences. £ os. da. 
Antigua ws a ss 23 850 0 0 
St. Kitts-Nevis be “a 51 1,734 0 0 
Dominica Bs af we 118 1,116 0 0 
Montserrat .. te be 51 198 15 0 
Virgin Islands be ie 13 29 0 0 
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5. The aggregate expenditure for the year 1912-13 (exclusive of that 
in respect of the Agricultural Department from Imperial grants in 
aid) was £162,266 15s. 8hd., as against £158,924 14s. 8d. for the year 
1911-12, showing an increase of £3,342 1s. 04d. 


6. The expenditure of each Presidency during the last five years 
is shown on the following table, as is also the increase or decrease as 
compared with 1911-12 :— 
































| 
| | | | Increase | Decrease 
| | 1912-13 | 1912-13 
Presidency. | 1908-9 | 1909-10, 1910-11! 1911-12 1912-13) over | under 
; | 1911-12 | 1911-12 
ee aliaes a 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Antigua. .| 49, 964 49,2044] 53,495 | 53,652 | 53,193 | = — 459 
St. Kitts. | | 
Nevis . .| 45,722 | 47,932 | 49,872 | 50,737 | 53,415 | 2,678 | — 
Dominica ..| 36,541 | 41,276 | 39,050 | 38,399 | 40,123 1,724 | — 
Montserrat ..| 9,296} 7,807§| 11,366 | 10,030 | 10,556 | 526 —_ 
VirginIslands| 4,693 | 3,687 | 5,480 | 6,107 | 4,980 _ 1,127 
Total .. £146,216 |149,906 |159,263 168,926 621,267 4,928 | 1,586 
i | 
+ Included £1,542 repayment of loans. 
t Included £500 repayment of loans. 
§ Included £500 repayment of loans. 
7. The expenditure from Imperial funds on the Agricultural Depart- 


ment was as follows :— 


£os 6d. 

Antigua .. 385 1 9 
St. Kitts-Nevis 93 7 0 
Dominica .. 181 4 7 
Montserrat 17919 4 
Virgin Islands 232 16 7 
Total .. £1,072 9 3 


8. The surplus of assets over liab. 
amounted to £80,953 9s. 7d., which w: 


Antigua* .. 
St. Kitts-Nevis 
Dominica 
Montserrat. 
Virgin Islands 


ilities on the 31st March, 1913, 
as made up as follows :— 


fos “82 od. 
5,877 14 04 
30,297 10 6 
28,166 5 3 
14,844 18 04 
1,767 1 9 


9. The assets and liabilities of the Colony on the 31st March, 1913, as 
compared with the assets and liabilities on the 31st March, 1912, are. 


shown below :— 





for excess of grants made in 1907. | 


*Exclusive of a floating liability of £750 due to the Imperial Treasury 
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1911-12. 1912-13. 
£ £ s. d. 
Assets .. of fe 80,521 91,807 10 8} 
Liabilities a on 9,782 10,854 1 13 
Surplus of Assets . . £70,739 £80,953 9 7 


The surplus of assets for the Island of Barbuda amounted to 
£1,478 1s. 4d. 

10. The public debt of the Colony, secured on the general revenues 
of the Presidencies, amounts to £266,850. 

11. The following table shows the amount of the loans raised, and 
the sums standing to the credit of the sinking funds at the 31st March, 
1913 :— 

Total amount of Amount to credit 








Presidency. loans raised. of Sinking Fund. 

£ So. vat 

Antigua i ee 123,500 42,920 13 7 
St. Kitts-Nevis ae 67,250 20,395 16 6 
Dominica Se re 65,000 20,514 2 3 
Montserrat .. He 11,100 , 3,033 9 7 
Total .. £266,850 £86,864 1 11 

Municipa.ities. 


12. The Government of the City of Saint John, Antigua, is vested 
in five Commissioners, under the control of the Governor in Executive 
Council. Two of the Commissioners must be persons not holding any 
office of emolument under the Crown. 

There is also a Town Committee in Basseterre, St. Kitts, and a Town 
Board in Roseau, Dominica. 


Il—TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 


13. The total value of imports for the Colony of the Leeward Islands 
for the year 1912, exclusive of internal trade between the Presidencies, 
amounted to £617,332, as against £688,689 in 1911, being a decrease of 
£71,357. 

14. The total value of the exports, exclusive of internal trade, was 
£544,703, as against £546,469 in 1911, showing a decrease of £1,766. 

15. The following tables exhibit the value of the imports and exports 
during the last five years, exclusive of internal trade :— 














a | Beater 

ls | 
Year. | Antigua | Nevis. 'D ominica.| bene | wen Total 

| | 
| 
mre de alee nee, erat taag thee 
1908 | 175,587 | 184,002 | 150,651 | 28,195 8,315 | 546,750 
1909 | 139,496 | 171,939 | 124,685 | 27,524 | 7,382 | 471,026 
1910 | 170,033 | 192,541 | 140,925 | 29,718 | 8,496 | 541,713 
1911 | 181,331 | 302,865 | 161,101 | 34,166 | 9,226 | 688,689 
1912 168,274 | 31492 | 10,153 | 617,332 
i i 


252,637 | 154,776 
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Exports. 
. Kitts- Rees Mont- irgi 
Year. | Antigua. pte (Dominica.| Mont eee Total. 
—— eels 2 
£ £ £ ge eck £ 
1908 179,106 | 180,539 | 109,393 41,434 | 6,995 517,467 
1909 114,122 | 172,659 | 100,018 26,550 | 7,451 420,800 
1910 196,184 | 195,506 | 109,529} 30,003 | 6,610 | 537,832 
1911 161,064 | 203,166 | 122,365 51,198 8,676 546,469 
1912 164,968 | 187,961 | 147,962 36,594 | 7,218 544,703 
! ! | 











/ ] 


aos | ; aes 
Year. | Antigua. Betts ‘Dominica.| Mont: | Nein: Total. 





£ £ a ae eee £ 
1908 | 354,693 | 364,541 | 260,044 | 69,629 | 15,310 | 1,064,217 


1909 253,618 | 344,598 | 224,703 54,074 14,833 891,826 
1910 366,217 | 388,047 | 250,454 59,721 15,106 | 1,079,545 
1911 | 342,395 | 506,031 | 283,466 85,364 1,235,158 





1912 333,242 | 440,598 302,738 | 68,086 


17,371 | 1,162,035 





a 
S 
© 
Ss 
x) 





Imports. 


16. The following table exhibits the value of the imports for each 
of the last five years, distinguishing the countries whence the imports 
came, and showing the increase or decrease in 1912, as compared 
with 1911 :-— 





Incr. | Deer. 
Country whence | y99g, | 1909. | 1910. | 1911. | 1912, | 1912 | 1912 





Imported. | } over | under 
| | 1911. | 1911. 
earl 
£ Ea £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom |225,773)183,426;229, 193\334,945/252,088| — | 82,857 
British Colonies. . | 99,976] 81,608/102,738/122,330|113,483| — 8,847 


United States of i | 
America. . |201,350/190,107/191,148/208,253/220,016| 11,763) — 

Other Foreign 
Countries. . | 19,651} 15,885! 18,634] 23,161) 31,745] 8,584) — 





Total... £ |546,750/471,026541,713'688,6891617,332) 20,347} 91,704 
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Exports. 


17. The value of the exports during each of the last five years, 
distinguishing the countries to which the exports were sent, and showing 
the increase or decrease in 1912, as compared with 1911, is shown in 
the following tables :-— 


: l Incr. | Deer. 
Countries to 1998. , 1909. | 1910. | 1911. | 1912, | 1912 | 1912 











which exported. 1 over | under 
1911 1911 
£ £ £ Ee A ale £ £ 
United Kingdom ,159,161,147,318 188,984|217,696/240,635| 22,939} — 
British Colonies. . 261,529 202,086 271,020|239,649/215,359) — 24,290 
United States : 
of America) 72,245 38,287 43,462) 69,974) 57,611] — 12,363 


Other Foreign 
Countries 24,532, 33,109 34,366) 19,150) 31,098} 11,948) — 
i 








Total . . 517,467 420,800 537,832/546,469/544,703 34,887| 36,653 

















18. The value of the trade between the Presidencies for the years 
1908 to 1912 was as under :— 


Year. Value. 
£ 
1908 “2 Ls oe se 20,843 
1909 Re as ag cS 35,295 
1910 : ae ss o3 45,636 
» 1911 = ~ cS Es 45,010 
1912 a a ue es 42,034 
Suaar. 


19. The quantity of sugar exported from each Presidency during 
the years 1907 to 1912 is shown below :— 

















Presidency. a 1907 1908. oe. | 1909. | 1910. 1911. | 1912. 
i Tons. | Tons. Tons. | Tons. | Tons. | Tons. 
Antigua .. bile 13,972 | | 12,501 | 8,619 | 13,488 | 11,025 | 11,639 
St. Kitts-Nevis .. | 14,132 ; 10,986 | 11,621 ; 12,330 | 11,130 | 10,554 
Dominica Roars 107 24 
Montserrat Bie 207 | 60 38° 190 733 104 
Virgin Islands .. | 1 Hh | | 
: { 
[ jeter | i ; 
Total .. | 28,419 | 23,572 | 20,278 | 26,008 | 22,228} 22,297 
I 








Corton. 


20. The following is a return of cotton exported from the Presi- 
dencies of Antigua (including Barbuda), St. Kitts-Nevis (including 
Anguilla), Montserrat, and the Virgin Islands, during the years 
1908-12. 
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ManvFActuRES, MINES, AND FISHERIES. 

21. Sugar is the principal manufacture in the Presidencies of Antigua 
and St. Kitts-Nevis. In St. Kitts the distilling of rum is of some 
importance. 

The staple in Dominica and Montserrat is lime juice. The pro- 
duction of citrate of lime in those islands is being developed. There 
is a sulphur mine at Soufriére, in Dominica, but it is not worked at 
present. Phosphate of lime is found in Barbuda, and phosphate of 
alumina in Redonda. 

22. There is no recognised fishing industry in the Colony. Fish are 
caught for local consumption only, except in the Virgin Islands, 
whence large quantities are exported to the neighbouring Danish 
island of St. Thomas. 

The principal fish caught are :—kingfish, barracouta, margate, 
snapper and cavally. Lobsters are also plentiful. 

Sea fishing with rod and reel, as a pastime, has been introduced 
with considerable success, especially in the waters of Antigua. A 
spoon-bait is most generally used. Many tarpon have been taken by 
rod and reel off Barbuda. 

-Lanp Grants AND GENERAL VaLuE or Lanp. 

28. The value of land in the Colony varies in accordance with its 
suitability for the cultivation of sugar-cane or other products. In 
Dominica, Crown lands can be purchased at 10s. an acre. In Antigua 
and St. Kitts the value of good cane-growing land varies from £4 to 
£8 an acre. 

In Antigua there are over 2,000 acres of land at Piccadilly, Red Hill, 
and the Ridge, on which there is much valuable timber. In the event 
of the erection of a sugar factory in that district, favourable sections of 
these lands will doubtless be taken up for the cultivation of sugar-cane. 

SHIPPING. 

29. Comparing the figures with those for the year 1911, there was 
a decrease of 206,668 tons in steam vessels and an increase of 10,066 
tons in sailing vessels entered and cleared at the various ports of the 
Colony during the year 1912. 

The following table shows the total tonnage of vessels entered and 
cleared in each Presidency during each of the last five years, including 
both steam and sailing vessels, and the increase or decrease in 1912, 
as compared with 1911 :— 


i 


hr. ee 
i Incr. | Deer. 











Presidency, 1908. | 1909. , 1910. | 1911. | 1912, | 1912) 1912 
| | over | under 
| | | 1911. | 1911. 
Tons. | Tons. | Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons., Tons. 
Antigua ..! 722,862 643,966 644,705 679,048 653,355) — 25,693 
St. Kitts-- 638,961! 593,942 625,636 685,852 684,455 — | 1,397 
Nevis ..; : i ' 
Dominica | 746,640 715,227 694,985 642,809 578,892 — 63,917 
Montserrat) 384,472, 362,158 360,226 359,554 253,523 — /106,031 
Virgin | | | | | 
Islands 14,422 12,853 12,770 12,631 18,067, 436 | — 
| : ' | 
|p ere 
Total . +/2,507,357 2,326,146 2,338,322 2,379,894 2,183,292 436 |197,038 
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* AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES DuRING 1912, In ANTIGUA, 
Sr. Kirrs-Nevis, MonrserRAT AND THE VirGiN IsLaNDs. 


Sugar.—The year 1911 was another year of dry weather and resulted 
in short crops in both Antigua and St. Kitts. Fortunately sugar 
prices remained at a fairly satisfactory level, which served to mitigate 
to some extent the effects of the unfavourable seasonal conditions. 

For the year 1912, the exports of sugar from Antigua amounted to 
11,690 tons, of which 7,503 were 96° crystal sugar, and 4,187 tons 
were muscovado. 

In St. Kitts-Nevis, the exports of sugar for the crop, amounted to 
10,285 tons, of which 3,866 tons were 96° crystals and 6,419 tons 
muscovado. 

The marked increase in the export of grey crystal sugar from St. 
Kitts is due to the working of the St. Kitts Sugar Factory, which took 
off its first crop during 1912. 

It is worthy of note that the year under review is the first in which 
grey crystal sugar has constituted more than Half of the total sugar 
output of the Leeward Islands Colony. 

During the crop the Antigua Sugar Factory manufactured 6,235 
tons of sugar and crushed 59,371 tons of cane, thus taking 9°6 tons of 
cane to make one ton of sugar. On account of the unfavourable 
season, the quality of cane handled was poor. The shortage of water 
encountered during the previous crop was met by increasing the capacity 
of the reservoir attached to the factory. In consequence of this, it 
was possible to take off the crop without serious inconvenience by 
reason of water shortage, in spite of the continued dry weather ex- 
perienced during the reaping of the crop. During the year 2,664 tons 
of peasants’ canes were purchased. 

The first year’s work of the St. Kitts Factory resulted in the pro- 
duction of 3,660 tons of grey crystal sugar ; 35,439 tons of cane being 
crushed to produce this. Owing to the dry character of the previous 
season, poor yields of cane were obtained in the districts tapped by 
the factory, while in quality the canes were indifferent. 

Work was further handicapped by labour difficulties, partly due to 
changes in the method of payment for reaping canes consequent to 
the erection of the factory. 

During the months of May to August exceptionally dry weather was 
experienced throughout the Colony, especially in Antigua. Well 
distributed rains in the latter months of the year served to ameliorate 
conditions to a considerable extent, notably in St. Kitts, in which 
island the prospects were for a fairly good sugar crop in 1913. 


Cotton.—The exports of cotton for the three crop years 1909-10, 
1910-11, and 1911-12, are given below. 








1909-10. 1910-11. 1911-lz. 
Antigua and Barbuda 59,960 Ibs. 96,992 Ibs. 80,910 Ibs. 
St. Kitts ag .. 231,150 ,, 329,322 ,, 332,168 ,, 
Nevis... a .. 129,963 ,, 343,395 _,, 165,329 ,, 
Anguilla Se .. 48,400 ,, 148,595 ,, 97,142 ,,- 
Montserrat rca .. 202,542 ,, 402,666 ,, 346,568 ,, 
Virgin Islands . . 23,139 ,, 50,337 ,, 51,677 ,, 





*By H. A. Tempany, Esq., B.Sc, F.LC., F.C.8., Superintendent of 
Agriculture, Leeward Islands. 
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It will be seen that the exports for 1911-12 are below those for 
1910-11, but exceed those of 1909-10. On the whole, the season 
must be described as moderately satisfactory. 


The growing season of 1912 was extremely unpropitious in the 
earlier months, but the favourable rains of the latter months of the 
year served to bring about a greatly improved state of affairs. The 
year was remarkable for the very severe attacks of cotton caterpillars 
experienced during the months of October and November; in most 
places the attacks were adequately controlled, but some damage on 
this account was sustained by peasant cotton-growers in Nevis and 
the Virgin Islands. To obviate a recurrence of this, steps have been 
taken to provide adequate supplies of insecticides for the use of peasant 
growers in Nevis, Montserrat and the Virgin Islands. 


On the whole, this industry appears to have settled down to a posi- 
tion of stability, and it is not anticipated that any great expansion 
is likely to occur in the near future. An exception to this however is 
seen in the case of Antigua, where a notable revival of confidence 
and expansion of the industry has been witnessed during the past 
few years. 


Limes... Lime plantations in Montserrat continued to suffer from 
the attacks of scale insects and other plant diseases. During the year 
much attention was devoted to the subject by officers of the Agri- 
cultural Department, but so far no great amount of success has 
attended efforts to find a palliative. Evidence exists to show that the 
trouble is complex in character and has probably been greatly aggra- 
vated by a succession of unfavourable seasons and climatic conditions. 
The total exports of lime products from Montserrat during 1912 were 
valued at £9,370, and consisted of raw and concentrated lime juice, 
green limes, citrate of lime, and essential oil. 


Interest in limes increased in Antigua during the year, and further 
considerable extensions of the area planted took place, mainly in the 
southern districts of the island. The exports of lime products from 
Antigua during 1912 were valued at £1,209. 


Some interest continues to be shown in lime growing in Nevis and 
efforts were continued to foster their cultivation by the peasantry 
of Tortola. 


Coconuts.—The cultivation of coconuts continues to increase in 
almost all the Presidencies of the Colony. The pioneer plantation 
at Pinney’s Estate, in Nevis, gave its first return during the year.% In 
Antigua the earlier plantations have continued to make a satisfactory 
growth and further areas have been planted ; a considerable area was 
also planted in Barbuda. An attempt is being made to encourage the 
industry in the Virgin Islands. 


OrHer Minor Invustrigs. 

The growing of onions for export constitutes a minor industry of 
some importance in Antigua, while some attention continues to be 
directed towards the cultivation on a small scale of vanilla and cacao 
in certain districts in Dominica, St. Kitts, Nevis and Montserrat. 
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* AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES IN DoMINICA FOR THE 
Year 1912. 


Limes.—The lime crop for the past five years, calculated in barrels 
of fruit, is recorded below :— 


Barrels. 
1908 28 in oa a a 277,000 
1909 . Be an she a 284,000 
1910 a ee abs Ms es 369,000 
1911 eee me ie as Bed 355,000 
1912 ae E 370,000 


It may be pointed out that adherence to the calendar year as the 
export year is not satisfactory. For instance, the increase in the crop 
of 1912 was largely due to the considerable carry-over from the 1911 
crop, and not altogether to increased yields during 1912. 

The rainfall during 1912 was considerably below the average, a 
condition generally favourable to agriculture in Dominica, and espe- 
cially so in this case, following after the excessively wet years of 1910 
and 1911. The low rainfall did not appear to check the good work 
of fungus parasites in controlling scale insects on lime trees, though 
a prolonged spell of dry weather would probably tend to do so. 

The effect of two years’ heavy rainfall was to cause a noticeable 
increase of root disease on lime plantations. Several of the outbreaks 
were investigated by the Mycologist of the Department during his 
visits, and found to be due to two species of fungus, one being 
Sphaerostilbe sp., known as the red root disease, and the other Rosel- 
linia bunodes, the black root disease. Planters concerned were 
advised in respect to remedial measures which, on being carried out, 
should effectively control the diseases. 

Evidence of continued confidence in the industry is shown by the 
development of planting during the past six years. Within that period 
no less than 326,000 lime plants have been sold from the Government 
nurseries to local planters. Large numbers of these plants have also 
been raised in private nurseries. It would appear that under normal 
climatic conditions a gradual increase in the export of lime products 
is assured for a number of years. 

Apart from the planting of lime seedlings during recent years by 
settlers on Crown lands, steady planting is being continued on nearly 
all of the older properties. Except in a few instances in which the 
available areas are entirely planted, it may be stated that development 
of lime cultivation is proceeding on all the plantations in the island. 

Concentrated lime juice and citrate of lime continued to command 
excellent prices on the market. 


Raw Lime Juice.—There was a heavy demand for this commodity, 
which resulted in the record shipment of 508,766 gallons. Judging 
by the figures given below, which show the quantity of raw juice 
exported during the past three years, it would appear that enquiries 
for this product are on the increase. The improvement in the ship- 
ments during 1912 was mainly due to growing demand for lime juice 
in Canada. 





* By Joseph Jones, Esqu Curator, Botanic Gardens. 
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Recent exports of raw lime juice were as follows:— —_Galls. 
1910 a ae oe so 28 203,792 
1911 of ae at a 45 311,377 
1912 oY 508,766 


Citrate of Lime.—There was considerable falling off in the export of 
this product, which was brought about by a demand in Canada for large 
supplies of raw lime juice. This reduction in the output, even if the 
great demand for raw lime juice in Canada continues, is only temporary. 
The export of citrate is certain to increase in the future. It is satis- 
factory to know, on the authority of buyers in London, that citrate 
of lime from Dominica is the best that is placed upon the market. 

Green Limes.—Towards the close of the year a business house in 
New York, which handles the bulk of the limes imported, took the 
important step of appointing their own agent in Dominica, for the pur- 
pose of inspecting consignments of fruit in order to prevent the despatch 
of immature juiceless limes, and also to improve the method of packing. 

The innovation has proved successful, and will probably continue 
to work with smoothness. At the beginning some rejections of fruit 
had to be made, but traders soon found that it was to their interest 
to buy and ship the best fruit only. The small growers in turn ceased 
to pick immature limes, for the reason that they had become un- 
saleable. The intentions of the business house have been accom- 
plished without difficulty. The action taken certainly furthers the 
best interests of the green lime trade. 

Action by the firms interested is obviously the best solution of the 
difficulty. “Agents appointed by them are in a much stronger position 
to act than an official could possibly be, while the cost of inspection 
falls upon those engaged in the trade, and not upon the entire com- 
munity. 

The number of barrels of limes exported during 1912 was 37,038, an 
increase on the shipments during 1911 of 518 barrels. Of the total, 
35,046 barrels went to New York, 301 barrels to Canada and 1,323 
barrels to the United Kingdom. The shipments direct to Canada do 
not represent the demand for limes in that country, as it is well known 
that a good deal of this fruit enters Canada by way of New York. 

The market with the United Kingdom continues disappointing. 

Lime Oils.—Prices for essential oil of limes, which is obtained by 
process of distillation, ruled low throughout the year. Otto of limes, 
which is obtained by hand process, commanded excellent prices. A 
machine invented by two local planters for the purpose of extracting 
otto of limes more speedily and at less cost was placed upon the market, 
and several are now under trial on estates. 


Exports of lime products during 1912 :— Value. 
Product. Quantity. £ 

Concentrated lime juice .. 141,318 gallons 38,862 
Raw lime juice a Ms 508,766, 25,438 
Raw juice cordial. . as 5,160, 462 
Green limes... ~ ha 37.038 barrels 14.815 
Pickled limes .. if ed 724, 27 
Citrate of lime a Ly 3.910 ewt. 11,991 
Essential oil of limes oF 4,150 gallons 1,816 
Otto of limes .. o ne 1.057 -,, 3.018 





Total a £96,673 


16 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


The increase in values over the crop of 1911 amounted to £22,791. 


Cacao.—The export of this product amounted to 11,877 ewt., being 
1,822 ewt. over the shipments of 1911. The increase was due to the 
considerable carry-over of the Christmas crop of 1911, which, owing 
to unpropitious weather, could not be cured and dried in time for ship- 
ment during December of that year. 


Coconuts.—The following table, which gives the number of coconuts 
exported during the past four years, show that the greater demand and 
higher prices paid for this product have attracted attention, and led 
to increased shipments. 


1909... ms en Be a = 321,145 
1910... ss Ses oe ae es 391,044 
AQMD esx: es 3 ae a ss 402,622 
AOL @ 2 = fe ea Bs ae 539,791 


The coconut palm thrives with great vigour in Dominica. It probably 
attains its maximum vigour and productiveness in the valleys near 
the sea on the windward side of the island, in which places the rain- 
fall is over 100 inches per year. To the present this cultivation is 
remarkably free from disease ; there having been no case of bud rot 
or other serious trouble recorded to date. 


Oranges and grape fruit.—The export of these fruits is not large, 
‘but sufficient has been accomplished by pioneer estates, which grow 
standard varieties, to show the possibilities of this cultivation. 

The navel orange, grown in Dominica and carefully handled and 
packed, has already attracted attention, and obtained high prices on 
the London market. A similar advance has been made with grape 
fruit cultivation, budded stock having taken the place of seedling 
trees. Experience has shown that orange trees succeed best in Dom- 
inica in selected positions between an elevation of 1,000 feet and 2,000 
feet. : 


Para Rubber.—Twenty-two thousand seeds of Hevea brasiliensis 
were imported from Singapore, and a germination at the rate of 60 
per cent. was secured, a very satisfactory result. 


There was a falling off in the sale of plants, only 2,156 having been 
distributed, which is much below the sales during former years. It is 
unlikely that much more planting will be done until tapping experi- 
ments have been conducted on mature trees, in order that the cost of 
producing rubber may be determined. A considerable number of 
Heveas should be ready for tapping shortly. 

Among other industries of a promising character, some of which 
may be developed considerably in the near future, are the following :— 


Cassava Starch—The quantity exported during 1912 was 31,156 Ib. 
of a value of £260. Some extension of cassava cultivation may be 
expected, the Government having taken steps to exempt starches 
from export duty for a term of years. 

Bay Leaves and Bay Oil.—Of this forest product 873 ewt. of dried 
leaves, and 133 gallons of oil were shipped. The value of the two 
products is returned at £1,250. Greater care is now being taken in 
collecting the leaves of the bay tree. 
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Coffee —The export of coffee was 76 cwt., valued at £213. This 
small quantity went to neighbouring islands. Now that new species 
of coffee have been introduced and found to succeed at low elevations, 
this cultivation might be extended and carried on profitably. The 
Congo coffee, Coffee robusta, and the bush coffee, C. stenophylla, grow 
well, and yield beans much superior to the common Liberian coffee, 
the latter species being, until recent years, the only kind that would 
succeed on coast lands in Dominica. 


Vanilla.—Cured beans to the value of £113 were exported, and the 
cultivation is being largely extended. 


Hardwood.—The operations of the Dominica Forests Company 
resulted in the exportation of over a million feet of lumber, the value 
of which was returned at £11,488. 


III.— LEGISLATION. 


30. Fourteen Federal Acts and twenty-nine Presidential Ordinances 
were passed during the year 1912, none of which call for any special 
remark. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


31. The number of children on the registers of the Government and 
grant-aided schools in the Colony during the year 1912-13 was 24,880, 
as against 24,243 in the year 1911-12. The average daily attendance 
was 11,173, as against 11,785 for the previous year. 

The following table exhibits the number of children on the registers, 
and the average attendance in the elementary schools of the several 
Presidencies or islands of the Colony, together with the percentage of 
those registered in the whole Colony who were in average attendance, 
during the last five years :— 


| On Registers. 
Presidency or | 
Island. | \ 


1908-9 | 1909-10 | 1910-11 | 1911-12 | 1912-13 
Antigua ie oni, 0,747 | 677 | 6,549 | 6561 | 6,461 
St. Kitts, with Anguilla. 6,235 | 6,355 6,044 | 5,674 | 6,076 
Nevis .. ue 2. 2,656 2,899 | 2,987 3,094 | 3,046 
- Dominica 4,189 | 4,438 | 4,816 | 5,163 5,562 
Montserrat 3,000 | 3,190 | 3,239 3,163 3,131 
Virgin Islands 854 | 915 , 938 588 604 


Total .. -.. | 23,681 | 24,474 | 24,573 © 24,243 24,880 
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Average Attendence. 
Presidency or | 
Island. | 


1908-9 | 1909-10 | 1910-11 | 1911-12! 1912-13 


in * 4 fl a 
Antigua 3,040 3,422 | 3,337 | 3,335 | 3,182 
St. Kitts, with Anguilla 2,704 2,728 | 2,692 | 2,478 | 1,995 
Nevis .. | 1,889 | 1,356 1,519 1,445 . 1,506 





Dominica ate -., 1,763 2,014 2,357 2,502 | 2,617 
Montserrat .. ..| 1,452 1,596 1,693 1,718 1,564 
Virgin Islands Ba 350 471 | 484 ; 307 | 309 
Total .. .. | 10,698 11,587 | 12,082 | 11,785 | 11,173 
| i | 
Per cent. for whole ii Pip tan et A iV, ate 
Colony  ....) 45:1 | 473 | 49-1 486 | 449 


32. The following table gives the percentage of children on the rolls 
in average attendance during the year 1912-13, as compared with the 
average attendance in 1911-12. 

Percentage in 
Average Attendance. 


Presidency or Island. 1911-12 1912-13 
Colony .. es as Ps ert 48°6 44-9 
Antigua Bs th 50°8 49-2 
St. Kitts, with Anguilla ae He 43°6 32°8 
Nevis .. ‘ a a 46:7 49°4 
Dominica oe ee bs 4 48-4 48°8 
Montserrat .. te 3 ue 54:3 49-9 
Virgin Islands ae a, og 52-2 511 


33. The cost of elementary education was derived from the sources 
shown below :— 





School Government Voluntary 








Fees Grant —_| Contribution 
eee = ee at INES 
| £ £ £ 
~Antigua .. os] 23 1,645 | 269 
St. Kitts with Anguilla | | = ep 1,513 | 556 
Nevis ag < bya —_ | 764 40 
Dominica 12 | 2,513 5 
Montserrat Pe Bs aa _ i 739 93 
Virgin Islands .. ar nail 12 ' 226 | 74 
I — = anes 
Total .. af : | 47 H 7,400 : 1,037 





34, The following list of the secondary schools of the Colony shows 
the amount granted in 1912-13 from local funds in aid of such 
schools :-— 
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£ 
Antigua Grammar School (*) —.. 3 Bes 400 
Antigua Girls’ High School (f) .. as = 125 
Thomas Oliver Robinson Memorial School, Antigua 25 
St. Kitts Grammar School (t)  .. = a 713 
Miss Wattley’s School, St. Kitts (§) he ee 115 
Miss Bridgewater’s School, Nevis (i). . Be 74 
Dominica Grammar School (§]) .. ys ‘oa 469 


35. The sum of £150 was granted from Federal funds in aid of the 
Moravian Training College for Females, Antigua, and the sum of £60 
was provided for the traming of six male students at the Mico College, 
Jamaica, three of whom are selected annually after open competition 
at the pupil teachers’ examination. 

The following grants-in-aid were contributed from Imperial funds :— 


Antigua Grammar School Scholarships .. = 70 
St. Kitts Grammar School Scholarships .. = 90 
Total £160 


Sr. Jonn’s Tratnrnc ScuHoon. 

36. There is one industrial school in the Colony, viz., the St. John’s 
Training School in Antigua, established under the provisions of the Lee- 
ward Islands Act No. 4 of 1891, for the reformation, education, and 
training of persons under 18 years of age. The number of boys in the 
school on the Ist April, 1912, was 56. Z 

The daily average for the year of the boys admitted from the several 
Presidencies compared with the previous year was as follows :— 

1911-12: 1912-13 


Antigua 3 a et ys 30°2 33:2 
St. Kitts-Nevis ne oe 7 14:3 14:3 
Dominica ds ee Ne a 6-0 45 
Montserrat... wh oe oe 27 52 
Virgin Islands oe wr aH 10 — 

Total .. 542 572 


The health of the school was very satisfactory. The boys were 
employed, as in former years, in agricultural and garden work, in 
addition to the various duties concerned with the indoor department 
of the school. 

The Presidencies contribute at the rate of £10 a year for each boy 
sent to the school. 

The revenue from all sources amounted to £333, and the expenditure 
(including pensions, £112, and the estimated value of the rent of the 
school and Chief Officer’s quarters, £70) to £779. 

(*) Includes £50 for scholarships of £10 each. 

(t) Includes £25 for scholarships of £5 each. 

(£) Includes £150 for agricultural and science master, who is also 
attached to Agricultural School; also £246 school fees repaid to the head 
master. 

(8) Includes £40 for scholarships of £8 each. 


(il) Includes £24 for scholarships of £8 each. 
§)) Includes £33 6s. 8d. scholarships. 
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A practical effort has been made to fit the boys for a good start in 
life when they leave the school. A number of the most promising 
are now apprenticed to responsible craftsmen in St. John’s, while 
still remaining inmates of the school. They receive a small wage, 
which is put to their credit, and forms a fund to provide them with an 
outfit. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


37. In the year 1912, 2,557 patients, as against 2,636 for the previous 
year, were admitted into the hospitals of the Colony. There were 384 
deaths, as against 348 for 1911. 


38. There is a central lunatic asylum in Antigua. On the Ist 
January, 1912, there were 121 inmates (62 males and 59 females) ; 
47 (26 males and 21 females) were admitted ; 9 (5 males and 4 females) 
were discharged as cured ; and 31 (14 males and 17 females) died. 


39. There are two leper asylums in the Colony; one at Rat Island 
in Antigua, and the other at Fort Charles in St. Kitts. 

In Antigua there were 33 lepers (15 males and 18 females) at the 
beginning of the year; 1 male and 2 females were admitted during 
the year, and 3 females died. 


There is no record in Antigua of any attendant at the asylum having 
contracted leprosy. 


40. The number of inmates in the Antigua poor-house on the Ist 
January, 1913, was 112 (46 males and 66 females) ; 99 inmates were 
admitted during the year and 65 discharged. 

The number of persons who received outdoor relief in the Colony 
during 1912 was as follows :—Antigua, 406; St. Kitts, 1,000; Nevis, 
600 ; Dominica, 157; Montserrat, 97; and the Virgin Islands, 67. 

41. The Alexandra Cottage Home for Incurables, in Dominica, 
supported partly by voluntary contributions, maintained on an 
average 10 paupers. 

St. John’s Training School in Antigua has been dealt with under 
Part IV, Education. 

42. The number of depositors in the savings bank and the amounts 
at their credit on the 31st March, 1913, are noted below :— 


Amount at Credit. 


Presidency. No. of Depositors. £ 
Antigua .. Ne we 2,073 44,523 
St. Kitts-Nevis at . 813 28,602 
Dominica eg = 883 16,937 
Montserrat a es 231 5,257 
Virgin Islands .. Be 103 663 
Total 4.103 £95,982 


The following table shows the number of depositors and the amounts 
deposited and withdrawn in the Colony for the last five years :-— 
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Year. No. of Depositors. Deposited. Withdrawn. 
| £ i £ 
1908 | 3,473 | 33,550 | 32,492 
1909 | 3,581 | 32,588 32,220 
1910 | 3,782 | 33,845 : 29,636 
1911 | 3,979 39,979 } 35,492 
1912 | 4,103 36,294 | 34,882 





~ The total amount of invested funds is £97,725. 
The revenue amounted to £3,224, and the expenditure to £2,822. 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


43. The total number of persons in the Colony committed to prison 
during the year 1912 was 1,069 (572 males, 459 females, and 38 
juveniles). 

The number of committals in Antigua was 243, as against 256 in 1911. 

The number of prisoners transferred from the other Presidencies to 
the Central Prison, Antigua, was as under :— 








Presidency. Males. Females. | Total. 
= zs : | | 
St. Kitts-Nevis .. a oe es 7 — | 7 
Dominica sy Ore Bal 2 — ' 2 
Montserrat ES —_ —_— | _ 
1 —_— 1 


Virgin Islands 


Total .. 6 one 10 


44. The prisoners were employed in the usual service of the prison, 
such as in cooking for the prisoners and the boys at the training school ; 
cleaning ; washing; making and mending clothing and bedding for 
the prison and the training school; baking bread for the prison, 
hospital, poor house, lunatic and leper asylums, and training school ; 
also in quarrying and stone-breaking, smithy-work, masonry, and 
carpentry. The annual cost of the maintenance of each prisoner to 
Antigua was £22 16s. 

45. The following table gives the total number of offences reported 
during each of the last five years, together with the convictions and 
acquittals in each year :— 





Year. | Beart { Convicted. | Acquitted. 
l 
i 
1908 \ 6,178 6,999 
1909 ! 7,067 7,958 
1910 6,802 5,473 
1911 7,170 7,559 
1912 i 6,620 2,734 
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3,765 cases were reported to the police, while 14,121 persons were 
brought before the magistrates. The number of summary convictions 


was 6,620. 


The number of convictions in the Superior Courts was 29. 2,724 
persons were acquitted in the Inferior Courts and 10 in the Superior 


Courts. 


46. Comparative Table showing the number of Offences, Appre- 
hensions, and Acquittals, for the last five years. 






































j 7 
1908.’| 1909. | 1910.| 1911. | 1912. 
i | 
ae, eae. | | kai A 
The number of offences eta to | i i 
the Police .. by | 10,158, 111,20, 3,140) 3,770) 3,765 
| 
= | = oe 
The number of persons brought | | 
before the Magistrate «+ | 13,248! 15,046 13,458 4.771 14,121 
| { 
The number of summary convictions :— \ | 
1 Offences against property with | 
violence to the person | 
2 Offences against property 785; 791! 632) 651) 818 
> Other offences peainet tle person 1,501} 946| 1,035! 1,356] 1,229 
4 Other offences .. 5 «+ | 3,892) 5,330 | 5,135 | 5,163] 4,573 
|—_|-|- 
Total 6,178| 7,067| 6,802) 7,170] 6,620 
ese 
Sa vie SS 
The number of convictions in the | 
Superior Courts :— | | 
1{ Homicide 3) 2 
2 ,Offences against ‘property with | \ 
violence not amounting to i | | 
homicide : | 1 
3 Other offences against property | 32 j 15 19 | 16 19 
4 Other offences against whe person | He). 98} ll 6 
5 Other offences oe 6 Oe he td NL ores 4 
eee Ee eet ee oe 
Total 50 | 30 | 39 | 33 | 29 
= | = | ar ba 
The number of persons acquitted :— 
1 In the Inferior Courts .. 6,986 | 7. 939 | 5,450 541) 2,724 
2 In the Superior Courts. . 13 | 19! 23 18 10 
ee a 
Total .. 6,999 | 7,958| 5,473] 7,559} 2,734 























VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 


47. The total population of the Colony according to the census of 
1911 was 127,193, distributed as follows :— 
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Island Males Females Total 
£ £ £ 
Antigua .. fy me Ae 13,634 ! 17,760 t 31,394 
Barbuda.. a pos ae 351 520 871 
St. Kitts .. wh the sue 10,969 15,314 i 26,283 
Nevis ye an oe AB 5,521 i 7,424 ! 12,945 
Anguilla .. a eis oe 1,562 2,513 4,075 
Dominica ae asa a 15,231 18,632 33,863 
Montserrat i aS ate 5,245 | 6,951 12,196 
Redonda.. ae ar oa 4 ! —_ | 4 
Virgin Islands .. ee ee 2,613 i 2,949 5,562 
i I | 
Total .. =... 55,180 72,063 127,193 
METEOROLOGICAL. 


48. The average rainfall in Antigua from January to December, 
1912, on 73 stations, was 32°23 inches. 

The average rainfall for the 39 years, 1874 to 1912, was 44-47 inches, 
so that the precipitation for the year under review was 12°24 inches 
below the average. 

The highest rainfall recorded was in 1889, when there were 73°59 
inches, and the lowest in 1875, with 28-78 inches. 

The highest maximum temperature was 90°, on 3rd and 26th Sep- 
tember. 

The lowest minimum temperature was 62°, on 14th April. 

Seven slight shocks of earthquake were recorded, viz., on 8th 
February, 15th May, 2nd June, 20th June, 24th July, Sth 
November, and 6th November. 


VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


49. British and foreign mails are conveyed by steamers of the 
following lines :—The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company (fortnightly), 
the East Asiatic Company (once a month), the Quebec Steamship 
Company (about twice a month), and the Pickford and Black Steam- 
ship Company (twice a month). 

The mails are taken between Tortola and St. Thomas and between 
Tortola and Virgin Gorda, by a sloop belonging to the Government, 
and by private boats, as follows :— 

From Tortola to St. Thomas about four times a week; and from 
Tortola to Virgin Gorda, about six times a month. There is a daily 
mail service by sailing boat between St. Kitts and Nevis, and a fort- 
nightly mail service by sailing boat between St. Kitts and Anguilla. 
A sloop is also subsidized by the Government of Montserrat to take 
mails and passengers between that Presidency, Antigua, and St. Kitts. 

50. Antigua, St. Kitts, and Dominica are in telegraphic communi- 
cation with each other, the other West Indian Colonies, Europe, and 
America by the cables of the West India and Panama Telegraph 
Company. There is no communication by telegraph with either 
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Montserrat or the Virgin Islands. St. Kitts is in heliographic com- 
munication with Nevis. 

Telephone services have been established in Antigua, St. Kitts, and 
Dominica. 

51. The following statement shows the volume of the transactions 
of the Colony in postal matter during the last five years :— 





Letters and | Books and Parcels 
Year. Cards received | Papersreceived received and 
and sent. and sent. sent. 

1908 .. 2 aul 671,821 219,776 11,680 
1909... we ae 671,471 222,440 12,280 
1910... ai oe! 693,417 228,762 13,626 
JOT 2. a ve! 749,904 220,487 14,395 
1912... aa eee 821,745 | 233,160 15,606 


52. The total value of money orders issued in the Colony was 
£23,926 8s. 2d., as against £23,013 in 1911, and the total value of the 
orders paid was £25,874 8s. 1ld., as against £25,740 in the previous 
year. The money order transactions were distributed between the 
Presidencies as follows—those for St. Kitts and Nevis being shown in 
the case of each island :— 





Money Orders = Money Orders 





Issued. Paid. 

£ s. d. + ae: Sea 

Antigua .. hid 5696 9 1 7,522 1 4 
St. Kitts .. a 4,035 17 4 7,851 3 7 
Nevis a ive 2,807 6 11 1,509 3 10 
Dominica ah 6,173 17 1 2,614 12 1 
Montserrat se 2,841 2 4 4374 1 3 
Virgin Islands .. 2,071 15. 5 2,003 6 10 
£23,926 8 2 £25,874 8 11 





53. The net profit on the working of the Post Offices of the Colony 
was £2,058 6s. 11d., as against £2,137 in 1911. 

54. In Antigua there are 188 telephone instruments in use, and 320 
miles of wire; in St. Kitts, 117 instruments and 310 miles of wire ; 
and in Dominica 104 instruments and 400 miles of wire. 

The receipts and expenditure in connection with the telephone 
service of the Colony during the year under review were as under :— 


Presidency. Receipts. Expenditure. 

£8. dd. eee ae 
Antigua .. Fa 905 19 3 785 ll 5 
St. Kitts .. 3, 626 2 9 546 17) «4 
Dominica .. 28 518 5 2 977 10 9 


IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 
On the 27th March, Princess Marie Louise of Schleswig-Holstein, 
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bearer of a message from His Majesty the King, arrived in the Colony 
and landed in Dominica, proceeding on the 28th March to Montserrat 
and Antigua, where Her Highness remained as a guest at Government 
House till the following day. 

The visit of the Princess was made the occasion of striking demon- 
strations of loyalty by the inhabitants of all the islands. 

The expenditure of the Federal Government was estimated at 
£12,553 17s. 6d., apportionable as follows :— 


£ s. d. 

Against Antigua es + a 3,789 9 9 

» St. Kitts-Nevis he os 4,010 ll 9 

» Dominica .. ss = 3,250 1 10 

z Montserrat .. eis 3: 886 16 10 

» Virgin Islands te 2a 136 17 «4 

£12,073 17 6 

» Imperial funds mG a 300 0 0 
Revenue receivable in diminution of 

Presidential contributions . . a 180 0 0 

£12,553 17 6 


The actual expenditure of the year, £12,569 13s. 7d., was chargeable 
as follows :— 


£ s. d. 

Against Presidential contributions .. 11,932 12 8 

» Imperial funds be 405 0 2 
Miscellaneous revenue applied towards 

reduction of contributions - 232 0 9 

£12,569 13° 7 


Civin EsTaBLISHMENT. 

Sir Bickham Sweet Escott, K.C.M.G., left the Leeward Islands on 
the 15th April, 1912, on appointment to be Governor of the Colony of 
Fiji and High Commissioner for the Western Pacific. On his departure 
the Colonial Secretary, Mr. H. E. W, Grant, C.M.G., acted as Governor, 
until the arrival of his Excellency Sir H. Hesketh Bell, K.C.M.G., who 
assumed the government of the Colony on the 19th July, 1912. Mr. 
Grant shortly after proceeded on leave, and was promoted to be British 
Agent and Consul in Tonga. He was succeeded as Colonial Secretary 
by Mr. T. A. V. Best. 

ANTIGUA. 

The revenue of Antigua in 1912-13, exclusive of Imperial grants 
in aid of the Agricultural Department amounting to £373 10s. Od., 
was £53,489, and exceeded the estimates by £1,859. This was the 
largest revenue collected in the Presidency since 1896, and exceeded. 
the average of the seven years ended 1911-12 by £3,733. The total 
expenditure from local funds was £53,193, being £1,717 over the esti- 
mates for the year, and £459 in excess of the expenditure in 1911-12. 

Expenditure on the Agricultural Department from Imperial grants 
was £385, or £12 more than estimated. £7,462 was expended on 
Public Works, as against £7,815 in the previous year. 


26 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


At the end of 1912 Antigua had suffered from three successive years 
of drought, which caused considerable distress in the country dis- 
tricts ; the reservoir at Wallings, from which 15 villages are supplied, 
being practically empty. The drought culminated in an almost 
complete failure of the supply in St. Johns, and for some days an 
acute water famine prevailed. Fortunately some heavy showers in 
October and November saved the situation. 

During the year much has been done to improve matters. Old 
springs have been cleared, new wells dug and tanks provided. The 
great improvements made at Body Ponds render it unlikely that the 
water supply of St. John’s will ever fail again. 

The outlook in this direction has been made more hopeful by a 
successful experiment on Bendals’ Stream, one of the intermittent 
water-courses of the island. A small dam retains the water hitherto 
lost in the sea, and what was once a string of muddy pools is now a 
reservoir two miles long, containing over a hundred million gallons of 
water. There are other places where the rainfall could be conserved 
in a similar way. 

The reorganization of the staff of the General Hospital was completed 
and resulted in a saving during the first year of £450, and an improve- 
ment in efficiency. 

Barpupa. 


The revenue of Barbuda for 1912-13 was £1,654, as against £2,681 
for the year 1911-12. The expenditure was £2,008, as against £2,213. 
The surplus funds on the Ist April, 1913 amounted to £1,478. 

Two hundred and forty-four bales of cotton shipped realised £2,043. 
This industry has now passed the experimental stage and it may be 
hoped that the island will not again become a charge on the finances 
of Antigua. 

During the deer-stalking seasons, which are from the lst January 
to 8rd March and ist July to 30th September, many sportsmen visit 
the island, where deer, wild pig, guinea fowl, pigeon and duck are 
plentiful. 

There is also excellent tarpon and other sea-fishing. The passage 
by sailing boat from St. John’s takes from five to ten hours. 


* Sr. Krrrs-NEvIs. 


The Presidency continues to be in a strong financial position. True 
the record revenue (£58,002) of 1911-12 was not reached during 
1912-13, but it was only £1,000 behind it, and this was fully expected 
in view of the special conditions which existed in the previous year. 
The estimate of revenue was exceeded by over £6,000. 

Expenditure reached £53,432, as compared with £50,736 in 1911-12, 
but was well within the estimate, which was £55,581. The year’s 
transactions have therefore resulted in an appreciable addition to 
the surplus funds of the Presidency, which stood on 31st March at 
the sum of £30,324. Of this amount about £25,000 is earning interest. 

Judging by the figures of imports and exports the trade of the 
Presidency fell off considerably during the year 1912. The value of 
the imports in 1911 was £306,666, while in 1912 it was only £256,728, 


*By His Honour T. Laurence Roxburgh, Esq., C.M.G., Administrato: 
of St. Kitts-Nevis. , 
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or within a trifle of £50,000 less. The high figures in 1911, however, 
were due to special causes, viz: the importations by the Sugar Factory 
- Company for building and other purposes of large quantities of material 
and the large demand for goods in the shops owing to the increased 
amount of money in circulation caused by the labour employed in 
railway and other construction by the Company. In 1912 these 
causes had practically ceased to operate. The value of imports}in 
the year 1912, however, was far ahead of all previous years except 1911. 

The value of exports fell from £212,481 in 1911 to £193,338 in 1912. 
This decrease of £19,000 was due partly to a somewhat smaller pro- 
duction of sugar, but principally to a reduction in the values both of 
sugar and cotton. 

In considering the revenue figures and the trade returns of this 
Presidency, which is an entirely agricultural one, it is always to be 
remembered that the islands comprising it are practically fully occupied 
and the lands all taken up. No great development can be expected 
for there are no new areas to be brought into cultivation. All that 
can be done is to improve the quality and increase the number of the 
products of the lands already occupied, introduce new economic plants, 
and otherwise make the most of what we have. Within these limits 
of course a good deal can be accomplished, and it is gratifying that 
during the past few years, notwithstanding these limitations, the pros- 
perity of the Presidency has so greatly increased. 

The public roads and buildings and other structures have been 
maintained in good order, and several minor improvements have been 
effected. Much attention has been given to supplying water to vil- 
lages which have hitherto been without it and satisfactory progress 
has been made with the large reservoir under construction for the 
improvement of the supply in Nevis. The increased area planted in 
cotton in Anguilla has justified the opening of three new roads to 
facilitate transport. The generally improved condition of that island 
is principally due to the introduction of the cotton industry and it is 
desirable to do all that is practicable to encourage it. 

The emigration of field labourers to Santo Domingo and of domestic 
servants and artizans to Canada and the United States continued 
unabated during the year. This fact accentuates the labour difficulty 
which is being felt by employers, especially on the sugar estates, but 
there is good reason to think that many of the families of the labouring 
class are being supported by the remittances of members who have 
emigrated and are earning considerably more than they did at home. 

The general health of the population was well maintained during 
the year, but there is still an excessive mortality among infants 
notwithstanding all efforts that have been made to instruct parents 
in the proper care of their children. There is no question of the general 
healthiness of the climate in all the three islands of the Presidency, but 
if the most elementary laws of hygiene are neglected sickness and 
suffering must ensue as a matter of course, especially in the case of 
infants. For those—Europeans or natives—who are willing to regard 
these laws, the islands are as healthy as any part of the world and the 
climate in the cooler months is delightful. 

The population continues to be most loyal. Except in respect of 
petty offences, the people are law-abiding and their respect for 
authority as represented by the police remains unabated. 
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Dominica. 


The revenue for 1912-13 reached £45,299 14s. 6d., showing an 
increase of £1,245 12s. 2d. as compared with the previous year (1911- 
12). 

The expenditure was £40,303 18s. 44d., an increase of £1,512 5s. 2d. 
as compared with previous year. 

The Presidency closed the year with a surplus of assets over liabilities 
‘amounting to £28,166 5s. 3d. 

Trade. 

The total imports were £159,529, as compared with £164,695 for 1911. 

The exports reached £152,458, an increase of £27,780 over 1911. 

This increase was largely due to the steady growth of the staple 
industry of the Presidency, namely lime products. 

Public Works Department. 

Owing to the fact that the post of Colonial Engineer was vacant for 
a considerable part of the year little was undertaken in the direction 
of Public Works. 


Vital Statistics and Public Health. 

The total population as shown by the census taken in 1911 was 
33,863, showing an increase since 1901 of 4,969. 

Births: 1,336 : males 671, females 665, or 38°46 per 1000: showing 
an increase of 135 during the last ten years. 

Deaths registered: 780, or 22°38 per 1000. Infantile mortality 
under one year was accountable for 166 deaths. 

Hospital Statistics. 

The total number of patients treated in the Hospital during the 
year was 760, of whom 18 suffered from malaria fever, and 56 from 
yaws. 

: Out of the total of 760 there were only 75 deaths. 
General Observations. 

From the foregoing report it is obvious that steady progress is being 

made by the Presidency. 


Montserrat. * 


Financial. 

The prosperity of Montserrat was well maintained during the year 
under review. The revenue was £11,932, being £1,013 less than the 
previous year, which was the largest on record in the history of the 
Presidency. The expenditure for the year was £10,556, or £526 in 
excess of that of the previous year. 

The additional expenditure was due to the construction and im- 
provement of public buildings. The excess of revenue over expendi- 
ture was £1,376, which raises the surplus at the end of the previous 
year from £13,469 to £14,845. 

The total value of imports at the 3lst December, 1912, amounted 
to £40,525, and the exports were valued at £42,053, making the 
total trade of the Presidency £82,378, or £18,347 less than that of 
1911, which was entirely due to the falling off of the cotton crop, 
owing to unseasonable weather. 





*By His Honour Leslie Jarvis, Esq., Acting Commissioner of 
Montserrat. 
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The value of the chief exports compared with last year was :— 


1911. 1912. 
£ eS 

“Cotton Lint oa he 7: 37,724 19,356 
Cotton Seed < ne ae 3,537 1,532 
Lime Juice, raw fos me 3,692 8,304 
Lime Juice, Concentrate a 1,887 710 
Lime, Citrate .. an a 1,001 913 
Limes, Green... - es 474 363° 
Essential Oils. . x iN 138 166 
Bay Leaves Me: aA a 148 154 
Papaine .. iy & ae 1,031 1,606 
Cocoa. 24 ae ve 121 112 
Starches .. aa Se is 150 302 
Onions .. 22 3G a 281 427 
Muscovado Sugar ae Ae 770 1,913 
Horses... es 3 = 148 194 
Mules Be Ba ce ~, 218 281 
Cattle ae a a a 1,720 2,104 
Donkeys .. 3 ue ae 131 188 
Small Stock a ac 120 158 


The return of imports and exports show the direction of trade to 
be as follows :— 


Imports. 
Per cent. 
United Kingdom... 4 = er < 35 
United States a Be % - ae 12 
Canada ae Ss o of ae re 15 
Other places .. a ae ay As y 38 
Exports. 
Per cent. 
United Kingdom... oy ae 2a er 75 
United States s “5, oe fe ig 4 
Canada - “4 Re os “a 2h 
Other places .. x ee Be oc ug 18} 
Agriculture. 


The principal directions of activity in the work of the Agricultural 
Department, which is now entirely supported from local funds, during 
the year were :— 

Cotton selections with a view to obtaining superior strains, suitable 
for general cultivation. 

Cultural experiments with lime trees. 

The covering of lime trees with Bengal beans as a means of control- 
ling scale insects. 

The infestation of lime trees attacked by scale insects with the shield 
scale fungus with a view to controlling the disease. 

Considerable interest was aroused in the planting of Bay Trees for 
the purpose of producing oil. 

Particular attention was given to the culture of the sweet potato, 
the most important food crop of the island. 
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General. 


The rainfall for the year was 41°33 inches, being 5:10 inches below 
the average. 

The Presidency was again represented at the Toronto Exhibition, 
and was awarded a Gold Medal, and Diploma of Merit. 

A Preferential Tariff Agreement between Canada and the West 
Indies was made during the year. 

The health of the Presidency was, as usual, good. The number of 
births was 416, as against 380 in 1911. The number of deaths was 176, 
as against 187 in the previous year. The birth-rate was;33°03 and the 
death-rate 13°97 per 1,000. 


Vircin Istanps. * 


During the year 1912-13, the prosperity of the Virgin Islands suf- 
fered from a small temporary set-back. The revenue amounted to 
£4,795 3s. 94d., and the expenditure to £4,979 19s. 114d., an excess of 
expenditure “of £164 16s. 2d. This was due to an unusually prolonged 
drought which was experienced during the earlier part of the year, 
which was however relieved by a fairly well distributed rainfall towards 
its close, with the result that the prospects for 1913-14 were decidedly 
bright. 

The imports for the year amounted to £10,323, an increase of £1,173 
over that of the previous year. The exports amounted to £7,258, a 
decrease of £1,594 as compared with 1911-12. The total trade of the 
Presidency thus totalled £17,581, as compared with £18,002 in 1911-12. 

During the year 36,588 lbs. of cotton lint was exported, as compared 
with 51,671 lbs. last year. 

Limes purchased at the Government Factory amounted to 961 
barrels, an increase of 236 barrels on the previous year. Limes grow 
well in the sheltered valleys of Tortola, and this industry, which is 
steadily advancing, is likely to prove of real and lasting value to the 
island. 

Efforts were made during the year to start a coconut industry. 
Stretches of land well adapted to the cultivation of the coconut lie 
at the foot of the hills along the seashore. Already outside capital 
has been invested in land in Tortola and steps are being taken to form 
a plantation. 

Suitable soil and quick means of communication with the ports of 
the United Kingdom will be powerful factors in the development of 
this industry. 

The rainfall for the year was 49°70 inches, a decrease of 3°41 inches 
on the average rainfall for the past 12 years. 

The health of the Presidency was as usual very good. There were no 
quarantinable diseases and no epidemic. 

The number of births for the year was 203, as against 218 in 1911. 
The number of deaths was 96, as against 89 in 1911. The birth rate 
was 38 per 1000 of population, and the death rate 17. The popu- 
lation according to the census of April, 1911 was 5,562. 





*By His Honour T. L. E. Clarke, Esq., M.D., C.M., Acting Commissioner 
of the Virgin Islands. 
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The Virgin Islands, were again represented at the Canadian National 
Exhibition. The exhibits consisted of samples of cacao, coffee, 
arrowroot, starch, sugar, raw and concentrated lime juice, cassava 
starch, rum, cotton, and lace and drawn-thread work. 


T. A. V. Best, 
Colonial Secretary, 


Leeward Islands. 
Antigua, 
14th January, 1914. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 














ANNUAL 
No. Colony, &e. Year. 
759 Sierra Leone 1912 
760 Seychelles A 
761 Somaliland .. ay 1912-1913 
762 Hong Kong .. as ae 1912 
163 Turks and Caicos Islands .. ss 
7164 Falkland Islands .. si se a ve 45 
765 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast .. ate Bs 
766 Bahamas... age a sa oe a eo 
167 Gambia 33 
768 Fiji 22 FS 
769 Basutoland .. 1912-1913 
770 Gold Coast 1912 
771 Ashanti a ate Se 
772 Nyasaland .. a oe 1912-1913 
173 Bechuanaland Protectorate 43 
174 British Solomon Islands .. te 35 
115 Colonial Survey Committee ae Re 
776 Tongan Islands Protectorate 1911-1913 
777 Swaziland .. an ae 1912-1913 
778 Imperial Institute .. 1912 
779 Barbados 1912-1913 
780 British Guiana bee Me al ie 
781 Entomological Research Committee 55 
782 Southern Nigeria ne 8 1912 
783 Jamaica oi Ae oe an 1912-1913 
784 British Honduras 1912 
785 Northern Nigeria ss 
786 Malta 1912-1913 
787 Uganda a 
788 Mauritius... Ae 1912 
789 Straits Settlements . . a ae =. 
790 Trinidad and Tobago oe sts 1912-1913 
791 East Africa Protectorate .. é ae ++ 1912-1913 
792 Grenada a el a as 1912 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &c. Subject. 

18 Weihaiwei Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 

1908-9. 
80 Nyasaland Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 


81 Southern Nigeria 


82 Imperial Institute .. 
83 Southern Nigeria 
84 West Indies “id 
85 Southern Nigeria 
86 Southern Nigeria 
87 Ceylon Be an 





Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 1912. 
Mineral Survey. 


= Vv 
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DEC 15 1937 


No. 794. 


ST. LUCIA. 


(For Report for 1911-12, see No. 752.) 


Tae GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Grenada, 
20th January, 1914. 
Submitted. 
J. Haves SapLer, 
: Governor. 
The Right Honourable 


Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 





Government House, 
St. Lucia, 
8th January, 1914. 
Sir, 

I wave the honour to transmit herewith copies of the Blue 
Book of this Colony for the year 1912-13, together with my Report 
thereon. 

I have, &c., 
Epwarp J. CAMERON, 
Administrator. 
His Excellency 
Lieut.-Col. Sir J. Hayes Sadler, K.C.M.G., C.B., 
. &e., &e., &e. 
Grenada. 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1912-13. 


I—FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the financial year ended 31st March, 1913, including 
£150 from Imperial funds in aid of agriculture, amounted in round 
figures to £66,293, a decrease of £5,686 as compared with the revenue 
of the preceding year, but £932 only less than the estimate. 

The following statement gives the detail in pounds only :— 


Heads of Revenue. 1911-12. 1912-13. 

£ £ 
1 Customs _ ‘ .. 85,781 32,606 
2. Port, Harbour, ke., Dues Ws 7,710 7,198 


3. Licences, Excise, &e. — 
(a.) Licences— 


Retail Spirit, &c. -. . 1,524 1,532 
Distillery ni eM 100 100 
Animals, Vehicles, and 
Guns 5 566 580 
Petroleum, Cocoa, Boat, 
&. .. me Ee 536 518 
(b.) Excise— 
Duty on Rum ae 12,306 9,930 
(c.) Road Tax ae ua 1 — 


(d.) Stamp Duty— 
Various Revenue Ser- 














vices a fe 677 721 

(e.) Fines and forfeitures of 
Courts .. i 307 428 

(f.) Revenue seizures and 

penalties see Ee 4 2 
(g). Income Tax... 33 1,706 1,530 
4. Fees of Court or Office, &e. .. 4,522 4,445 
5. Post Office at sh 1,740 2,557 
6. Telephone Be 838 833 
7. Rent of Government Property 804 800 
8. Miscellaneous .. a3 be 243, 65 
9. Interest a EA 1,483 1,519 
10. Repayment of Loans .. Re 175 175 
£71,031 £65,548 
ll. Land Sales. Re a 647 594 
Total Local Revenue £71,678 £66,142 

12. Imperial Dept. of Agriculture— 
Grant-in-aid .. ‘ 300 150 








Total Revenue .. £71,978 £66,292 
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It will be seen from the figures quoted in the first paragraph that it 
was not expected that the revenue of 1912-13 would come up to that of 
the year previous, which was an unusually prosperous one, but it 
proved a fair average year, as will be seen from the annexed table for 
the last quinquennial period :— 


£ 
1908-9 .. an ai Ae a3 es 65,694 
1909-10... ° .. hs oy ae = 65,739 
1910-11... pe ay ee 23 Pe 65,066 
1911-12 .. Be ee be aa i 71,978 
1912-13 .. Ns oe Se se a 66,292 


Customs and Excise duty were the heads which accounted for the 
chief falling off. The latter was due partly to disturbance caused by 
a change of law substituting Imperial for the old Winchester measure, 
and partly to a decrease in the drinking habits of the population. 


Post Office receipts were swelled by the large demand for the new 
Georgian issue. 

The variation in other heads was no more than usual. 

The recurring decrease for some years in the number of licences for 
sale of intoxicating liquor referred to in the last report was arrested, 


£1,532 being the collection, as against £1,524 the year before. The 
number of licences, and the revenue derived therefrom, is shown below : 





| No. issued during quarter ended on — 











! 
Description of ea hat tie Seater Ore 
Licence. goth | 30th | Bist | Sia, | Revenue 
June, . Sept., , Dec., ; March, 
1912. | 1912 | 1912. | 1913. | 
re less se eel : Stee 
i | £ os. d 
Wholesale .. ash 2 2 2 40 0 0 
Retail Spirit. . wf 41 41 41 41 1,348 0 0 
Bottle ne ne 2 2 2 2 80 0 0 
Refreshment House | 2 2 2 2 60 0 0 
Hotel. . oe cl 
Occasional .. ae 4 2 2 2 42 6 
ete 
I j#1,582 26 








The expenditure amounted to £67,825, including £199 from the 
Imperial Agricultural Grant-in-aid, £49 of which was from the 
unexpended balance of previous years’ grants. 


The expenditure from local funds was £67,626, being £771 less than 
estimated, and £1,154 less than in the year before. 


The following statement gives the detail :— 
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Hzaps oF EXPENDITURE. 1911-12. 1912-13. 

1. Charges on account of Public 
Debt és a 9,396 9,394 
2. Pensions and Gratuities a 2,534 2,448 
3. The Governor .. Me 5 2,093 2,328 
4. Government Office .. ade 1,060 1,071 
5. Treasury, &c. .. we wee 2,887 3,091 
6. Post Office .. 2,159 2,226 
7. Port and Marine Department: 1,119 1,341 
8. Audit Department .. - 546 578 
9. Legal Departments .. a 3,932 3,983 
10. Local Forces .. te a 579 719 
1l. Police .. <A 8 a 4,293 4,467 
12. Prisons .. os se 1,350 1,173 
13. Medical Department a ae 2,980 3,086 
14. Sanitation and Hygiene ‘ 156 600 
15. Hospitals and se blac ae 4,237 4,739 
16. Charitable oy 2 522 531 
17. Education hee ee Me 5,041 5,075 
18. Ecclesiastical .. . aa 1,600 1,600 
19. Agriculture... ae 804 1,150 
20. Miscellaneous Services , 6,226 5,306 
21. Colonial Engineer’s Department 3,048 2,966 
22. Public Works Recurrent en 7,357 7,293 
23. Public Works Extraordinary 4,849 2,448 


Total Local Expenditure .. £68,780 £67,625 
19a.Agriculture (from Imperial 
Funds) at ns oe 548 199 











Total Expenditure .. £69,328 £67,824 








The only expenditure of an unusual character was £368 odd under 
the head Sanitation, in connection with a campaign against rats 
which was started and vigorously conducted throughout the year. 

In other respects it was an average year, estimated expenses being 
cut down here and there where possible in the endeavour to counter- 
balance the slight fall in the revenue below the estimated figure. 

The following gives the figures of expenditure for each year of the 
last quinquennial period :— 


£ 
1908-9 “ on i oe oe 65,037 
1909-10 ne 23 is af m3 64,446 
1910-11 2 a ae sre = 67,288 
1911-12 ae oe ms 3 Re 69,328 
1912-13 ce as ae oe ae 67,824 


As a result of the transactions of 1912-13, the Colony’s surplus at 
31st March was diminished by £1,483 and stood at £26,430, making 
with the accumulated Public Buildings Insurance Fund, amounting to 
£4,816, a total surplus of £31,246, 
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The above Insurance Fund is increased annually by a direct addition 
from public revenue of £300 as well as by the sum of accruing interest 
which is reinvested. 


Of the surplus, £25,606 is invested in securities by the Crown Agents 
in England, £500 is on deposit locally at the Colonial Bank, and £3,282 
is on loan to the Castries Town Board and Water Authority. 


Pustic Dest. 


The public debt of the Colony at 31st March, 1913, stood at £142,229 
lls., and the accumulated sinking fund towards its redemption at 
£20,670 2s. 9d. The debt is made up of the following :— 


£4 Secs 
Castries Harbour Loan . . 1 .. 48,350 0 0 
Immigration mn ke Br a 7,400 0 0 
Central Factory .. ie as ee 6,900 0 0 
Public Works .. se ee .. 50,579 11 0 
Castries Waterworks (Colony’s contri- 
bution towards cost) th .. 12,000 0 0 
For loan to Castries Town Board (for 
Waterworks and other purposes) .. 17,000 0 0 


£142,229 11 0 


Of the above the interest and redemption charges on £17,000 are 
recovered from the Town Board’s municipal revenues, as also on £550 
of the £50,579 11s. for Public Works. 


CURRENCY. 


The currency consists of British and American gold, notes of the 
local branch of the Colonial Bank, and British silver and copper. A 
few Bank of England notes are occasionally seen. Accounts are kept 
in sterling by the Government, and in dollars and cents by the Bank 
and mercantile firms, the dollar being equal to 4s. 2d. 


Finances or MuNICIPALITIES. 


The management of the affairs of Castries, the chief town in the 
Colony, is vested in a Board elected by the ratepayers. The small 
towns and villages of the Colony are controlled by wardens appointed 
by the Governor in Council. In the case, however, of the towns of 
Soufriére and Vieux Fort and the village of Dennery “ Improvement 
Committees”? have been appointed to advise generally on matters 
relating to those places. 


The revenue of the towns and villages consists, principally, in Castries, 
of receipts from the house tax, water rates and dues, market dues and 
licences, and in the other towns and villages of receipts from house 
tax, supplemented in the case of Soufriére by water rates and dues. 


The following statement shows the revenue and expenditure for the 
last three years of the towns and villages, the amount of their indebted- 
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ness at the 31st March, 1913, and the balance standing to their credit 
at the same date :— 


| 
| 






































1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13. wes | Bed 
oa a 
ge | 8s 
a . . ie x 
Town or § § 5 as ag 
Village. $ 3 é 2 3 #& |83);98 
2|%3)2|2 2) 2/32/32 
o Q o Q @ 9 Sp | Dp 
ei el 5 | &| & | &|88 | 8s 
ao )e |e | a |e |] fic 
ro £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Castries .. 6,301 | 5,990 | 6,440 | 5,396 | 5,571 | 8,396 |20,832| — 
Soufriére 527 557| 544| 577) 523) 523] 1,500) 117 
Vieux Fort 177 | 138) 174; 211] 163) 193 42 
Laborie .. 81 55 80 67 82) 105 99 
Canaries... 43 46 78 86 51 55 43 
Dennery We --| 158 113} 338) 176) 159] 125 465* 
Gros Islet as -.| 100 79| 102); 134] 104] 107); 211 
Anse la Raye .. ve (84 49 81) 184 88 96 33 
Choiseul .. Si Ee 43 43 42 25 45 62 35 
Micoud .. ty ..| 74 96 73 66 67 49 | 66 





*Includes grant of £200 from General Revenue for new Waterworks 
not yet commenced. " 


During the year under review the improvement of the Castries 
waterworks supply referred to in the last report was completed and 
opened. By this Castries obtains an increased daily gallonage of 
169,000 of the best possible quality from the high mountain sources 
far at the back of the town, and is thus placed in an enviable position 
both as regards water for domestic use and to meet the demand of 
the continually increasing volume of shipping calling at the port. 


From various causes the desired Dennery water supply could not 
be undertaken during the year, but it has not been shelved; a final 
decision as to filter beds and ways and means of meeting the increased 
cost has recently been come to, and the materials, etc., are at the 
time of writing under order. 


In the other small towns there has been nothing that calls for special 
record ; their condition, favourably referred to last year, continues to 
be maintained. 


IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports AND Exports. 


The following is taken from the Treasurer’s Annual Report :— 


“The value of the imports was £315,361, or £3,239 less than the 
previous year. The countries of origin are shewn as under. The 
figures given are for the calendar year. 
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Countries whence imported. Value. 
£ 

United Kingdom ms i Be .. 71,495 
Canada .. ie iG te af .. 12,294 
Other British countries a ee oe 13,726 
United States of America a4 fe .. 196,059 
France os a6 ae ae e 6,848 
Germany .. a ees ie ne ae 2,765 
Denmark acd Me ne Re aa 1,205 
Peru ae oye as sy M ws 2,361 
Other foreign places. oe * re 5,531 
Parcel Post af Ae a a3 me 3,077 

£315,361 





“The imports from the United Kingdom apparently continue to fall. 
In 1910 and 1911 they were respectively £79,547 and £75,976. In 
1912 they were £71,495. The imports from the United States show a 
slight increase, as also the imports from Canada. Probably much of 
the flour and possibly other articles which appear as imports from the 
United States were the produce of Canada. When certificates of 
origin come to be produced under the Customs preferential tariff the 
imports from Canada will show a considerable increase. 


“ The imports from the United States include £141,601 bunker coal. 


“Goods to the value of £22,819 were entered duty free under the 
exemption list in the tariff, as follows :— 


£ 
For Agriculture and manufacturing industries ‘11,916 








», Government an as : 4,749 
», Castries Town Board an a fe 2,059 
» Churches .. 3 ae ee oe 771 
» Coasting Steamer .. Re ~ an 136 
», Governor and Administrator ni oh 94 
Under General List “a Ae 35 “a 3,094 
£22,819.” 
A summary of the imports is as follows :— 
1911. 1912. 
£ £ 

I. Food, drink and tobacco Ne 75,971 72,811 

II. Raw materials and articles 
mainly unmanufactured .. 152,855 150,451 

III. Articles wholly or mainly manu- 
factured ee oe .. 78,344 88,778 

LV. Miscellaneous and unclassified, 

including imports by parcel 
post .. es a te 3,840 3,321 


V. Bullion .. “ay fs hy 8,080 
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Exports. 


The total declared value of exports was £287,716, being some 
£14,000 in excess of the previous year’s total. 
The following is a summary :— 
Exports other 
Island than Island 


Exports to Produce Produce. 
i. 
United Kingdom .. a 2 67,818 2,376 
Canada... ae oe a 8,481 — 
France as Be vA es 23,633 — 
Holland .. an ae aa 3,248 — 
United States %: ae ee 2,350 18 
Germany .. ia e a 152 1,709 
Barbados .. Bs Xe 28 1,970 171 
Other places He at 2 862 6,122 
Bunker Coal = ae res — 166,312 
Ships’ Stores ae v oe —_ 2,494 


£108,514 £179,202 


The value of imported goods exported as ships’ stores has been 
kept for the first time and works out, according to the Treasurer’s 
report, at £2,494, which is a rather lower figure than had been 
supposed. 

The output of usine sugar was the lowest for some years. Cocoa 
was slightly less than in 1912. 

Lime juice has risen from £148 to £1,007, and this will probably 
be more than doubled in 1913. 


Coatinc TRADE. 


This important business continues to thrive. Although not quite 
up to the figure of the previous record year, the shipment was not far 
short of it, as the annexed table shows :— 


Year. Tons. £ 

1908 on ne Pe As 85,460 102,288 
1909 a 3 ae 7 96,462 115,754 
1910 4s rf: ae a 97,384 116,861 
ll. 139,056 «152,962 
1912. «84,783 «166,312 


The actual importation of coal, 129,466 tons, was the highest yet 
recorded, 

The following paragraphs of interest are taken from the Treasurer’s 
report : — 

“Comparing these figures with the shipping statistics for 1911 of 
the twenty-three principal ports in the self-governing Dominions, 
Crown Colonies, Possessions and Protectorates, published in the Board 
of Trade Statistical Abstract, only twelve of those ports were ahead of 
St. Lucia in steam tonnage, namely, Hong Kong, Singapore, Colombo, 
Gibraltar, Malta, Penang, Aden, Port Natal, Cape Town, Calcutta, 
Victoria, B.C., and Bombay. 
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“ Bunker coal to the amount of 134,783 tons was supplied to 585 
steamers. The facilities for quick coaling at St. Lucia cannot be made 
too well known. Coal is delivered at the rate of 100 tons an hour, 
and with much greater celerity when required. On 6th February, 
1913, 1,116 tons were delivered to H.M.S. “Cumberland” in 5} 
hours, equal to 203 tons an hour. 

“Fresh water is also delivered from alongside the wharves at the 
rate of 4,000 gallons an hour. The charge for water is for every 100 
gallons supplied to warships Is., and 1s. 6d. to all other vessels. The 
quantity taken in 1912 was 3,307,804 gallons. 

“Ships are coaled and watered day and night.” 


Mines, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


The sugar factories at Cul-de-Sac, Roseau, Vieux Fort, and Dennery 
were all working during the year. 

The following figures show the quantity of rum distilled, consumed, 
and exported during the last five years :— 








Year. Distilled. Consumed. | Exported. 
a aes a =wee ae u « eC 
\ 
| Galls. Galls. Galls. 
1908 | 83,532 | 51,216 23,440 
1909. 72,633 | 46,949 27,883 
1910. <a 49,256 | 42,456 4,692 
190s ee | 63,961 | 44,516 12,787 
1912 | 59,739 31,865 | 26,577 
' 





During the year a steam plant for concentrating lime juice was 
installed on one estate, and several small temporary works were put 
up to deal with small first crops which are now in process of being 
replaced by more complete and modern installations. 

The question of the erection of a small central factory by the Govern- 
ment, with a view more particularly to stimulating lime cultivation 
among the peasantry, was discussed, and this has since taken satis- 
factory and practical shape, and bids fair to meet with a considerable 
measure of success. 

Fishing is carried on regularly all round the coast of the Island, but 
only to meet local daily demand. 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES. 


Sugar and cocoa head the list of the Colony’s important products. 
Lime cultivation is, however, making very rapid strides, and in the 
course of a year or two there is likely to be a very marked development 
in the cropping capacity of quite a number of estates, while the area 
planted in limes is ‘steadily being added to. 

The quantity and value of the export of sugar and cocoa during the 
past five years were as follows :— 
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| 
Cocoa. i Sugar: Usine. Other sugar, 
H muscovado, 
| | i and products 
| Quantity.| Value.  Quantity.. Value. | thereof. 
| Bags of \ 
200 Ib £ Tons. | £ £ 
1908 .. 6,775 30,488 4,881 | 53,691 2,813 
1909 ..; 10,850 54,275 5,360 | 59,623 2,265 
1910 .. 8,187 40,935 5,199 64,988 2,674 
1911 ..| 10,368 46,656 4,288 | 52,535 1,955 
1912 .. 9,573 43,099 4,246 | 48,830 2,117 
I 





Lime juice was exported to the value of £1,007, as against £148 in 
the year previous. 


The Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture and the Entomologist 
and Mycologist attached to his department paid several visits to the 
Colony during the year. 


Early in 1913 a decision was taken by the Government to acquire 
a property in the southern part of the island for the establishment of 
a new Agricultural Nursery and Experiment Station to take the place 
of that at Union, which has never been .atisfactory; the remainder 
of the land not needed for the above purpose is to be disposed of on 
the lines ofa small land settlement scheme. Nosuch step has hitherto 
been taken in St. Lucia, and it remains to be seen how it will work out 
in practice. The progress made will be matter for record in the 
current year’s report. 


Land Grants. 


Thirty-five grants for Crown lands were issued during the year, 
the acreage disposed of being 247 acres. The price of such land is at 
the rate of £1 per acre, payable one-fifth on application and the rest in 
four annual instalments. 

Fifty-four new applications for land were filed. 


SHIPPING. 

The total tonnage of shipping entered and cleared at the port of 
Castries, the only port of entry in St. Lucia, amounted to 3,490,042. 
The steam shipping entered included 28 colliers, with 129,465 tons of 
coal. 


The port was visited by six warships and four yachts. 


A summary of the statistics for the last five years is attached :— 
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Vessels Entered. 























i British. i Foreign. 
| | ; 
Year. | Steamers. Sailing Vessels. ! Steamers. | Sailing 
| i i; Vessels. 
| No. No. | tonnage No. peainee |S No. Tonnag. No. onan 
| 
ne 


| 
1908 | 487 957,866 | 203 | 7,340 | 90 wo 126,337| 38 | 2,267 
1909 | 518 | 1,027,837 | 201 | 6,003 127 | 220,961| 45 | 2,731 
1910 | 557 | 1,143,092 | 228 | | 7,437 135 | 241,808; 40 | 2,712 
1911 817 | 1,782,911 | 182} 5,086 126 | 208,500} 41 | 2,535 
1912 | 684 | 1,488,397 | 216 | 5,591 106 | 155,205 | 30 

| 


























1,733 
Vessels Cleared. 
British. i Foreign. 

| a ars > eae 
Year. Steamers. Sailing Vessels.' Steamers. Sailing 
sie Vessels, 

| nares 

| No. | Tonnage. = No. [Povnsee, No. Iromnage, 8 7 Tonnage. 














1909 | 517 | 1,025,251 | 197 5,574 129 | 224,895] 44 | 2,662 
1910 559 | 1,146,983 228 7,928 134 | 239,687; 40 | 2,712 
1911 815 | 1,778,865 182 | 5,110 | 127 | 210,621) 41 2,535 


| 
1912 686 | 1,492,443 216 5,572 165 | 248,136! 30 1,733 


| 
i. 
l | l 
1908 | 487 958,607 | 201 | 7,387 | 89 | Se 38 | 2,267 
| 





I 





Castries is also a port of registry, and at the close of 1912 had thirteen 
vessels on the register, with a tonnage of 608. All these are small 
sailing vessels locally owned, with one exception, a schooner of 417 
tons, the register of which has since been cancelled. 

Five new vessels, aggregating 95 tons, were added during the year. 

New lights were projected at Tapion and Vigie, on the promon- 
tories at the entrance to Castries harbour, as also new and improved 

- leading lights for the harbour. The projects have now taken due 
shape, and, when complete, will be a great addition to the safety and 
comfort of the port. 


Pusric Works. 


Under this head, in addition to the ordinary annual upkeep of roads 
and byways and maintenance of public buildings and property, which 
involves very considerable outlay, various extraordinary works were 
undertaken, and two large works of primary importance were carried 
to completion | during this year. 

These were the bridge across the Troumassee River on the windward 
side of the island, the total outlay on which was £1,701 4s. 10d., and 
the new lighthouse and light at Moule-a-Chique, the total expendi- 
ture on this valuable installation being £3,104 15s. 8d. 
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The bridge is one that has long been needed, the river which it 
spans being about the largest and most dangerous on the line of the 
Colony’s main highways. 

The light is a third order flashing white light, and is one of the finest 
lights, if not the finest, at present existing in the West Indies, and can 
be seen at a distance of 40 miles and over. 

It adds materially to the comfort and safety of the increasing run 
of shipping coming to the port of Castries. 





TI.—LEGISLATION. 


Eleven Ordinances were passed during the year, but none were of 
particular importance. Various regulations were also made and 
promulgated under the authority of existing Ordinances, those for 
the management and control of the Victoria Hospital and the new 
Lunatic Asylum, and for the destruction of rats under the Public 
Health Ordinance being worthy of note. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


The 1912 Report of the Inspector of Schools furnishes the following 
figures :— 


1911. 1912. 

Number of Schools. . eS a 53 52 
»  onrolls .. r a 7,268 7,307 
Average attendance aA a 4,625 4,814 
Number examined ea es 6,227 6,572 
Government Grant-in-aid .. £3,912 £3,925 


Of the 52 schools 45 are Roman Catholic, 4 Anglican, 2 Wesleyan, 
and 1 East Indian Mission (Presbyterian). Of the 7,307 children on 
the rolls 3,614 are boys, 3,693 girls. 

The examinations in agriculture were carried out by the Agricul- 
tural Department The number of schools examined was 16, and the 
Superintendent of Agriculture reports that the marks obtained average 
nearly 7 per cent. more than those of the previous year. He also 
states that the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture visited the three . 
school-gardens in Castries and expressed his appreciation of the pro- 
gress that had been made in agricultural teaching in the primary 
schools of St. Lucia. 

Hygiene has been taught, as in previous years, in every primary 
school in the Colony from standard II upwards. The head teachers 
are also supplied by Government with quinine and ulcer remedies for 
free distribution. The Inspector of Schools reports that the results 
of this campaign against malaria and “ sore-foot” have been most 
satisfactory, and that the diminution in the number of absentees from 
school from one or other of these maladies has been most marked. 

St. Mary’s College, the secondary school for boys, received a Govern- 
ment grant of £400 during 1912-13; the average attendance for 1912 
was 45, of whom 8 were Government scholars from the primary schools 
and 4 scholars nominated by the Roman Catholic vestry. St. Joseph’s 
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Convent, the secondary school for girls, received a grant of £150; 
the average attendance was 90. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


The Victoria Hospital at Castries is the one general hospital of the 
Colony. It is a fine stone building and well situated, and has had 
much done for it of late years. The daily average of patients during 
1912-13 was 46 males and 39 females, and the cost works out at 
£1,832 15s. 10d., or 1s. 2d. per head per diem. 

New rules for the institution were passed during the year. 

A fine new Lunatic Asylum, capable of accommodating 80 to 100, 
was opened during the year. This is established in what used to be 
the Ordnance Store Buildings, at Toc, which were handed over to the 
local Government by the Imperial War Department and have been 
remodelled for asylum purposes at a cost of £2,496. 

A European steward has been obtained, who has charge of the 
institution under the medical superintendence of the Victoria Hospital 
House Surgeon. The daily average of patients here during the year 
was 27-8 males and 33°7 females, and the cost £1,260, or about £20 10s. 
per head. 

This establishment puts an end to the unfortunate state of affairs 
which existed while the only provision for dealing sith lunacy was at 
the former very unsuitable location and premises on the edge of the 
town of Soufriére. 

Small buildings are provided at Soufriére, and at the villages of 
Dennery and Vieux Fort, which are used on occasions as casualty 
hospitals and serve the purpose of sheltering accident and other rare 
emergency cases. 

The general Poor-house is at Malgretoute, on the sea beach within 
a mile of Soufriére, and shelters a daily average of 65 patients. 

The Yaws Asylum is in the same vicinity. Much improvement 
has taken place of late at these last two institutions under the present 
Medical Officer in charge, Dr. Hughes. Much work has also been 
done with Salvarsan, and the hospital has been kept full with cases 
brought to be operated on with the new remedy. 

There are visiting stations at various other points where Medical 
Officers attend regularly on fixed days and are available to those 
who require their services. 

At Castries the general dispensary was removed from the Victoria 
Hospital and established in town under the charge of the Medical 
Officer of the No. III or Castries and Anse-la-Raye District, by whom 
a very large number of cases were treated. 

There is no reformatory or industrial school in the Colony. 

There is a Public Library and Reading Room in Castries, receiving 
grants from the Government of £100 per annum and from the Munici- 
pality of £25 per annum ; it leaves a good deal to be desired, but there 
has been some movement latterly towards better conditions. 

In Soufriére there is quite a neat and useful little library, and a 
small grant of £20 is made by the Government towards its support. 

In the village of Dennery a very modest institution of the kind also 
exists and receives Government aid. 
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Savines Bank. 

There is a Government Savings Bank with 1,649 depositors, and a 
total sum on deposit at 31st December, 1912, of £20,150. Over 
£19,417 of this stands invested in various securities by the Crown 
Agents. 





VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The Police Force consisted of a Chief, a Sergeant-Major, a Staff 
Sergeant, and 69 West Indian non-commissioned officers andmen. The 
Force is armed and receives musketry and drill instructions from its 
Sergeant-Major, who is a European military non-commissioned officer. 

In addition to their ordinary duties, the police carry out a consider- 
able amount of work in connection with the details of administration, 
such as enforcement of sanitary regulations, distribution of poor and 
medical relief, registration of births and deaths; and in certain 
districts they are in charge of the post offices and the telephone 
exchanges. 

The total expenditure on the department was £4,510, of which 
£3,886 was for personal emoluments and £624 for clothing, 
equipment, &c. 

A great addition to the comfort and contentment of the Force has 
been the establishment during the year of a canteen under rules duly 
made by and under the direct supervision of the Chief. Most things 
that the men need can be obtained at the canteen at very reasonable 
rates. 

Prisons—The total number of persons committed to the Royal 
Gaol was 445, of whom 86 were on remand and 359 for imprisonment 
on conviction. The daily average number in prison was 42°39— 
29°55 males, 12°69 females, and 0°15 juveniles. The highest number 
in confinement was 55 and the lowest 29. 

The average number on the sick list was ‘92. The Medical Officer 
reports that on the whole the year was a healthy one so far as the 
prison was concerned, and there were no deaths. 

The expenditure on the establishment was £1,174, and the average 
cost of a prisoner was 1s. 64d. a day, or £28 2s. 84d. per annum. The 
total estimated value of prison labour was £427 16s. 9d. 

Criminal Statistics —The following table shows the average figures 
for the five years 1907 to 1911, and the actual figures for the year 
ended the 3lst March, 1913 :— 





Average 
1907-11 1912-13 
Offences reported .. on ms et 1,517 1,635 
Summary Convictions :— ; | 
Offences against property 8 mel 142 | 156 
Offences against the person .. 5a 305 | 228 
Other offences .. ip “a loll | - 1,249 
Convictions in Superior Court :— | 
Homicide .. Le Se na 3 _ — 
Offences against property a rier 1 14 
Offences against the person .. o 5 8 
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VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 


Population.—The Registrar of Civil Status computes the population 
at 3lst March, 1913, to have been 49,963, divided into 22,919 males 
and 27,044 females. Emigration and immigration are not taken into 
consideration in the computation, and the figures are based on the 
natural increase of the population, the census figures of 1911 being 
used as the starting point. The population at the same date in the 
previous year was estimated at 49,205. 

The birth-rate of the year (excluding still- ee was 34°5 per 
thousand of the total population, compared with 35°5 per thousand 
in the previous year. The number of births was 1,829. The death- 
rate was 19°3 per thousand, as compared with 20-2 per thousand in 
1911-12. There were 224 marriages during the year; in 1911-12 
the number was 251. 

Public Health and Sanitation.—The public health during the year 
was quite normal, and the medical officers agree in reporting that it 
presented no feature calling for special comment. This is borne out 
by the slight decrease which occurred in the death-rate. 

Sanitary affairs received the usual strict attention, and the Chief 
of Police (whose department is entrusted with the carrying out of the 
sanitary regulations) states that in Castries there were 53 convictions 
and in the country districts 65 convictions for breaches of the law. 

Tn addition an active campaign was started in Castries against rats, 
under the direction of the Port Health Officer, Dr. King, and much 
good work has been done both in reducing the numbers of the vermin, 
and rat-proofing, etc., the buildings which harboured them. It is 
rather a costly undertaking, but very expedient for the protection of 
this important shipping port. A visit was also paid to the Colony, 
more particularly in this connection, by an expert from England, 
whose recommendations for more up-to-date and effective sanitary 
control have since been under consideration. The Government's 
powers, however, are somewhat circumscribed by want of a sufficiency 
of funds to meet so wide an enlargement of sanitary energies. 

Climate-—The average annual rainfall recorded at 25 stations 
during the year 1912 was 72°98 inches; in 1911 it amounted to 114-01 
inches, recorded at 20 stations. The highest rainfall was recorded at 
Warwick Estate, in the Choiseul District, where 120°73 inches were 
received. The lowest amount, 39°12 inches, was received at Moule-a- 
Chique, at the south-western extremity of the island. Novembet was 
the wettest month, and February the driest. 

The mean monthly temperature recorded in the shade at the Botanic 
Station in Castries was 79° F.; the maximum recorded at the same place 
was 91°5° F. in September, the minimum being 64° F. in April. 

The mean monthly corrected readings of the barometer ranged 
between 29°929 in October and 30256 in November. The mean 
annual pressure was 30-039. 





wrt OIMsy AND TRERDPITONT orRytTom 
VillL—POsTAL AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


The fortnightly intercolonial mail service performed under contract 
by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company’s steamers was regularly 
carried out during the year under review; and the intercolonial 

(C19) B 
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steamers of the Compagnie Generale Transatlantique (which touch at 
Castries going and coming en route between French Guiana and the 
northern French Colonies) also regularly called, as did the vessels of 
the Quebec Steamship Company (which call on their fortnightly 
voyages to and from New York) and of the Danish Hast Asiatic 
Company. 

The contract between the Colony and Messrs. Pickford & Black, 
reference to which was made in the last Report, under which the 
Company’s steamers call at St. Lucia on their voyages to and from 
Halifax, was also regularly carried out during the year. 

The total revenue of the Post Office was £2,557, and the expenditure 
£2,226, giving a balance in favour of revenue of £331. 

The principal postal statistics for the last two years are as follows :— 


1911-12. 1912-13. 
Letters and Postcards :— 


Sent = : or 106,239 105,753 
Received .. Ss ee .. 105,474 105,422 
Inland: sent and received .. 94,950 94,148 
Parcels despatched .. ox me 479 544 
» received. Ey S, oH 3,154 3,278 
British Postal Orders issued oe 4,986 4,729 
55 35 5 value Ae £2,769 £2,643 

4 Hs 5 paid a 846 1,097 

oa Re ny value me £392 £536 
Money Orders issued = .. £4,852 £4,586 
is gy paid: oe .. £3,355 £3,868 


There is a regular and daily postal communication, under local 
contract, between Castries and the leeward coastal towns and villages, 
the service being carried out by the Royal Mail Company’s coasting 
steamer. On the windward side of the island communication by post 
is overland and is made twice a week only. 

All towns and villages of the island are connected by telephone with 
Castries. 

The total mileage in operation during 1912-13 was 216 miles, with 
140 subscribers, as compared with 137 in the previous year. The 
messages transmitted numbered 172, and 543 three-penny tickets 
were sold to non-subscribers using public telephones. The sale of 
tickets showed an increase of 124 per cent. on the previous year. The 
revenue for the year was £833, and the expenditure £442. 





IX.—GENERAL REMARKS. 


The year 1912-13 was one of reasonably satisfactory progress as 
indicated by the detail already given, but there were no especially 
remarkable occurrences. 

My. E. J. Cameron, C.M.G., Administrator, who, as recorded in the 
last report, left the Colony on duty on 17th March, 1912, as the Colony’s 
representative at the Trade Reciprocity Conference at Ottawa, had 
the honour of being elected by his colleagues Chairman of the West 
Indian delegates. The Conference was satisfactory and successful 
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Tae ADMINISTRATOR TO THE GOVERNOR. 


Government House, 
St. Vincent, 
8th January, 1914. 
Sir, 

I wave the honour to forward to your Excellency, for trans- 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF ST. VINCENT FOR THE 
YEAR 1912-13. 
I.—FINANCIAL. 
General REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The following comparative statements and tables give the heads of 
Revenue and Expenditure and the amounts received under those 
heads for the years 1911-12 and 1912-13, as well as the total Revenue 
and Expenditure for each of the last five years 1908-9 to 1912-13 :— 


Table 1. 
Comparative Yearly Statement of the Revenue. 
Heads of Revenue. Amount Amount 
collected collected. 
1911-12 1912-13. 
£ £ 
1. Customs : 
Import .. se Pe 14,982 17,268 
Export .. 968 1,043 
2, Port and Harbour Dues > 
Tonnage in one 607 609 
Port .. 95 109 
3. Licences, Excise ‘and In- 
ternal Revenue : 
Licences—Liquor .. 532 596 
Do. —Other ip 1,257 1,313 
Excise .. se 4,607 3,453 
Land and House "Tax oe 3,209 3,023 
Income Tax .. 662 691 
Other Internal Revenue 803 953 
4, Fees of Court or Office, : 
Payments for Specific 
Services and Reimburse- 
mentsinaid .. am 1,633 1,576 
5 Post Office nae 2,053 4,087 
6. Telephones aa Vy 569 625 
7. Rent of Government 
Property 34 38 
8. Interest and Refunds of 
Loans .. 3 1,651 1,548 
9. Miscellaneous Receipts fe 55 68 
10. Sales and Leases of Crown 
Lands .. ao ay 541 724 
Total Local Revenue Se £34,266 £37,674 
11. Parliamentary Grant : 
In aid of no geal 
Department .. ‘ 585 414 


Total General Revenue £34,851 £38,088 


The principal decrease is to be found under Head 3, Excise, and this 
was due to an inadequate production of rum in the local distilleries, 
the deficit being made up by imported spirit. 
nominal and do not call for comment. 
Head 1, Customs, and was due to a general expansion of trade and 
increased circulation of money, owing to the remunerative prices 
obtained for the staple crops of arrowroot and cotton. 
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Table 2. 


Other decreases are 
The principal increase is under 


Comparative Yearly Statement of Expenditure. 


Heads of Expenditure according Expenditure Expenditure 
to the classification employed 


OOAD OP ODE 


in the Estimates 


. Charge on Account of Public Debt 
. Pensions .. 
. The Governor 


Government Office 


. Treasury and Customs .. 

. Audit Department 

. Legal Departments 

. Local Forces 

. Police, Prisons, Port, and Excise 
. Medical Department is 
. Hospitals and Asylums .. 

. Poor Relief a 

. Education. . 

. Post Office Re 

. Telephone Department .. 

. Miscellaneous. 

. Crown Lands and Survey Depart 


ment 


. Public Works Department 

. Public Works Recurrent 

. Public Works Extraordinary 

. Agricultural Department 

. Southern Grenadines Department 
. Government Cotton Ginnery 


1911-12, 


£ 
756 
2,042 
1,589 
658 
1,514 
337 
2,406 
291 
3,433 
1,880 
3,059 
672 
2,058 
1,370 
518 
2,219 


496 
646 
2,465 
3,238 
1,123 
334 


Total Local Expenditure £33,115 
21a. Agricultural Department en 


Imperial Funds) ¥e 


618 





Total General Expenditure £33,734 





1912-13. 


£ 
526 
2,095 
1,702 
690 
1,767 
343 
2,011 
955 
3,434 
9,030 
3,108 
701 
2,178 
1,818 
528 
2,310 


531 
669 
2,774 
2,416 
1,252 
369 
73 





£33,580 
413 





£33,993 
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Table 3. 
Total Revenue and Expenditure for Five Years 1908-09 to 1912-13. 

















Revenue, Expenditure. 
Year. Sel oo 
— Total, — Total. 
£ | &£ £ £ 
1908-9 | Local -- 30,810 Local .. 26,647 
| ImperialGrant 585 ImperialGrant 553 
—— | 31,395 27,200 
1909-10 | Local ++ 27,855 Local ++ 80,732 
ImperialGrant 585 | ImperialGrant 598 
——| 28,440 —— | 31,330 
1910-11 | Local «+ 29,540 Local -. 29,759 
ImperialGrant 585 ImperialGrant 584 
—— | 30,125 —— | 30,343 
1911-12 | Local «» 34,267 Local +. 33,116 
ImperialGrant 6585 ImperialGrant 619 
—— | 34,852 33,735 
1912-13 | Local «. 37,674 Local «+ 33,579 
ImperialGrant 414 ImperialGrant 414 
——} 38,088 —— | 33,993 

















The operations of the financial year have again been successful. 
The Revenue collected has been the largest on record, namely £38,088, 
the actual Expenditure £33,993, was £179 short of that estimated for 
the year, and the Surplus on the year’s working was £4,095. In view. 
of the fact that there was no alteration in taxation, and that over 
£2,000 was spent during the year out of current Revenue upon extra- 
ordinary public works, the financial situation may be regarded as 
satisfactory. ‘ 

Assets and Liabilities. 

The excess of assets on the 31st March, 1912, was £7,775. On the 
31st March, 1913, the account showed an excess of £11,869. 

In addition to the surplus of £11,869, the sum of £25,000, the un- 
expended remainder of a fund contributed by private subscription 
at the time of the eruption of the Soufriére volcano in 1902-03, is 
invested in trust securities, and held as a reserve or insurance fund 
against any possible future disaster which may result from the violence 
of the elements. 

There are also other funds of lesser importance showing assets to 
the Colony, some of which are extinguishable by time, while others, 
like the Graham Bequest Fund, the Alexander Fund, and the Thomp- 
son Home Fund, are used only in respect of the interest they bear. 


Public Debt. 


There is no public debt, the last loan instalment having been repaid 
in May, 1910. There is only one municipal debt, extinguishable in 
November, 1913, amounting to £50 at 3lst March, 1913, for which, 
in case of default, the Colony is ultimately responsible, and which 
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constitutes a first charge upon its revenues. There is no likelihood, 
however, of the Colony being called upon to pay any of this sum, as 
the municipality concerned is well able to bear the interest and 
repayment involved. 

The Colony is similarly responsible for the unpaid balance of the 
hurricane loan to planters from the Imperial Treasury, which was 
at 31st March, 1913, £8,842, towards the repayment of which a sum 
of £2,803 was in hand, invested by the Crown Agents for the Colonies 
at short call. This loan is being steadily redeemed by borrowers at 
the rate of £750 per annum to the local Government, by whom annual 
payments are in turn made to the Imperial Treasury. 

Currency. 

Gold, British and American, notes of the Colonial Bank, and British 
silver and copper constitute the currency of the Island. 

The Government accounts are kept in sterling, and commercial 
accounts in dollars and cents. 


Finances of Municipalities. 

The management of the affairs of Kingstown is vested in a peacd: 
one-half of the members of which are elected by the ratepayers, and 
the other half nominated by the Government. 

The Chairman of the board is annually elected by the members 
forming that body, but cannot in any circumstances be elected for 
more than two years in succession. 

The small towns of the Colony, of which there are six, are controlled 




















by wardens appointed annually by the Government. 
The following comparative statements give the total revenue and 
expenditure of these towns during the last five years :— 
Revenue. 
Town, 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912, 
£ £ | £ £ £ 
Kingstown .. «| 1,695 | 1,736 1,711 1,756 1, 790 
Georgetown a 11g | 143 142 158 159 
Chateaubelair oe 35 33 | 35 | 33 34 
Calliaqua .. ft 32 32 35 39 47 
Barrouallie . . al 38 | 37 41y:) 251 47 
Layou ws . 20 | 28 21 23 | 22 
Bequia a5 Sy 9 9 10 ll 12 
Expenditure. 
Town. 1908, 1909. 1910. 1911, 1912, 
epee £ £ £ 

Kingstown .. --| 1,790 | 1,778 1,813 1,697 1,907 
Georgetown sa 109 | 126 151 | 153 193 
Chateaubelair . «| 27 21 31 | 40 20 
Cailiaqua .. oa 32 27 | 25 | 30 64 
Barrouallie. . we 41 20 27 | 257 [ 49 
Layou os | 24 7 13 25 39 
Bequia an ae 4 17 1 7 6 
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Debis of Towns. 
The debts of the towns at the 31st December, 1912, were as follows :— 
£ £ 
Kingstown Water Supply .. Bh .. 400 ; 
Loan for repair of Rose Place Drain, 
Kingstown ae a3 by Pree 2 
— 571 
Georgetown Water Supply .. oe aA 50 
Barrouallie Water Supply .. a es 184 
£805 


Provision for repayment of these loans is made by rates levied 
annually on the townspeople, and the debts are secured on the general 
revenue of the Colony. 


I.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 

















Imports. 
Value. 
Chief Articles. |} 
1911 1912. 
Class I.— £ £ 
Beef, salted or cured ae as + 466 434 
Biscuits ee Ae a oe | 3,263 5,042 
Butter. tee os “i ad «| 2,101 | 2,151 
Coffee .. os RS se ee 517 517 
Fish, salted, &e. oe Me aes a 4,973 6,006 
Fish, pickled . Se oh 32 ae 1,707 1,376 
Flour, wheaten | ar a alg a3 11,116 15,932 
Flour, other kinds .. ia a eet 585 1,294 
Hams and Bacon Hams .. eal 360 485 
Medicinal extracts and d preparations aI 814 1,497 
Oats .. ar, 7 ne 516 699 
Oilmeal and cake es ee Se 451 | 508 
Oil, clive se Ss a wea 587 694 
Pork, salted or cured pr ae fe 1,636 2,213 
Rice .. : age oe ey 2,911 4,696 
Spirits . . sf oo AY “2 957 1,266 
Sugar, muscovado .. ne Ss or 236 723 
Sugar, refined. . ous Se ao ne 726 955 
Sugar, erystallized ue ite Be ns 514 651 
Wine .. ss ay ee ot 972 875 
Tobacco, cigars, &e. .. os on al 1,233 1,521 
Class II.— os ae S| 
Leather, unmanufactured |. is wal 403 |. 394 
Manure os .- a S| 80 499 
Oil, Cotton seed as 8 st eal 587 494 
Oil, petroleum as 1,786 1,946 
Timber and shingles. . 8,428 | 7,594 
Shooks, staves, &c. .. ae hie is ;| 1,212 1,341 
Class TII.— | 
Textile manufactures, other than rope, ! 
cordage, and canvas i 25,946 25,000 


Rope, cordage, and canvas .. a oe 1,223 I 788 
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| Value. 
Chief Articles. 
| 1911 1912. 
| £ £ 
Hardware or ae £3 5 2,702 2,191 
Agricultural Tinplements ae Be aA 7122 897 
Machinery We an a 997 1,195 
Musical instruments . oh es “a 541 307 
Earthen and glassware nee Aa 2% 1,212 1,015 
Furniture op ae ee ve eal 993 912 
Matches Ss fe a ys eel 413 510 
Paints sk 5 we cel 543 470 
Boots and shoes as AG a 1,523 2,052 
Cement fy | 940 1,693 
Soap .. | 1,515 1,904 
Class IV.— | 
Horses. . 506 603 
Class V.— 
Bank Notes .. 3a ed sa el 2,776 2,192 
| 








In the course of his Annual Report the Collector of Customs reports 
as follows :— 


The total value of the imports for the calendar year amounted to 
£129,142, as compared with £110,926 in 1911. The countries from which 
they were imported are given below, with figures for the previous year 
for comparison. 


1912. 1911. 
£ £ 

United Kingdom £3 es 24 54,895 50,834 
Canada .. Ay an i 23,726 19,630 
British West Indies | ‘ ae. aes 10,795 8,311 
India ae se ae ak me 4,237 2,715 
Newfoundland .. Se ot os 3,301 2,743 
Ceylon .. : a aie 119 128 
Other British Colonies | oe fee 3 1 
United States of America aS a 25,459 21,218 
France .. Lia Be wie Mae 2,298 2,270 
Denmark Pee xy a 2% 1,810 969 
Germany o . oe a 878 908 
Holland . ue ee BY, 507 331 
Foreign West Indies |! a ae 362 432 
Other Countries ae an ie 752 436 


£129,142 £110,926 


The Imports are summarised as follows :— 


1912. 1911. 
£ £ 

1. Food, Drink and Tobacco .. a 56,668 42,406 
2. Raw Materials and Articles mainly 

unmanufactured ae 13,824 13,792 

3. Articles wholly or mainly manufactured 55,694 51,242 

4, Miscellaneous and unclassified 724 710 

5. Bullion and Specie .. Me a 2,232 2,776 


£129,142 £110,926 
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It will be observed that the two classes which practically account for 
the total increase in the value of importations in 1912, as compared with 
those of 1911, are 1 and 3—in the former an increase of 34 per cent., and 
in the latter 9 per cent. 

Exports. 


The total Exports amounted to £111,684, or £17,458 less than the Imports, 
and £6,941 less than the Exports in 1911. 

The following is a summary :— 
Island Exports other than 


Exported to produce. Island produce. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom .. ed a 76,310 564 
Canada £5 ois we 25 3,005 8 
British West Indies si oe 21,027 7,279 
Other British Possessions .. fi —_ 150 
United States of America .. es 2,717 38 
France aie ee os is 63 — 
Foreign West Indies ie Ae 501 13 
Other Countries .. aS a 4 5 
£103,627 £8,057 


The exports of island produce, with declared values, are given below, 
with 1911 figures for comparison :— 











1912. 1911. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

Arrowroot ..| 3,948,681 Ibs. £48,854 | 4,264,130 lbs. £40,430 
Cassaya Starch .. 177,820 ,, 1,287 221,562 ,, 1,268 
Cotton :— | 

Sea Island 2 405,128 ,, 32,073 511,947 ,, 40,529 

Marie Galante. . 46,822 ,, 1,951 26,167 ,, 1,090 
Cocoa : 224,535, 4,366 285,778 ,, 5,069 
Sugar :-— 

Crystallized .. 87,411 ,, 615 363,945 ,, 2,470 

Muscovado.. 311,008 ,, 2,032 406,512 ,, 2,934 
Syrup... ee 6,929 galls. 349 7,056 galls. 338 
Cotton Seed .+| 1,285,200 Ibs. 3,363 | 1,414,894 Ibs. 3,851 
Molasses .. ++} 11,844 galls. 503 16,180 galls. 598 
Pea nuts .. | 3,638 bush. 955 4,080 bush. 1,060 
Pease—Dried .. 1,702, 581 1,116 ,, 396 
Firewood a) 855 cords 419 667 cords 325 
Whale Oil ao 5,394 galls. 340 4,560 galls. 227 
Hides Sa Pek _ 416 —_ 379 
Logwood .. a 45 tons 135 _ _ 
Wool—Raw 6a 1,080 Ibs, 54 605 lbs. 30 
Spice :— 

Nutmegs a 3,942 Ibs, 74 4,132 Ibs. 40 

Other .. *8 1,140 ,, 21 1,204 ,, 18 
Corn we #6 240 bush. 48 818 bush. 152 
Honey .. See 106 galls. 15 84 galls. 12 
Animals .. ae —_ 3,586 —_ 5,556 
Lime Juice aa 691 galls. 35 471 galls. 23 
Coffee een 298 Ibs. 5 178 Ibs. 5 
Fruit—Fresh.. _ 49 _— 65 
Various :— 

Unspecified .. — 1,501 _ 2,091 

£103,627 £108,956 
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The total trade, therefore, of the Colony for the year was £240,826, 
as compared with £229,551 for 1911, being an increase of £11,275. 


The total imports and exports for five years 1908 to 1912 were :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
1908 ca a he .» 118,718 94,739 
1909 oe om os ma 87,810 88,698 
1910... iC ee Be 97,737 101,180 
1911 ee at) as .. 110,926 118,625 
1912 ve .. 129,142 111,684 


The volume and direction of the Colony’s trade in the five years 
1908 to 1912 are given below :— 


Imports. 





—_ | 1908 1909 ; 1910 | 1911 1912 





45, “60 30,2382 | 43,254 | 50,834 | 54,895 
48, 388 | 43,027 | 31,688 | 33,530 | 42,180 
20,065 14,551 | 22,794 | 26,562 | 32,067 


United Kingdom 
British Colonies 
Foreign Countries 





| £ £ £ £ 
| 
| 
i 


Total «., 118,713 | 87,810 | 97,736 | 110,926 | 129,142 





Exports. 





1908 1909 1910 | 1911 1912 





£ £ £ £ £ 

46,328 63,981 73,378 76,874 
37,758 | 40,386 35,306 42,166 31,469 
2,537 | 1,984 1,893 ; 3,081 3,341 


United Kingdom 
British Colonies 
Foreign Countries 

















on 
ae 
1 
is 
> 


- 
94,739 | 88,698 | 101,180 | 118,625 111,684 


Total 





MANUFACTURES AND FISHERIES. 


The Central Cotton Ginnery was established by the Government 
in the year 1903-4. This ginnery has been of great assistance in the 
development of the cotton industry. It is extremely improbable 
that the industry would, without it, have reached its present successful 
state. With the charge of a 1d. per pound for ginning and baling, 
the accounts showed a balance in favour of the ginnery of £894 2s. 7d. 
at the end of the 1910-11 crop year,* and at the end of the 1911-12 
crop year the profits amounted to £1,494 5s. 4d. 

There are three private ginneries in the Colony, the largest of which 
is situated in Kingstown, and is fitted up with five gins. 

The co-operative cotton-buying scheme for peasants at the Govern- 





*The crop year is from Ist September to 31st August of the succeeding 
year. 
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ment Factory, described in the 1910-11 Report, continues to prosper, 
and is yearly conducing to the improvement of the cultivation of this 
product by small holders and also is increasing the circulation of ready 
money in the Colony. During the cotton season just closed, 1912- 
1913, £4,710 worth of cotton was bought at the Government Ginnery 
from small growers. 


About 37 tons of cotton seed of the 1912-13 crop were crushed by the 
disintegrator at the Government Ginnery for manurial purposes. 


The price of lint during the year was for some special bales as high 
as 28d. per pound. The average sale price was, however, from 17d. 
to 20d. for Sea Island cotton, while Marie Galante sold from 6d. to 
10d. a pound. 


The export of whale oil was £228 in 1911-12 and £340 during the 
year under review. This is now apparently a dying industry, owing 
to the reduction in the number of whales visiting these waters. Num- 
erous species of sponges are to be found in the Grenadines, some of 
which are said to be of commercial value, but unfortunately it has not 
yet been found feasible to investigate the possibility of the establish- 
ment of a sponging industry. 


The turtling industry, evidently a declining one also, accounts for 
an export value of £85, as against £302 in 1911-12, £176 in 1910-11, and 
£515 in 1909-10. 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. 


The following extracts from the annual Report of the Agricultural 
Superintendent are significant of the conditions in the above connexion 
which existed during the year under review :— 


It is with regret that another very unfavourable cotton season has to 
be recorded. Up to the end of October, although the rainfall was below 
the average, the cotton fields were full of promise, the plants were bolling 
heavily, and were quite healthy. From October to January the weather 
was very wet—rain falling almost every day. The almost ripe bolls were 
not able to open, and boll diseases destroyed a large proportion of the crop. 

An estimate of the past season’s crop and its value, compared with the 
crops and values of the two previous seasons is now given. 




















1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13. 
Product. : 1 
Quantity, Value. | Quantity.' Value. Quantity.! Value. 
I | 
Sea Island | Ib. £ Ib. Sala Lb? £ 
cotton «+; 561,526 | 42,114) 487,116 | 38,563 | 428,032 | 33,886 
“* Marie Gal- j 
ante” cotton | 26,748 | 1,003| 46,822 1,951 58,737 | 2,080 
tons. | | tons. tons. 
Cotton seed .. 787 | 3,935 700 | 3,500 640 | 3,200 
| | | 
) a | 
Total 6. — | 47,052; — (44,014) — | 39,166 
I i 
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The average price of St. Vincent Sea Island cotton in 1910-11 was taken 
at 18d., and the 1911-12 and 1912-13 crops at 19d. per lb. The “‘ Marie 
Galante” cotton was estimated at 9d. per lb. in 1910-11, 10d. per lb. in 
1911-12, and 83d. in 1912-13. Cotton seed was placed at an all round 
value of £5 per ton. 


The acreage returned as under cultivation was 4,344 acres of Sea Island 
cotton and 1,100 acres ‘‘ Marie Galante.” The total acreage was smaller 
by 661 acres than that of the previous season. This was due to a smaller 
planting of Sea Island cotton, namely 724 acres, as a result of the poor 
yield of the previous season. The “ Marie Galante ” area was, however, 
increased by 63 acres. 


The table given below shows the acreage planted in Sea Island cotton 
in each of the past eight seasons ; the yield of lint and the yield per acre. 














Acreage Weight of lint Yield of lint per 

Crop. | planted. an poundst acre in pounds. 
1905-6 | 790 137,460 174 
1906-7 1,533 268,275 j 175 
1907-8 | 3,200 432,000 135 
1908-9 3,000 372,000 124 
1909-10 2,528 356,139 141 
1910-11 3,587 561,526 156 
191]-12 5,068 487,116 96 
1912-13 | 4,344 428,032 98 

| | Average for § years. 

| 





The records for the last two seasons clearly show the disastrous effects 
of unseasonable weather. 


The returns for “ Marie Galante ” cotton showed that 1,100 acres were 
under cultivation last crop. The season was a fairly good one in the 
Southern Grenadines, where this cotton is grown, and yields above the 
average were obtained. As mentioned in previous reports the acreage 
returns are not very reliable; besides, the cotton is largely intercropped 
with Indian corn and pigeon peas. 


The following are the “ Marie Galante ” crop totals for the 1911-12 and 
1912-13 crop seasons. 





Crop. Area planted. Total Yield. eld per Haunt eg 





1911-12 1,037 acres. 46,822 Ib. | 45 |b. 
1912-13... 1,100 ,, 58,737 ,, 
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Table showing the Quantty and Value of Cotton exported during the 
period from 1903-4 to 1912. 























Sea Island Cotton. All Cotton. 
Year. is a | y 
| weight. | *Vaiue: | Weight. Homie 
! | 
iF 
Ibs. £ Tbs. £ 
1903-4 .. ..| Not known. _ 43,392 794 
1904-5 .. st 77,814 3,890 126,178 4,494 
1905-6 .. el 121,174 | 6,059 138,150 7,674 
1906-7 .. Sol 225,632 16,922 263,036 18,169 
1907-8 .. oa 388,833 29,162 427,819 30,787 
1908 BA 2 387,178 28,426 420,830 30,048 
1909 Re 5 330,936 20,684 350,186 21,325 
1910 ae A 493,494 | 37,238 521,956 38,409 
1911 na BS 511,947 | 40,529 538,114 41,619 
1912 Be oe 405,128 46,822 451,950 34,024 
| 





In regard to the Starch Industry the Agricultural Superintendent 
writes :— 

The minimum sale price fixed for arrowroot of good quality by the local 
Arrowroot Growers’ Association in the European, Canadian, and United 
States markets was 3d. per lb. This price, however, induced shippers of 
arrowroot of low grade to export it in large quantities to the United 
Kingdom, where it was not wanted. It is feared that substantial mone- 
tary losses will be incurred as a result of this action. The low grades are 
chiefly produced by the peasantry. 

The following table shows the exports and value of arrowroot and 
cassava starch in each of the last five years. 





Arrowroot in Cassava Starch 





Year. pounds. Value. in pounds. Value. 
£ | £ 
1908 4,886,379 27,713 236,502 1,352 
1909 5,594,498 31,792 195,166 1,009 
1910 5,302,725 30,089 138,112 781 
1911 4,254,130 40,430 221,562 1,269 


1912 3,948,681 48,854 | 177,820 1,287 





St. Vincent arrowroot is unrivalled as a raw material in the manu- 
facture of chocolate and for general starch purposes. . The soil, climate, 
and water conditions of the Colony are apparently more suited to this 
cultivation than that of any of the other Islands except, perhaps, 
Bermuda. That Colony’s production, however, does not exceed 30 
to 40 tons per annum as against some 2,000 tons produced in St. 
Vincent. Apart from that point of view, it is evident that the market 
for arrowroot is of such a limited nature that St. Vincent can, by herself, 
for many years to come, satisfy fully, indeed more than fully, all the 
requirements of it. 

Of the Cacao and other minor industries Mr. Sands says :— 

There was little to record. Some slight extension of planting was 
undertaken in places where there was a good depth of soil. The exports 
of cured cacao in 1912 were, however, smaller than those of the three 
previous years. 
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The exports of cured cacao for the past five years are given below :— 


Year. Weight in pounds. 
1908 o on oe oe .- 218,664 
1909 ue ee - ae Be os 241,294 
1910 se o o oh oe o 235,236 
1911 a a me es es a 285,869 
1912 oie 223,373 


The increased attention mentioned in last year’s report as being given 
to the planting of coconuts was continued. Besides the importation of 
over 10,000 nuts for planting purposes, a large number of plants were 
raised from nuts produced locally. The greatest extension of planting 
took place on the Carib Country estates, but on several other estates in 
the Windward and Leeward districts plantations were extended. 


Groundnuts.—These are grown on a fairly large scale, more particu- 
larly on the light sandy soils of the higher Windward district. The 
export of unshelled nuts to the intercolonial markets—chiefly Trinidad— 
which amounted to 3,638 bushels in 1911, was increased to 4,080 bushels 
in 1912. 


It might be possible to make an extension of planting and inaugurate 
an export trade with Canada under the new preferential tariff should 
prices prove satisfactory. 

Anthrax, which not so many years ago constituted such a scourge 
amongst stock, has been conspicuous by its entire absence during 1912- 
13. It is gratifying to know that the special vigorous measures taken 
to suppress this disease have been successful. A watchful eye, however, 
continues to be kept in case the disease should resuscitate, the blood 
spores of every animal dying being microscopically examined as soon 
as possible after death by the Government Veterinary Surgeon. There 
are stringent regulations strictly enforced providing for immediate 
report to the Government Veterinary Surgeon direct, or to the nearest 
Police Station, of any animal that dies. 


During the year the Agricultural Department has undergone re- 
organization. The definite post of Agricultural Instructor has been 
abolished and there are now two officers, the Agricultural Superin- 
tendent and the Assistant Agricultural Superintendent in the Depart- 
ment instead of three as formerly. The establishment of an Agri- 
cultural pupil system at the Experiment Station (referred to under 
the head of this Report relating to Education) instead of the Agri- 
cultural Residential School has permitted of this reduction and 
change. Both officers are able to do more constant travelling than 
formerly and planters and peasants benefit appreciably in this connec- 
tion by the new scheme. As usual useful experimental work in cotton, 
arrowroot, cassava, sugar, etc., has been carried out by the Department. 
It is pleasing to note that advice from the officers of the Agricultural 
Department is now more readily sought and taken and that agricul- 
turists are recognizing that the best agricultural methods can only be 
devised and plant diseases and pests only fought and conquered by 
the assimilation of knowledge derived from science and practice. 


Land Settlement and Crown Lands. 

The sales during the year under the land settlement scheme were 
144 in all—rural lots 81, township lots 61 and 2 acre lots. In addition 
228 acres of Crown land were sold out in small lots. Available Crown 
land consists of mountain lands, which are only suitable for small 
holdings for growing provisions and native produce. 


16 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


The revenue from sales and rental of Crown lands was £724, as against. 
£542 in the previous year. 

The allotment, under the land settlement system, of Union Island, 
referred to in last year’s Report, has continued to make good progress, 
nearly two-thirds of the Island being now sold and apportioned. 
Cultivation has increased 50 per cent. and there is every indication 
that the policy of the Government in regard to this dependency is 
fast justifying itself. A Revenue Officer is stationed in Union Island 
who, amongst other duties, is in charge of a branch Money Order Post 
Office and Government Savings Bank established for the convenience 
of the Islanders. 


SHIPPING. 


A table of the entries and clearances of steamers and sailing vessels 
during the years 1911 and 1912 is appended, as also a comparative 
statement of the total shipping during the last five years. These 
figures do not include ships of war, of which four, all British, visited 
the Colony during 1912 :— : 


Sailing Vessels. 
















































































1911. 1912. 
Nationality.| Inwards. Outwards. Inwards. Outwards. 
| J e 
Vessels.) Tons. Vessels Tons. Vessel Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. 
British ht 368 | 8,232 367 | 8,048 382 |9,438 347 | 8,445 
American .. 1} 295 1| 295 1} 125 1 125 
Dutch os 2 108 2 108 6 369 3 272 
Venezuelan _ _— —_ _— 2 52 2 52 
Totals .. 371 | 8,635 370 [587 391 | 9,984 353 | 8,894 
Steamers. 
1911. 1912. 
Nation- Inwards. Outwards. Inwards. Outwards. 
ality. | 
| { 
Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. Vessels.) Tons. /Vessels.) Tons. 
; 

British 97 | 134,542) 97 | 134,542) 101 | 140,588) 100 | 138,922 
Danish 4 6,385 4 | 6,385) 7 | 11,216) 7 | 11,216 
i | 
Totals 101 | 140,927 101 jss0927 108 [131.908 107 290.138 
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Total Shipping for the Past Five Years. 














: a ] 

_— 1908. | 1909. 1910. | 191k. | 1912. 

| | Ae: jimes 
| ! | 

| Tons. Tons. Tons. : Tons. | Tons. 

Inwards ..| 170,154 161,505 145,523 | 149,562 | 161,788 
Outwards 169,829 161,489 145,394 | 149,414 159,032 
‘si eee SRR — be a0 = — 
Totals . | 339,983 | 322,994 | 290,917 | 298,976 320,820 





TII.—LEGISLATION. 
The following Ordinances, eighteen in number, were added to the 
Statute Book during the year 1912 :— 
The Customs 1900, Amendment 1912. 
Jurors and Witnesses Remuneration. 
Land and House Tax 1904, Amendment 1912. 
Land and House Tax 1904, Amendment 1912 (ii). 
Excise. 
Appropriation. 
Passenger Boats (Life-Saving). 
Public Officers’ Guarantee Fund. 
Arrowroot (New Market Fund). 
Aliens. 
Licences. 
Summary Conviction Offences 1911, Amendment 1912. 
“ Shakerism ” Prohibition. 
Opium. 
Wireless Telegraph Amendment. 
Supplementary Appropriation. 
Customs Duties. 
Georgetown Extension. 

Probably the most important of these Ordinances is the “‘ Shakerism” 
Prohibition Ordinance, an Ordinance passed to render illegal practices 
of a degrading and demoralizing nature, indulged in under the guise 
of a pseudo-religion by persons who called themselves Shakers or 
Penitents. This custom was rapidly gaining ground in the Colony, 
sweeping into the vortex of its orgies the most ignorant and super- 
stitious of the people. At the time of writing, owing to this legislation, 
Shakerism is practically a “ dead letter” in the Colony. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 
The results of primary education in 1911-12 and 1912-13 are as 


follows :— 








j 7 
a 1911-12. | 1912-13, 
Number of schools ‘ | 26 | 26 
Number on roll at 31st March... a 4,475 | 4,537 
Average attendance . £ | 2,193 | 2,255 
ea eee: 
Government Grant-in-aid | 1,702 | 1,710 
i 





(C23.) B 
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There is a boys’ secondary school in Kingstown, with an attendance 
of 40 to 50 pupils. The fees charged are £2 per term for each scholar, 
except those under ten years of age in the lowest form, for whom the 
fees are £1 6s. 8d. per term, but when two or more brothers in forms 
above the lowest attend, there is a reduction made of 6s. 8d. for the 
second and 13s. 4d. for the third. An exhibition to this school is 
awarded every year. 

There is a girls’ secondary school, under Government supervision, 
in Kingstown, the attendance at time of writing being 24. The fees 
are the same as at the boys’ secondary school. 

The attendance at the primary schools continues about the same. 

During the year the Agricultural School referred to in former reports 
was closed under a scheme of reorganization, and was reopened as the 
Giammar School, the Girls’ High School taking up its quarters at the 
former Grammar School Buildings. Under this reorganization 
scheme six pupils of the standard of the pupils formerly taught at 
the Agricultural School are instructed by the Assistant Agricultural 
Superintendent in practical agriculture at the Experiment and 
Botanical Stations. These pupils are apprenticed for two years and 
receive graded allowances in proportion to the length of their appren- 
ticeship, coming every day to their work, and living with their parents 
or guardians. 

The fifteen acres of land attached to the Experiment Station is all 
fully worked up in various products, such as cotton, arrowroot, sugar, 
cassava, &c., by the boys themselves, while each pupil is allowed 
a small piece of ground as a vegetable garden, the produce of which 
may be disposed of for his own benefit. 

A small stock farm affords a valuable practical illustration of how 
stock should be kept and fed. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


During the year there were 772 admissions to the Colonial Hospital, 
making with those remaining from the previous year, 816 cases treated, 
as against a total of 1,014 in 1911-12. 

The daily average was 55, as against 60°3, 57, and 55°8 in the previous 
three years. 

The death rate was 5-7 per cent. of the total cases. 

Operations numbered 104 as against 128 in 1911-12. 

The medical officer is greatly assisted in his work by the presence 
of an efficient European nurse-matron, selected by the Colonial 
Nursing Association. 

A portion of the old military citadel at Fort Charlotte is set aside 
for the detention of male lunatics who are violent, or manifest destruc- 
tive tendencies. Other males, as to whom it is judged that they may 
be so treated with safety, are kept under supervision in the Pauper 
Asylum, and female lunatics are also detained there. A portion of 
the wards is partitioned off into cells to provide further and more 
suitable accommodation for these female cases, some of which are 
occasionally acute. 

As soon as practicable any violent or difficult case is, by arrange- 
ment with that Government, sent to Grenada, but sometimes the 
asylum there has not got the requisite accommodation, and the transfer 
is delayed. 
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There were 24 cases under treatment during the year (11 being 
new admissions), of whom 6 were discharged cured, 4 died, and 2 were 
transferred to Grenada. 


The total number of St. Vincent lunatics under care in the Grenada 
asylum was 23, at a cost of £449 3s. 9d. to the Colony. 


The number of inmates of the Leper Asylum on the 31st. March, 
1912, was 6; during the year there were 4 admissions, 1 died and 1 
was discharged, leaving 8 inmates in the asylum at the end of the year. 


Under a Public Health Ordinance which was passed in 1910- com- 
pulsory segregation of pauper lepers is now provided for. 


The Colony’s paupers are housed in the old military buildings at 
Fort Charlotte at a considerable elevation overlooking the town of 
Kingstown. 


At the commencement of the year under review there were 88 
inmates of the asylum, and the admissions and discharges during the 
year were :— 














- = 1 
_ | Male. | Female. | Total. 
Saree igeeeace 
Admissions os a re 20 | 19 | 39 
} ef 
Discharged oe ae . J 3 ! 9 | 12 
Died Dect ah ae -| 18 7 | 25 
| 
Total eee gles 21 | 16 | 37 





leaving 90 on the 31st March, 1913. 


The total expenditure in 1912-13 was £1,008 on the pauper and 
leper asylums, including the cost of lunatics kept locally—against 
£994 last year. 


Chronic tertiary syphilis accounts for the vast majority of cases to 
whom this institution offers asylum for the closing stages of their lives. 


Early in the year 1911-12 the old military hospital was renovated 
and opened as a yaws hospital capable of holding 50 patients. The 
disease of yaws has long been ravaging the homes of the labouring 
population in the Colony, and the institution of this hospital is much 
appreciated by them. The introduction of Professor Ehrlich’s new 
remedy, Salvarsan (606), has more than doubled the number of patients 
passing through and out of this hospital as cured during the year. 


A casualty hospital with four beds was opened at Georgetown in 
the Windward district in August, 1912. This is meant for emergency 
cases, and is a great boon to the people of a district situated 24 miles 
by road from the Colonial Hospital at the capital town of Kingstown. 
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Savings Bank. 


The following is a comparative statement of the operations of the 
Savings Bank for the past five years :— 











Number Balance at credit 
of Amount Amount of Depositors 

Year. Depositors of of at 31st December 

at 31st Deposits. | Withdrawals. (including interest 

December. capitalized). 
£ £ £ 

1908 1,121 6,693 5,929 14,313 
1909 1,063 6,624 7,371 13,869 
1910 1,095 8,686 6,877 15,994 
1911 1,163 9,526 7,923 17,971 
1912 1,194 8,657 8,083 18,935 














The amount due to depositors was distributed thus :— 
At3lstDec., At31st Dec., 


1911. 1912. 

ES z 
Kingstown .. ae me 16,115 16,655 
Georgetown .. we ee 1,107 1,445 
Barrouallie .. a, oe 744 799 
Union Island .. es its 5 36 





Total £17,971 £18,935 





The Government made a profit on the working of the bank of £166. 


There was invested of savings bank funds at 31st December, 1912, 
the sum of £17,146. 


VI.—JUDICIAL. 


The St. Vincent police force consists of a chief, a sergeant-major of 
European birth, and 49 West Indian non-commissioned officers and 
privates. 


They are drilled, and have some training in the use of arms, and are 
supplied with Martini-Enfield rifles. 


In addition to ordinary police work they perform duties in con- 
nection with excise supervision, district post office work, births and 
deaths registration, poor relief, and the management of district tele- 
phone exchanges. The prison is worked entirely by the police, save 
for the assistance of one warder in charge of gangs outside. 


In Kingstown a select number of the force form a fire brigade for 
the town, receiving supplementary pay for this service from the funds 
of the Kingstown Board. 


Two hundred and fifty-seven persons were committed to prison in 
the year, of whom 158 were men, 96 women, and 3 juveniles. The 
daily average was 26°86, as against 28 in 1911-12. 
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The number of cases reported to the police in 1912-13 was 581; of 
these 82 were for offences against the person, 42 for praedial larceny, 
39 for other offences against property, and 418 for other offences. Only 
491 of the above cases were brought before a magisterial court. 


The total number of persons brought before the magisterial courts 
was 1,249; of these 372 were for offences against the person, 122 for 
praedial larceny, 164 for other offences against property, 8 for offences 
against the Masters and Servants Act, 106 for offences against revenue 
laws, municipal, road, and other laws relating to the social economy 
of the Colony, and 477 for other offences. These figures are inclusive 
of the cases reported by the police. 

The total number of convictions in the inferior courts was 859, as 
against 883 in 1911-12. 

These convictions are classed as follows :— 


For offences against the person .. Ga «ats 216 
», malicious injury to property. . ae Zs 9 
,, praedial larceny a a8 ao es 99 
,, other offences against property .. ey 99 
», Offences against Revenue Acts, &c. Se 85 
,, offences against Masters and Servants Act 8 
», other offences .. oy eA oa ue 343 

Total .. 859 


The convictions in the Supreme Court were 5 for offences against 
property, 3 for offences against the person and 1 for other offences. 
The acquittals were as follows :— 
In the Inferior Courts... ee Be Re 151 
Inthe Supreme Court... ie a oe 2 


VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The population at the 1891 census was 41,054. No census was taken 
in 1901, on account of the expense involved, which the Colony was not 
in a position to afford. The population’ by the official census of April, 
1911, was 41,877, which had increased at 31st March, 1913, to 44,434. 

The births registered in 1912-13 were 1,678 (849 males and 829 
females), as against 1,790 in 1911-12 ; of these 1,004 or 59-83 per cent. 
were illegitimate. 

Still-births were 104—32 legitimate and 72 illegitimate—the figures 
for the previous year being 36 and 58 respectively. 

Marriages were 137—a decrease of 16 on last year’s figures. The 
figures are given in the following comparative table of marriages :— 








| i 
Denomination. j 1910-11. | 1911-12. | 1912-13. 

j | 
Church of England | 50 67 | 62 
Church of Scotland Rl 9 | 5 i 7 
Wesleyan ae aS vel 60 | 65 49 
Roman Catholic se 7 | 13 17 
Plymouth Brethren i 1 | 3 2 

| 
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The total registered deaths were 878, as against 914 in 1911-12, being 
19°75 per 1,000 of the estimated population. The infant mortality 
(infants under one year, exclusive of still-births) was 185, being 
21-07 per cent. of the total number of deaths. The similar figure in 
1911-12 was 183 or 20:02 per cent. 

Appended is a table of the causes of death :— 

General diseases (includes syphilis, 80 ; tubercle, 
48, tetanus, 18; malarial fevers, 11; dysen- 


tery, 21) .. a oh : 221 
Diseases of nervous system A af te 34 
» 9» Circulatory system .. ie ay 48 

. »» Tespiratory system .. ee 35 

i » digestive system .. ee ae 196 
Parasites .. fe ss ee - +i 48 
Age a ea fe “3 fs Ze 103 
Still-born .. a ce re ae is 104 
Other diseases de 63s Pes ae os 89 
Total .. 878 


In the towns the authorities are realizing more and more the import- 
ance of stricter sanitation and are taking steps accordingly. In the 
villages, however, sanitary matters are still on a primitive basis, 
although the Government, through their District Sanitary and Medical 
Officers, spare no pains to impress upon the population generally the 
necessity for care in this direction. The establishment of an organized 
Sanitary Department now under contemplation should have far 
reaching effect. In the meantime the provisions of the Public Health 
Act, 1910, are being more rigidly enforced than has hitherto been the case. 

A Trained Nurses’ Association has recently been formed, which has 
for its object the better training of nurses and midwives and the prose- 
cution of women practising midwifery illegally. This Association 
has the sympathy and financial support of the Government and it is 
hoped will be a means of achieving something in the direction of 
diminution of infantile mortality. 

The rainfall for the year 1912-13 (at the Botanic Station, 206 feet 
above the sea level) was 94°89 inches, as against, 119-07 inches in 
1911-12. 

Rain fell on 275 days during the year. 

The maximum fall in twenty-four hours was 3:04 inches on the 8th 
December. 

December was the wettest month, with 11-93 inches. A good deal 
of damage was done to the roads during that month owing to the 
heavy rain, while the effect on the cotton crop was disastrous. 

May was the driest month, with 2°71 inches. 

The mean monthly temperature was 78° F. Maximum for the year 
was 80°6° F. (in September) and the minimum 73°5° F., which was 
experienced in February. 

Except in August and September, when the atmosphere is uncom- 
fortably hot, although not even in those months insalubrious, the 
climate may be regarded as most healthy for both Europeans and 
coloured persons. Malaria is hardly known, while yellow fever has 
proved itself to be a disease of the past. 
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VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 

The fortnightly mail service from and to England continued to be 
performed by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. At Trinidad 
the mails are transferred into the intercolonial ships, which call weekly 
at St. Vincent on regular days—one week with outward mails on the 
way round the islands, and the following week on the way to Trinidad 
with homeward mails. The service was carried on ina satisfactory 
manner. 

The steamers of the Pickford and Black Line, from Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, under contract with the Imperial and Canadian Governments, 
continued to run as usual, while occasional calls were made by the 
steamers of Scrutton’s Direct Line and the Quebec Steamship Line. . 
The East Asiatic Line of steamers from Copenhagen via London and 
the Danish West Indies also made occasional calls. 

There is an inland postal system by which the Windward district 
of the Colony is served three times a week, the Leeward district daily, 
and the Grenadines once a week. 

The postal order system continues to grow in popularity, and its 
extension to the district towns has been accomplished. 

The volume of work in the Post Office also continues to expand, 
which is a sure sign of the upward march of the Colony. 

The revenue of the Telephone Department was £625, including £304 
transferred to that head on account of the Government installations. 
The expenditure was £528. The main installation is in Kingstown 
with branch lines all over the island. The service is a most useful one. 


IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

In 1913 Her Highness Princess Marie Louise of Schleswig-Holstein 
honoured the Colony with a visit and stayed for the month of March 
as a guest of the Administrator and Mrs. Gideon Murray. During this 
time she visited nearly every part of the Colony either on horseback or 
by carriage, being accorded everywhere she went a most loyal and 
spontaneous welcome from all sections of the community. She brought 
with her from England a most graciously worded message from King 
George to his subjects in the West Indies. This message was received 
in St. Vincent, as in every other portion of His. Majesty’s West Indian 
possessions, with much loyal enthusiasm and gratification. 

From October, 1912, until February, 1913, the Administrator was 
on leave of absence in England. During Mr. Murray’s absence, His 
Honour R. B. Roden, Chief Justice, acted as Administrator. 

As already stated earlier in this Report the season for cotton was 
not a good one ; still the remunerative prices obtained for arrowroot 
compensated in a degree for the disappointment over the former crop. 
On the whole the colonists have no reason to regard the position with 
a heavy heart, for cultivation, trade and revenue continue to expand. 
Moreover it has been possible for the Government during the past two 
years to undertake many public works of convenience which for lack 
of funds had hitherto been indefinitely delayed. 

If I were asked what I regarded as the pressing point for considera- 
tion in the St. Vincent agricultural problem to-day, I should without 
hesitation reply ‘Manure.’ Any land, however fertile, which is 
cropped year after year with little or no application of manurial- 
substances will “lose heart” and in time become arid and unfertile. 
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The Government at the moment has under consideration a scheme for 
turning the cotton seed produced every year in the Colony into manure 
by erecting machinery for the separation of the oil from the seed, the 
residue being applied as manure ; but pending the materialization of 
any action that the Government may be able to take it is important 
that agriculturists in their own interests should make every endeavour 
to obtain manures and not grudge the necessary outlay upon what for 
the moment appears unproductive expenditure, but which will repay 
itself handsomely over a series of years. 

The approaching opening of the Panama Canal is already causing 
an influx of visitors to these Caribbean Seas, and if exquisite scenery 
and a healthy climate be inducements to travellers then as years speed 
on we may well expect to see St. Vincent one of the most favoured 
tourist spots amongst the many beautiful West Indian Islands. 

A sketch map of the Colony is attached to this Report. 

: C. Grpzon Murray, 

Administrator. 
30th October, 1913. 
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Sir, 
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Blue Book for 1912, which has been prepared by the Colonial Secretary, 
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E. M. Buttock, 
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Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
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4 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 
REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR THE YEAR 1912. 
L—FINANCIAL. 


(a) GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The revenue for the year amounted to £83,629, being £4,381 more 
than that for 1911, which was £79,248. 


The following tables show the revenue and expenditure for 1912 
as compared with the corresponding figures for 1911 :— 











Revenue. 
Year. Customs. Other Receipts. Total. 
£ £ 
1912 & 67,672 15,957 83,629 
1911 is 63,707 15,541 79,248 
Increase .. 3,965 416 4,381 
Expenditure. 
Year. Personal Other charges. Total. 
Emoluments. 
£ £ 
1912 St 20,238 57,972 78,210 
1911 ste 19,442 70,658 90,100 
Increase .. 796 — — 
Decrease .. _ 12,686 11,890 





The increase in the revenue for 1912 as compared with that for 
1911 was caused by increased receipts from customs, due to the greater 
value of imports during the year. The increase would have been much 
greater had not the duty on certain articles of general consumption 
been reduced. 


The revenue, which dinounted to £83,629 5s. 2d. was made up as 
follows :— 


EF. e8ihd. 

Ad valorem duties tse aS ae 39,842 13 8 
Specific duties .. = a ie BT S29 9 0 
Other Receipts .. ae = iy TGQST 2-6 
Total .. £83,629 5 2 

Heads of Increase. 
a aes 

Cigars and chic Be Pa eh 725 0 0 
Spirits .. ah ne ie 1,059 0 0 
Postal... 6 e ‘a 867 0 0 
Ad valorem duty eo bs BD 1,615 0 0 
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Expenditure. 
The principal increases appear in the following items :— 

£70 eid: 

Public Works .. 3 a ee 8,562 0 0 

Savings Bank... a a a 550 0 0 

Legislation ae ate Jas 582 0 0 

Administration of Justice us se 472 0 0 

Heads of Decrease. 

£ s. d. 

Miscellaneous .. us oy tn 22,024 0 0 

(6) RevENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR LAST FIVE YEARS. 
Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 

1908 ae a me an 57,068 53,586 

1909 a a Ss .» + 68,921 67,093 

1910. Ma “a es 78,593 68,392 

1911 a ses ae 2 79,248 90,100 

1912 83,629 78,210 


The cash balanosi in heads on gist December: 1912, was £18,737, as 
against £13,318 at the end of 1911, and £24,171 at the end of 1910. 


The expenditure for the year 1912 was £11,890 less than that in 1911. 


(c) ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 
The assets of the Colony at the end of 1912 were as follows :— 


s. d. 

Cash in Treasury -. 18,737 3 0 

Advances made to Savings Bank a 6,768 17 0 

Temporary Loan to Savings Bank .. 1,000 0 0 
Amount Invested under the pete 

Act, 1908 19 a ‘ .. 28,3808 3 3 


Total £54,809 3 3 


There were no liabilities on 31st December, 1912, beyond the Public 
Debt, which is separately dealt with. 


(d) Pusiic Dest. 


The Public Debt at the end of 1912 amounted to £45,500, made up 
as follows :—Local Inscribed Stock: Channel Loan, £40,000; Cause- 
way Loan, £5,500. 

On £40,000 of the local inscribed stock the rate of interest is 44 per 
cent., and on the balance (£5,500) the rate is 4 per cent. The first 
mentioned sum was raised in 1893-4 for the purpose of improving the 
channels leading into Hamilton Harbour. The stock is redeemable 
at par in 1923. The seventeenth instalment of £1,000 payable from 
the general revenue of the Colony on account of the sinking fund 
created in connection with the loan was remitted to London last year. 


The amount of £5,500 was raised early in 1900 for defraying a part 
of the cost of repairing the causeway connecting St. George’s with the 
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main island, a large portion of which structure had been destroyed by 
the hurricane in September, 1899. Instalments amounting to £3,750 
towards the sinking fund created in connection with this loan have 
been remitted to London for investment. The stock is redeemable 
at par in 1916. 

Both loans referred to were raised locally. 


(e) CURRENCY. 


All Government accounts are kept in sterling, and English money 
is in universal use. There is no local Government bank. The paper 
money in circulation consists of a limited number of Bank of England 
notes and in the winter a large amount of United States “ green backs.” 
The number of these latter notes in circulation has increased consider- 
ably, and they are accepted generally (although not at the banks) at 
par owing to the fact that they can be used for remittance purposes 
through letter post. The legal tender of silver coin is unlimited. 

There are two local banks, the Bank of Bermuda, Limited, and the 
Bank of N. T. Butterfield & Son, Limited, both incorporated by local 
Acts. 

A Treasury Chest Office, established in connection with the main- 
tenance of the Imperial naval and military establishments in the 
Colony, issues bills of exchange on His Majesty’s Treasury in London, 
and these bills form the basis of exchange with the outside world. 

The Colonial Government keeps a current account with the Bank of 
Bermuda and with the Bank of N. T. Butterfield & Son, Limited. to the 
extent of a maximum deposit of £4,000 at each Bank, against which 
deposits the banks give security to the full maximum amount. 


TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
(a) IMports aNnD Exports. 
Imports. 
The value of the imports (exclusive of specie valued at £11,000) in 
1912 was £626,178. 
Compared with 1911 this shows an increase of £99,942. The fol- 


lowing is a comparative table for the five years from 1908 to 1912 
inclusive :— 





| 7 : eae 
| Other | United 








2 United. “41 | States ‘ Other 
Year. Total. Kingdom. Canada. Cpa: | of d Gountiies: 
| i "| America. | 
" | 
i | i 
£5 eran £ ce ae £ 


1908 390,522 103,581 75,055 5,923 | 204,587 | 3,876 
1909 = 440,648 113,946 83,885 6,799 | 233,982 2,036 
1910 = 517,074 = 158,043 83,429 7,648 f 266,981 973 
1911 545,540 . 153,867 84,129 8,193 | 297,681 1,670 

i 

| 

| 





1912 637,178 170,779 95,799 10,567 353,599 6,434 





In the above figures the value of Government Stores, Civil, Military 
and Naval, is not included. 

The total value of imports from the United Kingdom for the year 
1912 was £170,779, as against £153,867 in 1911 and £158,043 in 1910. 
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The total value of imports from Canada for the year 1912 was 


£95,799, being £11,670 more than in 1911. 


The following table shows the value of imports from Canada (declared) 
during the last ten years :— 


Year. Value. 
£ 
1903... ee ey se me ce 65,693 
1904... ad a ee a = 86,150 
1905... Ae a ER a ste 81,146 
1906... ag ee ie Ag aa 55,451 
1907... ne a Ba = ty 72,388 
1908. 2 Ss hd ae aes 75,055 
1909) «2. ae os ie Ae Ss 83,885 
1910. we re os us he 83,429 
1911. a a S a3 se 84,129 
IO <a a an be ne Be 95,799 


The total value of imports from the United States for the year was 
£353,599, as against £297,681 in 1911 and £266,987 in 1910. 


Exports. 


The value of the exports (exclusive of specie valued at £13,730) in 
1912 was £102,856. 

Compared with 1911, this shows a decrease of £13,339. The total 
value of the exports for the year of the produce and manufactures of 
the Colony was £95,116, as against £106,939 for 1911. 


(b) Manuracturgs AND FIsHERIES. 
Manufactures. 


There is one ice factory, which manufactures most of the ice con- 
sumed locally. 

There is one arrowroot factory, which is equipped with modern 
plant, and is capable of producing a large quantity of this commodity. 

Bermuda arrowroot apparently continues to hold its premier place 
in home and foreign markets. The price (retail) per Ib. in London is 
about 2s. 6d., as compared with 1s. 9d. per lb. for St. Vincent and other 
arrowroot. The cultivation and manufacture of this product could, 
be increased, and would add materially to the agricultural prosperity 
of these islands. 

A factory for the manufacture of cigars from imported tobacco was 
established in Hamilton in 1906, and now supplies the bulk of cigars 
locally consumed. This industry has caused a decline in the quantities 
of cigars imported and a consequent loss of revenue. The value of 
cigars imported for 1912, as compared with 1905, was for 1905, £4,508, 
and for 1912 £3,909. 


Fisheries. 


There are no organized fisheries in the Colony. 


8 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


(c) AcricutruraL Inpusrrms anp Boranican SraTIons. 

The cultivation of onions, potatoes, and lily bulbs for the United 
States markets still continues to be the chief agricultural industry of 
these islands. The principal market is New York. The exportation 
of kitchen garden produce, such as lettuce, beans, peas, parsley, celery, 
carrots, beets, etc., to New York in the early part of the year is increas- 
ing gradually. 

The potato crop for 1912 was large, and the average price received in 
the New York markets was good. 

The quantities exported were as follows :—43,891 barrels, of a 
declared value of £42,281. The quantity exported in 1911 was 32,798 
barrels, of a declared value of £32,000. 

The quantity and value of the onions exported during the last five 
years is shown in the following table :— 


Year. Quantity. Value. 
Crates. £ 

1908 it oH ar 314,342 47,778 

1909 ry Be a 232,368 26,375 

1910 a - ee 134,176 31,094 

1911 ae or ae 187,241 42,711 

1912 140,000 31,183 


The quantity and declared value of the export of lily bulbs was as 
follows :—2,735 packages, of a declared value of £2,245, as against 4,140 
packages, of a declared value of £7,545 in 1911 and 4,148 packages, 
valued at £6210, in 1910. 

The quantity and declared value of arrowroot exported in 1911 was 
4 tons 16 cwt., valued at £628, as compared with 11 tons, valued at 
£1,170, in 1911 and 6 tons, valued at £721, in 1910. 

(d) Surppine. 

The total tonnage of vessels which entered and cleared during the 

year 1912, in comparison with 1911, is shown in the following table :— 
VessELs ENTERED AND CLEARED. 























1911. | 1912. 
= i ees =o ES 
Steam. Sailing. Total. Steam. Sailing. Total. 
ae 
Tons. Tons. Tons. || Tons. Tons. Tons. 

British ..| 1,103,320 4,796 1,108,116 |! 1,083,480 3,949 1,087,429 
American 820 5,328 6,148 |] — 13,303 13,303 
German .. 225,714 _— 225,714 |) 44,836 _ 44,836 
Norwegian 19,980 _ 19,980 jj 32,486 — 32,486 
Austrian .. 5,430 _ 5,430 | 28,372 at 28,372 
Dutch .. 7,794 _ 7,794 10,718 _ 10,718 
Italian .. 18,584 —_— 18,584 17,390 _ 17,390 
Spanish .. 7,992 _ 7,992 | 10,042 _ 10,042 
Greek .. — — —_ 8,810 — 8,810 
Danish ..) — 398 398 | 13,320 _ 13,320 
French .. 2,764 —_— 2,764 || 7,040 _ 7,040 

Swedish .. | 
Mexican .. _ _ _ 190 — 190 
1,392,398 10,522 1,402,920 | 1,256,684 17,252 1,273,936 

i! 
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Suipprnc ENTERED anD CLEARED FoR Last Five Years. 


British. Foreign. 

Year. Tons. Tons. 
1908 on Ba hes 658,748 73,320 
1909 er ye wi 766,960 73,356 
1910 J ee a 1,103,392 285,585 
1911 oe 5 ue 1,108,116 294,804 
1912 os Pe Ae 1,087,429 186,507 


TI.—LEGISLATION. 


Thirty-nine Acts were passed during the year 1912, of which the 
following are the most important :— 


No. 2.—The Chief Justices Salary Act. 


This Act increases the salary of the Chief Justice to £800 per annum, 
it having been represented to the Legislature that difficulty would be 
experienced in filling a vacancy in the office at the former salary. 


No. 5.—The Green Vegetable Inspection Act. 


Under this Act the system of inspection of agricultural produce 
before exportation, hitherto applied only to potatoes and onions, is 
extended to all other vegetables. 


No. 13.—Dhe Fruit Protection Act. 


This measure repeals the Act passed in 1907 with the object of 
exterminating the Fruit Fly (Ceratitis capitata) and provides, at the 
instance of the Board of Agriculture, a new system, which places the 
onus of keeping fruit trees free from the pest on the occupiers of pre- 
mises instead of on the Government Inspectors. 


No. 16.—The Agricultural Department Act. 


The retirement from office of the Superintendent of the Public 
Garden afforded an opportunity of dealing with the further develop- 
ment of the agricultural interests of the Colony, and the Legislature 
readily adopted the present Act, the principal provision of which is 
the appointment of a Director of Agriculture who is to act as the 
official adviser of the Board of Agriculture and to have sole responsi- 
bility for the management of the Agricultural Station. 

The other provisions of the Act place the administration of the 
Station on a more satisfactory basis than existed under the former 
legislation relative to the Public Garden. 


No. 20.—The Dredger Act. 


This Act authorizes the building of a second dredger to be used 
first in deepening and improving the west-end channels leading into 
Hamilton Harbour, and subsequently in other desirable dredging 
operations. 

The necessity for deepening these channels has resulted from the 
large increase in the number of tourists visiting the Colony, involving 
the use of large vessels which are unable to navigate the channels at 
their present depth of water. 
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No. 21.—The General Hospital Act. 

The necessity for a General Hospital has been apparent for several 
years, but hitherto difficulties of various kinds have prevented the 
carrying out of the project. 

One difficulty with regard to the site has been overcome by the 
selection of a portion of the land purchased in 1896 for a public garden, 
and the present Act provides for the erection of the Hospital on that 
site. 

The Surgical Unit and Operating Room are to be first erected out 
of the appropriation of £4,000 provided for the purpose during 
the year. 

Section 3 of the Act provides that the Hospital shall be called the 
King Edward VII Memorial Hospital in memory of his late Majesty. 


No. 22.—The Pest Destruction Act. 
This in an important Act giving powers to the General Board of 
Health to take steps to abate the danger to the public health caused 
by flies, mosquitoes, and rats. 


No. 27.—The Fisheries Act. 

This Actis designed to protect the fisheries of Bermuda, which have 
been much depleted during recent years by the indiscriminate capture 
of fish at all seasons of the year by improper methods. 

The Fishery Board constituted by Act No. 24 of 1911 is entrusted 
with the administration of the Act and given power to control fishing 
by Regulations. 


No. 28.—The Seed Potato Act. 

In consequence of the steps taken recently in the United States to 
prevent the introduction of diseased potatoes, and in view of the serious 
loss to which Bermuda farmers became liable if their potatoes were 
excluded from the New York markets, the Board of Agriculture 
recommended that this Act be passed. 

The measure provides that all potatoes imported into Bermuda for 
purposes of seed shall be inspected when first landed and the Inspectors 
have power to reject and to order the destruction of potatoes which 
are diseased or not what they are represented to be by the labels on 
the packages. : 


No. 29.—The Historic Buildings Act. 

This Act was passed on the recommendation of the Board of Works, 
which is empowered to acquire any historic sites or buildings which 
the Legislature might consider desirable. 

Properties so taken will be acquired by Government under the 
provisions of the Public Land Acts 1880-1895. 


No. 30.—The Board of Trade Act. 

This Act transfers to the jurisdiction of a new Board created for the 
purpose certain powers and duties formerly vested in the Governor 
in Council and the Boards of Public Works and Pilotage. It also 
provides for the creation of a new appointment, that of Board of 
Trade Inspector, who will be the Executive Officer and Secretary of 
the Board. 
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The duties so transferred include the inspection of steamboats with 
their engines and boilers, the licensing of premises for the storage of 
dangerous commodities, and other similar matters of a technical 
nature. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


The Inspector of Schools furnishes the following returns. Twenty- 
eight aided primary schools, with 2,242 scholars (1,115 boys and 1,127 
girls), school fees £1,119. Government contribution £1,835. 

The schools referred to are private schools aided by grants from the 
Colonial Treasury. Nine of them are attended by white children, and 
conducted by white teachers, 19 of them are attended by coloured 
children, under coloured teachers. None of them are free schools, the 
fee charged in most cases being 3d. per week. The legislature 
provided a sum of £3,121 to aid in the working of the schools and for 
educational purposes generally during 1912. £2,890 of this grant is 
administered by a Board of Education appointed by the Governor. 
The aided schools are inspected regularly by an Inspector of Schools. 

In addition to three military schools and two naval schools, there 
are about 18 other primary schools not receiving any aid from Colonial 
funds. 

There are five secondary schools in the Colony receiving no Govern- 
ment grants, namely, the Saltus Grammar School, for white boys, the 
Berkeley Institute, for coloured boys and girls, the Whitney Institute, 
for white boys and girls, the Convent School, and the High School for 
white girls. 

There are now three Bermuda Rhodes Scholars in residence at 
Oxford. 

The Bermuda Scholarship Act, 1905, provides one scholarship 
annually, of the value of £150, and tenable for two years, to enable 
youths educated in Bermuda to proceed abroad at the age of 17 or 
over to prepare themselves for nomination to a Rhodes Scholarship. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
(a) Hospital. 


There is no hospital maintained by the Colonial Government, but 
during 1912 an Act was passed outlining the building of a General 
Hospital to be known as the King Edward VII Memorial Hospital. 

There is a cottage hospital near the city of Hamilton which is sup- 
ported by voluntary contributions and Hospitals are also maintained 
in connection with the Imperial Naval and Military Establishments. 


(b) Lunatic Asylum. 


An asylum for the care and treatment of the insane was first estab 
lished in this Colony in 1846. 
The Medical Officer of Health is the Medical Superintendent of the 
‘ institution and there is a competent staff of attendants. 10 patients 
(5 male and 5 female) were admitted into the asylum in 1912. Two 
patients were discharged and four died; 65 patients remained in the 
institution at the end of the year. 
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(c) Savings Bank. 

The number of depositors on 31st December, 1912, was 2,297, having 
an aggregate sum of £42,336 to their credit, as compared with 2,081 
depositors in 1911, having £40,627 to their credit. The amount of 
deposits during the year was £17,392, as against £13,132 in 1911. 

The amount of invested funds of the Bank on the 3lst December, 
1912, was £57,885 8s. 3d. 

The rate of interest allowed on deposits is 2 per cent. 


(d) Friendly Societies. 


The number of Friendly Societies on the register on 31st December, 
1912, was nine. 


VI. JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
(a) Police. 


The regular police force consists of one inspector, three chief con- 
stables, and 22 regular police constables. There are in addition 21 
salaried rural police constables appointed by the Governor. 
jg Under the provisions of the Police Act, 1901, the Governor is em- 
powered to employ in any temporary emergency or for any special 
occasion extra constables not exceeding 20 in number, and may 
authorize the employment of an unlimited number of special constables 
on the application of the Inspector of Police or other persons. Special 
constables are not remunerated from the public treasury. 


The cost of the police establishment in 1912 was :— 


Salaries (inclusive of the salaries of the three £ 
police magistrates) .. ty Ae bes 3,410 
Other charges... Be ae is bs 209 
Total .. £3,619 


The cost of the establishment in the previous year was £3,624. 


(b) Prisons. 
. The number of persons confined in the gaols was 159 (147 males and 
12 females), as against 161 (147 males and 14 females) in 1910. Of 
these 39 were committed for safe custody till trial, or for want of 
security, and 120 for purposes of penal imprisonment. 
The cost of the gaols in 1912 was £2,121, as compared with £2,679 in 
1911. 


(c) Criminal Statistics. 


The number of offences reported to the police or magistrates during 
the year was 631, an increase, compared with 1911, of 129. 

The number of persons apprehended by the police or summoned 
before the magistrates was 497, of whom 340 were summarily convicted, 
60 discharged for want of prosecution, 81 acquitted, and 16 committed 
for trial in the superior courts. 
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Of the 340 persons summarily convicted 141 were fined, 32 imprisoned 
in lieu of fine or security, 109 peremptorily imprisoned, 52 bound over 
to keep the peace, and six whipped. 

Sixteen cases were tried in the superior courts during the year, as 
compared with 16 in the previous year, and the convictions numbered 
11; of these two were for offences against the person, and four for 
offences against property, and five for other offences. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


(a) PoruLation (1912.) 


At the census taken on the 2nd April, 1911, the resident civilian 
population was returned at 18,994 persons, the white population num- 
bering 6,691 (3,175 males and 3,516 females), the coloured 12,303 
(5,895 males and 6,408 females). 

The Registrar General estimates that the total resident civilian 
population at the end of 1912 numbered 19,591 persons, namely 7,000 
white (3,339 males and 3,661 females) and 12,591 coloured (6,051 males 
and 6,540 females) an increase as compared with the census figures of 
April, 1911, of 597 persons. 

The estimated total population, including the naval and military 
establishments, was 22,073 persons. 

The birth-rate was 33°22 (22°57 per 1,000 white and 39°15 per 1,000 
coloured), and the death-rate 17°61 per 1,000 among the resident 
civilian population. 

The infants registered as born out of wedlock were in the proportion 
of 14-2 per 100 civilian births (1-8 white and 18-2 coloured). 


(6) Pustic Hears. 


The mortality during the year was exceedingly low. 

The death-rate among the naval and military garrison, including 
women and children, was 3°62 per 1,000 as against 5°77 in 1910. 

Among resident civilians the rate per 1,000 was 12°42 for white and 
18-90 for coloured. 

The European infantile mortality per 100 living births was the same 
as in 1911, namely 12°9, as compared with 19°8 in 1909 and 17:0 in 1910. 

The coloured rate showed a marked decrease, being 20:0 per cent., 
as against 30°6 in 1910 and 30°55 in 1911. 

The deaths of children under five years of age formed 40°5 per cent. 
of the total deaths, excluding still births, as compared with 44:2 per 
cent. in 1910 and 47°8 in 1911, 27-1 per cent. for white and 46°6 per 
cent for coloured. 

Comparing white and coloured children under five years the death 
rate per 100 living births was 15-0 for white, 23°9 for coloured, as 
compared with 20°6 and 42°3 per cent. respectively in 1911., 


(c) MerEoRoLoaicaL OBSERVATIONS. 
The returns from the Observatory at Prospect Camp, 151 feet above 
sea level, are as follows :— 
Mean atmospheric pressure for the year, 29°987 inches. 
Mean temperature of the air, 71'1 degrees. 


14 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Mean relative humidity, 81°3 per cent. 

Mean hourly velocity of the wind, 11-7 miles. 

Total amount of rainfall, 51-38 inches. 

Difference of rainfall from average of past nine years, 4:20 
inches less. 

Number of days on which rain fell, 167. 


Rainfall. 


The amount registered during 1912 was 51°38 inches, nearly 12 inches 
more than the rainfall in 1911. 

In five out of the twelve months the actual monthly amount was 
less than three inches, averaging only 2°16 inches. The total for these 
five months was 10°84 inches, while 19-00 inches, or 36°9 per cent. of 
the total for the year, fell in the two months of July and August. 


(d) DeatHs FROM CANCER. 


The deaths from cancer among the resident civilian population 
numbered 12 (6 white and 6 coloured), equivalent to a rate per 1,000 
of 0°8 for white and 0:4 for coloured persons, or 0°61 together. 

The mean age at death was 67°3 years for Europeans and 61:0 years 
for coloured. 


(e) TUBERCULOSIS. 


The mortality from tuberculous disease was at the rate of 4°72 and 
8:42 per 100 living civilian white and coloured births respectively 
(7 white and 39 coloured deaths). 

The estimated death-rate per 1,000 resident civil inhabitants was 
1:00 for Europeans and 3:09 for coloured. 

The mean age at death was 36°71 years for white and 28°35 for 
coloured. 


VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


Postal Service. 


There are 19 post offices in the Colony, and four money order offices. 

The total revenue of the Post Office Department in 1912 was £10,243, 
compared with a revenue of £9423 in-1911. The expenditure was 
£6,438, compared with £6,550 in 1911. 

Thé surplus of revenue over expenditure was thus £3,803, as compared 
with £2,873 in 1911. 

The sum of £7199 was paid out in the Colony on money orders and 
postal orders, as compared with £6,949 in 1911. 

The amount paid into the post office on account of money orders 
and postal orders during the year was £33,286, as compared with 
£25,049 in 1911. The remittances by means of money orders to the 
United Kingdom amounted to £13,714, those to the West Indies 
£2,713, to the United States £7,270, and to Canada £2,328. The 
British postal orders issued in the Colony amounted to £7,260, as 
compared with £7,440 in 1911. The value of orders received and paid 
was £1,219. 
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It is estimated that the number of letters dealt with during the 
year was 2,137,360, book packets, printed papers and circulars 661,871, 
post cards 756,038 and parcels 18,643. 

The following table shows the revenue and expenditure for the last 
five years :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1908 ime Ree @ atl elad: 5,717 5,303 
1909 oa ro oe oy 7,017 5,963 
1910 et: be of os 7,984 6,394 
1911 bs a fe Me 9,423, 6,550 
1912 ve xe af 10,243 6,438 
Telegraphs and Telephones. 


There is no inland telegraph. 

An efficient telephone service throughout the Colony is worked by 
@ private company. : 

The cables of the Halifax and Bermudas Cable Company, Limited, 
and the Direct West India Cable Company, Limited, both of which 
companies are under subsidies from the Imperial Government, connect 
Bermuda with the outside world, through Halifax on the one hand and 
Turks Island and Jamaica on the other. The cable to Halifax was 
laid in 1890, and that to Turks Island and Jamaica in 1898. The 
Company also have a cable between Hamilton and St. Georges for the 
use of the public. 


IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 
Civil Establishment. 


During the year the following occurrences and changes took place 
in the establishment :— 

The death of His Excellency Lieut. General Sir Frederick Walter 
Kitchener, K.C.B., Governor and Commander-in-Chief, occurred on 
the 6th of March after a short illness. 

In April, Sir George Mackworth Bullock, K.C.B., was appointed 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief and assumed the administration 
of the government on the 24th of May. 

Mr. T. J. Harris, Superintendent of the Public Garden, resigned his 
appointment on the 31st of May. 

Mr. Percy M. C. Sheriff was appointed Chief Justice and assumed 
duty on the 27th of April. 


Tourist Traffic. 


The number of tourists arriving during 1912 was 24,830, as compared 
with 27,045 in 1911 and 15,485 in 1910. 

The number arriving in the winter months was 14,310 and in the 
summer 10,520. Compared with 1911 these figures shew a decrease 
of 562 and 1,633 respectively. 
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The cause of the great increase in the number of tourists in 1911 
was the placing on the New York-Bermuda service of an additional 
steamship of large size, the “Oceana,” formerly the Union liner 
“Scot,” by an independent company. The decrease in 1912 was 
caused by the withdrawal of this vessel at the end of the winter season 
(May) owing to the bankruptcy of the company. 

During the year many additions were made to the smaller hotels 
and several new ones started. 

The following table shews the monthly number of visitors during 
the past five years :— 

1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 


January .. 556 676 81,486 2,142 2,906 
February .. 1,036 1,747 2,437 3,801 = 3,785 
March .. 1,012 2,537 2,851 3,830 3,596 
April .. +3822 1,863 1,557 2,422 2,164 
May es 97 998 671 545 789 
June .. 148 514 648 806 748 
July eee) 638 896 © 2,755 = 1,287 
August .. 182 801 1,354 2,460 1,695 
September 292 323 =—«:1,253 2,298 ~——-1,465 
October .. 505 645 953 =. 2,529 s«:1,158 


November.. 523 745 702 1,309 1,466 
-December .. 516 1,022 772 2,152 ~—-1,909 





Total .. 5,418 12,509 15,485 27,045 24,830 





JT have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
R. Popoam Loss, 


Colonial Secretary. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 
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No. Colony, &c. Year. 
763 Turks and Caicos Islands .. en a ae 1912 
764 Falkland Islands .. ae ts ay 
765 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast Bie as ay 
766 Bahamas... 23 ar 55 
167 Gambia RS ts ots Ae fe aa ye 
768 Fiji Sy ee Sears ect a 
769 Basutoland .. a a a is “6 1912-1913 
7710 Gold Coast .. 43 a ars ae a 1912 
771 Ashanti an oye a eis fer os 
7712 Nyasaland .. oe as .. 1912-1913 
1713 Bechuanaland Protectorate. ct ae Re a 
174 British Solomon Islands .. as a or rs 
T7715 Colonial Survey Committee Ae we a a 
776 Tongan Islands Protectorate os es -» 1911-1913 
T17 Swaziland .. ae ek oie a ties 1912-1913 
7178 Imperial Institute .. AG a a af 1912 
779 Barbados... af Ae A wi +» 1912-1913 
780 British Guiana é ie en 
781 Entomological Research Committee “ee ae 5. 
782 Southern Nigeria .. he oe we Re 1912 
783 Jamaica Ses te ae ae is -. 1912-1913 
7184 British Honduras .. re Se A oes 1912 
785 Northern Nigeria .. Se ae es a YS 
786 Malta es ae ie a ou res 1912-1913 
7187 Uganda a a ae ee an 3 
788 Mauritius... om sel - ay 1912 
789 Straits Settlements. a a ae an i 
790 Trinidad and Tobago Ags uf a be 1912-1913 
791 East Africa Protectorate a 
792 Grenada : an of a aie oe 1912 
793 Leeward Islands. ae ee ye .. 1912-1913 
794 St. Lucia ay aN: “sr see ne is ae 

795 St. Vincent .. we a A ms te i 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &c. Subject. 

718 Weihaiwei .. Ma vie .. Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria .. Ms .. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 

1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland .. ‘e a .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria .. “ .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute .. ee .. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria .. of .. Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 Weat Indies ws aA .. Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 

85 Southern Nigeria .. Be .. Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southern Nigeria .. ae .. Mieral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon af aie es .. Mineral Survey. 
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REPORT ON THE CEYLON (SUPPLEMENTARY) 
BLUE BOOK OF 1912. 


[Nore.—The Blue Book and Report for 1911-12 dealt with financial statistics 
for the year ending June 30, 1912, but with statistics other than financial for the 
calendar year 1911. In future the Blue Book will be compiled for the calendar 
year, and will contain financial statistics for the financial period ending within that 
year. The financial statistics for the twelve months from July 1,1912,to June 30, 
1913, will accordingly appear with other statistics tor the calendar year 1913. To 
secure continuity in the statistics other than financial, it has become necessary to 
issue a Supplementary Blue Book containing such statistics for the calendar year 
1912, and it is with these alone that the present Report deals, except in the case of 
local bodies, which still follow the calendar year for purposes of accounting.] 


I.—FINANCIAL. 
(A) Municrpatiriss. 


Tux following is a comparative statement of the total revenue and expendi- 
ture of the Municipalities for the five years ended December 31, 1912 :— 


Colombo. 

Year. Revenue, Expenditure. 

. Rs. c Rs. e. 
1908 + ne) 1,884,133 4 oe 1,846,000 97 
1909 we 33 1,848,294 12 A 2,068,958 38 
1910 i o. 2,260,049 41 oe 2,191,141 42 
1911 et oF 2,662,823 36 os 2,466,953 17 
1912 - oe 2,678,159 63 - 2,906,599 85 

Kandy. 
1908 on 5h 226,646 54 oe 189,138 78 
1909 o o 180,602 94 o- 165,850 27 
1910 ate a 224,346 80 oo 225,323 32 
1911 on om 245,473 66 ae 245,088 6 
1912 oe =p 233,939 10 re 211,794 95 
Galle. 

1908 as ot 141,984 46 aid 132,461 36 
1909 ne o 156,051 80 te 192,656 31 
1910 ne ate 135,329 75 Zs 156,856 28 
1911 ie ae 154,342 21 os 144,680 6 
1912 ofa oe. 184,382 50 oe 165,102 70 
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Below will be found a statement of the debts of the Municipalities up to 
December 31, 1912, showing provision for payment :— 





Amount of Debt 





outstanding. On what Account. Provision for Payment. 
Rs. c. Colombo. 
{See below) .. —_ ! = 
Kandy. 
121,313 67 ..) Waterworks construction ..| Water-rate of 6 per cent. on properties 


within certain portions of the Munici- 

pality (Ordinances Nos. 18 and 29 of 

| 1884). 

| 

105,402 98 | Acquisition of lands above/ Bond assigning portion of water-rate 
reservoir; repairs to main) as authorized by Ordinance No. 7 of 

| sewer and other various works; 1887; also portion of rates and taxes. 


18,000 0 ..| To widen Victoria Drive and, Bond assigning portion of rates and 


clear lake silt taxes under sections 127 (a) and 
{b), 128, 129, and 130 of Ordinance 
No. 7 of 1887. 
Galle. 
245,624 81 ..| Construction of waterworks ..| A water-rate of 5 per cent. is levied 


within the Fort for repayment of loan. 


37,840 82 ..| Sanitary improvements --| Mortgage of stamp duties on licenses 
for carts, boats, and coaches, and 
—_———- also stamp duties under Licensing 
528,182 28 Ordinances of 1893 and 1897. 














As regards the Municipality of Colombo, a sum of Rs. 9,194,814°41 has been 
advanced by the Government towards the cost of the Mansergh Drainage and 
Sewerage Scheme. In addition to this, a sum of Rs. 250,000 has been advanced 
towards the improvement of the Colombo water supply, i.e., for laying an 
additional main. The construction of the Colombo Waterworks and the 
Victoria Bridge was carried out by Government, and the Municipality has 
undertaken to repay Government an annual sum of Rs. 100,000 until 1924 in 
respect of the former, and of Rs. 8,000 until 1945 for the latter. 


(B) Locan Boarps. 


There are twenty-one Local Boards in Ceylon. The Boards are entrusted 
with the maintenance of public health and the general improvement and. 
conservancy of the towns in which they are established. Their sources of 
revenue are an assessment tax on real property, taxes on vehicles and animals, 
road commutation tax, stamp duties for various licenses, and fines for breaches 
of by-laws, &c. 

In 1912 the total revenue of these Boards amounted to Rs. 494,406, as 
against Rs. 596,425 in 1911; and the total expenditure to Rs. 500,573, as 
against Rs. 488,073 in 1911. 

Loans are made to Local Boards, usually at 34 to 44 per cent. interest and 2 
per cent. sinking fund, for approved purposes, such as waterworks, drainage, 
erection of markets, &c., on the security of their revenue. 


During 1912 a loan of Rs. 2,325 was made to the Local Board of Bandarawela, 
and one of Rs. 8,000 to the Sanitary Board, Galle District. 
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II—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


(A) Imports anp Exports. 
Trade in General. 


The total value of Ceylon trade in the year 1912 again exceeded that of 
any previous year, as will be seen from the following table :— 


Aggregate Value of Imports and Exports for the last Ten Years (omitting 
Specie, but including Coal exported for the use of Steamers). 





Lakhs of Lakhs of 
Year. Rupees. Year. Rupees. 
1903 a8 ae 2,144 1908 ey ais 2,648 
1904 oe ee 2,198 1909 a sie 2,853 
1905 as Ss 2,240 1910 os o. 3,321 
1906... ? a 2,363 1911 ayy aes 3,523 
1907 2,631 1912 3,886 


The Castsink revenue piloted | in 1912 showed an Hera of Rs. 1,643,737 
as compared with 1911. Between 1902 and 1912 the increase has amounted 
to Rs. 7,294,498, or 81-7 per cent. 

The chief source of this revenue in 1911 and 1912 was the import duty on— 


1911. 1912. 

Rs. Rs. 
Grain oe te .. 3,856,615 .. 3,941,579 
Spirits =o ee .» 1,974,002 .. 2,208,726 
Kerosine,Oil  .. ae .» 1,362,388 .. 1,605,472 
Sugar ave ae ¢. 1,125,417 .. 1,295,334 
Cotton{Goods .. ie oe 450,926 .. 546,112 


The total trade of the Colony, excluding specie and coal exported for use 
of steamers, amounted to Rs. 374,277,881, an increase of Rs. 36,764,816, or 
10:9 per cent. over 1911, compared with an increase of Rs. 57,610,626 (18-2 
per cent.) during the previous period. 

The following table gives details for the last ten years of the annual value of 
the trade of the Colony, omitting specie and the value of coal for the use of 
steamers :— 





Exports. 

Total of Imports 

British, Foreign, and and Exports, 

Produce and Manu- other Colonial omitting Specie 
Year. Imports. facture of the Produce and Total. and the Value of 
Colony. Manufacture. Coal for use of 

Steamers. 
Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, 

1903... 100,889,372 .. 100,871,656 .. 1,356,167 .. 102,227,723 .. 208,117,095 
1904 =... 105,324,719 .. 99,894,461 .. 1,214,415 .. 101,108,876 .. 206,433,595 
1905 =... += 108,324,328 .. 100,898,551 .. - 1,291,158 .. 102,189,709 .. 210,514,037 
1906 ..-:112,789,269 .. 108,248,232 .. 1,463,412 .. 109,711,644 .. 222,500,913 
1907 .. 120,061,934 .. 127,095,587 .. 2,272,664 .. 129,368,251 .. 249,430,185 
1908 .. 122,420,393 .. 127,015,846 .. 1,946,310 .. 128,962,156 .. 251,382,549 
1909... 125,441,597 .. 144,121,334 .. 2,778,297 .. 146,899,631 .. 272,341,228 
1910... 150,195,648 .. 160,771,277 .. 5,700,330 .. 166,471,607 .. 316,667,255 
1911... 156,986,106 .. 170,110,905 .. 10,416,054 .. 180,526,959 .. 337,513,065 
1912 175,322,979 .. 190,932,654 .. 8,022,248 198,954,902 .. 374,277,881 


It will be noticed from the above table that for the last six years the value 
of the exports has materially exceeded that of the imports. This is due 
practically entirely to the influence of rubber. In 1906, the last year when 
imports exceeded exports, the value of the rubber exports was only Rs. 1,527,539 ; 
in 1912 it was Rs. 52,178,051, exclusive of 5 millions of rupees worth of Straits 
and Indian rubber transhipped here. The balance in favour of exports was in 
1912 Rs. 23,631,000. 
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An analysis of the distribution of the trade of Ceylon as between the United 
Kingdom, British Colonies, and foreign countries during the past three years 
gives the following figures (omitting imports of rubber, specie, and coal exported 
for the use of steamers) :— 


1910. 1911. 1912. 

Percentage of total trade of Ceylon taken by— 

United Kingdom So ac 38°03... 39°31... = 40°13 

British Colonies an «+ S457 2. 33°37) 6. 827 

Foreign Countries... oe OTA, TBD. 2717 
Percentage of import trade of Ceylon taken by— 

United Kingdom ae ++ 28°32 .. 28°38) «= 29°62 

British Colonies air «- 58°77) ..) B771 ww 554 

Foreign Countries... -- 12°91 .. 13°99 .. 14°98 
Percentage of export trade of Ceylon taken by— 

United Kingdom ae +» 46°49 .. 48°39 .. 49°14 

British Colonies He oe 13°49... «13°29 .. = 18°26 

Foreign Countries ms «- 40°02 .. 38-32 37°6 


There was an advance by the United Kingdom both in the import and 
export trade, while the British Colonies showed a decrease under both heads. 
The percentage of value of our imports from foreign countries has steadily 
increased, but the percentage of our exports to those countries has similarly 
declined. 

Imports. 


There were advances under practically all heads, especially noteworthy 
being those under Cotton, Metals, Coal, Sugar, and Kerosine Oil. 

Biscuits and Confectionery.—The imports of biscwits rose 15 per cent., i.e., 
from 1,485,805 lb. in 1911 to 1,714,656 lb. in 1912. The import of confectionery 
was 1,309,078 lb., or about 20 per cent. more than in the preceding year. 

Cement.—The demand for cement declined in quantity from 361,088 cwt. 
in 1911 to 318,996 cwt. in 1912. 

Coal imports have increased from 665,047 tons to 885,661 tons during the 
same period. 

Cotton, Manufactured and Raw.—Imports were valued at Rs. 14,109,396, an 
increase of Rs. 2,855,533 over the previous record year 1911. There were 
appreciable increases under bleached, gray, and printed piece goods from the 
United Kingdom and dyed piece goods from British India, Holland, and the 
United Kingdom. 

Grain.—The quantity of rice cleared for home consumption during the year 
was more than in the previous period, the figures being : 1911, 6,897,034 cwt. ; 
1912, 7,089,690 cwt. 

Horses and Motor Cars.—The number of motor cars imported during the 
year was 239, as against 213 in 1911, 151 in 1910, 75 in 1909, and 89 in 1908. 

The ever-increasing popularity of motoring is reflected in the imports of 
petrol. The following are the figures since 1909 :—1909, 66,208 gallons ; 1910, 
136,646 gallons ; 1911, 206,028, gallons ; 1912, 216,714 gallons. 

Only 384 horses were imported in 1912, as against 796 in 1910 and 483 in 1911. 

_Kerosine oil imports amounted to 4,917,895 gallons, of which 4,144,268 
consisted of bulk oil and the balance case oil. Their total increased by about 
12 per cent, over 1911. ; 

Lamps.—tThe total number imported was 234,630, as against 204,843 in 1911. 
The average value entered at the Customs ranged from about Re. 1-50 for 
English lamps to 6 cents for small glass kitchen lamps from Japan. 

Metals and Metalware.—The total value of imports was Rs. 8,950,518, an 
increase of Rs. 1,374,053 over 1911. 

The most noticeable increases were in hardware (24 lakhs), iron, galvanized 
(5 lakhs), hoop iron (1 lakh), and cast steel (2 lakhs) ; while steelware showed a 
fall of 3 lakh. 
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Manure. —The total quantity imported in 1912 was 77,664 tons, as against 
80,000 tons in 1911. Ground nut cake manure was imported in by far the 
largest quantity (13,500 tons). The other manures which contribute mainly to 
this year’s total are castor seed poonac (10,200 tons), fish manure (12,260 tons), 
bone manure (8,100 tons), and basic slag (6,800 tons). 

Silk manufactures of all kinds show an advance of 18 per cent., the figures 
being : 1911, Rs. 664,444 ; 1912, Rs. 786,524. 

Spirits —The quantity imported rose from 333,205 gallons in 1911 to 513,798 
gallons in 1912, due principally to larger imports of arrack from India. 

The imports of whisky also show an increase over 1911, while gin and brandy 
show a decrease of 7,282 gallons and 6,782 gallons respectively. 

Sugar.—The imports of candy and refined sugar show an increase of 50,888 
ewt. (or about 14 per cent.) on the imports of the previous year. Java and 
Hong Kong, the two chief suppliers, sent together 92 per cent. of the total for 
1912. Unrefined sugar has increased nearly 24 per cent., while the imports of 
palm and jaggery were slightly more than in 1911. 

Tobacco, Cigars, and Cigarettes —The increase of the duty on manufactured 
tobacco from 40 cents a pound to Re. 1°40 a pound in December, 1910 (i.e., an 
increase of 250 per cent.) sent the imports down with a run ; but both tobacco 
and cigars and cigarettes show an increase for 1912. The figures for the last 


three years are :— Cigars and Manufactured Total 
Cigarettes. Tobacco. oe 
Ib. Ib. Ib. 
1910 te +. 268,571... 117,873. 8376444 
1911 aH) .. 216,756. 38,788 .. 254,544 
1912 a .. 824,966. 54,765 .. 379,731 


Wines.—There was an increase of 4,047 gallons in the total quantity cleared 
for home consumption. All kinds shared in the increase, except port and 
ginger wine. 

The following table shows the relative positions of the various countries which 
export goods to Ceylon (the percentages being percentages of value) :— 


a 1910. 1911. 1912. 
popes: Per Cent. Por Cent. Por Cent. 

British India .. oe 43°83 on 46-92 ve 45°81 
United Kingdom os 27°35 ie 26°84 an 28°76 
Straits Settlements o 6-9 ae 5°75 é 3°81 
Germany a 2:77 3-11 3°37 
Burma 4°73 2°96 2°37 
Japan an oo 1-17 oe 1-38 2 
Java Hy ane 1:19 s 1:25 1°86 
Maldive Islands 1°45 1°34 1,29 
Hong Kong .. 1:21 1:3 1:27 
United States of America : 1:05 Pa 1:39 a Til 
Holland ae ve 62 as "82, a “92 
France oe Ans 68 Ae “82 He +74 
Belgium an an 62 oe “76 An 7 
Borneo (excluding British) .. 11 a3) °39 oe 63 
Victoria . oe ‘57 te 5 at “51 
South Australia oe 64 ais 7) Bs “49 
Austria os res “68 ne “61 a “49 
Siam a a a: ah 39 a +48 
Russia in Asia ee 07 o 44, os °47 
Switzerland .. ne 38 oe 43, ee 4 
Western Australia ee °32 oy ‘17 ae *39 
Italy a oy “31 o 38 or 37 
India, (excluding British) oy “42 are 53 a 31 
New South Wales Ss “16 AP 17. ie “21 
China (excluding Hong Kong) “12 on “14 as ‘17 
Sweden 5 a 23 “16 16 


supplies of rice and other food stuffs for the native population, the most striking 
feature of the table is the easily maintained pre-eminence of the United 
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Kingdom, in spite of all foreign competition. She possesses nearly nine‘times the 
trade of the nearest foreign rival. _That rival, however (Germany), is steadily 
advancing, and her place in the table should really be third, as a large proportion 
of the figure for imports from the Straits represents rubber, which is of course 
an “ import ” only in name, being soon transhipped again. Japan occupies the 
second place among foreign countries. 


Exports. 
Ceylon’s chief export products in order of value are as follows :— 


Lakhs of Rupees. | Lakhs of Rupees. 
1911. 1912, | 1911. 1912. 


Tea 849 -. 838 Cocoa oe 23 oh 27 
Rubber o 283 -. bal Coir fibre oe 13 BA 17 
Coconut oil 9 131 -- 105 | Coconuts ne i on 12 
Copra an 131 ne 100 Citronella oil as 10 ws 11 
Plumbago ne 66 oe 83 Coir yarn Ze i on il 
Desiccated coconuts 70 oe 66 Tobacco ae 8 a 8 
Cinnamon ae 20 -.. 28 Cardamoms oe 6 ae 8 
Arecanuts Py 24 is 28 Poonac ae 9 oe 7 


For the first time the value of rubber has exceeded the total value of the 
products of the coconut palm exported. The growth of rubber exports is so 
rapid that they may fairly be expected to reach the head of the table within 
the next two or three years. Copra, desiccated coconuts, arecanuts, cocoa, and 
coir yarn have each fallen a place ; while coconut oil, plumbago, citronella, oil, 
tobacco, and cardamoms have correspondingly improved their position. Cinna- 
mon, which occupied the ninth place last year, is now seventh in thelist. Poonac 
has fallen from the fourteenth to the last place. Coir fibre and coconuts have 
maintained their positions. . 

Tea exports show an increase in quantity on 1911, but failed to reach the 
high quantity level of 1909. The average price was lower in 1912 than in 1911. 
The quantity figures for the last few years exhibit a noteworthy stability :— 


Million of Ib. Million of lb. 
exported. exported. 
1907... ae 182 1910 a ie 182 
1908... oe 180 1911 ta ee 186 
1909... ae 192} 1912 oF tae 192 


The following table shows the comparative distribution, 1911 and 1912 :— 
Principal Markets for Ceylon Tea. 








1911. 1912, Increase. Decrease. 
Tb. lb. Ib. Ib. 
United Kingdom .. 112,510,272 ..115,806,997 .. 3,296,725 .. _ 
British Colonies— 
British India o 1,670,310 .. 2,065,778 .. 395,468 .. — 
Canada o He 8,102,728 .. 8,464,715 .. 361,987 .. _ 
Cape Colony ie 530,542 .. 719,609 .. 189,067 .. — 
Hong Kong is 432,297 .. 204,197 .. —  .. 228,100 
Malta ary whe 214,504 .. 206,829 .. _— he 7,675 
Natal . ats 962,270 .. 1,090,327 .. 128,057 .. _ 
Newfoundland ee 212,064 .. 627,246 .. 415,182 .. _ 
New South Wales ag 8,099,003 .. 9,001,341 .. 902,338 .. _ 
New Zealand as 4,661,226 .. 5,046,598 .. 385,372 .. _ 
Queensland. . See 1,054,964 .. 949,538 .. _ rt 105,426 
South Australia a 1,183,966 .. 1,327,699 .. 143,733 .. —_ 
Straits Settlements tee 511,082 .. 530,216 .. 19,134 .. _ 
Victoria .. as 6,318,501 .. 7,018,699 .. 705,198 .. _ 
West Australia os 704,312 .. 798,244 .. 93,932 .. _ 
Other British Possessions .. 444,517 .. 488,414 .. 43,897 .. — 
Total British Possessions .. 35,097,286 38,539,450 3,783,365 341,201 
Deduct Decrease .. 341,201 


Nett Increase «. 3,442,164 
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1911. 1912. Increase. Decrease. 
Ib, Ib, lb. Ib. 
Foreign Countries— 
Austria oe me 235,038 .. 319,942 .. 84,904 .. _ 
China (excluding Hong Kong) 5,569,550 .. 6,492,339 .. 922,789 .. _ 
Egypt as its 327,957 .. 613,614 .. 285,657 .. _ 
France we 771,784 .. 865,958 .. 94,174 .. _ 
Germany .. 663,453 .. 697,248 .. 33,795 .. —_— 
Russia in Asia 8,253,306 .. 6,084,834 .. _ -. 2,168,472 
Russia in Europe 12,174,867 .. 11,052,787 .. _ -- 1,121,580 
Turkey .. 125,921 .. 252,403 .. 126,482 .. _ 
United States 10,151,479 .. 10,507,521 .. 356,042 .. _ 
Other Foreign Countries 713,642 .. 786,498 .. 72,856 .. _ 
Total Foreign Countries 38,986,497 37,673,144 1,976,699 3,290,052 
Deduct Increase 1,976,699 
Nett Decrease 1,313,353 
Grand Total 186,594,055 192,019,591 5,425,536 .. _ 





The principal increases were in exports to the United Kingdom, China, New 
South Wales, Victoria, and Newfoundland ; while the principal decreases were 
under Russia in Asia and Russia in Europe. 

The total exports of green tea in 1912 were 8,093,131 lb., as against 
8,657,117 Ib. in 1911. 


Products of the Coconut Palm.—The total value of the exports under this 
head was 324 lakhs, as against 380lakhsin1911. The three principal products 
are coconut oil, copra, and desiccated coconuts. The exports of all three show a, 
falling off as compared with 1911, and, except in the case of desiccated coconuts, 
are the lowest since 1908 :— ; 


Desiccated Coconut | Desiccated Coconut 
Coconuts. Copra. Oil. Coconuts. Capra Oil. 
Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. 
1908 .. 244,734 768,795 670,121) 1911 .. 292,210 821,814 505,016 
1909 .. 230,791 784,522 599,795/1912 .. 278,806 614,089 - 401,779 
1910 .. 242,286 758,711 619,680 


The average price for coconut oil was Rs. 26°35 per cwt., and is the highest 
for the last five years, with the exception of 1910. During the year the price 
of copra ranged from Rs. 78°50 to Rs. 88 per candy. 


Rubber.—Ceylon exported over twice as much rubber in 1912 as in 1911, 
the actual figures being— 





Cwt. 
1910 os 33,952 
1911 61,212 
1912 132,569 


The distribution of the rubber among the two largest buyers is as follows for 
the past two years :— 


1911. 1912. 
Per Cent. Per Cent. 
United Kingdom 55°59 55°2 
United States of America 29°44 31°67 


The average value entered in 1912 was Rs. 3°51 per Ib., as against Rs. 4°13 
per Ib. in 1911. 

The new Medical Aid Ordinance enacted in 1910 provides for an export levy 
on rubber, similar to that derived from tea. Up to the end of 1912, however, 
no duty had been actually imposed. 
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The following table gives the proportions of Ceylon produce and manufactures 
taken by the principal countries during the last three years :— 








Countries. 1910. 1911. 1912. 
Per Cent. Per Cent. Per Cent. 
United Kingdom .. 47°41 5 48°61 ose 49°45 
United States of America +. 18°52 in 13°89 ae 16°58 
Germany S, rn ) 944. 7-08 
Russia in Europe 6:27 5:02 3°61 
Belgium ea 2°43 3°23 3°34 
British India .. 2°83 2°88 2°86 
New South Wales 2°51 2°37 2°28 
Victoria, 2°16 1°95 211 
Canada, a os 2°01 2°27 2°09 
China (excluding Hong Kong) .. 1°65 1:5 1:49 
Russia in Asia 19 2°21 1°39 
New Zealand .. 1:29 1:34 1:24 
Austria 1°38 *B4 83 
Denmark “18 “15 65 
Norway - 29 . 2 ae 45 
France : ef “58 ie ‘Bl aie “41 
Spain (excluding Gibraltar) .. 3 es 25 me 35 
F South Australia = 35 ay °35 re 33 
Straits Settlements ee 37 ae +32 se 3 
Egypt o wee 124 Fa 16 o 3 
Natal Be ws 31 A 32 “3 3 
Queensland se (on +29 eae "34 ae +26 
Cape Colony .. oe “21 ee 23, A 26 
Holland — ie “31 es 3 ae 25 


The United States of America have materially improved their percentage 
over last year. Canada, which in 1911 was eighth on the list, has fallen one 
place; while Victoria has advanced from the tenth to the eighth place. 


Customs Duties. 


All imports not specially rated or exempted by the Tariff are liable to a 
Customs duty of 5} per cent. ad valorem. 

Tea, cocoa, and coffee are liable to an export duty of 10 cents per cwt., and 
cinchona to an export duty of 5 cents per ewt. under the Medical Wants 
Ordinance ; and by a recent amendment of that Ordinance such products as 
rubber, cardamoms, coca, camphor, and pepper may also be similarly taxed. 
These additional products had not, however, up to the end of 1912 been 
subjected to any tax. 


(B) Mines, ManvractuRES, AND FISHERIES. 


(a) Pearl Fishery. - 


No pearl fishery was held during the year under review, and it is uncertain 
when the next fishery may be held. The last was held in 1907. This was the 
second fishery held after the lease of the pearl banks to the Ceylon Company of 
Pearl Fishers, Ltd., but the first actually carried out by the Company. Since 
then the periodical inspections of the pearl banks made by the Company showed 
an absence of oysters or spat. Meanwhile the Company found that its remain- 
ing funds were insufficient to meet its obligations under the lease, and accordingly 
approached Government for a modification of the terms of payment of the 
annual rent. The lease was eventually terminated in 1912, and the plant, 
stores, &c., of the Company were taken over by the Ceylon Government as 
from July 8, 1912. 
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(b) Mineral Survey. 


The Principal Surveyor returned from sick leave in March, 1912, accompanied 
by Mr. E. J. Wayland, F.G.S., as assistant, and the examination of promising 
alluvial deposits wascontinued. Exhaustive tests of the valley of the Denawak- 
ganga, in which thorianite had been reported, showed that the mineral is 
nowhere present in paying quantities. Systematic prospecting of the country 
between Haputale and Balangoda failed to reveal any minerals of economic 
importance, and deposits of thoria minerals discovered in the district between 
Haputale and Welimada proved to be commercially valueless, 

Preparations were made to test the reputed auriferous gravels of the Sitawaka 
and Kelani rivers by boring with a Keystone drill, but owing to delay in 
delivery the machinery was not ready for work before the break of the north- 
east monsoon, and this work could not be begun till near the middle of 
December. 


(c) Mining. 


Plumbago.—Plumbago provides the only form of mining proper in Ceylon. 
Approximately 450 plumbago mines in all were worked during the twelve 
months, giving employment to some 11,050 men. Of these, three only are in 
European hands. Generally speaking, the methods employed are primitive, 
though some of the larger mines are adopting more up-to-date appliances. 
The mining centres are situated in the Southern, Western, Sabaragamuwa, 
Central, and North-Western Provinces. In the last-named Province some 
mines have been sunk to a depth of nearly 200 fathoms, and there is every 
indication of their being sunk to even greater depths with increased 
success. 

The quantity of plumbago exported rose from 538,973 cwt. in 1911 to 
654,650 cwt. in 1912. Of this total, the United States of America took 47 per 
cent, as against 41 per cent. in 1911, Germany 25 per cent. as against 27, the 
United Kingdom 16 per cent. as against 19, and Belgium a percentage of 9 for 
each year. The average price was higher than in 1911, large and ordinary 
lumps showing an increase of Rs. 9°52, and chips, dust, and flying dust of 
Rs. 8:18 per ton. The increase in the export to America may be attributable 
in part to prosperity in the steel trade, but there is no doubt that the competition 
of the Korean product still continues. It is, however, noteworthy that Japan 
imported 4,407 cwt. of Ceylon plumbago, as against 35 cwt. in 1910 and 
814 ewt. in 1911. 

Gemming.—With the exception of moonstones and garnets, gems are not 
obtained in situ in Ceylon, but from gravels deposited by streams and rivers. 
There are two large moonstone pits in the Kandy District. Other precious 
stones, such as rubies, cat’s-eyes, sapphires, &c., are gemmed chiefly in the 
Ratnapura District. 


(@) Salt. 


The manufacture and collection of salt is a Government monopoly, and is 
protected by the imposition of a heavy duty on imported salt. Salt is sold at 
all salt stores at Rs. 3 per cwt., and the sum of Rs. 1,522,542°73 was realized 
by its sale in 1912, as compared with Rs. 1,631,380°59 in 1911 and 
Rs. 1,530,570°26 in 1910. The year was not favourable for the production of 
salt owing to premature rain. At Trincomalee, however, where collection was 
a total failure in 1911, there was a collection of 43,344 cwt. consequent on 
favourable weather. Although no restriction was placed on the output, the 
total yield for the Island amounted only to 276,781 cwt. The quantity 
secured in 1910 (the record year) was 759,396 cwt., and in 1911 328,199 cwt. 
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(e) Manufactures. 


Ceylon is essentially an agricultural country, and its manufactures on any 
large scale are chiefly confined to the products of agriculture. Out of 1,112 
factories:in the Island, 872 or 78 per cent. are tea factories, 76 coconut fibre 
and desiccating, 23 cocoa, and 41 rubber: Particulars of their output are 
given under “‘ Exports.” The preparation of coconut oil, copra, and arrack 
gives employment to a large number of the inhabitants, and so to a less extent 
does that of citronella oil and cinnamon. 

In the Northern Province cigars are manufactured, but there is increasing 
competition from cigarettes. The Jaffna cigar, which is small, strong, and 
extremely cheap, is a favourite with the native population. 

Cigars from Dumbara in the Central Province have been manufactured on a 
small scale to suit the requirements of European taste. But no expansion of 
the tobacco industry can be expected without improved methods of growing 
and curing. Experiments in this direction are being pursued. 

The manufacture of tiles and bricks is carried on in all parts of the Island 
where suitable clay is plentiful, but only Rs. 188 worth of Ceylon manufactures 
under this head were exported in 1912, as against Rs. 3,595 in 1911. 

The weaving of a coarse kind of cloth in hand looms is carried on in the 
Eastern, Northern, and Central Provinces to supply purely local wants. The 
cloth, though strong and of hard wearing quality, is inferior in texture and 
finish to imported material. Lace-making is carried on in the Western 
Province. 

In other districts baskets, tortoise-shell boxes, and combs are manufactured, 
and common earthenware for water pans and cooking utensils to meet local 
requirements. 

Excellent furniture is made in the Western Province, especially at 
Moratuwa. 

Jewellery of very fine workmanship is made in the Northern Province, but 
on a very small scale. It is a species of filigree work, prized by the Tamil 
population of the Island. 

The indigenous crafts peculiar to the Kandyan country, ¢.e., silver and 
brass work, the making of jewellery, earthenware, and painted pottery, lacquer 
work, and ivory carving, continue to receive encouragement from the Kandyan 
Art Association. Specimens of these articles are kept in the Kandyan Art 
Museum, where they can be purchased. 

Brass lamps, betel stands, plates, cooking utensils, and water pots are made 
in the North-Western and Eastern Provinces and at Negombo in the Western 
Province. 

In the Mannar District of the Northern Province the drying and salting of 
fish gives employment to a large number of people. In 1912 about Rs. 240,000 
worth of dried fish was exported from the Mannar District. 


(c) AGRICULTURE. 


The Department of Agriculture. 


The Department of the Royal Botanic Gardens was superseded by the 
Department of Agriculture in May, 1912, on the arrival of Mr. R. N. Lyne to 
take up the new appointment of Director of Agriculture. The staff of the old 
Department was absorbed into the new, several important additions being 
made and the Department re-organized on a completely new footing, designed 
to meet the needs of the planting community, of native agriculture, and of 
research work. 

Four young men have been sent by the Government to Poona College with 
a view to their forming eventually the nucleus of a staff for the agricultural 
education of the villager. 
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Co-operative Credit Societies. 


Interest is beginning to be taken by the people of Ceylon in the Co-operative 
Credit Societies movement, and societies are springing up in various parts of 
the Island. The villagers are beginning to understand that relief from the 
excessive usury to which they are subject may be obtained through the medium 
of these societies. 


The Agricultural Society. 


The total number of subscribers is 1,704—828 local and 876 foreign. 

The “ Tropical Agriculturist ” was at the end of the year acquired by the 
Society from Messrs. A. M. & J. Ferguson. 

The Sinhalese Agricultural Magazine (Govikam Sangarawa) has a circulation 
of 3,250. 

The number of Agricultural Instructors has been increased to twelve. 

The effort at arousing interest through shows reached its climax in the 
All-Ceylon Exhibition which was held in July, 1912. 

A cotton trial at Ambalantota in the south of the Island proved very 
successful, and encourages the belief that this product will thrive in that 
district. The variety grown was Allen’s long staple American Upland, and 
the yield was 1,040 Ib. of lint per acre. 

The dissemination of improved varieties of fruit and vegetables is being 
continued ; while the improvement of native methods of tillage, the introduction 
of transplanting and manuring in paddy growing, and of rotations in dry 
land cultivation are the chief concern of the Instructors. 

The Board of Agriculture has taken energetic steps towards promoting the 
scheme for a College of Tropical Agriculture in Ceylon. 


Position of Agricultural Industries. 


The rubber industry was marked by steady progress. The export for the 
year amounted to 14,847,735 Ib., as against 6,855,709 lb. in 1911. 

Estimating that in the East 950,000 acres are under rubber, Ceylon may be 
credited with 200,000 acres. 

The average price obtained in London was 4s. 8d. per lb. 

The general condition of tea estates throughout the Island shows no deterio- 
ration. Cultivation has been well maintained, and the market has been good. 
Extensions to the tea area continue, but not to an extent likely to upset the 
balance of supply and demand. 

The exports were 192,019,591 Ib., as against 186,594,055 Ib. in 1911. 

The coconut crops of 1912 were shorter than they should have been owing to 
the drought of the two previous years. This loss was compensated by the 
steady prices maintained for all coconut palm products in 1912. 

Cocoa passed through one of its best years. The exports amounted to 
71,754 ewt. Prices were on the whole higher than in previous years. Good 
beans were during the latter part of the year selling at Rs. 72 per cwt. 

The cardamom exports for 1912 were 440,000 lb., the shortest crop for many 
years. There has been a general falling off since 1909, due to want of rain 
during the blossoming period. Prices, however, were satisfactory. In Colombo 
well-bleached seed fetched Rs. 2°50 to Rs. 3 per lb., while the London average 
was about 43. 4 

The price of cinnamon during the year was good ; fine grades fetched 90 cents 
and over. 53,086 cwt. were exported, as against 51,897 cwt. in 1911. 

There was a decline in citronella cultivation, due to some of the citronella 
land having gone under rubber. The exports of citronella oil were 1,487,276 lb., 
as against 1,533,744 lb. in 1911. x 
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Diseases of Animals. 


Cattle.—Rinderpest prevailed chiefly in the North-Central and North-Western 
Provinces during April, May, and June. The total number >f cases for the 
whole Island during 1912 was 9,103, of which 2,290 recovered, 6,096 died, and 
717 were shot. 


Foot-and-mouth Disease——There were 485 cases reported, of which 470 
recovered and 15 died. 


Dogs.—In the year under review there were 60 cases of rabies reported, of 
which 48 gave positive results upon bacteriological examination and the other 
12 negative. 46 persons went from Ceylon to the Pasteur Institute, Coonoor, 
for treatment. 


(D) Lanp Grants AND GENERAL VALUE oF Lanp. 
Land Setilement. 


The Land Settlement Department is concerned with the settlement of title 
to lands as between the Crown and the subject. 

During the year 1912 an aréa of about 96,000 acres was settled. Almost all 
claims continue to be settled without recourse to litigation. 

The confidence of the people in the fairness of the settlements offered 
continues, and the increased facilities for acquiring land from the Crown are 
appreciated. 


Survey. 


The operations of the Survey Department for the period under review 
comprised 44,715 acres of block survey. 

Forty-eight applications to purchase Crown land for rubber cultivation were 
dealt with during the period, covering 2,396 acres, chiefly in the Western, 
Southern, Uva, and Sabaragamuwa Provinces. In 1911 such applications 
numbered thirty-four, covering 1,079 acres. 

Mannar town survey and the Mantivu island survey (acquisition for leper 
establishment) were completed during the year. 

All lands sold are now permanently demarcated in accordance with the Land- 
marks Ordinance. 


Land Sales. 


Except in special cases, the alienation of Crown land in Ceylon is effected by 
the sale of the freehold at public auction. There is no general system of lease- 
holds. Where occupiers can prove prescriptive possession against the Crown, 
certificates of quiet possession are issued ; and wherethe occupation has been 
for less than the prescriptive period, settlements may be effected on special 
terms. 

The total extent of Crown land sold during 1912 was 30,692 acres, and the 
amount realized, including fees, Rs. 1,649,367. 

The figures for the last five years are :— 


Extent Amount 
sold. realized. 
Acres, Rs. 
1908 A, Be oe 25,080 . 907,630 
1909 oe oe oe 28,828 a 991,866 
1910 ae ae a 30,673 “s 1,273,889 
1911 se Pies as 27,947 oe 1,269,597 
1912 gs 30,692 ve 1,649,367 


Omitting sales and settlements effected by the Land Settlement Department, 
the area alienated by the Government Agents during the twelve months 
included an extent of 4,356 acres in the Southern Province, 3,979 acres in the 
Western, 2,888 acres in the North-Western, and 1,544 acres in the Province of 
Uva. 
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The average price paid per acre ranged from Rs. 15 in the North-Central 
Province to Rs. 166 in the Western. In the principal coconut, rubber, and tea 
districts of the low-country, other than the Western Province, the average 
prices were: Jafina Rs. 30, Batticaloa Rs. 36, Kurunegala Rs. 44, Puttalam 
Rs. 92, Matara Rs. 122, and Galle Rs. 147. In the tea and rubber districts of 
the Kandyan Provinces average prices ranged from Rs. 25 in Ratnapura and 
Rs. 27 in Uva to Rs. 46 in Matale, Rs. 84 in Kandy, and Rs. 89 in Kegalla. 


(z) Sarpprye. 


The total number of all vessels (including warships) which entered the ports 
of the Island in 1912 was 4,352, with a tonnage of 9,916,597 tons, showing a 
decrease of 3 vessels and an increase of 354,620 tons as compared with 1911. 

The following table gives the total number and nett tonnage of shipping 
entered and cleared at all ports in Ceylon during the years 1911 and 1912 :— 


1911, 
Entered. Cleared. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 
Merchant vessels (with cargo and 
in ballast). .. 2,410 .. 7,387,615 .. 2,385 .. 7,363,938 
Merchant vessels (called to coal)... 691 .. 1,872,580 .. 691 .. 1,873,141 
Native sailing vessels 2, 71,208" 2% 90,306 .. 1,203 .. 94,905 





Warships et a 51 .. 211,476 .. 61... 211,476 
‘ Total .. 4,355 9,561,977 4,330 9,543,460 





1912. 
Merchant vessels (with cargo and 
in ballast) .. -. 2,430 .. 7,610,101 .. 2,453 .. 7,617,784 
Merchant vessels (called to coal)... 764 .. 2,032,397 .. 763 .. 2,030,048 
Native sailing vessels eae 151200. 96,989 .. 1,101 .. 95,268 
Warships ae he 38 .. 177,110 .. 38 .. 177,110 





Total .. 4,352 9,916,597 4,355 9,920,210 





Omitting warships and vessels calling to coal, the following tables give the 
distribution according to nationality, inwards and outwards, during 1912 :— 


Entered. 

A 7 With Cargo. In Ballast. Total. 
Nationality. Vessels, Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
British -» 1,251 ..3,794,123 .. 386 ..1,245,493 .. 1,637 ..5,039,616 
Colonial -. 872... 76,198 .. 186... 7,588 .. 1,008 .. 83,786 
German oe 166 .. 556,722 .. 55 .. 258,947 .. 221 .. 815,669 
French es 83 .. 267,929 .. 46 .. 161,696 .. 129 .. 429,625 
Maldivian -» 110... 12,870 .. 2.4. 333 .. 112... 13,208 
Japanese o- 88 .. 367,301 .. 6... 24,597 .. 94 .. 391,898 
Austrian Bes 63 .. 200,346 .. 26... 61,730 .. 89 .. 262,076 
Dutch Boe 10... 13,897 .. 75 .. 236,563 .. 85 .. 250,460 
Russian oe 13... 37,741 .. 52 .. 141,980 .. 65 .. 179,721 
Norwegian .. 31... 47,770 .. 3... 95... 34... 47,865 
Italian HS 24... 65,302 .. ees 9,063 .. 27... 74,365 
Spanish os 6 .. 15,457 .. 21... 51,418 .. 27... 66,875 
Danish ae 15... 34,696 .. 4.. 10,485 .. 19... 45,181 
Siamese Be Dae 4,463 .. —  .. — .. bles 4,463 
Swedish en ee rs _— bi 2,287 .. ty: 2,287 


Total .. 2,734 5,494,815 816 2,212,275 3,550 7,707,090 
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Cleared. 
7 A With Cargo. In Ballast. Total. 

Nationality. Vessela, ‘Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 

British a 873 ..2,832,400 -.. 789 ..2,217,406 .. 1,662 ..5,049,806 
Colonial wa 409 .. 32,463 .. 590 .. 50,896 .. 999 .. 83,359 
German .. 172... 622,080 .. 49 .. 193,589 .. 221 .. 815,669 
French a 71 .. 228,611 .. 58 .. 201,014 .. 129 .. 429,625 
Maldivian es 25... 3,291 .. 77... 8,618 .. 102 .. 11,909 
Japanese fs 79 .. 336,582 .. 14... 53,709 .. 93 .. 390,291 
Austrian te 48 .. 154,651 .. 41 .. 107,425 .. 89 .. 262,076 
Dutch oe 12... 31,159 .. 72 .. 218,401 .. 84 .. 249,560 
Russian ot 58 .. 161,385 .. 7... 18,336 .. 65 .. 179,721 
Norwegian .. 3 Bae 757 .. 33... 47,108 .. 34 .. 47,865 
Italian oe 15... 38,677 .. 12... 35,688 .. 27... 74,365 
Spanish oe 23... 56,868 .. 4 10,007 .. 27... 66,875 
Danish Sa 16... 39,102 .. 3... 6,079 .. 19 .. 45,181 
Siamese “ate Toes 2,234 .. 1 2,229 ., pameee 4,463 
Swedish oe ee — .. 1 2,287 .. Lee 2,287 





Total .. 1,803 4,540,260 1,751 3,172,792 3,554 7,718,052 





Taking the figures inwards, we get the following comparative distribution 
according to nationality for 1911 and 1912 :— 








1911. 1912. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 

British af .. 1608 .. 4,693,429 .. 1,637 .. 5,039,616 
British Colonial -- 1,074 .. 75,516 .. 1,008 .. 83,786 

Total British Ships .. 2,862 4,768,945 2,645 5,123,402 
German ae fn” 2BBS Oh. 944,461 .. 221... 815,669 
French va BLOT. Pe 448,025 .. 129 .. 429,625 
Maldivian .. aaa 131... 14,856 .. 112. 13,203 
Japanese Re ae 96... 408,456 .. 94 2. 391,898 
Austrian 2aX Se GDe see 219,916 .. ers 262,076 
Dutch a a 87. 265,952 .. 85. 250,460 
Russian a ve 72... 174,870 .. 65... 179,721 
Norwegian .. aes 30... 46,952 .. B4 iw. 47,865 
Italian ae is 32 tw 85,832 .. 27). 74,365 
Spanish i a 26... 61,387 .. 7 Mae 66,875 
Danish $5 Bo Diss 19,348 .. 19... 45,181 
Siamese an a5 4... 8,921 .. Deas 4,463 
Swedish ve Pity | ite _ a, Lone 2,287 





Total Foreign Ships .. 931 2,698,976 905 2,583,688 





The decrease apparent in the total of British ships is due to a falling off of 
Colonial sailing vessels. The decrease apparent in the total of foreign ships 
is mainly due to a difference of 19 Maldivian vessels and 17 German between 
the two years under comparison. But this is in part compensated by an 
increase of 20 Austrian and 10 Danish. British steamers continue to predomi- 
nate both in number and tonnage, the increase in steamers being 29 and in 
tonnage 346,187 tons. 

The figures below give the number and nett tonnage of British and foreign 
vessels entering the port of Colombo during each of the past five years, including 
vessels which called to coal :— 


No. Tons. 
1908 os a ee 3,005 .. 7,525,824 
1909 . NS os 2,983 .. 8,091,423 
+. 1910 . Ke .. 3,839 .. 8,847,184 
1911 ae ore oe 3,299... 8,920,552 


1912 . ar oe 3,397... 9,370,843 
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III.—LEGISLATION. 


Among the new Ordinances passed during 1912 were :— 


“The Chamber of Commerce (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 2 of 1912.’— 
The Ordinance of 1895 allowed five Directors (excluding the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman). The new Ordinance provides for the appointment of 
not less than five nor more than ten Directors (excluding. the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman). The object of the change is to permit of every section of 
trade and commerce being represented ‘on the Committee or Board. 

“The Public Performances Ordinance, No. 7 of 1912.”—This Ordinance 
provides general powers for the prevention of objectionable performances, 
and for the protection of the public against the danger of fire, overcrowding, 
or disorder. 

“The Excise Ordinance, No. 8 of 1912.’—This Ordinance was framed 
in conformity with the terms of a resolution adopted by the Legislative 
Council, which affirmed the expediency of altering the existing system of 
arrack and toddy renting and introducing a system of Excise on the lines 
followed in Madras, or an adaptation thereof to local conditions. The Ordinance 
deals in a comprehensive manner with the whole question of the manufacture 
and sale of intoxicating liquor of all kinds. It has also been made applicable 
to intoxicating drugs, such as bhang and ganja, bringing them under Excise 
control. Opium is excluded from its operation. 

“The Medical Wants Ordinance, No. 9 of 1912.”—The object of this 
Ordinance was to consolidate the legislation relating to the medical wants of 
planting districts, and at the same time to introduce certain amendments. 
Under the existing law the system of medical aid extended only to immigrant 
labourers ; under the new Ordinance it extends to all resident labourers, whether 
immigrant or native. The financial scheme of ‘The Medical Wants Ordinance, 
1900,” has been re-adjusted so as to bring it into harmony with existing condi- 
tions. Special provision has been made to check infant mortality upon 
estates. 

“The Diseases (Labourers) Ordinance, No. 10 of 1912.”—This Ordinance 
aims at the protection of labourers who are housed together in definite 
localities in such circumstances that any infectious disease which may break 
out among them is liable to assume an epidemic character. When any infec- 
tious or contagious disease breaks out upon any estate in a severe form the 
estate is to be visited by a District Medical Officer, who is to give the necessary 
directions for the treatment of the labourers either on the estate or in the 
hospital. 

the Game Protection (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 13 of 1912.”—The 
Ordinance provides— 


(1) Means for relaxing the restrictions on the shooting of wild elephants 
where they have become so numerous as to be a menace to the 
safety of the inhabitants of any district or to their crops or produce ; 

(2) Enhanced penalties for the breach of a condition endorsed on 
a license ; 

(3) For dealing with cases in which there is good reason to believe that a 
person is in possession of a tusker that has been unlawfully captured ; 

(4) For dealing with the unlawful possession of game during the close and 
open seasons. 


“The Lepers (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 15 of 1912.”—The object is to 
afford similar protection to the property of lepers detained under the Leper 
Ordinance, as is afforded to the property of minors and lunatics by the Civil 
Procedure Code. 
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“The Aerial Navigation Ordinance, No. 18 of 1912.”—The Ordinance 
provides for the protection of the public, and also of the State, against the 
dangers which might arise through the use of aircraft with a view to observing 
military works. 

An Ordinance further to amend “The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(Amendment) Ordinance, No. 19 of 1912.”—This Ordinance confers power on 
Municipal Magistrates and Village Tribunals, in addition to Police Magistrates, 
to make an order far the treatment of sick or injured animals in an infirmary. 
_It also authorizes the appropriation of fines imposed under the Ordinance to 
“ the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

“The Land Acquisition (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 25 of 1912.”— 
The object of the Ordinance is to allow of land being acquired for public 
purposes by way of exchange for other land the property of the Crown, instead 
of a pecuniary compensation, and to allow persons who desire to present land 
to the Crown for public purposes to do so under the Land Acquisition Ordinance 
without going through fictitious formalitics. 

“The Penal Code (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 26 of 1912.”—The object 
is to deal with the Indian betting advertisements which are from time to time 
published in the local papers, 


IV.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


(N.B.—Educational statistics, being for the most part based on the returns 
of the financial year, are omitted from this Report. See note on page 1.) 


(4) Hosprrats. 


There are 76 Government hospitals, in addition to the Lunatic and Leper 
Asylums, equipped with modern hospital furniture and surgical appliances. 
The number of beds in the hospitals ranges from 30 to 425. 

In addition to the hospitals, there are 418 outdoor Government dispensaries 
and 279 estate dispensaries supported by the planters, who-get their drugs free 
up to a value of 50 cents per cooly per annum. 


(B) Mepicau InstiTUTIONS. 


The Medical College accommodated in 1912 148 medical and 90 apothecary 
students, these numbers showing a decrease of 3 and increase of 9 respectively 
as compared with 1911. The full course of training for medical students is 
five years; a diploma in medicine, surgery, and midwifery (which can be 
registered in the United Kingdom) is granted to successful students. In 
association with the College there are a Bacteriological Institute with a small 
Clinic for Tropical Medicine attached; a laboratory for the Government 
Analyst ; an ophthalmic hospital; a lying-in home ; a women’s hospital; a 
children’s hospital ; and special hospitals for the insane, lepers, and infectious - 
diseases. 


(c) AsyLums. 


The Lunatic Asylum is situated in Colombo. There are 714 inmates. 

The Leper Asylum is situated about 6 miles from Colombo, and contains 398 
patients. A small establishment for lepers exists in the Eastern Province, and 
contains 36 patients. A large leper settlement is to be founded there shortly. 
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In association with Government, a Home for Incurables (containing 80 beds) 
is worked by a Committee of Government officials and representatives of the 
public. 


(D) Poor Hovszs. 


There are no poor houses in Ceylon. In Colombo and some other towns 
there are Friend-in-need Societies for the relief of distress, and these are 
subsidized by Government, the Colombo subsidy being Rs. 12,000 per annum. 
In addition to this, every Government Agent and Assistant Government Agent 
has an annual vote for “ Allowances to Paupers”’; the votes vary from Rs. 10,500 
in the Colombo District to Rs. 660 in the Nuwara Eliya District ; the maximum 
allowance is Rs. 5 a month. 


(z) REFORMATORIES. 


There are no Government reformatories in Ceylon, but by an arrangement 
with the Roman Catholic Mission the Maggona Industrial School is used 
as a reformatory for youthful offenders. 


(F) Savines Banks. 


There are two Government institutions, and the business of both showed a 
satisfactory working in 1911. : 


Ceylon Savings Bank.—The Ceylon Savings Bank had a sum of Rs. 5,380,286 
to the credit of 38,146 depositors on December 31, 1912, as against Rs. 5,152,981 
to the credit of 37,099 depositors on December 31, 1911. 

The amount of the bank’s invested funds on December 31, 1912, was 
Rs. 5,819,677. Interest is allowed on deposits at the rate of 3 per cent. on 
sums of Rs. 1,000 and over, and 4 per cent. on sums under Rs. 1,000. 

Post Office Savings Bank—At the end of 1912 there was a sum of 
Rs. 3,571,596 °79 to the credit of 101,347 depositors approximately, as against 
Rs. 3,217,242 to the credit of 93,549 depositors at the end of 1911. 


V.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


(4) Poxice. 


The authorized strength of the Police on December 31, 1912, was 1 Inspector- 
General, 7 Superintendents, 15 Assistant Superintendents, 24 Inspectors, 44 
Sub-Inspectors, 59 Station House Officers, 257 Sergeants, and 2,019 Constables. 

In addition, the strength of the European Police was 1 Inspector, 2 Sub- 
Inspectors, 4 Second Class Sergeants, and 24 Third Class Sergeants. 

The cost of the force in 1912 was approximately Rs. 1,200,000. 


(B) Prisons. 


There was an increase of 883 in the total number of admissions of convicted 
prisoners to the prisons of Ceylon during the year 1912, excluding Road 
Ordinance defaulters, of whom there were 166, as against 191 in 1911. The 
figures are as follows :— 


1911 2a ¢ 2% ee as 8,538 
1912 ate aie iis ae 9,421 


5 23-14 
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The convictions for murder and manslaughter were 98, as against 106 in 
1911. Of these 98, 48 were sentenced to be hanged. There were 29 executions 
in 1912, including 5 sentenced to be hanged in 1911. Of the 48 sentenced to be 
hanged, 43 were Sinhalese, 3 Tamils, 1 Moor, and 1 Malay. 19 convicts were 
deported to the Andamans for life. 

There were 7 escapes during the year, and 8 recaptures, 

The total number of deaths in jail was 167, as against 315 in 1911 and 238 
in 1910—a marked improvement. The death-rate per 1,000 of the prisons 
population was 10°32, as against 20°98 in 1911 and 16°36 in 1910. 

The daily average sick was 115°09, as against 180°82 in 1911 and 148-83 
in 1910. 

The number of punishments for prisons offences inflicted during the year 
was 1,199, a slight increase over the figures for 1911, which were 1,151, but 
lower than the figures for 1910, namely, 1,287. 

The total number of individuals punished was 1,159, as against 1,093 for 
1911. There were 26 cases of corporal punishment, as against 25 in 1911—an 
increase of one only. 

Prisoners are employed on works of public utility and remunerative industrial 
labour, the demand for such work being still in excess of the supply. At the 
large central jail at Welikada the whole of the cloth required for prisoners’ 
clothing is made by prison labour. All boots required for officers are also 
turned out, All clothing and bedding required by the Medical Health Depart- 
ment is made up free of charge. There are also parties of carpenters, black- 
and tin-smiths, cane furniture makers, brush, broom, mat, and door rug 
makers, who execute large Government orders received from the Colonial 
Storekeeper and other Departments, as well as private orders. 

The steam laundry continues to be a success. The total sum spent on the 
laundry since it was started in 1909 to June 30, 1913, has been Rs. 19,842; 
this sum includes initial cost, upkeep, and all working expenses. The sum of 
Rs. 17,763 was for the same period recovered and credited to Revenue, the 
charge to the Departments using the laundry being merely nominal, namely, 
75 cents for every hundred pieces of linen washed. Welikada Prison also sends 
240 prisoners daily to the Government Printing Office free of charge. At the 
convalescent jails at Negombo and Batticaloa prisoners are employed in 
making baskets for the Public Works Department. 

Out of doors prisoners are chiefly employed in quarrying stone and breaking 
metal for the Public Works and Railway Departments and on reclamation 
works. At Mahara 540 prisoners are employed in the old quarries for the 
Harbour Works, while a new quarry was opened at the latter end of the year 
for the purpose of supplying granite setts and broken metal to the Government 
Factory Engineer. At Kandy, Galle, Chilaw, Anuradhapura, and Tangalla 
stone and metal are supplied to the Railway and Public Works Departments. 

The Karaiur reclamation at Jafina has made very good progress, and employs 
400 prisoners daily on the works. 

The portable prison at Mankulam has been greatly improved and brought 
into a thoroughly good sanitary condition. The 160 prisoners stationed there 
are employed in quarrying stone and breaking metal for the Irrigation Depart- 
ment. The prison not only affords useful remunerative labour for a large 
number of habitual criminals, but has proved a good deterrent. 

Owing to the large number of prisoners located at Jaffna and Mankulam, it 
was found necessary to place the two prisons at these stations under a paid 
prisons official. This was found feasible without any extra cost to Government 
by closing the prison at Mutwal in July and transferring the officers and 
prisoners. 

As in 1911, so great has been the demand for prison labour this year on such 
works as above noted that, notwithstanding the “penal stage’ now being 
only one month, it is at times almost impossible to meet all demands. 
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(c) CrrminaL STATIsTics. 
I—From a Return furnished by the Inspector-General of Police. 


The following table shows the fluctuations of the more important forms of 
serious crime :— 


1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 
Murder and homicide .. 201... Wit Ass 209... 1827 Ae, 179 
Rape .. oe 129... 130... T3183 LZLG we 80 
Robbery a, 1,000 .. 937 .. 1,015... 798. 505 
Burglary -- 2,570 .. 2,456 .. 1,957... 1,630 .. 1,582 
Grievous hurt 329... 551. 731. 680 .. 552 
Theft of cattle and preedial 
products 2,079 .. 1,656 .. 1,324 .. 1,366 .. 1,251 
Arson .. eee 499... 391 442... 383 an 216 


The figures show that there has been a decrease i in all classes cf crime. 

The number of murders is below the average of the last four years. Of the 
murders, as usual nearly half the number were stabbing cases, and when the 
causes are examined an almost equal number are found to be due to sudden 
and unpremeditated quarrels. In 7 cases murder was committed for the sake 
of plunder, as compared to 2 cases in 1911. 29 cases were due to jealousy, 
15 were the outcome of long-standing enmity, and 13 were due to land disputes. 


II.—From a Return furnished by the Solicitor-General. 

The number of cases instituted in the Police Courts and Municipal Magis- 
trates’ Courts during the year 1912 was 78,466. 

The number of persons dealt with in the above cases was 85,679. The 
proportion per 100,000 inhabitants was 2,084. 

1,527 persons were committed for trial before the Superior Courts. Of 
these, 19 were discharged on withdrawal of the indictments against them by 
the Attorney-General, 957 were convicted of various crimes, and the remaining 
551 were acquitted. 

Taking into account offences of a serious nature which, in certain circum- 
stances, are summarily triable by Police Magistrates, altogether 1,748 persons 
would appear to have been convicted of serious crime during the year 1912. 

Out of the 45 persons convicted of murder, 19 were transported to the 
Andamans, the sentence of death being commuted. 


VI—VITAL STATISTICS. 
(4) Poptnation. 

The estimated population of Ceylon on December 31, 1912, was 4,189,000, 
an increase of nearly 1 per cent. on that of the previous year. The increase 
was due to the natural excess of births over deaths and to the excess of arrivals 
over departures of Indian coolies. 


The population comprised the various nationalities shown below :— 





Nationality. Numbers. bee ae 

Sinhalese A a 2,726,800 re 65°2 
Tamils (indigenous) .. . 611,100 ie 14°5 
Tamils (immigrants and their descend- 

ants) 22, . 518,500 on 12°4 
Moors nts 267,400 oa 674 
Burghers ae $6 27,000 oe “6 
Malays oe ee 13,100 oa "3 
Europeans er ey 7,700 2 
Others oe 17, 400 4 


There is an excess of jasles over females in the wopulation: viz., 113 males 
to 100 females, as contrasted with England and Wales, where the proporticn 
is 94 males to 100 females. 
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Births. 


The birth-rate for 1912 was 33 per mille, and was lower than the average 38. 
It appears to be gradually declining. The proportion ot births to population 
in Ceylon is similar to that prevailing in other tropical countries, but consider- 
ably higher than the rate (about 25) in England and Wales. There were 105 
male to every 100 temale births. : 


Deaths. 


The death-rate for the whole Island was 32, and was in excess of the average 
28. The Ceylon rate appears to be lower than that of Bombay, but higher 
than those of Bengal, Madras, Jamaica, British Guiana, while it is more than 
double the death-rate in England and Wales. The infantile mortality was 
215 per 1,000 births compared with an average of 183, and a rate in England 
and Wales of 105 to 1,000 births. 

Snakebite, homicide, and suicide each accounted for 50 deaths per million 
of the population. There were 29 executions, 7.¢., 7 per million as compared 
with 4 per million in England and Wales. 

The urban death-rate was 30 per mille, and rose from 9°7 in Nuwara Eliya, 
the sanatorium of Ceylon, to 67 in Anuradhapura. The lowest rates, as a 
rule, are found in the towns on the western seaboard. 

The tea, rubber, and cocoa estates contain a population of about 578,200, 
mostly of Tamils immigrant from Southern India. The estate death-rate 
rose to 40 from an average of 35, and in one district was as high as 72. 


(3B) Pustic Hearra. 


There was a slight improvement in the general health of the population 
during the year 1912 as compared with 1911, the death-rate being 32°72 as 
against 34°8 per thousand ; the average death-rate between 1898 and 1908 
(11 years) was 29 per annum per thousand, that from 1909 to 1911 31°02. 

The following figures show the death-rate per thousand for the different 
Provinces :— 


Western on < ey a 24°6 
Central a LA as 31:3 
Eastern a ae o 6 32°9 
Northern... si Bs ee 35°6 
North-Western a . a 35°6 
Southern... we or Be 35°7 
Uva ies oe Ss ad 371 
Sabaragamuwa “ ere; ae 40-1 
North-Central .- oe . 54-1 


Causes of Death.—The chief causes of death were fever (chiefly malaria), 
diarrhoea, dysentery, pneumonia, phthisis. Deaths from enteric fever showed 
a decrease from the previous year, numbering 461, as against 651, while those 
classified under the heading ill-defined increased to 36,417 from 33,064 in 1911 ; 
deaths registered as due to diarrhoea were 17,010 in 1912, as against 17,347 
in 1911; dysentery 5,237, as against 4,743 in 1911; phthisis 4,306, as against 
4,286 in 1911; and anchylostomiasis 1,843, as against 2,001 deaths in 1911. 

There were only 13 deaths from cholera during the year, as against 277 in 
1911 and 22 in 1910. Of the 13 deaths, 12 occurred in the Colombo District 
and the other in Jafina; deaths from smallpox numbered 15, as against 89 
in 1911 and 29 in 1910. 


Preventive Measures against Disease—Measures have been taken for the 
prevention of malaria by the free distribution of quinine, the circulation of 
leaflets, and lectures and demonstrations to the public through the officers of 
the Medical Department and the headmen, 

The anti-malarial campaign at Kurunegala in the North-Western Province 
was continued. 
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Anchylostomiusis—This disease, which is extremely prevalent amongst 
estate coolies, especially in the low-country, has been and is receiving consider- 
able attention on the part of the Inspecting Medical Officers. A large 
number of estates have been visited by them, the incidence of this disease 
inquired into, and both prophylactic and medical treatment are being adopted. 

Parangi (Yaws) has been treated successfully with Salvarsan in some of 
the hospitals, and arrangements are in progress to introduce it to other hospitals 
in parangi-stricken districts. 

Vaccination is systematically carried on throughout the Island by a special 
staff; during 1912 140,501 subjects were vaccinated. The percentage of 
successful primary vaccination cases to total inspected was 93°3, while the 
percentage of successful re-vaccination cases was 71°71. 

Stringent precautions are taken under the auspices of the Plague Committee 
to prevent the introduction of plague into Ceyion. The Island has hitherto 
been immune from the disease. One case of plague in a European was landed 
at Galle in July, 1912, the patient recovering. 

There were 14 deaths from hydrophobia during 1912, as against 38 in 1911. 
The Ceylon Government gives an annual grant to the Pasteur Institute at 
Coonoor, and poor persons bitten by rabid animals and unable to meet the 
expense of the journey are sent there at the cost of the Government. Concerted 
action is being taken by the local authorities to stamp out rabies by enforcing 
the registration of dogs and by the destruction of homeless pariahs. 


(c) SANITATION. 


In the matter of sanitation the large towns are controlled by Municipalities, 
while others have Local Boards, or come under the Small Towns Ordinance. 

The general expense of scavenging is met from rates recovered locally, and 
loans are made occasionally to local bodies for larger works of permanence, 
such as water supply, construction of drains, &c., the cost of which they are 
unable to meet in a lump sum. 

The drainage of Colombo has been undertaken by Government at the request 
of the Municipal Council, the necessary funds being advanced by Government 
on loan, while further assistance is being given by the contribution of a part of 
the expenditure as a free grant. 

The scheme provides for a complete system of sewers and rain water drains 
throughout the city, and for the disposal of the sewage by bacteriai treatment 
upon modern lines. 

Up to the end of 1912 86 miles of sewers and rain water drains had been 
laid, and connections had been made thereto from 463 premiscs. 


Water Supply Schemes.—With the assistance of Government, partly by 
way of grant, partly of loan, various iocal bodies have undertaken the provision 
of an improved water supply for the towns under their control. Work on such 
schemes was in contemplation or in progress during 1912 for the towns of 
Kurunegala, Batticaloa, Mannar, Puttalam, Chilaw, and Matale. 


(D) CrimatE. 


There is a marked variation in climate between the different parts of Ceylon. 
In the low-country, with a mean temperature of the order of 80° F., a noticeable 
feature is the small range of both temperatureand pressure. There is, however 
wide divergence between the moist conditions in the south-west of the Island, 
where the annual rainfall is often over 100 inches, and the dry zone areas of 
the north, north-west, and south-east, 

Inland, with altitudes reaching 8,000 feet, the temperature is cooler and 
shows a bigger daily range, there is a corresponding change in vegetation, and 
the conditions are altogether more akin to those in the temperate zone. 
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Rainfall, 1912.—This was below normal in the north and north-east and 
above it in the south and south-west, chiefly owing to heavy rain in November 
and December. 

Ratnapura again heads the list in absolute amount, viz., 149°95 inches, 
which is practically identical with the average for that station. At the other 
extreme Jafina had 30°71 inches on 55 days, or 17°64 inches below its average. 

Hambantota, which last year was the driest first class station with 39°3 
inches, this year reached 59°48 inches, or 22-6 inches above its average. 

Kandy had 75°89 inches on 192 days, being 6-4 inches in deficit ; Galle was 
10:7 inches in excess. 

Colombo Observatory with 101-14 inches on 195 days was well above normal, 
but it must be remembered that the “ average ” is not fully established yet 
for this station. Comparisons with the average of the old Colombo Fort 
readings are hardly admissible. : 


Temperature—The mean temperature for the whole year was highest at 
Mannar, 83°2° F.; and lowest at Hakgala (near Nuwara Eliya), 58°4° F. 

At the Colombo Observatory and at Kandy the mean temperature was 
81-0° F. and 76°6° F. respectively. 

The highest temperature reached in the Island during 1912 was 100-2° F. 
on August 10 at Anuradhapura. The highest on record is 103°7° F. at 
Trincomalee on May 12, 1890. 

The highest temperature reached atthe Colombo Observatory in 1912 was 
96°2° I. on February 28 and March 15. 

The mean daily range of temperature, 7.¢., the mean of the daily difference 
between the maximum and minimum temperatures, was highest at Badulla, 
19°0° F.; and lowest at Galle, 9°5° F. 


VIL—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


One new post office and eleven new receiving offices were opened during the 
year 1912. Three offices were converted into combined post and telegraph 
offices. The total number of offices now is 476, of which 308 are receiving 
offices for the sale of postage stamps and delivery of letters, while 168 are 
money order and savings bank offices, and of these 119 are also telegraph offices. 

The total estimated number of articles, exclusive of parcels, which passed 
through the post amounted to nearly 41 millions, against 40 millions in the 

ear 1911. 

The total number of parcels dealt with was 658,479, an increase of 69,167 
over the previous year. The business done is shown as follows :— 


1911. 1912, 

Total number of parcels .. et 589,312 .. 658,479 

To the United Kingdom .. an 12,502 .. 14,838 

From the United Kingdom We 28,414 .. 34,687 

To other countries a5 sa 38,624 .. 47,957 

From other countries oa a 131,382 .. 151,403 

The following are the figures for money orders :— 
1911. 1912. 
Number. Value. Number. Value, 
Rs. Rs. 

Inland «. 401,636 .. 11,615,385 .. 434,011 .. 13,197,182 
Indian .. 248,963 .. 7,587,354 .. 280,227 .. 8,319,899 
United Kingdom .. 11,454 .. 521,837 .. 13,259 .. 542,016 


Other Countries .. 13,110 .. 965,258 .. 13,626 .. 1,054,834 


CEYLON, 1912. 23 


The increase in telegrams is shown in the following figures :— 


1911. 1912. 
Inland ae a sie 712,990 .. 813,722 
Indian Be ae oe 161,736 .. 170,209 
Other Countries aoe 87,516 .. 94,868 


Postal Improvements.—On the completion of the rai'way extension from 
Avissawella to Ratnapura the mails hitherto conveyed by horse and bullock 
coaches between these two stations were transferred to the railway and an 
improved service established. Negotiations were concluded for the extension 
of the value-payable parcel system to the Straits Settlements to come into force 
from January 1, 1913. 


Combined Postage and Revenue Stamps.—New combined postage and revenue 
stamps were introduced, and the revenue stamps hitherto in use withdrawn 
from circulation. 


Telegraphs.—The work entrusted to the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company 
for the construction of a Wireless Telegraph Station at Colombo was completed 
and the station opened to the public on July 22. This station has a range of 
400 knots by day and 1,000 knots by night. 

A deferred telegram system was introduced whereby the senders of private 
telegrams in plain language to the United Kingdom and several other countries 
can obtain the benefit of a reduction of 50 per cent., such telegrams being 
transmitted after telegrams charged at full rate have gone forward. 

Telegraph rates between India and Ceylon were reduced from 20 cents a 
word to 12 words for one rupee. 

Arrangements were made for the acceptance and delivery of telegrams by 
telephone at offices connected with telephone exchanges, a fee of 15 cents 
being charged for each message sent or received in addition to the usual cost of 
the telegram. The special charge is, however, waived in districts where the 
telephone has been put into a post office at the expense of private persons. 


Telephones.—In 1896, the year that Government took over the Telephone 
Exchange from the Oriental Telephone Company, there were 130 telephones in 
use ; there are now over 1,300. A telephone trunk line was opened from 
Kandy to Hatton. Telephone trunk line call offices were opened at Hatton 
and Kalutara. 


VITL.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


(a) Pusric Works DEPARTMENT. 


The total expenditure of the Public Works Department for the year 1912 was 
Rs. 7,581,768—an increase of Rs. 664,963 over 1911. 

The total length of roads maintained by the Public Works Department 
during the year was 3,940 miles, of which 3,631 miles are cart roads and 309 
miles are bridle roads. 

The special expenditure on roads and bridges for 1912 under the programme 
of Works chargeable to Surplus Balances amounted to Rs. 348,940. 

Amongst the more important works completed during the year were the 
Wireless Telegraph Station, Colombo ; the Hydro-Electric Installation, Nuwara 
Eliya ; new wards at the Anuradhapura Hospital; and a number of new roads. 

The following works were in progress, but had not been completed at the 
close of the year :—The Government Distillery at Kalutara, the new Royal 
College, the extension to the Treasury and extensions of jetties and Customs 
premises in Colombo, the Mannar water supply, two important hospitals in the 
planting districts, and various roads and bridges. 
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(3) Cotomso Harsour Works. 


The total expenditure upon the harbour works proper during 1912 amounted 
to Rs. 1,163,018°53; the total expenditure since the commencement of the 
South-west Breakwater in 1873, including maintenance charges, being 
Rs. 44,364,701 °15. 


New Arm, South-west Breakwater —This structure, including the lighthouse, 
was finished by May 1, on which date the commemoration stone recording the 
completion of the harbour works was laid by His Excellency the Governor. 


Graving Dock.—The Dock was occupied on fifteen occasions during the year. 
The revenue amounted to Rs. 20,576°60, and the expenditure to Rs. 56,088 °46. 


Patent Slip —The Slip was used on thirty-five occasions, producing a revenue 
of Rs. 27,286 ; the working expenses amounted to Rs. 18,282-90. 


Deepening of the Harbour.—In order that there should be ample accommoda- 
tion in the Colombo harbour for vessels of deep draught when the improvements 
in the Suez Canal now being undertaken are complete, a dredging scheme to 
provide mooring berths capable of taking passenger, cargo, and coal steamers 
of more than the maximum draught which will be allowed to pass through the 
Suez Canal has been sanctioned by Government. This scheme of dredging 
necessitated the provision of a new and larger dredger, which it was expected 
would be delivered in Colombo in ‘time to afford the necessary deep water 
accommodation early in 1914, by which time the Suez Canal authorities 
anticipated that vessels of 30 feet draught would be permitted to pass through 
the canal. 


(c) Government Rariway. 
(The returns of the open line, being based on the financial year, are not 
dealt with in this Report.) 
Extensions. 


To Chilaw.—tThis line is a continuation of the Negombo line, which was 
opened in December, 1909, and is 27 miles in length. It runs through the 
thickly populated districts of the west coast, north of Colombo, and will serve 
the richest coconut district in the Island. The line is constructed to a gauge 
of 5ft. 6in. All stations will be interlocked. The construction of the line was 
in December, 1912, about half completed. The total estimated cost of the 
extension is Rs. 3,932,053, and the actual cost up to December 31, 1912, was 
Rs. 2,180,334. 

Ratnapura Extension.—This is an extension of the 2 ft. 6in. gauge from Avissa- 
wella to Ratnapura. The line was completed and opened for traffic throughout 
by His Excellency Sir Henry MacCallum on April 18,1912. The total estimated 
cost of the line was Rs. 2,953,408, and the actual amount debited to the con- 
struction funds up to December 31, 1912, was Rs. 2,829,227. There are a few 
minor works still to complete, the cost of which is light. The line passes 
through a rich tea and rubber district. 

Pelmadulla Extension.—This is a further extension of the narrow gauge line 
from Ratnapura, in length some 17 miles, and will serve one of the richest 
rubber districts in the Island. The line throughout follows the valley of the 
We-ganga. The estimated cost of this extension is Rs. 2,253,414. The 
construction of the line was sanctioned in June, 1912. The line for the first 
7 miles traverses fairly easy country ; but after this mileage the ground is 
very sidelong and broken, necessitating heavy banks and deep cuttings. 

Badulla Extension —The construction of this line was sanctioned by the 
Secretary of State on November 22, 1912, and the setting out of certain devi- 
ations, &c., was taken in hand at once. The line will be 21 miles in length, and 
traverses throughout hilly and broken country. Steep gradients are necessary 
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owing to the difference in height of Bandarawela and Badulla, the former 
town being 4,103 feet above mean sea level, and the latter 2,228 feet. Bandara- 
wela is the present terminus of the Main line. The total estimate for the 
work is Rs. 5,254,443. 

Colombo Stations Extension.—This scheme comprises the construction of new 
stations at Maradana and the Fort ; new railway stores, engine sheds, and yard ; 
totally remodelling the old goods yards; the erection of three new main goods 
sheds, each 650 feet in length ; provision of large cart areas and approaches, 
all paved with sett paving ; the construction of two lake basins with quay walls, 
and the provision of cranes for same; the construction of two new yards and 
sheds complete for narrow gauge traffic ; the duplication and deviation of the 
main lines across the lake; and the extension of the narrow gauge line to the 
Fort. The total estimated cost of these works amounts to Rs. 6,229,234, out 
of which Rs. 4,280,064 was spent up to December 31, 1912. 


Main Line Duplication from Colombo (Base Line Road) to Ragama and from 
Slave Island to Moratuwa.—This work was far advanced in December, 1912. 
It included totally new buildings at six stations from Colombo southwards, 
and large additions to five other stations. The total estimate for the work is 
Rs. 2,697,356, and the cost up to December, 1912, was Rs. 2,454,783 °34. 


Sea Coast Protection Works.—To counteract the encroachment of the sea, 
heavy protection work consisting of tipping heavy rubble blocks varying in 
size from 13 tons downwards was taken in hand between Galle Face curve and 
Wellawatta station. At the end of 1912 this work was approaching completion. 
The estimate for the work was Rs. 437,310, and the cost up to December, 1912, 
was Rs. 438,655:72. To the estimate a sum of Rs. 40,000 should be added, 
increasing it to Rs. 477,310, being amount since recovered from the Stations 
Extension by the transfer of the quarry at Ragama to that extension. 


Lines under Survey.—A further extension of the Pelmadulla line from Kaha- 
watta to Opanayaka is contemplated. This extension is only 6 miles in length, 
and connects the Ratnapura-Balangoda road at the foot of the Balangoda Pass 
with Kahawatta station, the Pelmadulla terminus. This line will serve the 
large tea district of Balangoda. 

Mannar.—The North Pier at Talaimannar and the bridges spanning the 
seaway between the island of Mannar and the mainland of Ceylon were 
completed in October, 1912. 

The north-east’ rains delayed the advance of rail head; but less than 10 
miles of line remained to be laid by the end of the year, while the station 
buildings and railway staff quarters were nearly all built. 


(D) IRRIGATION. 


The total expenditure on the construction of irrigation works for the year 
ended December 31, 1912, was Rs. 264,639: 63, the expenditure for the previous 
twelve months being Rs. 314,846-49. 

The expenditure on the maintenance of irrigation works during the same 
period was Rs. 124,497-22. This covers only the major works, there being in 
addition a very large number of village works which are maintained as far 
as possible by unskilled labour by the people owning the land irrigated by 
them. 

The work of the year consisted chiefly in pushing on the construction of the 
five large works already undertaken, the commencement of the Tabbowa 
scheme in the North-Western Province (a combined irrigation and water supply 
scheme), and making good the damage caused by floods. Agricultural roads 
were opened on the completed irrigation works where they were found to be 
most needed. 
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IX.—GENERAL. 
(4) Important Events. 


His Excellency Sir Henry McCallum returned to the Island on January 3 after 
his official visit to Delhi to represent Ceylon at the Coronation celebrations. 

In March Dr. P. H. Bahr arrived in Ceylon to conduct an investigation into 
the disease known as ‘‘ Ceylon sore mouth,” or “ Sprue,”’ under the auspices 
of the London School of Tropical Medicine. 


On May 1 the new arm of the South-west Breakwater of the Colombo Harbour 
was opened by the Governor. 

In July the wireless telegraph installation at Colombo was completed and 
opened for the use of the public. 

The All-Ceylon Exhibition, the first of its kind on so large a scale, was held 
under the auspices of the Agricultural Society in the Victoria Park, Colombo, 
during the first week in July. 

Ceylon was officially represented at the New York Rubber Exhibition held in 
September-October. 

In December the Regular Troops and Volunteer Corps were inspected by 
General Sir Ian Hamilton, Inspector-General of the Oversea Forces. 

The first successful aeroplane flights seen in Ceylon were given by two French 
aviators in Colombo in the same month. 

Amongst distinguished visitors to the Island in the course of the year were 
His Serene Highness Prince Alexander and Her Royal Highness Princess 
Alexander of Teck, His Imperial Highness the Grand Duke Boris of Russia, His 
Royal Highness Prince Waldemar of Denmark, Their Royal Highnesses the 
Crown Prince and Princess of Sweden, and the Right Honourable Sir J. West 
Ridgeway, Governor of the Island from 1896 to 1903. . 








(B) Pusiic SERVICE. 


The premature retirement of the Governor, His Excellency Sir Henry 
McCallum, G.C.M.G., is recorded with regret. After a serious indisposition in 
July His Excellency was again taken ill in December, and acting on medical 
advice was compelled to return to England shortly after the close of the year. 


Sir Hugh Clifford, K.C.M.G., Colonial Secretary, left the Island in September 
on his promotion to the office of Governor of the Gold Coast. 

Mr. L. W. Booth, Ceylon Civil Service, acted as Colonial Secretary on the 
departure of Sir Hugh Clifford, pending the arrival of Mr. R. E. Stubbs in 
January, 1913. 

In February His Excellency Sir A. E. Bethell, K.C.M.G., was appointed to 
succeed His Excellency Sir E. J. W. Slade, K.C.I-E., K.C.V.0., as Naval 
Commander-in-Chief, East Indies Station. 

Mr, J. P. Middleton and Mr. Joseph Grenier, Puisne Justices of the Supreme 
Court, retired during the year, being succeeded by Mr. J. C. W. Pereira, K.C., 
and Mr. G. F. M. Ennis, lately Judge of the High Court of Uganda. 

Mr. Justice Middleton received the honour of knighthood in June. 

Other retirements from the Public Service during the year included those of 
Messrs. H. C. P. Bell, C. M. Lushington, C. D. Vigors, K. Macleod, G. M. Cook- 
son, and L. 8. Woolf of the Civil Service ; Dr. J. C. Willis, Director of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens; Dr. J. B. Spence, Medical Superintendent of the 
Lunatic Asylum ; Lieut.-Colonel F. E. G. Skey, Commanding Royal Engineer ; 
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Dr. R. H. Lock, Assistant Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens; Mr. W. 
Dunuwille, Police Magistrate, Matale ; Mr. P. de Saram, Itinerating Police 
Magistrate, Western Province ; Mr. R. E. Tickell, Resident Engineer, Colombo 
Drainage Works ; and Mr. H. O. Barnard, Assistant Surveyor-General. 

The deaths of the following members of the Public Service are recorded 
with regret :—Mr. J. B. Dutton of the Civil Service and Mr. E. L. Mitford, who 
retired from the office of Government Agent of the North-Western Province 
at the age of 56 in the year 1866. 


(c) Tue Exoctsz Commission. 


The Excise Ordinance, No. 8 of 1912, was passed by the Legislative Council 
on May 31, 1912. It was not, however, brought into force till January 
1, 1913. 

The Ordinance prepared the way for radical changes tending towards the 
introduction into Ceylon of an excise system based on the lines which have been 
successfully followed in Madras, but adapted to the conditions of Ceylon. 
It provides machinery for bringing under Government control all operations 
connected with the production and distribution in Ceylon of all alcoholic liquors 
and of certain intoxicating drugs, including cocaine, bhang, and ganja, and all 
forms thereof. 

Changes in the old renting system were introduced step by step, the first 
being the separation of the arrack and toddy rents. The same renters had 
prior to July, 1912, purchased the right to sell toddy together with the right 
to sell arrack ; but as from July, 1912, the right to retail toddy was sold at 
auction independently, in the great majority of cases for areas of a few square 
miles only, the number of taverns being strictly limited. The villages in which 
toddy taverns should be established were selected with a view to supplying 
those districts in which a demand for toddy existed and putting down illicit 
sale. It was found possible to exclude from the toddy rent sales the whole of 
the North-Central Province, the largest of the nine Provinces of the Island, 
Meanwhile the arrack rents were sold for the same areas as during the immedi- 
ately preceding years. 

Work was continued on the Government experimental distillery, and 
regulations were framed introducing changes in the licensing and conduct of 
premises authorized to sell imported liquor. These regulations, however, were 
not put into operation until July 1, 1913. 

During the year an Excise Department was formed, and its officers put 
through a course of training and allotted definite spheres of operations in the 
field. 


(D) ImmicRaTIon aND EmicRaTion. 


The term “‘ immigration ” in Ceylon is commonly used with reference to the 
immigration of native labour from the South of India for the tea and rubber 
plantations. There is no opening in Ceylon, as in the self-governing Colonies, 
for the immigration of white labour. 

The number of immigrant labourers who arrived in Ceylon in 1912 was 
117,475, as against 97,536 in 1911 and an average during the previous six 
years of about 78,000. The arrivals are, however, largely counterbalanced by 
the departures, which in the official returns are given at 77,840 for 1912. 

Apart from coolies returning to their homes, the main stream of emigration 
from Ceylon is rather to the Straits Settlements and the Malay States than 
to India, and the number of Ceylonese, especially from the North of the 
Island, who of late years have sought a living in the countries named is 
considerable. 
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(z) Opzyines ror INVESTMENT OF CAPITAL. 


The cultivation of tea, rubber, and coconuts continues to offer the chief 
openings for the investment of capital. Coconuts in particular are now attract- 
ing European capital, and, should it once be established that they can be 
successfully grown under irrigation, there is the prospect of considerable 
extension of this industry in the North-Western Province, and even in the drier 
districts of the North-Central Province. 

The-plumbago mining and gemming industries, as well as the cultivation of 
tobacco, are almost exclusively in native hands. The market for the tobacco 
now produced being limited, there is little, if any, room for the extension of its 
cultivation on present lines. But it is believed that, with more up-to-date 
methods of cultivation and curing, this crop can be grown with profit for the 
European market. Similarly, in the drier districts the cultivation of cotton 
offers possibilities as yet undeveloped. 


A. N. GALBRAITH, 
January, 1914. Second Assistant Colonial Secretary. 








H. GC. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 





ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &c. Year. 
764 Falkland Islands’. ne a 1912 
165 Northern Territories ‘of the Gold Coast |. ne 7s 
7166 Bahamas ee ind os 
167 Gambia ot 
768 Fiji rt pe eae lek PY Y 
7169 Basutoland . bie Sis se ie +» 1912-1913 
770 Gold Coast .. ie =f ey Sy Ls 1912 
Ti Ashanti ay or AS aS ae eS is 
7172 Nyasaland .. ae oH -» 1912-1913 
173 Bechuanaland Protectorate a oe a8 ” 
174 British Solomon Islands .. it ae ot 3 
115 Colonial Survey Committee Be oie Er 
776 Tongan Islands Protectorate as a ++ 1911-1913 
1717 Swaziland .. BY Sts fon ee «+ 1912-1913 
71718 Imperial Institute .. oe as ile ie 1912 
779 Barbados... a ae oe ase ae 1912-1913 


780 British Guiana ve oe ” 
781 Entomological Research Committee 


782 Southern Nigeria .. a a ae oy 1912 
783 Jamaica a og es oy 3 -. 1912-1913 
784 British Honduras .. oh nee is ne 1912 
7185 Northern Nigorin ee ou ae on * 
786 Malta : site oa av “ist ate 1912-1913 
787 Uganda ‘ a ve 28 te re an 
788 Mauritius .. us sf oe ae 1912 
789 Straits Settlements . Se Ps ae me ” 
790 Trinidad and Tobago Bh se ave -. 1912-1913 
791 East Africa Protectorate a ee 2 35 
792 Grenada ~ an 2 ate oe oo 1912 
793 Leeward Islands |. ee ots A .. 1912-1913 
194 St. Lucia kee en ay att ee ay iS 
795 St. Vincent .. ee a or oe a ” 
7196 Bermuda... af aes ne hie oa 1912 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. . Colony, &c. Subject. 
718 Weihaiwei_ .. Sf oe .. Census, 1911. 
79 Northern Nigeria .. is .. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 
80 Nyasaland .. aR Ee .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
81 Southern Nigeria .. 24 .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
82 Imperial Institute .. on .. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
83 Southern Nigeria .. on .. Mineral Survey, 1910. 
84 West Indies ae oo .. Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 
85 Southern Nigeria .. a .. Mineral Survey, 1911. . 
86 Southern Nigeria .. oS, .. Mineral Survey, 1912. 
87 Ceylon ae ne be .. Mineral Survey. 
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THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY oF STATE. 


Gibraltar, 
16th May, 1914. 


Sir, 
I have the honour to forward the Blue Book of Gibraltar 


for the year 1913, accompanied by a report by the Acting Colonial 
Secretary on the contents thereof. 


T have, &c., 
H. G. Migs, 


Lieutenant-General, Governor. 


The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &., &e., 


(C42) Wt.36076/850—1,1.4. 1125 & 90. 6.14. B.&F. Ltd. G.11/2. a2 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR THE YEAR 1913. 


FINANCIAL. 


The year began with a balance of 


The revenue was 


The expenditure 


And the balance at the end of the year 


£ 


214,638 
104,634 


319,272 
82,077 


£237,195 


The Revenue of each of the last five years wnder the different 
heads of receipts compares as follows :— 




















Heads of Revenue. 1909. | 1910. | 1911. 1912. 1913. 
£ & £ £ £ 
Customs 36,363 | 29,512 | 41,610 | 46,983 | 46,625 
Port Dues and Wharfages 6,964 7,014 7,352 
Licences and Internal Revenue 3,787 3,903 4,145 
Fees and Reimbursements in Ai 10,955 | 12,607 | 13,524 
Post Office .. on Sa 12,227 | 14,226 | 14,614 | 16,952 | 13,649 
Rents of Crown Property .. 9,903 | 10,636 | 10,371 | 10,546 | 10,660 
Interest on Investments .. 5,258 | 5,333 | 6,194 6,997 | 8,164 
Miscellaneous 144 172 78 736 | 515 
85,541 | 80,929 | 94,573 | 105,738 | 104,634 
Land Sales .. 
Total Revenue £ 85,541 | 80,929 | 94,573 | 105,738 | 104,634 

















The revenue was £1,104 less than in 1912. 
£3,303 in the Post Office receipts as compared with the year 1912 is 
accounted for by the abnormal sale in 1912 of the first issue of 


Georgian stamps. 


The decrease of 


The expenditure, details of which are given below, was £82,077, or 
£22,557 less than the revenue of the year, and £464 more than the 
expenditure of 1912. The increase under “Other Charges” is 
principally due to the purchase of a new Boarding Launch for the 


Port Department. 


Library 
University of Minnesota 
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Hedds of Expenditure. 1909. | 1910. | 1911. | 1912. | 1913. 
ek £0 Tf £ £ 
Establishments :— 
(a) Personal Emoluments .» | 38,189 | 37,923 | 37,898 | 38,446 | 38,317 
(0) Other Charges .. oe «+ | 12,752 | 17,983 | 16,111 | 17,605 | 19,967 
Pensions ‘ Re +. | 2,501 | 2,560 | 2,913) 3,077} 3,355 
Ecclesiastical Grants | a8 -- | 1,000} 1,000} 1,000] 1,000; 1,000 
Public Works Recurrent a .» | 3,234) 3,626 | 3,592] 3,806] 3,750 
Crown Ante a re oe 35 34 33 = i 
Miscellaneous . ae se «+ | 2,955 | 3,049 | 3,812} 4,530 | 4,967 
Total Recurrent ++ | 60,666 | 66,175 | 65,359 | 68,464 | 71,356 
Extraordinary :— 
(a) Commercial Mole o +. 2,419 —_ 564 31) 4,915 
(6) Other Works .. . «+ | 19,228 | 10,235 | 7,467 7,345) 5,806 
| 82,313] 76,410 | 73,390 | 75,840 | 82,077 
Land Purchase os oe oa _ — _ 5,773 _— 
Da | 
£| 82,313 | 76,410 | 73,390 | 81,613 | 82,077 




















ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


There is no Public Debt. The assets amounted to £242,285, the 
liabilities to £5,090. The excess of assets was £237,195. 








ASSETS. 
£ 
Cash in Treasury a i re «» 45,005 
Advances ws 1,028 
Balance of Sanitary Commissioners’ Loan |. 1,466 
Invested Funds Se ae ar .. 194,786 
Total £242,285 
LiaBILiriEs. 
£ 
Deposits ae ee ee aa 5,090 
Excess of Assets in me eee .. 237,195 





Total £242,285 





The Supreme Court funds in the custody of the Treasurer on the 
31st December amounted to £3,137 18s. Od., and Ptas. 34,285.68. 
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Pustic Boarps. 


The only public board is that known as “ The Sanitary Commis- 
sioners,” their powers and duties being defined by “‘ The Public Health 
Ordinance, Gibraltar, 1907.” 


The income and expenditure of the Board for the year 1913 were 
as follows :— 


= 
Total revenue .. “ty 63,820 
Total expenditure on Revenue Account on 58,576 
The receipts and expenditure on Capital Account were :— 
Receipts. Stock issued is 14,700 
Premium on Stock .. 346 15,046 
Expenditure ia at = 34,641 
Less credits .. hs 181—— 34,460 


The borrowing powers of the Sanitary Commissioners are limited to 
twice the amount of the rateable value of the premises in Gibraltar, 
which, as ascertained by the revised tenement valuation on 1st October, 
1913, is £213,550. The extent of the Commissioners’ borrowing 
powers is therefore £427,100. 

£221,098 has been raised up to the end of 1913, leaving a balance 
of £206,002 available to meet expenditure on services for which capital 
would have to be raised. 

Particulars are given in the following statement :— 


£ 
Debt on the 31st Dec., 1912. Pts. 1,508,000 159,843 
Stock issued in 1913 Be Nil. 14,700 








Pts. 1,508,000 174,543 
Amount repaidin1913 .. «8 100,500 5,575 








Pts. 1,407,500 £168,968 








The General Sanitary Purposes Rate for 1913 was fixed at 2s. 6d. 
in the £ and produced £25,233. By the sale of water the Commissioners 
realized £17,717. The Electric Light Works gave a profit of £2,320. 
The charge for current is 64d. per unit for lighting purposes and 3d. 
per unit for power. 


TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The imports and exports for the last five years of articles in 
respect of which duty is payable are shown im the following table. 

There is no export duty. Wine pays an import duty of 4d. a gallon 
or 1s. a dozen ordinary wine bottles ; spirits 4s. a gallon; malt liquors 
4d. a gallon; and tobacco 2d. a lb. 
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Imports. Exports. 
1 i 
Year. Wine. | Spirits. paleiann Tobacco.} Wine. | Spirits. | Tobacco. 
| 
Gals a Gals. Gals, Lbs. Gals. Gals. Lbs. 


1909 .. need 64,282 | 639,934 |3,674,041] 16,232 | 34,144 | 1,494,097 


1910 .. | 119,511 | 64,157 651,582 |2,837,629! 16,262 | 34,622 | 1,119,767 
1911 .. 93,571 | 70,212 | 666,243 |4,064,557) 13,098 | 40,107 | 1,739,547 
1912 .. | 174,006 | 64,436 | 627,753 |5,962,714) 54,229 | 32,284 | 1,264,731 

33,104 | 1,201,479 





1913... 98,460 | 62,735 621,261 |4,204,420} 28,068 








In the coaling trade there was an appreciable increase, as shown 
by the following figures :— 


Year. Steamers, Tons. 

1909 ok 1,103 ot 147,980 
1910 as 1,424 oc 170,942 
1911 a 1,830 ee 231,255 
1912 Se 2,010 a 239,051 


1913 ae 2,184 eh 288,725 


The number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in each of 
the last two years are shown hereunder :— 


Sram VESSELS. 











Entered. Cleared. 
Nationality. 1912. 1913. 1912. 1913. 
Ves. | Ves Ves- Ves- 
sels.| FOS: | selg.| TOPS: | sels,| TOMS: | gels, | Tons. 





| 
Great Britain  . ./1,648/3,688,564)1,671)3,706,062]1,713/3,622,076)1,693| 3,692,229 


Spain .. — ..| ‘6451 301.378) 800] 343,430] 564| '227,979| '524| ‘215,679 
Germany :.| 249] 802,617 267) 776,626] 252) 814,398) 259| 777,971 
Norway... ..| 210| 156,005] 254) 200,246] 219| 161,858| 254/ 204,592 
Sweden |. .| 63) 51,148, 92! 57,427] 65] 50,187 92, 57,312 
France |. ..| 157| 214,851| 229) 248,773) 156] 214,058) 229) 250,945 
Denmark :.| 146] 90,329} 74! 123,497) 149) 104,112] 160, 122,041 
Italy .. ..| 132 200,277) 153| 262,464! 139] 214,507) 150| 265,773 
Holland /: :./ 134! 261,400) 125] 252,371] 135) 260,327| 122| 249,481 
Greece .. :.| 62 111,414] 84] 153,432] 62] 108,061] 79) 144,614 
Austria .. .1] 76, 95,330, 82} 106,550) 76 101,228, 81] 104,271 
Belgium ‘:} 10, 10,688, 68,152] 12] 9,677, 68,152 
Russia .. —..| 39] 34,390 29] 22,618 38 33,636 32, 29,389 


Other Countries. . 7 2,111, 16 16,96! 5| 1,844, 11 12,775 


| 
Total Steam 
Vessels . 3,578 6,020,502 3,882;6,278,61 3,585 15,923,948/3,692' 6,135,224 
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Sarttnc VESSELS. 


























Entered. Cleared. 
Nationality. 1912. 1913. 1912. | 1913. 
7 
Ves. Ves. Ves-{ Ves- 
eels Tons. | celg.| TODS: | els. Tons. | sels, Tons. 
Great Britain ..| 90) 12,831) 105) 9,872) 104 9,085, 94, 8,712 
Spain... ++| 252! 7,193) 289) 11,108] 110} 4,922| 178) 7,944 
Portugal .. «| 40) 2,101) 45) 2,872) 7 925) 15) 1,018 
Denmark «| 10 1,328) 15 2,081 9 607} 15 2,239 
Norway .. ey epee | 1,354, 13) 4,714] 9 1,102} 12 1,352 
Russia .. .. 3) 1,084 2 736] 2) 685) — _ 
Italy ve «| 10) 3,607; 17 2,851 5 873) 12 1,985 
Holland .. ae 18) 3,453) 3 458) 2) 240) 4 671 
France .. Ae 6 685) 8 1,16: 5) 773 8 1,293 
Germany oe ui 99) 4 79) 1 99 2 374 
Other Countries. . 3 1,228) — _ 1 278) — _ 
Total Sailing 
Vessels ..| 444] 34,963) 501) 36,651] 255| 19,589) 3 25,588 
Grand Total .. 4,022 6,055,465 4,383 6,315,267|3,840'5,943,537|4,032| 6,160,812 




















LEGISLATION. 


Twelve Ordinances were passed during the year. 





EDUCATION. 


The School year is from 1st April to the 31st March. 


A return of the number of scholars on the rolls and in average 
attendance in the state-aided elementary schools is shown below :— 











Roman A Indus- 
Catholic. Hebrew. | Public. trial. Total. 
1912 :— 
OnRolls .. ae «| 1954 220 317 165 2656 
Average attendance «-{ 1572 121 257 109 2059 
1913 :— 
OnRolls .. on «| 1991 268 314 154 2727 
Average attendance -.| 1652 162 244 98 2156 
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GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Hospirat. 


_ In the Colonial Hospital the daily average number under treatment 
in the wards was 45 (35 males and 10 females). The total number 
treated, including those remaining in the hospital at the end of 1912 
(49), was 658 (509 males and 149 females). The number remaining 
at the end of the year was 58 (45 males and 13 females). There were 
49 deaths (37 males, 12 females). 


Of the 283 patients who underwent surgical operations, 5 subse- 
quently died, or 1:76 per cent. of those operated on. 


The out-patients numbered 6,764 as compared with 6,261 in 1912. 


The small-pox branch of the hospital received 13 patients (11 males, 
2 females) for treatment in 1913; 2 male patients died. 


The whole institution was maintained at a cost of £6,230, exclusive 
of expenditure on painting, repairs, alterations, &c. 


The net cost per bed was £117 5s. 7d. or 6s. 5d. a day. 


In the tuberculosis dispensary, under the management of the Sanitary 
Commissioners, and to which the Colonial Government contributed 
a sum of £600, an average of 80 patients weekly were inspected and 
treated during the year. 


Lunatic Asylum. 


Nine patients (5 males and 4 females) were admitted. The daily 
average number of inmates was 33 (22 males and 11 females). Three 
died and eleven were discharged cured or relieved. 


The total cost of the Asylum, omitting repairs, &c., to buildings, 
was £1,839. 


The average cost per patient was £55 15s. 3d. 


Savines Bank. 


There were 4,552 depositors at the close of the year, with a total to 
their credit of £142,320, and Pesetas 356,309. The deposits received 
during the year amounted to £48,190 and the amount withdrawn to 
£46,542, and Pesetas 68,380. 


The net profit on the working of the Savings Bank amounted to 
£2,493. 


JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


There were 117 persons received into the prison in 1913. The daily 
average in prison was 17. The cost of the prison maintenance was 
£1,202, exclusive of repairs, &c. No deaths occurred in the prison ; 
no corporal punishment was inflicted for prison offences. 
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In the 1,168 cases brought before the Police Magistrate, there were 
1,013 summary convictions, or 119 less than in 1912. 202 persons 
were discharged with a caution, or 11 less than in 1912. 90 persons 
were discharged for want of prosecution, or five more than in 1912. 
49 cases were discharged on the merits, or 32 less than in 1912. 


Of the 1,013 summary convictions (including the cases of persons 
discharged with a caution) :— 


20 were for offences against the person. 
3 for malicious injury to property. 
39 for offences against property. 
951 for other offences. 


Of the 1,168 persons dealt with by the Police Magistrate :— 


474 were aliens. 
90 were Maltese. 

541 were natives of Gibraltar. 
63 were other British subjects. 


Fourteen persons were committed in 15 cases for trial from the 
Police Magistrate’s Court, and seven cases against three persons who 
had been committed in 1912 were heard. 


Of the 22 cases tried two fell through for want of prosecution. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


The civil population in the city and harbour as ascertained at the 
census made in 1911, and as estimated in 1913, is shown below. 











Census 1911. Estimated, 1913 
British subjects other than Maltese ..| 7,948 8,811 7,670 8,225 
Maltese 8 on ot or 266 110 117 75 
Aliens on permit BA a --| 1,014 1,437 1,136 1,165 











9,228 10,358 8,983 9,465 
19,586 18,448 
showing an estimated decrease of 1,138. 





Birtus, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS. 


Births :— 1912. 1913. 
Civil .. As 38 Ee we 401 390 
Navaland Military .. 8 i 07 103 


508 493 
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Marriages :— 
Civil... oe ate ee .. 142 118 
Naval and Military .. RA «= 82 43 
174 161 
Floating $3 ne BS HS 10 
174 171 
Deaths :— 
Civil... ae ae ae e290 264 
Naval and Military .. ay oy 18 25 
Floating an ide a *s 39 42 
348 331 


The Medical Officer of Health gives the general or crude death rate 
per 1,000 persons living in 1913 at 14-58, as compared with 15-47 in 
1912 and 16 in 1911. 


The temperature and rainfall are given in the following returns :— 


Arr TEMPERATURE. 


Month. 1912. 1913. 
January ee et be .. 552 54:5 
February is - ei .. 574 53°6 
March... ae a ~ .. 584 55-3 
April 35 wy - os 2. 594 STL 
May oe ey se . vx BG 61:3 
June a oF ae es .. 689 63-9 
July a Pe is re vx “F065 69-0 
August .. 25: oe ne wa OLE 69°3 
September Pe Gx ce ov OFT 64-1 
October .. eed Be ae .. 644 63:1 
November ar at *. .. 589 588 
December a ys ws .. 557 54:2 

Mean Maximum we 109 70:2 
Mean Minimum .. .. 568 57-2 
Mean forthe year .. 2 BE 60°4 
1912. 1913. 

On 13 August. On 24 July. 
Absolute maximum .. 91-0 93-0 


On 15 Nov. On 31 Dec. 
Absolute Minimum .. 42-2 42:2 
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RaInFALL. 

1912 1913 

Month. Tn. In. 
January ie vs oS . 824 268 
February Be be a .» 1210 4:47 
March .. He fe a ate, “ADE 3:29 
April... ms 2 e . 131 2:07 
May... bs oe 3 te 21 101 

June... we 2 eee se ‘17 _ 
July... = ie ie ue _ ‘01 
August .. 8b es He Ss _ ‘08 
September rs a oO .» 2°59 2-16 
October .. ee ae a Be 62 3:12 
November me bs 2 52 1:39 
December - es ap 2. 294 5°83 
29-96 26°11 


The greatest rainfall in twenty-four hours was 2°62 inches on the 
23rd of December. 


POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


The number of articles which passed through the post, exclusive 
of money orders, postal orders, and parcels, was 3,626,366, or 298,209 
more than in 1912. There was an increase of 353,366 in the number of 
letters and post cards and of 11,596 in the number of book packets, 
samples, &c. The registered letters show an increase of 1,046. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Lieut.-General Sir H. S. G. Miles, G.C.B., C.V.O., assumed the 
administration of the government as Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief, on the retirement of General Sir Archibald Hunter, on the 19th 
of August. 


The financial condition of Gibraltar continues to be satisfactory. 
The revenue was well maintained and the year ended with a surplus 
of £22,557 and an asset balance of £237,195. 


The steady improvement in the coaling trade of the Port was well 
sustained during 1913, when the steamers actually coaling numbered 
2,184, and the quantity of coal taken amounted to 288,725 tons, the 
largest export since 1900. 


The extension works at Waterport, which are to provide increased 
wharfage and storage accommodation for the general trade of the Port, 
as well as improved facilities for the landing and embarking of passen- 
gers, are proceeding rapidly. The new road outside the walls of the 
Garrison is partly constructed. 
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TheCatalan Bay Road, on the eastern side of the Rock, is being 

extended by the Sanitary Commissioners as far as Sandy Bay, and 

when finished will provide an agreeable and healthful addition to the 
necessarily restricted promenades of Gibraltar. 


Increased facilities for communication with Spain have been afforded 
by the extension of the hours of closing the land gates from sunset to 
9 o’clock p.m. in winter and 10 o’clock p.m. in summer, and the open- 
ing to traffic of a new road across the neutral ground between La Linea 
and Gibraltar, over which an improved motor omnibus service is 
running. The extension of this road from La Linea to Campamento 
is under construction. 


A. C. GREENWOOD, 


Acting Colonial Secretary. 
14th May, 1914. 





COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 











ANNUAL 
No. Colony, &c. Year. 
765 Northern Territories of the ao fons of a 1912 
166 Bahamas... on ore oe 
167 Gambia te ee es AS aa a i 
768 Fiji oe . o oe o ” 
769 Basutoland . o ae ae a ae 1912-1913 
770 Gold Coast .. is te Me = of 1912 
771 Ashanti 3 a oes ae ae we AY 
772. Nyasaland .. ac on ae 1912-1913 
173 Bechuanaland Protectorate. Be at Bc Es 
174 British Solomon Islands .. Fr Bat tis we 
116 Colonial Survey Committee a oe ae » 
776 Tongan Islands Erovectorate ae af +. 1911-1913 
111 Swaziland .. 2 Se oe -» 1912-1913 
7178 Imperial Institute .. re he aS ss 1912 
179 Barbados... ae ee aD ae Be 1912-1913 
780 British Guiana re ‘ae nf 0 
781 Entomological Research Committee ti ne re 
7182 Southern Nigeria .. a nD oes ‘sls 1912 
183 Jamaica oe : wie ne ee =e 1912-1913 
7184 British Honduras 1912 
185 Northern Nigeria fe 
7186 Malta oe 1912-1913 
787 Uganda an ac ie oe os ” 
788 Mauritius .. a Pe Si a 1912 
789 Straits Settlements . ae ar ae oo ” 
790 Trinidad and Tobago De ey <a «. 1912-1913 
791 East Africa Protectorate .. oe oe ai ” 
192 Grenada 2, : os as oY ES 1912 
193 Leeward Islands .. ae ah as -» 1912-1913 
7194 St.Lucia... oe oe We se ae ” 
795 St. Vincent .. Se a eis = Oe i" 
796 Bermuda... oi nce me x ae 1912 
7197 Ceylon a . ne oe a oe » 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &o. Subject. 

78 Weihaiwei .. rey an .. Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria .. aN .. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 

1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland .. Ay as .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria .. oh .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute .. a .. . Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria .. re .. Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies ee ae .. Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 

85 Southern Nigeria .. Ys .. Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southern Nigeria .. os .. Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon fs ee vs .. Mineral Survey. 

(C42) 
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Tue GOVERNOR To THE SECRETARY oF STATE. 
The Castle, 
St. Helena, 
llth May, 1914. 
Sr, 


I wave the honour to transmit herewith the Colony’s Blue 
Book for the year 1913, together with my Report thereon. 


T have, &c. 
H. E. 8. Corpgaux, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 


The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1913. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 
(A.) REVENUE. 


The revenue for the year under review, excluding a grant-in-aid 
from the Imperial Exchequer of £2,000, amounted to £9,411 3s. 5d., 
being £1,369 more than the revenue of the previous year, and £1,450 
in excess of the estimated revenue. It is satisfactory to be able to 
record that the revenue collected during the past year is the highest 
reached since 1905, being the year preceding the withdrawal of the 
garrison from the Colony. 


The principal increases were under Customs and Post Office. 
Receipts under the former head amounted to £4,111, or £353 more 
than in 1912. This was largely due to a gradual revival of trade, as 
indicated by the fact that the declared value of imports was more 
by £1,645 than in 1912, thus giving alarger revenue under wharfage 
dues and duty on spirits. Under Post Office there was increase of 
£841 as compared with 1912, the total revenue for the year amounting 
to £2,792 6s. 9d., towards which the sale of the new issue of postage 
stamps alone contributed a sum of £2,525. 


There were no changes in taxation during the year under review. 


(B.) EXPENDITURE. 


The year’s expenditure amounted to £10,632 13s. 4d., being an 
increase of £1,184 over that of the previous year, and £39 in excess 
of the estimated expenditure. 


The principal increase occurred under the head Public Works 
Extraordinary, a sum of £734 representing the cost of sending out 
an engineer to inspect and report on the condition of the Jamestown 
Wharf, together with the cost of certain material for effecting prelimi- 
nary repairs. Other increases of expenditure occur under the following 
heads :— 


Customs £357. Due to the refund of wharfage on coal supplied 
to His Majesty’s ships. 


Medical £148. The cost of provisions and of living generally was 
higher during the year, and a number of patients remained in hospital 
for longer periods. 





Post Office £147. Due to the cost of printing new sets of postage 
stamps. 
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(C.) Assets anD LiaBILITIES. 


On the 3lst December, 1913, the Colony’s assets exceeded its 
liabilities by £1,342 0s. 7d., an improvement of £569 3s. 2d. on the 
previous year’s figures. 

The assets include a sum of £7,100 representing expenditure in- 
curred by the Colony in connection with the wreck of the s.s. 
“Papanui.” Negotiations for the payment of this long standing 
debt together with the interest are still proceeding. 

Liabilities include a sum of £11,826 1s. 9d. due to depositors in the 


Savings Bank, and an overdraft with the Crown Agents of the Colonies 
amounting to £10,000. 


The Colony’s investments on the 31st of December, 1913, amounted 
to £13,235 13s. 1d., with a market value on the same date of £11,173 
9s. 11d. 


(D.) Currency. 


The cash circulation at the end of the year under review is estimated 
at £6,000. 


Bills on the Crown Agents to the amount of £3,512 were issued 
during the year, as compared with £2,100 in 1912. 


Specie to the amount of £500 was imported and £720 exported, 
showing an excess of £220 on the export side. 


Remittances by money and postal orders amounted to £6,022, as 
compared with £5,330 in 1912. 


II—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
(A.) TRADE. 


REVENUE. 


The Customs revenue for the year under review amounted to 
£4,110 16s. 3d., being an increase of £353 1s. 2d. as compared with 
the previous year, and the highest figure reached since the with- 
drawal of the garrison in 1906. 


With the exception of a slight decrease under the head Permits, 
substantial increases occurred under all heads, as follows :— 


Bead. 
(a) Wharfage Ma 6 oe » 166°7 1 
(6) Import duties roaee a - 1400 6 4 
(c) Tonnage dues .. Mer 33 ee 3411 6 
(d) Warehouse rent a ss me 113 3 
(ec) Water .. a4 ne os ae 1114 0 


The first four increases are due to the impetus given to trade by 
the gradual extension of the local flax industry. The additional 
(C43) a2 
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employment thereby given and the consequent increase in the cash 
circulation enabled the labouring classes to spend more freely in the 
purchase of provisions and other necessaries, and also to indulge 
in such luxuries as tobacco and liquor. 


The increase under water is due to the large number of ships-of-war, 
both British and foreign, which visited the Island. 


EXPENDITURE. 


The expenditure in 1913 amounted to £903 13s. 1ld., being £356 
16s. 11d. in excess of 1912. The refund of wharfage on coal supplied 
to His Majesty’s Navy during the year was £458, as against £215 
in 1912. In addition a refund of duty on beer supplied to the Royal 
Naval establishment, amounting to £21, was made. 


Imports. 


The total value of imports in 1913 amounted to £43,394, which, 
if the value of specie is excluded, shows an increase of £1,145 on the 
previous year. 


An increase of £268 under Dutiable Articles, which more than 
balances the previous year’s decrease of £219, may be attributed to the 
larger number of visits by ships-of-war, and also to the greater pur- 
chasing power of the labouring classes. To the latter fact must also 
be attributed a net increase of £808 under Provisions, particularly 
rice, flour, and oilmen’s stores. Under Miscellaneous a net increase 
of £422 is principally under coal, hardware, and machinery—the 
latter being due to the importation of an engine and plant for a private 
flax mill erected during the year. 


Exports. 


The total value of exports during 1913 amounted to £7,568, or, 
excluding specie, an increase of £2,248 over the figures of the preceding 
year. 


The principal exports, as compared with 1912, were :— 


1912. 1913. Increase. Decrease. 


s. £ i: £. 
FibreandTow .. .. 3,393 5,372 1,979 — 
Hides and Skins .. a4 99 321 222 — 
Metal, old af a 92 130 38 _— 
Sheep, Oxen, and Calves. . 502 478 — 24 
Wool oe ee a 162 357 195 _ 
Specie ee gy .. 1,550 720 — 830 


The most noticable increase is under Fibre and Tow, which to the 
value of £4,100 was exported by the Government Flax Mill, the 
remaining £1,272 representing the value of fibre and tow exported 
by Messrs. Solomon and Company’s new mill in the Sandy Bay District. 
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The following figures of imports and exports, exclusive of specie, 
since the withdrawal of the garrison in 1906 show the effect of the 
flax industry on the general trade of the Colony :— 


Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 


1907 34,364 —«1,787 
1908 35,716 4,585 Government Flax Mill working through- 
out the year. 
1909 =. 29,803 «5,192 Government Flax Mill working through- 
out the year. . 
1910 33,915 = 3,934 Government. Flax Mill working for 6 
months of year. 
1911 37,102 2,159 Government Flax Mill working for 2 
months of year. 
1912 41,749 4,600 Government Flax Mill working through- 
out the year. 
( Government Flax Mill working through- 
out the year. 
1913 42,804 6,848 | Private mill working for 5 months of 
year. 


(B.) AcricuttuRE, Stock, Forests aND GARDENS. 


The year under review may be regarded as very satisfactory from 
an agricultural point of view. Owing to good rainfall, root, grain and 
hay crops were all above the average. Pasture was plentiful and live 
stock did well. Potato crops varied. In the drier localities the yield 
was exceptionally good, both in quantity and quality, but in less 
favoured situations heavy losses had to be faced owing to blight and 
rot, the latter due to excessivé rain. “Many of the smaller cultivators 
lost practically the whole crop and were unable to save seed. There 
were the usual importations of seed,’ about seven tons having been 
obtained by the Colonial Government from Messrs. Sutton and Sons 
and sold at cost price to growers. A quantity of assorted vegetable 
seeds were also imported, most of which was issued free to the poorest 
growers and market gardeners. : 


A fair number of young trees were issued from the plantation 
nurseries during the year under review, though not so many as in 
the previous year owing to the ravages of grubs and other insect 
pests amongst the young seedlings. About 400 young trees were 
planted out upon Crown lands, and about 100 issued to the public. 
A large number of eucalyptus trees, however, were planted in one 
of the Government forests which is being gradually eaten up by 
white ants. It is hoped in time to replant the whole of this area with 
eucalyptus, which, besides being immune to the ravages of white ants, 
is a quick-growing tree providing excellent timber. 


The sale of fruit from the Maldivia garden amounted to £27 0s. 11}d., 
whilst the sale of trees from Government forests realised £59 6s. 8d. 
The figures for the previous year were £20 14s. 11}d., and £34 6s. Od. 
respectively. 
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The Government pasture lands known as Botley’s Lay produced a 
revenue of £80 5s. Od. as against an expenditure of £84 14s. 2d. 
(C.) Inpusrrizs. 


' Fibre-—The working of the Government mill during the year under 
review has been in every way satisfactory. No large profit has been 
made, but the mill has more than cleared working expenses. 


The following figures give the results of the year’s working :— 


Leaves milled a os ee .. tons 1,296 
Fibre produced bes i ae is » 128 
Tow produced = ac 6 39 
Receipts from sale of produce - i £4,143 
Expenditure 4a a ES se £4,006 


These figures constitute a record for the six years during which the 
mill has been running, both the quantity of leaf dealt with and the 
receipts from the sale of the finished product being greater than 
in any previous year. The favourable condition of the London 
market largely contributed towards this result, the prices for fibre 
and tow during the year averaging £28} and £14} per ton respectively. 
There was an unlimited supply of mature leaves ready for milling, 
and, in spite of a temporary breakdown in the middle of the year, 
the mill ran for 269 working days as compared with 249 in the previous 
year. 

On the other hand expenditure was somewhat high, the total of 
£4,006 being made up as follows :— 


Local charges. £ 
Purchase of leaves .. 1,764 
Cartage and local shipping charges ee 249 
Salaries and wages a 950 
Miscellaneous ey of a of 135 
— 3,098 
London charges. 
Freight... ae es ye ae 522 
Oil .. as ie a 22 ve 304 
Miscellaneous i ee a ae 82 
— ~~ 908 
£4,006 





As the price paid to growers for green leaves throughout the year 
was 5 per cent. on the current price of fibre on the London market, 
expenditure under this head naturally increases with high market 
prices. Similarly, the items Salaries and Shipping Charges and 
Freight show an increase in proportion to the increased output. The 
cost of oil, too, has risen and is likely to go still higher. Under 
Miscellaneous are included certain abnormally heavy charges for 
repairs to engine and buildings and purchase of spare parts, amounting 
to over £100. But for these non-recurring charges, the profit of £137 
on the year’s working would have been considerably larger. As it 
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is, however, the result of the Government mill’s work during the past 
year may be regarded as highly satisfactory. The main object is to 
keep the mill running continuously without a loss. Owing to the 
fluctuating value of fibre on the London market this cannot be ensured 
unless the mill can make sufficient profit in good years to form a reserve 
fund with which to tide over bad years when prices rule low. The 
profits made during the last two years have considerably strengthened 
the financial position of the mill, its surplus of assets over liabilities 
having increased by nearly £500 during that period, excluding a sum 
of £133 written off on account of depreciation of buildings, machinery, 
and plant. There is no doubt that a much larger profit could be made 
if a cheaper form of power were introduced, such as suction gas. This 
form of power is being employed with most satisfactory results at a 
new flax mill which was opened in July last by a private firm, Messrs. 
Solomon and Company. The amount of green leaf dealt with by this 
mill up to the end of the year was 589 tons, resulting in the output 
of 38 tons of fibre and 144 tons of tow. The establishment of this 
mill marks a most important advance in the development of the 
fibre industry, which may now be regarded as the staple industry of 
the Island. The amount of flax now under cultivation is calculated 
to be ample to ensure a continuous supply of leaves for the two mills. 
Further planting is being carried out every year, and before long there 
should be sufficient flax to justify the erection of a third mill. 


Lace-making.—The following figures give the transactions of the 
Government Lace School during the year under review :— 


REcEIets. 
fo Bu) as 
Work sold nes a .. 50210 4 
Colonial Government Grant - .. 120 0 0 
£622 10 4 
EXPENDITURE. —— 
£ sd. 
Salaries Ss r% ee re es, kB TT 8 
Pay of Workers ae fs a8 .. 84114 9 
Material ne a ie Me = 37 11 0 
Incidentals .. az hs a 38 13 0 


£573 15 9 


These figures show a satisfactory profit of £48 14s. 7d.-on the year’s 
working, to which must be added the value of goods remaining unsold 
on the 31st December, 1913, amounting to £150. 


Although the Government Lace School cannot yct claim to be a 
self-supporting institution, steady progress has been made in extending 
and popularising the industry—and the benefits, both material and. 
moral, which it confers on the female population of the Island cannot 
well be over-estimated. The results of the first year’s working at the 
new style of lace and embroideries are most satisfactory, thanks to 
the untiring energies of the local Manageress, Miss Girdwood, and to 
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the practical interest and assistance given to the School’s work by the 
St. Helena Lace Committee, which was recently formed by the League 
of Empire. The success of the firstsale of the new work, which was 
held in London at the end of last year, augurs well for the future. 


The Manageress, Miss Girdwood, reports as follows on the general 
progress made during the year :— 


“This year began with excellent prospects and has been one of rapid and 
most satisfactory progress. 

“Our development on the lines specially indicated by the Lady Ampthill 
has been gratifying in every detail of the School’s work. 


“The previous year had been chiefly occupied in marking time until these 
special lines could be considered and their outlet provided for by the bi-annual 
sales, which are now under the Presidency of Lady Ampthill and the Lace School 
Committee. 

“The first of these sales took place in November last, and proved in every 
way an entire success. This gave encouragement to proceed, and all workers 
are keenly interested and are putting out their best energies in the development. 
of the new style of work. This consists of old Italian designs in filet work, 
old Italian cutwork, and embroidery ornamented with old Florentine edgings 
and insertions—the articles turned out being sofa and chair backs, tea-cloths, 
sideboard and table runners, centre-pieces, sachets, &c. 


“The standard of work aimed at throughout the School being very high, 
no one is allowed to remain a worker who shews any tendency to slovenliness 
in work or person, and the strictest weeding out and sifting is necessarily kept up. 


“Tt is only in this way that the numbers can be kept below 200 and the high 
standard of excellence retained—thus the 165 names on the roll can be safely 
trusted to carry on the high class of work required for the School’s existence, 
for only so long as this is kept up will the outlet provided by the bi-annual 
sales in London be continued. 

“One very pleasing feature of the School’s progress is the eagerness of the 
younger generation to follow suit. Little ones of nine and ten years now easily 
accomplish much that the adult learner formerly found a labour. 


“Thousands of handkerchiefs have been hemstitched and sold during the 
year, and these are made entirely by children from seven to ten years of age. 
Several little girls of ten and eleven are trusted with dainty fine linen babies’ 
frocks to hemstitch, and these are returned beautifully clean and well done. 


“The entire work of the School is graded in difficulty from the tiny hand- 
kerchief to the bedspread, and children beginning young will, on leaving school, 
be fully qualified to do any part of the School’s embroidery. 

“The sifting applies chiefly to the younger children at handkerchiefs, and is 
absolutely necessary even from an economical point of view, for only those who 
have satisfactorily passed this stage of training are promoted to embroidery ; 
consequently little or no work is spoiled and every step is mastered before the 
next is attempted. 

“There are between 30 and 40 little handkerchief workers in regular employ 
doing good work, batches of half-a-dozen at a time being promoted and their 
places again taken by beginners. 


“To meet another need in the Lace School, netting taken up in the same way 
would be of infinite value, besides being an excellent training to the boys in 
developing daintiness and deftness of touch, together with the habits of industry 
and cleanliness which would benefit them through life; and possibly reduce 
the number of loafers after the school-going age. 

“There being so much less need now for Cluny lace, the best of these workers 
have been put upon netting instead. This they have eagerly learned and find 
to be much more interesting work. These keep the filet workers supplied, but 
the need for large quantities of netting is almost unlimited. 

** Another gratifying feature in the School’s work is the number of young 
married women who, instead of giving up on their marriage, continue to remain 
members of the School, and so occupy their time daily after household matters 
are disposed of. 

“This has a good effect on the community, and some of the young husbands 
are being induced also to occupy their spare hours taking up netting in the 
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evenings, all of which not only makes a welcome addition to the earnings of the 
household, but encourages steadiness and industry in both sexes. 


“ The School has much to be grateful for in the keen interest of His Excellency 
and Mrs. Cordeaux, who are unfailing in ready sympathy and help in every detail 
which may make for the welfare of the industry. 


“To Mrs. Ord Marshall also and her Council for unwearying and successful 
efforts to interest the public and to organise the series of sales which are now an 
accepted and regular outlet for the St. Helena work. 


“The year 1913 has been specially marked by two important steps which 
indicate the progress of the Lace School—a residential centre from which all 
branches of the School’s work can be attended to, and a grant from the Imperial 
Government for an Assistant Manageress. 


“This being a very important position to fill, and requiring great tact, firm- 
ness, and skill in managing the workers, in addition to general culture and 
professional knowledge—it may be some time before the right person is secured, 
and any other would be quite disastrous to the School’s interests.” 


(D.) Surprine. 


The number of vessels that called at the Island during the year 
under review was 60, which, though the same number as in 1912, gave 
an aggregate tonnage of 210,609 as against a tonnage of 157,707, or an 
increase of 52,902, principally due to a larger number of war vessels 
visiting the Island. These numbered thirteen, of which nine were 
British, one German, one French, one Japanese, and one Argentine. 
The three latter were training ships. The British vessels include 
the battle cruiser “‘ New Zealand,” of 18,800 tons, which is the largest 
and most modern class of fighting vessel that has touched at St. Helena. 
Rear-Admiral H. G..King-Hall visited the Colony during the year in 
H.MS. “‘ Hyacinth,” accompanied by the other two ships of the Cape 
Squadron. 


Six whalers put in for provisions and bunker coal and for the pur- 
pose of giving their crews liberty. 


The American surveying yacht “ Carnegie,” owned by the Carnegie 
Institute, put in here twice for the purpose of making observations 
on shore. 


In addition to the above, six vessels called off the port to post 
letters and obtain provisions through the medium of licensed traders. 


Thirty vessels entered and cleared at the port of Jamestown during 
the year. The cargo shipped and discharged by these vessels amounted 
to 7,383 tons, as compared with 7,008 in 1912. 


TII.—LEGISLATION. 


There were five Ordinances enacted during the year under review, 
two of which were in connection with public expenditure. 


Two Proclamations were issued, one regulating the season for killing 
game, and the other bringing into force the “ General Rules regulating 
the Practice and Procedure in Admiralty cases in the Supreme Court 
of St. Helena.” 
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IV.—EDUCATION. 


The number of children attending the schools during the year 
was :— 
Boys. Girls. Totals. 
Government Schools. .. 141 186 327 
Church Schools .. .. 202 156 358 


Satisfactory progress has been maintained in the development of 
the present educational system. That system is excellent as far as 
it goes, and in so far as it is intended to provide a good sound elementary 
education it leaves little to be desired. But some form of continuation 
school, supplemented by technical instruction, is sadly needed. Owing 
to lack of funds, however, it has not yet been possible to make a start 
in this direction. 


Mr. Tucker’s classes for pupil teachers were well attended both by 
the Government teachers (whose attendance is compulsory) and 
also by the Hussey Charity School teachers. Good progress was 
made both in the general subject of instruction as well as in theo- 
retical and practical teaching. 


Miss Girdwood, who continues to supervise the needlework classes 
of the various schools, reports a very marked improvement in the 
work of the year. All the teachers have made successful efforts to con- 
form to the syllabus of graded needlework, which Miss Girdwood has 
drawn up to suit the capacity of the various classes, and this it is 
hoped will permit of a uniform test in marking being adopted 
next year. As Miss Girdwood writes: “If worked steadily and 
unanimously along the right lines there is every possibility of the 
School’s needlework developing, as it should, into a little industry of 
its own.” 


The total expenditure under Education for the year under review 
was £671 2s. 5d., as compared with £632 1s. 11d. in 1912. 


There were 15 prosecutions under the Education Ordinance during 
the year, as compared with 18 the previous year. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
(A.) Hosprrats. 


There were 139 admissions during the year, of which 68 were to the 
male and 71 to the female ward. There were eight deaths, being a 
mortality of 5-7 per cent., the percentage the previous year having 
been 5°3 per cent. The nature of the cases treated bore a close resem- 
blance to former years and does not call for remark. There were no 
structural alterations effected during the year, but the need for a 
separate operating room was much felt on several occasions. 


Miss Barnes completed her three years’ engagement in September, 
and was replaced by Miss Sherlock. Both nurses were selected by 
the Colonial Nursing Association. 
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(B.) Savines Bank. 


On the 31st December there were 140 depositors on the books of 
the Savings Bank, as against 135 on the same date in the previous 
year. 


The total sum deposited during the year amounted to £4,239, or 
an increase of £2,359 as compared with 1913. Of this, however, 
£1,500 represents the value of an executory estate which had been 
previously deposited, and re-deposited individually by the several 
receivers—consequently the actual increase in deposits is £859. 


Withdrawals, including the sum of £1,500 above referred to, 
amounted to £4,975, thus exceeding deposits by £736, but much of 
this was for local investments, notably for cleaning and planting 
land with flax. 


The Bank’s transactions for the year showed an excess of £61 4s. 6d. 
in revenue over expenditure. 


The amount standing to the credit of depositors on the 31st Decem- 
ber, 1913, was £11,826 1s. 9d. Against this amount stock to the value 
(purchase price) of £13,235 13s. 1d. is invested. The market value 
of this stock was only £11,173 9s. 11d. on the date named. 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
(A.) CRIMINAL. 


Supreme Court.—Three prisoners were arraigned and convicted 
in this Court during the year, one being a Police Constable who for 
an assault on the Police Sergeant was sentenced to imprisonment 
with hard labour for one year. The other two were convicted of 
burglary from the premises of the Eastern Telegraph Company, and 
received sentence of two years’ and of eighteen months’ imprisonment 
with hard labour. 


Police Court.—In this Court 123 cases were dealt with, as against 
130 in the previous year. This number includes four prosecutions 
under the Road Tax Ordinance and 15 under the Education Ordinance. 


In addition to the above, 128 trivial cases were dealt with by the 
Police without having recourse to the Police Court. 


(B.) Prisons. 


The number of prisoners committed to the gaol during the year 
was 21—ten less than in the previous year. The daily average number 
in gaol was 3:7, being an increase of 1:03 over the preceding year, 
there being two additional long term prisoners in gaol. The cost of 
maintaining the gaoi was £116 4s. Od. 

The number of prisoners remaining in gaol on the 31st December, 
1913, was two. 


There were seven cases of flogging during the year, one being a con- 
viction under the Juvenile Smoking Ordinance, five for malicious 
mischief, and one for theft. 
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VII— VITAL STATISTICS. 
(A.) PopruLation. 


The estimated civil population on the 31st December, 1913, amounted 
to 3,514, to which must be added the Royal Marine establishment, 
numbering 56, and the crew of the cable ship “ Britannia,” 80, 
bringing the total up to 3,650. The civil population shows a decrease 
of five. There were 95 emigrants as against 40 immigrants, whilst 
on the other hand the number of births, 101, exceeded the number 
of deaths, 51, by 50. There were also four births and three arrivals 
in the Royal Marine establishment. 


The birth rate amongst the civil population was 28°7, as against 
28-4 per 1,000 in 1912. The number of illegitimate births registered 
was 22, or one less than in 1912. - 


The death rate increased from 12°5 per 1,000 in 1912 to 14'5 in 1913. 
Of the 51 deaths, three were due to accidents, seven were under the 
age of 10 years, and eighteen over 70 years, one of whom was a cen- 
tenarian. 


Marriages solemnized during the year numbered 22, being four 
less than in 1912. 


(B.) Pustic Heattra anp SaNiTarion. 
The Colonial Surgeon reports as follows :— 


“There is nothing of special note to record as: regards the health 
of the community during 1913. There were 51 deaths, three of which 
were accidental and eighteen over the age of 70 years; in the case of 
one old woman the age was 101. There was an increase in the morta- 
lity rate, this having reached 14°5 per 1,000, as compared with 12°5 
per 1,000 in 1912. 


“There were six deaths from tuberculosis, being a mortality rate 
of 1:7 per 1,000 living. 


“The infant mortality rate was 58°3 per thousand births. In the 
first half of the year nine cases of scarlet fever occurred, the number 
of cases in all which occurred between 1912 and 1913 being 35. The 
last case was notified in June, 1913, and the Military Hospital, which 
had been used as an Isolation Quarter, was handed back to the Mili- 
tary authorities in November. 


“ There were 35 successful vaccinations in the country and 33 in 
the town. 


“The water supply in many of the country districts is, and always 
has been, very unsatisfactory. The ailments of children are very 
commonly aggravated by the almost universal prevalence of in- 
testinal worms, these parasites being due to defective water in the 
majority of instances. 


“The comparatively thickly populated district of Half Tree 
Hollow has long suffered from the effects of the drinking water being 
stored in wooden barrels sunk in the earth, which permit of the absorp- 
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tion by the water of much deleterious matter. The substitution of 
galvanized iron tanks for the decayed receptacles would undoubtedly 
improve the physical fitness of the people in this neighbourhood. 
Many instances of lamentable overcrowding continue to exist in 
Jamestown. A beginning at least was made in the right direction 
by the demolition of an offending tenement house known as ‘ Byrnes 
Buildings,’ and it is to be hoped that similar operations may be under- 
taken in the future. 


“So far as the finances of the Colony would permit, the erection 
of small houses for the occupation of the well-doing poor might be 
considered as a legitimate function of Government, under the conditions 
that rule in St. Helena.” 


(D.) Cuimate. 
(a) MeTEoroLogicaL Station, Hurt’s Gare. 


Barometer—The mean pressure for the year was 28-003 inches, as 
against 28-098 in 1912. 


Temperature—The mean temperature was 62°4°, 61:6° being the 
mean in the previous year. The absolute maximum was recorded 
on the 9th February, the reading being 81°6°, as against 78°5° on the 
Ist, 9th, and 12th February in the preceding year. The lowest- 
maximum, 68:0°, was recorded on the 3rd and 26th September. The 
absolute minimum, 51:0°, was recorded on the 19th August, the corres- 
ponding reading in 1912 being 50°1° on the 9th September. 


Rainfall_—The total rainfall during the year was 43°63 inches, or 
0-71 inches less than the fall in the previous year. The maximum 
fall was registered on the 28th May at 1:12 inches, as compared with 
1-28 inches on the 10th May, 1912. The number of rainy days totalled 
273, as compared with 275 in the previous year. May’s total was the 
largest monthly fall, and amounted to 6:43 inches on 29 days. A 
“clear sky” was recorded on the 31st of the same month—a very 
unusual observation. 


Wind.—The mean force for the year was 1:9 which, according to 
the “ Beaufort Scale,” is equivalent to a velocity of between 7 and 14 
miles per hour. The force was lower than in 1912. Thirteen calm 
days were recorded, as against ten in the preceding year. 


The following table gives the direction for the year :-— 


S.E. .. 192 days. 
SSB... 132 ,, 
ESE x. DDS 33 
8. a ae 
E. ch I tg 
Calm. iS eae 


365 
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(b) JAMESTOWN. 


Temperature. 
1912 1913 
Mean. 72°4° 70°4° 
Absolute maximum.  80°0° on 27th Feb. —-80°0° on 15th Feb. and 
16th April. 
Absolute minimum. 600° on 15th Aug. 65:0° on Ist Oct. 
and Ist Sept. 
Rainfall. 
Total. 9°21 ins. 13°75 ins. 
Number of rainy days. 97. 126. 
Maximum daily fall. 0°55 on 10th May. 1:35 on 27th Feb. 


(c) Private STaTIons. 


The following statistics have been compiled from records kept by 
residents in different parts of the Island :— 


Total Number of Maximum Date. 
Rainfall. rainy days. fall. 

Inches. Inches. 
Plantation 40°50 203 1:20 20th February. 
Farm Lodge39°35 210 179 = - «2and rn 
Oak Bank 46°79 227 1:29 6th % 
Willowdene 35°52 920 1°58 2th =, 
The Briars 26°66 228 1:60 28th a 


VIIL—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 
(A.) Post OFFice. 


Revenue.—The revenue derived from the Post Office for the year 
under review amounted to £2,792 6s. Od., being an increase of £839 
14s. 1d. as compared with the previous year, and representing a net 
profit on the year’s transactions of £2,003 15s. 11d. This large increase 
is almost entirely accounted for by sales of stamps and postcards to 
non-residents. Stamp orders received from abroad amounted to 
£2,180 9s. 3d. Visits by foreign men-of-war and training ships 
largely increased sales. 


Expenditure—The expenditure of the department amounted to 
£788 10s. 1d., or £147 2s. Od. more than in the previous year, due to 
the additional cost of printing the large number of stamps in demand. 


A large increase in the number of registered articles is due to stamp 
dealers preferring stamps affixed to envelopes and sent by registered 
post. It is satisfactory to note that, notwithstanding this large in- 
crease in the number of registered articles, no registered or insured 
article was lost during the year. 
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Money and Postal Orders—Transactions under this head were as 
follows :— 


1913 1912 
£ sd. £ os. d. 
Money orders received. . a 813 10 10 1,002 2 6 
Postal orders received. . ee “1,022. 41-8, 4,352 10 0 
Money orders issued .. .. 3,213 18 1 2,558 8 7 
Postal orders issued .. .. 2,809 1 0 2,772 0 14 


Commission received on the above transactions amounted to 
£61 16s. 34d., as compared with £53 3s. 1d. in 1912. 


(B.) TELEGRAPHS. 


There were no changes in tariff during the year under review. 


(C.) TELEPHONES. 


The telephone system continues to work satisfactorily. It is 
maintained entirely by private subscriptions. 


IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


(A.) Roaps. 


A sum of £400 was expended during the year on repairs to the prin- 
cipal rural roads. With this limited expenditure it has been found 
increasingly difficult to keep pace with the wear and tear of increased 
traffic caused by the growing flax industry, with the result that, gene- 
rally speaking, the condition of the roads gradually deteriorates from 
year to year. The expenditure of a capital sum on general repairs 
is likely to be necessary in the near future, in order to bring the roads 
up to a general level of efficiency. 

The town streets are kept in order at an annual expenditure of £60. 

The amount collected under the Road Tax Ordinance during the 
year was £87 3s. Od., or slightly more than in the previous year. The 
tax was paid by 581 males, being six more than in 1912. There were 
only four prosecutions for non-payment, as compared with 39 in the 
previous year. 


(B.) Lanp Grants AND GENERAL VALUE OF Lanp. 


There were four grants of land made during the year. 
The value of land has remained the same. 


(C.) Rate or Waces anp Cost or Livine. 


Although the rate of wages remained at the same low level for the 
greater part of the year under review, there was every indication of 
an impending rise, especially in the country districts. The estab- 
lishment of a second flax mill in the southern district of the Island 
and the extension of the fibre industry generally had the effect of 
creating a greater demand for labour in the country, with the result 
that at the close of the year wages rose from ls. 6d. to 1s. 9d. and 
2s. Od. a day, and are likely to go still higher. Wages in the town 
districts, where the unemployment problem is acutest, were not 
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affected, but the forthcoming works on the Jamestown wharf will 
create a demand for labour sufficient to raise the wages of the town 
labourer at least up to a level with those of his country brethren. 














On the other hand the cost of the actual necessaries of life was 
higher than in the previous year. Fresh meat’ was dearer, beef selling 
at 10d. a pound and mutton at 1s. Od. a pound. Fish, the staple 
diet of the St. Helenian, was particularly scarce, the small quantity 
brought in by the fishermen being sold at fancy prices. The supply 
of both albacore and mackerel was far short of the demand—the 
former in previous years could be purchased for 1d. per pound, whereas 
in the year under review it was difficult to obtain for 3d. Mackerel, 
which used to sell at from 2d. to 4d. a dozen, went up to the amazing 
price of 1s. Od. to 1s. 3d. These inflated prices press particularly 
hard on the poorer classes. The situation is entirely due to the in- 
dolence of the fishermen, who by restricting the supply keep prices 
up and so earn an easy living at a minimum expenditure of their 
labour. A small fishing business run by a local syndicate would soon 
reduce the price of fish to its proper level. 


(D.) DeparTMENTS aND INSTITUTIONS. 
Pusrtic Works Department. 


The expenditure for the year amounted to £2,716 2s. Od., of which 
£1,134 3s. 7d. was under Works Extraordinary. Under the latter 
head a sum of £250 was devoted to relief works, principally the 
breaking of stone by female labour. A sum of £638 was expended 
on carrying out certain temporary repairs to the wharf at James- 
town and in obtaining the services of an engineer to report on its 
condition, with a view to the undertaking of works of a more permanent 
nature. 

The revenue and expenditure of the Poor Relief Board and Public 
Market for the last five years, including the year under review, are 


given below :— 
Poor Rewer Boarp. 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ 

1909 oe ote .. 848 .. a .. 847 

1910 A 2 -. 822... as -. 783 

1911 a ne wo SBE ox ee .. 846 

1912 we Se » 8387. ae .. 7196 

1913 ae ade ee TBS ae Ss -. 728 

Pusric Marker. 

Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ 

1909 i tg eG Sahel ss -. 80 

1910 u ste a OB.) = se pin -. 88 

1911 we Re ee 92. ae -. 90 

1912 i we se TBE as es «. 86 


1913... a Ba 78. te .. 86 
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Atul explanation of the three Zones of Vegetation indicated on this Map is given on p.p.3&4of Colonial Report (Miscellaneous) 
No. 88 (Cd. 3248.). Briefly it may be said that — 


The Coast Zone, which extends about a mile toa mile and a half around the island. is dry, barren, soilless, and almost entirely 
devoid of vegetation. Deep wide valleys,& rocky, almost inaccessible ridges,run from the central ridge towards 
the sea, breaking up the coast zone into numerous, aimost.detached prominences & iedges. 





which extends about three quarters of a mile inland from the boundary of the coast zone, has a less rocky 
surface, with shallower valleys and more grassy slopes: the temperature is lower,and numerous Australian, 
Cape,and American shrubs and trees have become established, forming thickets of considerable size. 
Among the chief features of this middle zone are the furze-clad slopes, with oceasionally the indigenous gum 
woods, & in moist sheltered hollows, the larger ferns. 


The Central Zone, which occupies a certain extent of land on each side of the central ridge. is altogether about 3 miles long and 


2 miles wide; in some places the rocks are precipitous, in others,the land possesses an undulating character, 
with grassy slopes, meadows, hayfields, a few farms & gardens, and well-wooded glens of oak and acacias. 


c.0 Ne24. Ordnance Survey Office. Southampton.1914. 
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(E) MiscELLANEOUS. 


It is satisfactory to be able to record that the gradual improvement 
in the economic condition of the Island which was noticed in the 
Annual Reports for the two preceding years has been steadily main- 
tained during the year under review. This improvement is mainly 
to be attributed to the development of the fibre industry, which this 
year has received a valuable impetus from the establishment of a 
private flax mill in the southern district of the Island. This mill, 
together with the Government mill in the eastern district, gives 
direct employment to over a hundred hands, and puts into circulation 
some £600 a month in wages and purchase of green leaves. The 
benefits accruing from the fibre industry are seen in the increased 
revenue of the Colony for the past year, which is the largest collected 
since the period of depression which followed on the withdrawal of 
the garrison in 1906. Imports and exports both show substantial 
increases, pointing to a steady revival of trade. There has been less 
depression in the labour market, and wages show a distinct upward 
tendency owing to the increasing demand for labour, especially in 
the country districts. This improvement has reacted to a certain 
extent on the town districts, where there has been less distress during 
the past year. But the unemployment problem in Jamestown still 
awaits permanent solution, though the forthcoming works in connec- 
tion with the repairs of the wharf will provide ample employment 
for the next two years at least. 


H. E. 8. Corpzavux, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief.. 
The Castle, 
St. Helena, 
11th May, 1914. 





COLONIAL REPORTS, &c.- 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 


the sources indicated on the title page :— 











ANNUAL. 

Colony, &c. Year. 
Gambia 1912 
Fiji... ” 
Basutoland 1912-1913 
Gold Coast 1912 
Ashanti Py 
Nyasaland... ae me 1912-1913 
Bechuanaland Protectorate .. es 
British Solomon Islands S 
Colonial Survey Committee .. Pet 
Tongan Islands Protectorate 1911-1913 
Swaziland ae. ‘ 1912-1913 
Imperial Institute 1912 
Barbados ar 1912-1913 
British Guiana az ae Bis fe 
Entomological Research Committee y 
Southern Nigeria a 1912 
Jamaica a 1912-1913 
British Honduras 1912 
Northern Nigeria 3 
Malta .. oe 1912-1913 
Uganda ” 
Mauritius ve 1912 
Straits Settlements s 
Trinidad and Tobago 1912-1913 
East Africa Protectora: a 
Grenada _ ole sis 1912 
Leeward Islands 1912-1913 
St. Lucia 55 
St. Vincent oy 
Bermuda 1912 
Ceylon ie 
Gibraltar 1913 

MISCELLANEOUS, 
Colony, &e. Subject. 
Weihaiwei : Census, 1911. 
Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9 

Nyasaland Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 


Southern Nigeria 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria 
Ceylon. . 


Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 1912. 
Mineral Survey. 
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No. 800. 


TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS. 


(For Report for 1912, see No. 763.) 


Tue GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


King’s House, 
Jamaica, 
6th June, 1914. 


Str, 
I nave the honour to transmit for your information a copy 


of the Blue Book of the Turks and Caicos Islands for the year 1913, 
together with a copy of the Commissioner’s report thereon. 


T have, &c., 
W. H. Mannie, 


Governor, 


The-Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


(C49) We.36076/850. 1125 & 20, 7.14. B.&F. Lid. Gp.line g 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE TURKS AND 


CAICOS ISLANDS POR THE YEAR 1913. 


FINANCIAL. 


“he revenue for the year 1913 aniounted to £10,867 and the expendi- 
ture to £8,505, as against £8,215 and £8,092 in 1912, respectively. 
There was a ‘surplus of £2,362. The expenditure includes the 
grants under the Salt Producers’ Relief Ordinance of £1,994, £300 
for school buildings in the Caicos Islands and £50 for the improve- 


ment of the sea frontage at Grand Turk. 


FINANCES. 
Year. . Revenue. 
£ 
1909 7,748 
1910 8,648 
1911 8,318 
1912 a 215 
1913 0,867 


Expenditure. 
£ 
7,454 
6,827 
7,695 
8,092 
8,505 


“Including £800 in 1909 en "Hurricane Relief. 


For the period 1909-13 the average annual revenue was £8,759 and 
the average annual expenditure £7,715, showing an average yearly 


surplus of £1,045. 


REVENUE. 


Import Duties 

Royalty on Salt 

Port Dues 4 

Licences and Internal Revenue 
Payments for Specific Services 

Post Office 

Revenue from Government Property 
Interest : ‘ 
Miscellaneous a 


2,585 
626 
246 
195, 

2,627 
248 
210 
159 


£10,867 
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EXPENDITURE. 
1912 1913. 
£ £ 

Pensions oF be be in 412 403 
Commissioner’s Department. . 3: 1,849 1,938 
Judicial Department .. e S 180 187 
Police and Prisons Department... 589 607 
Medical Department .. ve “3 586 608 
Paupers a us ee <3 325 316 
Education .. a < in 600 600 
Registration and Vaccination os 19 26 
Public Market is aa fe 21 21 
Miscellaneous .. ie is a 405 418 
Post Office .. 2 me a 426 201 
Lighthouses ..  ~., as oh 260 224 
Public Works .. i fe x, 640 962 
Salt Industry .. a He wen AST ET 1,994 


£8,092 £8,505 


Assets stand at £13,947 and liabilities at £5,171, leaving a balance 
of assets of £8,776. £5,543 is invested to meet emergencies, while 
there is no public debt. 


LEGISLATION. 


The following Ordinances were passed by the Legislative Board :— 
No. 1. The Appropriation Ordinance, 1914. 


No. 2. The Supplementary Appropriation Ordinance, 1912. 

No. 3. The Escheat Ordinance 1870 Amendment Ordinance 1913. 
No. 4. The Pensions Ordinance 1904 Amendment Ordinance 1913, 
No. 5. The Cinematograph Ordinance, 1913, 


The Escheat Ordinance, No. 3 of 1913, in order to minimize the 
cost of procedure in cases of escheat, reduces the number of jurors 
“ required from 12 to 5. 


No. 4 of 1913 precludes officers drawing pensions from the Depen- 
dency from acting as directors of commercial companies connected 
with the Islands except with the previous approval of the Secretary 
of State. 


No, 5 of 1913 regulates and controls cinematograph and similar 
entertainments, 
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EDUCATION. 


The average numbers on the registers of, and the average attendance 
at, the eight Government Schools in the Dependency during 1913 
may be seen in the following table :— 


Average 
School. On Register. Attendance. 

Grand Turk hs brs 238 206 
Salt Cay .. ne 57 48 
Cockburn Harbour ae 161 144 
Lorimers .. te oe 107 62 
Kew 5 até se 86 58 
Blue Hills . is 95 58 
Bottle Creek ae we 115 96 
Conch Bar Pe ee 59 48 

918 720 


The total cost of maintenance of these schools during the year 
amounted to £489. 


The number on the roll and the average attendance have increased 
by 20 and 14 respectively. 


The number of children attending private schools was at Grand 
Turk 25 and at Cockburn Harbour 22, a total of 47 as compared with 
78 in 1912. A few children are recognized as receiving private tuition. 


The total expenditure of the Board, as compared with £607 8s. 3d. 
of the previous year, amounted to £639 16s. 1d., disbursed as 
follows :— 


£osd 
Salaries of Teachers oe a nee 478 11 8 
Salaries of Pupil Teachers a = 18 10 0 
Tuition of Pupil Teachers a oy 10 0 0 
Aided Schools a a i - 710 0 
Inspection Expenses re et ak 13 8 0 
Salary of Inspector ne 25 0 0 
Furniture and upkeep of buildings ia 21 610 
Books and materials ‘ ae act 22:13 2 
Rewards for regular attendance rf. 9 16 
Contingencies - a “a 119 9 
Refund of Treasury advance. 27 13 11 
Preliminary work on new schoolhouse at 
Kew .. ve ns oe an 6 13 


TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The imports and exports in 1913 were valued at £30,231 and £27,808, 
as against £27,662 and £25,947 in the previous year, respectively, 
Owing to the fall in prices no sisal fibre was shipped during the year, 
whereas in 1912 the value of the fibre exported was £4,718, but the 
shipments of salt and sponges rose from £18,703 and £1,451 to £23,032 
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and £1,835, respectively. The weather conditions were most favour- 
able for the staple industry. Bullion to the amount of £3,874 was 
imported from Jamaica to meet salvage claims, and £1,920 was shipped 
to the same island. 


The value of the imports and exports during the past five years has 
been :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
1909 Na a ne ob 25,262 18,936 
1910 ne ts es Ss 27,916 24,461 
1911 ae mG ss bi 24,722 23,703 
1912 Be a i a 27,662 25,947 
19130. ee ie ba 30,231 27,808 


During the year the trade was with the following countries :— 


Imports. Exports. 


£ £ 
United Kingdom ex ie 3,861 Nil 
British Colonies a eg 9,088 7,806 
Foreign Countries ea ae 17,282 20,002 








£30,231 £27,808 


ARTICLES. OF Export. 


1912. 1913, 
x £ 

Salt: coarse .. wha ar 14,918 17,603 
Salt: fishery .. ae be 3,685 5,429 
Sisal =k. io AS as 4,718 Nil 
Sponges .. - Pe i 1,451 1,835 
Conchs .. nd a sd 553 270 
Miscellaneous .. iu a 622 2,671 








£25,947 £27,808 








SuHIPPINe. 


The total tonnage of vessels entered and cleared during the period 
1909 to 1913 was : — 


ear. Tonnage, 
1909, ae em fd ee +» 433,340 
1910. at oe Se oe +» 385,762 
1gll.. a xe Ri si +. 388,112 
1912, ae ae es e +. 378,773 
1913 oe oe o te +. 406,326 
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Comparative statement of shipping cleared for the years 1912 and 

















1913. 
Total. 
Nationality. 
i No. Tons. 
a |- = 

British .. ms ..| 102 10,153 
Foreign .. a 6 162 193,546 
Totals, 1913... al 264 203,699 
Totals, 1912... eur 287 187,493 











POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH. 


The Clyde Line of steamers run regularly to and from New York 
direct, about every ten days, carrying mails, passengers and freight, 
and accomplish the single voyage each way in 4} days. There is 
also a monthly mail service by a Pickford & Black steamer, which 
calls at Grand Turk both on the outward and return passage from 
Halifax to Jamaica. 


The Dependency is connected with the outer world by the cable 
of the Direct West India Cable Company. A news bulletin is published 
daily, for which a subsidy of £120 per annum is paid. The rate to 
England is 3s. a word, to Halifax 2s., to Bermuda ls. 6d., to 
Jamaica ls., and to New York 2s. 6d. Non-express messages are 
sent at half rates. 


The estimated number of letters and postal matter dealt with in 
1913 was :— 


Letters .. ae Se be ae 2 31,500 
Post Cards a sts o By Es 3,750 
Newspapers... ve - As we 19,250 
Books .. oe ow 24 bs ed 2,050 
Parcels .. ce ve 7 aa oe 894 
The amount of Money Order transactions was :— 
£ 
Issued in the Dependency .. a ie 1,282 
Paid in the Dependency be fs a 451 


SAVINGS BANK. 


The number of depositors in the Savings Bank was 415; the 
amount of deposits in 1913, £1,837; the amount of withdrawals in 
1913, £1,273; the amount to credit of depositors, £3,634; and the 
rate of Interest, 2 per cent. 
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
The following is the annual rainfall for the period 1909 to 1913 :-— 


Inches. 
1909 ae ot oe oe es ae 39:97 
1910 Axe in oie 2 a ys 26°73 
1911 ne er = ava SS ag 22°91 
1912 at et Ld eee ae ar 27°98 
1913 Bi 8% 30°56 
Average rainfall for the ‘period. a ae 29°63 


7°99 inches were recorded in December, of which 4°55 inches 
fell on the 9th December, whilst in May only 64 parts were measured. 

The coolest and warmest months were April and August, with 
mean temperatures of 76'2° and 83°5° respectively. 


Mean temperature for the year a Se 793° 

Mean pressure .. - oa 30°044 

Lowest temperature (24th F ebruary) ot 62° 

Highest temperature (18th August) .. 16 92°5° 
The prevailing winds of the year were :— 

f as ; 11 days 
N.E. 58 ,, 
E. 184 ,, 
S.E. 88 ,, 
8. 8, 
S.W. 3, 
Ww. 4,, 
NW, 5, 
Calm 4 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 
Offences reported to the Police .. 5 ik as ve 175 
Persons brought before the Magistrates eA Re Ee 170 
Summary Convictions :— 
Offences against property with violence to the person Nil 


Other offences against property .. a a ws 48 
Offences against the ey ve ae et aA 30 
Other offences es a se ue ae 61 


Convictions in the Superior Court : — 
Offences against property with violence not pects 


to homicide .. fe iG = : Nil 

Other offences against property he oe 2 bs 2 

Other offences = te a ay Me 4 
Number of persons acquitted :— * 

In the Inferior Courts... ee a a be 36 

In the Superior Courts . .. 2 a4 3 ee 1 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The year under review was one of financial prosperity, the revenue, 
£10,867, being the largest on record since the Islands became a 
Dependency of Jamaica in 1873, while the climatic conditions for the 
staple industry were as favourable as in the two previous years, 
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Although the revenue collected included, it is true, the fortuitous 
amount of about £2,000 from the sale of the new issue of stamps, it 
is satisfactory to note that the ordinary sources of revenue, especially 
the import duties, £3,974, which exceeded those of any year, showed 
a tendency to expand, while the expenditure, £8,505, provided for 
the extraordinary items of £1,994 for grants under the Salt Producers’ 
Relief Ordinance 1910, £300 for the erection of new school, and £50 
for the improvement of the sea frontage at Grand Turk, leaving 
£6,161 for the ordinary cost of administration. The assets exceeded 
the liabilities by £8,775, more than the amount of the revenue of many 
favourable years, while the amount of £5,543, which is being automati- 
cally increased by the investment of the interest, was at the end of the 
year already funded to provide against contingencies. Although a 
hurricane or a succession of wet seasons might at any time upset the 
most conservative precautions, the finances of these Islands, after 
many years of anxiety, may be said to have been re-established on a 
sound basis. 


In addition to the ideal conditions for salt raking which prevail 
during the year, the outlook for the staple industry was brightened 
by the placing of salt on the free list of the United States Tariff, which 
will, even if the price is not increased, aid.in rendering a steady demand 
for what is produced in the islands. The difficulty of obtaining 
charters of vessels at moderate rates still continues, the result being 
that a quantity equal to an average annual raking remained on hand 
at the end of the year. The present time is one of comparative 
prosperity to the salt pond owners, who, in view of the lessons of the 
past will be well advised to take advantage of the Government grants 
and propitious years to free themselves as much as possible from the 
burden of debt which has overwhelmed them in the past, and to com- 
bine in measures for the reduction of the cost of production to enable 
them to meet on more equal terms their competitors in the limited 
markets still remaining open to salt imported into the United States. 


The favourable prices for sisal obtained in 1912 were not maintained ; 
not a single bale, in consequence, being exported during the past 
year, which is a convincing proof of the fluctuating character of the 
fibre industry, which can only be carried on with financial success by 
strict adherence to rigid economy in cultivation and by the absence 
of heavy charges on borrowed capital. 


After a decade of misfortunes and depression, it is pleasant to be 
able to point to signs of improvement in the immediate future, but, in 
writing of Islands so wholly dependent on precarious industries and 
uncertain climatic conditions, it is safer to indulge in pious hopes 
than in sanguine prophecy, and to consolidate their financial position 
to meet as far as possible every conceivable emergency. 


F. H. WATKINS, 
Commissioner of the Turks and Caicos Islands, 


Grand Turk, 
20th April, 1914. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 











ANNUAL 
Colony, &c. Year. 
Fiji 1912 
Basutoland . 1912-1913 
Gold Coast .. 1912 
Ashanti 5 
Nyasaland .. 1912-1913 
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No. 805. 


GAMBIA. 


(For Report for 1912, see No. 767.) 


THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Bathurst, Gambia, 


18th July, 1914. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of the 
Colony for the year 1913, together with a Report thereon which has 
been prepared by the Colonial Secretary, Mr. W. T. Campbell. 


The Report is somewhat late, owing, Mr. Campbell explains, to 
his absence on leave until April of this year. 


Ihave the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
Epwarp J. CamERoN, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 


The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Downing Street, London. 
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4 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL, 
REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR 1913. 


L—FINANCIAL. 


1. Revenue.—The total revenue for the year was £124,995 0s. 5d., 
an excess of £38,540 19s. 8d. and £28,773 6s. 6d. over the two previous 
record years, 191] and 1912, respectively. 


2. The estimated revenue for 1913 was £85,450, or £39,545 less than 
was received. 


3. The following table gives the amounts collected under the various 
heads of revenue during the years 1912 and 1913 with the several 
increases or decreases :— 








Head of Revenue. | 1912. | 1913. | Increase. | Decrease. 
| ‘ i 
£ £ | £ | £ 
Customs .. Pe -.| 72,852 . 97,691 24,839 : —_ 
Port Dues . ea 1,311 | 1,987 | 676 | — 
Licences, Excise, éte. aah 2,064 3,004 940 | —_ 
Fees of Court eh ate 1,746 2,681 | 935 — 
Post Office : | 4,624 1,714 | —_— i 2,910 
Rent of Government Pro- 
perty . re 400 507 | 107 | — 
Government Vessels sel 1 1 — \ — 
Interests ..  .. = ..| 3,167 | 4,883 rae tant fae 
Protectorate Bk ane 8,910 10,613 1,703 |! —_— 
Miscellaneous Receipts .. 634 1,236 602 | — 
Land Sales ae 5 512 | 673 161 —_— 
Total ee ++} 96,221 124,990 31,679 2,910 








4. The principal increases were in (1) Customs, (2) Licences, (3) 
Interest, (4) Protectorate, and are accounted for by (1) the increased 
wealth of the natives due to the record ground-nut crop, which created 
a greater demand for dutiable articles, more especially kola-nuts, sugar, 
spirits and tobacco—the increased consumption, it may be noted, 
of these imports is not wholly on the part of the natives of the Colony 
and Protectorate, since a large percentage of these commodities find 
their way over the borders to French territory ; (2) a larger number of 
spirit licences, several being issued to new firms ; (3) an increase in 
Investments, and (4) by a greater number of Traders’ Licences issued, 
Farm Rents received, and Court Fines levied in the Protectorate 
during the year. 


5. The only decrease, which amounted to £2,910, under the head of 
Post Office, was due to a falling off in the sale of stamps. Dealers have 
apparently completed their purchases of the new issue. 


6. Expenditure—The expenditure for the year was £95,209, or 
£13,869 more than that for 1912. The estimated expenditure was 
£104,942, or £9,733 more than was actually incurred. 
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7. The following isa 


CoMPaRATIVE RETURN OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 1909-1913. 








Year. Revenue. | Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1909.. ee on 72,675 56,237 
1910.. < os 82,880 ' 63,301 
191l.. ee 2 86,454 71,390 
1912.. Ms ee 96,221 81,340 


1913.. es 8 124,990 | 95,209 





It will be seen that the increase in the year’s revenue over that of 1912 
was more than the total increases of the years 1910, 1911 and 1912. 


8. There was no important change in taxation during the year. 


9. On the 31st December, 1912, assets exceeded liabilities by 
£107,731 10s. Od. ; twelve months later the excess was £137,585 3s. 5d., 
an increase of £29,853 18s. 5d. 


10. Surplus funds invested in Government securities, the cost price 
of which was £94,090 2s. 3d., amounted on the 3lst December, 1913, 
to £98,613 18s. 10d. as compared with £94,775 10s. 9d. invested on the 
31st December, 1912. There was also a sum of £39,000 on deposit with 
the London County and Westminster Bank. There is no public debt 
at present. 


11. The West African coinage was introduced during the year and is 
current in the Colony and Protectorate. Silver is legal tender to any 
amount. English coins are also in circulation as well as a number of 
five franc pieces. The exchange value of the latter is three shillings 
and ten pence halfpenny. There is only one bank, that of British 
West Africa, in the Colony. The average rate of exchange for bills 
drawn on London during 1913 was one per cent. 


12. The Board of Health is the only municipal board in the Colony. 
It is composed of official and non-official members and is presided over 
by the Senior Medical Officer. 


13. The revenue of the Board of Health is derived from a five per 
cent. rate, increased from three per cent. during the year, annually 
assessed, in the town of Bathurst, from market and slaughter-house 
fees, a Government grant-in-aid, and from miscellaneous receipts. 
In 1913 these were :—local rates, £1,306 13s. Od.; market and 
slaughter-house fees, £93 19s. 6d.; grant-in-aid, £2,228; and 
miscellaneous receipts £130 Os. 9d. ; a total of £3,758 13s. 3d.,as com- 
pared with £2,867 16s. 7d. in 1912. 


14. The expenditure of the Board, including personal emoluments, 
scavenging, lighting, upkeep of houses and carts, etc., amounted to 
£2,778 6s. 7d., as against £2,588 13s. 3d. in 1912. 

(C61) B2 


6 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUDAL, 


15. The revenue and expenditure of the Board of Health during the 
last five years were as a followers — 








Year. Revenue. i Expenditure. 

4 = a 

£ £ 
1909... a ont 1,047 1,181 
1910. re Sel 1,286 1,443 
TOUT aie aes sal 2,237 2,199 
1912. se Say 2,867 2,588 
1913... o Ae 3,758 2,778 





16. MacCarthy Square is under a Board similarly constituted as 
the Board of Health. The square is situated in the centre of the town 
and is used as a parade ground by the West African Frontier Force, 
and as a general recreation ground. The upkeep of the square is 
provided for by a grant—£125 in 1913—from the Government. 


IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


17. Trade—The trade of the Colony continued to flourish during 
1918 and exceeded that of any previous year. 


18. Imports.—The total value of all imports was £1,091,129, as com- 
pared with £756,853 in 1912. 


Specie —Bullion and specie to the value of £471,835 were imported 
aarug the year, as against £285,223 in 1912. 


19. The following is a table of the 
Curer ARTICLES IMPORTED AND THE VALUE THEREOF DuRING 








1912-1913. 
1 
ARTICLE. | 1912. | 1913. 
! £ | £ 
Cotton Goods oe “a ae .- 124,845 | 201,797 
Hardware .. os eis Ne ate 23,021 j 27,276 
Kola Nuts .. ao a ir ee! 86,111 | 91,381 
Rice tds 85,763 | 62,512 
Spirits ' 10,959 | (17,141 
Sugar 5,785 | 19,422 
Salt i 2,589 | 3,630 
Tobacco . * “| 9,011 15,488 
Wine 2,685 4,585 





20. ae and Decreases.—From the faces table it will be 
seen that there were increases, mostly substantial ones, under each 
head with the exception of rice, the importation of which decreased 
to the value of £23,251. This may be accounted for by the importation 
in 1912 of an excessive quantity and the larger amount of native corn, 
planted during the season 1912, being available for consumption. 
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21. Excluding specie the percentages of imports from the various 
countries in 1912 and 1913 were as follows :— 


1912. 1913. 

Great Britain .. - we 42 40°64 

British Possessions .. wee BS 1526 
— 60 —— 55:90 
France and French Possessions 22 27:55 
Germany ..  .. 13 10-25 
Other Countries Ot oe 5 6:30 


22. The growth of the import trade during the last five years will be 
seen in the following table :— 





1912, | = 1913. 











Article, | 1908, 100. ; igi. | 
al ee 
Specie | 146,620 208,544 | 384,784 | 285,223 | 471,835 
Other articles | 257,040 ° 370,439 | 422,334 al 619,294 
Total ..| 404,560 578,983 | 807,118 | 766,803 | 1,001,129 
| 


| i | 





23. Exports.—The total value of all exports was £867,187, as com- 
pared with £735,172 in 1912. 


Specie—Specie to the value of £204,781 was exported. This is 
202 more than the value of the previous year’s export. 


24. The following is a 


RerturRN OF THE PRINCIPAL ARTICLES OF EXPORT AND THEIR VALUES IN 
1912 anp 1913. 











Quantity. i Value. 
Article. | eee — 

{ 1912, | 1913, | 1912. | 1913. 

ima amon | eae 
Calabashes .. packages | 2,572 1,739 | 3,340 | 2,226 
Ground-nuts .. tons . 64,169 67,404 | 502,069 | 622,098 
Hides .. Pe No. | 49,107 | 47,031 | 15,117 | 18,718 
Ivory .. .. Ibs. ' 1,236 | 1,258 | 172 | 54 
Palm-kernels .. tons 445 | 546 | 6,518 | 9,026 
Rubber .. Ibs. ! 4,355 | 12,995 , 409 ; 1,027 
Wax .. .» Ibs. 30,830 | 31,518 | 1,164 | 990 

} : 





25. Increases.—These occurred in (1) ground-nuts. The previous 
record exportation, in 1912, was exceeded by 3,235 tons in weight and 
£120,029 in value; (2) Hides. This increase was in value only; 
(3) Palm-kernels. It is satisfactory to find a considerable increase 
under this head. Such increase is not likely to continue while ground- 
nuts are a more profitable article of export; (4) Rubber and Wax 
show an increase, but the trade thereon still remains small and there 
are no indications of any great improvement. 


8 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


26. Decreases.—Calabashes, mostly exported to the Colony of Sierra 
Leone, and hides are the only articles of export showing a decrease 
during the year. Although hides decreased as regards numbers there 
was an increase in their value. This may be accounted for by native 
fellmongers paying more attention to curing. 


27. The development of the ground-nut and palm-kernel trade during 
the last five years is shown in the following :— 


RETURN SHOWING THE QUANTITY AND VALUE OF GROUND-NUTS AND 
PALM-KERNELS Exportep Durine THE YEARS 1909 To 1913. 





ARTICLE. | 1909. | 1910, 1911. | 1912, | 1913. 


~ = a, 
Ground- Weight. Tons. 53,644 | 58,456 | 47,931| 64,169 67,404 





nuts (Value. £| 323,231 387,943 ! 437,472 | 502,069 | 622,098 
Palm- ;Weight. Tons. 389 467 | 444 445 546 
kernels | Value. £| 3,526 5,640 | 4,758 6,518 9,026 














28. The percentages of exports, excluding specie, in 1912 and 1913 
were ‘-— 


1912. 1913. 
Great Britain and British Possessions = 9:00 6°72 
France and French Possessions... .. 76°00 59°10 
Holland a ee a a es 9:00 6:03 
Germany .. ae oe 3s .. 3°64 24°56 
Other Countries re ee Re .. | 2°36 3°59 


29. Agriculture—The ground-nut still continues to be the only 
article actively cultivated for exportation and is likely to continue so 
while in good demand and until some more easily grown crop for which 
there is a market is discovered by the local non-strenuous agriculturist. 


30. The policy of arranging seed nuts to be supplied through the 
Government was continued and no doubt tended towards larger areas 
being placed under cultivation. 


31. The amount of cereals, such as rice, koos, or millet, grown was 
not more than sufficient for local consumption. 


32. Land is granted in small areas ; the leasehold may be acquired. 
The rent for small lots suitable for trading stations ranges from about 
three pounds upwards. A decision was come to during the year not 
to dispose of freehold interests in Crown lands save in exceptional 
circumstances. No leases are issued in the first instance for more than 
twenty-one years. 


33. The total number of vessels entered and cleared during the year 
was 583, with a total of 625,132 tons, as compared with 556, and 583,458 
tons in 1912. 
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34. The following returns give the 


TonnaGE oF BritIsH AND ForEIGN VESSELS (a) ENTERED AND (}) 
CLEARED IN THE YEARS 1912 anp 1913. 


(a) Tonnage of Vessels Entered. 





| 1912. 











| 1913. 

\ ee a 
Nationality. (Steamers. | Sailing Total. |Steamers.! Gelling i Total. 

eee! ia ‘ \ te 2 

| Tons. | Tons. | Tons. Tons. | Tons. ! Tons. 
British ..| 180,272 | 379 | 180,651 | 185,522 ° 264 | 185,786 
Foreign ..| 106,190} 3,387 | 109,577 | 123,694 | 3,811, 127,005 


| 





Tota ..} 286,462 | 3,766 | 290,228 | 309,216 | 


3,575 | 312,791 





(b) Tonnage of Vessels Cleared. 














1912. 1913. 
Nationality.| rg eeanl| | | gai 
i Steamers. Salling: Total. |Steamers.| aad Total. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. 4 Tons. 





British .. | 180,835 397 
Foreign .. | 107,944 4,054 


181,232 | 185,399 | 
111,988 | 123,521 


234 | 185,633 
3,187 | 126,708 





Toray .. | 288,779 4,451 





293,230 | 308,920 


3,421 312,341 





Total Tonnage of Vessels Entered and Cleared. 








British  .. | 361,107 776 


Foreign ../ 214,134) 7,441 


] 


361,883 | 370,921 | 


| 
221,575 | 247,215 


498 | 371,419 
| 

6,498 | 253,713 
| 





| 
| 7 
| ! 
| | 


ToraL .. | 575,241 , 8,217 





: 583,458 | 618,136 | 








6,996 625,132 





Of the total number of vessels entered and cl 





eared at Bathurst 


during the year, 226 were British (37 sailing and 189 steam) and 357 
foreign (99 sailing and 258 steam). The aggregate 
vessels was 117,706 tons more than that of foreign vessels. The 


excess in 1912 was 140,308. 


tonnage of British 
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35. The following is a 
CoMPARATIVE TABLE SHOWING THE CLASSIFICATION, TONNAGE AND 
NATIONALITY OF ALL VESSELS ENTERED AND CLEARED DurRING 
1912 anp 1913. 











1912. 1913. 
Nationality a ne ] 
of Vessels. |Steamers. qo Total |Steamers. paling Tons. 
\ 
Tons. Tons. | Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. 





British .. 361,107 | 776 | 361,883 | 370,921 498 | 371,419 


French ..| 80,536 1,230 81,766 74,495 | 1,775 76,270 
German .. 52,940 2 52,942 60,626 _ 60,626 
Russian .. 2,296 | — 2,296 — — ee 

American .. — 609 609 —_ 428 428 
Norwegian . 14,141 _— 14,141 20,426 — 20,426 
Portuguese . —_— 4,158 4,158 — 4,295 4,295 
Danish... 14,124 1,232 15,356 | 24,040 — 24,040 
Swedish .. 13,526 — 13,526 11,740 —_ 11,740 
Greek ae 31,244 — 31,244 33,278 _ 33,278 
Dutch ‘se 2,937 — 2,937 —_— —~ — 

Spanish .. _ 210 210. 2,736 —_— 2,736 
Ttalian —_— — — 18,460 —_ 18,460 
Belgian .. 2,390 | —_— 2,390 — _ — 

Uruguayan.| — {| — —_ 1,414 — 1,414 




















Toran .. | 575,241! 8,217 583,458 | 618,136 | 6,996 | 625,132 
i | 








TI.—LEGISLATION. 


36. There were no legislative measures of great importance carried 
during the year. Thirty-four Ordinances, many of which were amend- 
ing ones, were passed. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


37. The Government does not maintain any schools, of which there 
are four in the Colony. One of these is established by the Moham- 
medans and the others by the Anglican, Roman Catholic and Wesleyan 
Missionary Societies. The schools of each of these three denominations 
is under a European Superintendent. The Government contributes 
£150 per annum towards the salary of each Superintendent. A grant 
is also made towards the salaries of the teachers in the Mohammedan 
School and the provision of prizes therein. Under the Education 
Ordinance further grants-in-aid are provided. These are based on 
the average attendance of pupils and on the results of examinations 
held by the Government Inspector of Schools. 
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38. There are four affiliated schools in Bathurst, of which the Roman 
Catholic and Wesleyan bodies have two each, one for boys and one for 
girls, and the Anglican Church has one. The numbers of pupils on 
the registers during 1913 were 


Schools. No. 
Roman Catholic (2) x, na is .. 408 
Wesleyan (2) oe ee be: a .. 641 
Anglican (1) O3 oe : wi ees 88 


The Wesleyan denomination has another school at MacCarthy 
Island, which had 66 pupils on the register. 


39. The only secondary and technical education in the Colony is 
provided by the Wesleyan Church, which has a non-affiliated secondary 
school, in Bathurst, for boys and a Technical and Industrial School. 
The Government gives an annual grant of £300 to the latter school, 
which is examined once a year by a Government nominee. 


40. A Board of leading Mohammedans manages the Mohammedan 
School, which had 85 pupils on the roll during the year. The Board, 
formerly under the Chairmanship of the Governor, is now presided 
over by the Inspector of Schools. The pupils in this school are taught 
elementary subjects in English and Arabic and the study of the Koran. 
The total number of pupils presented for examination at the annual 
general examination was 37, of whom only 8 passed. 

41. The total number of pupils attending all the schools during 
the year was 1,295, as compared with 1,452 in 1912. The decrease 
is probably due to the prosperity of the Colony, which enables traders 
to take their children to places in the Protectorate where there are 
no schools. 

42. The subject Elementary Hygiene and Sanitation is compulsory 
in Standards VI and VII of the schools. The Government provided 
£10 for prizes to teachers successful in obtaining hygiene certificates. 

43. The irregular attendance of pupils at the various schools causes 
education to be carried on with difficulty. While children in the 
Colony are not more keen in attending school than is the case elsewhere 
parents are, perhaps, not so alive to the advantages of education. 


44, The income of the affiliated schools during the year was £1,615 
16s. 4d., as compared with £1,846 3s. 9}d. in 1912. This income is 
derived from school fees, contributions by owners and Government 
grants. The expenditure on buildings, repairs, school materials, 
salaries, and miscellaneous expenses equalled the revenue. 


INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNICAL ScHOOL. 


45. There were seventeen pupils on the books of this school, which 
is situated in Bathurst ; of these, four were in the last year of their 
apprenticeship. The value of work performed during the year was 
£179 4s. 9d. The work included masonry, carpentry and joinery, 
painting, glazing, and general blacksmithing. The institution is a 
Wesleyan one, but all the pupils do not belong to that denomination, 
there being 7 Anglicans, 1 Roman Catholic and 1 Mohammedan on 
the rolls. The boys in the school show an improvement in being 
more willing to work and showing a greater desire for future employ- 
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ment on leaving. The obtaining of good posts by ex-pupils has acted 
as an incentive. Two ex-pupils returned to the Colony after under- 
going a course of instruction in motor work and obtained employment 
under the Government. The institution is doing useful work for 
Bathurst. Itis to be regretted that it does not receive greater support 
to enable it to turn out more than two or three trained youths annually. 


V—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
- Hospitals. 


46. There are two hospitals, one of which is at Bathurst and the 
other at MacCarthy Island. In the former accommodation is found 
for four first-class, eleven second-class and ten third-class male patients. 
There is also accommodation for seventeen female patients, including 
two cots for children. Four rooms are provided in addition for cases 
requiring isolation. The wards for males and females are in separate 
buildings. 

47. The MacCarthy Island Hospital is in the charge of a European 
Medical Officer from October to June. During the remainder of the 
year, when there is only a small population on the island, a Native 
Dispenser is in charge. There is one ward for European and three 
wards for native patients. Thirty-four in-patients and 1,314 out- 
patients were treated during the year. 

48. A contagious diseases hospital, situated about two miles from 
Bathurst, is also maintained. There was no epidemic in the Colony 
during the year. Small-pox, of which there were two cases only in 
Bathurst, was prevalent in a mild form in the Protectorate. 

49. The Medical Staff consists of a Senior Medical Officer and five 
other Medical Officers, one of whom is the Medical Officer of Health 
at Bathurst. These are all members of the West African Medical Staff. 

50. In additio. to the Medical Officers, the hospital staff comprises 
four trained nurses (Europeans) and a number of native dispensers, 
dressers and nurses. 

51. During the year 554, compared with 529 in 1912, in-patients 
were treated in the Bathurst hospital. There were 62 deaths. 

52. The total number of out-patients treated was 8,134, compared 
with 7,895 in 1912. 

53. Of the 62 deaths 14 were due to pneumonia and 10 to tetanus, 
while phthisis and peritonitis were responsible for four and three 
deaths respectively. 


Home for Destitute and Afflicted Persons. 


54. Seven males and one female were admitted to this Institution 
during the year. The Home also serves as a hospital for certain cases 
which the Senior Medical Officer may consider would be more com- 
fortably attended to than in the General Hospital. 
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Government Savings Bank. 


55. This institution, under the Postmaster General, continued to 
progress. At the end of the year there were 561 accounts, as against 
501 in 1912, 470 in 1911, and 456 in 1910. The balance remaining 
on deposit was £5,553 10s. 7d., as compared with £5,267 lls. 6d. in 
1912. The balances at the end of the years 1911 and 1910 were 
£5,037 6s. Td. and £5,261 15s. 10d., respectively. During the year 
the sum of £3,662 lls. Od. was deposited, while £3,359 15s. Od. was 
withdrawn. The interest payable was £127 7s. 11d. 


* VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Police. 


56. The Police Force consists of a Superintendent of Police and 
an Assistant Superintendent, both of whom are Europeans, and 88 
non-commissioned officers and men. The strength of the force was 
increased during the year by eight men. The alteration in the com- 
position of the force, made in 1912, by which the ranks of corporal and 
lance-corporal were introduced has been successful, as was anticipated 
by the Superintendent, in improving the organization and discipline. 

57. One non-commissioned officer and six men are stationed in the 
Protectorate. 

58. There were 175 prosecutions by the police during the year, as 
against 157 in 1912. This considerable difference is not due to an 
increase of crime, but to the increase in the force, and to its greater 
efficiency and vigilance. 

Prisoners. 

59. The only prison in the Colony is situated in Bathurst. On the 
1st January, 1913, there were 26 convicted prisoners remaining in gaol, 
while 150 were admitted during the year; 116 were discharged on, 
and 15 before, the expiration of their sentences. Three prisoners had 
their sentences remitted, while two died in hospital, forty prisoners 
remained on the 31st December. The fifteen prisoners discharged 
before the expiration of their sentences were imprisoned in default of 
payment of fines and debts. These were paid before the defaulters 
were released. 

60. The health of the prisoners continued satisfactory. 


61. The daily average number of prisoners during the last five years 
was as follows :— 


1909... a os ae a .. 20°68 
1910... 4 a Se oe .. 23°78 
1911. Be = Ee es .. 26°24 
1912... a ae af a .. 2750 
1913. an Pe es ie 2. 85°74 


Criminal Statistics. 


62. In the Supreme Court 19 cases were tried, as compared with 22 
in 1912. These included one charge of attempted murder, which 
resulted in conviction, and three charges of manslaughter, in only one 


14 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 

of which was a conviction recorded. These cases came from the 
rotectorate; the remaining ones dealt with by the Supreme Court 

arose in the Colony. The latter comprised two cases of cattle stealing, 

resulting in one conviction, six cases of larceny, four of offences against 

property and two of miscellaneous offences (perjury and attempted 

escape from custody). These all resulted in conviction. 


63. The small amount of serious crime in the Colony and Protectorate 
is again satisfactory. 


64. The number of cases, 457, in the Police Court show an increase 
of 186 over the previous year. This excess is accounted for under 
offences against revenue laws, etc., and against the Public Health 
Ordinance of 1912, under which a number of summonses were issued 
for contravention of the sections of the Ordinance dealing with mosquito 
larve. 


65. From the Protectorate 599 cases were reported, an increase of 
133 over 1912. This difference is explained by 203 cases being reported 
from MacCarthy Island, 158 more than last year. The majority of 
these cases were breaches of regulations framed under the Protectorate 
Ordinances. 


VII. —VITAL STATISTICS. 
Population. 


66. The last census, taken in 1911, in the Colony and Protectorate 
gave the former a population of 7,700 and the latter one of 138,401, 
a total of 146,101 inhabitants. This number may be increased by 
7,000 to allow for the migration of strange farmers from neighbouring 
territories during the years 1912 and 1913. This addition gives a total 
of 153,101 (approximate). 


67. The numbers of births and deaths registered in each of those 
parts of the Colony to which registration applies, together with the 
total number therein for the year, are shown in the following table :— _, 


Births—1913. 





Males. 




















i i Females, 
District. | : Totals 
j I | j 
White! Black Mulatto/|Asiatics White) Black ‘Mulatto Asiatics 
Mss eee 
Bathurst — | 115/ 7 SAE eee 4s 254 
British i ! 
Kombo 7 45 °— ll 
Ceded 
Mile | $3 if aul oy 
MacCar- i ! 
thy Island — 13) — | 7 { 20 
| 
| 
Total — | 1388) 7 _ _ 143 3 i 292 








GAMBIA, 1913. 15 


Deaths—1913. 





Males. ! Females. 
District. i : __ Totals 





i | 
White: Black ‘Mulatto Asiatics White Black Mulatto Asiatics | 
i f 





Bathurst 2 144 4 3 a 124 5 








| — 982 
British i | 
Kombo — 8 35 | aaa ty 
Ceded i i 
Mile — 12k es Soy ee Sis ts So Ee 
MacCar- i | 
thyIsland — 16 —-' —t =] 8, 1 | 2 
| | | 
Total.. 2 180 4 3) = | 140 | 5 1 | 335 





The causes of the deaths of the two Europeans who died were fracture 
base of skull and revolver shot wound. 


68. The following is a 


CoMPARATIVE RETURN SHOWING THE BirTHS AND DEatus REGISTERED 
in Baruurst, British Kompo, THE CEDED Mite anp MacCartay 
Istanp Durine THE Five Years 1909-1913. 





Year. | Births. Deaths. | Excess of Deaths | Excess of Births 





| 
| | over Births. over Deaths. 
Fas eee |. — 
| 
1909, 339 ; 380 | = 9 
910 | 363 | 385 | 22 | a 
1911 | 306 | 318 | 12 = 
1912, 303 | 336 | 33 = 
1913 | 292 | 335 43 = 
| | | = 





69. The death-rate in Bathurst showed an improvement. The 
number of deaths was the lowest recorded during the last ten years. 
The reduced number of deaths may be attributed to some extent to 
the late onset of the rains and the exceptionally low rainfall during 
the year. This resulted in freeing the town of Bathurst from the 
accumulation of standing water in low-lying places. Sanitary improve- 
ments and increased vigilance on the part of the sanitary authorities 
also greatly assisted in lowering the death-rate, which was 21-42 per 
1,000. 


70. An endeavour was made to reduce the infantile mortality. 
A class of native women was formed, and a Medical Officer delivered 
simple lectures, with illustrations, on elementary dressing and mid- 
wifery. The class unfortunately was not successful, owing to the 
members failing to attend the lectures on the grounds that they had 
work to do and duties to perform in the Protectorate. Dr. Chartres, 
the Senior Medical Officer, continued his endeavours by publishing 
a pamphlet dealing with the precautions to be taken regarding 
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confinements andthe rearing of infants. The pamphlet was issued in 
the English, Joloff, and Mandingo languages and distributed in the 
Colony and Protectorate. 


71. The number of Europeans, including females, residing in the 
Colony and Protectorate during the year was 173. Of these 53 were 
officials and 120 non-officials. Six; including three officials, were 
invalided to Europe during the year. Two Europeans, of whom one 
was an official, died. 


72. Twenty-six marriages were registered, as against 20 in each of 
the preceding years. Ten marriage licences, seven more than in 1912, 
were issued. 


73. There were 1,529 vaccinations performed at Bathurst and 
2,480 in the Protectorate during the year. 


74. The sanitation of Bathurst is attended to by the Board of Health, 
of which the Senior Medical Officer is Chairman and the Colonial 
Engineer and Superintendent of Police are ex-officio members. Six 
other members are appointed annually by the Governor. The services 
of a Senior Sanitary Officer are shared with the Colony of Sierra Leone. 
The officials of the Board consist of a Town Warden, an Assistant 
Town Warden, an Inspector and four Assistant Inspectors of Nuisances, 
a market clerk and a cemetery keeper, a groom, six carters, four lamp- 
lighters and forty labourers. The latter are increased to sixty during 
the rainy season. 


75. In the Protectorate, where the Travelling Commissioners are 
guided by special Sanitary Instructions, prizes are given to the 
cleanest village in each Province. An improvement is to be found 
as regards sanitation in some villages but it will be a great number of 
years before the subject is adequately dealt with by a people the 
great majority of whom are not great believers in hygiene. 


Climate. 


76. The climate of the Gambia during some months of the dry season, 
which lasts from November to May, is pleasant. During the remaining 
months, known as “the rains,” the conditions are similar to those 
experienced on the West Coast of Africa. Although these may not be 
quite so severe they are felt to be more trying, owing to the greater 
contrast between the dry and wet periods, than is the case 
elsewhere. 


77. A Meteorological Station of the second class is maintained in 
Bathurst. During the year the highest shade temperature recorded 
in Bathurst was 104° and the lowest 57°. The rainfall was 23-68 
inches, the lowest recorded for a number of years, as compared with 
33°99 inches in 1912. 
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78. The following are the 
MereoroLogicaL ReTurns For Barourst anp MacCartuy Is,anp 



















































































RESPECTIVELY. 
oon Bathurst. 
Temperature. i Rainfall. | Winds. 
=e —-. ne en ! WFsknote 
onthe: Mini- | Shade | Shade’ | Amount | G ] 
‘mum on maxi-| mini- |Range.|Mean,, in | Di Satay 
; Grass. | mum. | mum. | | inches. arectious: 
January.’ 50 | 100] 59 | 41 | 79:5] 0-13 | North. 
53 98 60 | 38 79:0 = Fl ” 
52 100 63 37 81°5 — | Variable. 
52 104 62 | 42 83-0 =! 47 5 
53 | 93] 67 | 36 | 750; — i 
60 | 98 68 30 83-0 2°23 | North-west. 
66 , 90 68 22 80:0 3:00 | East. 
67 90 69 | 21 79°5 10°69 | Variable. 
66 95 69 | 26 82:0 6-08 | 3 
October . . 60 94 69 25 | 81:5 1:55 ” 
November | 60 98 | 67 | 31 | 825 — | z 
December , 60 95 64 31 79°5 = ” 
2 ia -| ' i 
ToTaL i | | 23°68 
SaaS | | Aloe ace z 
Average | 58-2 96-2 | 64-6 | 31°6 | 80°5 _ 
2:35 Lo I | ma slseaee the eet . < 
- MacCarthy Island. , 
Temperature. tRainfall.! Winds. 
n iT 
t = = a ee, 
| \ 
Months. Mini- | Shade| Shade Amount Gq 1 
Imum on| maxi-| mini-|Range.|Mean.| in Di re 
Grass. | mum. | mum. | | inches. | “rections. 
' ! 
January . _ 106 | 59 47 | 82:5 0:06 | North-west. 
February . _— 110 60 50 85:0 _— ee 
March .. —_ 110 60 50 85:0 SST, a 
April ..{ — | 112] 67 | 45 | 8905! — | Variable. 
May — 112 65 47 88:5 1:31 | ep 
June... _ 114 73 41 93°5 4:49 | rs 
July ..| — | 112] 65 | 47 | 885) 6-25 s 
August .. _ 103 712 31 87°5 9°46 a 
September _ Staltion closed.) No |Record. 
October .. —_ Stajtion jclosed.| No !Record. 
November — 104 | 64 | 40 | 840! — _ | Variable. 
December. | — 103 60 43 815 0°43 2 
Pear 7 
TOTAL | | 22:00 
i 
q ay } koa Be 
‘Average | | i ; 
for 10 | ! i | 
months | }108°6 | 64:5 | 44-1 | 86°5 j _ 
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VIII—POSTAL TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 
Postal. 


79. There is a fortnightly mail service between Liverpool and 
Bathurst. The homeward service is most irregular. Mails are 
occasionally forwarded to England via Dakar and some continental 
post by trading vessels. 


80. Internal communication is maintained by steamers or launches 
owned by trading firms. During the trading season these vessels 
make frequent trips up and down the river and are ready to convey 
passengers and freight. 


81. There are two Post Offices established in the Colony, at Bathurst 
and MacCarthy Island respectively. 


82. The revenue was reduced to about the normal amount owing 
to the requirements of dealers for the new Georgian issue of postage 
stamps having been satisfied. 


83. The following return shows the volume of business transacted 
during each of the last five years :— 

















| Total Number | Total Value of 
. - f of Letters Money and Postal 
Year. | Receipts. | Expenditure/paroels, &c., dealt| Orders issued 
with. and paid. 
£ £ £ 
1909 2,325 820 110,682 4,848 
1910 1,625 | 864 124,835 12,626 
1911 1,811 | 818 128,265 14,386 
1912 | 4,624 | 995 135,269 | 16,211 
1913 1,714 843 | 157,324 20,947 
{ 











The “ Cash on Delivery ” service is provided for. 
Telegraph and Telephone Services. 


84. There is one telegraph station, belonging to the African Direct 
Telegraph Company, Limited, in Bathurst. The ordinary cable rate 
to the United Kingdom is three shillings and twopence per word. 
There is a deferred cable service, by which messages may be sent at 
half rate. 


85. There is no inland telegraph. Most Government Offices, some 
official quarters, the Bank of British West Africa and Government 
House at Cape St. Mary are connected by telephone. 


IX.—MILITARY FORCES. 


86. The Gambia Company of the West African Frontier Force 
contains the only regular troops in the Colony. The Company forms 
a detached command and is inspected periodically by the Inspector 
General. 
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87. The Gambia Artillery, a Volunteer Force, was disbanded during 
the year. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


88. The year was remarkable for being the most prosperous on 
record as regards the revenue received and the volume of trade. 


89. No public work of great magnitude was completed. The 
construction of the Denton Bridge over Oyster Creek was proceeded 
with and a commencement made with the scheme for supplying 
Bathurst with a pipe-borne water supply from Lamin. These works 
made fair progress considering the scarcity and inefficiency of local 
labour. The Survey of the River Gambia was also continued. 
The Board of Health maintained its crusade against mosquitoes 
and did not relax its efforts to prosecute the occupiers of insanitary 
premises. Reclamation work at Half Die and other places in Bathurst 
was continued. The Public Works Department completed the new 
Post Office, erected various new buildings, and carried on its efforts 
to renovate and preserve ancient ones. 


90. The constitution of the Colony remained unchanged. 


91. Peace and contentment continued to reign in the Colony and 
Protectorate and, as regards the latter, showed that the natives 
appreciated the work, carried out in isolation and under many 
difficulties, of the Travelling Commissioners. 


W. T. CampBett, 


Colonial Secretary. 
Bathurst, Gambia, 


6th July, 1914. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE GAMBIA BLUE-BOOK REPORT 1913 


Work Conpucrep at THE ImpERIaL Insrurure DuRING THE YEAR 
1912 ror THE CoLONY OF THE GAMBIA. 


Minerals.—Fifteen small samples of clay obtained in the course of 
boring operations at Kossoun, Upper River Gambia, and a specimen 
of ironstone gravel dredged from the river at the same place were 
forwarded for examination. The clays, which varied in colour from 
cream to ochreous, might be suitable for the manufacture of bricks 
and coarse pottery in the Colony, but the samples were too small for 
technical trial. Larger samples were requested for this purpose. 
The ironstone gravel would be of no value for export, but might be 
suitable for local use by natives as an iron ore. 


Poisonous Plants—Specimens of a fruit which had caused poisoning 
symptoms when eaten were insufficient for chemical examination, but 
were identified at Kew as the immature fruits of a species of Datwia, 
probably D. fastuosa. This determination agreed with the poisoning 
symptoms described, which were those produced by solanaceous 
alkaloids. 


Work ConpucTEp AT THE ImpeRiaL Institute DurING THE YEAR 
1913 FOR THE COLONY OF THE GAMBIA. 


In continuation of the examination of a number of clays from the 
Gambia, alluded to in last year’s report, further samples of two of the 
clays, of which large supplies were stated to be available, were 
furnished during 1913 in order that technical trials might be made 
and the value of the materials definitely determined. 


A sample of yellow clay was found to be very plastic and easily 
worked, but it contained a quantity of gritty and ochreous material. 
The pottery made from it had not a smooth surface, and its light brick- 
red colour was disfigured in places by fragments of the ochreous con- 
stituent which had burnt to a yellowish-brown colour. The clay could 
be used in the crude condition for the manufacture of coarse earthen- 
ware, but it would be much improved by washing. 


A sample of purple clay was also examined. It contained very little 
grit, and when thoroughly mixed with water gave a plastic material 
which could be readily worked. The clay after firing was of a light 
mauve tint, somewhat disfigured by reddish spots due to the presence 
of ochreous particles. 


Both these clays could be used locally in the Gambia for the manu- 
facture of bricks, tiles and earthenware, but they could not be 
remuneratively exported to Europe. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 











ANNUAL. 
No Colony, &c. Year. 
771 Ashanti 5a a . eS a oe 1912 
772 Nyasaland aie . oe ee = .. 1912-1913 
173 Bechuanaland Protectorate .. us oe a 7 
114. British Solomon Islands res or ee a as 
115 Colonial Survey Committee .. cs ae ate * 
176 Tongan Islands Protectorate ra a .. 1911-1913 
117 Swaziland Ae oe ae a a .. 1912-1913 
7178 Imperial Institute .. ys ee a os 1912 
7719 Barbados oH oa aia 55 a «. 1912-1913 
780 British Guiana o oh Aye es ae $f 
781 Entomological Research Committee se ef 3 
782 Southern Nigeria we ie a a ae 1912 
783 Jamaica 3, ae ers as ae «. 1912-1913 
784 British Honduras ae eS aie a e. 1912 
785 Northern Nigeria . ie oo a 9 5 
786 Malta .. es sie 1912-1913 
787 Uganda. . oe oe oe wie is ea 5 
788 Mauritius o. .- ots we a as 1912 
789 Straits Settlements hoc ae aie we 9 
790 Trinidad and Tobago.. sa me ae «. 1912-1913 
791 East Africa Protectora’ ar “ie ss 5 
792 Grenada ate erect me oe me 1912 
793 Leeward Islands us A ey SA .. 1912-1913 
794 St. Lucia aa es it i oe aie ” 
795 St. Vincent a ons a ‘ a an 
796 Bermuda es te = oe ahs ws 1912 
797 Ceylon .. aia os a os a et ” 
798 Gibraltar he os fe aye oe as * 
799 St. Helena a oN a an of . ” 
800 Turks and Caicos Islands et oe a * 
801 Seychelles ae xe oa ae ue ee 1913 
802 Ceylon .. a ae ae oa a less 35 
803 Bermuda or ee ate me a ee a 
804 Weihaiwei Ss me se Pas ae oe is 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony, &e. Subject. 
719 Northern Nigeria .. si6 .. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 
80 Nyasaland .. . oe .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
81 Southern Nigeria .. ad .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
82 Imperial Institute .. Se .. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
83 Southern Nigeria... an .. Mineral Survey, 1910. 
84 West Indies .. oe as .. Preservation of Ancient 
i Monuments, &c. 
85 Southern Nigeria. .. Ao .. Mineral Survey, 1911. 
86 Southern Nigerig; .. so .. Mineral Survey, 1912. 
87 Ceylon. . Bes ee .. Mineral Survey. 
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Tue AcTING GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Accra, 
20th July, 1914. 


Sir, 

I wave the honour to transmit herewith six copies of the 
Annual Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1913, together with 
a report thereon which has been prepared by Mr. C. H. Harper, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Thave, &c., 


W. C. F. Ropertson, 
Acting Governor. 


The Right Honourable 


Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &. 
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I —FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the year amounted to £1,301,566, being £70,716 
more than the revenue in 1912. The actual revenue exceeded the 
estimated revenue by £1,566. 


The following table is a comparative statement of the revenue 
for the years 1912 and 1913. 


























7 
Revenue for 
Actual the same 
Heads of Revenue .. | Revenue | period of the | Increase. | Decrease. 
to 31st preceding 
Dee., 1913, year. 
£ | £ £ £ 
1. Customs | 779,593 | 735,470 44,123 —_— 
2. Light Dues | 2,956 | 2,737 219 — 
3. Licences, &c. ssa 43,354 | 45,725 — 2,371 
4, Fees of Court, &c.. .| 49,903 47,530 2,373 —_ 
5. Railways .. ..| 857,329 | 329,399 27,930 —_ 
6. Posts and Tele- | 
graphs | 6,596 5,994 602 —_ 
7. Rents of Govern- | { 
ment Land 1,201 | 1,211 — 10 
8. Interest .. ial 3,416 3,108 308 _— 
9. Ashanti .. es 49,882 50,265 | _ 383 
10. Northern Terri- | 
tories 3,708 2,994 | 714 _— 
11. Miscellaneous a 3,548 5,494 | _ 1,946 
Total... ..| 1,801,486 | 1,229,927 76,269 4,710 
12. Land Sales, 
Revenue Extra- | 
ordinary 80 | 923 _ 843 
Grand Total £} 1,301,566 | 1,230,850 76,269 5,553 
| 
About £12,500 of the increase under the head “‘ Customs ” (£44,123) 
was derived from the imposition of an additional duty of 9d. a gallon 
on spirits, which took effect on the 30th August, 1913, and the bulk 
of the remainder from increased clearances of spirits from bond. 





Owing to the fact that there was a surplus of spirits in stock at 
the end of 1912, and a shortage at the end of 1913, the difference 
between the receipts on account of duty on spirits for the two years 
is not so great as it would have been under normal conditions. 

The increase under the head “ Railways” would have been higher 
if the goods tariff which was in force in the first half of 1912 had 
remained unaltered ; but it was found desirable to lower the tariff, 
with the result that, although there was a considerable increase of 
traffic on the Sekondi-Kumasi Railway, the earnings amounted to 
£271,969, as compared with £278,410 received in 1912. 

The loss on the Sekondi-Kumasi Line was more than compensated 
for by the results obtained from the first, completed year’s working 
by the Government of the Accra-Akwapim Railway. 
je The decrease under “ Ashanti” was due to smaller receipts under 
mining royalties, owing to a decrease in the gold output. 
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The revenue for the years 1909-1913 was as follows :— 


Year. 


1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 


Expenditure. 


Value. 
£ 
778,552 
1,006,633 
1,111,632 
1,230,850 
1,301,566 


The expenditure for the year amounted to £1,353,291, being £196,200 
over that for 1912; £90,041 in excess of the estimate ; and £51,725 
drawn from surplus balances in excess of the revenue. 


The following table is a comparison in detail between the expendi- 


ture of 1912 and of 1913 :— 




















Actual | Expendi- 
expendi- | ture for the! 
Heads of Expendi- ture to |same period) Increase | Decrease 
ture. 31st _| of the pre- 
Dec., 1913 ceding year 
Establishments. £ £ £ £ 
1. Governor and Legislature. . 10,199 7,607 2,592 —_ 
2. Supreme Court os 9,969 9,048 921 —_ 
3. Law Officers 2,567 2,281 286 — 
4. Secretariat 8,048 7,064 984 —_ 
5. Printing Office a 10,006 9,203 803 _ 
6. Native Affairs es a 2,482 1,956 526 — 
7. Provincial and District 
Commissioners .. 30,466 27,392 3,074 
8. Treasury 12,337 11,750 587 —_ 
9. Customs He 38,752 33,790 4,962 —_ 
10. Customs—Preventive 
Services .. 16,975 17,402 —_ 427 
11. Marine ae 1,405 1,649 —_ 244 
12. Railways a 237,599 146,314 | 91,285 — 
12a. Railway Surveys .. 13,254 1,817 | 11,437 —_ 
13. Posts and Telegraphs 37,751 32,595 5,156 —_ 
14. Transport Department 2,140 1,903 237 _ 
15. Medical Departmen 56,706 51,996 4,710 —_ 
16. Sanitation .. oS 36,854 32,922 3,932 —_ 
17. Veterinary .. 936 729 207 _ 
18. Education .. 25,374 20,585 4,789 _ 
19. Agriculture. . oh 13,784 11,295 2,489 _— 
20. Forestry ee 5,421 5,208 213 —_ 
21. Mines eee ee . 2,254 1,966 288 _ 
22. Geological Survey .. ot 736 —_ 736 _— 
23. Gold Coast Regiment, 
W.A.E.F. a «| 65,252 69,580 —_ 4,328 
24, Volunteers .. 1,252 1,531 _ 279 
25. Police 40,320 36,652 3,668 _ 
26. Prisous ee a | 17,580 | 16,931 649 —_ 
27. Public Cemeteries .. 1,627 1,253 374 — 
28. Audit Office 4,063 4,251 _ 188 
29. Surveys | 13,590 14,508 —_ 918 
30. Ashanti ae 32,478 29,711 2,767 _— 
31. Northern Territories 35,065 | 30,400 | 4,665 | — 
32. Northern Territories Con- { | 
stabulary v 12,197 | 1288 | — 86 
(C63) 2B 
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Actual | Expendi- | 
expendi- |ture for the | 
Heads of Expendi- ture to |sameperiod| Increase | Decrease 
ture. 31st of the pre- i 
Dee. 1913. |ceding year} 
33. Miscellaneous Services .. 10,275 14,360 — | 4,085 
34, Pensions and Gratuities .. 19,409 19,146 263 5 — 
35. Public Debt Charges 91,536 84,955 6,581 —_— 
36. Public Works Department 57,169 43,921 | 13,248 | — 
37. Public Works Annually 
Recurrent S 36,934 27,052 | 9,882 — 
38. Public Works Extraordinary, 196,892 152,226 | 44,666 — 
39. Kumasi-Ejura Road 
Department ae 15,988 23,502 — 7,514 
40. Posts and Telegraphs 
Extraordinary. . 10,897 2,784 | 8,113 —_ 
41. Repayments of Loans .. 20,000 20,000 ; — —_ 
42, Expenditure on Loan Works! 95,752 116,573 v= 20,821 
Total on £ 1,353,291 | 1,157,091 | 235,090/ 38,890 








Generally, the rise in expenditure is attributable to the rapid growth 
of business in the various Departments and to new administrative 
necessities which the prosperity and development of the Colony and 
its dependencies has called into existence. More particularly 
increases are due, under Governor and Legislature, to the increase in 
the rate of salary, and to the transport charges in connection with the 
extensive tours of inspection undertaken by the Governor; under 
Customs, to the need for additional staff, and to the refunds of duty 
arising from the expansion of the trade across the Volta River, the 
dividing line between the two tariff systems in existence within the 
Colony ; under Railways, to provision for capital expenditure on the 
new workshops, rolling stock, and quarters, to addition to the staff, 
fuel, and stores; under Posts and Telegraphs, and Posts and Tele- 
graphs Extraordinary, to the reorganization of the staff, to new con- 
struction, and to renewal of existing telegraph lines; under Public 
Debt Charges, mainly to contribution to the Sinking Fund, | per cent. 
on £1,030,000, in respect of which the half yearly contributions only 
became payable during the latter half of 1912. 


The decreases are due, under Gold Coast Regiment, to the fact that 
two companies were on service for a part of the year in Sierra Leone 
and their expenses were defrayed by that Government, under 
Kumasi Ejura Road Department, to reduction in the establishment 
on the approaching completion of the work. 


The expenditure for the five years 1909 to 1913 was as follows :— 


£ 
1909 wn " on eye 734,367 
1910 ma ec Ae < 924,862 
1911 es Be me ite 914,500 
1912 as me ders i 1,157,091 


1913 oe ba a iy 1,353,291 
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Loan Expenditure. 


The expenditure up to the 3lst December, 1913, which has been 
charged to Loan account, is as follows :— 


£ 

Sekondi-Kumasi Railway .. fe 1,818,222 
Tarquah-Prestea-Broomassie Railway es 135,000 
Accra-Akwapim Railway .. ae ae 300,000 
Accra Harbour Works ae a 158,000 
Sekondi Harbour Works .. os % 135,210 
Accra Water Works. . Ke er ne 200,000 
Sekondi Water Works BM he sf 62,328 

£2,803,760 


The expenditure for the year 1913 includes charges in respect of 
loan works which are being completed from current revenue and 
surplus balances as follows :— 


£ 
Accra Harbour Works a tt BA 20,650 
Accra Water Works. . As ee se 18,819 
Accra-Akwapim Railway .. ad wa 16,211 
Komfrodua Railway Extension .. es 40,072 


Assets and Liabilities. 

The excess of assets over liabilities on the Ist January, 1913, was 
£939,568. At the close of the year this excess had been reduced to 
£887,843, the difference, £51,725, representing the excess of the 
expenditure over the revenue for the year. 

The value of the railway stores at the close of the year was £45,070. 
The value of the Public Works unallocated stores was £13,524 and 
the Posts and Telegraph unallocated stores £3,993. 


Public Debt. 


On the ist January, 1913, the Public Debt of the Colony amounted 
to £2,469,118. At the end of the year it had been reduced to 
£2,449,118, the difference (£20,000) being repayments to the Imperial 
Government during the year. 

The amount on the 31st December, 1913, standing to the credit 
of the Sinking Fund for the redemption of the funded portion of the 
Public Debt was £128,211, as against £102,699, at the end of 1912, 
£21,280 having been contributed from general revenue during the 
year, and £4,232 being the interest on investments 


Currency. 

British gold and silver coins, and British West African silver coins 
(which were introduced into West Africa in June, 1913), are legal 
tender to any amount, and British bronze coins and British West 
African nickel coins up to one shilling throughout the Colony and its 
Dependencies. There are, however, practically no gold coins in 
circulation, those that are introduced being hoarded and buried by 
the natives, 


8 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Certain French, Spanish and American gold coins are also legal 
tender ; their value is fixed by the Demonetization Ordinance, No. 2 
of 1880. 

No form of bank note is in circulation. Cowries are current, but 
are gradually becoming extinct, owing to the introduction of the 
British West African tenth-of-a-penny nickel coins. 


Municipal Bodies. 


Town Councils have been established in the towns of Accra, Cape 
Coast, and Sekondi under the provisions of the Town Councils 
Ordinance of 1894. 

The Council consists of eight members, of whom four are officials, 
nominated by the Governor, and four are elected by the ratepayers. 
The Governor has power to appoint four members to represent the 
ratepayers if there is no election through the failure of voters to 
nominate. 

The following table shows the revenue and expenditure of the Town 
Councils for the past five years :— 


Revenue. 
1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 
Accra... .. 6,893 6,227 7,446 8,630 9,537 
Sekondi .. .. 8,464 2,830 4,588 4,511 4,734 
Cape Coast .. 2,411 2,206 3,073 3,495 3,890 
Expenditure. 
1909 1910 =: 1911 1912 1913 
Accra... .. 7211 7,702 7,457 8,022 10,637 
Sekondi .. .. 8,367 2,907 3,906 4,769 5,172 
Cape Coast .. 2,236 2,175 2,754 3,349 3,547 





IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports and Exports. 


The value of imports during 1913 (exclusive of the value of free 
goods imported across the inland frontiers) amounted to £4,952,494— 
an increase of £929,172 or 23 per cent. over that for 1912. Of this 
total the value of specie amounted to £1,442,092—an increase of 
£721,114 or 100 per cent. over that for 1912 ; and the value of Govern- 
ment stores amounted to £259,729—an increase of £98,172 or 61 per 
cent. over that for 1912. The total value, therefore, of commercial 
imports (exclusive of specie and free goods imported across the inland 
frontiers) amounted to £3,250,673—an increase of £109,887 or 3 per 
cent. over that for 1912. 

Of commercial imports the value of those on which specific duty 
was paid amounted to £784,068—an increase of £56,015 or about 
8 per cent. as compared with that for 1912; the value of commercial 
imports on which ad valorem duties were paid amounted to £1,744,859— 
an increase of £30,272 or about 2 per cent. as compared with that for 
1912; and the value of commercial goods imported free of duty 
amounted to £579,975—an increase of £6,363 or about 1 per cent, 
as compared with that for 1912. 


GOLD coast, 1913. 
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The increases are principally due, under beef and pork, flour, rice 
and provisions, to the higher standard of living and to the abandon- 
ment in certain districts of the cultivation of foodstuffs in favour 
of the cultivation of cocoa ; under building materials, furniture, hard- 
ware and lumber, to increased importation for Government public 
works ; under carriages and carts, which terms include motor vehicles, 
to the success of mechanical transport ; under manufactured tobacco, 
to the growing popularity of cigarettes ; under woollen and cotton 
goods, to the adoption of European dress and the higher purchasing 
power of the people. 

The decreases are attributed, under wearing apparel, to importation 
by parcel posts, and to importation of piece goods which are made 
up locally ; under silk goods, to importation by parcel post ; under 
rum, to imports in 1912 remaining in bond over the end of the year. 

The total value of the imports for the five years from 1909 to 1913 
was as follows :— 


£ 
1909 as i i 2,394,412 
1910 Be an Re 3,439,831 
1911 an ai ae 3,784,260 
1912 es 2 oe 4,023,322 
1913 4,952,494 


General Features of Import Trade. 


The United Kingdom contributed 70 per cent. of the total increase 
in imports (exclusive of specie). She contributed the whole, or 
practically the whole, of the increases in ale and porter, building 
materials, beef and pork, coal, furniture, hardware, provisions, soap, 
cigarettes and woollen goods ; and a considerable share of the increases 
in carriages and carts, cotton goods, lumber, railway plant, sugar, 
and rice. Her position seems to have improved at the expense of 
her rivals in brassware and copperware, bread and biscuits, coopers’ 
stores, gunpowder and guns and pistols. Her gain, however, is not 
so great as would appear from the statistics, for a considerable pro- 
portion of these imports are to be credited ultimately to American 
or other foreign origin. On the whole, however, it would appear 
that, if the position of the British manufacturer has not greatly 
improved, it has not seriously suffered. : 

Germany contributed over 3 per cent. of the total increase in 
imports during the year. Her most notable increases were in bread 
and biscuits, carriages and carts, cotton, hardware, provisions, rice 
and sugar, her decreases were in wearing apparel, beads, building 
materials, gunpowder, machinery, woollen goods and wines. 

The United States of America contributed eleven per cent. of the 
total increase in imports. Her principal increases were in carriages 
and carts, flour, furniture, and unmanufactured tobacco, while her 
decreases were under rum, and kerosene oil. The position of the United 
States in the markets of the Colony is, however, much stronger than 
the statistics indicate. Not only does she contribute practically 
all the flour, rum, kerosene oil, and unmanufactured tobacco imported 
into the Colony, but also a considerable proportion of the motor 
lorries, hardware and lumber shown as imported from the United 
Kingdom and other countries. 
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Holland contributed 3 per cent. of the increases in imports. Her 
principal increases were in gin, machinery, railway plant, and cotton ; 
her decreases were in hardware, brassware, copperware, and rice. 

) 


Exports. 


The value of exports by sea during 1913 amounted to £5,427,106— 
an increase of £1,119,304, or 26 per cent., as compared with 1912. 
Deducting total value of specie (£403,458) and Government exports 
(£2), the value of commercial exports amounted to £5,023,646—an 
increase of £1,019,362, or 25 per cent., over the figures for 1912. 


The following is a comparative table of the quantities and value of 
the principal articles of export for the years 1912 and 1913 :— 





1912. | 1913. | 














: , i | In- j De- 
Article. | | | i | crease. \crease. 
| Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. | | 
i u ! 
| I £ £ £ £ 
Cocoa... Ibs.'86,568,481 1,642,733 /113,239,980 2,489,218 846,488 | — 
Kola Nuts... ..| 7,133,165 | 134,231] 7,024,868; 144,705 10,474 — 
Copra .. ..tons 620 11,841 629 | 14,292: 2,451) — 
Gold and Gold | | 
Dust .. ..0zs.| 377,659 {1,439,268 422,602 1,626,003 |186,735 | — 
Auriferous By- } ! | 
Products .. ..} 160,024 | 31,392 148,935, 30,107, — = 1,285 
Lumber sup. ft. canes i 
(Native Timber)|23,573,651 | 228,745 | $7,391,848; 366,094 137,349 — 
Palm Kernels. . tons| 14,628 | 205,365 9,744 I 159,128 |  — 46,237 
Palm Oil.. galls.| 1,444,432} 112,885 860,165 | 65,652 — 147,235 
Rubber ., .. Ibs.| 1,990,699] 168,729] 1,317,369 87,915; — (80,814 
i i | 





The increase in cocoa was due to the fact that a greater number ot 
farms had come into bearing, principally in Ashanti and in the Central 
Province of the Colony, and also to the fact that the season 1912-1913 
being late, a large proportion of the crop was shipped in 1913. 


There was a decrease in the quantity of kola, but an increase in 
the value. The decrease in considered to be without special signifi- 
cance. The higher value is accounted for by the imposition of an 
import duty in Nigeria towards the end of 1912. 

The exports of gold and lumber are the highest yet recorded. With 
regard to the former, though fewer mines were working more stamps 
were running. The lumber industry was assisted by the heavy 
floods during July and August in the Ancobra and Tano Rivers. 


The fall in the exports of rubber, palm oil, and kernels is due to 
the fact that at the present moment cocoa farming is far more profit- 
able and far less laborious than the oil or rubber industries. 

The total value of the exports for the five years, 1909-1913, is 
as follows :— £ 


1909 os be Oe 2,655,573 
1910 ie oe as 2,697,706 
1911 we ee ee 3,792,454 
1912 Me oe as 4,307,802 


1913 oe its a 5,427,106 
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General Features of Export Trade. 


The total value of all shipments (exclusive of specie) to the United 
Kingdom in 1913 amounted to £3,416,637—an increase of £739,062, 
or 27 per cent., as compared with 1912. 


The value of goods shipped to Germany during the year amounted 
to £899,468—an increase of £168,346, or 23 per cent., over that for 
1912. The principal increases were in cocoa and timber, and the 
decreases were in palm products. 


The shipments to France were valued at £455,583—an increase 
of £71,364, or 18 per cent., over those for 1912. These shipments 
show increases in cocoa, copra, and palm kernels, and a decrease in 
palm oil. 


The only important commodity shown as having been shipped 
to the United States is timber (mahogany). Most of the timber, 
however, and a large proportion of the cocoa finds its way eventually 
to the American markets. 


Nigeria, as usual, took practically the whole of the kola nuts 
exported from this Colony. 


Total Trade. 


The total value of the sea-borne trade of the Colony in 1913 (including 
expenses on specie) was £10,370,103—an increase of £2,055,895, or 
25 per cent., as compared with that for 1912. Adding the value of 
dutiable goods imported across the eastern frontier, the total trade 
of the Colony is increased to £10,392,219, or £2,054,977 in excess of 
the corrésponding figure for 1912. 


Deducting the value of the exports and imports of specie (£1,858, 169) 
and of Government stores (£259,729) the value of the mercantile 
trade of the Colony was £8,252,206—an increase of £1,047,126, or 
14 per cent., over that for 1912. In addition to this, a considerable 
trade in free goods, principally cattle, sheep, goats, dried fish and 
native foodstuffs, is carried on across the inland frontiers. 


The principal ports in the Colony are :— 


1913. 
Value of Imports. Value of Exports. 
£ £ 
Sekondi .. Be 1,923,166 ee 2,342,192 
Accra... i 1,598,178 oe 1,526,310 
Addah .. a 324,787 as 847,285 
Winnebah a 234,864 = 332,201 
Saltpond is 178,419 Ar 233,679 
Axim... as 119,382 re 265,746 
Cape Coast ae 134,999 oe 93,635 
ppam.. 57,004 . 88,062 


Half Assinie .. 51,864 he 56,840 
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Preventive Service. 


The Preventive Service was maintained during the year on the 
Volta, south eastern frontier, north eastern frontier, and western 
frontier as far north as Debisu and was divided into seven sections, 
each in charge of a supervisor. In addition, two Inspectors were 
maintained on the Volta and western frontier. The native staff 
consisted of 482 officers and men of various grades. The expenditure 
on the Service during the year amounted to £21,884, and the revenue 
amounted to £6,280. 

The influence of the officers and men of the Preventive Service is 
not, however, confined to the prevention of smuggling ; they “ show 
the flag” and maintain the peace of outlying and rarely visited 
portions of the Colony, and, noticeably along the Volta River, have 
improved the sanitation of the riverside villages. 





Mining. 

The value of the gold produced in 1913 amounted to £1,648,770, 
being an increase of £149,301 as compared with that for 1912. 

Of the total amount produced, 378,819 ounces were obtained by 
mining, and 9,307 ounces by dredging. 

The increase in the Colony amounted to £192,105, while Ashanti 
showed a decrease of £42,804. 

The following statement shows the value of gold produced by the 
various mining companies during the year, as compared with the pre- 
vious year :— 














Name of Company. 1912 1913 
Gold Coast Colony. £ £ 

Abbontiakoon Mines, Ltd. .. es a 78,775 . 236,570 
Abosso Gold Mining Co., Ltd. 188,155 169,835 
Ankobra Exploration and Dredging Co., Ltd” 16,055 13,006 
Asiakwa Alluvial Syndicate, Ltd... —_— 461 
Akoko Gold Mines and Estates, Ltd. igs 3,773 3,801 
Cinnamon Bippo Co., Lid. .. aye Me — | 4,491 
Bibiani .. Me a oh 83,949 39,236 
Broomassie Mines, Ltd. 4s as Re 131,400 133,483 
Fura Dredging Co., Ltd. a a An 5,270 580 
Prestea Block A., Lid. 297,128 | 387,605 
Tarquah Mining and Exploration Co., Ltd. 168,769 | 170,464 

Tarkwa Banket Mining se yngicaten Ltd. ioe 1,294 — 

Tarkwa Banket West, Ltd. .. 3 fe 2,102 | —_ 
West African Trust, Ltd. (Sefwhi) .. ae 4,905 | 13,549 
North-West African Mining Co., Ltd. ae _ | 600 
Total.. .. | £981,576 | 1,173,682 

Ashanti. | 

Ashanti Goldfields Corporation, Ltd. a 486,211 449,599 
Ashanti Rivers and Concessions, Ltd. wee 9,618 1,389 
Ofin River Gold Estate, Ltd... ‘ss Ge 22,064 24,101 


Total for Gold Coast and Ashanti.. | £1,499,469 1,648,770 
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On the Tarquah conglomerate mines 268,127 tons were crushed, 
and produced 136,944°09 ounces, this being an extraction of 10:21 
dwts. per ton of 2,000 lbs.; from the quartz mines the crushing of 
445,511 tons produced 241,824-81 ounces, being an extraction of 
10°86 dwts. per ton. 


The various dredging companies treated 1,871,419 yards of alluvium, 
with a production of 9307:10 ounces of fine gold, an average of 2°39 
grains per cubic yard treated. 


The average number of labourers employed daily by the mining 
and dredging companies throughout the year was 15,658, as against 
17,633 in 1912. The decrease may be attributed to the closing of a 
certain number of mines and to the fact that less labour was employed 
on the surface works. 


Three prospecting licences were granted in Ashanti and the Colony 
during the year; and fifteen certificates of validity for mining con- 
cessions were issued. 


There were eight prosecutions for contravention of the Mining 
Rules, the fines inflicted by the Court amounting to £16 10s. Od. 


Agriculture. 


The fortunes of the majority of the inhabitants of the Colony proper 
and of a large number of those in Ashanti are bound up with the 
prosperity of the cocoa industry. 


The Director of Agriculture is able to report that there has been a 
marked improvement in the quality of the cocoa during 1913, and 
that there is keen competition to obtain selected pods of the Cundeamor 
variety, which has proved so successful at the Botanical Gardens. 
The native farmer fully appreciates the difference between this 
variety and the ordinary bean. 


On the other hand, fungoid and insect pests have made their appear- 
ance and there is considerable difficulty in organising an effective 
campaign against them. With abundant forest land and a sparse 
population the native farmer finds it less trouble and perhaps less 
expense to abandon his farm and make a fresh clearing than to endea- 
vour to eradicate disease ; moreover, the farmer often has a larger 
area under cultivation than he with his family can properly manage, 
and his farm falls an easy prey to the pests. The system of close 
planting, 500 to 800 trees to the acre, encourages disease, but it is 
not an easy matter to convince the farmer that as large a crop and 
healthier trees would result from more open planting. 


The staff of the Agricultural Department has been engaged on 
instructional work at headquarters and on the farms. A scheme 
for training as local cocoa inspectors persons nominated by the chiefs 
has been started, but it is too early to say whether any practical 
improvement will result. 


Attention has been given to the copra industry in some of the coast 
towns, and an extension of this industry may restore the importance 
of the coast towns, which have suffered from the development of 
the cocoa industry in the interior. 
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_ The palm oil and rubber industries, with the present prices ruling 
in Europe, cannot compete with the cocoa industry. 


In the Northern Territories attention has been paid to improving 
the breed of cattle, and, with the co-operation of the Cotton Growing 
Association, to the development of a cotton-growing industry. About 
17,000 lbs. of cotton seed were distributed during the year. 


Forestry. 


During the year a large proportion of the forests in the Colony and 
Ashanti were inspected by the officers of the Forestry Department, 
and a summary of the reports of such inspections was published in 
the GazerTe. 


There are three forest reserves in Ashanti, viz., the “ Prah-Anum,” 
the “ Obogu” and the “ Kumawu-Agogo.” These were inspected 
during the year, and experimental nurseries of teak from Burmah 
were made in each of the three reserves, while nurseries of Dalborgia 
Sissco from India were made in the two former only. At the end of 
the year it was found that the germination of teak was, on the whole, 
poor ; the Dalborgia Sissco had, however, done well. 


Imperial Institute. 


The following reports were furnished by the Imperial Institute 
to the Government of the Gold Coast as the result of investigations 
conducted in the Scientific and Technical Department, supplemented 
when necessary by reference to commercial experts. 


Cotton. Nine samples of cotton grown at the Tamale Agricultural 
Station during the season 1912-13 showed considerable irregularity 
in the length and strength of the fibres; they were valued at prices 
ranging from 6d. to 74d. per lb., with “ middling ” American cotton 
at 7d. per lb. 


A specimen of indigenous cotton from the Gambaga District of the 
Northern Territories was rather coarse and harsh, but it was of promis- 
ing quality and was valued at 4d. to 1d. in advance of “ middling ” 
American cotton, the current value of which was 6°67d. per Ib. 


Oilseeds. Three samples of the air-dried seeds of Pentadesma 
butyracea, containing from 11:3 to 13:8 per cent. of moisture, yielded 
only 7:0, 12°6 and 11-4 per cent. of fat respectively. Such seeds would 
be useless for export to Europe. It is possible, however, that seeds 
from fruits allowed to ripen thoroughly on the trees would contain a 
higher percentage of fat, as a sample of P. butyracea seeds from Southern 
Nigeria examined at the Imperial Institute yielded 40 per cent. of 
fat and was valued at from £8 to £10 per ton in the United Kingdom. 
It was suggested in the report that, if the seeds could be profitably 
shipped from the Gold Coast in commercial quantities at this price, 
a sample of carefully dried seeds obtained from ripe fruits should be 
forwarded to the Imperial Institute for further examination, with 
a view to ascertaining whether Pentadesma seeds rich enough in fat 
to be worth exporting are obtainable in the Gold Coast. 


16 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Tobacco. Samples of tobacco grown by the Chief of Obenemase 
and at the Kumasi Agricultural Station were of promising character, 
though not very suitable for sale in the United Kingdom. The tobacco 
burnt well, and could no doubt be improved by further cultivation. 
It was suggested that the experiments should be continued with a 
view to improving the quality of the tobacco, and that further speci- 
mens should be submitted for examination. 

“ Kplen” (Salacia sp.). A sample of the plant known as “ Kplen,” 
which yields a gutta-like product, was forwarded to the Imperial 
Institute in continuation of a previous enquiry, and was identified 
at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, as probably Salacia baumannii, 
Loes. 


Commercial Enquiries. 


Information was furnished to enquirers in the United Kingdom 
regarding various Gold Coast products, including cotton, cocoa, 
Monodora myristica seed and Pentadesma butyracea kernels. 

Bulletin of the Imperial Institute. During the year articles were 
published in the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute relating to the 
following Gold Coast products :—Cotton, divi-divi pods (Cesalpinia 
coriaria), Pentadesma butyracea fruits and kernels, oil palm products, 
and funtumia and hevea rubbers. 


Lands. 


The bulk of land in the Colony belongs to the tribal “ Stools,” and, 
theoretically, there is no land without an owner. The general principle 
is that all the land within the recognised territory of a “Stool” is 
the property of that “ Stool.” 

The Crown possesses no waste lands in the Colony, but certain 
lands have been acquired by the Government from time to time, 
mostly under the Public Lands Ordinance, 1876, and the Railway 
Ordinance, 1898, which legalise compulsory acquisition for the services 
of the Colony on payment of reasonable compensation. 

The validity of concessions is enquired into by the Supreme Court 
under the provisions of the Concessions Ordinance, 1900. The Court 
enquires whether the grantors are the native owners of the land; 
whether the area falls within the prescribed limit of 5 square miles 
for a mining concession and 20 square miles for other concessions ; 
whether the prescribed term of 99 years is exceeded ; whether the con- 
sideration is adequate ; and whether the statutory rights reserved 
to the natives are included in the deed. A survey and demarcation 
of boundaries by the Survey Department is then ordered, and when 
it is completed a certificate of validity giving the lessee an inde- 
feasible title, subject to the observance of his covenants, is issued by 
the Court. In the certificate are contained such modifications of the 
deed as the Court may impose to bring it within statutory requirements 
and to render it a transaction fair and equitable to both parties. The 
rent from certified concessions is paid to the native grantors through 
the Government. Concessions granted solely for purposes of planta- 
tions of rubber and other products may be exempted from the operation 
of the Ordinance, whilst the concessions to acquire mineral oil are 
held subject to the Government right of pre-emption of the oil under 
Ordinance No. 15 of 1907. 
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Shipping. 
The following table shows the number and tonnage of steam vessels 


(distinguishing their nationality) which entered the ports of the Colony 
during the years 1912 and 1913. Steamers entering the ports of the 

















Colony stay for a day or two only, so that for all practical purposes 
the number of vessels entered may also be taken as the number 
cleared :— 
1912. 1913. 
Nationality. | No. | Tons. No. | Tons. 
British as 398 | 827,390 403 907,065 
German Wie 223 500,998 229 499,672 
French i 64 118,951 55 99,084 
Belgian ie 1 1,167 _ _ 
Norwegian .. — _- 1 864 
U.S.A. Ze _ _- 1 2,288 
Ttalian ay —_ _— 2 3,776 
Danish he _— _— 1 2,448 
The increases and decreases do not call for special comment. 
One Norwegian sailing vessel of 851 tons entered during the year. 
as compared with one of 958 tons entered in 1912. 





The following table shows the total shipping “inwards” for the 
five years 1909-1913. For the reason mentioned the shipping “ out- 
wards ” is not given :— 

Steam Vessels. 


Year. No. Tons. 

1909 ie 4 647 2) ue 1,260,417 
1910 a ae 675 ay Be 1,304,703 
1911 ms oe 665 es aa 1,348,401 
1912 i oe 686 es a 1,448,506 
1913 8 i 692 oF ag 1,515,197 


Year. No. Tons. 
1909 i 24 3 3 es 1,749 
1910 € 4 3,240 
1911 1 1,000 
1912 1 958 
1913 1 851 


The mail steamers of the African Steam Ship Company and the 
British and African Steam Navigation Company, which are both under 
the management of Messrs. Elder Dempster & Company, leave 
Liverpool every Wednesday for Sekondi and Accra, the schedule 
time being fourteen days. Homewards, the mail steamers leave Accra 
every Thursday and are due to arrive at Plymouth in fourteen days. 
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The same Companies also provide four services of cargo boats from 
Liverpool to the Gold Coast, viz., River Service No. 1, River Service 
No. 2, Gold Coast Service and Windward Service. 

The steamers of River Services Nos. 1 and 2 leave every alternate 
Saturday and call at Sekondi and Accra, the port of Axim being 
touched at, in addition, on the homeward journey. 

The steamers of the Gold Coast Service leave on alternate Thursdays 
and call at Axim, Cape Coast, Saltpond, Winnebah, Appam and Addah, 
calling on the homeward journey at Addah, Pram Pram, Accra, 
Winnebah, Appam, Saltpond, Cape Coast, Sekondi, Axim. 

The boats of the Windward Service leave on the other alternate 
Thursdays and call at Half Assinie and Elmina, calling on the home- 
ward journey at Chama, Sekondi, Adjuah, Dixcove, Axim, Half 
Assinie. 

Steamers also leave Liverpool every fourth week for the south 
west coast of Africa. These call at Accra only on the outward and 
homeward journeys. 

Steamers—British and German alternately—leave New York at 
the end of every three months, beginning with April, for Sekondi, 
Accra, Addah and Quittah, and on the homeward journey they call 
at Axim, and then only if inducement offers. 

Steamers—British and German alternately—also leave New York 
at the end of each three months, beginning with May, and call at Axim, 
Sekondi, Cape Coas tCastle, Saltpond, Winnebah and Accra on the 
outward journey, and at Sekondi and Axim only on the homeward 
journey. 

Steamers of the “Creek Service” leave Hamburg every fortnight 
for Axim, Sekondi, Cape Coast, Saltpond, Appam, Winnebah, 
Accra and Addah, and call at those ports on the homeward journey. 

Steamers leave London every third week for Axim, Sekondi and 
Accra, but will call both on the outward and homeward journeys at 
other ports as inducements offer. 

The cargo service takes from thirty-two to thirty-four days to Accra. 

The rates of fares from Liverpool by these lines are £28 12s. (first 
class) and £20 7s, (second class), £12 2s. (third class) for all ports as 
far as Winnebah, and £29 14s., £21 9s. and £12 13s. respectively to 
Accra and eastward ports. 


The Woermann Line runs two mail steamers monthly from Hamburg, 
calling at Dover on the 11th and 26th of each month, with passengers 
and mails for Sekondi and Accra. The boats call homewards at 
the same ports on the 14th and 29th of each month and disembark 
passengers at Southampton. The passenger fares are the same as 
on the Elder, Dempster steamers, and the duration of the voyage 
is fifteen days. Cargo services of the Woermann, Hamburg-Amerika, 
and Hamburg-Bremen-Afrika lines leave Hamburg for the Gold 
Coast ports on the 12th, 16th and 30th of each month. 


The Chargeurs Reunis run a monthly service to the Gold Coast, 
sailing from Dunkirk on the 5th of each month. One passenger boat 
monthly calls at Accra on the voyage. 
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TI.—LEGISLATION. 


Nineteen Ordinances were passed by the Legislative Council during 
the year under review, of which the following are the most important :— 


No. 5 of 1913.—To regulate the employment of labourers for ser- 
vice outside the Colony. 


No. 10 of 1913.—Making provision as to the grant of exclusive 
tights for the extraction by machinery of oil from palm fruits. 


Hight Ashanti and seven Northern Territories Ordinances were 
enacted by the Governor. Of the Ashanti Ordinances two were 
passed to regulate motor traffic in the dependency ; there was one 
amendment of the Commissioners’ Ordinance and five of the Admini- 
stration Ordinance. Of the Northern Tervitories Ordinances, one was 
passed applying the Official Secrets Act, 1911, to the Protectorate 
and one to give validity to certain trials held by the Provincial Com- 
missioner of the North Western Province ; there was one amendment 
of the Commissioners’ Ordinance and four of the Administration 
Ordinance. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


The number of schools on the inspection list for 1913, excluding 
eleven Government Schools, was 145. 


The following table shows the number of pupils on the roll and the 
average attendance during 1913 :— 





No. of Number Average 
Schools. on Roll. Attendance. 
A.M.E.Z. Mission a 4 498 343 
Basel Mission .. tc 64 5,752 4,807 
Bremen Mission ne 15 1,614 1,368 
Church of England Mission a 286 163 
Government .. os ll 2,098 1,513 
Roman Catholic Mission 27 2,358 1,729 
Wesleyan Mission aa 31 5,952 3,941 
8.P.G. Grammar School, 
Cape Coast .. me 1 51 30 
156 18,609 13,894 








During the past few years the increase in the average attendance 
has not been in proportion to the increase in the number on the roll. 
This is principally due to the scarcity of labour throughout the Colony 
and the ease w:th which boys can obtain casual employment, and thus 
earn money while they are attending school. This is especially 
noticeable in the large coast towns. 


In the cocoa districts the attendance suffers during the cocoa 
season and in some cases it has been found necessary to arrange the 
holidays to coincide with the busiest period of the season. 


20 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL, 


The following statement shows the number of pupils in each class 
in the Government and Assisted Schools :— 


Infants and Substandards. 





Boys Se ed va 8,257 

Girls a e .. 2,549 — 10,806 
Standard I. 

Boys my se .» 1,705 

Girls a ts re 337 2,042 
Standard II. 

Boys fy os .» 1,390 

Girls we ee mac 217 0 — 1,607 
Standard ITI. 

Boys a Ss »» 1,254 

Girls bs - 2 128 = — 1,392 
Standard IV. 

Boys Ag = bay 1,007 

Girls ee Ne an 52 _ 1,059 
Standard V. 

Boys a wd SS 763 

Girls ta er re 280 =— 791 
Standard VI. 

Boys e . 2 507 

Girls ny! Ke » 9 _ 516 
Standard VII. 

Boys... a i 338 

Girls 23 os ae 7 — 345 

Secondary Pupils me ise _ 51 





Total 18,609 





There is no objection to female education as such, but there are 
few opportunities of employment for educated women. As will be 
seen from the foregoing table very few of the girls remain long at 
school ; at an early age they attend markets and engage in household 
duties, while much of the unskilled labour, carrying, etc., is done by 
women and girls. : 

The assisted schools were awarded grants in aid amounting to 
£8,864, a decrease of £489 compared with 1912. The decrease is 
accounted for by the fact that there were fewer claims for grants in 
respect of buildings and furniture. The grants for proficiency show 
an increase. Of the 145 schools two failed to obtain grants. 
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The income of the assisted schools from grants, subscriptions and 
other sources amounted to £16,973, and the expenditure to £16,646. 
The amount of school fees was £1,825, as compared with £1,742 in 
1912. 

The available returns show that there are 229 non-assisted schools 
supported by the various Missions, with a total enrolment of 7,208. 

There is a Government Training Institution at Accra, and two 
institutions at Abetifi and Akropong conducted by the Basel Mission. 
There is considerable difficulty in obtaining teachers, owing to the 
inducements offered by the Government clerical service and the 
mercantile firms. The number of pupils admitted to the Accra 
Technical and Industrial School during the year was 21; the number 
in residence at the end of the year was 45. The amount realised 
by the sale of articles made in the school was £115, as against £71 
in 1912. 

There is only one secondary school in receipt of a grant in aid, the 
8.P.G. Grammar School at Cape Coast. The Wesleyan Secondary 
School at Cape Coast and the Accra Grammar School are not on the 
assisted list. 

Fifty-six candidates succeeded in obtaining certificates at the courses 
of instruction in agriculture for students and teachers held at the 
Aburi, Assuantsi, Tarquah, and Kumasi Agricultural Stations. 

At the two competitive Civil Service examinations held in 1913, 
which control admissions to clerkships in the Government Service, 100 
candidates obtained passes, being an increase of 48 on the previous 
year. 

The total sum expended by the Government on education in 1913 
amounted to £25,374, an increase of £4,789 over that for 1912. _ Educa- 
tiqn is not compulsory i in the Gold Coast. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Duringythe year 1,179 Kuropeans and 26,661 natives were treated 
in™the hospitals and dispensaries of the Colony, as compared with 
1,004 and 25,964, respectively, in the previous year. 

The following table shows the total number of patients treated 


during 1913 :-— Number of Number of 

: in-patients. out-patients. 
Accra .. at 669 Mi: ae 5,362 
Sekondi ie 606 oe oe 5,039 
Cape Coast .. 178 be ss 3,573 
Axim .. is 133 ate ran 2,123 
Saltpond a =e fo ws 1,031 
Winnebah ... 80 Pre ais 1,133 
Tarquah Go 97 is a 1,654 
Elmina a 22 act on 1,079 
Quittah we 66 s ee 2,033 
Addah Mea 38 os i 1,781 
Akuse.. = 153 We a 991 
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A new hospital for Europeans is now under construction at Accra. 


The present hospital at Accra contains three European and four 
native wards, with seven and twenty beds respectively. 


The hospital at Sekondi contains six European wards, including 
two for convalescents, with a total of sixteen beds, while for native 
patients five wards with twenty-seven beds are provided. 


At Kumasi there is a European hospital with four wards, and 
a native hospital with five wards. The number of patients treated 
at this hospital amounted in 1913 to 50 Europeans, 1,075 native in- 
patients and 6,974 native out-patients. 

European nursing sisters are attached to the Accra, Sekondi*and 
Kumasi hospitals. 

There is a lunatic asylum and a laboratory at Accra, and a special 
sleeping sickness hospital at Anum. 

The number of patients admitted into the lunatic asylum during 
the year amounted to thirty-six males and five females, as compared 
with thirty-six and seven, respectively, in 1912. The number discharged 
as cured was ten males and four females, as against four and one, 
respectively, in 1912. 


The daily average of inmates was 95, the majority of whom are 
classified as dangerous. 


Those who are able to work are employed in the asylum garden. 


Savings Bank. 

The -Post Office Savings Bank continued to show good progress. 
The number of depositors’ accounts remaining open at the end of the 
year was 4,334, as compared with 3,857 on the 3lst December, 1912. 

The value of deposits during the year amounted to £30,061, being 
an increase of £4,614 over that for 1912. The withdrawals amounted 
to £24,257, as compared with £22,476 for the previous year. 

The amount to the credit of the bank on the 31st December, 1913, 
was £45,312, being an increase of £6,736 as compared with 1912. 





VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Police. 


The total strength of the police force of all ranks on the 31st 
December, 1913, was 897, being eight below the authorised strength, 
made up as follows :— 


General Police Cy de x a 532 
Escort Police .. si mes is 237 
Mines Police .. =" ve os a 48 
Railway Police ae i Ae ae 80 
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The European staff was augmented by one Assistant Commissioner 
of Police and one storekeeper and armourer. 


The general police was increased by one sergeant, two corporals, 
two 2nd class constables and seven 3rd class constables; and the 
escort police was increased by two sergeants, five corporals, ten 
2nd class constables and twenty-five 3rd class constables. Tae 
railway police was increased by the appointment of four corporals. 
The strength of the mines police remained unchanged. 


The casualties during the year amounted to 289, as against 237 
in 1912. 


The efficient working of the general police was, as in previous years, 
seriously handicapped by the want of non-commissioned officers and 
constables who could read and write. There was no loss of specie 
or bullion under the charge of the escort police, who earned £748 for 
the conveyance of specie, as compared with £599 in 1912. 


The police dealt with 9,179 cases of crime, a decrease of 1,743 as 
compared with the previous year. Of this number 211 were committed 
for trial, the remainder being dealt with summarily. 6,516 con- 
victions were obtained. In 1,762 cases the accused were acquitted, 
481 cases were withdrawn, and 209 were not proceeded with. 


Prisons, 


The four central prisons of the Colony, in which long sentence 
prisoners are confined, are at Accra, Sekondi, Cape Coast, and 
Elmina, the daily averages of which are 209, 241, 70, and 38 respectively. 


Prisoners whose sentences are less than six months serve their time 
in the smaller gaols at Axim, Sekondi, Tarquah, Saltpond, Winnebah, 
Akuse, Addah, and Quittah. At Obuassi (daily average 48) and 
Kumasi, in Ashanti (daily average 98), prisoners undergo sentences 
up tothree years. Smaller gaols in Ashanti are at Dunkwa, Kintampo, 
Sunyani, and Krachi. 


The number of prisoners in 1913 amounted to 5,358, a decrease 
of 706 as compared with 1912. The daily average of prisoners in 
the Colony and Ashanti was 966, as compared with 1,046 in 1912, 
a decrease of 80. 


The reports on the various prisons show that the discipline main- 
tained was generally satisfactory. There were 84 escapes, as Poneared 
with 51 in 1912. Of the 84, 35 were recaptured. 


Escapes are comparatively easy to effect, owing to the ease with 
which a prisoner can get out of sight in thick bush. The health of 
the prisoners generally was good. 


The total earnings in respect of prison industries and labour amounted 
to £2,345, as compared with £2,528 in 1912, a decrease of £183, which 
is due to the decrease in the number of the prisoners as compared 
with 1912. 
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Criminal Statistics. 


During the year 12,447 offences were reported to the police in the 
Colony, Ashanti and the Northern Territories, as compared with 
13,968 in 1912. 


12,546 persons were apprehended by the police or summoned 
before the Courts, as compared with 14,129 in 1912. 

Of this number 9,466 were convicted, and 3,122 acquitted, as com- 
pared with 11,478 and 2,131, respectively, in 1912. 


The number of convictions in the Supreme Courts of the Colony 
compared with the previous year was as follows :— 


1912. 1913. 
Offences against the person... 46 39 
Offences against eats lou than 
preedial larceny) 16 21 
Other offences .. aA Ba a 24 50 
85 110 


There were 161 acquittals, as compared with 108 in 1912. 


The number of summary convictions was as follows :— 


. 1912, | 1913. 
Offences against the person .. «» 1,041 1,122 
Slave dealing .. 7 1 
Offences against property (other than 

preedial larceny) 1,430 1,475 
Other offences .. oe a .. 6,011 3,976 
8,489 6,574 


There were 2,493 acquittals, as compared with 1,494 in 1912. 


There were 59 convictions in the superior courts of Ashanti, as 
compared with 46 in 1912, and 11 acquittals in 1913, as compared 
with 18 in 1912. 


In the inferior courts of Ashanti there were 2,202 convictions, as 
compared with 2,307 in 1912, and 342 acquittals, as compared with 
409 in 1912. 


In the superior courts of the Northern Territories there were 19 
convictions and 6 acquittals, as compared with 7 and 7, respectively, 
in 1912. 

In the inferior courts of the Northern Territories there were 501 
convictions and 109 acquittals, as compared with 543 and 59, respec- 
tively, in 1912. 
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VII.—MEDICAL. 
Vital Statistics. 

The population of the Gold Coast Colony and its dependencies 
amounted in 1911, at the last census, to 1,503,386. 

The number of Europeans resident in the Colony during the}year 
is given as 2,590, as compared with 2,367 in 1912. 

Among the European population a decrease per thousand of 3°33 
in the death rate and an increase of 1:56 in the invaliding rate are 
recorded. 

An analysis of the death and invaliding statistics is appended :— 















































Number Death | Invalid- 
1912. of Deaths. | Invalided] rate per | ing rate 
Residents 1,000. | per 1,000. 
Officials aie ate 586 8 | 13 13°65 22°18 
Merchants .. i 668 ee | 24 10°47 35°92 
Mining companies .. 953 ll 35 11°54 36°72 
Missions us ne 160 2 | 3 12°50 18°75 
Total .. 2,367 28 15 11.82 31°68 
1913. 
Offcialb .. 740 6 30 8-10 | 40-54 
Merchants .. ae 796 7 43 8°79 54°02 
Mining companies .. 928 5 37 5°38 39°87 
Missions a oe 126 4 2 31°74 15°87 
2,590 22 112 8°49 43°24 
Number Death | Invalid- 
1912. of Deaths. | Invalided) rate per | ing rate 
Residents 1,000. | per 1,000. 
Ee ee al ye ed | eatlaeh oat na 
Colony 7 ea BRI iy Poe 61 13°25 33°68 
Ashanti... 470 | 3 13 6-38 | 27-70 
Northern Territories 86 | 1 1 11:62 11°62 
| | | 
Total .. | 2,367 | 28 15 12:25 | 31°68 
| i 
Sen ene es ; 
1913. | 
Colony  .. | -2,087 16 95 7-85 | 46-63 
Ashanti e se 433 5 13 11°54 30°02 
Northern Territories 120 1 4 8°33 | 33°33 
| 
2,590 22 112 8°49 | 43-24 
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Death in the case of the six European officials was due in two cases 
to yellow fever, in two to blackwater fever, in one to hyperpyrexia, 
and in one to meningitis. 


There were eleven cases of yellow fever amongst Europeans, six of 
which proved fatal. Of the thirty officials invalided, four were for 
malaria, one for blackwater fever, one for neurasthenia, two for 
yellow fever, four for dysentery, and eighteen for various other diseases. 


Of the eighty-two non-officials invalided, nineteen were for malaria, 
thirteen for blackwater fever, seven for dysentery, five for anemia, 
two for gastritis, and thirty-six for various other diseases. 


The number of Europeans coming under treatment was 1,179, as 
compared with 1,004 in 1912. 


No means exist whereby accurate statistics relating to the health 
of natives can be obtained. The returns show that the number of 
attendances for hospital and dispensary treatment was 26,661, or 697 
more than in the previous year. Treatment was given for 2,565 cases 
of malaria, 2,552 of parasitic diseases, and 853 of dysentery. 


In all 49,491 cases of disease were treated during 1913, of which 
264 proved fatal, the figures for 1912 being 46,234 and 257 respectively. 


With the exception of an outbreak of small-pox in the Hastern 
Province of the Colony, in which 108 cases were treated (eighteen 
terminating fatally), the Gold Coast and its dependencies were free 
from any serious outbreak of epidemic disease during the year. 


The number of successful vaccinations performed during the year 
was 16,436, as compared with 23,232 in 1912. There is no record of 
the total number performed. 


Sixty-one cases of sleeping sickness were reported during the year, 
fifteen of which terminated fatally. 


Twenty cases of yellow fever were reported, eleven of which were 
Europeans. There were eight deaths—six among Europeans and two 
among natives. 


The following is the rainfall registered at the principal stations 


during the year :— Tnches: 
Accra ne a a 29°18 
Addah a6 me sh 35°37 
Aburi f a ae 58°11 
Quittah an a 23°64 
Cape Coast .. ao oe 31:32 
Sekondi aie wee x 36°53 
Axim oe ae Aas 92°02 
Tarquah lw. ze af 717-39 
Kumasi oe “ ne 55°93 
Kintampo .. of us 78°18 
Sunyani.. fe ee 73°22 


Tamale ae ms " 48°01 
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Sanitation. 


The sanitary conditions of the Colony, Ashanti and the Northern 
Territories show generally an improvement, especially in the more 
populous centres. 

A sum of £27,807 was spent by the Public Works Department on 
sanitary improvements during the year. In addition to other sanitary 
works 12,861,215 square yards of vegetation were cleared ; 607 pools 
or excavations were filled ; 265,701 square yards of marsh land were 
filled and drained, and 4,771 drains and 16,289 pools were treated 
with crude petroleum. 

The sum of £36,854 was expended under the head of sanitation. 

£3,204 was spent during the year on sleeping sickness preventive 
measures, and £1,552 on yellow fever preventive measures. 

During the year 5,754 persons were prosecuted for offences against 
the sanitary laws and regulations, and 5,536 convictions were obtained. 


VII—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


The business dealt with by the Department during the year, as 
compared with the previous year, is as follows :— 


1912. 1913. 

Sale of stamps for postal purposes £12,569 £12,872 
Letters and postcards received and 

despatched ss a Ge 5,061,059 5,080,314 
Registered articles .. ae ie 473,758 452,207 
Parcels Ae Ps ae ih 75,896 96,175 
Money Orders (Value) Pe a7 £47,953 £50,726 
Postal Orders (Value) a A £164,923 £190,510 
Postal Orders (Number) .. + 232,934 264,737 
Telegrams, Private .. A a6 190,235 212,287 
Telegrams, Official .. ae a 80,055 71,869 


The Department collected £13,603 in respect of duties levied on 
parcels as compared with £11,839 in 1912. 

The total number of telegraph offices open to the public in the Colony, 
Ashanti, and the Northern Territories is 43, with a length of wire 
of 1,501 miles. One office was closed during the year. 

There is a wireless telegraph station at Accra. 

There are telephone exchanges at Accra, Sekondi, Tarquah and 
Dedowah, that at Cape Coast having been closed. The public sub- 
scribe for 70 of the 159 telephones in connection at the four exchanges. 





IX._RAILWAYS AND ROADS. 


The total capital account on the 31st December, 1913, stood at 
£2,550,008. Five large engines at a cost of £17,557, and a considerable 
amount of rolling stock at a cost of £40,408 were added during the 
year, and but for their timely arrival in the Colony the heavy traffic 
during the cocoa season, from October onwards, could not have been 
promptly handled. 
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Orders for a considerable quantity of additional rolling stock and 
engines were placed during the year, to be delivered in 1914. 


The excavation and levelling of the site for the new locomotive 
shops and general stores at Sekondi was well advanced during the 
year. 


Work on the extension on the Accra Railway from Mangoase to 
Komfrodua (13 miles) was vigorously carried on during the last seven 
months of the year. It is expected that the new line will be ready 
for public traffic early in 1915. 


The gross revenue for the year amounted to £360,592, an increase 
of £45,219 over the previous year. The Accra Railway, the result 
of whose working for a complete year by the Government is shown 
for the first time, contributed £84,914 to the above figure. 


The net revenue for the year was £210,637, as compared with 
£194,405 in 1912; the interest earned on the total combined capital 
of £2,550,008 being 8°26 per cent., as against 8°05 per cent. in the 
previous year, 8°98 per cent. in 1911, and 9°01 per cent. in 1910. 


The following is a comparative statement of revenue earned by the 
railway in 1912 and 1913 :— 








1912. 19138. 

Coaching Traffic .. ee a 73,902 90,445 
Goods Traffic a an ae 237,233 263,874 
Sundry Earnings .. wx ee 4,238 6,273 
£315,373 £360,592 








On the Sekondi-Kumasi Railway the passengers carried, as 
compared with 1912, were as follows :— 


1912. 1913. 

Ist Class .. os me be 13,966 10,315 
Qnd Class .. ie aa an 11,353 13,548 
8rd Class .. a sh ss 512,723 476,031 
538,042 499,894 


Although the total number carried in 1913 was 38,148 less than the 
number carried in 1912, the receipts were practically the same, viz., 
£56,234 in 1913, and £56,912 in 1912. 


The decrease in the Ist Class (3,651) is not quite accounted for by 
the increase in the 2nd Class (2,195), and the decrease in the 3rd Class 
(36,692) is attributed to the closing down of some of the smaller mines. 
The fact that the earnings remained nearly stationary is due to the 
fact that longer distances were travelled by the passengers. 


The 3rd Class passenger traffic on the Accra Railway was very 
heavy, and in proportion to the mileage shows far better results 
than the Sekondi Railway. 
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The figures for the year were as follows :— 





No. £ 
Ist Class .. +a a4 we 3,939 1,299 
2nd Class .. on we ae 13,834 2,589 
8rd Class .. ae be - 210,331 19,587 
228,104 £23,475 





The total tonnage and earnings for the two railways were as follows :— 


Tons. Earnings. 
Sekondi Railway ae oie 184,200 £205,661 
Accra Railway ae se 46,837 58,213 
231,037 £263,874 


On the Sekondi Railway the increase in tonnage hauled as com- 
pared with the previous year was 9,351 tons, but owing to the general 
reduction in the tariff which came into force on the Ist July, 1912, the 
revenue earned was £3,932 less. 

There were increases in the carriage of the following articles :— 

' Imports. 

Cotton Goods and Wearing Apparel (431 tons), Kerosene Oil (110 

tons), Provisions (820 tons), and Rice (159 tons). 


Exports. 
Cocoa (2,630 tons), Hides (181 tons), Kola (318 tons) and Mahogany 
(5,819 tons). 
Expenditure. 


The following statement shows the expenditure on open lines as 
compared with the previous year :— 


1912. 1913. 

Maintenance of Way and Works £38,272 £50,374 
Locomotive Expenses .. Wa 53,249 63,213 
Traffic oe ne ses 14,771 19,589 
General Charges .. . e 14,675 16,779 
£120,967 £149,955 


The reasons for this considerable increase (£28,988) are as follows :— 

(a) The figures for 1913 include the working expenses of the 
Accra Railway. 

(6) A heavier mileage was run on the Sekondi Railway to meet 
the expansion of traffic. 

(c) The heavy increase in the cost of imported coal. 

(d) A considerable general increase in the cost of labour. 

(e) An increase in the number of traffic employees in consequence 
of the increased traffic. 
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The percentage of total expenditure to gross earnings on the 
Sekondi line rose from 40°18 in 1912 to 45°47 in 1913, and on the 
Accra line from 24°88 to 28°94. 

The percentage of departmental working expenditure for both lines 
for 1912 and 1913 was as follows :— 

1912 1913 


Seccondee. Accra. Seccondee. Accra. 
Maintenance of Way 


and Works .. .. 31:16 37°26 33°48 34°11 
Locomotive Expenses 44°74 35°32 42°93 38°15 
Traffic rs 11°75 17°59 11°95 18°72 
General Charges »» 12°32 9°83 11-61 9°00 





99°97 100-00 99-97 99°98 





On the Sekondi line £133, and on the Accra line £170, was paid 
in claims for lost and damaged goods. 


Six fatal and nine non-fatal personal accidents occurred on the 
railways during 1913, as compared with seven and seventeen respec- 
tively in 1912. 


Roads. 


The main roads of the Colony are constructed and maintained by 
a branch of the Public Works Department. In addition to the main 
toads, 2,098 miles of secondary roads in the Colony have been placed 
under the Roads Ordinance (No. 13 of 1894) and are maintained by 
the native chiefs. 


The chiefs are paid by the Government at rates varying from 
5s. to £1 a mile for the maintenance of these roads. 


The lengths of the principal main roads are as follows :— 


Accra-Dodowa Road... we ah 27 miles. 
Accra-Aburi Road .. .. aS bs 25 (Cy, 
Nsawam-Kibbi Road... A san 36, 
Nsawam-Asamangkese Road .. a 30), 
Winnebah-Nsaba Road .. 33 Bee 25) 
Saltpond-Nsuaem Road .. Ms Si G2 ay; 
Cape Coast-Prahsu Road. 3 at 1300 a3 


The Kumasi-Ejura Road in Ashanti, about 62 miles in length, 
is being constructed by a special department. 
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The total expenditure on Public Works amounted to £257,165, as 
compared with £223,152 in 1912. Annually recurrent works show an 
increase of £9,882 10s.2d. ; new works and buildings of £44,667, and 
roads and bridges of £5,305 11s. 9d. 


A large portion of the expenditure on new works, exclusive of the 
railways, harbours and waterworks, was incurred in providing better 
accommodation for the various public offices, for the housing and 
segregation of the European staff and in sanitary improvements. 
The sum expended on sanitary works amounted to £23,338, and on 
roads to £47,676. 


The works of more general interest included the erection of a work- 
shop for the Technical Training Institution and a seismological station 
at Accra, new lighthouses at Sekondi and Axim, and the establish- 
ment of an entomological laboratory in connection with the Agricultural 
Station at Aburi. 


The principal centres of activity were Accra, Sekondi, Tarquah 
and Kumasi. 


Work was considerably impeded in many parts of the Colony owing 
to the difficulty experienced in obtaining an adequate supply of labour. 


Seccondee Water Works. 


During 1913 progress was not as rapid as was anticipated, owing 
to the fact that the railway to the works:at Inchaban was not com- 
pleted until the last quarter of the year. 


The work of excavating for the sluices of the dam was practically 
finished, and several items of the plant arrived and were erected. 


Accra Water Works. 


Good progress was made on these works during 1913, and at the 
close of that year it was possible to give water to Accra, although 
several features of the scheme were still incomplete. 

The pumping and gravitation mains were finished and the bulk 
of the subsidiary mains in Accra itself were laid. 

The filters were only commenced in January, 1913, but at the close 
of the year were working and capable of giving 100,000 gallons of 
water. 

The service reservoir (covered) was half completed, and 750,000 
gallons of water can be stored there. 

The pump house was commenced in January, the shell completed, 
and the machinery installed. The pumps were running at the end 
of the year. 

Good progress was made on the southern storage reservoir, but 
much work has still to be done before it will be available for use. 


New offices for the staff and for administrative purposes were erected, 
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Accra Harbour Works. 


The extension of the breakwater and other harbour improvements, 
which include a new wharf under the lee of the breakwater, were 
taken in hand during the year. 

The depth of the harbour was maintained by sand pumps, which 
removed 180,000 tons of sand during the year. About the same 
quantity was pumped out last year. 

An examination of the harbour bed was made in order to locate 
the foundations for the new wharf. 

About 26,000 tons of cargo were exported, and about 59,000 tons 
imported at Accra, making a total of 85,000 tons, as compared with 
50,000 tons in 1912. 

The largest quantity of cargo imported in one month was 5,735 
tons in July—when the surf is worse than usual; and the largest 
quantity exported in one month was 5,689 tons, in December. This 
cargo was dealt with in the sheltered area under the lee of the break- 
water, and this quantity could have not been handled had the break- 
water not been in existence. 

The expenditure during the year amounted to £18,812, as compared 
with £12,583 in 1912. 


Sekondi Harbour Works. 


Good progress was made with the breakwater although heavy surfs 
were experienced in the autumn. A length of 185 feet was added to 
the breakwater during 1913, making a total of 540 feet. 

Work on the shipways, which are designed to deal with craft weighing 
up to 75 tons, was commenced. Thirty-six feet of the railway quay 
extension was built, the foundations being built 15 feet in advance 
of the completed part of the extension. 

The expenditure during the year amounted to £26,011, as compared 
with £24,537 in 1912. 





XI—SURVEY DEPARTMENT. 


At the close of 1913 there were only two surveys of concessions 
outstanding, and one of these merely required checking. 

During the year the towns of Obuasi, Mangoase, Komfrodua, Asuya, 
Kokurantumi and Kwanyako were surveyed and the towns of Axim, 
Nsaba, Swedru, Nyakrom and the environs of Komfrodua were com- 
menced, but not completed by the end of 1913. 

The authorised staff of the topographical survey consisted of two 
officers and six men, but for various reasons the staff has never been 
at its full strength. By the end of the year 7,634 square miles of 
detail on the field sheets had been completed and the field work of a 
further 996 square miles had been carried out. Considerable difficulty 
was experienced in obtaining the correct nomenclature of villages. 
Not only have many places three names, frequently in three languages, 
but the names of minor villages depend largely on the name of the 
headman, on whose death the village may or may not change its name. 
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XIL—TRANSPORT. 


The total number of loads dealt with by the Transport Department 
in 1913 was 52,906, at Sekondi 28,478 and at Kumasi 23,428, as 
compared with 48,000 in 1912. 

The carriers (663 in number) attached to the Transport Department 
are all of the Mendi tribe from Sierra Leone, who serve in the Gold 
Coast under contract. The honesty of the carriers and the safety 
of the loads is guaranteed by the system under which a portion of 
their wages is paid into the Savings Bank. In 1913 the deposits 
amounted to £4,500. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
Suitability of Climate for Europeans and Openings 
for White Labour. 

The climate, though hot and damp, is cooler than that of most 
tropical countries situated in similar latitudes. The Gold Coast, 
owing to the prevalence in the past of mosquito-borne diseases, has 
gained for itself an evil reputation, but the steady progress being 
made in tropical medicine and hygiene and the great amount of 
useful work carried out on the spot by the medical and sanitary 
authorities is gradually redeeming its character. 

All Government officials and employees of mercantile firms are 
engaged in the United Kingdom and it is inadvisable for a European 
to come to the Colony to seek employment. 





NATIVE AFFAIRS. 


The Governor’s extensive tours through the Colony and part of 
Ashanti have been an outstanding feature in native affairs during 
the year. The personal interviews and discussions with chiefs in 
their own towns have impressed them with a sense of the share they 
take in the administration and have laid a foundation of confidence 
and goodwill between the local executive officers and the native 
authorities. 

The working of the Native Jurisdiction Ordinance has been highly 
satisfactory, and the principle of it is rarely challenged. Certain 
amendments are found to be desirable and are now under consideration. 
One great asset in the working of this important Ordinance, and, 
indeed, in administration generally, is that the prestige of the chiefs 
has been enhanced, and the position is one which is attracting men 
of good standing and of education. 

Commissions of Enquiry have been held into the affairs of the 
Ankokru, Wassaw and Winnebah Districts. These Commissions are 
of value for the reason that they afford the Executive the opportunity 
of obtaining under formal procedure reliable information concerning 
rival claims to stools or cases of disputed allegiance. Incidentally also 
the reports of the Commissions are interesting for the amount of 
tradition and historical matter that the disputes so often bring to 
light. 
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The Secretary for Native Affairs undertook a tour along the line 
of the projected railway cxtension, and discussed with the chiefs 
the question of the acquisition of land for railway purposes. The 
chiefs unanimously pledged themselves to make free gift of stool land 
for the use of the railway and are genuinely anxious for its extension. 

The King’s peace has lain for a decade over Ashanti and the Northern 
Territories and has begotten a new sense of security and confidence. 

Natives from’ the Northern Territories in large and increasing 
numbers are entering Ashanti and the Colony, working on the cocoa 
farms, on road-making, or as carriers. The Ashanti, like the Akim, 
has his cocoa farm cleared and his crop picked by hired labour, and 
appears to prefer the role of a landlord to that of a peasant proprietor. 





GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The past year has been a prosperous one for the native community, 
and the prosperity has not been confined to a few towns or to a single 
class, but is embracing a large part of the Colony and is extending to 
Ashanti. If optimism is permitted it may be said that this prosperity, 
rapid and comparatively widespread as it has been, is but now touching 
the fringe, and that in the near future, with that ordinary good fortune 
upon which communities as well as individuals may rely, great develop- 
ments may confidently be expected. The material advancement 
which the people are now enjoying is due on the surface in great 
measure to the cocoa industry, but its foundation lies deeper in the 
innate capabilities of the native for agriculture. It is true that the 
native, ignorant of the experience of other countries, gives little heed 
to the pests which threaten his crop, but the qualities which produced 
the cocoa industry can be counted on to assist in its preservation. 

On all sides it is reported that the demand for European provisions, 
European luxuries, and European apparel is large and greatly increas- 
ing. The large imports of tinned provisions, flour, etc., is in part due 
to the scarcity of native food stuffs in certain districts, but there is 
no doubt that the standard of living is changing and is rising. 

There is a general desire not only in the Colony, but in Ashanti, 
for better roads, better houses, cleaner villages, and the desire has 
been prompted by the example of the great sanitary improvement in 
the larger towns. 

It is difficult to discern in what manner the general increase of 
wealth has affected the character of the people. The first flush of 
prosperity rarely skows a community to advantage, and it may be 
too early at the present moment to take stock. It can be observed, 
however, that the people take a growing pride in the institutions and 
traditions of their country, that the chiefs are realising the duties 
and the influence of their position, and that public opinion, among 
the educated classes, at any rate, is beginning to recognise that some 
advance on the ideals and standards of the past must now be demanded. 

Aspanti and the NorrHerN Trrrivories are dealt with fully in 
separate Reports. 





C. H. Harper, 
July 18th, 1914 Acting Colonial Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 


Statement showing the importation of spirits into the Gold Coast 
during the six years ended 31st December, 1913 :— 


35 








Z 
2 ae. gE 
fo | 288/833). £ 
be Pers B oe E sg 
BS Hee |Sesl| 3 ©. 
ei / S85 |-22/ S | Eg 
Year.| 3.5 Baa /845/ ¥ 8s Duty Chargeable. 
Sx CaS |i) 8 pes 
as 80/328] 3 3 
24 peg | oo bl © S 
oe a OH a o 
Bd | hos |aas 5 
“~ |o6s ia} 
i= 
£ £ 
1908 |1,254,120,1,322,218/595,787/138,571/332,043| West of Volta, Jan. to 
3rd Aug., 58.; 4th 
| Aug. to 31st Dee., 
| 5s. 6d. per gal. imp. 
East of Volta, 3s. 74d. 
| | per gal. imp. 
1909 1,177,711 1,144,644/558,519/132,619/298,883) West of Volta, 5s. 6d. 
per gal. imp. 
East of Volta, 3s. 74d. 
per gal. imp. 
1910 |1,581,624:1,459,350/751,969)176,359|384,538, West of Volta, 5s. 6d. 
per gal. imp. 
East of Volta, 3s. 74d. 
per gal. imp. 
1911 |1,559,782)1,611,725/738,714/185,129/421,970| West of Volta, 5s. 6d. 
per gal. imp. 
East of Volta, 3s. 74d. 
| per gal. imp. 
1912 |1,835,204 1,655,842 904,526 220,267|/470,143) West of Volta, 5s. 6d. 
| Hl } per gal. imp. 
East of Volta, 3s. 74d. 
| __per gal. imp. 
1913 |1,762,910)1,769,496/835,780 214,202'502,429. West of Volta, Jan. to 




















Aug. 29th, 5s. 6d., 
30th Aug. to Dec. 
31st, 6s. 3d. per gal. 


imp. 
East of Volta, 3s. 73d. 
per gal. imp. 





COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
Colony, &c. Year. 
Bechuanaland Protectorate 1912-1913 
British Solomon Islands A 
Colonial Survey Committee fe 
Tongan Islands Protectorate 1911-1913 
Swaziland .. te ie 1912-1913 
Imperial Institute .. 1912 
Barbados as 1912-1913 
British Guiana 3 ‘ 
Entomological Research Committee ri 
Southern Nigeria ae na 1912 
Jamaica E 1912-1913 
British Honduras 1912 
Northern Miners se 
Malta . 1912-1913 
Uganda “ 
Mauritius 1912 
Straits Settlements . - 
Trinidad and Tobago : 1912-1913 
East Africa Protectorate .. a8 
Grenada . . oe 1912 
Leeward Islands 1912-1913 
St. Lucia 3 ae 
St. Vincent .. ” 
Bermuda 1912 
Ceylon 
Gibraltar 1913 
St. Helena 35 
Turks and Caicos Islands | , 
Seychelles E Py 
Ceylon 3 
Bermuda ” 
Weibaiwei B 
Gambia ” 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &c. Subject. 





Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland 

Southern Nigeria .. 
Imperial Institute .. 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria 
Ceylon ue 
Imperial Institute .; 
Southern -Nigeria 

; — 





Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1912. 

Mineral Survey. 

Oils, Oilseeds, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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NORTHERN TERRITORIES 


GOLD COAST. 


(For Report for 1912, see No. 765.) 


Tue Actinc GovERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Accra, 


20th July, 1914. 
Sr, 


I have the honour to transmit herewith the Annual Report on 
the Northern Territories for the year 1913, which has been prepared by 
the Chief Commissioner, Captain C. H. Armitage, C.M.G., D.8.0. 


The revenue for the past year amounts to £3,709, an increase of 
£715 as compared with 1912. The expenditure for the same period is 
£82,419, an increase of £3,525. 


The inhabitants of the Protectorate are mainly occupied in 
agriculture, and it is satisfactory to note that the security given by the 
establishment of law and order has stimulated this industry. A 
considerable increase is reported in the cattle trade between the Colony 
and Ashanti and French territory, all of which passes through the 
Northern Territories, while the measures that are being taken by the 
Veterinary Department to improve stock breeding in the Protectorate 
promise to give satisfactory results. Following a period of unusual 
prosperity in 1912, the kola trade seems to have experienced a slight 
set back. Kola is cultivated in Akim and Ashanti and the bulk of 
the trade in this product formerly passed through the Northern 
Territories to the Hausa States in the north. The opening of the 
Baro Kano railway, however, has provided more rapid means of 
transport, and has caused a diversion of the trade, though the route 
through the Northern Territories is still largely used. 
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It is satisfactory to notice that education is winning popularity, 
and the opening of additional schools, 1t is hoped, will be effected so 
soon as the Education Department is in a position to provide the 
necessary staff. ook 


A noteworthy feature is the increase in the number of natives of 
the Northern Territories who seek employment outside the Pro- 
tectorate. A large quantity of the labourers employed on the mines 
and on various public works in the Colony is supplied by the Northern 
Territories ,@vhile: their: services are also utilised by the cocoa planters 
in Akim as well as in Ashanti. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
W.C. F. Ropertson, 


Acting Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
: Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
F ete., etc.,.ete,, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Downing Street, S.W. 
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I.—FINANCIAL. 


Since the abolition of the “‘ Caravan Tolls” from the Ist September, 
1908, the revenue of the Protectorate has become an almost negligible 
quantity. The excellent main roads which traverse the Dependency 
are made use of by the many caravans passing to and from Ashanti 
without payment of any kind, although it may be noted that the - 
removal of the “ Caravan Toll” was at. first regarded by the native 
traders with the greatest dismay, as they considered that the receipt 
that they received on payment of the toll represented a guarantee for 
their free and unmolested passage through the Protectorate. 


In his message addressed by the Governor to the Legislative Council 
when presenting the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the 
year 1914, His Excellency stated that “the published accounts, it 
“should be noted, fail to convey any just idea of the financial position of 
“ Ashanti.” This remark would appear to apply to a lesser extent to 
the Northern Territories. 


The Customs receipts for goods imported for consumption in the 
Northern Territories are credited to the Colony as is the revenue made 
by the Seccondee-Coomassie Railway from the transport of live stock 
which arrives at Coomassie from, or through, the Northern Territories. 


Nor has it been realized how great an amount of labour, without 
which the prosperity of Ashanti, and, to a lesser degree, that of the 
Colony, would be jeopardised, has been, and continues to be, supplied 
to both from this Protectorate. The remarkable growth of the cocoa 
industry in Ashanti is due, in a large measure, to labour supplied from 
the Northern Territories. The Ashanti, never an agriculturalist, is 
only too pleased to pay the native of the Northern Territories from 
Is. to 1s. 3d. per diem, in addition to his food, in exchange for his work 
on the cocoa farms. : 


The prosperity of the firms trading in Coomassie is also attributable 
in part to the purchases made by native traders from this Protectorate, 
the ad valorem duty on which is credited to the revenue of the Colony. 


The nickel coinage of three denominations—one penny, one half- 
penny and one tenth of a penny—introduced into the Protectorate in 
June, 1913, has become exceedingly popular among the natives, and, 
if a sufficient supply were provided, would completely supersede the 
cowrie. 


With regard to this coinage the Provincial Commissioner, North- 
Eastern Province, writes :— 


“Tt is to be regretted that a consignment of only £200 in nickel 
was available during the year for distribution in the Province. This 
coinage is extremely popular, and as soon as it was known that it had 
arrived there was an immediate demand far in excess of the supply. 
Its extreme popularity may be evidenced by the fact that it is never 
paid back into the Treasury in the shape of court fines and fees, 
as was the case with the copper coinage, which invariably. was returned 
almost as soon as issued.” 
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ComPaRATIVE STATEMENT OF REVENUE FROM NorTHERN TERRITORIES 
Durine Tap YEAR 1913, aS COMPARED WITH THE PREVIOUS YEAR, 1912. 


























Head X. 1912 1913 |Increase| Decrease 
Revenue from N.T. £ £ £ £ 
Licences, Firearms and Ammunition 390 512 122 as 
Licences, Hunting .. a 47 30 _— 17 
Licences, Spirit (for Europeans) ts 10 10 = ae 
Licences, Wine and Beer .. ie 5 10 5 = 
Court Fines and Fees 415 372 _ 43 
Fees, Market and Slaughter House 452 404 — 48 
Rents from Government Lands .. 24 19 — 5 
Sale ofLiveStock .. oe a 50 33 _— 17 
Sale of Stamps, &c. .. “a ne 438 190 oes 248 
Ferry Tolls .. ae aa er 987 1,958 971 — 
Miscellaneous Sig is a 176 171 = 5 
2,994 3,709 1,098 383 
Increase .. £1,098 0 0 
Decrease .. 383 0 0 
Net Increase .. £715 0 0 





CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE CHARGED AGAINST THE 
Nortaern Trerrirories During THE YEAR 1913, as ComPARED 
WITH THE Previous Year, 1912. 











Head 1912 1913 | Increase \Decrease 
£ £ £ £ 
Printing os ae he +-| 1,684 1,670 86 _ 
Treasury os ae Ph are 404 466 62 _ 
Customs . a 386 305 _ 81 
Customs Preventive Services -.{ 1,592 1,778 186 = 
Post and Telegraphs an os 931 1,071 140 _ 
Transport Department ii . 691 782 91 —_ 
Medical Department 3h «t] 7,903 8,262 359 — 
Sanitation .. . oe on 886 1,234 348 _ 
Veterinary .. o o- ae 292 232 —_ 60 
Education .. a we es 587 531 _— 56 
Agriculture .. ate a: +} 1,604 1,552 — 52 
Forestry . a 266 295 29 —_ 
Gold Coast Regiment aa. --| [5,768 5,416 — 352 
Northern Territories 6 ..{ 30,400 | 35,065 4,665 —3 
Constabulary N.T. .. --| 11,283 | 11,197 _ 86 
Coomassie Ejura Roads Dept. «| 11,751 7,994 —_ 3,757 
Public Works Department . «| Be 881 1,083 202 —_ 
Public Works Annually Recurrent. . i 458 394 _ 64 
Public Works Extraordinary el 1,227 3,092 1,865 — 
£78,894 | £82,419 | £8,033 | £4,508 

















Increase ae £8,033 0 0 
Decrease 5S 4,508 0 0 
Net Increase .. £3,525 0 0 


———==— 
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IIl—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports and Exports. 


As stated in previous Reports on this Dependency, it is impossible 
under present conditions, to give more than an approximate estimate 
of the volume of trade entering and leaving the country. Trade 
statistics are kept at stations situated on the main trade routes, but, 
as the registration of live stock and trade goods is voluntary, and as 
many caravans—especially those composed of live stock—pass through 
the stations during the night, the figures given can be looked on only 
as an indication of a general increase or decrease in trade, as the case 
maybe. The trade routes from the north through Daboya to Kintampo 
and others of minor importance do not pass through any. stations 
where statistics can be collected, nor are such compiled at Kintampo, 
in Ashanti. Imports consist generally of cotton and woollen goods, 
silk handkerchiefs and lengths, hardware, haberdashery, beads, brass 
rods, tobacco, tinned provisions, and kola nuts from Ashanti. 


With the exception of the North-Western Province, where a distinct 
decrease in the caravan trade in cattle and moshi cloth is reported, 
the import and export trade has increased greatly during the year under 
review, and it may be noted that the falling off in the North-Western 
Province is more than compensated for by the largely increased volume 
of trade that passed through the North-Eastern Province, particulars 
of which will be given later. This increase is directly due to the 
subjugation in 1911 of the wild tribes which held the Tong Hills as 
their stronghold and terrorised the surrounding country. 


A broad road new runs through Tinzugu and Winduri in the heart 
of the Tong Hills and this route is becoming most popular with the 
French traders. 


The figures available show a total of 310,699 loads registered during 
the year as against 229,7504 registered in 1912: an increase of 80,9483 
loads. The principal increases appear under the following heads :— 
Cattle 40,346, Sheep 40,345, Donkeys 9,087, Shea Butter 5,855}, 
Dawa Dawa 2,128, and Native Blankets 1,837, while decreases occur 
under Miscellaneous 17,9383, Cloth 8,886 Donkey Loads (Mis- 
cellaneous) 7,810, and Donkey Loads (Shea Butter) 1,856. 


The large increases in live stock are due to the failure of the crops 
and to lack of water in the area of Upper Senegal lying between 
Wagadugu and Timbuctoo, but, when the railway line now in course 
of construction from Dakar taps that country, we must expect a 
diversion of the trade, and a heavy fall in the number of animals 
passing through this Dependency to Ashanti and the Colony. In 
view of the fact that no transport facilities, beyond the excellent 
main roads, are available for the natives, and that no provision for 
such is contemplated, it is encouraging to note the increase under the 
heads of “Shea Butter,” “Dawa Dawa” and “ Native Blankets,” 
for it demonstrates that the natives are realizing that money is to be 
made by the exploitation of these local industries. 
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In referring in my Annual Report for 1912 to an alleged decrease 
of 24,188 loads under the heading “ Donkey Loads, Miscellaneous,” 
as compared with the figures recorded under that head for 1911, I 
wrote as follows :— 

“T believe that donkey transport is, if anything, on the increase, 
and that the figures available are quite misleading. These are only 
quoted for comparison with those contained in the Annual Report 
on Ashanti.” 


These remarks apply equally this year. 
During the year kola nuts and salt were exported over the inland 


frontiers through the southern Preventive Stations established on 
the eastern boundary of the Dependency as follows :— 





Destination. Kola (lbs. ). 








| Salt (Ibs.) 
See eek fey oor ae é zi 
British 2.0000. 0e. eee ee} 594,180 | 56 
French (21) 1) 1) 29601 | 560 
German .. ons Es vhs ae ... 150,086 i 17,668 
‘otal... ese, sets” 968,087 «| 18,284 
i I 








Fish, caught in the Volta River and sun-dried, are exported to 
Ashanti and the coast, but this industry is in the hands of the Bator 
tribe, who come up the river and encamp on its banks during the 
fishing season. The Commissioner of the Southern Province reports 
as follows :— 

“From the Trade Statistics furnished by the Commissioners there 
appears to be a considerable increase in the number of cattle, sheep and 
-donkeys passing south to Ashanti. 

“The District Commissioner, Salaga, reports that there has been a 
considerable drop in the number of loads of kola nuts, which he considers 
is due to the large quantities that are now being shipped by sea to Southern 
Nigeria. There has been a very slight increase in the kola trade passing 
through Tamale, whilst the returns from Bole show that the kola trade 
has been much the same as.the previous year. 

“There is a steady rise throughout the Province in the export of shea 
butter and also in Dawa Qawa. There is also throughout the Province 
a large increase in the number of loads of salt passing through. 

“ With regard to the imports of cloth from the Colony and Ashanti, 
there has been an increase, as also in loads of miscellaneous goods, with the 
exception of Salaga. 

“There has been a decrease in goods imported from Togoland. The 
turnover in Messrs. Paul Hutter and Company’s store at Tamale shows 
a decrease of £284 11s. 2hd., compared with 1912. The clerk in charge 
of the store is unable to furnish me with an explanation as to this decrease. 


“Tamale Port continues to increase in importance ; several new com- 
pounds have been built during the year, and applications for additional 
-sites have been made. 

“The District Commissioner, Bole, reports that trade has increased, 
but during the rains, which were very heavy, and owing to the main roads 
being under water, a good deal of the trade passed through Busunu and 
Bontu.” 
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The Commissioner of the North-Western Province states :— 

“ The local trade, which is more or less a minor quantity, is much the 
same as it was a year ago. 

“The “Caravan Trade” however shows a distinct falling off in cattle 
and Moshi cloth. The sheep have increased by 10 per cent. over last year, 
but still show a very large decrease when compared with 1911. Other 
items do not call for comment. 

“T am informed that one reason for the decrease in cattle is that the 
season has not been propitious in the French country, where 95 per cent. 
of the cattle, ete., come from. Another reason given is that many Chiefs 
have complained to the authorities of the increased migration, or rather 
desire to find work, or trade, amongst their people, and the authorities 
have tried to put pressure on the people. The Chiefs wish it stopped, as 
they cannot get the young men to farm. 

“T have already reported on the number of French subjects passing 
through Wa empty-handed. I am also of opinion that other roads are 
being used by the traders, and this could be verified if statistics from 
Kintampo were available. 

“There is also no doubt that the enforcement of quarantine regulations 
by the French has had some effect.” 


The Report of the Commissioner of the North-Eastern Province 
demonstrates that the decrease in volume of the caravan trade 
passing through the North-Western Province is due to the popularity 
of the recently opened trade route through the Tong Hills. He 
states :— 


“Trade statistics for the year are attached, and although they cannot 
beSregarded as representing accurately the whole volume of the trade 
which passes through the Province, they do, however, clearly indicate that 
there has been a marked increase over the previous year. 


“ The following are the principal increases :— 





Horses .. : a 121 
Cattle .. ae PS a .» 15,450 
Sheep .. ote ak < .. 15,458 
Donkeys a a ~ oe 1,021 
Donkey Loads . . ad BG An 2,840 
Carrier Loads .. Sie ss .. 23,622 

Total Increase ~» 68,512 





“Tt is impossible to value the whole of the trade, but that of the live 
stock imported during the year would approximately amount to £268,605, 
made up as follows :— 


£: 8. d. 

653 Horses @ £6 Ae se ae 3,918 0 0 
43,943 Cattle @ £5 a a .. 219,715 0 0 
60,752 Sheep @12s._.. of aa 36,451 4 0 
5,682 Donkeys @ 30s. .. oS ae 8,521 0 0 
Total “03 .. 268,605 4 0 


“ The following are the total increases at the various stations :— 
| 











| 1912 1913 | Increases | Decreases 
Navarro... ..| 43,620 | 69,139 | 15,519 = 
Gambaga .. eh Ss 5,533 8,492 | 2,959 —_— 
Bawku 1. 1... 89,674 63,320 | 23,646 Sc 
Zouaragu .. Se a6; 8,320 24,708 | 16,388 — 
i 1 1 
Total .. ++| 97,147 155,659 58,512 | —_ 
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“The most gratifying feature from an administrative point of view is 
the increase of 16,388 in the Zouaragu return, which proves conclusively 
the entire pacification of the district. Traders now come to Zouaragu 
from Bawku, and all the towns along the frontier—chiefly from Zoko on 
the north-east of the district, which is situated on a route which is 
rapidly becoming popular with French traders. They then travel south 
on the road which passes through Tonzugu and Winduri, in the heart of 
the Tong Hills. Prior to the establishment of the station in 1910 no 
traders dared wander about the district, and, except for the exchange of 
foodstuffs at the local markets, which were constantly raided, there was 
no trade of any sort. : 


“ There has been a very severe drought in the regions between Wagadugu 
and Timbuctoo, and to this fact may be attributed the increase in the live 
stock which has been, and still is, passing to Coomassie. The crops there 
have failed entirely, and neither food nor water can be obtained for the 
animals, and consequently the owners are getting rid of their stocks as 
quickly as possible, so probably next year there will be a decrease. 

“The bulk of the trade is in the hands of Hausas, Moshis, and other non- 
British subjects, who sell their wares for cash, and thus denude the Pro- 
vince. But signs are to be observed that our own people are commencin 
to take an interest in external trade and now go as far as Yagiba an 
Daboya, where they exchange sheep for salt, fish, cloth, etc. 

“Efforts have been made to establish a trade in beeswax and hides, 
but the result has not been very encouraging. The former is prepared 
in small quantities everywhere, but, until traders come up and prove to 
the people that a demand does exist, I fear it will not be any great success. 
As for hides, although in nearly every compound there are a few cattle, 
they are never killed for consumption, but kept chiefly for the purpose of 
paying headmoney on women.” 3 


Agriculture. 


The unequal rainfall recorded in 1912 has had a corresponding effect 
on the crops grown in the various Districts, as is detailed by the 
Commissioners as follows :— 


Southern Province. 


“The area of the Agricultural Station, Tamale, under cultivation, 
remained the same as 1912, viz., 98 acres. 

“ Cotton is the principal crop grown ; 22 acres being cultivated during 
the season 1912-1913. The crop of the season terminating in March 
shows a considerable improvement over other seasons. 

“Mr. Saunders, Curator, made tours of instruction and inspection in 
Eastern and Western Dagomba. 

“‘ Sisal hemp plots of an acre each have been laid out and planted at 
Port Tamale and Daboya. 

“The Stock Farm was greatly impeded by an outbreak of pleuro- 
pneumonia during the early part of the year. The losses have been 
replaced and additional animals purchased. 

“These, with the calves bred, bring the animals up to thirty-five. 
Thirteen head of cattle were purchased during the year for breeding 
purposes. 

“Three pupils from the Government School were taken on probation 
at the Agricultural Station with a view of becoming eventually Agricul- 
tural Instructors. 

“The British Cotton Growing Association distributed to outlying 
villages 13,137 Ib. seeds and 582 lb. to the Agricultural Station. Three 
times more land was planted with cotton in the present year than in 1912, 
and 23,175 lb. of cotton was purchased during the year under review as 
compared with 1910-1911 (4,172 Ib.) and 1912 (7,849 Ib. ). 
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“ American Black Rattler is the only variety that has been given out to 
the natives, and the distribution of this is being increased every year because 
the percentage of lint is 9 per cent. more than that obtained from the 
native variety. 

“Twenty-eight bales of lint were exported from Yapei to the coast 
for shipment to England. The heavy rainfall during the growing months, 
August, September, and October, was abnormal, and, in consequence, the 
plants became water-logged and stunted on the low ground and clay 
slopes. On the higher ground the cotton is reported to be up to the average. 


“ The travelling done by three Europeans of the Association amounted 
to 156 days. The native clerks’ tours were from one to six days duration 
during the planting season. Native overseers were also similarly 
employed. 

“ The Tamale market has been well supplied with foodstuffs, viz., yams, 
guinea corn, millet, beans, rice, etc. In some parts of Dagomba the 
yam props are reported to have suffered severely owing to the heavy 
rainfall. 


“ The District Commissioner, Salaga, reports that the amount of ground 
under cultivation seems to be about the same as last year and the crops 
appear to be of good quality and quantity. 

“The District Commissioner, Bole, reports that very little rubber is 
grown in the district and only a small quantity of cotton, which is used 
solely for local use. The shea butter tree is widely scattered all over the 
district and shea butter is made in large quantities by the natives from 
its nuts or kernels. He also reports that cattle thrive in Bole itself and 
at Wandara about six miles west of Bole.” 


North-Western Province. 


“The rainy season was poor all over the Province, but as far as the 
District of Wa is concerned the crops are quite good and better than last 
year. 


“ This, [regret to say, was not the case in the Lorha and Tumu Districts. 
The District Commissioner Lorha states that the crops may be said to be 
bad, though not an absolute failure, the people in the north and east of 
the District suffering most, those bordering on the Wa District having 
fair crops. 

“The District Commissioner, Tumu, reports, and I am also so informed 
by the natives, that the yam and ground nut crops were an absolute 
failure. The corn crop also was almost a failure. 


“The District Commissioner, Tumu, complains of a scarcity of food 
already, no yams being obtainable. This is a very bad outlook. 


“Cotton seed was distributed in all three Districts, but has been a 
failure in the Lorha and Tumu Districts. The British Cotton Growing 
Association’s representative informed me that he saw some quite good 
crops in the Wa District, but the farm in Wa itself is a failure.” 


North-Eastern Province. 


“There has been a decrease in the rainfall throughout the Province, 
but fortunately it fell in sufficient quantity just at the right times, with 
the result that the harvest at Navarro is the best for years. Gambaga 
has suffered to a certain extent, but elsewhere the crops are satisfactory 
with the exception of the cotton, which has suffered to some extent in all 
the Districts, but more especially in the Gambaga District, where it is 
entirely destroyed. 

“ The usual crops cultivated are millet, guinea corn, many varieties of 
beans, a species of potato, and okro. Yams and Indian corn are grown 
in the Gambaga District, but little elsewhere. 


““ Very good fibres are grown all over the Zouaragu District and excellent 
rope is made from them. 
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“Many hundred of the young men go into Ashanti, where they readily 
find employment on the cocoa farms, which, I understand, are to a great 
extent cultivated by them. The Ashantis both feed them and pay them 
ls. per diem, and, as the boys are really good agricultural labourers, the 
work is congenial to them, and no doubt the Ashantis find it equally to 
their advantage to employ them.” 


Industries. 


As stated last year, apart from agriculture native industries are 
confined to the production of articles of local use and wear. Service- 
able cloths are woven from native cotton yarn, and pottery, baskets, 
mats, rope, saddlery and leather goods, brass ornaments, and iron hoe 
and axe-heads are manufactured, with other small articles necessary 
for the wants of a primitive people. 


The dyeing of native cloths and cotton goods and the smelting of 
iron from the ore give employment to natives in various parts of the 
Protectorate, and salt is produced by evaporation at Daboya. Gun- 
powder is manufactured in small quantities in Grunshi, but does not 
possess a high point of ignition. 


Minerals. 


Gold-bearing quartz and alluvial deposits have been found in the 
neighbourhood of Wa, and in the Bole District, where they are worked 
by Ashantis, and a certain amount of prospecting was carried out in 
the Dependency in 1902 and succeeding years, but lack of transport 
facilities debarred the undertaking of mining operations on a large 
scale, and such mining concessions as were then acquired have lapsed. 

Coal is stated to have been found along the right bank of the White 
Volta River below Daboya, but this has not been verified. 

The reward offered throughout the Protectorate by the Chief 
Commissioner in 1912 to any native who discovered and brought in 
to the local Commissioners mineralogical specimens that proved to 
contain tin has not been claimed. 





TI.—LEGISLATION. 


Seven Ordinances were enacted by the Governor during the year . 
under review. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


The Government Primary School opened at Tamale in March 1909, 
was well and regularly attended during the year. The average daily 
attendance was 88, as compared with 74 in 1912, and 56 in 1911. 

102 pupils were examined at the annual examination held in 
November, before closing the school for the Christmas holidays, with 
very satisfactory results. 

The five boys sent to the Technical School at Accra in 1912 
returned to Tamale for their holidays. Unfortunately one boy was 
unable to return with the others to Accra owing to failing eyesight 
and his place was taken by one of the more advanced pupils. Three 
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school boys are now being employed at the Agricultural Station at: 
Tamale and three others in the British Cotton Growing Association’s 
ginnery. 

The attendance at the Government School at Gambaga remained 
the same as last year—14—a somewhat unsatisfactory state of affairs. 
The Provincial Commissioner reports that the local Chiefs seem very 
loath to part with their children. 


Of the Roman Catholic Mission School at Navarro the Provincial 
Commissioner, North-Eastern Province, reports as follows :— 


“In Navarro there are five French Canadians belonging to the White 
Fathers Roman Catholic Mission, and when they weve established in 1906 
the education of the natives was left to them, as it was anticipated that 
they would produce sufficient youths capable of undertaking the work of 
interpreters or even clerks, but this hope has not materialized; on the 
contrary, so far they have not succeede.l in turning out a single boy who 
has even asmattering of English. This may not be entirely their fault, 
as no doubt the parents object to the children being absent for the time 
required to complete the course of instruction, but, on the other hand, the 
Mission has not shown any marked inclination to retain them after they 
have once obtained a most cursory religious instruction. 

“This year there are an entirely new lot of children, who are merely 
instructed in Grunshi, in passages of the Mass, and as soon as they are 
capable of repeating these, they return to their homes.” 


He asks that a Government School may be established at Navarro. 
A similar request has been made by the Bole Chiefs in the Southern, 
and by the Wa Chiefs in the North-Western Province. 

The Commissioners predict a large attendance if such schools are 
opened. 

Mallams, who are to be found wherever Mohammedans reside, 
instruct the children in reading and writing in Arabic and in the 
repetition by heart of passages from the Koran. 








V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 

There are Government Hospitals at Tamale, Salaga, Bole, Navarro, 
Bawku, Gambaga, Zouaragu, Wa, Lorha and Tumu. The attendance 
by natives at the Salaga and Wa Hospitals has greatly increased during 
the year. 

Unfortunately, owing to the shortage of Medical Officers, the Hospital 
at Navarro was closed. 

Government Schools are established at Tamale and Gambaga, and 
are referred to under “ Education.” 

Officers are supplied with boxes of vegetable seeds each quarter 
for use in the Government Gardens established at all stations. 





VI.— JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Northern Territories Constabulary. 


An improvement in the discipline, general efficiency and shooting 
of this fine force is reported by the Commandant, Major J. Marlow, 
during the year under review, when only one case of desertion occurred. 
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There was no change in the organisation of the force. A school- 
master was added to the strength during the year. 


Prisons. 


The central prison at Tamale is in charge of the Provincial Medica 
Officer and a native Keeper of Prisons with the following staff :— 


One senior warder, one second class warder, and an average number 
of fourteen temporary warders. 


All long-sentence prisoners undergo their terms of imprisonment in 
this prison, instead of being transferred to one of the central prisons 
in the Colony. 


The total number of prisoners admitted to Tamale Prison during 
the year was two hundred, with a daily average number of 52°61 
convicts. Of these seven escaped and five were recaptured. 


Two executions were carried out, and there were two deaths. The 
general health of the convicts, who were employed chiefly in sanitary 
work, water carrying, repairing roads, streets, and culverts, and sinking 
wells was good. 


Prisoners’ rations are purchased in the market by the Keeper of 
Prisons and are cooked in the prison at a cost not exceeding 2d. per 
diem foreach man. The three meals per diem thus supplied are good 
in quality and quantity. 


There are gaols at Salaga, Bole, Wa, Lorha, Tumu, Navarro, 
Zouaragu, Gambaga and Bawku, where prisoners whose sentences 
are less than six months’ imprisonment are confined. These prisoners 
are employed as at Tamale. 


Summary jurisdiction obtains in the Northern Territories. The 
Chief Commissioner presiding in Court has full powers and jurisdiction 
in the Protectorate as a Judge of the Supreme Court of the Gold Coast 
Colony, and, as far as it is practicable and local circumstances permit, 
the procedure in this Court, civil and criminal, is the same as that in 
the Supreme Court of the Gold Coast Colony. Provincial Com- 
missioners hear and determine all criminal offences punishable by a 
fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or imprisonment for twelve 
months ; District Commissioners by a fine not exceeding fifty pounds 
or imprisonment for six months. ‘The civil jurisdiction of Provincial 
Commissioners and District, Commissioners is limited to suits in which 
the claims do not exceed three hundred pounds and fifty pounds 
respectively. 


Every encouragement has been given to the Chiefs to exercise their 
authority, to hear and determine cases relating to native property, 
marriage, and other civil actions, and to uphold native laws and 
customs, so long as they are not opposed to our ideas of justice and 
equity. Few appeals from the decisions of the Chiefs are made to the 
Commissioners’ Courts, and, as a rule, local authority is exercised with 
the greatest moderation. 
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The following is a comparative table of crime in this Dependency 
during the last four years :— 





| 910 1911 | 1912 | 1913 








Number of offences reported to the Police ..' 403 800 | 661 | 664 
Number of persons apprehended by the Police | 
or summoned before the Magistrates ../ 403 800 | 661 | 664 
Number of summary convictions :— ! | | 
1. For offences against the person . -.| 122 | 94 108 | 113 
2. For slave dealing —o eel ia. as 
3. For offences against property other than’ | 
predial larceny ca Oe: 109 | «106 =| :101° 
4. For offences against Health Acts --| — | 183 | 186 | 135 
5. For offences against Master and | 
Servant Acts, including Acts rolanng 
to indentured coolies .. — uf 6 27 
6. For other offences .| 196 255 137 162 
Number of Convictions in the ‘Superior | 
Courts :— ~ | | 
1. For offences against the person .. ea ae | 1/ on 
2. For slave dealing iene os 20 Np es 
3. For offences against property other than’ | 
predial larceny ee Real cece ca ae) ee 9 
4. For other offences be PWS ea roe) boeks;) 5 
Number of persons acquitted :- — | 
1, Inthe Inferior Courts .. ae .-| 57 141 95 123 
2. Inthe Superior Courts .. a es 2 4 7 6 














In the Southern Province there was a decrease of forty-five in the 
number of offences dealt with in the Provincial Commissioner’s Court 
and only one case was committed for trial to the Chief Commissioner’s 
Court. 


The most prevalent crime was that of stealing. The Provincial 
Commissioner, North-Western Province, states :— 


“The total number of offences tried in the Courts at Wa, Lorha, and 
Tumu remains very much the same as last year. 


“T regret to say that under the head ‘ Homicide’ there is a marked 
increase: five cases having been investigated. Two of these at Lorha 
were sent to the Superior Court. 


“There was also a slight increase in offences against the Master and 
Servants Ordinance.” 


The Provincial Commissioner, North-Eastern Province reports as 
follows :— 


“The Province has been exceptionally free from serious crime, two 
murder charges and one case of robbery with violence committed by 
French subjects only have been sent for trial to the Superior Court. Two 
other murders were committed in the Bawku District during the latter 
part of the year, but unfortunately the culprits have not as yet been 
apprehended. 


“* Gambaga District is extraordinarily free of crime; 46 cases in all have 
occurred against 93 in the previous year. Of these 2] were petty offences 
such as allowing cattle to stray, and compounds being in an insanitary 
condition. 
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“Cattle stealing is the most prevalent crime at Zouaragu, but on 
investigation it has generally transpired that the owners are in debt in 
some way to the seizers, either for money borrowed or head-money due 
on wives. It is highly satisfactory to note that when these cases now 
occur the owners immediately report their loss to the Administrative 
Officers, who deal with them on their merits, and they do not, as,.was 
invariably the custom ashort time ago, collect all their relatives and friends, 
and regain possession by force of arms, in the process of which lives were 
usually lost.” 

It is gratifying to be able to record that, while the Administration 
is getting more and more into touch with the natives, crime generally 
is decreasing, and that the Chiefs and headmen now aid the authorities 
in its detection and punishment. This attitude on their part is due 
to the fact that they are now in touch with the Commissioners, who 
have travelled through their country as extensively, and visited their 
villages as frequently, as was possible. 


VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. . 


The census completed in 1911 gave an estimated population of 
361,806 to the Northern Territories, with a computed area of 31,100 
square miles, an average number of 11°6 persons to the square mile. 
The census returns for the Southern and North-Western Provinces 
were considered to be fairly accurate, but those of the North-Eastern 
Province fell far short of being correct, and it is estimated that not 
more than two-thirds of the inhabitants were enumerated. Systematic 
work continues to be carried on in order to render the next census 
returns reliable in every respect, and Commissioners have been provided 
with census books in which the names of all villages will be entered 
and a classified register of their inhabitants kept up to date. 

The Provincial Medical Officer, in his Annual Report, submitted to 
the Principal Medical Officer, states that the number of European 
officials resident in the Northern Territories averaged 27°53 per diem. 
The total number of those placed on sick list was 51 for 333 days. 

Four officials were invalided and one died at Tumu from yellow 
fever. The health of European non-officials, eight in number, was 
good. 


The number of native officials resident in the Protectorate averaged 
51-95 daily. Of these 12 were placed on the sick list during the year, 
none were invalided, and there was one death. 

The general health of the non-commissioned officers and men of 
the Gold Coast Regiment and Northern Territories Constabulary was 
good. 


Native Population. 


Yellow fever was recorded in the Northern Territories for the first 
time this year. It appeared first at Bole, and later at Tumu. Seven 
cases in all were diagnosed—three Europeans, with one death, and four 
natives, with one death. Dr. Coghill, of the Yellow Fever Commission, 
was sent up from Seccondee to enquire into the outbreak, and, during 
his tour from Bole to Tumu and back, obtained statements from the 
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Chiefs and headmen that led him to the conclusion that the disease 
had been brought from Moshi Country in Upper Senegal in 1910, 
causing severe epidemics in many villages of the North-Western 
Province and of the Bole District. Since that year only sporadic 
cases had occurred among the natives. It is strange, however, that 
these alleged epidemics in 1910 passed unnoticed, for the Annual Report 
for that year stated that there had been no serious epidemics. 


A disease strongly resembling Pestis bubonica broke out in August 
at the small fishing village Tunga, near Yeji. Eleven cases occurred 
within ten days among about thirty inhabitants, eight of which were 
fatal. The energetic measures adopted by the Medical Officer stamped 
out the disease and the survivors abandoned the village, which was 
burnt down. With the exception of the above no epidemics occurred 
in the Dependency. 


Investigations conducted during the year proved that leprosy is not 
on the increase. It is of uncommon occurrence in the Southern and 
North-Western Provinces, but is more prevalent in the North-Eastern 
Province. 


The natives look upon it as “a visitation of Allah,” but say that it 
shows no sign of spreading, and are generally averse to compulsory 
isolation. 


The Provincial Commissioner, North-Eastern Province states :— 


“The birth rate and death rate are unknown, but the people generally 
appear to be remarkably healthy and, since no outbreaks of infectious or 
contagious diseases have occurred during the year, there is no reason to 
suppose that the latter is higher than usual. 

“In fact, from information derived from native sources, the population 
is considerably on the increase.” 


The Provincial Medical Officer writes :— 


“The natives are learning more and more to appreciate European 
treatment, and we are gradually breaking down their fears and prejudice. 
All stations report a steady increase in numbers of those seeking treat- 
ment, which is very satisfactory considering how primitive these people 
are, and for how short a time they have been pacified and brought under 
our rule.” 


The total number of natives attending Tamale Hospital during the 
year was 17,198, and the commoner diseases met with are intestinal, 
including tapeworm, respiratory, ulcerations, wounds, guinea-worm, 
parasitic eczema, chronic rheumatic pains and malaria. 


The sanitary conditions at all stations, as well as those of the villages 
in their neighbourhood, and of towns and villages along the main 
routes are as satisfactory as can be expected, and great credit is due 
to the Medical Officers for the good work they have performed in this 
direction with the limited sums placed at their disposal. The Chiefs 
and people are willing to learn and to realize that the improved sanitary 
condition of their villages is bringing with it improved health to them 
and their children. To quote the Provincial Medical Officer :— 
“ Steady, if slow, work is being done at all stations, which would rapidly 
and readily expand. I believe, if more money, more material, more 
skilled labour and more easy transport were available.” 
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Water Supply. a 


Little has been done during the past year. Various parts of three 
deep well pumps, ordered in 1910, were mislaid at Coomassie, and, 
when at last discovered in the Public Works yard, were in such a 
deplorable condition that it would have been useless to send them 
to Tamale. Semi-rotary pumps have now been ordered as an ex- 
periment, and, should they prove satisfactory, others will be obtained. 
Until the material for boring artesian wells has been provided I fear 
that we shall never be free from the spectre of a water famine. Even 
at Tamale during the dry season the natives camp out all night round 
the wells and water holes to secure a calabashful of water as it slowly 
percolates through the sandstone, and free fights are of common 
occurrence, when pots are broken and valuable water spilled. A native 
told me that on his journey from Bawku to Tamale on his way to 
Coomassie during the dry season he had paid no less a sum than £2 for 
water. 


The Provincial Medical Officer writes as follows with regard to the 
water supply of the Northern Territories :— 


“To procure an adequate and good supply of water is a serious problem 
throughout the Northern Territories. In the rainy season there is 
more than an adequate supply, but for several months of the dry season, and 
away from the large rivers, water becomes so scarce that in many cases 
it amounts to a famine and exorbitant prices are asked for a calabash 
of water. 


“Tt is all surface water. The first difficulty is to find water, and, when 
found, then to prevent your well being filled up with earth after the very 
first rains. To prevent this calamity the sides of the well must be lined 
with stone and cement, and a stone and cement coping and apron made. 
All this requires skilled labour, which, outside Tamale, is almost non- 
existent, and the price of cement in the Northern Territories almost 
prohibitive. The work done in some stations by an energetic District. 
Commissioner and Doctor is wonderful, considering the type of unskilled 
labour available, and the materials at hand. It must be remembered that. 
the Public Works Department for the whole Northern Territories is re- 
presented by one Inspector of Works, with a handful of masons and 
carpenters, all resident in Tamale. The outlying stations have to do the 
best they can, no skilled labour, no technical knowledge, few tools, little 
material, and difficult transport. At any cost the most pressing necessity 
now is the travelling around the Northern Territories of an experienced 
Public Works Department official to make properly constructed wells at 
each station. I cannot urge this point too strongly.” 


A Mansfield patent automatic water finder for locating water at 
depths up to 200 feet has been ordered for use in the Northern 
Territories. 


Meteorological Observations. 


The rainfall during the year was 48°01 inches, an increase of 15°65 
inches over that recorded in 1912, but it is to be noted that more than 
three-quarters of the total rainfall fell in the months of June, July, 
August and September and that the country was water-logged during 
that period. 
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The following table shows the monthly rainfall for the past three 
years :— 
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VIII.—POST AND TELEGRAPHS. 


There are post and telegraph offices at Tamale, Salaga, and Yeji. 
The telegraph offices at Bole, Wa, and Gambaga remained closed, as 
such, during the year, but an intermittent and unsatisfactory com- 
munication was kept up over these lines between Kintampo, Bole and 
Wa with Tamale via Kintampo, and with Tamale and Gambaga by 
means of verbally transmitted messages. The District Commissioner, 
Bole, reports that this telephone service was most ineffective and that 
during the outbreak of yellow fever at that station communication 
with Tamale was almost impossible. The closing of these telegraph 
stations was due to the shortage of qualified operators. 


Letters are received and despatched from all stations, and the 
Commissioners have stamps for sale. : 


Telegrams were received and despatched at Tamale during the year, 
as compared with 1912, as follows :— 











RECEIVED. DESPATCHED. 
1912 1913 | 1912 1913 
i { ro acre 
Oficial .. ..  ..| 2706 | 2,359 | 2,649 2,201 
Private ‘| 927-1080} —«1,208 1,266 





Few interruptions occurred in the working of the line, the longest 
being in September, when the line between Salaga and Yeji was down 
over the Volta River. 


20 COLONIAL REPORTS—-ANNUAL, 


The number of private telegrams despatched from Salaga during 
the year was 597, as compared with 513 in 1912. The sale of stamps at. 
Tamale Post Office amounted to £189 9s. 3d., an increase of £2 19s. 9d. 
as compared with the sale in 1912. There was an increase of £4 9s. 2d. 
on the commission on the sale of postal orders and a decrease of 
10s. 8d. on that of money orders. 


At Salaga the Post Office receipts were not quite so good as in 1912. 
Postal orders to the value of £206 7s. 10d. were issued as against 
£258 15s. 4d., and stamps to the value of £22 2s. 1d. were sold as against 
£44 4s. 6d. in 1912. 


The number of mail bags received at Salaga was 977, as against 711 
during the previous year. The number of regular postmen was 
increased to 16 in August, in order to avoid the necessity of getting 
extra carriers from the town at short notice. 





IX.—RELIGION. 


The Wesleyan Methodist Mission obtained permission in 1912 to 
establish itself in the Northern Territories. The General Super- 
intendent of the Gold Coast District states that it is not the intention 
of the Mission to commence operations in the Dependency anywhere 
but at Tamale for some years to come, and until the construction of a 
Mission Station has been completed. . 


The Government School House is lent to the resident Missionary 
for services on Sundays. 


The Roman Catholic Mission (Péres Blancs) established at Navarro 
in 1906 continues to make progress and has a more or less constant 
attendance of over 500 adult natives at the Mission. 


The relative numbers of Christians, Mohammadans and Pagans in 
the Northern Territories, as shown in the Census Returns for 1911, 
were as follows :— 


Christians. Mohammedans. Pagans. 
133. 42,598. 319,075. 


Mohammedanism would appear to make little, if any, progress in 
this Dependency, and is, in the case of many of those who profess its 
tenets, of a debased form, and more than tainted with the prevailing 
paganism. The bulk of the Mohammedan population is to be found 
in the Southern Province. 


Larabanga, in the Bole District, is a stronghold of Mohammedans, 
and it is the proud boast of the Chief and Imam that not a single pagan 
resides in the town. The latter carefully guards an ancient copy of 
the Koran, bound in several volumes, which is stated to have been the 
property of the Mohammedan founder of Larabanga, who came from 
Mecca, having left his Koran behind. After many days of prayer 
and fasting, the Koran was miraculously restored to him at Larabanga, 
and has been reverenced by succeeding Imams ever since. 
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The chief centres of Mohammedanism are, in the Southern Province, 
Tamale and its surrounding villages, Salaga, Bole and Larabanga ; in 
the North-Eastern Province, Gambaga, Wale-Wale, and Bawku; in 
the North-Western Province, Wa, Gurupisi, Uasa, and Wahabu. 


A Mohammedan priest resident at Navarro, in the North-Eastern 
Province, is reported to have made no headway at all, and has, so far, 
not succeeded in making a single convert. 


Although the pagan portion of the population show no great desire, 
as a whole, to abandon their form of belief, they exhibit no sort of 
resentment towards the members of other denominations. 


The belief of the heathen portion of the native community is a 
primordial animism. Each town or village has its own “ fetish,” 
which is usually to be found at the entrance to the Chief’s or priest’s 
compound, and takes various forms, such as a conical pile of earth, or 
a three-pronged stick, supporting a pot in which grows a shrub, grass, 
or an aquatic plant. 


These represent the “fetish” itself, which is recognised in many 
forms, as of lightning, a lion, hawk, crocodile, snake, tortoise or other 
animal, bird or reptile. Such “fetishes” guard and watch over the 
general welfare of the villages and its inhabitants and communicate 
with the latter through their priests. When offended these “ fetishes ” 
are propitiated by the sacrifice of sheep or goats, and of black cats or 
dogs. 


Every family has its own “fetish”; usually a conical heap of clay 
with a small pot sunk in its apex. It is to be seen outside every com- 
pound, and is consulted on all matters relating to the welfare of the 
family. Sacrifices are made to it by killing fowls over it, and allowing 
their blood to run into the pot and over its support, the bird’s feathers 
then being stuck on before the blood congeals. 


The “lightning fetish” is the most dréaded, and is universally 
invoked to revenge theft. No native would dream of attempting to 
arrest a conflagration caused by lightning. The veneration of ancestors 
also forms part of the native religious belief, and their shades are 
consulted through the family fetish. 





X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 
Political. 


The excellent relations existing between our officials and thoseTof 
the two Powers whose boundaries are contiguous to this Dependency 
were maintained throughout the year. The Provincial Commissioner, 
North-Western Province, reports that the Resident at Leo has on 
more than one occasion visited Tumu and the Resident and Medical 
Officer of Gaoua also visited Lorha. He was invited repeatedly to 
visit Leo but was unable to do so. 
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The Provincial Commissioner, North-Eastern Province, writes :— 

«Excellent relations have existed between the officials of this Province 
and the French and Germans on our north and eastern frontiers. 
Cordial invitations have been received to visit their stations, but these, 
however, could not be accepted, as it was inconvenient to leave the 
Districts at the time. 

“One of the junior French officials visited Navarro during the latter 
part of the year.” 


Administration. 


The Chief Commissioner returned from a tour of inspection on the 
23rd January and handed over the Administration to Major R. A. 
Irvine, C.M.G., on. the Ist of April, who remained in charge of the 
Protectorate until the Chief Commissioner’s return to Tamale from 
leave on the 6th December. 


As stated in last year’s Report I was met everywhere during the tour 
that I concluded in January by record gatherings of Chiefs and people, 
and returned to Tamale much impressed with the excellent work 
performed by the Provincial and District Commissioners in the adminis- 
tration of their respective Provinces and Districts. The year under 
review has been eminently satisfactory from an administrative and 
from every other point of view, and I believe that the natives are 
realizing fully the benefits they now enjoy under the existing Adminis- 
tration. 


Their one fear appears to be that of direct taxation, in lieu of which 
they willingly provide all the labour that is required of them for upkeep 
of roads, rest houses, etc. The Chiefs enter into friendly competition 
with each other as to which of them has the best built European rest 
houses in his towns and villages, so much so that more than one Chief 
has asked for permission to build such in villages remote from the 
main roads. 


There exists to-day 70 rest houses in the Southern, 65 in the North- 
Western, and 95 in the North-Eastern Provinces, a fact which in itself 
points to the excellent relations that now exist generally between the 
natives and the Administrative Officers of this Dependency. 


Native Affairs. 


The Provincial Commissioner of the Southern Province reports as 
follows :— 


“ Throughout the year under review the relations of the Chiefs with the 
Government and with each other have been very satisfactory with the 
exception of the Chiefs of Miong and Kpabia, in which the latter had to be 
destooled in September for refusing to recognise the former as his para- 
mount Chief. 


“In the Yeji District a small difference arose in the early part of the 
year between the Chiefs of Broomassie and Sumunshi, and the Sumunshi 
people began to leave their villages. The matter was easily rectified and 
the people returned to their villages. 


“The District Commissioner, Bole, teports that since the Chief Com- 
missioner settled the Yabum case there is universal satisfaction.” 
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The Provincial Commissioner, North-Western Province, writes as 
follows :— 


. ‘' The state of the Province as a whole is eminently satisfactory. The 
relations of the Chiefs with the Government is cordial and the same may be 
said with regard to the Chiefs’ intercourse with each other. 

“The only people who gave any trouble were a section of Cheripong 
near the River Volta in Dagarti. After careful enquiries I am of opinion 
that ignorance and fear was at the root of the matter and not any idea of 
resistence to lawful authority. 

“The people are now well in hand and have built a new rest house in 
their town without the aid of the Constabulary.” 


The North-Eastern Province, which until within the last two years 
was by far the most backward of the three Provinces into which the 
Dependency is divided, has, during the year under review, progressed 
in a truly astonishing manner, and its inhabitants can to-day be 
described as being in every way as amenable, contented and peaceful 
as are those of the sister Provinces. 


A perusal of the following report by the Provincial Commissioner 
will make this satisfactory state of affairs fully apparent :— 


“Throughout the year under review the relations between the Govern- 
ment and the Chiefs have been perfectly satisfactory, and they have 
willingly assisted the Administration in every way. 

“One disturbance occurred at Winduri, due more to misplaced 
enthusiasm on the part of the people to see that the Government 
instructions were obeyed than to any other cause, and was of no political 
importance whatever. 

“It was found necessary to destool three chiefs, namely Adichuro, of 
Kanjarga; Azuziri, of Tiana; and Atteechi, of Chuchilliga. These Chiefs 
had neither the confidence nor respect of their people, not so much on 
account of their own failings, but because of their inability to control 
the predatory habits of their sons and near relatives. Their removal 
has had a beneficial effect in each case. 

“ Very satisfactory progress has been 
of paramountey. The Na of Mampru appointed Paramount by the 
late Governor of the Colony, and no ditticulty was experienced anywhere 
to his being cordially accepted as such. He has during the year officially 
visited all the tribes in the Province, and was accorded everywhere an 
enthusiastic reception, especially by the Kanjarga and Nankani Chiefs, 
who gave him handsome presents and killed cattle in honour of the 
occasion. 

“Tf his weleome was less warm in Grunshi, it was due more to the 
avaricious temperament of the Chief of Navarro, who has never been 
known to give away anything, rather than to the fact that the Grunshis 
are less proud than the others of being included in the Mamprussi race. 

“The difficulty was to get the tribes to recognise a head chief, but 
this has been successfully accomplished both in Kanjarga and Grunshi, 
who now recognise the Chief of Sandema and the Chief of Navarro as their 
respective heads. 

“ The Commissioner of the Gambaga District reports as follows :— 

“ This District has been in a very quiet and satisfactory condition during 
the past year, and I can safely say that, during the whole of my political 
experience in this and other Colonies, it has never fallen to my lot to 
administer justice to a more willing, loyal, and obedient people than the 
Mamprussi natives of this District. 

“T was travelling in the District the whole of July, a small portion of 
August, and from the 27th of October till the Ist of December, and during 
that period I have had the best of opportunity to make myself acquainted 
with the character and condition of the people under my control. I have 
made roads and built rest-houses, and I say, with a certain amount of 
pride, that all the work which I wished has been accomplished with a 
willingness often absent in the employment of the highest paid labour, 





de with regard to the question 
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““ The various chiefs are now on the best of terms with each other, 
respecting and obeying their Paramount Chief of Nalerigu, who, with the 
help of the Leman of Gambaga, is of the greatest assistance to me in 
supplying the many carriers required, and in the adjustment of petty 
disputes and intrigues.” 


. 


Roads. 
The Provincial Commissioners report on the roads in their respective 
Provinces as follows :— 
Southern Province. 


In the Tamale District. Tamale—Tamale Port road re-formed for a 
distance of 20 miles. 


Tamale—Karaga road, 28 miles constructed. 
Tamale—Nasia road, 35 miles of this road was re-formed. 


In Tamale the main roads in the town were repaired and new roads 
constructed to and from the caravanserai. 


In the Salaga District a road from Krupi to Lanto, 17} miles, has 
been completed. 


The road from Bole to Bandankwanta, has been bridged. 


In the Yeji district two bridges have been erected over the 
Pramo and Permambo Rivers. 


North-Western Province. 
Inthe Wa District the total mileage of ditched roads exceeds 250. 
In the Lorha District 109 miles of ditched road exist. 


In the Tumu District the roads from Tumu to the Lorha District 
boundary, and from Tumu to the Sissili River, were completed. Bridges 
erected with unskilled labour are not satisfactory and, as a rule, are 
washed away every year during the rainy season. Twenty-two 
bridges on the Lorha road were washed away in one single storm. 
It is now proposed to replace these bridges by pontoon boats on the 
larger, and by drifting the crossings on the smaller rivers. 


North-Eastern Province. 


The Province is particularly well off in roads made to the width of 
20 feet and trenched, the total distance of which ‘is 530 miles, 


All the trade routes and towns of any importance are thus connected. 
In addition to these, paths cleared to the width of ten feet exist every- 
where. 


The following new roads have been made during the year, trenched, 
and 20 feet wide :— 


Navarro District. Doninga market to Weassi via Kanjarga, 24 miles. 


Gambaga District. Sissili River via Yagiba and Kubori to the 
southern boundary, 16 miles; Laura to Yagiba, 7 miles. 
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Cleared roads not trenched, 10 feet wide:—Ijesi to Kubori, 15 miles; 
Dua to Kubori (via Passankwairi, Weima Bimma, to Kubori), 41 
miles. 


Zouaragu District. The road from Zouaragu to the Navarro 
boundary has been re-made, 13 miles. 


Rest-Houses. 


Excellent rest-houses, to the number of 230, have been built in every 
town of importance in the Dependency. 


They are generally of the round-house type, with conical, thatched 
roofs, and stand in large compounds often surrounded by thick “swish” 
walls. 


They are kept in repair by the villagers, and it was not found neces- 
sary to send anyone to supervise the work during the year. 


Ferries. 


The Provincial Commissioner, Southern Province, reports :-— 


“The Government ferry at Yeji has been well maintained during the 
year and shows a considerable increase in the takings over 1912. The 
total takings of the ferry during the year under review amounted to 
£1,958 2s. 3d., as compared with £959 17s. 4d. in 1912. This increase is 
no doubt due to the fact that the ferry at Katakunji was not opened for 
traffic during any part of 1913. Two steel pontoons were placed on the 
ferry during the year, and have proved extremely useful. They will take 
as many as fifty people without loads and thirty people with loads. A 
section of a steel pontoon was placed on the river at Prang, but was washed 
away and lost during the wet season, when the river rose over six feet in 
one night. The ferry across the Pru River is owned and worked by the 
Chief of Prang, but is only used in the wet season, from about the middle 
of July to October or November. 


“ Regular ferries are run at the junction of the Dakar and Volta by the 
Chief of Pajai and at Kaffaba by the Chief of that place. 


“« Two sections of steel pontoons were placed on the Black Volta between 
Kintampo and Bole during the year, also half sections on the Yamalaga 
and Nabogo Rivers, but are only used during the rainy season.” 


All other ferries in the Northern Territories are worked by the local 
Chiefs. 


The Provincial Commissioner, North-Eastern Province, writes :— 


‘* All ferries in the Province are fordable, with the exception of about 
two-and-a-half months of the year, from the beginning of August to the 
middle of October, 


“* Steel canoes have been placed at Nasia and on the White Volta at 
Naga and Paragu. This year, owing to the shortage of rain, they were little 
used. These ferries are controlled by the native Chiefs, who usually 
accept fowls, salt, etc., in payment for tolls, and in consequence it is 
impossible to estimate what amount is taken annually.” 


Transport. 


The unsatisfactory transport service to the Northern Territories 
was replaced in June by a new system, whereby stores were despatched 
by motor lorries to Ejura from Coomassie, thence to Yeji by carrier 
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transport, and by the Volta River by canoes to Tamale Port. In 
September a permanent gang of 25 men was employed for transport 
work between Tamale and Tamale Port, and it was found necessary 
to employ a second gang during the following month. Since the 
inauguration of this new system 1,064 loads have been brought in to 
Tamale, and the employment of permanent gangs relieved, to a great 
extent, the local natives who had previously been called upon to act 
as carriers.. Northern Territories stores for the North-Western 
Province continue to be sent up to Kintampo, whence they were re- 
moved to their destination by locally hired carriers, recruited from 
the districts to which the stores are allotted. 


T regret to say that the new system of transport has worked, so far, 
most unsatisfactorily. An unprecedented amount of looting of loads 
by their carriers occurred between Coomassie and Tamale Port, without 
the possibility of tracing the culprits. Many losses were caused by 
breakages, and by water which permeated the contents of boxes placed 
in the leaky canoes that transported them from Yeji to Tamale Port. 
The delivery of stores was in no way expedited; in fact loads very 
frequently arrived at Tamale from two to three months after they had 
been despatched from Coomassie, 

The supply of local transport in the North-Western and North- 
Eastern Provinces was satisfactory, but since so many of them have 
worked in Ashanti there is a growing tendency among the natives 
to look ‘askance at the present rate of pay—sixpence per diem—for 
carriers employed in the Northern Territories. 


Public Works: 


The following Public Works were completed or put in hand during 
the year :— . 

Southern Province. At Tamale additions were made to the hospital 
and prison, and the foundations of a bungalow for the Commandant, 
Northern Territories Constabulary, were laid. A slaughter house 
near the market was built. 


During the heavy rains that fell in August the dam, built in 1910 
by voluntary native labour, burst one night and could not be repaired 
during the year. The escape of the large volume of water it contained 
proved to be a great loss to the natives, who have promised to rebuild 
it next year under European supervision. 


At Salaga the Medical Officer’s quarters, which had been destroyed 
during a tornado, were rebuilt, and a new bungalow for the Provincial 
Commissioner was erected. 


The District Commissioner, Yeji, reports that the rebuilding of the 
station occupied most of the dry season, when District Commissioner’s 
quarters and offices, a court house, district office, guard room and 
transport office were erected. The rest-house was re-roofed. 
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North-Western Province. At Lorha the District Commissioner's 
quarters, which were set on fire by lightning and completely destroyed 
in 1912, were rebuilt. ‘2 


At Tumu a new District Commissioner’s house was built. 
Numerous minor works were carried out in all the provinces. 


Northern Territories Topographical Survey. 


The headquarters of this department was moved from Salaga to 
Tamale early in the year. 


The following account of the work done during the year under review 
has been supplied by Captain P. 8. Mackesy, R.E., Deputy Director 
of Surveys :— 

“By the end of 1913 the survey of some 6,000 square miles on a scale 
of gscyo0 Was completed, including the whole of the Salaga and Tamale 
sheets, and the extension of the rigid framework and detail survey was 
proceeding. The work of reproducing and publishing the map is being 
carried out by the Geographical Section of the General Staff at the War 
Office, and it is hoped that the two finished sheets will soon be available.” 


Entomological Research Commission. 


Dr. J. J. Simpson, of the West African Entomological Research 
Commission (Colonial Office), traversed the Northern Territories 
during 1913. 


In all he spent three-and-a-half months in the Northern Territories 
—February, March, April and part of May. 


During this time he visited all stations and carried out.a survey of 
the various insects and other arthropods in the Protectorate, more 
especially those implicated in the transmission of . disease. An 
examination of the blood and of parasites of game and domestic 
animals was also undertaken when possible. ; 


A detailed report with a list of the blood-sucking insects found in the 
various towns visited, and with a map showing the distribution of the 
various species of tsetse in the Northern Territories, is at present in 
the press, and will be issued in the forthcoming number of the Bulletin 
of Entomological Research. 


Preventive Service. 


The Customs Preventive Service has eight stations along the eastern 
frontier of the Northern Territories at which goods are imported and 
duties collected. They are situated at Kunkwa, Dogankade, Krupe, 
Kpabia, Sung, Nyanson, Gambaga and Bawku. Of the two last named 
stations the Provincial Commissioner, North-Eastern Province, writes 
as follows :— : 

“They are inspected once every two months- by the Supervisor, but 
in the meantime the patrols posted along the boundary are wuder the 
control of a native clerk, and consequently irregularities have occurred. 

“It is feared their conduct will have a prejudicial effect on the trade, 
and since the revenue collected by them is about the same as it was before 
their arrival, and is greatly exceeded by the expenditure incurred 
-on them, their presence is hardly justified.” 
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It is now proposed to close down these stations. There is also a 
preventive station near the confluence of the Dakar with the Volta 
River, at which goods are not imported. An annual report on the 
work of the preventive service is submitted by the supervisor in charge 
to the Comptroller of Customs. 


Immigration and Emigration. 


The Provincial Commissioner, Southern Province, reports that no 
cases of either immigration or emigration have been reported during 
the year. A large number of young men from the North-Western 
and North-Eastern Provinces travel down to Ashanti and the Colony 
in search of work, but usually return within two years. I have referred 
to this under Head I, “ Financial.” 


The Provincial Commissioner, North-Eastern Province, reports :— 


“From native sources it is reported there was a large exodus from 
French territory when the conscription laws were enforced, and a very 
large number of Fulanis and Moshis have gone to Coomassie in search of 
work this dry season on account of the total failure of the crops in the 
interior. 

“Many of the natives, especially from the Gambaga District, have also 
gone south in search of work, and in consequence labour is now scarce 
there, but these all return as soon as the farming season commences.” 


Labour. 


There is still an adequate supply of unskilled labour at rates of pay 
of from 6d. to 10d. per diem, but the drain on it occasioned by the 
exodus of young men from the Protectorate to Ashanti is beginning 
to make itself felt, especially as those who have returned after earning 
from 1s. to 2s. per diem are not inclined to go back to our rates of pay. 
All skilled labour is obtained from the Colony or Ashanti at daily rates 
of from Is. 9d. to 3s. 6d. There are no openings for white labour. 


Climate. 


The climate of the Northern Territories is unhealthy, and is 
particularly trying during the months of January, February, March, 
and April, when the intense heat has an enervating effect alike on 
Europeans and natives. 


Miscellaneous. 


A record of tribal marks and marks of adornment in use among the 
natives of the Northern Territories, the preparation of which was 
undertaken in 1912, is being continued, and the reports submitted by 
the Provincial and District Commissioners are being checked carefully 
before final submission. 

Messrs. Paul Hutter and Company’s store at Tamale was closed 
at the end of the year, and, I regret to say, is not to be reopened. 


C. H. Apmrrace, 


Chief Commissioner of the Northern Territories. 
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Colony, &e. Year. 
Basutoland .. . 1912-1913 
Gold Coast : 1912 
Ashanti o ‘ 35 
Nyasaland .. : 1912-1913 
Bechuanaland Protectorate : bs 
British Solomon Islands t 4 
Colonial Survey Committee ‘ 33 
Tongan Islands Protectorate : 1911-1913 
Swaziland .. ee es 1912-1913 
Imperial Institute i ‘ 1912 
Barbados .. . 1912-1913 
British Guiana : . 5 
Entomological Research Committee % - 
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British Honduras os 1912 
Northern Nigeria he Ps 
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Mauritius .. ae 1912 
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Trinidad and Tobago 1 1912-1913 
East Africa Protectorate aA Py 
Grenada. . ats 1912 
Leeward Islands ard 1912-1913 
St.Lucia .. mb oy 
St. Vincent .. . 29 
Bermuda .. 1912 
Ceylon ‘; se ss 
Gibraltar Ns 1913 
St. Helena . * a 
Turks and Caicos Islands | ue is 
Seychelles .. 32 ” 
Ceylon fe : 
Bermuda e 
Weihaiwei ” 
Gambia ve ” 
Gold Coast .. ” 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &c. Subject. 
Weihaiwei Census, 1911. 
Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Nyasaland Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 


Southern Nigeria .. a 
Imperial Institute .. ap 
Southern Nigeria é 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria 


Ceylon ae 


Imperial Institute 3 is 


Southern Nigeria .. - 


Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 1912. 
Mineral Survey 
Oils, Oilseeds, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1913 
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Government House, 
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Sir, 
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I have, &c., 
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Governor. 
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Lewis Harcourt, P.C., 
&e., &e., &e. 


(083.) Wt.25900/84 R125. 10,14. B.&F.Ltd. Gp.12/2. a2 


4 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


REPORT BY THE COLONIAL SECRETARY OF THE 
BAHAMAS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1914. 


1. In submitting this Report, I should explain that, although the 
figures dealing with finance are for the year ended 3st March, 1914 
(the financial year of the Colony), the trade and customs statistics 
are for the calendar year ended 31st December, 1913, while other 
information is, as far as possible, brought up to the date of the Report 
(13th August, 1914). 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


2. The revenue was £100,753, as compared with £97,574 in 1912-13, 
an increase of £3,179, or more by £23,355 than the annual average 
of the preceding five years. 


3. The following are the comparative details :— 




















Heads of Revenue. 1912-13. | 1913-14. | Increase. | Decrease. 
|; & £ en ee 
1. Customs .. ae ++ | 78,428 83,928 | 5,500 —_— 
2. Port Dues | 320 373 | 53 | — 
3. Licences and Internal j 
Revenue : 3,606 | 2,737 —_ 869 
4. Fees and Reimbursements | 2,730 ! 2,482 ; — 248 
5. Post and Telegraph .. 8,703 5,574 _ i 3,129 
6. Rents a | 78 32 _ | 46 
7. Widows’. and Orphans’ | i 
Pensions . 27 8 —_— | 19 
8. Miscellaneous... a 66 | 66 — | —_ 
9. Interest .. 56 : 3,176 |; 3,120 ; — 
10. Electrical Department . 3,560 2,377 — | 1,183 
j i | 
1 


Totals .. £| 97,574 | 100,753 8,673 5,494 





Net Increase £3,179. 


4. The large increase under interest is mainly due to payments 
under the Electric Light Act. 


5. The following statement gives the customs revenue for five 
years :— 


Customs REVENUE. 


Year. Amount. 
E 
1909-10 .... 64,028 = .... = 20% tariff. 
1910-11 see. 69,384 2... 20% tariff. 
1911-12 sees 71,563 1... 25% tariff. 
1912-13... 78,428... 2 25% tariff. 


1913-14 .... = 83,928 =...) 25% tariff. 
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6. The expenditure was £96,495, as against £86,077 in 1912-13— 
the figure £88,077 in the last Annual Report included £2,000 surplus 
funds invested—being an increase of £10,418, or £6,780 more than 
the annual average of the preceding five years. 

7. The increase in expenditure was due mainly to more public 
works, a subsidy to the reconstituted Agricultural Board, the operation 
of the Acts relating to electric light and telephones and the 
installation of a wireless system. 

8. The following table gives the revenue and expenditure for the 
past five years :— 

Year. Revenue. Expenditure. Excess of Revenue (+) 
or Expenditure (—). 
£ 








s £ £ 
1909-10 17,578 92,858 —15,280 
1910-11 84,386 85,315 —929 
1911-12 85,592 82,676 +2,916 
1912-13 97,574 88,077 +9,497 
1913-14 100,753 96,496 +4,257 
Average £89,176 89,084 


Thus during the total five years the revenue and expenditure have 
been almost exactly the same. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


9. The following table shows the excess of assets over liabilities 
for the past two years :— 


£ 
On 31st March, 1913 As .. 80,048 
On 31st March, 1914 a .. 51,915 


Deszr. 


10. The Public Debt, bearing interest at 4 and 44 per cent., was 
originally £113,126, and now stands at £42,829. 

The annual charge on account of interest and sinking fund is about 
£6,580. 

The existing debt should be wholly liquidated in 1926. 


Banks. 


11. The Bank of Nassau, with a paid-up capital of £10,000, note 
circulation of £6,500, and deposits in the Colony amounting to £74,066, 
was established in 1888 and now does business under the Banks Act 
of 1909. It issues local notes, fully secured, of the values of £1 and 
four shillings. 

The Royal Bank of Canada also has a branch in Nassau established 
in 1908, with deposits in the Colony amounting to £82,206. 


CuRRENCY. 


12. The current coins are British silver and copper and a very little 
gold. United States gold and silver certificates are not legal tender, 
but are accepted, if of $5 and upwards, at the same rate as United 
States gold; if below $5, at the rate of four shillings to the dollar. 
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Estimates For 1914-15.* 


13. The estimate of revenue for 1914-15 as presented by the 
Government to the House of Assembly amounted to £95,976 and 
was, of course, based on the then existing rates of customs duty. The 
estimate of expenditure, including “ fixed charges” and the amount 
required to be voted in the Appropriation Act, was £95,833. 


14. Before proceeding to consider these estimates, the House 
decided to lower the tariff on ad valorem goods from 25 per cent. to 
20 per cent., the effect of which would have been to decrease the 
revenue by some £6,000, but, at the same time, duties were increased 
as follows :—On ale, &c., from one shilling to one shilling and sixpence, 
on brandy from 10 shillings to 14 shillings, on gin from six shillings 
to eight shillings, on rum from four shillings and sixpence to five 
shillings and sixpence, on whiskey from six shillings to eight shillings, 
and on wines from 25 per cent. to 334 per cent. a gallon, while the exist- 
ing surtax of 10 per cent. of the duty on those articles was maintained. 
The effect of this will be to reduce the estimated revenue to £93,781. 


15. The Appropriation Act as passed totals £44,434, but from this 
must be deducted a sum of £2,376 already actually paid last financial 
year, leaving £42,058. Adding the “ Fixed Charges” as originally 
presented to the House, we get a total of £104,683. But, in addition 
to this, the operation of certain Acts passed during the session of 
1914 will involve a further expenditure estimated at £8,760, giving a 
grand total of £113,451. 


16. It is likely that the net result will be an expenditure of a sum 
in the neighbourhood of £20,000 over and above the estimated revenue 
for the year. This excess can be met out of surplus and other funds 
of the Colony, but it will swallow up more than three-fourths of the 
total reserve fund, leaving little margin should a hurricane or other 
unforeseen disaster occur. 


I1—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Inports. 
17. The imports during the year ended 31st December, 1913, were 


valued at £403,529 (including £5,285 specie), as against £358,111 
(including £303 specie) in 1912. 





* Since writing the above, war has broken out between England and 
Germany, and the result may be that these estimates will be entirely 
falsified. The revenue is bound to go down, and although the expenditure 
will also go down by 1eason of the probable postponement of certain 
public works, it is impossible to say what the diain on the public resources 
will be should it become necessary to provide food-stuffs for the people. 
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18. Classified under the headings adopted by the Board of Trade 
the imports were :— 





America. England. |Other Countries.| Total. 





Headings. 
1912. | 1913. | 1912. | 1913. | 1912. ; 1913. | 1912. | 1913, 
l 
cam he £ £ £ £ £ £ 
1. Live animals | 

Food, Drink 

& Narcotics |138,059)148,763; 36,944) 37,245 22,145) 20,616 197,148:206,624 





2. Raw Materials! 10,767/ 11,315) — 554; 990! 11,321] 12,305 
3. Manufactured 
Materials. 
Textiles ..| 28,582; 42,250, 32,542) 34,816) 1,811) 557) 62,935) 77,623 
Metal .-| 28,776] 42,729, 5,279} 8,390 197| 1,149, 34,252) 52,268 
Other -+| 41,367) 41,265 9,417] 7,643) 1,368 516) 52,152) 49,424 


4. Specie oof 2,255) 303) 3,030) — _ 303] 5,285 


























Total .. £247,551/288,577| 84,485] 91,124! 26,075) 23,828'358,111/403,529 








19. The following table summarizes whence they came. 








Value. 
Country. 1912. 1913. 
£ £ 
United States of America ce < ae 247,551 288,577 
United Kingdom im ae Pe ne 84,485 91,124 
Canada .. st te Ms “a Se 12,714 6,777 
British West Indies a we a 7,067 5,555 
Foreign countries other than America A 6,294 11,496 
Total .. £358,111 £403,529 








But these figures are not entirely reliable, inasmuch as certificates 
of origin are not required in this Colony. It is possible, for instance, 
that certain goods from Canada appear under the heading of America, 
where they are transhipped. 


20. The increase of over £10,000 in value of live animals, food, 
drink and narcotics is due to higher prices of foodstuffs abroad and 
decreased local production on account of the continued emigration 
of the working classes to Florida. 


21. With regard to the increase of nearly £30,000 in the value of 
manufactured goods, large quantities of cotton, linen, woollen, and 
fancy goods, and furniture and building materials were imported. 
At nearly all settlements in the Colony better built and better furnished 
houses are to be seen. 


Exports. 


22. The exports were valued at £263,954, as against £276,115 in 
1912 
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23. Classified under the headings adopted by the Board of Trade 
the exports were :— 








Value. 
Heading. 1912. 1913. 
£ £ 
1. Live Animals, Food, Drink, & Narcotics 7,364 11,061 
2. Raw Materials Be a ae F 264,758 247,848 
3. Manufactured Materials .. bd ee 3,963 5,045 
4. Specie a ne eg a i 30 _ 
Total a £276,115 £263,954 
24. Produce was exported to the following countries :— 
Value. 
Country. 1912. 1913. 
- £ 
United States of America af a bs 135,669 124,488 
United Kingdom. . a ose Le 55,320 37,738 
Canada .. ste a at fe ay 1,337 1,861 
British West Indies ee a a 70 502 
Foreign countries other than America an 83,719 99,365 
Total Re £276,115 £263,954 








25. A comparative table of the imports and exports for the past 
five years is subjoined, excluding specie :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. Totals. 

£ £ £ 
1909 .. % .. 842,758 168,692 511,450 
1910 .. os .. 829,014 190,682 519,696 
IIT. 2s ae . 808,726 209,251 517,977 
1912 .. ua .. 857,808 276,115 633,923 
1913 .. De .. 398,244 263,954 662,198 





Totals .. £1,736,550 1,108,694 2,845,244 





AverageofSyears .. £347,310 221,739 569,049 





AMERICAN TARIFF. 


26. The new American tariff should be productive of great benefit 
to the Colony, inasmuch as it reduces the rate of duty on our main 
products as follows :— 

(1) Sponge reduced from 20 per cent. ad valorem to 10 per cent. 
ad valorem. 
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(2) Salt reduced from 11 cents per 100 Ibs. to free list. 

(3) Pineapples in barrels per cubic foot from 8 cents to 6 cents. 

(4) Pineapples in bulk from $8 to $5 per 1,000. 

(5) Pineapples preserved from 1 cent per lb. and 35 per cent. ad 
valorem to 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

(6) Citrus fruit from 1 cent to } cent per lb. 

(7) Lumber is on free list. 


AGRICULTURE, Fruir Cutrure, &c. 


27. An Act was passed in 1913 “re-establishing an Agricultural 
Board with a subsidy of £750 per annum for four years to carry on 
experiments with a view to the agricultural development of the 
Colony. 

28. The methods adopted by the Board are on the lines of parental 
encouragement of the peasant farmer. Some small quantities of 
seeds have been distributed to those unable to purchase and some 
tracts of Sea Island cotton have been started. A proposal has been 
made to import an expert cotton-planter to demonstrate to the farmers 
on the field, modern methods of planting, fertilizing and reaping. 

A Southdown ram has been imported and ewes purchased for 
breeding stock for sale. 

A produce exchange or warehouse for the receiving of out-island 
produce has been opened with a view to finding a market either locally 
or by export. 

29. Sisal. Exports in 1912, 8,067,485 lbs., value £66,427 ; exports 
in 1913, 7,249,496 Ibs., value £69,950; entirely to the United States 
of America. 

30. Grape Fruit. 565,322 fruit were exported, valued at £2,032, 
as against 200,280, valued at £563, in 1913-1914. 

31. Oranges. The export was 622,257, valued at £599, as compared 
with 121,180, valued at £172, the preceding year. In 1907 the export 
was over a million and a half fruit, valued at £3,000. 

82. Coconuts. 46,500 nuts, valued at £127, were exported, as 
against 16,347, valued at £52, in 1913-14. 

33. All the above articles of production are likely in the near future 
to receive stimulus by the attraction of foreign capital and by the 
effect of the proposed operations of the Development Board (referred 
to in more detail under the heads of Legislation, paragraph 47, and 
General Observations, paragraph 103). 


MANUFACTORIES. 


34. Pineapple canning factories. The export of tinned pineapples 
was, during the last five years :— 


£ 
In 1909, 46,639 cases, valued at 8,999 
In 1910, 43. 041 4 55 9,219 
In 1911, 29,532, we 5,970 
In 1912, 27,536, os 5,175 
In 1913, 31,192 ., 6,208 - 


(C83) B 
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There is one factory at Nassau, operated by an American company. 


The local supply of fruit not having been equal to the demand, 
the company in 1913 imported from Cuba 12,345 cases, equal to 
31,862 dozen, for canning purposes. 


35. Lumber Mills. The Bahamas Timber Company—an American 
concern—at Abaco milled 12,000,000 feet of pine, of which over 
6,000,000 feet went to Cuba. 2,000 tons of ice were also manufactured. 


This mill affords much employment to both local and American 
workmen, about 45 skilled and 375 unskilled workmen having been 
employed daily, with wages bill of some £6,200 and £15,000, respec- 
tively, per annum. 

The Company is in process of reconstruction and extensive develop- 
ments are contemplated. 


SPONGE AND OTHER Marine PRopUvctTs. 


36. Extracts from the Report of the Marine Products Board for 
the year 1913 are appended :— 


“ The sales for the year on the Exchange in Nassau amounted to £99,343 
and though the quantity sold did not equal that of the previous year» 
yet the sales show an increase of £3,604 over the returns for 1912. 

“The following table has been prepared shewing the sales of sponge 
on the Nassau Exchange for the last five years, in which it will be noted 
that there has been, with but one exception, a steady improvement 
during that period :— 


Sales for 1909 a6 Se ais «+ £69,685 
Sales for 1910 we a4 ae .. £83,289 
Sales for 1911 a ae Se .. £71,703 
Sales for 1912 be oe Sa .. £95,739 
Sales for 1913... ; ae .. £99,343 


“This return is for sales effected on the Exchange in the capital and 
does not include the purchases of sponge made by merchants trading at 
Andros and Acklins Island, where no official record is kept. Sponge to 
the value of at least £15,000 is sold at these islands annually, and this 
amount should be added to the figures above quoted in making up the 
total sales for any year. 

“There is a continued shrinkage in the supply of wocl sponge. This 
shortage has been referred to in other reports, but the Board is of the 
opinion that there has been no season in their history where the catch 
of wool was so little as in the one with which it now deals. 

“Unfortunately, the Board is not in a position to give any reason 
for the decrease in the most valuable of our sponge species, but the 
suggestion is made that if the wool sponge from one section of our sponging 
grounds were transplanted to another, there might be an improvement 
in the growth, just as the yield of pine fields is improved by the intro- 
duction of foreign stock. But this and all other questions concerning the 
harvest of the sea ought to be submitted to scientific investigation, as 
there is no one in the Colony who has studied marine life scientifically. 

“The growth of sponge by grafting has been occupying the attention 
of the Board for some time, but it was only a few months ago that they 
have committed themselves to an experiment in this industry. So far 
the Board is unable to report progress. 

“Tt has also been suggested that it is quite possible to transplant 
Mediterranean sponge in our waters, as the marine conditions here are 
almost identical with those of our more famous rival. It is needless for 
the Board to dwell on the immense gain that would accrue to the Colony 
if such an enterprise could be successfully conducted, and the Board has 
no hesitation in recommending it to the favourable consideration of 
the Government. 
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“Before closing the report on sponge the Board considers it its duty 
to point out that the exorbitant demands of the crews and the prevalence 
of the practice of desertion, due to the easy means of escape offered by 
the many vessels plying between this port and Miami, gives the Board 
much concern for the future of the principal business of the Colony, for 
in spite of the steady demand and the good prices obtained for all classes 
of sponge there seems to be more and more difficulty in finding crews to 
man the vessels engaged in the trade. 

RESERVES. 

“The sponge beds in the Bight of Acklins were re-opened on the first 
of January. 

“The Northern Bight of Andros will not be opened as the Commissioner’s 
report was so unfavourable that the Board deemed it advisable to extend 
the closure for another year. 

“The sponge beds known as the Westward or the Bahama Banks 
have been closed for fishing from the Ist day of October to the 30th day 
of June in the present year, it being the intention of the Board to keep 
this section closed for that period every year in future. 

** However seriously the Board considers the shrinkage in wool sponge, 
it is much more impressed with the decline of the turtle fishery. 

“The trade in both Hawksoill and Green Turtle can be said to be at 
a standstill. The few offerings of the former for the year were mainly 
from foreign sources, and the valuable Lantern-back and the Ragged 
Island and Cotton Cay Hawksbill have been but an insignificant fraction 
of the catch. Plainly, the turtle in our waters is fast becoming extinct 
and energetic measures are necessary to preserve the species to our trade” 

“As the Board has pointed out in former reports, a total closure would 
involve great expense and be but a doubtful benefit, but another remedy 
has been suggested which appears to be the most economical and effective 
that the Board has yet considered. 

“The Bahama Islands have many creeks with narrow entrances that 
are rich grazing grounds for turtle; if these creeks were fenced with 
wire netting, stocked with turtle and protected from poachers, there is 
every reason to believe that the turtle would thrive and increase, as the 
creeks abound with food and are provided with sand bays on which the 
turtle could lay their eggs. Unable to escape, and protected from their 
natural enemies, the turtle ought to increase rapidly. 

“The method is very different from that of placing the turtle in ponds. 
In the ponds the turtle cannot increase in number, as they have no bays 
to lay on and the eggs go to waste. The Board cannot consider the 
ponding of turtle other than as a waste of turtle life, as in a pond the 
creature loses its power of reproduction. 

“At present the young turtle is preyed on by sharks and other pre- 
datory fish, eaten by seabirds, and recklessly destroyed by fishermen. 
An idea of the loss of turtle life can be gained from the fact that a turtle 
lays from 300-400 eggs in the laying season. Indeed, were it not for the 
extreme fecundity of the species they would have long ago ceased to exist. 

“ As before stated the Board cannot undertake to move in any of these 
matters, as at present their engagements exceed their income, and they 
are carrying on their present work on the economy of past years.” 


37. A resident of Abaco has experimented with the béche de mer, or 
sea slug, which is used as an article of diet by the Chinese, and has 
shipped a sample case to China. Quantities were shipped many 
years ago to Key West, Florida. 

38. An article has recently appeared in the “Canada West-India 
Magazine” advocating the introduction of the pearl oyster into the 
Bahamas. The subject is now engaging the attention of the Marine 
Products Board. 

(C83) B2 
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39. No Crown land was sold during 1913. Approximately 365,431 
acres have been sold and 2,434,730 acres remain ungranted. 


40. A very large number of holdings remain unsurveyed for want 
of staff, and it is not the policy of the Government to sell any more 
Crown lands except for building or other special purpose until arrange- 
ments can be made for surveying the same. The Government is, 
however, prepared to grant leases on reasonable terms. 


41. As regards concessions for cutting pine timber and extracting 
rosin and turpentine from trees on Crown land, the Secretary of 
State has recently approved the terms on which such concessions 
may be made, and they can be obtained on application to the Colonial 
Secretary, Nassau, Bahamas. 


42. There is an area of about seven square miles in New Providence 
on which pine trees grow, and about twenty-one square miles at 
Cocoa Plum Creek, Abaco. The other pine bearing land on Abaco, 
as well as the right to cut timber on Andros and Grand Bahama, has 
been conceded for a lengthy term to an American Company—the 
Bahamas Timber Company, Limited. 


43, SHIPPING. 




















Sailing Vessels. j Steam Vessels. 
as ones a 
Nationality. Entered. i Cleared. Entered. Cleared. 
——— = nee 
*| Vessels} Tons | Vessels} Tons | Vessels) Tons ied Tons 
i 
| 
British --| 136 | 13,056 | 133 | 13,118 | 63 45,708, 64 46,577 
American .. 6 1,531 | 6°! 1,531 94 | 226,616 93 | 222,984 
Haytian .. 18 223! 18 | 223; — _ = _ 
Russian. 1 384 1 384; — — —-{},— 
Cuban _ _ —i1— 3 2,464 2 | 2,372 
German ae Male -—-j 154 | 531,910 154 | 531,910 
Norwegian...) — | — — i = 2 1,725 2 | 1,725 
Danish = = SS 1 | 1,669 1 | 1,669 
| | eels ae 
Totals ..| 161 | 15,194 | 158 | 15,256 | 317 | 810,092 316 | 807,237 

















Totals 1912] 169 |17,870 169 | 18,609 | 279 | 605,659 280 | 605,706 
! | ! | | 





The increased tonnage is almost entirely due to the fact that more 
steamers of the Hamburg-American Line called at Inagua and Long 
Cay for the purpose of engaging stevedore labourers. 


44, The number and total tonnage of sailing vessels built in the 
Colony during the past five years was 9 and 133 tons in 1909; 9 and 
336 tons in 1910; 10 and 179 tons in 1911; 2 and 22 tons in 1912; 
and 10 and 440 tons in 1913. 
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III.—LEGISLATION. 
Session oF 1912-13. 


45. The Session of 1912-13 was the longest on record, lasting nearly 
eight months. 


46. I am indebted to the Honourable Harcourt Malcolm, K.C., 
Speaker of the House of Assembly, and Honorary Secretary of the 
Bahamas Branch of the Society of Comparative Legislation, for the 
following resumé* of the more important of the Acts passed :— 


“ CHAPTER 3—BrirtTus AND DEATHS. 


“The Births and Deaths Registration Act 1913 is the first Act dealing 
comprehensively with the question which has been passed by the Legis- 
lature since 1850. 

“The Governor is given power to divide the Colony into districts and 
appoint a Registrar General and other Registrars. The Registrar of 
Records, so long as that office continues, is to be Registrar General, and 
Out-Island Commissioners are ex officio Registrars of their respective 
districts. For the first time in the history of the Colony an order for 
burial is made necessary ;_ but in consequence of the conditions obtaining 
on some of the Out Islands of the Colony the Governor by proclamation 
may exempt any district from this necessity.” 


Note by Colonial Secretary. 


This Act has, however, not yet been brought into operation, difficulties 
having arisen as to the administrative measures necessary to give it 
practical effect. 


“‘ CHAPTER 4—PILOTS AND PILOTAGE. 


“The Pilotage Act 1913 takes the place of nineteen Acts and parts of 
four other Acts which have been in the melting pot for some time. 


“CHAPTER 6—TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT. 


“The Telegraph Department Act 1913 creates one department to 
control the two—wire and wireless—systems of telegraphy and makes 
the operators interchangeable. 


“CHAPTER 8—ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT. 


“The Electrical Department Act 1913 amalgamates the Telephone 
Department created in 1906 and the Electric Light Department created 
in 1907 into one Department called the Electrical Department consisting 
of two divisions—electricity and telephones. The Superintendent and 
Clerk form the staff common to both divisions of the new Department; 
otherwise each division has a separate staff. The control of this composite 
department is taken away from the Governor in Council and given to a 
Board of seven members selected by the Governor on popular lines. 

‘* For the purposes of the supply of electricity a loan of £20,000 is made 
from the Treasury to the Board, who immediately repay to the Treasury, 
with interest at 3 per cent., all sums heretofore advanced under the repealed 
Electric Light Act 1907. This loan carries interest at the rate of three 
pounds per centum per annum and is to be paid off in not less than 30 
years. Power is given to the Governor in Council, at the request of the 
Board, to invest any money standing to the credit of the Electric Light 
Fund. Similarly a loan of £800 is made to the Board from the Treasury 
in connection with the telephone system. The rate of interest, however, 
is two pounds and ten shillings per centum per annum, and this loan is to 
be repaid in not less than five years. Provision is made for punishing for 
any damage to any of the works in connection with either system. The 





*This resumé has been curtailed. 
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rinciple of giving compensation for damage to private property in carry- 
ing out the raairposen of the Act is incorporated in this Act, although it 
was not in previous Acts dealing with these subjects. The amount of 
this compensation is to be determined by arbitration and, in the event 
of the disagreement of the arbitrators, by the umpirage of the Chief 
Justice. - 


“ CHAPTER 9—AUDIT. OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 


“The Audit Act 1913 as originally introduced into the House was merely 
a consolidating measure, but the House referred it to the Standing Com- 
mittee on Public Accounts, and this Committee inserted a section which 
is analogous to sections 21 and 32 of The Imperial Audit and Exchequer 
Act 1866 and which brings the Auditor more closely under the supervision 
of the House. 


“CHAPTER 1]1—AGRICULTURE. 


“The Board of Agriculture Act 1913 provides £750 a year for four 
years for carrying on experiments with a view to the agricultural develop- 
ment of the Colony. It is proposed to work along lines broader than, 
and differing radically from, those followed in making previous attempts, 
which unhappily resulted in failure. The maximum number of the Board 
is fixed at nine, of whom at least two must be members of the House of 
Assembly. The maintenance of a Botanical Station is left in the discre- 
tion of the Board. The employment of expert assistance is also 
discretionary with the Board, but is subject to the approval of the 
Governor. 


“ CHAPTER 13—-HOTEL AND STEAMSHIP SERVICE. 


“The Hotel and Steamship Service Act 1913 gives a general authority 
to the Governor in Council to enter into a contract for a steamship service 
with Florida and for hotel accommodation in Nassau for the period of 
five years at an annual subsidy not exceeding five thousand pounds. 
As in previous Hotel Acts there is exemption from certain import duties 
of customs and tonnage, light and other port dues, including pilotage. 


“ CHapTeR 18—Criminat Law (FEMALES AND CHILDREN). 


“The Criminal Law Amendment Act 1913 consolidates four Acts and 
parts of another dealing with offences against women and children, and 
includes some of the provisions of the Imperial Act, 4 Ed. VII, c. 15, 
relating to the prevention of cruelty to children. 


“CuaPTER 19—LEprErs. 


“The Lepers Act 1913 makes an attempt to provide for the isolation 
and segregation of lepers as effectively as possible with a minimum expense 
to the Colony, and without imposing any unduly stringent conditions 
upon them. Provision is made for their isolation under proper conditions 
either in private houses or in the Leper Asylum, which is defined as any 
part of the Bahamas General Hospital, and restrictions are imposed on 
the landing of alien lepers in the Colony. No person can be treated as 
a leper without examination by two medical men. The administration 
of this Act is vested partly in the Board of Health and partly in the 
Hospital Commissioners. Power is also given to make rules for carrying 
out the Act in certain respects.” 


Note by Colonial Secretary. 


This Act is not yet in practical fotce pending consideiation of the 
important question of accommodation. 
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‘“* CHAPTER 21—Oprum CONVENTION. 


“The Opium Act 1913 is designed to give effect to the measures decided 
upon in the International Opium Convention signed at the Hague on the 
23rd day of January 1912, and to regulate the importation of opium, 
morphine, cocaine and similar drugs in the Colony. The Act is based 
on the draft Gold Coast Ordinance. The House passed the Bill in re- 
demption of the pledge given by adopting the resolution reported by a 
Select Committee of the House. 


“© CHAPTER 22— POISONS AND DRUGS. 


“The Pharmacy Act 1913 represents the result of the efforts which the 
Government has been making for several years to modernise our laws 
dealing with the sale of poisons and drugs. There had not been any 
legislation on the subject since 1875. The sale of medicines or drugs 
is restricted to properly licensed persons, who are divided into four classes. 
A licence remains in force as long as the annual fee of £5 is paid, and the 
licensee lives, and there is no cancellation. Provision is made for the 
creation of a Board for the examination of candidates and the issue of 
certificates of competency. Prescriptions must be numbered and filed 
by alicensee. If the owner of the prescription desires to retain the original 
prescription and it contains no dangerous substances or quantities a copy 
of it must be filed. Stringent regulations governing the sale of poisons 
are embodied in the Act.” 


Session or 1914. 


47. The following is a resumé* of the principal Acts of the 
Session which closed on 22nd June, 1914. This has also kindly been 
supplied by Mr. Malcolm :— 

“CuapTer 1. TaRirr. 


“The Tariff Act, 1914, is important only in that it reduces the ad 
valorem import duty of customs from 25 per cent. to 20 per cent. and 
by the omission of a number of articles from the Duty Free List makes 
them liable to duties of customs; and considerably increases the duty 
on spirits. The text of the Act is identical with that of the Act of 1908, 
the only novelty being the registration of articles exported from the 
Colony with a view to their being exempt from the payment of import 
duty upon their re-importation. The privilege of free importation accorded 
to the Inspector of Imperial Lighthouses is abolished, although preserved 
in the case of the present holder. Among duty free imports the wide 
definition of ‘ Passengers’ baggage ’ should prevent any evasion of import 
duty by passengers, who are also allowed £20 worth of other goods duty 
free. 

“CHAPTER 7. REGISTRAR-GENERAL. 


“The Registrar-General’s Act, 1914, aids in bringing into effect the 
much-debated scheme of abolishing one of the Stipendiary and Circuit 
Magistrates and creating a general Registry of the records of the Colony 
by combining the office of the Registrar of the Supreme Court with 
that of the Registrar of Records. The Registrar-General, whose salary 
is fixed at £400 a year, in addition to being head of this combined Depart- 
ment will also be under the obligation of acting as Magistrate in New 
Providence while the Stipendiary and Circuit Magistrate is on circuit. 
He also must perform a magisterial circuit of the Out-Islands once a year, 
and for the expenses of this circuit he is allowed £85. 

“CHapTeR 12. PROSTITUTION. 

“The Immoral Traffic Act, 1914, became necessary as it had been 
deemed desirable that the Colony should make a declaration of accession 
to the International Convention for the suppression of the White Slave 
Traffic, and this Act has been passed in order to fulfil the obligations 
incurred by that accession. This Act reproduces the provisions of the 
Imperial Acts, 2 Ed. VII., c. 11, and 2 and 3 Geo. V., ¢. 20. 


* This resumé has been curtailed. 
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“CuapTeR 13. CriminaL Law. 

“The Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1914, is a companion Act to 
the Immoral Traffic Act, 1914. It is a reproduction largely of the pro- 
visions of the Imperial Act, 2 and 3 Geo. V., c. 20, giving power for arrest 
without a warrant, increasing penalties for procurers, and strengthening 
the law for the suppression of brothels. 


“CHapPrer 17. Pousric HEaLru. 


“The Public Health Act 1914 is a part of the Bill which incurred a 
considerable amount of opposition during the Session of 1913. It provides 
a practically complete code regulating health matters. The creation of 
public health authorities and their administration ; unsound food ; water ; 
aerated water; milk ; infectious diseases and the prohibition of certain 
trades to persons suffering from infectious diseases are dealt with by the 
various sections of this comprehensive enactment, which is a largely 
consolidating but at the same time amplifying measure. 


“CHAPTER 18. DEVELOPMENT BoarD. 

“The Development Board Act 1914 marks a bold advance on the part 
of the Colony with a view to advertising the Colony thoroughly as a 
tourist resort. 

“CuHapTeR 19. Mart SERVICE. 
_ ‘The Mail Service Amendment Act 1914 provides more elastic powers 
in making a tract for the carriage of mails, passengers and freight. While 
it does not limit the amount at the disposal of the Governor in Council 
the Act itself is limited in duration. 
“CHAPTER 23. DISEASES OF PLANTS. 


_ “The Plants Protection Act 1914 is designed to protect the agricultural 
interests of the Colony by providing stringent regulations in connection 
with the importation of plants.” 


48. On account of the outbreak of war between England and 
Germany it became necessary to hold a special session of the Legis- 
lature on the 7th and 8th of August, 1914, when two Bills were passed 
and assented to, one to give the force of law to any proclamations 
issued by the Governor on the instructions of the Secretary of State 
and the other to authorise the Government to incur expenditure in 
supplying relief in cases of distress while a state of war exists. 





IV.— EDUCATION. 


49. The following table gives statistics of the primary schools. 
They do not include private and denominational schools :— 

















Board Schools. Grant-in-Aid Schools.| Totals. 
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50. The teaching staff employed by the Board of Education con- 
sisted of 48 principal teachers, 8 assistant teachers, 5 pupil teachers, 
174 monitors, 13 sewing teachers, 4 students in training, and 15 
employed in aided schools. 


51. The total numbers receiving primary education are given in the 
following table :— 





| | 
1912. 1913. 





| Boys. | Girls. | Total. Boys. | Girls. |-Total. 
| 





Board Schools .. ..| 3,487 | 3,018 | 6,455 | 3,247 | 3,139 | 6,386 
Aided Private Schools .. 650 | 640 | 1,290 627; 617 | 1,244 
Church of England ..| 677 | 855 | 1,532 712 877 | 1,589 
Roman Catholic... os 225 | 334 559 217 325 | 542 
Private Schools .. 133 137 270 112 117 229 





Wesleyan Schools 








Total 5,122 | 4,984 | 10,106 4,915 | 5,075 | 9,990 











| 
| 





52. Primary education is compulsory between the ages of 6 and 
14 years, is provided by the Government, and is controlled by a 
Board of Education consisting of 12 members (under the Chairmanship 
of the Colonial Secretary) appointed annually by the Governor. 
The Board receives an annual grant from the Legislature of £6,000, 
out of which school houses, teachers’ residences, &c., have to be 
provided and kept in repair, as well as the payment of teachers’ 
salaries and general expenses. The cost is greatly enhanced by the 
breaking up of the population into many small settlements long 
distances apart on the various islands, themselves separated for 
many miles. The average cost for each child on the rolls is 14s. 83d. 
and for each child in average attendance 21s. 


‘53. The grant-aided schools received an average grant of £25 in 
aid of the teachers’ incomes, supplies of books and materials, and 
in many cases assistance in building or fitting up and furnishing 
school rooms, on condition that they should be unsectarian, and that 
the teachers should pass an easy examination and that the results 
produced should be fairly satisfactory. School fees are supposed to 
be the teachers’ chief income, but very few are paid in cash. Field 
produce and labour are the principal items, and no returns of these, 
nor of the occasional cash payments, are ever made to the Education 
Department. The total amount is, however, in each case so small 
that, but for the grants, the schools would be closed. 


54. In addition to the schools under the control of the Board 
there were 34 maintained by the Church of England, six of which 
were in New Providence ; average roll 1,589, and average attendance 
941. 
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There were also five Roman Catholic schools, total roll about 542, 
and 14 private schools, roll 229. 


55. There is still, unfortunately, no State provision for secondary 
education, but private organisations connected with religious bodies 
provided higher instruction as follows :— 











Number} Number 
Name of School. of Boys. | of Girls. Total. 
Queen’s. College and Preparatory School 
(Wesleyan) .. ee ne “ee ..| 58 41 99 
Nassau Grammar School (Church of England) 20 = 20 
St. Francis Xavier's Academy (Roman }- 
Catholic)... ae ats oe My 9 36 45 
Governor’s Harbour (Eluthera) Ge ae 6 17 23 
Wilson City (Abaco) .. a ae ve 9 6 15 
Harbour Island aS oe Se 14 8 22 
Total .. es ons --| 116 108 224 














56. As was stated in the Report for 1913, it is matter for serious 
consideration whether the primary education given in the Board 
schools should not be restricted to the three R’s, and more attention 
paid to industrial, agricultural, and technical instruction ; but it is 
difficult to see how much can be done in this direction in view of the 
limited grant, the large number of teachers—mostly poorly paid—to 
be provided, and the widely scattered nature of the Colony. 


57. In the matter of agriculture, the Board dealing with that 
subject have recently come to the aid of the Board of Education by 
promising a supply of seeds and tools for distribution as well as prizes 
for competition. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospirau. 


58. The Bahamas Seneral Hospital, formerly known as the New 
Providence Asylum, and now as “ The Hospital,” was established in 
1809 as a poorhouse and hospital for the poor and infirm of the island. 
Since then the institution has grown steadily, and its functions have 
been extended in many directions. In 1845 it was placed under a 
Board of Commissioners appointed by the Governor, and now com- 
prises the hospital proper, the infirmary, dispensary, the lunatic 
asylum, and the leper compound. 


BawaMas, 1913-14. 19 


59. The number of inmates on 1st January, 1913, was :— 
Males. Females. Total. 


Alexandra Hospital es 13 34 
Victoria Infirmary wo 6 15 31 
Lunatic Asylum .. .. 20 14 34 
Leper Asylum... ee 0 3 

Total .. .. 60 42 102 


60. Five hundred and fifty patients were admitted during the 
year, making the total number under treatment 652, of whom 248 
were discharged recovered, 181 relieved, 36 discharged not improved, 
and 136 died. 


61. At the close of the year 90 remained—33 in the Alexandra 
Hospital, 22 in the Victoria Infirmary, 32 in the Lunatic Asylum, 
and 3 in the Leper Asylum. 


62. The Colonial Surgeon visited 215 cases at their homes on 
certificate from the Relieving Officer. 


63. The feasibility of forming a leper colony on one of the adjacent 
small islands is under consideration. This is necessary if the Lepers 
Act, 1913, which provides for compulsory segregation in certain cases, 
is to be made operative. 


Savines Bank. 


64, During the year ended 30th June, 1913, 3,764 deposits, 
amounting to £8,900, and 2,204 withdrawals, amounting to £9,468, 
were made. The number of depositors on June 30th, 1913, was 2,361, 
including 495 dead and unclaimed accounts. 


The balance due to depositors was £26,200 16s. 5d. 


The total liabilities amounted to £26,204 4s. 5d., assets to £29,720 
10s. 1d., surplus £3,516 5s. 8d. 


65. As compared with the previous year’s transactions there has 
been an increase of 726 in number and of £1,388 13s. 1d. in the amount 
of deposits; an increase of 219 in number and £2,058 18s. 4d. in 
amount of withdrawals ; an increase of 181 in number and of £7 2s. 11d. 
in the amount due to depositors. 


66. During the year 619 deposits, amounting to £1,707 19s.-4d., 
and 82 withdrawals, amounting to £284 3s. 5d., were made at offices 
in the out-islands. 


67. Compared with the previous year there was a marked increase 
in the number of transactions and amount deposited at branch offices, 
notably at Wilson City, Abaco, where the Bahamas Timber Company 
is operating, but as most of the deposits were withdrawn soon after 
the accounts were opened, due to the shifting of labourers, it is ques- 
tionable whether the object of the bank in fostering thrift is attained. 
Still, a useful purpose is served in providing a place of safety for the 
earnings of labourers while away from home. 
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VI. JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Potice 


68. The strength of the force on Ist January, 1914, was 85. 
Twenty-two men (17 from Barbados) were enlisted during 1913 and 
20 discharged (5 on pension). 


69. A miniature rifle range (25 yards) has been made in the barrack 
grounds, which, in addition to affording more practical instruction 
m musketry, is necessary for preliminary practices before proceeding 
to the rifle range. 


70. On the 16th December an armed party consisting of 
1 -officer and 22 N.C.O’s. and men proceeded to Abaco on special 
service for the purpose of checking any: disturbance that might 
possibly arise among the employees of the Bahamas Timber 
Company in consequence of a crisis in the affairs of the Company. 
The party returned to Nassau on the 22nd December, the employees 
of the Company having been paid off on the 20th, and the crisis 
averted. 


71, The band has been placed on a more satisfactory footing, 
provision having been made for the payment of the bandmaster and 
members. 


PRIsoNs. 


72. The number of prisoners on the 1st January, 1913, was 49 
males, 11 females, and 4 juveniles. 


The number on the 31st December, 1913, was 43 males, 10 females, 
and 1 juvenile. | 


73. The number of admissions for the year was 121 males, 56 females, 
and 14 juveniles. 


The total number of admissions for the preceding year was 245. 


74. The daily average of prisoners was 56°91 of whom 45:19 were 
males, 8:99 females and 2°73 juveniles. The daily average number 
for the preceding year was 70°88, caused by the conviction of 59 persons 
for larceny from a stranded steamer. 


75. The following punishments were inflicted on prisoners under” 
going sentence :—Solitary confinement, 9; reduction of diet, 57; 
forfeiture of industrial marks, 7; and whipping juveniles with the 
birch, 2. 


The number of punishments during the preceding year was 144. 


Punishment by reduction of diet is approved by the Medical Officer 
before being caxried into effect. 


Punishment by “ solitary confinement” in a dark cell and crank work 
have been abolished. 
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No case of serious insubordination occurred during the year. There 
was no punishment by flogging with the cat. 


76. Two prisoners escaped from gangs working without the prison 
walls. They were retaken on the same day by the police. 


77. Nine persons were discharged under the industrial marks 
rules, by which an adult prisoner sentenced to penal servitude or 
imprisonment with hard labour for a period of one year and upwards 
may earn a reduction of one-fourth (}) of his sentence. One prisoner 
was released for medical reasons by His Excellency the Governor. 
Two prisoners concerned in pillaging from a wreck off Cat Island 
were pardoned and released on His Majesty’s birthday by His Excellency 
the Governor. One prisoner of exemplary conduct was pardoned 
and released on Christmas Day by His Excellency the Governor. 


VII. VITAL STATISTICS. 
78. The births in 1913 numbered 1907, as against 1,824 in 1912. 
The deaths were 1,433, as against 1,498 in 1912. The birth rate was 
34 per 1,000 and the death rate 25°6 per 1,000. 


79. The estimated population on Ist January, 1913, was 56,318 








Births, 1913... -. 1,907 

Deaths, 1913 .. .. 1,483 
Add excess of births Ae éy ee oh 474 
56,792 
Deduct excess of emigrants overimmigrants .. 1,026 
Estimated population on lst January, 1914. ..--55,766 





80. Whooping-cough has been epidemic during the year over the 
whole Colony. There were 30 cases of typhoid fever, of which 8 died. 


81. As regards water supply the commonest source of supply is 
wells. From an analysis which has been made at the Imperial Institute 
it appears that, from the samples analysed, the water is hard, contains 
large proportions of chlorine, and is in most instances polluted. The 
other source of supply is rain water stored in tanks, tubs and under- 
ground cisterns. 


82. The services of a noted expert—Mr. H. H. Humphreys—were 
obtained with the view of demonstrating whether a supply of fresh 
water sufficient for the needs of the city and suburbs of Nassau could 
be obtained by boring or otherwise, and his report will no doubt be 
laid before the House of Assembly next Session. 
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Mererorotoeicat Statistics. 


83. The following are the meteorological data for the past two 
years -— 


























Temperature. Means of | Extremes of 
‘ear. j 8 j aot 
Year. FI j | F | § | g g | 
de) Spe | Bae Bs BY Ai oe ee) Se 
o | « = | & ao ice = 
foe fiers ae Pals Ee er es 
| 
1912 7 79°2 | 80-6 | 79°5 | 83:0 | 72:9 | 91:5 | 57-0 | 36-79 
1913 .| 77:0,| 79:0 | 78-1 | 86-4 | 67-1 | 91:0 | 63-5 | 39-96 
i i 














VIII. POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH. 


84. The postal revenue for 1913-14 was £4,354, as compared with 
£7,369 in the previous year, which was abnormally inflated by reason 
of ‘sales, amounting to £3,825, to dealers outside the Colony of postage 
stamps of the issue of King George. 

85. The expenditure was £775, as against £706. To this must be 
added the annual foreign and inter-insular mail subsidies amounting 
to some £10,000 a year. 

86. The total number of postal packets, exclusive of parcels, received 
and despatched was 885,005, an increase of 33,719 over the preceding 
year. 

87. 2,930 money orders, value £5,509, were issued, and 721, value 
£2,371, drawn. In 1912-13 the figures were 2,738 issued, value 
£5,463 ; 814 drawn, value £2,571. 

88. 2,069 British postal orders, value £834, were issued, and 677, 
value £408, paid. In 1912-13 the figures were 1,565 issued, value 
£611, and 758, value £432, paid. 


The postal order system has been extended to the out-islands. 


Mart Contracts. 


89. The contract with the New York and Cuba Mail Steamship 
Company (generally known as the Ward Line) for a mail passenger 
and freight fortnightly service between New York and Nassau, for 
which a subsidy of £2,500 per annum was paid, expired on 31st May, 
1914, and negotiations are in progress for a new contract. Meanwhile 
it became necessary in the interests of the mercantile community for 
the Government to charter small steamers in New York to bring and 


take freight. 
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90. The contract with the Peninsular and Occidental Steamship 
Company and the Florida East Coast Hotel Company providing for 
a steamer for mails, passengers and freight to run between Florida 
and Nassau during the short winter season, and providing also for 
the maintenance of a first-class hotel in Nassau during that time, 
was renewed for five years, the subsidy being, as heretofore, £5,000 
a year. 


TELEGRAPHS. 


91. Prior to June the cable, which is the property of the Colonial 
Government, maintained its good working condition, but during that 
month a fault developed which reduced its efficiency to a considerable 
extent. The fault gradually increased until, in early December, 
telegraph signals became so unreliable that it was considered advisable 
to abandon further attempts at working. Eventually the services 
of a cable repair tug were secured and partial repairs effected on the 
Florida shore, some three-quarters of a mile of new cable was sub- 
stituted, and the cable restored to fair working order. The cost of 
repairs, which were effected within a mile of the Jupiter Beach, was 
approximately £650. Since then, however, another break unfortunately 
occurred, and the cable is now entirely out of commission. Repairs 
will cost a considerable sum, and the Government is at present con- 
sidering whether it will not be advisable to relay the whole cable. 
Fortunately the Government had the radio-telegraph as a substitute 
during the interruption to the cable, and, through the courtesy of the 
United States Government Radio Service, there was frequent daily 
communication with its station at Jupiter, Florida. 


92. While the Radio Service was not so prompt or reliable as that 
over the cable, it has, in this instance, justified to the fullest extent 
every effort made in advocating wireless telegraphy, primarily as a 
safeguard in the event of failure in the telegraph cable. 


93. For the twenty-second year in succession there has been no 
formal complaint either as to delay or error in the telegraph business 
of the department during the year. 


94. The revenue for 1913 was £1,988 14s. 3d., exceeding by nearly 
£400 that of any previous year. 


95. The radio-telegraph system installed by the Anglo-French 
Wireless Telegraph Company was completed about the middle of 
August, and, apart from a faulty motor originally supplied, which 
has been replaced by a new and more suitable machine, the radio 
installation has been an unqualified success. There has been communi- 
cation with Ward Line ships 350 miles distant; with Hamburg- 
American Line ships at Inagua; with Kingston, Jamaica; with 
Charleston, U.S.A., 600 miles; with Colon, Panama, 1,000 miles ; 
and signals sent out from the station at Nassau have been heard at 
Newport, Rhode Island, 1,100 miles, and at Toronto, Canada, some 
1,500 miles, both of the latter points reporting the signals to be very 
clear. But it should be pointed out that the long-distance work 
referred to above has been carried on during the winter months, 
during which period disturbing atmospheric electricity is at its 
minimum, 
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TELEPHONES. 


96. The Government telephone system in Nassau is now entirely 
equipped with concrete poles. It is in contemplation to replace the 
present switchboard by one of the latest type, with capacity for 600 
subscribers. Rentals produced £1,202 in 1913-14. The cost of 
maintenance was £763, and after repayment of £400 instalment of 
loan the fund had in hand on March 31st, 1914, £524. 


Exzcrric Licur. 


97. By an Act of 1913 the control of the electric light and tele- 
phones has been taken away from the Governor in Council and vested 
in a Board of seven members appointed annually by the Governor. 
There are now 396 subscribers, with 5,773 lights, and 276 public 
street lamps, and the demand for electricity is such that it will shortly 
be necessary to instal a new storage battery and machinery of greater 
capacity. 


TX. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Forrien Lazovr. 


98. The following table summarizes the foreign labour traffic for 
two years :— 





Number of Labourers 

















Number of brought back after 
Labourers engaged. | _. expiration of engage- 
Number a wunber ment. 
of i 
; steam | 
steam To | To work | vessels | From | From work 
vessels | work on | on docks, | home- | work on| on docks, 
outward board | railroads, | ward board | railways, 
bound. ships | lumber | bound. ships lumber 
(Steve- |camps, &c. (Steve- | camps, &o. 
dores). | (Contzact), dores). | (Contract). 
Inagua. 
1912 .. 64 2,550 —_ 64 2,508 68 
1913 .. 68 2,942 126 66 2,840 272 
Long Cay. 
1912 .. 41 1,476 — 48 1,448 256 
1913 .. 53 2,027 —_ 52 1,934 —_ 








99. The Commissioner at Inagua reports that :— 


“Wages are 50 cents per diem from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., one dollar per 
diem for Sundays, and 10 cents per hour for extra hours. One hundred 
and twenty-six of these men were employed by C. C. Mengel & Bro. 
Company at Belize, British Honduras. They were employed in laying 
railways and loading cars. The other men were employed as stevedores 
on the Hamburg-American Line, Atlas Service Steamships, and the 
George D. Emery’s Steamships in loading mahogany at Colombian and 
Nicaraguan ports.” 
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The Commissioner at Long Cay writes as follows :— 


‘All of these vessels (steamships) calling belong to the Hamburg- 
Amer can Line. The rate of wages is 50 cents American silver per day 
and 10 cents per hour overtime. The total amount of the pay sheet for 
the year is $26,686. 


Nore.—On the outbreak of hostilities between England and Germany 
in August, 1914, the stevedore traffic, as far as the Hamburg-American 
Line is concerned, ceased. 


Emigration to Fioripa. 


100. The emigration of the labouring classes to Florida continued 
during the year 1913, much to the detriment of the local industries. 

The following table shows that during the three years ended 31st 
December, 1918, the excess of the persons who emigrated over those 
who returned was 2,372 :— 





Out. | In. 


| | | 
Total, | Male. lPeimete'| Total. | Male. 'Female.) Total. 


| | | 


Excess of Outs. 





| 
Male. Female. | 








1911*..) 2,382 | 848 | 3,230 | 1,521 | 443 | 1,964 | 861 | 405 1,266 
1912 ..| 1,909 719 | 2,628 | 1,922 626 | 2,548 | 13 93 80 
1913 ..) 2,547 875 | 3,422 | 1,779 617 | 2,396 | 768 | 258 1,026 














+ Total .| 6,838 | 2,442 | 9,280 | 5,222 | 1,686 | 6,908 | 1,616 | 756 | 2,372 





* Approximate. 


101. In 1914, however, a reverse movement has set in, and during 
the six months ended 30th June there was an excess of persons 
returning over those leaving of 504. 


ADMINISTRATION. 


102. The Treasury and Customs Departments have ‘been separated 
and are about to be moved to convenient and commodious quarters 
which will be sold by the Crown to the Colony for that purpose. 
When the reorganisation of the Departments is completed it is safe 
to anticipate a considerable increase of customs revenue, on account 
of improved methods of administration and the exercise of closer 
vigilance. 


103. Before the year is out it is intended to amalgamate the 
Departments of the Registrar-General and the Registrar of the Supreme 
Court under the authority of an Act recently passed and referred to 
in paragraph 47 of this Report. This will also involve a change in 
office accommodation, including the transfer of the Magistrates’ 
Court to the building (admittedly too small) now used by the Post 
Office, and the erection of a new Post Office. 
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104. A feature of the administration of the government of this 
Colony has always been the Public Boards, and too much credit cannot 
be given to the many citizens who give, without reward other than 
the thanks of the Government and their fellow citizens, their valuable 
time and services for the public welfare. 


On these Boards serve many public officials, as well as representa 
tives from the Executive and Legislative Councils, the House of 
Assembly, and the mercantile community. 


The Boards deal with the following matters :— 
The education of the Colony. 
The public works of New Providence. 
The general hospital. ; 
The public health of the Colony. 
The Nassau prison. 
Pilotage. 
Marine products. 
Agriculture. 
Electric light and telephones. 
The development of the Colony by’ advertisement, attracting 
tourists and opening up fresh avenues for trade. 
And the public library. 


Toronto ExuHIsition. 


105. The Colony was successfully represented at the Toronto 
Exhibition in 1911 and 1913, and the Chamber of Commerce have 
been granted a sum of £300, with which they hope to make a still 
more effective display at the forthcoming exhibition. 


As a means of making this Colony more known in Canada as a 
desirable health resort, representation annually at this popular 
exhibition is most desirable and is not expensive. 


TourRISTs. 


106. As a winter health and pleasure resort Nassau has for many 
years past attracted a considerable number of American and Canadian 
visitors, and the hotels and boarding houses were fairly full. It is 
estimated that about 2,600 tourists arrived, in addition to 1,231 
visitors from pleasure steamers staying here a few hours on their way 
north or south. Considering that the Colony pays £5,000 a year to 
subsidize a hotel and steamship service with Florida for only about 
ten weeks in the season these figures cannot be regarded as at all 
satisfactory. 


107. The Colony has never been efficiently and sufficiently adver- 
tised. A certain amount of advertising is done by the steamship 
companies and the American hotel, but the attractions of the Colony 
are not nearly so well known in the United States and in Canada as 
are those of Bermuda. 
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108. Fired by the example of its sister Colony—Bermuda—the 
House of Assembly has at length tackled the question seriously, and 
a Development Board has been formed with power to advertise, to 
appoint agents, and to negotiate contracts for steamship communica- 
tion. For this purpose the Legislature has voted to the Board £3,000 
for each of the years 1914-15 and 1915-16, and £2,000 for each of the 
three following financial years. 


This is a leap in the right direction, and should result in a very 
large increase in our tourist traffic in the near future. 


Derreninc Nassau HarRBour. 


109. As being a matter of great interest to the Colony, I subjoin 
the remarks on this subject which appeared in the Report for 1912-13.— 


“This important question has been under consideration for a great 
number of years, but beyond the accumulation of reports and minutes 
nothing was done. 


“But in the session of 1911 the House adopted a report recommending 
that tenders be invited from three responsible firms for blowing up the 
bar and deepening the harbour, and providing that, in case the Colony 
should not be able to enter into a contract for the work, each of the three 
firms tendering should be allowed the sum of £200 to defray the expenses 
of the expert report, but that in the event of the Colony making a con- 
tract no expenses should be allowed. 


“Tt was not, of course, possible to call for tenders on such indefinite 
terms, and the Governor, in a message of the 13th March, 1912, furnished 
the House with certain facts and figures showing the estimated number 
of cubic yards of rock and sand to be removed, in order to cut a channel 
through the bar having a minimum depth of 30 feet and to make a basin 
in the harbour of similar depth. 


“Thereupon the House adopted a report of a Select Committee recom- 
mending that tenders be invited for blowing up the bar and deepening 
the harbour, and also for blowing up the reef at the entrance to Cochrane’s 
Anchorage, and recommending, further, that the House should agree to 
the raising of a loan of £100,000 should a suitable tender be submitted. 


“Negotiations were entered into on the lines of this proposal and 
tenders invited from firms in America and through the Crown Agents in 
London. The result was not satisfactory. Mr. A. B. Bowers, who was 
associated with Mr. H. T. Trumbo in the investigation made by them in 
1904, came to Nassau and made an examination and took borings, but 
his report was too vague, and it was not found possible to come to any 
definite conclusion. A Message was sent to the House by the Acting- 
Governor submitting the correspondence on the subject, which included 
a proposal by Messrs. Coode, Matthews, Fitzmaurice, and Wilson to 
send out an expert engineer at the expense of the Colony who would 
investigate on the spot and would then be in a position to enable them to 
report :— 


(a) On the best scheme which could be carried out for £100,000. 


(b) The cost of carrying out such a scheme as would meet the require- 
ments of the Colony.” 
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The House voted a sum of £750 for this purpose, and subse- 
quently a further sum of £496 4s. 10d. for making the necessary 
borings required by the Consulting Engineers. 


It is hoped that the report of Mr. A. Havelock Case, the expert 
sent out by the Crown Agents, will settle once for all the question 
whether works can be undertaken which will satisfy the requirements 
of the port and at the same time be within the financial means of the 
Colony. 


Surprine Commission. 


110. A Commission under the presidency of Mr. Wells Durrant, 
the Attorney-General, was appointed by the Governor to enquire into 
the state of the law with regard to coasting and inter-insular trade 
and also the passenger and cargo trade between the Colony and foreign 
places, particularly Florida. 


There is no law at present restricting the number of passengers. 
that may be carried by schooners and other small craft plying between 
Nassau and the out-islands and between Nassau and Florida, except 
as regards the mail-schooners, which are under contract. 


The Commission have made a number of recommendations (including 
the establishment of a register for small vessels) having for object 
the fixing of the number of passengers allowed, the inspection of 
vessels, the provision of sufficient boats and life-saving appliances, 
sanitary conveniences, &c. 


The report has been transmitted to the House of Assembly, and the 
Government propose to introduce legislation next session embodying 
the recommendations of the Commissioners. 


Forrs. 


111. The question of the preservation of ancient monuments, as to 
which a communication was received from the Secretary of State in 
1910, was brougat before the House of Assembly during the Session 
of 1913. A Select Committee recommended that the guns in Forts 
Montague, Charlotte and Fincastle, which were dismantled when the 
Imperial troops were withdrawn from the Colony in 1891, be remounted 
and that the interior of the forts and the water battery be properly 
maintained. Steps are being taken to carry these proposals into effect. 


In connection with this subject, a most interesting historical 
memorandum has been written by Mr. Harcourt Malcolm, the Speaker 
of the House, which contains quotations from the Calendar of State 
Papers (Colonial Office series), the early Minutes of the House of 
Assembly, Reports by Military Engineers in the 18th century, and 
Despatches from Lord Dunmore, Governor of the Colony in 1787, and 
Lieutenant D’Arcy, Governor in 1792. It deals most fully and ably 
with the early history of the forts. 
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Liquor Licences. 


112. The following is a statement of liquor licences issued in the 
Colony and revenue derived therefrom in 1912 and 1913 :— 











Year. | General. Wholesale. | Hotel. | Special. [Amount Received. 
| | rs 
1912 74 17 2 —_ 1,100 
2 _ 1,215 
| 


1913 | 80 19 





(General, hotel, and special licences are retail licences.) 


113. A map of the Colony is appended. 
W. Hart Bennett, 
Colonial Secretary. 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Nassau, Bahamas, 
13th August, 1914. 
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The following recent reports, &c., 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 


the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony, &c. 
Nyasaland a 
Bechuanaland Protectorate .. 
Colonial Survey Committee .. 
Tongan Islands Protectorate 
Swaziland s 3 
Imperial Institute 
Barbados 
British Guiana 


Entomological Research Committee” 


Southern Nigeria 
Jamaica 

British Honduras 
Northern Nigeria 
Malta .. 

Uganda... 

Mauritius - 
Straits Settlements 
Trinidad and Tobago.. 
East Africa Protectorate 
Grenada 

Leeward Islands 

St. Lucia 

St. Vincent 

Bermuda 

Ceylon .. 

Gibraltar 

St. Helena - 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
Seychelles 

Ceylon .. 

Bermuda 

Weihaiwei 

Gambia.. 

Gold Coast 


Northern Territories 0 of the Gold Coast : : ee 35) 


Sierra Leone 


&e. 


telating to His Majesty’s 


Year. 
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1912 
1912-1913 
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1912 
1912-1913 
1912 
1912-1913 
1912 
1912-1913 


1912 
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1912 
‘ 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony, &c. 





Northern Nigeria .. fe 


Nyasaland .. #6 
Southern Nigeria .. 
Imperial Institute Se 
Southern Nigeria oF oS 
West Indies .. os . 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria .. ee 
Ceylon.. oe oe. 
Imperial Institute !: oe 
Southern Nigeria 


Subject. 





Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9, 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. . 

Mineral Survey, 1912. 

Mineral Survey. 

Oils, Oilseeds, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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CAYMAN ISLANDS (JAMAICA). 


THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


King’s House, 
Jamaica, 
20th August, 1914. 


Sir, 

I gave the honour to transmit, for your information, a copy 
of the Blue Book of the Cayman Islands for the year 1912-13, 
together with a copy of the Commissioner’s Report thereon. 


Thave, &c., 
W.H. Maynine, 
Governor. 


The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 
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REPORT ON THE CAYMAN ISLANDS, 1912 13. 





FINANCE. 
GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
The following tables show the revenue and expenditure for the 


five years from 1908-9 to 1912-13, and the amounts under separate 
heads for the past two years :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 

£ £ 

1908-9... ss ~ 3,600 38,735 

1909-10... My 2,824 3,282 

1910-11... ~~ - 2,779 2,716 

1911-12... bs as 3,795 2,700 

1912-13... = ee 3,397 38,105 

Average five years .. £3,279 £3,107 

Revenue. 
Head of Revenue. 1911-12. 1912-13. 
£ £ 
Customs Sees 1,638 1,622 
Internal Revenue ee 370 359 
Port Dues Le a 23 22, 
Payments for Specific 
Services me = 43 44 
Post Office a a 1,640 1,247 
Revenue from Govern- 

ment property aa 12 16 
Interest .. a ne 67 83 
Miscellaneous .. os 2 4 





Totals a 3 £3,795 £3,397 
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Expenditure. 
Head of Expenditure. 1911-12. 1912-13. 
Commissioner’s Depart- £ £ 
ment .. we ae 654 779 
Judicial Department .. 106 102 
Legislative Department 23 23 
Medical Department .. 188 317 
Police and Prisons Ae 250 257 
Charitable i2 ne 88 53 
Education ibe 2H 283 155 
Registration .. ae 10 13 
Miscellaneous. . eh 116 202 
Post Office Department 202 286 
Lighthouse Department 15 16 
Public Works ae 765 902 
Totals .. 2) £2,700 £3,105 





The revenue of the Cayman Islands for the financial year ended 
the 30th September, 1913, amounted to a sum total of £3,397 and 
the expenditure to £3,105, leaving a surplus of £292 towards the 
assets of the Dependency. Including, therefore, the year under 
review, the average revenue for the last five years is £3,279. The 
receipts for the past year are therefore £118 above the average. 


During the past year £902 1s. 3d. has been spent on public works. 
Of this sum £435 17s. 10d. was applied to the maintenance and con- 
struction of roads and £466 3s. 5d. to Government buildings and other 
purposes, in which sum is included all expenditure on the construction 
of school-houses. 


The chief sources of revenue are the import duties and the sale of 
postage stamps. With reference to the import duties, 5 per cent. 
ad valorem duty is imposed on all imported goods, together with an 
additional sum of four shillings per gallon on distilled spirits and 
one shilling and sixpence per gallon on all wines. The general pros- 
perity of these islands depends to a very large extent in the case of 
Grand Cayman on the price obtained from the sale of turtle. Contracts 
have been entered into, which will take effect from J. anuary Ist, 1914, 
and be in force throughout the year, at prices remunerative to the 
contractors. There is therefore every reason to anticipate a promising 
year, in so far as the import duties are concerned, while in the year 
that has passed, namely, 1913, there has been no scarcity of buyers 
of turtle. In the Lesser Islands coconuts form the staple industry, 
and if budrot and other diseases peculiar to that article of commerce, 
which during the last year have made their appearance, can be 
effectually controlled and kept within bounds there seems no reason 
to doubt the continued prosperity of that portion of the Dependency. 
The Post Office contributes a very large sum annually towards the 
general revenue, the sale of postage stamps amounting to £1,137. 
This sum has been due to the new 1913 issue of various denominations 
from a farthing upwards. 
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Export Duty :—There is an export duty of 1s. per 1,000 on coconuts, 
which realized £61 during the past year. There is no other export 
duty. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


On the 30th September, 1913, the assets of the Dependency amounted 
to £3,097. The liabilities were £925, being £245 due to depositors 
in Government Savings Bank, £39 due to depositors in Treasury, 
and £641 Money Order Account. With reference to money order 
transactions through Jamaica, the precise figures are not at present 
available, but it is estimated that a sum of approximately £641 
represents the liability of the Dependency under this head 





TRADE AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports. 


The value of the imports from all countries has been in :— 
£ 


Year. 
1908-9 .. i a =o Ss 22,091 
1909-10... ae nea a a 23,853 
1910-11... ae ae ae So 26,232 
1911-12... me we ‘ie 0 28,444 
1912-13... BS wd ae ae 25,000 
Average for five years, £25,122. 
Exports. 
The exports to all countries have amounted in value as follows :— 
Year. ; 
1908-9... ae Re rf es 11,995 
1909-10 .. ae ms = ee 11,371 
1910-11... ae ee nts he 10,992 
1911-12... ed oe os ers 12,323 
1912-13 10,000 


Average for five years, £11,336. 


It will be observed that there is a large difference between the value 
of imports and exports, which is due to several causes. Shipbuilding 
is one of the most important industries in these islands, and one in 
which a large number of people engage from time to time. Part of 
the materials used in the construction of vessels is imported from 
abroad and therefore included under the head of imports, while, though 
a few are sold to foreigners, most of them are owned locally and do 
not appear as exports. The majority of the male inhabitants are 
forced to seek for a means of subsistence in the United States, Central 
American Republics, Cuba, Colon, and other places, and in so doing 
leave their relatives behind, to whom large sums are remitted. It is 
estimated that approximately £3,469 has been received by way of 
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remittance during the past year from wage-earners abroad by people 
in Grand Cayman. When not engaged in the turtle fisheries trade 
between various foreign countries, schooners and their earnings may 
be said to be a national asset. But by far the most important reasons 
for the disparity lies in the comparative isolation of Grand Cayman 
from the outside world, the want of reliable communication, the lack 
of capital to develop industries for which the soil is best fitted and 
the entire absence of any initiative or enterprise on the part of the 
inhabitants, who seem in most cases to be quite content with their lot 
and show no disposition or desire to ameliorate their condition in life. 

At present the Seeberg Line, of Mobile, U.S. A., operate two steamers 
which call at Georgetown on the way to Jamaica, and, though this 
in itself is of great advantage to the island, yet no reliability can be 
placed on the precise hour of arrival and departure. It is currently 
reported that the company have decided to withdraw their vessels. 
It is to be hoped that by the end of this year a schooner will be built 
with auxiliary power and cabin accommodation for passengers and 
that a tourist trade will gradually be built up. Efforts are being 
made in the direction of establishing a canning factory for turtle, 
fish, crayfish, etc., and also in the growing of cotton and the 
resuscitation of the coconut industry in Grand Cayman, which would 
prove an inestimable boon to the island. 





SHIPPING. 


Georgetown, Grand Cayman, is a port of registry having 36 vessels 
with an aggregate tonnage of 2,002 tons. The number of ships entered 
and cleared during the year 1912-13 is as follows :— 











Entered. 
No. Tonnaye. 
British ae i ee 104 5,864 
Foreign ass ws or 49 18,411 
Total .. fe i 153 24,275 
Cleared. 
No. Tonnage. 
British wv Be 7 115 6,545 
Foreign ne 3 - 48 11,716 
Total .. a oe 163 24,261 





SAVINGS BANK. 


The Government Savings Bank, established in 1908, has proved of 
great use to those desirous of availing themselves of the opportunity 
offered for safe investment. For the financial year ended the 30th 
September, 1913, deposits amounted to £493 and withdrawals to 
£248. 

The balance due to depositors at the end of the year 1913 was £246. 
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POST OFFICE. 


The Post Office Department has since its establishment amply 
proved its usefulness and has contributed largely to the finances of 
the Dependency. As will be seen from the tabular statement below, 
in the last five years it has been the mainstay of these islands and has 
been responsible for nearly one half of the total revenue, the sale 
of postage stamps to collectors forming a very appreciable item. 


Post Office Total 
Year. ee Revenue. 
£ £ 

1908-9 .. Re a 1,758 3,600 
1909-10 .. a 25 769 2,824 
1910-11 .. oh ot 784 2,779 
1911-12 .. an rs 1,640 3,795 
1912-13 .. ae ec 1,247 3,316 
Total .. -. £6,198 £16,314 





The inland postal service shows a steady and favourable increase in 
the amount of business transacted, while the large receipts in respect 
of the foreign mail are due to the number of Caymanians who have 
been compelled to seek a livelihood in the Canal Zone, Cuba, Central 
and South American Republics, and the United States. 


The following table is indicative of the amount of mails, inland and 
foreign, despatched and received for the two years :— 


Local Mails. Foreign Mails. 
Postal Packets Postal Packets 
Handled. Received. Despatched. 
1911-12... aA 20,544 33,011 16,546 
1912-13 .. ae 20,600 35,000 20,600 


_Post OFFICE ORDERS. 


All money order business is transacted through Jamaica, the issue 
of orders in the Cayman Islands being at present confined to George- 
town, Grand Cayman, and Cayman Brac. 


Orders issued. Orders cashed. 
£ £ 
1911-12... a ech 3,557 2,819 


1912-13 .. oF, Ae 3,791 3,469 
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JUDICIAL. 


There are two sittings of the Grand Court in each year, namely, in 
June and December. The Commissioner presides as Judge. The 
Court has an unlimited civil and criminal jurisdiction except in cases 
of capital felony—Jamaica Law 11 of 1911. Quarterly Petty Courts 
and weekly Petty Sessions are held, in which two Justices sit, the 
former dealing with smaller civil actions and the latter taking cognizance 
of minor offences. Cases of serious crime are few and isolated, while 
the minor offences are generally the result of drink. In all cases in 
the Grand Court there is a right of appeal to the Jamaica Supreme 
Court and in the Petty Court to the Grand Court. 

The following is a return of the cases before the Courts in the last 
two years :— 

1911-12. 1912-13. 





Weekly Petty Sessions— 
Minor criminal offences ee 39 45 

Quarterly Petty Courts— 
Minor civilactions .. a 10 8 

. Half-yearly Grand Court— 
Criminal cases oc “ 1 2 
Civilactions .. = - 13 10 
Judgment summonses . . = 4 6 
Totals ae # 67 71 
LEGISLATIVE. 


The Legislative Assembly is styled “‘ The Justices and Vestry,” 
and is composed of all the Justices of the Peace (thirteen in number) 
and 27 vestrymen. The Vestry meets by statute in September in 
each year to make provision for the next financial year, beginning 
on the Ist October, and otherwise when summoned for the despatch 
of business. 

In accordance with a recent resolution of the assembly a Bill has 
been framed and will be passed through the Legislative Council of 
Jamaica providing for a diminution of its membership, which is at 
present about one vestryman for every 143 inhabitants, and establish- 
ing a local franchise, together with property and pecuniary quali- 
fications for candidates, and bringing the elections more into line 
with modern conditions. 

The following Laws were passed during the year 1913 :— 

Supplementary Appropriation Law for 1911-12. 

Law to remit payment of dues and taxes by Mail Steamships. 
Commissioner’s Pension Law. 

Coconut Palm Disease Law. 

Public Officers Security Law. 

Appropriation Law 1913-14. 

Auditors Law. 

Public Holidays Law. 
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PUBLIC WORKS. 


Substantial sums have been spent during the five years 1907-12 
on the construction, extension and improvement of roads throughout 
the Dependency, while during the year 1913 £138 9s. 9d. has been 
expended in the construction of a road from West Bay to Batabano, 
the present width of which is four feet, but which it is ultimately intended 
to widen to twelve feet. The road is only half completed and is 14 to 13 
mile in length. It is estimated that an additional outlay of £120 
will be required to complete it. The absence of stone in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the road has contributed largely to its expense. 
The stone has had to be brought from a considerable distance, but the 
construction up to date has been satisfactorily executed and the 
workmanship neat and durable. © It is proposed during the coming 
year to extend Hirst Road and render it more suitable for traffic by 
removing the soft sand. During the five years 1908-9 to 1912-13 the 
total expenditure on works has been £1,952 and that on roads £3,580. 

The sum of £300 a year is allotted to the maintenance and upkeep 
of roads, which owing to the continual rains and to the prolific growth 
of vegetation and weeds require constant attention and repair. 





SHIPBUILDING. 


During the last financial year there were 13 vessels, amounting 
in the aggregate to 512 tons, built and launched in these islands. 
Shipbuilding constitutes an important industry and one deserving 
of every encouragement. The Caymanians possess a natural aptitude 
for shipbuilding, and if only more orders could be obtained from 
countries abroad which, perhaps, know little or nothing of the native 
skill and workmanship, a very lucrative source of employment could 
be opened up. In 1912 seven vessels were completed, the largest 
55 tons, total tonnage 246 tons. There are at present on the register 
36 vessels, with a total tonnage of 2,002 tons. 

Many vessels built by the Caymanians and manned in great 
part by them are serving under the flags of Cuba and the American 
Republics. 





AGRICULTURE. 


A branch of the Jamaica Agricultural Society was established in 
Georgetown in 1908, but does not appear to be progressing as satis- 
factorily as such a movement deserves. There is always a lamentable 
scarcity of ground provisions, though Georgetown affords a ready 
market for their sale. The depredations of wild rabbits and crabs, 
and to a small extent predial larceny, tend to discourage enterprise 
and individual industry. £18 a year is voted for agricultural purposes, 
and for the granting of prizes at the annual agricultural show by way 
of encouragement. Quarterly meetings of the Agricultural Society 
are held in January, April, July and October. The larger portion 
of the land in Grand Cayman is devoted to the growing of guinea 
grass and the rearing of cattle and horses. There are in Grand Cayman 
about 2,000 head of cattle and about 250 horses. 
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POPULATION. 


Tn June, 1911, a census of the Cayman Islands was taken, showing 
a total population of 5,564. Of these 2,322 are white, 2,211 are coloured 
and 1,031 black. 3,087 were returned as able to read and write, 749 
as able to read only, and 1,728, including children, as illiterate. In 
religious denomination the people are mainly Presbyterian, 3,264 
being returned as such. There were 981 Baptists, all in the Lesser 
Islands, and 357 are returned as of the “Church of God.” During 
1913 there were 199 births, 108 males and 91 females. Of these 163 
were legitimate and 36 illegitimate. In the same period there were 
41 deaths, 20 males and 21 females. 





EDUCATION. 


The state of education in the Dependency is far from satisfactory, 
especially in the country districts. £250 a year is devoted to education. 
The conditions obtaining at the present time do not offer any attrac- 
tions to good and reliable teachers. The latter in all “ registered ”” 
schools receive a capitation grant from the Government of 5s. a year 
for every pupil on his books, and a fee of 3d. up to the third standard, 
and 6d. from the fourth standard upwards in the case of destitute 
children. All parents and guardians pay a similar fee of 3d. and 6d. 
for the education of their children. While the Government grant 
is of great assistance to the teachers, they are largely dependent on 
the collection of fees from private individuals, who cannot always 
be relied upon to pay, and in a large number of cases offer payment 
in kind instead of cash. The result is that teachers, whether fit or 
unfit, must be tolerated or the schools must close, as in the case of 
North Side, Gun Bay and East End, where children are growing up 
in ignorance. All children between the ages of six and fourteen years 
residing within two miles of a school are required to attend 75 per 
cent. of the sessions of the school every term. It is estimated that 
there are about 1,030 children of school age in Grand Cayman. There 
are many who attach no importance whatsoever to the education 
of their children, and who do not consider even reading or writing as 
in any way essential to a child’s future welfare. A Bill having as 
its object the establishment of free and compulsory education will be 
submitted at the forthcoming meeting of the Justices and Vestry, 
together with a bill for increasing by 24 per cent. the present ad 
valorem duty of 5 per cent., in order to defray the expense of such a 
system and to make due provision for the payment of efficient teachers. 





HOSPITAL. 


There is a small building kept for the purpose of isolating infectious 
diseases, but _is not generally used. Government Medical Officers 
are appointed for the Lesser Islands and Grand Cayman, whose duty 
it is to visit all the outlying districts. 
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PRISONS. 


There are no prisons in the Dependency. Prisoners sentenced to 
more than six months’ imprisonment are sent to Jamaica. There 
are three cells at Grand Cayman and one at Cayman Brac, which are 
used for the detention of those awaiting trial or sentenced to short 
terms. 





CRIME. 


There is very little crime, and offences are generally of a trivial 
nature, in most cases the result of excessive drinking. 





POLICE. 


The police force consists of an Inspector, five policemen and one 
district constable. The Inspeztor also performs the duties of Tide 
Waiter and Visiting Officer, while the services of the police in the 
country districts are utilized in the carriage of inland mails. 





LIGHTHOUSES. 


There are three lights, one at Georgetown, one at East End, 
Grand Cayman, and the third at Stake Bay, Cayman Brac. They 
consist of large lanterns hoisted on masts about seventy-five feet high, 
and are visible from ten to twelve miles out at sea. The lights of 
Georgetown and East End are of the same colour, namely, white. 





MOSQUITOS. 


The mosquito season begins in April and continues until September, 
when they begin to abate, and from November to February almost 
disappear. Householders adopt the method of lighting a smoke fire 
to ward off the attacks of these insects, which swarm in myriads and 
render life a torture to man and beast. A few houses are mosquito 
screened. There are fortunately very few of the anopheline or malaria 
transmitting variety. During the course of the last year there have 
only been two cases of malaria in persons who have never lived out- 
side Grand Cayman, and these both resident in the same district, 
Red Bay. Although these islands are practically immune from the 
recognised mosquito-borne diseases, as malaria, yellow fever and 
filariasis, the mosquito is nevertheless seriously detrimental to health 
in other respects, the conditions of anemia and general debility met 
with being attributed by the Government Medical Officer to the blood- 
sucking powers of these insects. Swamps are found in various places, 
but as these are below the level of the sea they could only be drained 
at a large expenditure of money. 
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CLIMATE. 


The Cayman Islands are among the healthiest places in the world. 
There are no cases of illness attributable to climatic conditions. The 
weather is warm for the greater part of the year. The prevailing 
breeze is from the south-east from April until October, when the cool 
season begins with a change of the wind to the north-west in the early 
part of November. The following table shows the average tempe- 
rature :— 

Morning. Mid-day. Evening. 
Hot months a $2 ve 88" 89° 86° 
Cool months—Nov. to March .. 71° 80° 74° 





GENERAL HEALTH. 


The death rate for the year was 7'1 per 1,000. 

From the yearly report of the Government Medical Officer it would 
appear that pulmonary tuberculosis is on the increase, there being 
at present four cases, as compared with one at the beginning of the 
year. There have been a number of cases of fish poisoning, especially 
in the West Bay district. Almost all the fish in these waters are poisoned 
and unfit for human consumption, but until the precise cause and 
nature of the condition have been ascertained neither preventive nor 
curative measures can be effectually undertaken. 

Generally the health of the inhabitants is eminently satisfactory. 


BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES. 


There were 199 births during the year, or 22 per 1,000, of which 
36 were illegitimate. There were 41 deaths, or 71 per thousand, 
and 36 marriages. 

A great amount of intermarrying takes place. 





CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT. 


Dr. G. $8. 8. Hirst, who had been appointed Commissioner and 
Medical Officer in 1907, died in June, 1912. The affairs of the Depen- 
dency were temporarily administered by Mr. Edmund Parsons, the 
Senior Justice of the Peace, from June till the end of August, when 
the administration was taken over by Mr. H. H. Hutchings, Assistant 
Commissioner at Turks Islands. Mr. A. C. Robinson was appointed 
Commissioner and assumed duties on February 20th, 1913. 





COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from the sources 
indicated on the title page :— 
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ANNUAL. 
Colony, &c. 


Bechuanaland Protectorate 
British Solomon Islands 
Colonial Survey Committee 
Tongan Islands Protectorate 
Swaziland s; Be 
Imperial Institute .. 

Barbados 

British Guiana 

Entomological Research Committee 
Southern Nigeria Sa a 
Jamaica 

British Honduras 

Northern Nigeria 

Malta : 

Uganda 

Mauritius 3 

Straits Settlements. 

Trinidad and Tobago ‘ 
East Africa Protectorate .. 
Grenada... Cas 

Leeward Islands 

St. Lucia 

St. Vincent .. 

Bermuda 

Ceylon 

Gibraltar 

St. Helena .. 

Turks and Caicos Islands | Ye 
Seychelles Ss 

Ceylon 

Bermuda 

Weihaiwei 

Gambia es 

Gold Coast .. 

Northern Territories, Gold Coast. . 
Sierra Leone ‘ aA 
Bahamas 


Year. 





1912-1913 


” 


1911-1913 

1912-1913 
1912 

1912-1913 


1912 
1912-1913 
1912 
1912-1913 
1912 
191271913 
x 
1912 
1912-1913 


x 

1912 
- 

1913 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony, é&c. 
Weihaiwei 
Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland 

Southern Nigeria 
Imperial Institute .. 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria 

Southern Nigeria 

Ceylon 48 

Tmperial Institute || oy 
Southern Nigeria .. Sh as 


Subject. 





Census, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. 

MineraMSurvey, 1912. 

Mineral Survey. 

Oils, Oilseeds, &e. 

Mineral Survey, 1913 
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No. 811. 


FIJI. 


(For Report for 1912, see No. 768.) 


Tur GovERNOoR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, Suva, 
3rd August, 1914. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to forward the Report on the Blue Book of 
Fiji for the year 1913 by Mr. R. Rankine, Acting Colonial Secretary. 


I have, &c., 
BickHaMm Escott, 


Governor. . 


The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 
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REPORT ON THE FIJI BLUE BOOK FOR 1913. 


I-—FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the year amounted to £266,031, or £17,916 less 
than the revenue for 1912, and £14,460 less than the original estimate 
of the year’s receipts. The principal decrease in the actual receipts 
for 1913, as compared with the estimates, was £21,575 under the head 
of Customs. The decrease was due principally to the effect of the 
hurricane experienced during the early part of the year and to the . 
restriction of trade as a consequence of the quarantine laws enforced 
against. small-pox, which occurred in New Zealand and Australia. 
But for these reasons there is little doubt that the revenue, which has 
been steadily and satisfactorily expanding during recent years, would 
have shown an excess over that for 1912, notwithstanding the fact 
that in the latter year there was a very exceptional receipt of over 
£7,000 under the sub-head “ Stamp Duty” and of some £5,000 under 
the head “ Land Sales.” 


The expenditure for 1913 was estimated at £322,842. The actual 
expenditure amounted to £324,528, or £58,497 in excess of the receipts 
for the year. Included in the expenditure, however, was £65,735 on 
account of the Suva Harbour Works and the Suva Drainage Works, 
which will be charged eventually to Loan Account, so that the ordinary 
expenditure was £7,238 less than the receipts, and the surplus balances, 
or the accumulated balances of revenue over expenditure, were there- 
fore increased by that sum. The excess of assets over liabilities thus 
stood on the 3lst December, 1913, at the sum of £128,247. 


The total revenue and expenditure for each of the last five years 
is shown in the following table :— 


. Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 

£ os da. £8 38. 7d 
1909. .» 177,909 13 5 187,684 13 0 
1910. -. 211,952 5 2 236,661 0 3 
1911 se -. 240,394 14 9 265,347 8 8 
1912 a -. 283,945 19 1 268,157 14 7 
1913 is .. 266,031 4 1 324,527 19 1 


It should be noted that the expenditure includes the sums advanced 
against Loan Expenditure, and is not therefore normal expenditure. 


FigI, 1913. 


5 


The following table shows the amounts collected under the several 
heads of revenue :— 























Head of Revenue. i Revenue, 1913./ Revenue, 1912,| Inorease. ; Decrease. 
Customs. . ae £ 3, d.j £ 8 d | £ eas d| £ «2& ad 
154,674 15 4; 165,145 17 9 i | 10,471 25 
Port, Harbour, | i H 
wharf and | | | 
Light Dues | 13,351 8 7) 13,494 0 8 j | 14212 1 
Native Taxes 16,207 8 5} 16,197 12 6 | 915 11) 
Licences, Excise 
and = Internal 
Revenue not | 
otherwise clas- 
sified .. ee 32,482 12 10| 40,309 2 4 —— 7,826 9 6 
Fees of Court or 
Office, Pay- | 
ments for Spe- | 
cific Services | 
and Reimburse- | i 
ments in Aid.. | 25,121 17 8 | 21,662 16 7 |3,459 1 1 — 
Post Office 11,002 19 2] 10,232 3 0) 77016 2 — 
Rent me 5,574 19 10 6,191 12 8 — 616 12 10 
Interest .. a 5,470 14 10 3,938 6 4 |1,532 8 6 — 
Miscellaneous 2,083 15 5 1,750 17 5 | 28218 0 — 
Land Sales and 
Prezmia, on | 
Leases. . 110 12 0 5,024 9 10 —_— 4,913 17 10 
Total 8 266,031 4 1 | 283,946 19 1 |6,054 19 8 | 23,970 14 8 
| i 











The following table shows the expenditure under the several heads 
of expenditure :— 





























Heads of | Expenditure, | Expenditure, Increase. Decrease. 
Expenditure. 1913. 1912. 
Charges on ac- | £ os d. £ as da £ a a £8. d. 
count of Public 
Debt.. .. | 17,197 17 10 | 18,250 0 0 3,947 17 10 — 
Pensions “é 8,312 17 7 7,587 15 4 725 2 3 — 
The Governor | 
and Legislature | 4,484 17 3 4,466 8 7 18 8 8 —— 
Do. Special 
Expenditure 7411 11 — 7411 11 —_— 
Colonial Secre- 
tary .. .. | 4,868 9 4] 5,812 9 1 —. 943.19 9 
Native .. os 7,917 5 2! 9,636 19 0 —_— 1,719 13 10 
Treasury — and | j 
Savings Bank 2,873 4 11 3,306 13 11 — 433 9 0 
Customs ». | 6,204 16 11 5,873 3 2 33113 9 —— 
Do. Special 
Expenditure | 13.10 3 —. 1310 3 — 
Audit .. i 1,501 10 2 1,496 17 11 412 3 — 
Port and Marine ; 3,670 15 0 3,471 11 7 —_ 7016 7 
Do. Special 
Expenditure 330 10 1 — 330 10 1 
Lands .. an 4,929 12 6 5,661 12 8 — 732 0 2 
Do. Special | 
Expenditure | 3,429 011! 3,429 011 — 
Legal .. .. | 16,117 2 9 | 14,902 17 10 | 1,214 4 11 — 
Do. Special | 
Expenditure 601 8 — 601 8 4 — 
Carried forward £ 82,727 10 11 | 77,466 9 1 (10,691 1 2| 3,899 19 4 
B 
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Heads of Expenditure, | Expenditure, Increase. Decrease. 

Expenditure. 1913. 1912, | 
— iy 

£ 38d. £ sd. 4 8d. £ 8. d. 
Brought forward | 82,727 10 11 | 77,466 9 1 /10,691 1 2! 3,899 19 4 
Covstabulary .. 12,386 15 4 | 11,478 13 11 908 1 5 —_— 

Do. Special t i 

Expenditure 382 5 8 — 382 5 8 
Prisous.. oe 6,009 12 5 6,696 6 11 | —_ 686 14 6 

Do. Special 
* Expenditure 2414 5 —— 2414 5 | 
Medical... ++ | 20,001 15 8 | 17,848 12 3, 2,153 3 5 | _ 

Do. Special | — 

Expenditure 6387 7 7! — ' 687. 7 7 — 
Hospitals and H 

Asylums | 8,579 5-10 7,983 1 8! 596 4 2] —_— 

Do. Special | | i 

Expenditure 193 15 9 193 15 9 — 
Education oe 3,026 19 1 2,789 5 5 | 23713 8 — 
Transport os 4,626 18 5 6,224 6 11 | — 1,597 8 6 
Fiji. Rifle Asso- { | | 

ciation hss 2,013 2 5 2,310 9 0; 9 —~— 297 6 7 
Miscellaneous .. | 18,250 7 6 | 12,742 19 10 | 5,507 7 8 — 

Do. Special 

Expenditure 2,320 17 7 — 2,320 17 7 _ 
Post and Tele- 

graph +. | 20,846 4 7 | 19,256 14 6] 1,58910 1 — 

Do. Special | H | 

Expenditure | 4,832 17 0) — | 4,832 17 0 — 
Agricultural .. 3,421 9 4 2,189 3 9} 1,228 5 7 | — 

Do. Special * 

Expenditure 418 2 5 — 418 2 5 — 
Immigration .. 7,433 8 7 9,480 11 5 —_— 2,047 2 10 
Printing oe 3,401 8 7 3,568 10 10 — 167 2 3 
Government Store 334 11 5 1,070 13 4 — 736 111 
Works (Estab- 

lishment) .. 11,687 15 1 6,510 6 9 | 5,177 8 4 — 
Public Works, | 

Recurrent .. | 20,996 19 11 \ 23,686 19 3 — 2,689 19 4 

234,354 5 6 | 209,582 4 10 | 36,893 15 11 |12,121 15 3 
Publie Works, | 

Extraordinary | 24,4838 8 8 | 42,161 17 6 | —_— 17,723 8 10 
Expenditure I 

against Léan i 

Account, +» | 65,735 4 11 | 16,413 12 3 | 49,321 12 8 — 

£| 324,527 19 1 | 268,157 14 7 | 56,370 4 6 — 

















The greater part of the Colony’s surplus balances is invested in 
England. 

The nominal amount of stock held on the 3lst December, 1913, 
was £114,869 13s. 8d., the cost of which was £115,207 1ls. The value 
of this stock, according to market quotations on the last day of the 
year, was £102,866 Is. 2d. 

The Public Debt of the Colony stood as follows on the 3lst December, 


1913 :— £ 6d. 
Imperial Loan without interest .. .. 25,815 1 3 
Debentures (bearing interest at the rate of 

44 per cent.).. ee is a .. 46,100 0 0 
£71,915 1 3 


as against £82,815 1s. 3d. on the last day of the preceding year. The 
Public Debt was thus reduced during the year by the sum of £10,900. 
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The Imperial Loan is being repaid at the rate of £5,000 per annum. 
A sum of £1,500 is set apart as a Sinking Fund and is applied annually 
to the redemption of the Debenture Loan. This fund is augmented 
by the interest on the debentures already redeemed, which is applied 
to the further redemption of debentures. 

The legal tender, currency, and the only coin in circulation are 
English sterling. Arrangements have been made for a Government 
note issue. There are two private banks established in the Colony— 
the Bank of New Zealand and the Bank of New South Wales. Both 
banks have branches in Suva and Levuka, while the latter bank has 
a branch at Lautoka. Both banks have a private note issue, the 
amount of notes in circulation on the 3lst December, 1913, being 
£2,400. Their note issues are not recognized officially. 

There is a Government Savings Bank, the head office of which is 
at the Treasury at Suva. There are branches at the General Post 
Office, Suva, at Levuka, Loma Loma, Lautoka, Makogai and Labasa. 
Endeavour is being made to establish branches at each centre in the 
Colony. During the year 426 accounts were opened and 199 closed, 
as against 300 and 167 respectively in 1912. At the close of the year 
759 accounts remained open, an amount of £15,771 remaining at the 
credit of depositors, as against £10,783 7s. at the close of the previous 
year. The average amount to the credit of each depositor was thus 
£20 15s. 7d. The total amount deposited was £16,075 5s. 8d., which 
exceeded the amount deposited in 1912 by £5,143 19s. 11d. Interest 
earned on investments amounted to £360 2s. ld., as compared with 
£271 Is. 1d. in 1912. Interest paid or credited to depositors was 
£300 10s. 11d. Incidental expenses amounted to £29 15s. 6d. A sum 
of £25 was paid to the officer who attends on certain evenings during 
the year at the General Post Office, Suva, to receive deposits. No 
other expense is incurred for management, which is in the hands of 
civil servants as part of their duties. 

The bank’s funds to the extent of £11,000 are invested in England, 
to which funds in excess of the sums likely to be required in the Colony 
for bank purposes are remitted as they accrue. 

The following statements show the revenue and expenditure during 
each of the last five years of the Suva and Levuka Municipalities and 
School Boards :— 
; Suva Municipality. Levuka Municipality. 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. Beenie Meru 
£ £ £ 
1909... ae 3,215 3,575 1,555 1,433 
1910. oe 5,609 4,933 2,382 1,875 
191d)” ks .. 5,772 7,081 2,068 2,266 
1913). ss fs 7,229 8,605 4,582 3,597 
1913" 8; Be 7,595 8,063 3,096 © 3,172 
Suva School Board. Levuka School Board: 
Year. Revenue. Expenditure. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ £ £ 
1909 ie ao 967 1,011 741 74 
I91O>» <5 a 930 859 836 786 
TOI4. 35 de 1,354 1,275 683 882 
1912s prey 03 1,088 1,020 1,069 1,065 
1913s a 1,078 1,171 1,020 1,001 
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-IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


‘The following statement shows the value of the principal items of 
import during each of the years 1912 and 1913 :— 











Nature of Import. 1912. 1913. 
£ | £ 

Bacon and hams ed a an Re 3,564 | 4,054 
Bags and sacks Ba hy: ve a 26,871 37,966 
Beer... ee ats oe ae ie 7,824 | 6,929 
Books .. of: ae ae we ae 2,959 1,993 
‘Boots and shoes as xe wos ar 8,390 | 9,241 
Biscuits, flour, sharps, and pollard Ae 72,344 67,920 
Braa.. as on a es Ray 7,183 5,749 
Butter and ghee bie <e ex we 17,629 | 20,310 
Cement .. ty wt . ots 8 8,817 9,214 
Cigars and cigarettes we a is 4,033 3,321 
Coal ae ae ath ile me ie 25,891 | 25,940 
Cordage and rope... oe me Ne 4,589 4,696 
Cutlery .. if ae A ae ae 5,773 2,836 
Drapery ate Ba Be nce os 158,357 104,049 
Drugs .. xe Re a 2. or 8,363 7,304 
Fish ae ay we os ahs Ee 19,492 | 11,871 
Furniture a 5 rf ae Be 5,120 4,104 
Galvanised Iron goods os es oe 22,910 | 21,507 
Glassware and crockery a te ae 4,710 | 4,261 
Hardware ve oes oe Hs se 55,888 67,103 
Iron—black, pig, and scrap, rails, fish plates, 

&e. ae a is af a 19,477 21,004 
Jewellery ae ais ae ae ao 5,916 5,100 
Leatherware .. Ste ms a ell 7,046 | 6,650 
Live-stock Ne a is ss a 13,219 9,890 
Machinery Et un a se te 28,774 50,776 
Machinery—Agricultural a6 ove a 7,307 3,839 
Manure .. we eae By “ fea | 11,628 | 14,379 
Meats .. o oe ue ve re 27,055 22,838 
Oils aes Te eg ae PA pt83:268 29,026 
Paints .. Se so ae os 2 6,167 | 5,531 
Rice... a tie ea bs ae 27,381 20,865 
Soap... 9 Se si ot ace 2,049 | 2,214 
Spirits .. ce Os se ne hee 12,061 12,173 
Stationery io ne af ae bee 6,765 6,756 
Sugar .. o ms ey wes A 6,272 5,507 
Timber .. o. bass ae oo se 45,106 57,640 
Tobacco (excluding cigars and cigarettes) .. | . 10,421 9,395 
Vegetables and fruit .. "aie ye os 11,858 10,200 
Wines .. ee Gr oe ot a 3,382 2,136 











The items showing increases of note are bags and sacks, butter and 
ghee, hardware, iron, machinery, manure, and timber. . The largest 
decrease was shown on drapery, which fell from a value of £158,357 
in 1912 to £104,049 in 1913. There were large decreases also on beer, 
biscuits, flour, sharps and pollard, fish, furniture, ‘live-stock, agri- 
cultural machinery, meats, oils, rice, tobacco (including cigars and 
cigarettes), and wine. The increases under the items hardware and 
timber were due principally to large importations in connection with 
the Suva Harbour Works. The decreases were due to reduced spending 
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power owing to the damage caused by hurricanes in each of the last 
three years and to the restrictions to trade on account of quarantine 
precautions against small-pox, which occurred in the Common\wealth 
of ‘Australia and the Dominion. of New Zealand. : 


The principal items of export continue to be sugar, copra, and green 
fruit, the quantities and value of these products exported during. each 
of the last five years being as follows :— : 











j Sugar Copra | Green. | 
rea ity. Te Fruit. 
Year. - Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. | Value.. 
i Tons. £ | Tons. £ £ 
1909 .. oa 60,825 | 607,069 15,880 226,599 98,491 
1910 .. Ke 61,761 [i 669,432 13,078 258,841 47,302 
1911 92,834 797,274 16,337 294,245 151,668 
1912 .. 61,728 | 671,713 | | 13,710 242,073 120,510 





1913 .. +» 94,710 | 1,041,927 | 7,929 | 176,741 168,249 





The numbers of bunches and cases of bananas exported, the values 
of which are shown in the foregoing statement, were as follows :— 


Year. Bunches. Cases. 
1909 eee 585,713 nie 188,577 
1910 Shay 271,024 Detee 81,225 
1911 mse 897,345 Moa 219,551 
1912 bees 589,743 wan 209,772 
1913 Lele 922,745 Ey 277,468 


The export of sugar increased from 61,728 tons, valued at £671,713 
in 1912, to 94,710, valued at £1,041,927, in 1913. Copra fell from 
13,710 tons, valued at £13,710, to 7,929 tons, valued at £7,929. Green 
fruit (bananas) increased in value from £120,510 in 1912 to £168,249 
in 1913. The greater export of sugar was due to some extent to the 
favourable season, but principally to a large increase in the area under 
cultivation, while the falling off of copra was due to the effects of 
hurricanes. The area under bananas has been extended considerably 
since the Victorian market was opened up by direct communication. 


The export duty collected on bananas from the Ist January to the 
30th September, 1913, was £4,697 18s. 6d. After the latter date the 
export duty was not collected, as subsidies previously paid for the 
carriage of fruit were withdrawn. 


The total area of land under sugar cane on the 31st December, 1913, 
was estimated at 48,208 acres, from which were produeed 736,992 tons 
of cane as against 43,358 acres under cane on the last day of 1912, 
from which were produced 480,658 tons of cane. The area under 
coconuts, cultivated by Europeans, was estimated at 32,915 acres. 
The estimated cultivated area under bananas and pineapples on the 
last day of 1913 was 6,608 and 99 acres respectively. These fi 
are exclusive of native plantations, as to which details are not availsble, 
Itis from native plantations that a large part of the green fruit exported 
is produced, which is sold to European buyers, who export the produce, 
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Prior to: the year 1911 the cultivation of bananas for export wae 
cotifined principally to the Rewa Valley and: the Sigatoka district, 
from which places transport to the shipping ports of Suva and Momi 
is not difficult. During recent years the areas under bananas have 
spread to other parts of the Colony—a movement much to be desired 
—so that the export will not be interfered with so seriously in case 
of gales being experienced, which are frequently very local in their 
character. Unfortunately, disease has overtaken the bananas at 
Sigatoka, which has diminished the export from that district, while a 
scale (Aspidiotus) has attacked the bananas there and at other places. 
Steps have been taken to enforce spraying and fumigation, and it is 
to be hoped that all interested will recognize the necessity for taking 
the flecessary steps to combat this and other diseases, so that the 
prosperity of one of the most valuable industries of the Colony may 
not be endangered. 


Tt was hoped that it might have been possible to make satisfactory 
arrangements for the carriage of bananas to Canada and so to establish 
a new market, but it has not yet been possible to do so. 


After deducting the value of the three principal articles of export 
from the total value of the exports, the value of the other or minor 
products exported during each of the last five years amounts to 


Year. £ 

1909 a ah ye te Be 
1910 oe ah fe .. 30,271 
1911 oy a Bs .. 82,048 
1912 ae ad he .. 24,236 
1913 As 28 at .- 39,023 


The principal minor exports were trocas shell (£13,792) ; molasses 
(£10,447) ; hides and pelts (£1,997); Beche-de-mer (£1,766); maize 
(£1,730) ; pearl-shell (£1,256) ; and timber (£1,070). The cultivation 
of cotton, once a very valuable industry in Fiji, is being encouraged, 
especially amongst the free Indian population, which is supplied free 
of cost with the necessary seed, and whose cotton is purchased locally 
by the Agricultural Department. It is obviously desirable from many 
points of view that the agricultural interests of the Colony should not 
be restricted to sugar cane, coconuts, and bananas. 


“The total imports and exports for each of the past five years are 
shown in the following table :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
: £ £ 

1909 ae se, ++ 636,250 947,136 
1910. es .. 829,029 1,005,818 
1911 “ a -. 854,193 1,275,235 
1912 a he .. 940,044 1,058,960 


19130. is .. 903,968 1,425,940 
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The amount of Customs duties levied on imports during each of 
the past five years was as follows :— 


Year. Customs duties levied. 
£ 

1909 af sf es «. 106,357 

1910 oH oy A .. 131,691 

1911 ae af Ae .. 150,165 

1912. ee 165,488 

1913 5 BY oy .. 150,063 


The bulk of the Colony’s trade continues to be conducted with or 
through Australia and New Zealand. The total trade (imports and 
exports) during 1913 was distributed amongst the various countries 
as follows :— 





£ 
United Kingdom a -» 194,046 
British Possessions : 
New South Wales a -. 935,933 
New Zealand... wa .. 854,452 
Victoria .. Ms Be -. 100,534 
Canada .. en oy .. 87,497 
India Ps a wr .. 57,405 
Hong Kong ee ee a 7,530 
Other British Possession: a 3,794 
Total British Possessions .. . £2,047,145 equal to 
87-8 per cent. of total trade of the Colony. 

Foreign Countries : £ 
United States of America... 52,842 
Germany . . ne sf ~.» 17,982 
Japan... be oe -» 10,204 
France... es se =e 1,538 
Belgium .. ue Sy ase 1,395 
Sweden .. he as os 1,269 
Samoa... as 49 3 908 
Other Foreign Countries a 2,629 
Total Foreign Countries .. £88,717 equal to 


3:9 per cent. of total trade of the Colony. 


The total trade of the Colony with the United Kingdom fell from 
115 per cent. in 1912 to 8:3 per cent. in 1913; that with British 
Possessions rose from 83°8 per cent. to 87°8 per cent.; and that with 
foreign countries fell from 4°7 per cent. to 3°9 per cent. 
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The following is a statement of land alienations, which shows 
approximately the position in regard to land as it stood on the 31st 
December, 1913, as compared with the position at the end of 1912 :— 


























% 7 {. 
| 1912. 1913. 
| Acres. Acres, 
S | 
Crown Grants : 

Area held by the Crown < BA 9,865 | 9,865 
Area held by settlers on crown grants Se 418,149 i 418,162 

{ 
428,014 | 428,027 

| 

Native Grants : t 
Area held by the Crown on native grants 52,338 | 52,338 
Area held by settlers on native grants .. 38,745 38,947 
Total area held on native grant .. 91,083 | 91,285 

Native Leaseholds : ; | 
Area held by Indians on native leaseholds 23,140 | 25,984 

Area held by turopeans 0 on native lease- i 
holds i ays 140,478 | 163,453 

Total area of native leaseholds held i 
by settlers .. et aes hh 163,618 189,437 

Crown Leaseholds : i 
Area held by Indians on Crown leaseholds 3,870 | 3,885, 

Area held by Puvopeaus on Crown lease- { 
holds ‘ Ne or ae 37,364 | 37,374 

i 
41,234 | 41,259 





It will thus be seen that the alienated lands of the Colony are as 
follows :— 


, Acres. 
Crown grants. a .. 428,027 
Native grants .. is .. 91,286 
Total freehold area oe -. 519,313 
Add native leasehold area .. 189,437 
Add crown leasehold area .. 42,259 
Total alienated area... -. 750,009 





The total area of the Colony is 4,758,400 acres. 
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During 1913 there were introduced into the Colony 3,111 Indian 
immigrants, as against 3,402 during the previous year. The total 
population of East Indians serving under indenture on the last day 
of 1913 was 15,961 (male adults, 10,060; female adults, 3,557; and 
children, 2,344), and of time-expired indentured immigrants remaining 
or settling in the Colony there were 35,914. The proportion of female 
to_males of the Indian population was 


Adult females as as ve .. 43°09 to 100 males. 
Non-adult females ah ey .. 90°87 to 100 males. 


The number of charges for breaches of labour laws laid in each of 
the past five years was as follows :— 


1909... a oe .. 1,924 
1910... Be Ae .. 1,911 
E305 eas eg ae .. 1,520 
1912. sts at .. 1,256 
1913. ae ea e 990 


The steady decrease in the number of charges laid is very 
satisfactory. 





IV.—LEGISLATION. 


Thirty Ordinances were passed during the year 1913. The most 
important of these were :— 


Ordinance No. VI. (The Diseases of Plants Ordinance).—This 
Ordinance provides for the prohibition of importation of trees, plants, 
fruit or seeds or any portions thereof to be determined by the Governor 
in Council; for the making of regulations for the inspection of trees, 
plants, etc.; for preventing the introduction of diseases; for pre- 
venting the outbreak or dissemination of diseases ; for fumigation ; 
for spraying or other treatment of growing or other trees or plants ; 
for the destruction of condemned trees or plants and seeds; and 
generally for carrying into effect the provisions of the Ordinance ; and 
for the appointment of inspectors. 


Ordinance No. XIII. (The Companies Ordinance, 1913).—This 
Ordinance provides for the registration of companies, audit of accounts, 
winding up of companies, etc., and is based on the Imperial Companies 
(Consolidated) Act of 1908. 


Ordinance No. XIV. (The Forests Ordinance).—This Ordinance 
makes provision for proclamation of forest reserves, appointment of 
forest officers, and the making by the Governor in Council of regu- 
lations with regard to any forest reserve. 
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Ordinance No. XVII. (The Pensions Amendment Ordinance).— 
This Ordinance makes provision for the withdrawal of pension to a 
public officer who, without the permission in writing of the Governor, 
becomes, on his final retirement from the service of the Colony a 
director or a servant in the Colony of any company the principal part 
of whose business is any way directly concerned with the Colony. 

Ordinance No. XX. (The Prisons Ordinance).—This Ordinance 
repealed the Prisons Ordinance, 1884, and enacted fresh provisions 
more in consonance with those in force in other Colonies, and provided 
for the “ mark ” system, not hitherto in force in Fiji. 


Ordinance No. XXVII. (The District Commissioners Ordinance).— 
This Ordinance substituted for the title of Stipendiary Magistrate the 
title of District Commissioner, as being more appropriate to the duties 
of that officer, whose work is as much that of an executive as of a 
legal nature, and provided that, unless the Governor otherwise orders, 
those officers shall be ex-officio sub-accountants and deputy commis- 
sioners of stamps. It provided also that the Governor may from time 
to time assign to any District Commissioner such further powers and 
duties of any department as may to him seem necessary or expedient 
in the public interest. 


Ordinance No. XXX. (The Government Currency Notes Ordinance). 
—This Ordinance provides for the issue of Government currency notes 
and for the appointment of a Board of Commissioners of Currency. 
It provides that a currency note shall be legal tender in the Colony 
for the amount expressed therein; for a note guarantee fund; 
for an investments and depreciation fund; for keeping of accounts ; 
and for such other matters as are generally to be found in an Ordinance 
of the kind. 





V.—EDUCATION. 


The Public Education Ordinance, 1890, provides for the appointment 
of School Boards, partly elected by the ratepayers and partly nomin- 
ated, within constituted areas. There are at present School Boards 
in the towns of Suva and Levuka. The expenses of the Boards are 
paid out of the school funds of each district, consisting of (1) a grant 
from general revenue on a fixed scale on the average attendance and 
(2) an education rate on property within the school areas. During 
the year 1913 the grant from general revenue to the Suva Public 
School amounted to £457 6s. 6d., and the education rate was £560 ; 
the grant from general revenue to the Levuka Public School was 
£409 6s. 6d., and the education rate was £400. In addition to those 
grants from general revenue further assistance was granted to the 
Levuka Public School to enable the Board to employ additional 
teachers, especially with the view of assisting the Board to provide 
technical instruction. At these schools education is free to children 
living within the school districts between. the age of six and fourteen 
years. Children above the age of fourteen are charged a small fee, 


Fist, 1918. 933) 


and children from outside the school areas are received into the school 
on payment of fees. At Levuka there is a boarding establishment in 
connexion with the school. The headmaster at the Suva Public 
School, by arrangement with the Victorian authorities, is an officer 
seconded from the Victorian Education Department, generally for 
three years. The two schools are inspected annually by an inspector 
from Victoria whose services are paid for from general revenue. The 
Suva Public School has a staff of six teachers, and the average attend- 
ance of scholars in 1913 was 142. The Levuka Public School has a 
staff of three teachers and the average attendance of scholars in 1913 
was 118. The Roman Catholic Mission provides three schools for the 
education of European children. The number of children attending 
these schools in 1913 was 210. The education of natives is conducted 
almost entirely by the Methodist and Roman Catholic Missions. The 
former body have 983 schools with a total attendance of 16,532. These 
figures include six minor schools set apart for Indian children. The 

%oman Catholic Mission have 121 schools, and in 1913 there were 
2,327 native children on their school rolls. At the Davuilevu Schoot, 
conducted by the Methodist Mission, technical instruction is provided 
with most promising results. The Government maintain at Nasinu 
a school for the education of Fijian boys, at which there are two 
European masters and one native master. The school is a boarding 
school, and boys are selected from the various provinces. During 
1913 there were 72 boys in residence. At Loma Loma, in the Lau 
Province, there is a Provincial School for boys in charge of a European 
master. A contribution of £300 a year is paid from general revenue 
toward the maintenance of this school, the balance being contributed 
by the province. 


The general question of education is now receiving very careful 
consideration, and it is hoped that primary education will be brought 
under the supervision of the Government and that it will be possible 
to provide, especially for European children, both boys and girls, 
secondary education by the establishment of secondary schools 
directly under Government control. With few exceptions European 
children now leave school at the age of fourteen, their education 
then being considered as finished. The cost to general revenue of 
education now and in the past has been exceedingly small, but so 
important a question as education demands, and will doubtless 
receive, more generous treatment in the future. 





VI—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


The Colonial Hospital, Suva, the principal medical institution in 
the Colony, is under the supervision of the Chief Medical Officer, with 
a resident medical officer in charge, who is assisted by a junior medical 
officer. The nursing staff consists of a matron, a senior and junior 
staff nurse, a graduate nurse, and six probationers. The number of 
patients treated in the hospital in 1913 was 1,550, of whom 150 were 
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Europeans. The expenditure on the hospital for 1913, apart from 
erection or maintenance of buildings, etc., was £4,165 8s. 1d., and the 
vevenue was £1,321 16s. 6d. It has been decided to build a new 
hospital in ferro-concrete on a different site. 


There is at Levuka a branch hospital under the charge of the 
District Medical Officer, assisted by a European and a native muse. 

There are eight provincial hospitals for the treatment of native 
Fijians. These are supervised by Government Medical Officers. The 
number of admissions to these hospitals in 1913 was 4,315. 














There is a lunatic asylum at Suva for the reception of patients of 
both sexes of all nationalities. The Senior Medical Officer is Super- 
intendent, and the Chief Medical Officer is a member of the Board of 
Visitors. The staff consists of a European head attendant and a 
European matron, with native attendants. The asylum is visited at 
fixed times by a Board of Visitors consisting of official and unofficial 
members. During 1913 there were 23 admissions and eight discharges, 
and there were 34 patients in the asylum at the close of the year. 


There is a leper asylum on the island of Makogai, under the charge 
of a medical superintendent, who is assisted by a European medical 
officer, five European and three Fijian nursing sisters, and three 
native medical practitioners. On the 31st December, 1913, there were 
236 lepers in the asylum. The work of collecting and transporting all 
lepers in the Colony is being accomplished as rapidly as circumstances 
will permit. The island of Makogai was purchased, and is being used, 
exclusively for the segregation of lepers. The expenditure on the 
asylum during 1913 was £5,134 1s. During the first few months of 
their residence on the island the patients are not unnaturally un- 
settled, but when once they have settled down, as they do quickly, 
they appear to be contented, as indeed is not surprising, as every 
attention possible is given to their comfort by the devoted stafi. 
The buildings and general surroundings are excellent, and every care 
is given to sanitation. The whole island is a model of orderliness, 
and the Medical Department and the staff are to be congratulated 
highly on the result of their efforts. 





VIT.—CRIMINAL AND POLICE. 


The Fiji Constabulary consists of Fijians and Indians, officered by 
Europeans and surpervised by the Inspector-General of Constabulary. 
Unfortunately, Fijians are not very successful as guardians of the 
law, and much as one may regret, from a spectacular point of view, 
their replacement by other coloured races, the result is inevitable. 
The cost of the force in 1918 was £12,769. 
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The gaol in Suva is under the supervision of a keeper, with a 
European gaoler and overseers and native warders. The provincial 
gaols are supervised by keepers, who are generally the European police 
police officers stationed in the various districts. The gaols of the 
Colony are under the control of the Inspector-General of Prisons. The 
number of persons’ committed in 1913 to the common gaols in Suva 
and Levuka was 439 as against 621 for the previous year and 652 
for 1911. 


The total number of offences reported to the police was 3,106, as 
against 4,322 in 1912. Of the reported offences 486 were offences 
against the person, 298 larceny, 112 offences against property (other 
than larceny), 909 against good order, 47 relating to the carrying out 
of laws, 468 against revenue, and 786 against public welfare. 

The following table shows the number of offences reported in respect 
of the last five years :— 


1909 .. ae ae .. 6,571 
1910 .. es is .. 6,146 
191T .: ore i .. 6,160 
1912... be ie .. 4,322 
1913 3,106 


The total number of complaints against indentured immigrants in 
1913 was 990, as compared with 1,256 in 1912. 694 cases were heard 
in Provincial Courts under the Native (Fijian) Regulations. 


There are 21 proclaimed prisons within the Colony. On the 31st 
December last there were 316 male and three female prisoners, making 
a total of 323 confined in the various prisons of the Colony, the nation- 
alities of these being :— 

Males. Females. ‘Total. 





European. . , oy 1 — 1 
Indian... a4 -. 202 3 205 
Polynesian a2 ona 9 — 9 
Fijian. on .. 103 — 103 
Half caste 1 —_ 1 

316 3 319 


All prisoners sentenced to terms of six months or more imprison- 
ment or 'to penal servitude are confined in the Suva Gaol, only short- 
sentence prisoners being confined in the provincial gaols. Shot drill 
as a punishment has been abolished, and a systam of marks 
for good behaviour introduced with excellent results. Considerable 
progress is being made in the establishment of the separate system 
of confinement in all the prisons of the Colony. The Suva gaol has 
been almost entirely rebuilt on modern lines and great improvements 
effected in regard to separate confinement and discipline of prisoners 
and to the sanitary arrangements of the gaol. 


The total value of the work performed by prison labour at the 
Suva gaol, exclusive of that employed in the prison service, was 
£4,982, as against a total expenditure of £3,992. The value of each 
unit is placed at 2s. per diem. Prisoners are employed principally on 
public works, but a certain number is taught mat and brush making, 
printing and tinsmithing. 
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VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The following statement shows the estimated population at the end 
of 1913 as compared with the population at the census taken on the 
Ind April, 1911 :-— 





Estimated Population on 














Census on 2nd April, 1911. 31st December, 1913. 

Males. Fomatee) 7 Total. | Males. | Females.| Total. 
os | | =a = 
Europeans... 2,403 ! 1,304 3,707 2,818 1,412 4,244 
Half-Castes  .. 1,217 1,184 2,401 1,251 1,224 2,500 
Indians Pk 26,073 | 14,213 | 40,286 | 33,713 | 18,962 | 52,675 
Polynesians .. 2,429 329 2,758 2,423 345 2,768 
Rotumans oe 1,043 1,133 | 2,176 — — 1,976 
Fijians. . .. | 46,110 | 40,986 | 87,096 | 46,115 | 42,133 | 88,380 
Chinese Aes 276 29 305 434 32 466 
Others oe 457 355 812 363 364 827 








Note—tTotal European population includes fourteen Europeans at 
Rotuma; sexes not shown. 
Total half-caste population includes 25 half-castes at Rotuma; 
sexes not shown. 
Total other population includes 100 others at Rotuma; sexes not 





shown. 
Total population at Census, 1911 Me -- 139,541 
- = 31st December, 1913. ae «» 158,704 
Inerease .. me a8 oe 14,163 


Since the estimate of the native population was made the figures 
given in the report by the Native Commissioner on the Vital Statistics 
of the Native (Fijian) population have been received, which shows 
that the native population on the 31st December last was : 46,755 
males and 41,625 females, or a total of 88,380. An increase of 553 
occurred during the year 1913. The following table shows the increases 
and decreases during the last eight years :— 


Year. Increase. Decrease. 
1906 i os oe ee 33 a 
1907 ae 34 om ae —_— 97 
1908 is 3% be a 85 —_— 
1909 ae oe ote .. 276 _— 
1910 Se: Bes 28 fs —_ 230 
1911 tte a a aA —_ 53 
1912 Oy a avs .. 588 oo 
1913 Se xe Oe .. 553 _ 
1,535 
380 


A net increase during the last eight years of 1,155 


Fiji, 1913. 


IX.—CLIMATE. 
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The meteorological observations for 1913 show that the total rainfall 
recorded at Suva during the year was 122°519 inches as against 115:046 
inches in 1912 and 108°346 inches in 1911. The greatest rainfall in 
any one day throughout the year was 9°549 inches on the 7th March. 
The highest temperature recorded was 89-1° F. on the 3rd April, and 


the lowest temperature 62°1° F. on the 17th August. 


The following is a statement showing the average rainfall throughout 


the Colony :— 





Station. 


Rabi 84 0 a icine eal 
Wainunu.. 5 ny ee 
Navua .. De ae al 
.Muanaweni 
Naitasiri .. 
Nadarivatu 
Rotumah es ot 
Nasinu Experimental Station .. 
Nasinu Estate z 

Savu Savu Bay .. 

Suva “ie 
Nausori .. 
Vucimaca 
Taveuni .. oe Me ie 
Levuka .. ok a sen 


Lautoka Estate .. Se Ry 
Lautoka Experimental Station 





Makogai .. ar bs | 


Nadi 


*Salialevu (Taveuni) ee Be | 


*Colo East 
*Bua s 
*Buca Bay 


Total for 1913. 


Average Annual 
Rainfall to end 
of 1913. 











11787 
15442 
121-83 
121-35 
136-95 
141-46 
123°75 
114:57 
120-87 
102-74 
122-54 
126-50 
104-96 
75°39 
72°87 
61:45 
69-09 
72-59 
64°48 
T5-72 
65°47 
58°97 
57:92 
62°25 
53°71 
167°34 
125-01 
91:59 
68°36 





152-02 
150-60 
144:20 
136-21 
132-78 
130-00 
129-25 
128-00 
118-73 
110-37 








* Records for one year only. 





X—POST, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE STATISTICS. 


British and foreign mails are conveyed by steamers of the following 
lines :—The Canadian-Australian line ; the Union Steamship Company 
of New Zealand, Limited ; the Australasian United Steam Navigation 
Company ; and occasionally by vessels of other Companies. 
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Mails to and from the United Kingdom, Europe, the United States 
and Canada are received and despatched once in every four weeks by 
the Canadian-Australian line to and from Vancouver, and generally 
once in every four weeks English mails are received and despatched 
via Australia. Direct mail communication with Australia is frequent 
and regular. With New Zealand there is regular but not so frequent 
communication. 


Interisland communication is maintained by regular steamer or 
auxiliary cutter services and overland mail carrier services. There is 
also more or less regular communication by small sailing vessels. 
Some of the outlying districts are poorly served. Endeavour is being 
made to improve the local mail services. 

A subsidy at the rate of £5,000 per annum is paid to the Canadian 
Australian line, and the vessels are exempted from certain dues. A 
subsidy of £4,500 is paid to the owners of the 8.8. “ Amra,” which 
carries on an interinsular service. 

The following statement shows the volumes of the transactions of 
the Colony in postal matter during the last three years :— 

















| Newspapers, 
Year. | Totters and Books, Parcels. Total. 
| ostearas: | Packets, ete. 
aor | | 
9ll.. ote | 1,413,245 814,907 20,492 2,248,644 
1912 | 1,417,859 806,265 24,946 2,249,070 
1913 +2 1,482,321 766,731 | 23,415 2,272,467 
i 


1 





The total value of money orders and postal orders issued and paid 
in the Colony during each of the last three years was as follows :— 


Issued in the Colony. Paid in the Colony. 


Year. Value. Value. 
£ £ 
1911 ahr 33,526 ene 9,998 
1912 es 34,890 ar 11,370 
1913 Spon 35,536 Weave 8,369 


There is telegraphic and telephonic communication between Suva 
and Levuka—a distance of 54 miles, of which 114 miles is by submarine 
cable. 


There is an overland telephone line from Suva to Lautoka, a distance 
of 125 miles, via Nausori, on the Rewa River, Nadarivatu and Ba. 
The line from Suva to Ba is controlled by the Government, the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company, and the Union Steamship Company. From 
Lautoka the Colonial Sugar Refining Company has extended the line 
towards Sigatioka. There are telephone services in the towns of Suva 
and Levuka and the district of Nausori and between Suva and Navua, 
a distance of 29 miles, controlled by the Government. 


Ther eare three wireless stations in the group at Suva, Labasa, 
and Taviuni erected at the expense of general revenue and controlled 
by the Government. 
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XI—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


During the year 1913 the trade of the Colony suffered from the 
effects of hurricanes during the last two or three years and was 
restricted owing to quarantine regulations. On the whole, however, 
trade was good and has since resumed its normal state with a decided 
tendency to improve. 


The Native Lands Commission continued its enquiries into the 
ownership and boundarics of native lands, which are being surveyed 
according to the boundaries of each proprietary unit. When this 
work has been completed it will be possible to state definitely who 
the owners of any particular lands are. The absence of this knowledge 
has caused endless trouble in the past and has created many 
difficulties. 


Endeavours have been made, unfortunately so far with but little 
success, to obtain from the natives lists of lands suitable for settlement 
which, in accordance with the repeated promises of the natives, arc 
to be handed over to the Government to be leased on their behalf. 
When these Jands have been handed over. they will be valued for 
rental purposes, scheduled and advertised, so that persons who wish 
to obtain land may know without delay what lands are available. 


During 1913 Messrs. McNeill and Chiminlal visited Fiji to enquire 
into the working of the system of indentured Indian immigrant 
labourers and to report to the Government of India. It is not yet 
known what the result of this visit may be, but it is hoped that the 
system will be allowed to continue, as the agricultural prosperity of 
the Colony must depend for many years to come on the supply of 
labourers from India. 


The Suva harbour works and the drainage works progressed satis- 
factorily. It is expected that it will be possible to berth vessels at 
the new wharf within the next four months. The reclamation of the 
foreshore by soapstone spoil excavated from the hills has been carried 
on for some months, but the dredge, with which part of the reclamation 
work is to be done, has not vet commenced work. Many of the main 
sewers in connection with the drainage works have been laid, and 
good progress has been made with the necessary buildings. 


A report by the Consulting Engineer on the proposed Rewa Valley 
Railway was received, and has been considered by a Select Committec 
of the Legislative Council. The matter is still under consideration. 


The question of a loan for road construction throughout the Colony 
is being considered. The absence of communications by roads is a 
great drawback to development and to the encouragement of tourist 
traffic, which, situated as the Colony is, might become a valuable 
asset. 

The trigonometrical survey of Vanua Levu was continued throughout 


the year and satisfactory progress was made. It is now proposed to 
connect the surveys of Viti Levu and Vanua Levu. 





COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page : 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &c. Year. 
7176 Tongan Islands Protectorate .. an a +» 1911-1913 
777 Swaziland. . ee ee os as ++ 1912-1913 
778 Imperial Institute | ais, ma ae Ge ae 1912 
779 Barbados . on oe ws es Bey +» 1912-1213 
780 British Guiana a, ad se eas 
781 Entomological Researc! th 'Committee °: an fs A 
782 Southern Nigeria... as Fe oe ae os 1912 
783 Jamaica .. : On oe a . +» 1912-1913 
784 British Honduras as es ae HA oe 1912 
785 Northern Nigeria ae Me . a ws . 
786 Malta os oe os oe oe ret «- 1912-1913 
787 Uganda a ae . os ne oe ” 
788 Mauritius . es or oe pars oe 1912 
789 Straits Settlements A ne ahs ee RA ” 
790 Trinidad and Tobago .. a0 3 ns «- 1912-1913 
791 East Africa Protectorate on na ran <p 
792 Grenada .. oi ae as Fe a ae 1912 
793 Leeward Islands .. a8 “ie oe ee -» 1912-1913 
794 St. Lucia .. st we we che oe at » 
795 St. Vincent ve a Fe ie. ate ae 5 
796 Bermuda .. ae nee ae a we oe 1912 
797 Ceylon ot ae ides ae SA ws * 
798 Gibraltar .. es ae oe aS an me 1913 
799 St. Helena % Ss ne ae és $8 
800 ‘Turks and Caicos Islands Set a a eS 5s 
801 Seychelles. . Ae fe ats oe ote Sa a 
802 Ceylon... oe as Se os oe ” 
803 Bermuda .. ae ff me Be ar oe eo 
804 Weihaiwei a ae ics Pics ae ota re 
805 Gambia .. oe ae ie x aie oe ” 


806 Gold Coast 3 iis Pb ee on 
807 Northern Territories, Gola Coast one a ae Se: 
808 Sierra Leone 


809 Bahamas . ats os oy Tl 191321914 
810 Cayman Telands (Jamaica) oe oe on ++ 1912-1913 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &c. Subject. 

78 Weibaiwei .. 0. we Consus, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria .. Ss «. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 

1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland .. Sf PsA .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria .. Ns .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute .. ae .. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria .. ts .. Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies .. eis Ss .. Preservation of Ancient 
. a Monuments, &c.. 

85°“ Southern Nigeria .. e .. Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southern Nigeria .. isis .. Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon ve . .. Mineral Survey. 

88 Imperial Institute .. ass .4 Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 


89 Southern Nigeria .. a ++ Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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FINANCIAL. 


The total revenue collected in Ashanti during 1913 was £49,882, as 
against £50,265 in 1912, £50,319 in 1911, and £37,621 in 1910. 


Out of the £49,882, £25,555 was actually collected in Ashanti, the 
balance being the royalty paid by the Ashanti Goldfields Corporation 
in England. 


In the revenue collected in Ashanti there was a decrease of £383 
compared with the previous year. 


Increases of note occur in respect of Sale of Stamps (£482), Market 
and Slaughter House fees (£452), Spirit Licences (£170) and rents from 
Government Land (£161), but the total increases were insufficient to 
cover the falling off under Mining Royalties (£1,054) and Firearm 
Licences (£256). 


The drop in the firearm licence fees is due to the non-collection of 
the fees owing to a change in the system, and not to there being any 
reduction in the number of guns. 


Revenue and expenditure for the last five years are as follows :-— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1909 fe on 29,264 ain 102,211 
1910 a ee 37,621 Fa 117,398 
1911 - te 50,319 ae 146,317 
1912 ey de 50,265 ae 148,685 
1913 bs aa 49,882 a 162,159 
In the expenditure for 1913 are included : 
Public Works Extraordinary a £30,284 
Gold Coast Regiment .. aa a 46,646 


while the revenue does not include 
(i) Duties on imports by railway. 
(ii) Proportion of profit made by railway on its Ashanti 
traffic. 
(iii) Registration, Survey, and Stamp fees. 

A considerable part of the expenses of the Gold Coast Regiment 
now charged against Ashanti might fairly be charged to the Colony 
proper. 

The expenditure on Public Works Extraordinary was excep- 
tionally heavy, and was rendered necessary by the rapid development 
of the country. 

There is no doubt that Ashanti is prosperous, and in a sound financial 
condition. 
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TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports. 


Imports into Ashanti amounted to the gross value of £889,271, as 
compared with £745,000 in 1912. 


This sum is made up as follows :— 
Merchandise imported over the railway by 


merchants and mines ae be -. £604,268 
Cattle .. se ae ti .. 200,000 
Sheep and goats wn ds Ae oe 30,000 
Dawa-dawa ay ce he oF a 26,514 
Shea butter .. 13,489 

Miscellaneous, including dried fish, hides, 
millet, etc. . 7 15,000 
£889,271 


Goods imported over the railway amounted to a gross tonnage of 
22,406 tons as against 16,469 tons in 1912. 


Wines and Spirits, which were all imported over the railway, 
amounted to 1,780 tons, an increase of 260 tons above the previous 
year. 


The increase was general in all classes of liquor, and indicates the 
greater spending power amongst the people. 


Dried and Smoked Fish—989 tons of cured fish were brought up 
by rail from Seccondee and Chama (Ashieme Station). This is a 
few tons only under the large total of last year (999 tons). 


As then mentioned, there is a ready sale for any quantity of this 
fish, the supply being only restricted by the amount of the catch on 
the coast. 


£2,500 was paid on this in freight to the railway and its value on 
the coast was not less than £8,000. 


The development of this trade by the railway has not only proved 
of great benefit by supplying the natives with a much prized article 
of diet, but has added an appreciable amount to the railway revenue. 


Cattle.—A further large increase can be recorded in the number of 
cattle entering the country. 83,309 head came through the Northern 
Territories from the French Moshi country. This represents the larger 
part of the trade, but very considerable numbers come in from the 
Ivory Coast through the Northern and Western Provinces. A con- 
servative estimate of the total entering the country would be 100,000. 
They are worth on an average £4 per head. 

14,122 head entered Coomassie. 4,154 were slaughtered for the 
needs of the town, 653 were sent by rail to Obuasi and 3,634 were 
exported by rail to the Colony. 

(C79) B 


6 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Of the remainder, which filtered through the country by all the main 
roads, many were sold or slaughtered in Ashanti, but the majority 
were driven through to the Colony. 


Accepting 50,000 as the number sold or slaughtered in Ashanti, 
their value would be £200,000. 

The Ejura-Coomassie road was used to some extent by the drovers, 
but they leave it before reaching Coomassie, when their cattle are 
going down to the Colony by road, passing generally by Effiduasie 
and Juaso. The routes taken, however, naturally depend on grass and 
water facilities, which vary at different seasons of the year. 


Sheep and Goats——115,500 head came in from the Northern 
Territories and a large number from the west. 


4,319 were slaughtered in Coomassie, 1,641 were sent to the Colony 
by rail, the others were slaughtered in Ashanti, or travelled through 
by road. 

Dawa-dawa and Shea butter—10,607 loads of the former and 
13,489 loads of the latter were imported from the Northern 
Territories. 


Dawa-dawa is worth about 50s. a load, and shea butter £1. 
Miscellaneous.—Hides, millet, native cloths, and various products 
of the Northern Territories entered to the estimated value of £15,000. 
Exports. 


Exports consisted principally of gold, cocoa, kola, rubber, cattle, 
and hides. 


Their value was as follows :— 





Gold a aa te ay .. £475,089 
Cocoa .. a es : Zs -. 400,000 
Kola es oe ee of ay 126,000 
Rubber es me os aS oe 75,209 
Cattle and Sheep... ~ 26 - 45,600 
-Hides .. ee 2 S, ay ee 33,480 

£1,155,378 

Gold. 


111,838 ounces of fine gold was exported during the year, value 
£475,089. The details of production, etc., will be found under the 
heading of Mines. 


Cocoa. 

8,693 tons of cocoa were sent down over the railway, an increase 
of 2,356 tons. Its value on an average price taken from figures 
supplied by the merchants was £400,000. In addition £22,060 was 
paid to the railway in freight. 


ASHANTI, 1913. 7 
Kole. 


66,160 loads were carried from Coomassie to Seccondee for Lagos, 
the freight paid to the railway being £4,392. 17,508 loads were 
exported north through Ejura, where a count was kept; the western 
and north-western outlets would average at least as many, and a 
certain quantity passes through Kintampo. A conservative estimate 
for the total number of loads leaving the country is 126,000. 


Rubber. 


Only 594 tons of rubber of all sorts were exported, the value of 
which was £75,209. The reason for this will be found on a later page. 


Cattle and Sheep. 


3,634 head of cattle and 1,631 sheep and goats were carried down 
the railway. Quantities went down daily by road to Akim and the 
eastern part of the Colony. Under present conditions it is not 
possible to count these, but I estimate the value of the trade at £45,600. 


The improvement in roads, provision of resting places with good 
water, and the general feeling of security growing up in the country 
will enable this trade to assume larger proportions year by year. 


The demand for meat is large and will increase as money circulates 
more freely. 


Hides. 


This is an increasing trade ; hides come to Coomassie from the Moshi 
country and even farther north. 48,567 were exported, as compared 
with 20,370 in 1912. 


Improved means of communications from the north will help this 
business. S 


Bank of British West Africa—Coomassie. 


The Manager reports as follows :— 


“The business of the Bank has steadily increased during the year under 
review. This increase is due partly to the good produce season and partly 
to the increased confidence the native now has in the Bank ; the accounts 
opened by natives during the year showing a satisfactory increase. As in 
previous years, the Bank imported large quantities of silver ; during the 
year the newly-coined Colonial silver was put into circulation, and we are 
pleased to say on no occasion have the natives refused to take same, in 
fact, they seem to prefer it to the Imperial coinage. The demand for gold 
and French five-frane pieces by the cattle dealers has also increased. The 
kola dealers also find the Bank of increasing usefulness as they now receive 
their remittance, by draft on the Bank, from Nigeria, to which Colony 
most of the kolas from Coomassie are exported.” 
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AGRICULTURE. 
Cocoa. 


The cultivation of cocoa is still spreading west and north ; and there 
was, if anything, more land planted out than in previous years. 


The export of 8,693 tons was 25 per cent. over that of 1912. This 
was due to more young trees coming into bearing, and not to a heavy 
crop, as I am informed the fruiting of the trees was by no means good. 


Disease was prevalent, especially in the eastern and southern 
districts. Efforts were made to get the farmers to fight the various 
pests by improved methods of cultivation and by weeding out -the 
diseased trees. Some good results were obtained, but it seems difficult 
to get the natives to realize the importance of the matter. If one 
farm gets diseased they move further on in the forest and make 
another, leaving the old one to take its chance, and to spread disease. 
Late in the year each head-chief was asked to send representatives 
to Coomassie to receive instructions in cocoa cultivation. This class 
is now being taught, and when finished each member will reside in 
his division, and instruct farmers with the authority of the chief 
behind him. I have hopes that this will do a great deal of good. 

Cocoa will not do well north of Nkoranza and the Kumawu-Agogo 
country, and very definite advice has been given to the chiefs north 
of these limits that time spent by their people on planting cocoa will 
be wasted. 

It is of extreme importance also that no planting which involves the 
clearing of large patches of forest trees should take place near the 
northern forest line. Such clearings become overgrown with grass, 
and never revert to forest again. 


Rubber. 


This trade has been dormant throughout the year, the large quantities 
of plantation rubber from other. countries and the very low price 
obtainable having rendered lump rubber unprofitable to deal in. 

It has been of some advantage to the country in that the trees 
have had a rest from tapping. 

The Western Province, which has always largely depended on rubber, 
has felt the loss of this trade most. The Commissioner there is 
endeavouring to improve the quality of the output, so that it can be 
placed on the market again. 


Kola. 


The demand for this nut is increasing, and there is an opening for 
natives in the kola belt to plant. At present the wild trees only are 
depended on, yet the trade assumed very large proportions, and 
certainly amounted to 126,000 loads, an estimate which is moderate. 
This trade is entirely in the hands of the Mahommedans and causes 
the circulation of considerable sums of money, besides providing a 
good revenue to the railway. 
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Tobacco. 


A very little of a coarse variety is grown for local consumption, but 
the proper curing of it is not understood. 


Shea butter. 


There are immense districts covered with shea butter trees awaiting 
development. At present a small trade is done by supplying the 
markets in the Colony. 


Agricultural Station. 
14,845 Para rubber plants, and 517,000 seeds were distributed during 
the year, also some 500 pods of Cundeamor and Criollo cocoa. 


The cocoa trees planted in the garden gave a fairly good crop, but 
they suffered to some extent from the harmattan. 


2,593 Ibs. were sold, bringing in £44 16s. 6d. 


554 acres are under Para rubber, and the average growth in girth 
during the year was 2 in. per tree. 


15 trees were tapped by the herring-bone, and 15 by the half-spiral 
system. The former gave 12-2 oz. and the latter 15:4 oz. per tree, and 
the total yield from the 30 trees was 25 Ibs. 143 oz. 


Numerous plots in all classes of tropical fruits were experimented 
with. 


Rain fell on 127 days, giving 62:06 inches for the year. 
40 rooms each 12 feet square were built for labourers’ barracks. 





INDUSTRIES. 


Mines. 

1. During 1913 the amount of gold obtained by the mining and 
dredging companies in Ashanti was 111,838-42 ounces of fine gold, 
valued at £475,089 5s. 3d., as compared with 121,914'55 ounces, valued 
at £517,893 3s. 4d., obtained in 1912. 


Mining. 
Ounces of fine Value. 
Name ofCompany. Gold recovered. 5 Sit aa 
Ashanti Goldfields Corporation 105,838-02 ae 449,599 10 11 
Dredgung. 
Ashanti Rivers and Concessions 326°90 ads 1,388 14 4 
Offin River Gold Estates ..  5,673°50 i 24,101 0 0 





111,838°42 hee £475,089 5 3 
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2. The amount of labour employed by the mining and dredging 
companies in Ashanti was as follows :— 





Surface. Mine. Total. 

Europeans sy ne 74 47 121 
Natives e .. 2,660 1,262 3,922 
Total .. .. 2,734 1,309 4,043 





3. During the year prospecting work has been carried out on the 
conglomerate outcrops, situated in Eastern Ashanti, on the concession 
owned by the W. A. P. Syndicate. 

4. The Ashanti Goldfields Territories, the Ashanti Rivers and 
Concessions, Limited (Dredging), the Ashanti Rivers and Concessions 
(Miradani) and the W. A. P. Syndicate discontinued operations during 
the year. 


Manufactures. 


Weaving, basket-making, pottery, goldsmiths’ work are all prac- 
tised in the villages, but on a very small scale. 


Fisheries. 


Ashanti having no coast line, the only local fish come from the lake 
and from the bigger rivers. 





LEGISLATION. 
Eight Ordinances were enacted during the year 1913. 





EDUCATION. 


The Government primary school at Coomassie had a prosperous 
year. 


The extension of the boys’ building and the erection of a new girls’ 
school were not finished, but the congestion of pupils was remedied 
by reducing the number on the roll from 346 to 300. Applications 
for admission were very numerous and the completion of the above- 
mentioned buildings in 1914 will enable the number to be increased 
again. 
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The average attendance was excellent and has improved year by 
year, as the following table shows :— 


Average No. Percentage 


Year. on Roll. attendance. 
1910 re ae en 343 aa 59°5 
1911 oe, eS on 344 aan 65°5 
1912 a oe oe 346 an 69-4 
1913 Sy be ee 306 zt 178 


Ashantis form 49 per cent., Fantis 34 per cent., Accras 8 per cent. 
and other tribes 9 per cent. of the scholars. 


Mr. Evans was in charge of the school from ce to October, 
and for the remaining part of the year Mr. Muller, the head- teacher. 
They were helped by six assistants. 


The work done was exceedingly satisfactory. 


Government School at Sunyani. 


The number on the roll rose from 50 to 78 with an average attendance 
of over 80 per cent. 


Mr. Fell, the Commissioner of the Western Province, gives a most 
satisfactory report on this school in all respects. 


Mission Schools are kept up as follows :— 
Basel Mission. 
24 elementary schools with 730 pupils, as against 658 in 1912. 
Of these schools five receive Government grants. 
Wesleyan Mission. 


This Mission has 8 day schools with 526 scholars, besides numerous 
Sunday schools. 


Catholic Mission. 


Two day schools with 186 pupils on the rolls. 
The 8.P.G. Mission opened a school at Coomassie during the year. 


General Remarks. 


The Ashantis seem anxious for their children to become scholars, 
although they realize that education must break down old customs 
and superstitions. The children themselves in their younger years 
are remarkably bright and intelligent. 
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GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals. 


There are hospitals for Europeans at Coomassie and -Obuasi, and 
hospitals for natives at Coomassie, Obuasi, Sunyani and Kintampo. 


Contagious disease hospitals have been built at Coomassie and 
Obuasi. 


There is no asylum. Violent and homicidal cases are sent to Accra 
for detention in the asylum there. 
Savings Banks. 


Savings Banks are in operation in conjunction with the Post Offices 
at Coomassie and Obuasi. 


The details of their working are as follows :-— 
Coomassie. Number of depositors, 285. 
Value of deposits, £2,740 15s. ; 


an increase of £1,300 over 1912. 


Obuasi. Number of depositors, 67. 
Value of deposits, £1,903 11s.; 


an increase of £950 over 1912. 





JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Police. 


The police force in Ashanti on December 31st, 1913, numbered 110, 
as against 105 in 1912. In addition there are eight railway police 
stationed at Coomassie and Obuasi (these men are solely on railway 
duty) and also two mines police employed at Obuasi by the Ashanti 
Goldfields Corporation. Discipline, efficiency, and general conduct 
were satisfactory. ‘ 

There were 426 prosecutions in Coomassie and 282 prosecutions in 
Obuasi, as against 690 and 268, respectively, in the year before. 

During the year a dangerous gang of store breakers and receivers 
was broken up at Coomassie. 

£28,500 was conveyed by escort police for private firms during the 
year—the fees earned amounting to £56 2s. 3d. 


The Motor Ordinance came into force on January Ist, and licence 
fees amounted to £11 14s. and drivers’ certificates fees to £19. 


Prisons. 


Coomassie—The total number of convict prisoners admitted 
during the year was 297, including females. 
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The number of debtor prisoners admitted was 61, viz., 45 males 
and 16 females. The number of untried prisoners was 85 males and 
10 females. 


The crimes committed by the prisoners were as follows :— 


Murder .. a hae a a an 1 
Manslaughter .. e ue a eee dd 
Rape ae he > me Y oe 9 
Wounding ee ay i ee: 9 
Robbery with violence. . a ae iy 3 
Burglary .. a5 ae op bi ‘sé 5 
Assault .. ad a . So eb) 
Larceny and other offences .. £3 .. 244 


The offences against prison discipline were generally of a minor 
character, with the exception of two cases in which flogging had to 
be resorted to. 

The health of the prisoners was good. The admissions into the 
prison infirmary were 31, and were all for slight cases of illness except 
3 cases resulting in death. 

There were no executions. 


The expenditure for the year was as follows :— 


£8. d. 

Permanent warders .. oF ne 627 5 3 
Temporary warders.. és te 141 9 0 
Prison rations .. “so ath oF 316 10 10 
Other charges .. sa a oe 56 5 2 
Total .. .. £1,141 10 3 





The nominal earning was £938 lls. 1d., while the actual sum earned 
was £191 14s. 4d., which sum was paid into the Government chest. 


The prisoners were employed generally on sanitary work, carpentry, 
laundry, basket-making, etc. 


There were 10 escapes during the year, and of these 3 were recaptured. 


The prison was kept clean and in good order, and discipline fairly 
well maintained. 
Obuasi. The total number of prisoners committed was 267, viz. :— 
178 convicts, 
72 untried, 
17 debtors. 
The health of the prisoners was fair; there: were 30 admissions to 
the Colonial Hospital and two deaths during the year. 
The expenditure was as follows :— 


ae ae 

Pay of permanent warders.. ae 407 2 10 
Pay of temporary warders.. os 79 1 0 
Prisoners’ rations i ne oe 221 4 11 
Total ok “ £707 8 9 
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The nominal earning shows £464 10s. 1ld., and the actual sum 
earned and paid into the Government chest was £48 16s. 6d. 

There were 13 escapes during the year and five recaptures. 


The prison was in good sanitary condition and well kept during the 
year. 


Sunyani. There was a daily average of 18 prisoners. Their 
health was very good. 


Kintampo. The daily average was 8. Health was very good. 


Criminal Cases. 


The following table gives a list of the criminal cases heard in the 
Courts of Ashanti and the manner in which they were dealt with :— 














| \ 
Cases Dis- | Conviec- | Not pro- |Committed 
Courts. heard. |charged.| ted. jceeded with) for trial. 
Chief Commissioner’s |-- 70 | ll 59 —_ pete 
Police Magistrate’s ..| 1,176 | 103 1,060 _— 13 
District Commissioner, { 
Central Province .. 56 ll | 45 | pw 
District Commissioner, 
Ejura se a 177: «| 29 | 146 _— 2 
District Commissioner, 
Juaso ban ie 44 15 27 — 2 
Commissioner, i i | 
Southern Province 708 | 89 | 615 | — | 4 
Commissioner, \ 
Western Province 193 46) 146 _ 1 
District Commissioner,| j | | 
Wenchi.. as 37 | 10 25 — 2 
Commissioner, | ) 
Northern Province 159 39 | 120 — — 
Acting District Com- 
missioner, British 
Kratehi 18 _ | 1 | — _ 
| 
Totals ..| 2,638 353 | 2,261 = 24 
I 

















A decrease of 160 as compared with last year. 


Serious crime was as follows :— 


Murder oes os = ad) 1 
Rape.. ene Se wt ee 8 
Manslaughter oe es = 19 


1,669 civil cases were disposed of during the year, showing a decrease 
of 52 as compared with 1912. 


The fees and fines of court during the year amounted to 
£2,379 1s. 8d., a decrease of £106 10s. 5d. over last year. 
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The Concessions Court held four sittings during the year and disposed 
of 6 cases by the Crown against mining companies which have 
incurred penalties under Section 50 of the Ashanti Concessions 
Ordinance. 


The penalties for which judgments were recorded amounted in the 
aggregate to £4,725, of which £2,000, due by the Ashanti Rivers and 
Concessions, Limited, has since been remitted by the Government. 


The balance of the penalties still remains unrecovered and there 
appears to be no hope of recovering, since the companies concerned 
are in liquidation, and the concessions in respect of which the penalties 
are due have since been abandoned. 


Two concession notices were filed under Section 9 of the Ashanti 
Concessions Ordinance and extensions were granted for the filing of 
notice, etc., in respect of two lapsed concessions. 


Five concessions were abandoned, and no certificate of validity was 
granted during the year. 





VITAL STATISTICS. 
Population. 


The Census taken in 1911 gave a population of 287,814 for Ashanti, 
made up as follows :— 








Males .. 141,231 Adults .. 170,761 
Females... 146,583 Children .. 117,053 
287,814 287,814 








The population, in the opinion of those best qualified to judge, 
is steadily increasing. 


Coomassie, which numbered 19,000 at the taking of the census, is 
now estimated by the Police Magistrate, the officer in charge of the 
town, to number about 21,000. 


He divides them as follows :— 


Mohammedans and Pagans in the Zongo, including 
Moshis, Dagombas, Wangaras, Hausas, ee 


Yorubas and other races* .. ws 11,000 
Gold Coast Regiment and followers .. a .. 1,800 
Ashantis. . é be $33 .. 8,000 
Fantis and other ‘Colony tribes ; 3,000 


Miscellaneous, including Europeans and 56 Syrians 2,200 
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European residents during the year were :— 


Coomassie. Other Parts. Total. 





Official .. .. 110 27 137 
Unofficial .. 101 195 296 
211 222 433 


There were 110 Europeans in Coomassie at the close of the year, and 
168 in the Southern Province. 


Public Health, 
Europeans. 


Health amongst European officials was satisfactory; there was 
one death from yellow fover at Kintampo and four invalidings 
from Coomassie. 


Death rate .. 740 per thousand. 
Invaliding rate 29-62 per thousand. 


Four non-official Europeans died—two from accidents—and nine 
were invalided. 





Death rate .. 13°51 per thousand. 
Invaliding rate 30-50 per thousand. 
There were 50 admissions into the European Hospital. 


Among the 56 Syrians in Coomassie, two died from causes unknown. 


Natives. 
Officials numbered 150. There was one death and three were 
invalided. 
Unofficial. 
There were 1,371 admissions to hospital and 37 deaths in hospital. 


The dispensary dealt with 11,013 new cases, and 32,398 old ones, 
of which 36 per cent. were soldiers. 


Small-Pox. 


Only five cases were recorded during the year. 3,384 people were 
vaccinated, with successful results in 2,814 cases. 


Trypanosomiasis. 


Six”cases were treated in Coomassie, four being soldiers, one a 
soldier’s wife, and one a civilian. Five died and one recovered. 
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Leprosy. 
Leprosy was reported from the neighbourhood of Lake Busumtwi. 


2,044 people were examined, 88 certain and 18 possible cases were 
found. 

Sixteen cases from 8,653 persons examined were found in the 
Northern Province. 





SANITATION AND CLIMATE. 


Coomassie was under a Medical Officer of Health assisted by a 
European Inspector, and was kept remarkably clean and neat. 


The sanitation of Obuasi was undertaken by a Sanitary Committee 
under the Presidency of the Provincial Commissioner. The Committee 
empioyed a European Supervisor and a large number of natives. 
The condition of the town was satisfactory. The street to street 
water supply was ample and kept in good order. 


The town of Kintampo was burnt down in January and was rebuilt 
with wide straight streets ; the same course was adopted at Ejura. 


There was during the year a movement amongst the native chiefs 
to get their villages improved. This improvement consisted in laying 
out a broad centre street, with wide streets at right angles. Though 
depriving the villages altogether of their picturesqueness, it has 
doubtless added much to their ventilation and sanitary condition. 


5°39 inches more rain fell in 1913 than in 1912, which was a dry year. 





POST AND TELEGRAPHS. 


Services.—Daily between Coomassie and coast. Weekly to all 
out-stations. Twice weekly to Northern Territories. 


The service generally was fairly well maintained. 


The Post Office at Sunyani, which had been shut down, was re-opened 
for business by the Post Office Department in September. 





Coomassie Post Office handled the following :— 


Forwarded. Received. Total. 
Letters and Post Cards 110,436 123,112 233,548 
Books and Papers .. 20,232 39,326 59,558 
Registered Articles .. 12,958 11,291 24,249 
Parcels Re .. 4,532 9,182 13,714 





148,158 182,911 331,069 





18 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Obuast Post Office. 


Forwarded. Received. Total. 
Letters and Post Cards 16,634 64,293 80,927 
Books and Papers .. 2,643 94,375 97,018 
Registered Articles .. 11,860 4,115 15,975 
Parcels ok a 974 8,743 9,717 





32,111 171,526 203,637 





The smaller offices at Chichiwere, Nkoranza, Kintampo, and Sunyani 
handled 17,515 articles in all. 


The total revenue was £37,994 17s. 9d. 99,789 telegraphic 
messages were handled at Coomassie and Obuasi. 


The telegraph service was subject to frequent interruptions. 


RELIGION. 


The following Missions conduct operations in Ashanti :—Wesleyan, 
Basel Mission, Catholic, 8.P.G., Zion. 


The Wesleyan Mission has 718 full members, 2,680 adherents and 
758 Sunday scholars, with a staff of one European and 14 natives. 
They own 18 school chapels in various towns and villages. 


The Basel Mission has 1,807 full members and 751 children, a 
decrease of 12 as compared with 1912. Their staff consisted of three 
European ministers, with their wives, and thirty native ministers and 
catechists, and they own thirty chapels and schools in Ashanti. 


The Catholic Mission has 680 members with 186 school children, at 
eight Missions. 


The S.P.G. made a commencement late in the year, and have 
opened a small school and chapel in Coomassie, and a small chapel 
in Obuasi. 


The Zion Mission is also beginning. It has a church in Coomassie, 
with 70 senior and 76 junior members, and a school with 80 
scholars. 


Though comparatively very few in number compared with the rest 
of the population, Christians are distributed throughout the country 
and have to live in close contact with the heathens, and it is remarkable 
that so few quarrels take place. 


Practically the only cause of trouble is an occasional refusal by a 
convert to perform hereditary personal services to his chief, on the 
ground that they are “fetish.” In these cases the decision as to 
whether any particular service is or is not connected with “ fetish ” is 
generally decided by a Commissioner. 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 
Native Affairs. 


The relations between the Government and the native chiefs and 
councillors continued as cordial as ever. 


There were few intertribal disturbances, and what there were were 
of very slight importance, and were easily settled. 


The people of Ejisu, whose blind chief, Yaw Awua, was retired in 
1912, continued restless and gave some trouble. This must be expected 
- during the lifetime of the ex-chief. 


The feature of the year was the division of the Provinces into sub- 
districts, with Commissioners in charge of each. 


The Central Province is now divided as follows :— 


The Central District, which includes Coomassie (outside the town, 
which is administered by the Police Magistrate), Ejisu, Offinsu, Aguna, 
and Atchima. 


The Ashanti Akim District, with head-quarters at Juaso, includes 
Bompata, Juaben, Kumawu, and Obogu. 


The Ejura District includes Mampon, Nsuta, and Attabubu from 
the Northern Province. 


The Western Province now contains two sub-districts—Wenchi, 
which includes Jaman, and Ahafo, with head-quarters at Goaso. These 
two districts were in formation at the close of 1913, though not actually 
opened. 


The Police Magistrate’s extra-urban duties were taken from him in 
September and were given to the District Commissioner, Central 
District. This change places the outlying villages round Coomassie 
in charge of an officer who has opportunities of travelling and also 
gives the Police Magistrate more time to attend to his proper work. 


The Southern Province is still undivided and for most of the year 
was in the sole charge of a Provincial Commissioner, and consequently 
much needed travelling could not be done. 


The Omanhin of Kokofu and Ahafo died during the year. Successors 
were elected and installed. The Omanhin of Wenchi abdicated and 
a successor was appointed. 


An outstanding feature during the year was the interest taken by 
nearly all the tribes in the improvement of their villages and the 
opening up of the country with decent roads. 


The establishment of the new headquarters mentioned above was 
welcomed by the natives, and gratuitous labour was not only freely 
offered, but was regularly supplied. The results have been most 
gratifying. These excellent stations are well on the way to completion 
at a cost which is trifling. This forms a very convincing proof of 
the sympathy existing between the Administration and the natives. 
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The year was marked by great progress in the Western Province, 
largely due to the assistance and sympathy given the people by their 
Commissioner. 


Roads. 


The Acting Superintending Engineer reports as follows :— 
“The construction of the road was completed to Ejura, a distance of 
61 miles approximately, in June, 1912. 


“In August, 1912, the Secretary of State decided to give the road a 
coating of laterite, and this work was accordingly put in hand in November, 
1912. 


“ After the work had proceeded for some 5 miles approximately from 
Coomassie, it was found that laterite became scarce, and subsequently 
non-existent between miles 6 and 17, and it was consequently found 
necessary to use broken granite in its stead, the cost of the work being 
thereby considerably increased. 


“On the 8rd May His Excellency the Governor inspected the road, and 
in accordance with his recommendations the Secretary of State decided 
that the surface improvement should be carried out as far as Mampon only, 
a distance of 354 miles approximately, the work to be completed by the 
end of 1914, and this Department to be subsequently disbanded. 


“Up to the 31st December, 1913, stone was spread and rolled for a 
length of 16°51 miles, and stone quarried for a further length of 3°41 miles 


approximately. 


“In January, 1912, a survey was started for a branch road from the 
neighbourhood of the village of Ntonso (mile 14) to Affiduasi, the centre 
of a flourishing cocoa district, and the construction of this road has been 
approved for 1914, 


“ The erection on the Mampon plateau of a small bungalow for the use 
of the executive staff and for subsequent use as a sanatorium was approved 
during the year. The work was started on the Ist of September, and the 
bungalow was approaching completion on the 31st of December. 


“The establishment at the opening of 1913 was :— 
1 Superintendent Engineer, 
1 Accountant and Storekeeper, 
2 Overseers. 


Reliefs were arranged to insure the continuous presence in the Colony of 
one officer and one overseer, and from the Ist April, 1914, the whole staff 
will be present in the Colony until the completion of the work. 


“The labour establishment on the lst of January was 572, and 706 on 
the 3lst of December. The average for the year was 666, at an average 
monthly cost of £828. 


* All bridges and culverts are still in good condition and no replacements 
are anticipated in the near future. 


“Very heavy rains have been experienced during the year, necessitating 
a large amount of repairs. North of Mampon, where the soil 1s for the 
greater part of the way to Ejura of a clayey and indifferent nature, it 
has been found impossible to keep the surface in good condition, but an 
endeavour is being made at the present time to render it fairly passable. 
At the same time it is my opinion that no wheeled traffic will ever be able 
to ply on this section of the road, other than handcarts and the lightest 
types of motor-car, and the latter can only proceed at a very slow rate 
at imminent danger to their springs, and, as far as the road up the Ejura 
Hill 1s concerned, their tyres also.” 
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Up to the end of the year the total cost per mile for labour only for 
surface improvement was £456, against the estimate of £500. 


District Roads. 


Considerable progress was made in the improvement and con- 
struction of district roads. 182 miles of road were sumped and 
ditched. Inspectors were constantly travelling, and the natives in 
most cases carried out their instructions. 


The natives nearly everywhere realize that the development of the 
country depends on the roads, and if it were only possible to supply 
skilled supervision there would soon be graded roads in all directions ; 
the expense to the Government merely being the cost of alignment 
and bridging. 


The bridges put up on the Ejisu road have stood extremely well, 
and are used to carry a traffic much heavier than that for which they 
were intended. 


A bridge over the Ofin on the Coomassie-Sunyani road was nearly 
finished at the end of the year. This is being constructed by the 
Pioneers of the Gold Coast Regiment at the cost of the Road Vote. 


Railway. 


Inwards goods traffic increased from 16,469 tons in 1912 to 22,406 
tons in 1913, besides 37,518 tons of firewood which were hauled for the 
Ashanti Goldfields Corporation for short distances. 


Outwards goods traffic amounted to 14,254 tons. 


Passenger Traffic. 208,498 passengers were booked in and out of 
Ashanti—an increase of 36,524 over 1912. The value of the traffic 
was £31,165. 


During the cocoa season it was found necessary to put on an extra 
mixed train, which ran up and down between Dunkwa and Coomassie 
daily. 














Forestry. 


No progress was made with regard to the preservation of the forests, 
owing to the abeyance of the Forestry Ordinance. 


The three Forest Reserves in Ashanti, namely the Prah Anum, the 
Obogu, and the Kumawu Agogo, were all inspected by the Forestry 
Department. 


Experimental nurseries of teak and Dalbergia Sissoo were made 
with a view to making plantations later on. The former germinated 
poorly, but the latter has done well. 
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Transport Department. 


The following table gives the particulars of the work done by the 
Department during the year :— 


Number of loads sent mnepuee to the Northern 


Territories . 3,021 
Number of loaalé distributed a CAchantl eit: 

stations .. . 6,221 
Number of loads bie at ‘Goutianio Rc 3,831 


Number of carriers occupied in conveying evens 
to the Colony, Northern Territories and Ashanti 





out-stations es see 2,971 
Number of loads of mails .. ce ec .. 1,494 
Number of loads sent by train... Se ee BEE 

18,365 





as against 12,809 in 1912. 


759 loads were also sent on by Northern Territories carriers sent 
down for them. 


A motor service between Coomassie and Ejura was commenced in 
November, and preparations were completed for transferring the head- 
quarters of the Department from Seccondee to Coomassie. 


Public Works. 


An extensive programme was carried out during the year, about 
£34,000 being spent. 


The following buildings were completed, having been commenced 
in 1912. 


Meat Market . ; Sa Coomassie. 
Veterinary Offices ad Dispaneee’ va Coomassie. 
Conservator’s Offices 3 oe as Coomassie. 
Rest House .. d og te 2 Coomassie. 
Conservator’s aes te - i Coomassie. 
Veterinary Offices .. ys aa cs Coomassie. 
Roads Department Bungalow... re Coomassie. 
Police Station and Barracks ne ia Obuasi. 
District Commissioner’s Bungalow ie Obuasi. 
Inspector of Mines’ Pangelow. (oor handed 

over) Obuasi. 
Provincial Gommninainnar 8 Bedealoye te Kintampo 
District Commissioner’s Bungalow ee Kintampo. 


Post Office .. a a Se Re Kintampo. 
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The following buildings were commenced during 1913 in Coomassie:— 


Girls’ School added to Government 
School a : .. Completed. 


Contagious Diseases Hospital 


Native Hospital .. Not completed. 
Type “C” Bungalow on Reserva- 

tion .. i es .. Not completed. 
Slaughter House .. Completed. 
Police Station—General Repairs .. Completed. 
Gaolers’ Quarters... .. Completed. 
Prison—General Repairs .. Completed. 
Type “A” Bungalow on Reserva 

tion. ‘ ae be .. Not finished. 
Company Lines : ey .. Not finished. 
Extension—Post Office .. .. Completed. 
Type “C” Quarters os .. Not finished. 

In Obuasi. 

Contagious Diseases Hospital § .. Completed. 


A scheme for a new segregation area was drawn up and approved. 
The whole area, amounting to nearly one million square yards, was 
cleared, one mile and a half of roads was made, and_ building was 


coramenced. 


Excellent progress was made, reflecting the greatest credit on the 
Public Works Department, whose work, indeed, throughout Ashanti 


was worthy of praise. 


Coomassie Town. 











The following table shows revenue collected during 1913, as com- 
pared with previous years :— 
| Inerease(+)or 
| \ | decrease( —) 
1910 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1913 as com- 
| pared with 
1912 
| 
ieereiN eee £ £ £ 
Rents of Town Plots | 1,554 | 1,854 | 1,941 | 2,035 + 94 
Rents of Zongo Plots . 508 | 620 ; 699 736 + 87 
Market Rents -_ 205 | 203 | 207 197 | - 10 
Slaughter House Fees’ 659 694 | 721 815 + «(94 
Spirit Licences | 1,290 1,340 : 1,590 1,680 | + 90 
Beer Licences | 6 4 | 6 , = 2 
Dog Licences wal ll 4 | 20 (eles 2 Ak 
| | 
| | | 
Totals £ 4,233 4,729 5,184 5,482 +298 
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The principal heads of revenue show a normal increase, with the 
exception of slaughter house fees, under which head the amount 
collected shows accelerated progress. 


The increase in rents of town plots is mainly due to re-measurement 
of the areas leased, the actual plot occupied being usually greater than 
that stated on the lease. Seven new leases were issued during the” 
year and eight cancelled. Twenty-two new plots were leased in the 
Zongo, and the lease of one plot was cancelled. 


The deficiency under Market Rents is accounted for by the fact 
that some of the stalls blew down during the year and were not re- 
erected, and consequently were not leased. 


Sanitation. 


The sum of £2,450 was expended on works of sanitary improvement 
during the year and the following is a list of the completed works :— 


State road—a concrete drain laid down each side. 

Five new latrines built in brick and cement. 

Bridge over Subin Stream built. 

Four wells concreted, platforms built and wheel pumps fixed. 

Twenty-four-inch concrete drain laid along Kingsway and 
Market Road. 

One small latrine built for clerks. 


The substitution of cement drains for the present unsatisfactory 
earth ones, and the provision of proper bridges and culverts are perhaps 
the most urgent of the sanitary problems requiring attention in the 
town. <A drainage scheme for 1914 was projected, but has not been 
included in the Estimates. 


A native surveyor was appointed and commenced his work in March. 
He was employed in surveying the section of the town for further 
building extension, and was also occupied in taking levels of the Subin 
in connection with the town drainage. 


Sixty-five leases were renewed, the areas being measured and scale 
plans made. Fifty-eight building permits were granted. 


The French West Africa Company completed a fine new store on 
Kingsway during the year. 


Sanitation was well attended to and the town was noticeably 
well kept. 


The Acting Police Magistrate reports that the shortage of food 
supplies caused some anxiety and led in some cases to interception 
of the market women before they reached the market. This practice, 
which might have caused the village people to cease coming in, was 
stopped as much as possible. 


A fine new meat market was completed and opened on January Ist, 
1914, 
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A new slaughter house was opened and cattle are now slaughtered 
at nightfall, the meat being hung in a specially prepared room until 
morning. 


This slaughter house is already too small, and will require doubling 
in size. 


Wages. 


One shilling per day, with 3d. for subsistence, continues to be the 
standard wage for unskilled labour, which now comes in in considerable 
quantities from the Northern Territories. 


Skilled labourers, especially masons, blacksmiths, carpenters, etc., 
are very scarce and can command high rates. The supply is not 
likely to meet the demand for a long time. 


Living is cheap for the native as compared with the Colony. Food- 
stuffs are generally plentiful, and in the larger markets the prices are 
reviewed from time to time by the Commissioners in consultation with 
the local chiefs. 


Prospects of Future Trade. 
1913 was in all respects a good year for trade and there is reason to 
think that 1914 will be even better. 


The cocoa output will go on increasing for some years, under present 
conditions and prices. 


Money is plentiful and therefore all classes of general trade may 
be expected to flourish. The Northern Territories labour, which is 
coming down in such increasing quantities, takes back with it new 
ideas and wants, all of which must be supplied by Coomassie—the 
natural trade centre to which all the people from the north gravitate. 


Suitability for Europeans. 


The climate of Ashanti is not suited for permanent European 
settlement—the average stay in the country is twelve months, after 
which recuperation in a more bracing climate is necessary. 


Employment cannot be found locally for Europeans and no one 
should come out without previous engagement. 


The European community consists exclusively of officials, merchants, 
miners, and missionaries. 


I have, etc., 
ArTuuR J. PHILBRICK, 


Acting Chief Commissioner. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 














ANNUAL. 

No. Colony, &e. Year. 
117 Swaziland. . ice ae we Me -. 1912-1913 
7118 Imperial Institute | ie bs ne a a 1912 
119 Barbados .. a9 i aA a 1 -. 1912-1913 
780 British Guiana... ie ae rae +. 

781 Entomological Research ‘Committee as a iss AY 

782 Southern Nigeria. . ale wt aie ae ae 1912 
183 Jamaica .. ae ane on ae .. 1912-1913 
7184 British Honduras. . ae a ve age as 1912 
185 Northern Nigerta a aad Me an 33 on 

786 Malta ae fs se ee <i ae -» 1912-1913 
787 Uganda ae és ae be an ae 35 

7188 Mauritius .. an ate aa ac af 1912 
789 Straits Settlements 3 bie 26 ae oi a 

790 Trinidad and Tobago .. oe aa 8 -» 1912-1913 
791 East Africa Protectorate . ies a ee eS 
7192 Grenada .. . ee 3 2 ax 1912 
793 Leeward Islands . as ae a 8 -. 1912-1913 
7194 St. Lucia .. ot a ss hed PA ee 3 
795 St. Vincent Sec SME Sheet An eee mere Bs 
796 Bermuda .. ms os MB a a ce 1912 
197 Ceylon - ke a ue os Me ye a4 
7198 Gibraltar .. as ste ai ne “ts ee 1913 
799 St. Helena ne ah bis ee 3 
800 Turks and Caicos ‘Islands | as ie A ne = 
801 Seychelles. . a2 aA as a a a 
802 Ceylon... ae aye a ds re ‘oe nM 
803 Bermuda .. ve 35 ase me ns > 35 
804 Weihaiwei. . a on oi ar Se ae a 
805 Gambia .. of a oe a As Me; a 
806 Gold Coast a8 Te is 
807 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast. Fan oe v 
808 Sierra Leone : $f Bi a 
809 Bahamas .. he ve as ne oe -+ 1913-1914 
810 Cayman Islands .. As he ie en .. 1912-1913 
811 Fiji . an oe Bs Ne aN om 1913 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &c. Subject. 

79 Northern Nigeria .. ms ae Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 

80 Nyasaland .. is aH .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria .. a .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute .. a .. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeris x ae .. Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies . me oe .. Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 

85 Southern Nigeria .. Re -. Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southern Nigeria .. Re .. Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon ae a .. Mineral Survey. 

88 Imperial Institute on a .. Oils, Oilseeds, &c. 


89 Southern Nigeria .. ae .- Mineral Survey, 1913. 








33 

ao ‘COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAT. " 

aay oat oe eS ee Yd oma 
: y, LIBRARY f 
( AUGI? 1915 





No. 814. 


HONG KONG. 


REPORT FOR 1913. 


(For Report for 1912 see No. 762.) 








Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of His Majesty. 
October, 1914. 











LONDON: 
PRINTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF HIS MAJESTY’S 
STATIONERY OFFICE 
By BARCLAY ann FRY, Limirep, Tue Grove, Sourawarkg, §.E. 





To be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, froin 
WYMAN anp SONS, Limirtep, 29, Bkrams BUILDINGS, FETTER Langs, F.C 
and 28, ABINGDON STREET, S.W., and 54, St. Mary STREET, CARDIFF; or 

H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE (Scorrisn BRancH), 
23, Fortu StrREEtT, EDINBURGH; or 
E. PONSONBY, Liwirep, 116, Grarron STREET, DUBLIN; 
or from the Agencies in the British Colonies and Dependencies, 
the United States of America, the Continent of Europe and Abroad of 


T. FISHER ONWIN, Lonpon, W.C, 


(Cd. 7622-5.] Price 24d, De. 


CONTENTS. 


I.— FINANCES oe an a See ae Ae ses 


II.—TRADE AND SurPPING [NDUSTRIES, FISHERIES, AGRICULTURE, 
AND Lanp a0 Pa sre as ie ade Da rae 


IIL—LEGIsLaTION .. ae wie ae 
IV.—EpvcaTIon ts ae oe Ae oe se ss 
V.—Pusiic WORKS a af 
VI.—GOVERNMENT AND AIDED INSTITUTIONS 
. 

VII.—INSTITUTIONS NOT SUPPORTED BY GOVERNMENT 
VIII.—CrimINaL AND POLICE 

IX.—Vita Sratistics 


X.—PostaL SERVICE 


XI.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS a 85 oo 





18 


18 


20 


23 


25 


26 


27 


30 


30 





University of Minnesota 


DEC 15 1937 
COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 3 


No, 814. 


HONG KONG 


(For Report for 1912, see No. 762). 


Tue GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY oF STatE. 
Government House, 
Hong Kong, 


10th August, 1914. 
Sir, 


I have the honnour to transmit herewith six copies of the 


Colonial Secretary’s Report on the Blue Book for 1913. 
I have, &c., 
F. H. May, 


Governor, &c. 
The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P. 
&e., &., . &e. 


(C80.) Wt.36076—850. 1125 & 90. 10.14. B. & F. Ltd. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR 1913. 


I—FINANCES. 


The revenue for the year amounted to $8,512,308, being $660,449 
more then the estimate and $331,615 more than the revenue for the 
previous year. 


Compared with the returns for 1912 there were increases under 
every head with the exception of Fees of Court or Office, Interest, 
and Miscellaneous Receipts. 


The expenditure amounted to a total of $8,658,013, inclusive of 
a sum of $1,247,689 spent on Public Works Extraordinary. 


The detailed figures for 1913 are set out in the following state- 
ments :— 


Heads of Revenue. 


Light Dues ats ‘ os ne rier 
Light Dues, Special Mastatene ay, .. 104,648.41 
Licences and Internal Revenue not otherwise 
specified Se “3 .. 5,510,560.89 
Fees of Court or Office, Payinents for Specific 
purposes, and Reimbursements i in Aid .. 711,534.94 
Post Office es ie oe a. © 489,189.37 
Kowloon-Canton haleny: sa .. 825,115.22 
Rent of Government Feeney, iaad and 
Houses - 898,480.27 
Interest ; , re Ba SS re 
Miscellaneous Hevaipea ta eh oe .. 186,844.82 
TotaL .. teas Te ee .. 8,220,023.36 
Land Sales (Premia on New Tee e .. 292,285.48 


Torat .. ee on . . $8,512,308.84 
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Expenditure. 

$ 
Governor .. ae aN se a ae 82,051.05 
Colonial Secretary’s Department and Legislature 79,977.73 
Secretariat for Chinese Affairs .. es ae 41,674.04 
Audit Department op ‘gr ie — 30,817.89 
Treasury .. ee a = oe ie 66,161.92 
Harbour Master’s Department . . aa .. 228,516.80 
Royal Observatory wa oe = Me 24,255.49 
Miscellaneous Services .. aa on .. 387,783.79 
* Judicial and Legal Departments ae .. 253,636.18 
Police and Prison Departments ~ -. 909,421.09 
Medical Departments... bis n .. 227,307.03 
Sanitary Department .. i ae .. 331,234.55 
Botanical and Forestry Department .. = 48,745.88 
Education .. & es aa zs -. 269,164.33 
Military Expenditure... = oo .. 1,615,683.32 
Public Works Department iad a -. 867,544.52 
Do. Recurrent Arana ose .. 599,843.24 
Do. Extraordinary... ~ .. 1,247,689.34 
Post Office a 2: ae Bs .. 622,587.51 
Kowloon-Canton Railway af om .. 245,808.58 
Charge on account of Public Deb BYE os 672,961.36 
Pensions .. ie ss id a -. 280,230.88 
Charitable Services Fe a eS ne 24,916.41 
ToTaL .. st wh . . $8,658,012.93 


The deficit on the year’s working was $145,704, and the balance of 
assets and liabilities showed on the 31st December a sum of $2,659,426 
in the Colony’s favour. 


The following is a statement of the revenue and expenditure of the 
Colony for the five years 1909-1913 :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
§ 
1909 - a) -- 6,822,967 6,542,839 
1910 ee an -. 6,960,861 6,907,113 
1911 oY i .. 7,497,231 7,077,177 
1912. 2 iy -. 8,180,694 7,202,553 
1913, As ar -. 8,512,308 8,658,012 


The capital expenditure on the British section of the Kowloon- 
Canton Railway during 1913 was $236,806, chiefly in connection 
with the erection of a terminal station. The total expenditure on this 
account amounted at the end of the year to a sum of $13,521,231. 


The amount of the consolidated loan stands at £1,485,732, and in 
addition the advances by the Crown Agents for railway construction 
amounted at the end of the year to £188,518. Against these items 
there is at credit of the Sinking Fund a sum of £164,188 and there is 
a balance of £220,000 unpaid in respect of the loan to the late Viceroy 
of Wuchang. 


(C80) a2 
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No new taxation was imposed during the year and no change of any 
importance was made in existing taxation. 


The existing valuation for 1912-1913 was adopted as the valuation 
for 1913-1914. During the year ending 30th June, 1913, no general 
assessment was made, the difference in rateable value being the result 
of interim assessments. 


Increases. 


The City of Victoria, $164,202 or 1:63 per cent. 

The Hill District, $8,700 or 2-99 per cent. 

Shaukiwan, Saiwanho, and Quarry Bay, $4,075 or 1:11 per cent. 
Hong Kong Villages, $3,019 or 2°31 per cent. 

Yaumati, $1,760 or 0°67 per cent. 

Mongkoktsui, $2,715 or 1:76 per cent. 

Hung Hom and Hok Un, $140 or 0°04 per cent. 


Decreases. 
Kowloon Point, $18,835 or 3-56 per cent. 
New Kowloon, $15,903 or 13°33 per cent. 
Kowloon Villages, $11,187 or 11°7 per cent. 


The rateable value of the whole Colony amounted to $12,450,992, 
being an increase of $138,686 or equal to 1°12 per cent. over the value 
of the previous year. 


For the period 1904-1913 the assessment of the whole Colony has 
risen from $9,929,171 to $12,450,992, an increase in value of 25:39 
per cent. 


The circulation on the 31st Basertiet of notes of the three banks 
having authorised issues was as follows :— 


ong Kong and Shanghai Bank os -» $18,417,339 
Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China 5,429,671 
Mercantile Bank of India’ eed a 704,742 


$24,551,752 

An Ordinance (No. 13 of 1913) was passed prohibiting the circulation 
of bank notes other than those authorised, while Ordinance No. 15 
of 1913, coming into force on lst March, 1914, was passed to prohibit 
the circulation of foreign silver coin. 


The currency of the Colony consists, in addition to the notes of 
these banks, of British, Hong Kong, and Mexican dollars and of 
subsidiary coin. 

Foreign note circulation has wholly ceased. 

The rate of discount on Hong Kong subsidiary coin varied during 
1913 between the following limits :— 


50 cent pieces, par to 32 per cent. 
20 is 34 per cent. ,, 8 45 
10 . 63 iron we es 
5 » 1 » » 6 » 


Copper coin, par. 
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The total issue of these coins, less those demonetized, now amounts 
to $36,392,370 nominal value, and they were up to the year 1905 
readily absorbed at par, large quantities being taken by the neigh- 
bouring provinces of China. During 1913 ten cent pieces of the face 
value of $1,040,000 were shipped to England for purposes of 
demonetization. The discount which has prevailed since 1905 may 
be attributed to the immense quantity of similar coin which has 
latterly been minted at Canton as well as to the amount of Hong 
Kong coin minted largely in excess of the needs of the Colony by 
itself. In 1905 the Hong Kong Government ceased to issue any 
subsidiary coin and in 1906 it began a policy of demonetizing all its 
subsidiary coin received as revenue. This policy has been con- 
tinuously followed since except during a brief period in 1911. Coin 
to the face value of $7,607,459 has thus been redeemed. The total 
ssue by the Hong Kong Government was of the face value of about 
$44,000,000. It is thought that about half of that amount has 
dropped out of circulation. 


II—TRADE AND SHIPPING, INDUSTRIES, FISHERIES 
AGRICULTURE, AND LAND. 


(a.)\—Shipping and Trade. 


The total of the shipping entering and clearing at ports in the 
Colony during the year 1913 amounted to 490,228 vessels, of 37,742,982 
tons, which, compared with the figures for 1912, shows an increase of 
1,609 vessels, of 1,007,933 tons. 


Of the above, 47,529 vessels, of 25,821,652 tons, were engaged in 
foreign trade, as against 46,603 vessels, of 24,269,270 tons, in 1912, 
and were distributed as follows :— 





1912. 1913. 1912. 1913. 
Numbers. Numbers. Tonnage. Tonnage. 
British — ocean- 
going ships .. 84% 8:8 % 32°4% 32°7 % 
Foreign _ocean- 
going ships .. 9-2 9:9 35°3 36:0 
British river 
steamers ae 15-0 14:0 17°3 15:8 
Foreign river | 
steamers o. 38 38 ! 35 36 
Steam-launches 
(under 60 tons) 8-6 95 ' 06 0-7 
Trading junks .. 55:0 54:0 \ 10°9 11-2 
100-0 100:0 | 100-0 100-0 
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The movements of fishing junks are not included in the above 
figures. 


Of the ships of European construction, 4,445 ocean steamers, 2 
sailing ships, 4,202 river steamers, and 2,287 steam-launches (not 
exceeding 60 tons) entered during the year, giving a daily average 
entry of 29-9 ships, as compared with 28°7 in 1912, and 26-9 in 1911. 


The average tonnage of individual ocean vessels entering the 
port has increased from 2,575:7 tons to 2,577°5 tons. That of British 
ships has increased from 2,713°4 tons to 2,742°7 tons, while that of 
foreign ships has decreased from 2,457 tons to 2,453'7 tons. 


During the past twenty years, the average tonnage of ocean vessels 
has increased from 1,257 tons to 1,995°5 tons. 


The average tonnage of river steamers entered during the year 
has increased from 585:1 tons to 598°6 tons. That of British river 
steamers has increased from 602'5 tons to 6162 tons, and that of 
foreign river steamers has increased from 515-1 tons to 533°2 tons. 


A comparison between the years 1912 and 1913 is given in the 
following table :— 





1912. 1913. Tnerease. Decrease. 
Class of Vessels. 
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British ocean-\/ 5 956! 7,779,970| 4,210] 8,449,533; 254 669,563 


going Brecet. 

Foreign oval! 4,367] 8,592,920 4,679| 9,272,685 312| 680,310, .. | .. 
British river 

steamers cy 6,968] 4,197,744) 6,624) 4,078,635]. . 344) 119,109 


Foreign river) 
steamers .. f 
Steamships un- | 


1,738| 894,349] 1,780] 949,328 42| 54,979 . Se 


der 60 tons 
(foreign 
trade) 


quae foreign \| 95,593| 2,654,275] 25,653 2,882,518] 60) 228,243 ..] .. 


3,981) 150,612} 4,574/ 189,003) 593) 38,391 


Number] Tonnage Number) Tonnage | Number | Tonnage|Number| Tonnage 





Total, foreign 


trade.. ..f| 46,603|24,269,270| 47,520125,821,652| 1,261/1,671,491} 344| 119,109 





plying in 
waters of 
Colony 


anes tose *30,056|*1,856,475) +26,270|t1,200,726| .. .. |3,786| 655,749 


Steam launches 
411,990] 10,609,404) 416,438/10,720,604| 4,448) 111,200] .. o 





Grand Total. .| 488,649|36,735,149| 490,228/37,742,982| 5,709|1,782,691) 4,130, 774,858 

















Net .. .. ..{ 1,579|1,007,833) .. | .. 

















* Including 9,922 Conservancy and Dust Boats of 624,090 tons. 
t » 10,026 ” 2» » of 407,276, 


_ 
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This table shows an increase in British ocean shipping of 254 
ships, of 669,563 tons, or 6°4 per cent. in numbers and 8°6 per cent. in 
tonnage. 


British river steamers show a decrease of 344 ships, of 119,109 
tons, or 4:9 per cent. in numbers and 2°8 per cent. in tonnage. This 
is due to the fact that two Chinese owned British steamers, the Wing 
Hon and the Hot Tung, ceased running during the year. 


Foreign ocean vessels increased by 312 ships, of 680,315 tons, or 
7-1 per cent. in numbers and 7°9 per cent. in tonnage. This is almost 
entirely due to the increase under the Japanese flag of 287 ships, of 
650,766 tons, though there are small increases under the Austrian, 
Dutch, Norwegian and United States flags, while French, German 
and Italian shipping decreased. 


Foreign river steamers show an increase of 42 ships, of 54,979 
tons, or 2°4 per cent. in numbers and 6°1 per cent. in tonnage. These 
figures are explained by the substitution of the Kwong Kung, of 418 
tons, under Chinese colours for the Kwong Wai, of 195 ton. During 
the year the two river steamers hitherto under French colours have 
been transferred to the Chinese flag. 


Steam-launches in foreign trade increased by 593 vessels, of 
38,391 tons, or 15 per cent. in numbers, and 25:5 per cent. in tonnage. 
The causes which led to the large increase in 1912 have continued to 
be operative during the whole of 1913 but larger launches have been 
employed on the various runs. 


Junks in foreign trade show an increase of 60 vessels, of 
228,243 tons, or 23 per cent. in numbers and 8°5 per cent, in tonnage. 
This appears to indicate that the foreign trade is being carried in 
junks of larger size than formerly. 


In_ local trade, z.e., trade between places within the waters of 
the Colony, there is an increase in steam-launches of 4,448 vessels, of 
111,200 tons, or 1 per cent. in both numbers and tonnage. 


In local trade junks there is shown a large decrease of 3,786 
vessels, of 655,749 tons, or 12 per cent. in numbers and 35 per cent. in 
tonnage. This is explained by the facts that many large junks 
formerly employed in local trade have gone into foreign trade 
during the year, and that all junks under 150 piculs capacity are now 
classed as “ boats.” 


It is of interest to note the altered relative positions of German 
and Japanese shipping visiting the Colony. In 1912 German 
shipping arriving occupied the second place on the list, with 637 ships, 
of 1,129,054 tons, or 7-4 per cent. of the total arrivals of ocean and 
river trade vessels, and 10°5 per cent. on tonnage; while under 
the Japanese flag came 592 ships, of 1,572,194 tons, or 6°9 per cent. 
in numbers and 14-6 per cent. in tonnage. In 1913 German shipping 
fell to the third place in both number and tonnage, with 597 ships, of 
1,107,453 tons, or 6°9 per cent. in numbers and 9°7 per cent. in tonnage, 
against Japan’s 740 ships, of 1,907,307 tons, or 8°5 per cent. in numbers 
and 16°7 per cent. in tonnage. 
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The actual number of individual ocean vessels of European 
construction entered during 1913 was 791, of which 361 were British 
and 430 were foreign. In 1912 the corresponding figures were 724, 
336 British and 388 foreign. 


These 791 ships measured 2,045,076 tons. They entered 4,447 
times, and gave a collective tonnage of 8,873,806 tons. Thus, 65 more 
ships entered 292 more times, with a collective tonnage increased by 
687,670 tons, an average of 2,355 tons per ship. 



































Thus :— 
Steamers. seoimber g He Total Tonnage. 
Flag. 1 a am 
| ] 
1912. | 1913. 1912. 1913. | 1912. ; 1918. 
1 
itish { Steamers.. | 335 | 859 | 1,977. 2,099 3,892,354 4,209,950 
British { gailing .. 1 2 1 2| 253901” 5,419 
Japanese Suen 123 164 592 | 740 |1,572,194|1,907,307 
German ois ata 98 106 637 | 597 |1,129,054 1,107,453 
Norwegian .. .. 26 29 168; 189] 173,145) 182,633 
Austrian ois Oe 10 12 46 51 | 153,624) 168,063 
Chinese bet is 30 26 236 233 | 275,310) 272,166 
Danish Bae ts 6 6 11} 13 28,927; 34,433 
Dutch tee] 18 15 112 128 | 246,352) 242,928 
French Rie, Ghee 26 22 142 155 | 229,532; 284,628. 
Italian oie) (ee 4 2 13 7 31,403| 18,312 
Portuguese .. .. 5 5 101 114 49,494) 52,009 
Russian ies seal) (dS 21 35 34 | 103,998; 86,021 
Swedish tee ade 6 7 14 12 37,262; 31,497 
U.S.A. Ceca 18 15 70 | 73 | 260,597) 270,987 
Toran .. ..| 724 791 4,155 | 4,447 |8,186,136/8,873,806 
Trade. 


The remarks with which this section of the Harbour Master’s 
Report has always opened, as to the unreliability of the figures sup- 
plied by shipmasters, were never more fully justified than this year, 
the discrepancies between the quantities of various items reported 
and the actual quantities, which in some cases it has been possible to 
discover, being very marked. 


Imports—Under this heading, which includes all cargo landed 
or transhipped in the Colony from ocean vessels and river steamers 
(not from junks or steam-launches), a total of 4,956,125 tons was 
reported, which, compared with that reported for 1912, shows the 
enormous increase of 804,000 tons, or nearly 20 per cent. 


Of this total, the imports of coal, case oil, rice, timber, and 
“general” show increases, while cotton goods, flour, bulk oil, and 
liquid fuel show decreases. 


Coal.—Here an increase is reported of 75,000 tons, or 7 per cent. 
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This, as last year, is accounted for by increased demand for coal 
in Canton, and generally inland: about one-third of the total 
having been re-exported to Canton. 


No coal of British origin arrived in the Colony, except that 
imported by the Admiralty. The imports of Japanese coal fell off 
considerably during the latter part of the year, its place being taken 
by increased imports of Chinese coal. 


Cotton Goods.—The decrease indicated here amounts to 19,894 
tons, or 33 per cent. It is more than doubtful if this decrease is 
borne out by facts although there was undoubtedly considerable 
reduction in imports of both piece goods and yarn. 


The favourable prospects prevailing at the beginning of the year, 
as noted in last year’s report, were destined to be extinguished by the 
renewed political trouble in China, which created unrest and financial 
difficulties destructive to trade, with the result that the demand fell 
to zero, and no shipments were made. During the last part of the 
year, however, the trade revived, prices ruling steady, and exchange 
generally favourable. 


Flour.—Here was reported a decrease of 30,716 tons, or 31 per 
cent., most of which is fabulous, the imports of flour being probably 
reported, in many cases, as “ general.” ‘The actual imports amounted 
to 129,415 tons, of which 67,887 tons were reported. This amended 
total, compared with that for 1912, gives a decrease of 12,950 tons, or 
10 per cent. The reason for this actual reduction in imported flour 
is undoubtedly the recrudescence of political trouble in China, which 
caused shippers to be cautious. 


Tt is of interest to note that Canada, during 1913, made her first 
shipments of flour to this market. The quantity is as yet small, only 
8,000 tons, or 6 per cent. of the whole, but, given more stable conditions 
in China, there is no reason to doubt that the Canadian mills will 
shortly be sending us large quantities. 


Kerosene Oil—Bulk Oil shows a falling off of 12,537 tons, or 
18 per cent. This decrease is not of any importance. The stocks 
in hand in the Colony were large at the beginning of the year and 
low at the end, more having been sold than imported. The actual 
consumption of oil, imported in bulk, in South China decreased by 
about 5 per cent., but this was more than counterbalanced by increased 
consumption of oil imported in cases. Bulk oil is always decanted 
into tins before distribution in China, so that to the actual customer 
it makes little, if any, difference in what form it arrives in this Colony. 


Case Oil—Here an increase of 12,243 tons, or 33 per cent., is 
reported, but, as in the case of bulk oil, there is no significance in 
the figures. It is merely a question of stocks and freights. Stocks 
were low at the beginning of the year and freights high. During the 
second half of the year freights dropped, and large shipments were 
made, so that by the end of the year all available storage was virtually 
full. During the year a new competitor in this trade has entered the 
arena, in the shape of the Texas Oil Company, who have made some 
large shipments to this market. 
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Inquid Fuel—aA large decrease is reported here, amounting to 
8,116 tons, or nearly 41 per cent. It has not been possible to verify 
the suspicions that a large quantity of liquid fuel has entered the 
Colony unreported, but it is believed that this is so from the fact 
that, although the vessels of the Toyen Kisen Kaisha have ceased to 
bunker here, the demand from other points is increasing. 


Opium.—A further decrease is shown in the imports and exports 
of raw opium, which indicates generally the effect of the Opium 
Agreement of May, 1911, and of the subsequent arrangements between 
the Governments of Great Britain and China. The figures for the 
mports and exports since 1908 are shown in the following table :— 





| 


1911. 1910. | 1909. | 1908. 
Chests. Chests. i Chests. | Chests. 





‘08 4,707 


Stockin hand Ist January 8 
734 | 41,821 


Imported during the year 








Total........ 14,6683) 19,9483) 28,409 , 36,252 | 41,542 | 46,528 

| 
Boiled by opium farmer. . 667 1,113 761 782 | 1,044 864 
Spurious opium destroyed) — 2 _ 14 51 247 


Stolen .........eeseees 2 9 — _— 
Exported during the year 9419 | 13,2644) 20,061 | 28,333 35,938 | 39,609 





Total........-/ 10,088 | 14,3883] 20,822 | 29,129 |37,033 | 40,720 














Stock remaining 31st Dec. 4,5803} 5,560 7,587 | 7,123 | 4,509 5,808 














Rice.—The figures furnished by shipmasters show an increase in 
the rice imports of 34 per cent. As a matter of fact, the increase 
amounts to about 20 per cent. The rice crop in China was above 
average, so thai there was no need for extra importation. In Annam 
and Siam the crops were unusually good, and prices ruled low. The 
Tonking crop was poor. The figures given show that about 750,000 
tons of rice arrived in the Colony during the year. 


Timber.—The increase of 9,663 tons, or 13°5 per cent., reported 
is due to the increased demand for Borneo hardwoods and American 
and Canadian pine, for house and ship building. It is mostly sent on 
in junks to Canton. 


Rattans.—The trade in rattans is an increasing one, though not 
to the extent indicated by the reports sent in, which show an increase 
of 2,426tons. The quantity reported in 1912 was 907 tons and in 1913 
3,333 tons. Asa matter of fact, 10,588 tons were imported in the latter 
year, being an increase of about 11 per cent. Of this total, about 
60 per cent. comes from the Straits Settlements, 30 per cent. from 
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Java, and 10 per cent. from Borneo. About one-third is exported, 
raw, to Canton. 


General.—Here an increase is reported of 688,286 tons, or 43°6 
per cent. This is probably a genuine increase, when allowance is 
made for the itemised descriptions of cargo reported as “ general.” 
It appears to be due to the state of the freight market during the 
greater part of the year, and serves to show that, however much the 
political state of China influenced certain branches of trade, the 
deficit was more than made up in other branches. 


Eaport Cargo.—Under this heading were reported 2,681,318 tons, 
an increase of 346,318 tons, or nearly 15 per cent. 


Transit Cargo.—There is shown an increase in transit cargo of 
345,848 tons, or 7°5 per cent. 
Emigration and Immigration. 


One hundred and forty-two thousand seven hundred and fifty- 
nine (142,759) emigrants left Hong Kong for various places during 
the year 1913 (122,657 in 1912). 


Of these, 103,665 were carried in British ships, and 39,094 in 
foreign ships. 
Statement of Number of Emigrants to Straits Settlements, 
1908 to 1913, compared with total Chinese 
Enmuagration, 1908 to 1913. 
Number of Emigrants 


to Total Number of 
Straits Settlements, Emigrants. 


1908 .. 0. 0. 2. 49,639 71,081 
19099 .. 1. 1... 48,016 77,430 
1910 2. 0. 0... 76,705 111,058 
1911... .. .. .. 100,906 135,565 
1912 .. 2. .. 2. 84,024 122,657 
1913 tee ee 109853 142,759 


One hundred and sixty-six thousand nine hundred and twenty- 
one (166,921) returning emigrants are reported to have been brought 
to Hong Kong from the several places to which they had been 
emigrated either from this Colony or from coast ports, as against 
163,248 in 1912. Of these 130,313 arrived in- British ships, and 
36,608 in foreign ships. 


(b.)\—Industries. 


(i.)—Under European Management. 


Engineering and Shipbuilding.—This industry improved as 
regards tonnage during the year under review. 
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1913. 
Taikoo Dockyard and 
Eng. Co., Ld......... 11 vessels of 5,886 gross tons and 4,420 1.H.P. 
Hong Kong and Wham- 
poa Dock Co., Ltd. .. 9 5 3,304, Er 4,700 ,, 
W. S. Bailey & Co. .. 15 i 306, s 509 ,, 
Kwong Fook Cheong .. 3 be 220 ~—«,, a 385, 
Kwong Tuck Cheong 6 BS 1,493, 3 2,406 ,, 
Sam Kee.. .. .. .. 8 oe 140, a 250 ,, 
Kwong Hip Lung Co., 
Ltd. weet nee Serey 56 =) 558, fs 1,002 ,, 
Kwong Sze Sang .. 6 S 380, a 720 5 
Total .. .. .. 59 vessels of 12,287 gross tons and 14,392 I.H.P. 
1912. 


Taikoo Dockyard and Eng. 





Co., Ltd... . +. .«. 8 vessels of 2,121 gross tons and1,065 1.H.P. 
Hong Kong and Whampoa 
Dock Co., Ltd. re 8 be 922 Re 3 1,275 ,, 
W.S. Bailey & Co. .. .. 15 aa 491 BS x 486 ,, 
Macdonald & Co. Site ergs SO 5e 197 ad me 218 ,, 
Ulderup & Schluter .. 6 87 5 is 120 ,, 
Tung Hing Lung 2 4) 50 ae 5 180 ,, 
Kwong Fook Cheong 3 an 665 oe ee 585 ,, 
Kwong Hip Loong 1 By 27 ss = 76-4, 
Kwong Tak Cheong .. 3 oe 548 $3 % 846 ,, 
Kwong Tak Hing .. .. 1 i 91 ay 3 116 ,, 
Kwong Hip Lung Co.; Ltd. 6 BN 250 oo a 515 ,, 
Cheung Kee ak Vests lt a 34 ae “ 19 55 
Kwong Sze Sang 5 es 206 ie se TGS 0TS os, 
Kwong Lee 1 ” 76 8 ” 102 ,, 
Total .. .. .. 61 vessels of 5,765 gross tons and 7,018 I.H.P. 





Sugar Refineries—The year 1913 was an unsatisfactory one. 
Prices, owing to severe Japanese and Java competition, were on a very 
low scale throughout the whole period. In addition to this, tightness 
of money, restriction of credit, and want of confidence in the country 
generally, had an adverse effect on the China market. 


Cotton Spinning—The Cotton yarn trade proved somewhat 
disappointing during 1913, as the bright prospects under which the 
year opened were not fully realized owing to political unrest and 
chaotic financial conditions in China. The local mill, however, has 
worked full time and did a larger turnover than in the previous year, 
which would tend to show that yarns produced from China cotton 
(on similar lines to the Shanghai mills) are growing in favour. 

It is generally felt that, granted reasonable facilities for trade, the 
outlook is encouraging. 


Rope Manufactwring—The rise in the price of hemp in the 
Philippines, which was the chief feature of 1912, was well maintained 
during 1913, but towards the end of the year the market eased off 
owing to absence of enquiry from the United States. It is anticipated, 
however, that the crop for 1914 will be considerably below the average, 
and if this turns out to be the case we may expect no decline of im- 
portance during 1914. The effect of the high price of the raw material 
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during the year was, as anticipated in our last report, to curtail sales, 
although the demand was on the whole satisfactory throughout the 
year. 


Cement.—The demand in the Far East kept up during the year. 
The local Green Island Cement Co. unfortunately was not able to keep 
the different markets well supplied, on account of the embargo placed 
on the export of limestone from the Kwangtung Province still being 
in force, the result being the reappearance of various European and 
Japanese brands, and a large importation of the Haiphong Company’s 
product. The trouble was nearing a settlement at the end of the year, 
and it is hoped that stone will be procurable from the old sources of 
supply before much longer. Outward freights from Europe and 
England were somewhat lower, and prices declined towards the end 
of the year. 

(ii.)—Under Chinese Management. 


Rattan and Fibre Furnitures.—Manufacturers and exporters alike 
report a greatly increased business, the demand for hemp string 
and sea grass being particularly good. 


Native Tobacco.—Contrary to expectations this industry has 
revived; many Chinese who formerly used cigarettes of European 
manufacture are now favouring the native weed. The output has 
increased 30 per cent. on the previous year and business has been 
profitably carried on. 


Tinned Goods.—The volume of exports increased and local 
factories report a very good year. 


Samshu.—The Superintendent of Imports and Exports reports 
that the trade has been steady during the year, an increase being 
shewn in samshu (a) distilled locally, (6) imported, (c) exported and 
(d) consumed locally. New distilleries have been opened in Hong 
Kong and the New Territories. 


Vinegar.—The output shows a slight falling off as compared 
with the previous year and business generally has not been profitable. 


Knitted Vests and Socks.—Notwithstanding the keen competi- 
tion of the Japanese, who imported largely in the early part of the year, 
business cannot be said to have been bad, and prospects for the coming 
year are good. 


Leather and Hides—Local tanneries have almost died out, but 
the export of raw hides to Penang has greatly increased and the 
re-import of fine leather from that port steadily grows to meet the 
extraordinary demand in China for foreign style ladies’ boots and 
shoes, and for military equipment. 


Ginger and Preserves.—Business increased 20 per cent. during the 
year, profits being considered good all round. 





Soy.—Esporters again report a dull market, and a continual 
drop in export to Singapore and the south. 


Paper.—The year shows a further decrease in this trade and 
stocks on hand are heavy. 
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Vermilion.—The output just about corresponds with the pre- 
vious year, but the demand has increased and good profits have been 
made at enhanced prices. 


Lard.—The export of this and dried meats to the Philippine 
Islands increased about 30 per cent. and local merchants are prepared 
to comply with regulations imposed as to purity, etc. 


(c.)—Fisheries. 


A considerable proportion of the boat population of Hong Kong 
supports itself by deep-sea fishing, in which pursuit a large number 
of junks are engaged. The villages of Aberdeen, Stanley, Shauki- 
wan, and also many in the New Territories, are largely dependent 
upon this industry for their prosperity. Fresh-water fish is imported 
from Canton and the West River. There are oyster beds of con- 
siderable value in Deep Bay. 


(d.)\—Forestry, Agriculture, and Botany. 


On the south slope of Beacon Hill 66,000 one-year-old pine tree 
seedlings were planted. 5,000 pine tree seedlings were also planted 
on the Kowloon Service Tank Hill. 

About 50,000 pine tree seedlings have been raised for planting 


in 1914. A much larger number had been provided for but the 
August typhoon destroyed between 30,000 and 40,000. 


At Aberdeen and Pokfulum, in areas cleared by fires, pine seeds 
were sown in sites, 


Some 5,000 young banian trees were planted on the low hills to 
the south of Beacon Hill. One hundred young camphor trees were 
also planted on these hills. 


In the Pokfulum valley over 2,500 young trees were planted 
consisting of camphor, Tristania and Ficus. 

Pine seed, amounting to 420 lbs., was sown broadcast on grassy 
hills in the vicinity of Kowloon Tsai. 


Alongside the Castle Peak-Shataukok Road, 1,300 trees were 
planted, consisting of Poinciana, Ficus and Melaleuca. 

At U Kau Tang 1,000 pits were made, some of which were planted 
with trees and the others sown with seeds. 

In the vicinity of Fanling 250 flowering trees were planted. 

The young pine tree plantations at Mount Davis, Aberdeen and 
Lyemun were thinned out. 

Creepers encircling trees in plantations at Mt. Kellett, Mt. Victoria, 
Mt. Gough, Mt. Parker, and Kowloon Catchwater were cut. 

Trees and shrubs standing in the New Reservoir area at Tytam 
Tuk were felled. 


Large numbers of flowering trees and shrubs were planted along 
the Bowen, May, Magazine Gap and Peak Roads and the Peak 
Tramline. 
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In connection with anti-malarial measures about 4,500,000 
square feet were cleared of undergrowth at Government expense. A 
further area of about 975,000 square feet was cleared at the expense 
of the military authorities and an area of 3,500 square feet at the cost 
of private individuals. 


For survey purposes an area of about 2,400,000 square feet was 
cleared for the Public Works Department. 


Several inquiries were made by merchants regarding seeds of 
economic value and the desired information was given. 


The first and second rice crops were good. Lichees were plentiful. 
On the last day of the year frost destroyed many of the fields of sweet 
potatoes in the New Territories. 


(e.)—Land Grants and General Value of Land. 


There was a considerable increase in the net amount received 
from sales of Crown land and pier rights during 1913, the figure 
reached being $292,285, which is $128,501 more than the preceding 
year and $126,400 more than the average for the past five years. 
The principal items are :—$43,645 for Kowloon Inland Lots Nos. 1,283 
and 1,284, a large area of 233,225 square feet situate near Yaumati 
Railway Station, $35,000 and $23,500 respectively for Inland Lots 
Nos. 2,028 and 1,968 in Taipingshan, in the City of Victoria, which 
were sold at the rates of $4.95 and $5.11 per square foot: $24,900 
obtained for Inland Lot No. 1,947, an area of 249,000 square feet 
situate on the summit of the ridge east of the Happy Valley, and 
$12,936 for sales of land in the New Territories, the last figure being 
$4,791 more than the amount received for the previous year, an 
increase of nearly 38 per cent. 


There were not as many sales of lots in and around the City as 
there were last year, but several large lots were sold, and in some 
instances there was keen competition, particularly in the case of the 
two lots at Taipingshan above mentioned, when the amounts realized 
were considerably in excess of the upset prices. 


There was a further increase in the number of private propertie 
which changed hands, the total number of lots or portions of lot 
being 1,455, as against 1,219 last year, the total purchase money paid 
being $21,845.734, which is $2,815,748 in excess of last year’s total. 


During the year a survey was made of Marine Lot No. 54, which 
was re-entered in 1912, the lot being divided into some 61 inland lots, 
in respect of which 51 Crown leases have already been icsued. 


There was an improvement in the demand for granite quarries 
after a period of depression. A batch of ten were put up to auction at 
the end of the year for short periods and realized an increase of 57 per 
cent. above the upset rentals. 


In the New Territories the demand for land was normal inasmuch 
as the number of lots sold was very little in excess of the preceding 
year, but the sale of several Jarge agricultural lots and a large oyster 
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Bed in the Northern District swelled the total acreage of, and the 
prices obtained for, lands sold in that part of the Colony to figures 
considerably above last year’s totals. 


An area of 42 acres was granted to the Royal Hong Kong Golf 
Club as an extension to the existing course at Fan Ling in the New 
Territories. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


Thirty Ordinances were passed during 1913, of which 14 were 
amendments of previous Ordinances and one, an Ordinance to repeal 
the Sugar Convention Ordinance, was subsequently disallowed. 


The most important matters with which these Ordinances dealt 
were the General Loan and Inscribed Stock Ordinance (No. 7), setting 
forth the terms and conditions applicable to loans authorised by the 
Hong Kong Government and to provide for the creation of Hong Kong 
Inscribed Stock, the Prohibition of the Circulation of Foreign Notes 
(No. 13), the Prohibition of the Circulation of Foreign Silver and 
Nickel Coins (No. 15), the Steam Launch and River Trade Steamer 
(Protection against Piracy) Ordinance (No. 18), which provides for 
precautions being taken on board river steamers against the seizure 
of steamers by pirates who embark under the guise of passengers, and 
the Education Ordinance (No. 26), which provides for the registration, 
control and supervision of schools. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


The Education Ordinance was passed and came into force towards 
the end of the year. By its provisions all schools except Government 
Naval and Military Schools and a few others especially excluded are 
compulsorily registered and are subject to inspection. Unregistered 
schools are illegal and the Managers liable to a heavy fine. The 
Director of Education has power to close inefficient and unnecessary 
schools, an appeal lying to the Governor in Council. This Ordinance 
has brought 620 schools, with 11,909 pupils, under control. The total 
numbers of pupils at school in the Colony are :— 


| 





English | Vernacular 











| 
Schools, | Schools. | Total. 
| 
! 
i | | 
Government DA Tr taa lute 2,155 | 107 | 2,262 
Naval, Military and ex- | | 
cluded Me a are 675 | ' 675 
Grant Schools .. .. .. | 2029 2,169 | 4,198 
Private Schools, Hong | ' 
Kong ead Gate ease ae 1,196 7,490 8,686 
Private Schools, New f | 
Territories .. .. .. of i 3,223 | 3,223 
| 6,055 12,989 19,044 
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The most important schools, apart from the excluded schools 
(of which the Department has no knowledge), are Queen’s College for 
Chinese and three District Schools its feeders, and the Belilios Public 
School for Chinese girls. There is an Indian School of growing im- 
portance. Kowloon School and Victoria School, for children of British 
parentage, have an average attendance of about 120. The Diocesan 
School and Orphanage, St. Joseph's College and the Ellis Kadoorie 
School are important boys’ schools. The Italian, French and St. 
Mary's Convents, and the Diocesan Girls’ School are the most 
important of the English Grant Schools. 


The Hongkong Technical Institute affords an opportunity for 
higher education to students who have left school. Instruction was 
given in 1913 in Mathematics, Machine Drawing, and Building Con- 
struction; in Chemistry, Physics and Electricity; in Commercial 
English, Logic and Political Economy; In French, Shorthand and 
Book-keeping. Classes in Sanitation (Public Hygiene) and First Aid 
to the Injured are also held, the examinations being conducted under 
the auspices of the Royal Sanitary Institute, London, and of the 
St. John Ambulance Association, respectively. Classes for men and 
women teachers are a feature of the institute. 


The Lecturers are recruited from the members of the medical 
and educational faculties of the Colony, and from the Department of 
Public Works, and receive fees for their services. The institute is 
furnished with a well equipped chemical laboratory and excellent 
physical apparatus. 


While the Technical Institute has suffered in several directions 
from the activity of the University, it continues to perform many 
useful functions of its own. The Normal Classes for men and women, 
the Shorthand, Mathematics and English Classes were all well attended, 
as also a “ First Aid’ Class. 


The University of Hong Kong was opened for teaching in 
September, 1912. Chancellor, His Excellency Sir Francis Henry May, 
K.C.M.G.,B.A.,LL.D., Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Sir Charles Eliot, 
K.C.M.G., C.B., D.C.L., M.A., LL.D., Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, 
Professor C. A. M. Smith, mM.sc., M.i.m.E., Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine, Francis William Clark, u.p., Dean of the Faculty of Arts, 
Professor A. E. W, Salt, m.a., Registrar, A. C. Franklin, F.1.¢. 


Faculties of Engineering, Medicine, and Arts are fully established. 
In the Engineering Department courses are being given in Civil, 
Electrical, and Mechanical Engineering, leading up to the degree of 
B.Sc. (Eng.). The Medical faculty prepares students for the degrees 
of M.B. and B.S. The Arts faculty gives the degree of B.A., which, 
like all the other degrees of the University, is modelled on the London 
Pass Degree. 


Five years of residence are required before the M.B. or B.S. can 
be granted, and four for the B.Sc. (Eng.) and B.A. There are three 
terms in the Session, which begins on September 15th and ends about 
May 31st. The fees are $300 for tuition, and $240 for board and 
residence, with a deposit of $25 caution money. ll fees are payable 
in terminal instalments. 
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The University has shown abundant proof of vitality. At the 
end of the year the number of students was 107, 52 of whom were 
taking Engineering, 30 Medicine and 25 Arts. While most of the 
students have studied in Hong Kong schools a number come from 
Canton, the coast ports of China and the Straits Settlements. 


V.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


The Western Market was completed, being opened on the Ist 
October. The buildings in connection with it occupy fully half an 
acre of land, the main building being two-storied. 


The Mongkoktsui Breakwater was constructed throughout to a 
height of about 5 feet above high water level or 14 feet above low 
water level, whilst the reclamation adjoining the northern entrance 
of the Harbour of Refuge, which forms part of the scheme, was nearly 
completed. The foundations of the pier enclosing the Harbour of 
Refuge to the south were ready to receive the superstructure. 


The concreting of the foundations of the valve tower in the large 
masonry dam, forming the second section of the Tytam Tuk Scheme, 
was begun at the close of the year. 


~ The following buildings were completed :—Sanitary Offices in 
Wantsai and Saiyingpun Districts; new operating theatre, etc., at 
the Civil Hospital; an extension of the City Slaughter Houses and 
Lairage Sheds and quarters near same for an additional Inspector ; 
a large extension of the Belilios Public School; quarters for the 
sextons at Mount Caroline and Kailungwan Cemeteries ; a temporary 
building for the Survey Staff of the Public Works Department; an 
underground trough closet at the west end of Wellington Street ; 
a vegetable and fruit market at Yaumati and an extension of the 
Royal Observatory, Kowloon. The following buildings were in 
course of erection :—New Magistracy ; a new Public Works storeyard ; 
quarters for subordinate officers at Breezy Point, on Mount Parish, 
and adjoining King’s Park, Kowloon, (30 houses in all); stables for 
the Sanitary Department adjoining No. 1 Police Station ; an under- 
ground trough closet at the foot of Pottinger Street; a urinal at 
Happy Valley and additions to Hunghom Police Station. 


A diversion of Wongneichong Road to the north of the village 
bearing the same name was completed and the improvement of a 
further portion of this road, extending from near the village to the 
gate of the Colonial Cemetery, was in progress. The Tramway 
Company undertook the extension of their Happy Valley line to 
opposite IL. 1,927. Belchers Street was extended past M.L.’s 
263-268, Kennedy Town, and the first portion of a road along the 
north face of Victoria Peak, extending for a distance of 2,820 feet 
from Victoria Gap, was nearly completed. The construction of a 
road to give access to I.L.’s 1,946 and 1,947, situated on the spur to the 
east of Happy Valley, was begun. In the New Territories, the 
remaining section of the Castle Peak—Sha Tau Kok Road, extending 
from Au Tau to San Tin, was completed, but the bridging of the 
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creek at Au Tau still remains to be done. An extension of the road 
at Castle Peak Bay to a point where a pier can be constructed to admit 
of launches going alongside at all states of the tide was begun. A 
branch road from Au Tau to Kam Tin was completed, with the 
exception of the bridge near the latter place, and branch roads between 
the following points were completed or nearly so:—Sheung Shui 
Railway Station to Fanling Golf Course; Sheung Shui Railway 
Station to Shek Wu Hui and Sheung Shui villages. 


The training of the stream at No. 12 Bridge, Shaukiwan, was 
completed for the full distance to which such works are to be extended 
at present and the training of a considerable length of the stream at 
No. 11 Bridge was proceeded with. Streams in the Wongneichong, 
Wanchai, Bowen Road, Magazine Gap and Mount Austin Districts 
were also trained. An extension of the nullah at the railway yard, 
Hunghom, was carried out with a view to obviating the flooding of 
the yard during heavy rainstorms and the consequent deposit of 
large quantities of detritus. Various extensions of sewers in con- 
nection with new building lots were carried out and further drainage 
works were executed at Shamshuipo on account of reclamation works 
in progress there. 


The reclamations in front of K.M.L.’s 29-31, Yaumati, to the 
south of K.M.L. 32, Taikoktsui, and at Shamshuipo were nearly 
completed. The works executed with a view to the improvement of 
Ap Liu Village were completed, but arrangements for the recon- 
struction of the houses themselves still remained to be carried out. 


The work of providing scavenging lanes was continued, com- 
pensation being paid where necessary. The demolition of the riding 
floors over the north and south ends of Tung Man Lane and over the 
north end of Wing On Lane (Nos. 118 and 128 Des Voeux Road Central 
and 117 Queen’s Road Central) was carried out, the owners being 
compensated by Government. 


The service reservoir and filter beds near Sywan Gap in con- 
nection with the Shaukiwan Water Works were nearly completed. 
A new pumping station on Pokfulam Road to supersede the one on 
Bonham Road was in progress. 


Kowloon Inland Lot No. 1,132, containing a detached house, 
was resumed at a cost of $60,000, the house and surrounding land 
being taken over by the railway for a manager’s residence, whilst 
the remainder of the land was utilized in conjunction with some 
adjoining Crown land for a site for subordinate officers’ quarters. 
The amounts paid by the Railway and Public Works Department 
respectively were $46,682.31 and $13,317.69. 


The total amount expended on Public Works Extraordinary was 
$1,247,689 and on works annually recurrent $599,843. 


A very considerable amount of damage was caused by typhoons 
which occurred on the 16th-17th August and 18th-19th September, 
whilst a rainstorm on the 12th June did great damage to the New 
Territories road near Un Long. The typhoons were accompanied by 
exceptionally high tides. 
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Railway. 


The plans for the new terminal station were received at the 
beginning of January, and the Architect, Mr. A. B. Hubback, F.R.1.3.a., 
arrived during the month, when they were discussed with 
him. Considerable modifications were decided upon and it was not 
until the middle of April that the first foundation plan was received 
and the work started departmentally, borings and prickings having 
previously been taken. The whole of the foundations and sewer 
water drainage were completed during the year and two island 
platforms built, 600 feet and 700 feet long respectively. It is regretted 
that delivery of the points and crossings required for laying 
out the station yard was delayed, which resulted in the platforms not 
being available as soon as anticipated. Other construction work 
consisted of building a permanent station at Taipo Market to a Chinese 
design, which has called forth favourable comment from the Chinese 
travelling public ; the erection of a small station at Sheung Shui Halt 
at the crossing of the new Government Road, which serves the 
increasingly popular golf course at Fanling; the building of staff 
quarters at Shatin ; and a small station at Shataukok. 


The year’s expenditure chargeable to Construction Account was 
$232,580 Main Line and $4,226 Fanling Branch, making a total of 
$236,806 against the grant of $430,068, which shows a saving of 
$193,262. 





The working expenses compared with gross receipts show a 
marked decrease ; the percentage for the previous year being 85°81, 
while for 1913 it was only 73°68. 





The revenue derived from local traffic was $129,206, an increase 
of $12,382, and that from through and joint sectional traffic has 
increased by $78,942. The excess of income over expenditure for 
the year was $87,825. 


The expenditure on the Fanling Branch during the year amounted 
to $11,086.29, against an estimate of $12,536.00, which shows a saving 
of $1,449.71. The estimated earnings were calculated to be $14,600, 
but the actual amount realized was $6,912.25 only. With the 
institution of the new rolling stock in April, 1914, it is hoped that the 
receipts will increase. 


Passengers booked by British Section to 


Stations in China ad an .. 250,437 
Passengers booked by Chinese Section to 
Stations on the British Section .. 296,614 


Passengers travelling on the British 
Section, Main Line 


Passengers travelling on the British 
Section, Fanling Branch... .. 47,119 


230,339 


HONG Kone, 1913. 23 


VI.—GOVERNMENT AND AIDED INSTITUTIONS. 
(a.)—Hospitals. 


Government Hospitals consist of the Civil Hospital, to which is 
attached an isolated Maternity Hospital, the Victoria Hospital for 
Women and Children, and the Kennedy Town Infectious Diseases 
Hospital. There is an observation station capable of accommodating 
1,500 persons in the event of an outbreak of infectious disease on 
board a ship arriving in the harbour. | 


The Civil Hospital contains 150 beds in 19 wards. 2,793 in-patients 
and 15,361 out-patients were treated during 1913, as against 2,731 
and 15,177, respectively, in 1912. 254 cases of malarial fever were 
admitted, as against 198 in 1912 and 112 in 1911, but the total cases 
of malaria for all Government Hospitals and the Tung Wa Hospital 
show a decrease of 150 cases as compared with the year 1912. The 
Maternity Hospital contains 12 beds for Europeans and 4 for Asiatics. 
213 confinements occurred during the year, as against 140 in 1912. 
The Victoria Hospital, at the Peak, contains 41 beds, and during 1913 
220 patients were under treatment there. At Kennedy Town Hospital, 
which contains 26 beds, 9 cases were treated in 1913, all being small- 
pox. 


(0.)—Lunatie Asylum. 


The Asylum is under the direction of the Superintendent of the 
Civil Hospital. European and Chinese patients are separated, the 
European portion containing 8 beds in separate wards and the Chinese 
portion 16 beds. 259 patients of all races were treated during 1913 
and there were 17 deaths. 


(c.}—The Tung Wa and other Chinese Hospitals. 


The Tung Wa Hospital, opened in 1872, is mainly supported by 
the voluntary subscriptions of Chinese, but receives an annual grant 
of $8,000 from the Government. Only Chinese are treated in this 
institution. Various other services not appertaining to a hospital 
are performed by this institution, such as the free burial of the poor, 
the repatriation of destitutes, and the organisation of charitable 
relief in emergencies. Chinese as well as European methods of 
treatment are employed in accordance with the wishes expressed by 
the patients or their friends. About half the number are now treated 
by Western methods. The Hospital is managed by a committee of 
Chinese gentleman annually elected, their appointment being sub- 
mitted to the Governor for confirmation. It is under the supervision 
of a visiting physician, who is a member of the Medical Department, 
whilst a Chinese house surgeon, trained in Western medicine, is a 
member of the hospital staff. There are 323 beds in the buildings 
and 4,910 patients were accommodated during 1913. 


The Tung Wa also maintain a branch hospital for small-pox cases 
(Chinese only) at Kennedy Town. It contains 58 beds and during 
1913 101 cases were'treated. 
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The Alice Memorial and Affiliated Hospitals are managed and 
controlled by the missionaries resident in Hong Kong, agents of the 
London Missionary Society, and consist of the Alice Memorial Hospital, 
opened in 1887, the Nethersole Hospital, opened in 1893, the Alice 
Memorial Maternity Hospital, opened in 1904 and the Ho Miu Ling 
Hospital, opened in 1906. The number of in-patients in 1913 was 
1,634 and the expenditure $18,053.34. The number of labours in 
the Maternity Hospital was 394. The Government makes a grant 
of $300 per annum to these hospitals. 


To avoid the complete seclusion from friends and relatives which 
removal of Chinese plague patients to the Kennedy Town Infectious 
Diseases Hospital entailed, four District Plague Hospitals are now 
maintained by the Chinese in various parts of the Colony. These 
hospitals are under the management of the Chinese Public Dis- 
pensaries Committee and receive a grant of §2,000 a year from the 
Government. 


The new Kwong Wa Hospital for Chinese, in the Kowloon Peninsula, 
was opened on the 9th October, 1911. It occupies a site having an 
area of three acres and as designed will ultimately provide accommoda- 
tion for 210 patients. The existing buildings contain 70 beds and 
1,416 patients were accommodated during 1913. The collection 
of subscriptions and the supervision of the building were undertaken 
by a special committee under the chairmanship of the Secretary for 
Chinese affairs. The hospital receives a grant of $8,500 per annum 
from the Government. 


The Hong Kong University is an institution that arose from the 
joint enterprise of British and Chinese subscribers. It was founded 
with funds representing about equal proportions of Chinese and 
British money. 


The idea of the University is to provide, close to China, education 
for Chinese similar to that given in the British Univer-ities, but at a 
much cheaper cost ; for if a Chinese goes abroad to be educated he 
has to pay, besides travelling expenses, some $2,000 per annum; 
whereas at Hong Kong the expenses of the University are $540 per 
annum for board and tuition, or, including extras, from $600 to $650. 


The founders of the University took into consideration the fact 
that Chinese students being educated abroad have usually to make 
their own arrangements for board and lodging. Consequently some- 
times they contract irregular habits. All students educated at the 
Hong Kong University are required to become boarders, and thus 
their whole lives are under supervision whilst they are there. Ample 
provision is made for indoor and outdoor recreation, and in this con- 
nection it is interesting to note that the Chinese residents of Hong 
Kong recently subscribed a large sum for levelling a new playing 
field, and that the work has just been completed. 


The University is composed of three faculties: (1) Medical, 
which offers unexampled facilities for the practice of medicine. 
The anatomical laboratories were the gift of a Cantonese gentleman 
(Mr. Ng Li-hing). There is a large staff of instructors in medicine : 
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all the principal doctors of Hong Kong give lectures at the University. 
(2) Arts. The establishment of this faculty was largely due to the 
munificence of a Straits Chinese gentleman (Mr. Cheung Pat-sze). 
Its special object is to provide training suitable to those who desire 
to enter the public service or the higher branches of mercantile life. 
Instruction comprises English and Chinese literature, political and 
constitutional history, political economy, jurisprudence, and inter- 
national and commercial law. 


The largest of the faculties is that of (3) Engineering, to which nearly 
two-thirds of the students belong. It is divided into three branches : 
Civil, Electrical and Mechanical. The University has an exceptionally 
large equipment of machinery and apparatus, and at the end of this 
year it will probably have fourteen laboratories and workshops in 
working order. There is practically no place in China where students 
have such an opportunity of seeing all kinds of machinery in actual 
working and of learning their practical management. 


The University insists upon all students having a proper knowledge 
of their own language, although instruction at the University is 
carried out in English. Students are required to pass an examination 
in written Chinese before entering, and two Chinese professors, both 
Hanlin graduates, give lectures on the classics and history of China. 


VII.—INSTITUTIONS NOT SUPPORTED BY GOVERNMENT. 


Among institutions recognised and encouraged, but not to any 
considerable extent supported, by Government may be mentioned 
the P6 Leung Kuk, the Eyre Refuge, the City Hall, and the Chinese 
Public Dispensaries. 


The P6 Leung Kuk is a Chinese Society founded in 1878 for the 
suppression of kidnapping and traffic in human beings. It was 
incorporated in 1893 and is presided over by the Secretary for Chinese 
Affairs and not more than nine directors nominated by the Governor. 
The actual management is entrusted to a committee elected annually 
by the members of the Society. The Society’s buildings have been 
declared a refuge under the Women and Girls Protection Ordinance, 
and almost all women and girls detained by the Secretary for Chinese 
Affairs under that Ordinance are sent to the Pé Leung Kuk. During 
1913 the number of persons admitted was 625 and at the close of the 
year 62 remained under the care of the Society. The inmates are 
under the immediate charge of a Chinese matron, and instruction is 
given them by the matron and a Chinese teacher in elementary 
subjects and in needlework. 


The Eyre Diocesan Refuge is an institution, under mission auspices, 
founded for rescue work among the Chinese. It is now housed in 
the Belilios Reformatory and receives a small grant from the 
Government. 
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The City Hall receives an annual grant of $1,200 from Government. 
It contains a theatre, some large rooms which are used for balls, 
meetings, concerts, etc., a museum in which are some very fair 
specimens, and a large reference and lending library, to which new 
volumes are added from time to time, as funds will allow. The 
building was erected in 1866-9 by subscription. 


Small grants are also given to the Italian Convent ($1,280), the 
French Convent (both of which take in and tend abandoned or sick 
infants), the West Point Orphanage, the Seamen’s Hospital, and 
other charitable institutions. 


The Chinese Public Dispensaries are institutions maintained in 
order to provide the Chinese with the services of doctors whose 
certificates will be accepted by the Registrar of Deaths, and with the 
services of interpreters who can assist the inmates of houses where 
a case of infectious disease has occurred. Coolies are engaged and 
ambulances and dead vans provided in order to remove cases of 
infectious disease to the Infectious Diseases Hospital and dead bodies 
to the Mortuary. The Dispensaries receive sick infants and send 
them to one or other of the Convents and arrange for the burial of 
dead infants. Free advice and medicine are given and patients are 
attended at their houses. There are eight Dispensaries in existence, 
including one for the boat population on a hulk in Causeway Bay. 
The total cost of maintenance, which is defrayed by voluntary sub- 
scription, was $39,392.09. The Dispensaries are conducted by 
een under the chairmanship of the Secretary for Chinese 

flairs. 


VITI.—CRIMINAL AND POLICE. 


The total of all cases reported to the police was 12,011, being a 
decrease of 649, or 5-13 per cent., as compared with 1912. There 
was in 1913 a decrease in serious offences of 825, or 19°30 per cent., 
as compared with the previous year. The number of serious offences 
reported was 202 below the average of the quinquennial period 
commencing with the year 1909. The number of minor offences 
reported shows an increase of 176 as compared with 1912 and was 
1,500 over the average of the quinquennial period. 


The total strength of the Police Force in 1913 was Europeans 175, 
Indians 472, Chinese 576, making a total of 1,223 (as compared with 
1,173 in 1912) exclusive in each case of the five superior officers and 
staff of clerks and coolies. These figures include police paid for by 
the Railway and other Government Departments and by private 
firms. Of this force 13 Europeans, 141 Indians and 48 Chinese were 
stationed in the New Territories during the year, under an Assistant 
Superintendent. 


The District Watchmen Force, numbering 124, to which the 
Government contributes $2,000 per annum, was well supported by 
the Chinese during the year. These watchmen patrol the streets in 
the Chinese quarter of the City. They are placed on police beats 
and are supervised by the European police on section patrol. 
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The total number of persons committed to Victoria Gaol was 6,885, 
as compared with 6,236 in 1912. Of these 1,369 were committed 
for criminal offences, against 1,867 in 1912. Of committals for 
non-criminal offences there were 77 more under the Prepared Opium 
Ordinance, and 10 less for infringement of sanitary by-laws than 
in 1912. 


The daily average of prisoners confined in the gaol was 702, the 
average for 1912 being 701, and the highest previous average being 
726 in 1904, The percentage of prisoners to population, according 
to the daily average of the former and the estimated number of the 
latter, was 0°15, which is the average percentage for the last ten years. 
Owing, however, to the large floating population, which is constantly 
moving between the Colony and Canton, the percentage of crime to 
population does not convey an accurate idea of the comparative 
criminality of the residents of the Colony. The gaol has accommoda- 
tion for 630 prisoners. 

The prison discipline was satisfactory, the average of punishments 
per prisoner being 1-22, as compared with 1°40 in 1912 and 1°61 in 1911. 

Long sentence prisoners serving two years and upwards are taught 
useful trades, including printing, book-binding, washing, mat-making, 
tailoring, oakum-picking, etc. The profit on the work done was 
$59,007, as against $60,976 in 1912. A sum of $4,652 was received 
and credited to Government for non-Government work, against. 
$4,636 in 1912. 


IX.—VITAL STATISTICS. 
(a.)\—Population. 


The civil population of the Colony, according to the census taken 
on May 20th, 1911, was 456,739, of whom 104,287 reside in the New 
Territories and in New Kowloon; at the census taken in 1906 it was 
301,967 exclusive of the New Territories and of New Kowloon. The 
estimated total population at the middle of the year under review was 
489,114, but this includes the New Territories; and, as the birth 
and death figures given below do not include those from this area 
(with the exception of New Kowloon), the population for the purposes 
of calculating these rates is estimated at 398,520, of whom 21,470 
were non-Chinese. 


The distribution of population at the census was as follows :— 





Non-Chinese civil community a “ oa e. 12,075 
AI City of Victoria (including Peak) .. 219,386 

g3 += | Villages of Hong Kong... : .. 16,106 

A 3 (Kowloon (including New Kowloon) .. 67,602 

& & |New Territories a a Ae .. 80,622 
& \Population afloat .. = eh .. 60,948 
Total Chinese population %8 ae .. 444,664 





Total Civil population .. i = ++ 456,739 
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(b.)\—Public Health and Sanitation. 


The activity in building operations which was so noticeable a 
feature of 1912 has continued and the demand for housing accom- 
modation by the Chinese has been greatly in excess of the supply ; 
this indicates that many of those who fled with their families to Hong 
Kong during 1911 and 1912 have elected to remain in the Colony. 


A further influx of Chinese from the neighbouring provinces, 
estimated at from 50,000 to 60,000, occurred during 1913 as a result 
of renewed political disturbances, which fortunately, however, were 
speedily brought to a peaceful termination. 


There can be very little doubt that the Chinese quarters generally 
are still in an overcrowded condition and, although the incidence of 
plague has been light during the past year, there is reason to fear 
that the Colony may not be so fortunate during 1914. The relation- 
ship between overcrowding and plague was discussed at length in the 
Report for 1912, and the Sanitary Department are continuing their 
efforts to keep down the number of rats and to exclude them as far 
as possible from dwellings, while the scavenging service is also being 
strengthened with a view to reducing still further the available food 
supply of the rat population. 


The general birth-rate for the year was 11:7 per 1,000 among the 
Chinese community and 15°8 per 1,000 among the non-Chinese com- 
munity, as compared with 9-0 and 16-2 during 1912. 





The general death-rate for the year was 21-75 per 1,000 among the 
Chinese community and 10°9 among the non-Chinese community, 
as compared with 26°33 and 14°5 during 1912. 


The number of deaths from malaria (290) shows a considerable 
decrease on the previous year (432). The deaths of Chinese from 
this cause in the City of Victoria numbered 110 out of a population 
of 239,260, or a rate of 0°5 per 1,000 per annum. 


The deaths from plague numbered 386, as compared with 1,768 
in 1912 and 253 in 1911. 


Small-pox deaths numbered 84, all Chinese, with the exception 
of a British ship’s engineer and a West Indian passenger, both of 
whom are stated to have been vaccinated in infancy. Of the Chinese 
cases 18 had been vaccinated and of these 11 died; six of the non- 
vaccinated Chinese cases recovered and 68 died; no information as 
to vaccination was available in the other 3 deaths. 
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There were 2,537 deaths from respiratory diseases among the 
Chinese, as compared with 2,317 in 1912. Pulmonary tuberculosis 
and phthisis claimed 885 Chinese victims, while other forms of 
tuberculosis represent an additional 384 deaths, making a total of 
1,269, or 15°5 per cent. of the total deaths among that community. 


Beri-beri was responsible for 339 deaths, as compared with 231 
during 1912 and 320 in 1911. During the past few years circulars 
have been distributed to all large employers of coolie labour calling 
their attention to the fact that beri-beri is produced by the con- 
sumption of white rice as the staple article of diet without a sufficiency 
of other foods, and advising that beans should be supplied with the 
rice when fresh meat or fresh fish cannot be afforded. 





The influx of thousands of strangers from the neighbouring provinces 
is a sufficient explanation of the temporary rise in the number of 
deaths from this disease. 


A tabular statement of the principal causes of death is appended 
(p. 33). 


(c.)—Clamate. 


The mean shade temperature for the year at the Royal Observatory, 
Kowloon (108 feet above mean sea level), was 71°°9, the same as in 
1912 and the ten preceding years. The maximum temperature 
was 92°-0 on the 20th July and the minumum 44°-0 on the 26th 
January. The hottest month was July, with a mean temperature 
of 82°°8, and the coldest January, with a mean temperature of 59°-2. 


The temperature at the high levels of the Peak District is from 3° 
to 8° less than at the Observatory. At Victoria it is practically the 
same. The rainfall and humidity are considerably greater at the 
Peak than at Victoria, the Observatory, or Tai Po (New Territories) 


The total rainfall for the year was 83°73 inches, as compared with 
an average of 80°85 inches during the ten preceding years. The 
wettest month was June with 16°03 inches, the driest November, 
when 0°74 inch was recorded. The greatest amount of rain which 
fell on any one day was 4:05 inches on the 19th September while no 
rain fell on 221 days during the year. The mean relative humidity 
of the atmosphere for the year was 77% as compared with an 
average of 78% during the ten preceding years. The average 
daily amount of sunshine was 5°6 hours, being 46% of the possible 
duration. 
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X.—POSTAL SERVICE. 


The total revenue from the Postal Service in 1913 was $439,189.37 
and the total expenditure $622,587.51 leaving a debit balance of 
$183,398.14. The total amount of payments during the year exceeded 
that estimated for by $183,244.51 owing to the claims in respect of 
mails sent vid Siberia during the years 1910 and 1911 and the share 
of the Peninsular and Oriental mail subsidy for the fourth quarter of 
1912 being settled this year instead of in 1912. ; 


During the period 1st-28th May, statistics, in accordance with the 
regulations of the Postal Union, were taken by all Union Offices to 
form the basis for calculating the transit charges payable on inter- 
national correspondence for the years 1914 to 1919 inclusive. 





XI.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The condition of the neighbouring Province of Kwangtung was 
in a very unsatisfactory state for the greater part of the year, and 
this condition reacted upon the Colony. There were constant 
intrigues against the authority of the central Government and it 
was necessary to adopt strong measures in order to prevent such 
intrigues from being fostered in Hong Kong. The financial difficulties 
in which the Provincial Administration has been involved ever since 
the Revolution were accentuated by the depreciation of the unsecured 
note issue unwisely made by the Provincial Government; and this 
depreciation, coupled with further depreciation of the silver currency 
caused by continued issues of twenty-cent pieces and the prevalence 
of brigandage throughout the Province militated against trade. The 
climax was reached when, in July, Governor-General, Ch‘an Kwing- 
ming proclaimed the independence of the Kwangtung Province. 
This movement was short lived, for, on the advance of Lung Chai- 
kwong from Kwangsi on Canton, Ch‘an Kwing-ming fled and Lung 
Chai-kwong restored the authority of the Central Government. Many 
acts of piracy were committed in the waters of the Canton River 
delta throughout the year. The s.s. Tai On, a steamer flying the 
British flag, was attacked on the 2nd April. Pirates who had em- 
barked on the vessel in the guise of passengers succeeded in over- 
powering the officers and securing a large quantity of booty. This 
outrage led to the enactment of the Protection against Piracy 
Ordinance referred to under the heading of Legislation, and to a 
considerable increase in the police whose duty it is to search passengers 
embarking on river steamers. 


The embargo on the export of limestone from the Kwangtung 
Province was not moved in 1913. Although vigorous representations 
were made to the Chinese authorities at Canton and Pekin, the 
question remained unsettled at the close of the year. Very great 
injury was occasioned to the Green Island Cement Company by its 
loss of a source of supply which it has enjoyed, by permission of the 
provincial authorities, for over twenty years. 
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The boycott of the Low Level Tramway which commenced in 
November of the preceding year came to an end in February. The 
Company received a grant from the Government amounting to $45,248 
as partial compensation for the losses sustained. 


With a view to obtaining a better control over the sale of prepared 
opium the Government decided to institute a Government monopoly 
of the sale of the prepared drug in the Colony on the expiration of 
the lease of the present Opium Farm. Mr. R. O. Hutchison, who 
was selected to maugurate the monopoly, proceeded to the Straits 
Settlements in April to investigate the working of the system in that 
Colony and in the Federated Malay States. 


Vigorous efforts were made in 1913 to check the smuggling of 
prepared opium out of the Colony to countries which prohibit the 
importation of the drug. The opium farmer was allowed to renew 
his lease of the Opium Farm for a further period of one year from the 
Ist March, 1913, but a special clause was inserted in the agreement 
reducing the amount of opium to be prepared in the Farm during 
the year from 900 chests to 540 chests for local consumption and 
120 chests for export. The Opium Ordinance was also amended 
during the year in several important respects, the most noteworthy 
in this connection being the provision rendering it illegal for any 
person, other than the farmer or his licensees, to be in possession 
of a quantity exceeding 5 taels of opium. The results achieved 
have been satisfactory. Whereas in 1912 a number of ships from 
Hong Kong were fined heavily in Manila when opium was discovered 
on board, practically no such fines were reported in 1913. Twenty 
seizures, comprising 12,974 taels of prepared opium intended for 
illicit export, were made during the year. 


The policy of the Government in controlling the importation and 
sale of morphine, compounds of opium, and cocaine was vigilantly 
maintained throughout the year, and the use of these drugs in the 
Colony is now exclusively confined to medical purposes. 5,584 
ounces of morphine and 1,764 ounces of cocaine were seized during 
the year, all destined for China or neighbouring ports. 





On the 15th December, M. Albert Sarraut, Governor-General of 
Indo-China, arrived in the Colony in the French flagship Montcalm 
on an official visit. He was accompanied by Rear-Admiral de Kerillis 
and the members of his staff. He was entertained during his stay 
by the Officer Administering the Government and Vice-Admiral 
Sir Martyn Jerram, Naval Commander-in-Chief, and left on the 
20th December. 


Mr. A. M. Thomson performed the duties of the Colonial Secretary 
during the period from January Ist to July 24th, when Mr. C. Severn 
was absent on leave, and subsequently from August 21st to December 
25th, when Mr. Severn performed the functions of Officer Administering 
the Government in the absence of Sir F. H. May. 
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Mr. C. Clementi, the Assistant Colonial Secretary, proceeded to 
British Guiana to take up the appointment of Government Secretary 
on the 27th August and the duties of the post were carried out by 
Mr. R. H. Crofton, the services of Mr. A. G. M. Fletcher, who was 
appointed Assistant Colonial Secretary vice Mr. Clementi, being 
required in the Treasury. 


CLaup SEVERN, 
Colonial Secretary. 


4th July, 1914. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 


the sources indicated on the title page :— 











ANNUAL. 

No. Colony, &c. Year. 
178 Imperial Institute 1912 
779 Barbados .. 1912-1913 
780 British Guiana - 

781 Entomological Research Committee 5s 
782 Southern Nigeria. . a 1912 
783 Jamaica - A 1912-1913 
784 British Honduras. 1912 
785 Northern Nigeria. . fe 
786 Malta 1912-1913 
787 Uganda cs 
788 Mauritius .. 1912 
789 Straits Settlements se 
790 Trinidad and Tobago 1912-1913 
791 East Africa Protectorate 55 
792 Grenada ae 1912 
793 Leeward Islands .. 1912-1913 
794 St. Lucia .. ‘a 
795 St. Vincent oe 
796 Bermuda .. 1912 
197 Ceylon : 3 
798 Gibraltar .. 1913 
799 St. Helena - 
800 Turks and Caicos Islands = 
801 Seychelles. . : 5 BS 
802 Ceylon ” 
803 Bermuda .. ‘s4 
804 Weihaiwei.. oe 
805 Gambia .. As 
806 Gold Coast ea 
807 Northern Territories, Gold Coast ae 
808 Sierra Leone : ns 
809 Bahamas .. 1913-1914 
810 Cayman Islands (Jamaica) 1912-1913 
811 Fiji oH ve 1913 
812 ‘Achanti os 
813 Basutoland 1913-1914 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &e. Subject. 

78 Weihaiwei Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey; 1907-8 and 

1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute .. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies .. Preservation of Ancient. 

Monuments, &c. 

85 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 pouther Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon a Mineral Survey. 

88 Imperial Institute a Oilseeds, Oils, &c. * 

89 Southern Nigeria 


Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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(For Report for 1912, see No. 764.) 


THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Stanley, 
5th September, 1914. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to transmit herewith the report on the 
Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1913, which has been prepared 
by Mr. W. J. Roper, Chief Clerk to the Colonial Secretary. 


Thave, &c., 
W. L. Atiarpyce, 
Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, P.C., Sheranier 
&e., &e., &e., 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, 41918 


Downing Street, 8.W. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS 


FOR THE YEAR 1913. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 
General Revenue and Expenditure. 


1. The following comparative statements show the heads of revenue 
and expenditure, with the amounts received and expended under each 
head for the years ended 3lst December, 1912, and 31st December, 
1913 :-— 


Comparative Statement of Revenue. 


Heads. 1912. 1913. — 
£ £ 
Customs, &. .. <i iy 3,580 13,050 
Port and Tonnage Dues... 515 856 
Internal Revenue .. a 4,549 4,541 
Fees of Court, &c. .. aA 1,323 1,586 
Interest A A a 5,931 6,195 
Post Office .. et 3,368 2,692 
Rents .. a es - 2,633 3,229 
Miscellaneous Receipts og 525 136 
Total Ordinary Revénue .. £22,154 £32,285 
Land Sales... wt ee 11,074 9,822 
Stock Ordinance ds 806 822 


Total General Revenue -. £34,036 £42,929 


FALKLAND ISLANDS, 1913. 


5 


The ordinary revenue for the year ended 3lst December, 1913, 


amounted to £32,285, being £10,131 more than in 1912. 


2. Comparative statement of expenditure :— 


Heads. 


Pensions 

The Governor 

Colonial Secretary 
Treasury and Customs 
Audit .. 

Port and Marine 

Legal 

Police and Prisons 
Medical 

Education 

Ecclesiastical .. 
Transport 

Miscellaneous .. 

Post Office 

Colonial Engineer 
Savings Bank 

Currency Note Fund 
Drawbacks and Refunds 
Public Works (Recurrent) .. 


Total Ordinary Expenditure 

Public Works (Extra- 
ordinary .. 

Stock Ordinance 


Total General Expenditure — 


1912. 


1,286 
4,139 
2,491 
1,692 

42 

85 
1,416 


£20,871 


11,655 
981 





£33,507 





635 
1,512 


310 
1,887 





£20,646 


3,965 
627 


£25,238 





The ordinary expenditure for the year ended 31st December, 1913, 
amounted to £20,646, which was less than the ordinary revenue by 
£11,639, and £225 less than the ordinary expenditure for 1912. 


(C85) 
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_ 3. Total Revenue and Expenditure for the years 1912 and 1913*:— 














Revenue. Expenditure. 
Years. 
Heads. Heads. 
; £ £ e | ¢ 
1912 | Ordinary «| 22,155 Ordinary ..| 20,872 
Land Sales ..{ 11,075 Extraordinary | 11,655] 
Stock Ordinance 807 Stock Ordinance 981 
; ——— | 34,037 ——33,508 
1913 Ordinary «.| 82,285 Ordinary ..| 20,646 
Land Sales «+| 9,822 Extraordinary | 3,965) 
Stock Ordinance 822 Stock Ordinance} 627 
—— | 42,929 —— 25,238 




















The average ordinary revenue during the last: five years exceeded 
‘the average ordinary expenditure by £4,640, representing a total 
surplus during that period of £46,835, 


4, The receipts in respect of Import Duties on wine, malt, spirits, 
‘and tobacco amounted to £6,199, or £3,772 more than in 1912, or 
£2,015 more than the average for the last five years. 


5. There were no important changes in taxation during the year 
under review. 
Assets and Inabilities. 


6. At the closing of the accounts on the 31st December, 1913, the 
assets and liabilities of the Colony were as follows :— 
£ 


Assets Lie Re 4 a on 186,647 
Liabilities .. 6 de = es 79,449 


Excess of Assets .. ee -. £107,198 


The following statement shows the surplus of assets at the closing 
of accounts for the last two years* :— 





Account. 1912. 1913. 

£ £ 
Surplus Revenue .. ae —_ 4,701 
Land Sales Fund .. Sh 97,530 100,753 
Live Stock Fund .. Sn 1,548 1,744 
Totals .. .. £99,078 £107,198 











* For the years 1908-to 1911 see the 1912 Report, No. 764. 
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1 The following statement shows the amount invested by the various 
funds in the purchase of stocks at the closing of the accounts for the 
last two years* (cost price) :— 


Fund. 1912. 1913. 
£ £ 
Land Sales a3 Wis 96,837 : 99,992 
Savings Bank... ba 69,016 69,016 
Intestate Estates. . oe _ _ 
Currency Note .. ee 3,750: - 3,750 
Currency Depreciation .. 388 388 
Surplus Account .. ee _ 4,500. 





Total .. .. £169,991 £177,646 


8. The assumed market value of investments held’ on the 31st 
December, 1913, was as follows :— 


Fund. Market Value. 
£ 
Land Sales .. ae hs ee 4A 89,407 
Savings Bank ae S si bi 61,454 
Currency Note 7 Re - Ais 3,308 
Currency Depreciation a i ee 360 
Surplus Account .. ne we ws 4,500 
Total .. wa ee eh £159,029 
Currency, 


9. British gold, silver, and bronze are current. There is, however, 
little gold in circulation. A Government paper currency is established 
under Order of Her late Majesty in Council of the 7th March, 1899. 
Details of the conditions under which notes are issued will be found 
in the Report on the Blue Book for 1910f. 


The denomination, number, and value of the notes in circulation at 
the end of the year 1913 were as follows :— 





Denomination. Number. Value. 
£38 £ 

5 0. ae an 603 Be 3,015 

1 Ia eee Re a 4,372 eA 4,372 

0 5 452 aa 113 

Total ae 5,507 Me £7,500 





* For the years 1908 to 1911 see the 1912 Report, No. 764. 
} Colonial Report (Annual) No. 682, (Cd. 5167-18). 
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IL—TRADE AND INDUSTRIES. 

10. The value of the imports was £239,222* and that of the exports 
£1,460,219}, as against £93,264 and £623,875, respectively, in 1912. 
The following gives the details of the imports :— 

Class. 1912. 1913. 
1. Live Animals, Foods, 















































Drinks, and Narcotics — £ £ 
Aerated Waters .. BA 369 501 
Drugs oe 1,801 219 
Fodder, Corn and Hay As 1,215 2,275 
Fruit and Nescable os 1,061 2,122 
Groceries, &e. a 20,601 31,316 
Live Stock .. oe ae 2,339 4,523 
Malt Liquor .. ie oe 651 2,388 
Spirits Ae 1,316 1,989 
Tobacco, Cigars, &e. Me 691 2,786 
Wine .. 3 574 1,181 

Totals .. .. £30,608 £49,300 
2. Raw Materials :— 

(a) Textile .. ‘ _ aa 

(6) Metals and Minerals :— 

Coal on ea 4,003 58,125 

Other .. oa oy 2,657 3,506 
(c) Others :— 

Timber .. eA a 10,244 42,512 

Totals .. .. £16,904 £104,143 
3. Manufactured Articles : -- 

(a) Textile .. a8 1,463 2,455 
Ships’ Chandlery mis 3,404 8,248 
Haberdashery .. on 9,071 15,135 
Wearing Apparel, &c. 10,706 11,107 

Totals .. .. £24,644 £36,945 

(6) Metals and Minerals :- - 

Hardware, &c. . .. £11,866 £37,764 
(c) Other :— 

Furniture : 2,896 4,490. 

Glass and Earthenware 462 957 

Timber and Balan. 

Material Ee 3,667 5,623. 
Totals .. Re £7,025 £11,070 
Total Manufactured 
Articles - .. .. £43,535 £85,779 
4, Coin and Bullion .. ee £2,000 — 
Grand Totals .. £93,264 £239,222 











* Includes imports to South Georgia, £109, 167. 
- + Includes exports from South Georgia, £443,378. 
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The following figures give the value of the imports for the years 1912 


and 1913, arranged according to the country of origin :— 





Country. 1912. 1913. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom... -. 82,453 152,958 
British Colonies .. es 36 4,351 
Argentina... eee ake oT. 43,482 
Chile .. ve 5,442 1,986 
Uruguay os 7 Re 1,643 1,781 
Other Countries .. me 3,593 34,664 
Totals £93,264 £239,222* 





1912 and 1913 :— 





11. The following figures give the value of the exports for the years 


1913. 





























Country. 1912. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom 378,843 730,994 
British Colonies .. se — _ 
Argentina — 80,552 
Chile .. ; 34,194 37,700 
Norway ft de «» 177,765 414,490 
Other Countrie 33,073 196,483 
Totals £623,875 £1,460,219 
The following gives detail of the exportst :— 
Article. 1912 1913 
Lbs. £ Lbs. £ 
Wool on ..| 4,650,771 | 134,680 | 4,820,553 158,443 
Tallow are 362,880 3,901 | 222 tons. 4,516 
Number. Number. 
Live sheep 5,658 1,313 12,701 5,229 
Sheepskins 73,158 10,826 128,160 17,905 
Hides 871 746 1,042 1,236 
Sealskins oa % 3,109 7,982 226 598 
Seal-oil za o Be —_ _ 4,050 bris. 9,840 
Tons. Tons. 
Whale oil .. a e 26,372 | 439,498 70,686 | 1,206,396 
Whalebone Ley oe 408 13,380 396 11,693 
Bags. Bags. 
Guanoft 5,623 3,030 72,263 34,343 
Cases. Cases. 
Tinned meat ah . 6,963 6,745 5,119 6,470 
Extract of meat .. or 61 702 68 1,700 
Miscellaneous “ce a _— 1,072 —_ 1,850 
* Includes imports to South Georgia, £109,167. 


+ Includes exports from South Georgia, £443,378. 


} Produced from whale carcases. 
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The following gives the total imports and exports for the five years 
1909 to 1913 :— 








Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
1909 .. an ve -. 98,862 216,514 
1910 .. sf 3s +. 94,294 308,930 
1911... of va as 93,913 471,156 
1912 .. i Gs +. 98,264 623,875 
1913 .. a 28 ». 289,222 1,460,219 
£619,555 £3,080,694 
Fisheries. 


12. The following statement shows the result of the whaling industr y 
for the 1912-13 season :— 


























Om. Bong. GuANo. 
Place, |Number Total 
caught. 
Brls, Value. |-Tons. | Value.| Bags.| Value. 
£ £ £ £ 
Falkland 
Islands 200 6,628 26,512) 26,512 
(approx.) 
ei Shet- 
lands & 
Graham's 396 | 11,693) 72,263) 34,343 
Land ..| 5,144 | 198,300 | 793,200 793,200 
§.Orkneys| 621 21,750 | 87,000) 87,000 
§. Georgia | 2,710 | 126,457 | 505,828) 505,828 
Totals..| 8,675 {353,135 [1,412,540) 396 | 11,693) 72,263 34,343 |1,412,540 

















Total value, including whalebone and guano, £1,458,576. 


As the whaling season is from 1st October to 30th September, it is 
not possible to show with accuracy the quantity and value of whale 
oil, etc., taken to 31st December. 


Pastoral Industry. 
13. The Report by the Chief Inspector of Stock for the year 1913 is 
printed as an appendix. 


14. The amount to the credit of the Stock Fund on the 31st December, 
1913, was £1,744, as compared with £1,548 in 1912. The Land Tax 
produced £822 ; the expenditure was £627. 


15. The following gives the number of sheep in the Colony for the 


last five years :— 
1909 ce 2 Bie Sete ae 715,651 
1910 ie i acs he eal 724,736 
1911 es a Se ok i 706,170 
1912 “a Bs sg ens we 711,367 


1913 oe oF a as aie 698,072 
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Of these, 36,986 were canned or boiled down and 15,817 slaughtered 
for consumption in the Colony; a total of 52,803 killed in 1913, as 
against 59,424 killed in 1912. 

The two canning factories are capable of dealing respectively with 
600 and 300 sheep daily. They began work in 1910, employing 100 
men, and produced, in 1913, 5,119 cases, valued at £6,470. Sixty-eight 
cases of extract of meat, valued at £1,700, were also exported. 


Shipping. 


16. The number of sailing vessels entered inwards was 18, with a 
tonnage of 19,021, an increase of 8,197 in tonnage and 6 in number 
as compared with last year. No British sailing vessels were entered, 
although in 1912 vessels sailing under the British flag were responsible 
for 33°3 per cent. of the number and 57°7 per cent. of the tonnage of 
sailing vessels entered. 

17, The number of steamers entered was 141, with a tonnage of 
241,816, an increase of 53 in number and of 54,837 in tonnage. 41°8 
per cent. of the number and 68°5 per cent. of the tonnage was British, 
as against 44°3 per cent. and 76 per cent. respectively in 1912. 

18. The following is a summary of the total shipping for the last 
five years :— 

Vessels Entered. 
























































British. Foreign. 
ees one 
Year Steamers. _ Sailing Vessels. ; Steamers. | Sailing Vessels. 
i 
| ] | 
| No. Tonnage. | No. Tonnage. | No.| Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 
| 
1909 44 | 144,024 | 4 7,202 12 5,652 9 3,625 
1910 87 | 135,505 5 10,089 | 21] 13,616 9 9,010 
1911 38 | 121,711 | 9 | 6,036 26} 20,218 5 6,904 
1912 39 | 142,144 | 4 6,251 49 | 44,835 8 4,573 
1913 59 | 165,681 | — | _— ; 82) 76,135 | 18 19,021 
| i ! 
Vessels Cleared. 
H British. i Foreign. 
‘ ] 
Year. Steamers. | Sailing Vessels. Steamers. | Sailing Vessels. 
i = 
| that | 
No. | Tonnage. ‘No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. | No. j Tonnage. 
i ¢ 
1909 37 | 140,951 | 3 | 5,517 5 1,058 7 3,397 
1910 37 | 135,505 | 4 7,972 8 6,124 8 7,762 
1911 37 | 136,838 | 7 4,892 {| 8] 15,030 3 3,651 
1912 41 | 144,382 | 3 | 6,190 20 | 23,384 7 4,237 
1913 45 | 162,647 — _ 70 | 39,067 | 16; 17,498 
| : 
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19. Stanley is a port of registry, and at the close of the year there 
were six vessels on the register, with a total tonnage of 465 tons. 


Shipping Casualties. 


20, A noteworthy fact in the shipping history of the Falkland 
Islands is. the very considerable decrease in late years of the number of 
ships putting in for repairs. The only casualty of consequence during 
the year was that occurring to the “ Lady Elizabeth,” an iron sailing 
vessel of 1,155 tons with a cargo of lumber from Vancouver. On the 
13th March the vessel heavily struck a rock off Volunteer Point, East 
Falkland, seriously damaging her bottom. No lives were lost, but the 
vessel was rendered unseaworthy and is now used as a storage hulk in 
Stanley Harbour. 





IIl.—LEGISLATION. 


21. Eight Ordinances were passed, of which the following were of 
most interest :— 


Ordinance No. 1.—Amending the law with regard to the preser- 
vation of wild animals and birds in the Falkland Islands and 
Dependencies. 


Ordinance No. 3.—Giving effect in the Colony to the measures 
decided upon at the International Opium Convention signed at The 
Hague on the 23rd January, 1912, and regulating the importation 
and storage of opium, morphine, cocaine and similar drugs. 


, Ordinance No. 5.—Amending the Tariff Ordinance, 1900, to define 
the strength of spirits by Sykes’s hydrometer. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


22. There are two schools in Stanley, the Government School and 
one controlled by the local Roman Catholic authorities. The Govern- 
ment School is undenominational, and both schools are purely secular 
in their instruction. The school age is the same as in England. In 
the Government School reading, writing, arithmetic, history, geo- 
graphy, grammar, drawing, singing, sewing, and physical drill all 
receive due attention and, as a whole, very fair work is done. Nature 
study is also taken, and two medals are presented each year for hygiene 
by His Excellency the Governor. During 1913 two medals were 
presented by the Administrator (Captain J. Quayle Dickson) to the 
boy and girl who, in the opinion of the scholars, held the best record 
for truthfulness in the school. 
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In the country districts the task of educating the children is some- 
what a hard one, owing to the long distances between the houses. 
There is a small school at Darwin, in the Falkland Islands Company’s 
camp, and besides this school the company employs two travelling 
schoolmasters. The Government employs five such schoolmasters, 
two on the East and three on the West Falkland. Hach teacher has 
his own “ beat,” and he must spend a certain period at each house of 
call before passing on to the next. While this arrangement is not 
altogether satisfactory, it is the best which local conditions render 
practicable and, under the adverse circumstances, a surprising amount 
of progress is made. 


During the year £955 was expended on education and £120 received 
as fees in the Government School. 


23. The number of children being educated in the Colony during 
i year was 431, as against 426 for 1912, and they are classified as 
‘ollows :— 





Boys. | Girls. Totals. 





1912| 1913) 1912} 1913/ 1912/1913 





Government School, Stanley pe 92 88 73 68 | 165 | 156 
Roman Catholic, Stanley .. --| 86] 30! 54/ 75} 9C] 105 
Taught privately, West Falkland .. 5 Bh a: 7} 12] 12 
Three Government Schoolmasters, | 

West Falkland oes am -.| 26 22; 27.) 23 53 45 
Taught privately, East Falkland .. 5 6 1; 38 6 9 


Two Government Schoolmasters, | 
East Falkland an as ..[| 24] 27], 21) 25] 45] 52 
Falkland Islands Company’s Camps 5 5 5 5} 10 10 
Two Camp Schoolmasters ..[| 221 22] 20} 20] 42} 42 
Other :— 
Taught privately a6 a 1} —/} 2] — 3; — 


216 | 205 | 210 | 226 | 426 | 431 


























The average attendances in the Stanley schools were :—Boys, 87°3 
per cent.; girls, 83°8 per cent. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Victoria Cottage Home, 


24. This small institution has been very useful during the year ; 
twenty-three patients were admitted and given treatment. 

It is hoped that the King Edward VII. Memorial Hospital may be 
completed and ready for occupation in the near future. 
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Savings Bank. 


25. During the year ended 30th September, 1913, 68 accounts were 
opened and 67 closed, leaving a total number of 495 depositors, with 
balances amounting in the aggregate to £70,401, or an average of £142 
to the credit of each account. This represents £31 per head of the 


population of the Falklands (2,298). 


The income earned by the bank was £2,322, and the expenses 
(interest on deposits and expenses of audit) £1,733, leaving a profit of 


£593. 





VI.—JUDICIAL. 


26. The following table summarises the criminal statistics for the 





years 1912 and 1913* :— 











1912 1913 
Number of offences reported to the police 67 45 
Number of summary convictions :— 
1. For offences against the person .. 5 4 
2. For offences against property 2 pea 
3. For other offences ae Ba 33 37 
Number of Supreme Court convictions :— 
1. For offences against the person . . 1 = 
2. For offences against property one = 
3. For other offences A 1 rs 
Number of acquitals :— 
’ 1. Inferior Court 27 4 
2. Supreme Court 2 = 


1 





* For the years 1908 to 1911 see the 1912 Report, No. 764. 





VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


27. The following are the vital statistics for the year :— 
Births. Deaths. Marriages. 
1 10 


Stanley .. <e bs 35 2 

Darwin and E. Falkland 
Camps .. ts oe 5 _ 
West Falklands 8 i 
South Georgia 1 4 
Totals .. 49° 23 


10 


Birth rate per 1,000, 15-20; death rate 7-13. Total estimated 
population on 31st December, 1913, 3,223 ; of this total 2,328 are males 
and 895 females. The estimated population of South Georgia, which 


is included in the above figures, is 1,010. 
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Health. 


28. The general health of the Colony continues to be good, and no 
epidemic of consequence occurred during the year. Asthma may 
be said to be the most common complaint. 


The respective birth rates for the East and West Falkland during 
the last two years are as follows :— 


Births per 1,000 1912. 1913. 
East Falkland 31:09 23°10 
West Falkland 13-55 11:97 

Deaths per 1,000. 

East Falkland .. .. 13°63 730 
West Falkland .. .. 750 10:48 


The decline in the birth rate.is attributed to the growing tendency 
of the sheep farmers to employ single men rather than married ones. 


Dental. The Colonial Dentist reports that the consistency of the 
teeth of the native born Falkland Islander is undoubtedly soft and 
that the enamel may be said to be “ chalky ” in character. 


A dental clinic has been started in the Government School and during 
the year 142 children were examined. 


Rainfall. 


29. The total rainfall registered at Stanley during 1913 was 26:08 
inches. Its distribution throughout the year is shown in the following 
table, which has been compiled from the records taken at Government 
House :— 1 

Latitude 51° 41’ 15”. Longitude 57° 51’ 15”. 


[ 











Number of 
Rainfall Date of days on 
Month. in Maximum which 
Inches. in Inches. | rain fell. 
January 175 °31 23rd 16 
February 1:75 “47 { aad 16 
March 451 ‘17 3rd 22 
April 2°68 °38 9th 17 
May 2:33 49 28th 21 
June 2°41 45 28th 26 
July 14300 |) +41 13th 19 
August 2°23 *38 8th 16 
Ist 
September .. “59 os{ 1015} 12 
19th 
October $ 1:28 ‘47 6th 19 
November .. 2°52 “70 26th 15 
December .. 2°60 ‘87 31st 15 
Total .. 26°08 _ 214 
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The following is a summary of meteorological observations taken at 
King Edward Cove, South Georgia, during 1913, and kindly supplied 
by the Argentine Government Station :— 

Latitude 54° 18’ south. Longitude 36° 27’ west. 
Total Ammer of Prevail- Number 
Month. Rain- on on ing of calm 
fall, | Whichrain) = wind. days. 
fell. 

a Inches. | ‘ 

January .. .., 4091 | = 18 N. Nil. 
February .. ++] 4886 21 Ww. 1 
March a oe 8-972 21 Ww. Nil. 
‘April felt 85838 17 N. 2 
May we «| 13058 26 N.W. 3 
June ais +-{ 6913 20 W. & N.W. 2 
July.. on an 4-810 19 Ww. 2 
August “is ms 3-654 ll Ss. W. 2 
September .. 6 2-948 22 N.W. 1 
October .. Se 1-326 15 N.W. 1 
November .. «| 5184 16 N.W. ae § 
December... se 3-118 11 N.W. Nil. 

Totals. .. »+| 62°798 217 _ 15 

VIII—POSTAL SERVICE, &c. 

30. The revenue of the Post Office was £2,692, or £677 less than in 

1912. The expenditure, including a subsidy. of £2,500 for the -con- 


veyance of mails beyond the Colony, was £3,776, as against £4,140 in 
1912. 

The Pacific Steam Navigation Company’s steamers call at Stanley 
on their voyage out to Callao, and on their return voyage a fortnight 
later, thus making a four-weekly communication by letter with 
England. 

The Falkland Islands are within the Postal Union as to rates of 
postage. 

Money orders to the value of £9,971 on the United Kingdom and 
£380 on other places were issued during the year. 

The total number of postal packages (letters, etc.) dealt with during 
the year was 153,580. 

Mails between South Georgia and Europe travel via Buenos Aires. 
The distance between the latter port and South Georgia is about 1,500 
miles, and occupies seven to eight days. 





IX.—FALKLAND ISLANDS VOLUNTEERS. 


31. Captain Watt resigned the command of the volunteers in 
September and all drills were suspended until the end of the year, 
during which time the reorganisation of the corps was under con- 
sideration. 
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X.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


32. The construction of the Stanley Town Hall proceeded steadily 
during the year and by 31st December all the roof supports had been 
placed in position. Extensive alterations and additions were made 
to the police cottages, which are now in a good state of sanitationand 
repair. Consulting rooms were erected for the use of the Colonial 
Dentist. New roads were constructed to the peat banks to the south 
of the town; the nature of the ground rendered this work both 
lengthy and expensive. 


W. S. Ropzr, 


for Colonial Secretary. 





APPENDIX. 


CHIEF INSPECTOR OF STOCK’S REPORT FOR THE SEASON 
1913-1914. 


Stock Department, 


Stanley, 29th August, 1914. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to submit herewith the report of this department 
for the season 1913-1914. 
Previous reports have been drawn up to the end of December in each 
year, but for many reasons this system was unsatisfactory, for parts of 
two separate seasons were thereby included instead of one entire season. 


Sheep. 


2. The general health of the flocks is extremely satisfactory. To 
some extent this is due to the enforcement of stringent importation 
regulations. Lice are at present our worst enemy among sheep, but I 
have great hopes of seeing the Colony free from this pest within the next 
few years. Many of the farmers apparently did not realize the extent 
to which their stock and wool were damaged by this parasite, dipping 
and gathering being carried on in a more or less careless manner, and it 
is suspected that in some cases attempts were being made to conceal. 
infection. The result is that it has become necessary to enforce Section 16 
of the Stock Ordinance, which gives the owner of infected sheep twelve 
months to clean his flock, under a penalty of a fine. Once again I should 
like to remind stock owners that they will find a poisonous powder dip 
far more effectual and reliable than the non-poisonous preparations, and 
also that two dippings at least are absolutely necessary if good and lasting 
results are to be expected. On some stations this important work has 
been carried on in a desultory manner, sheep being hurried through the 
trough, many without total immersion, apparently the one object in’ view 
being speed, thoroughness being quite a secondary consideration. 
It appears that some of the stock owners do not realise that the majority 
of the dips at present on the market are sold specifying to kill parasites 
within a stated time of immersion and when the dip is at a certain strength. 
Few profess to be effectual with a thirty seconds swim which leaves parts 
of the sheep quite untouched by the fluid, yet it is a fact that quite a 
number of sheep are hurried through the trough in a few seconds, whilst 
the strength of the preparation is the same as, or more often less than, 
is recommended for a thorough dipping, with an immersion of three times 
as long as that actually given. The result is obvious. 
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Specific Ophthalmia. 


3. A disease known as specific ophthalmia, one of the chief symptoms 
of which was temporary blindness, showed itself on the East Falklands 
during the late summer and autumn, but with no serious results, the 
mortality being practically nil, and the disease disappearing with the 
advent of the wet weather. Specific ophthalmia is not contagious as 
has been thought, and is always liable to be seen after a spell of dry weather, 
but the results are not in any way serious. . 


Lambing. 


4, The lambing percentage was slightly lower than that of last year, 
being 67°34 per cent., as compared with 68°82 per cent. for the year 1912. 
The lambs on the whole improve yearly and on some farms are of a very 
good type. In some stud flocks there are ram lambs which would com- 
pare very favourably with many young rams I have seen imported into 
the Colony. 


Statistics. 


5. It is gratifying to note that the death rate has been reduced from 
12 per cent. in 1912 to 11 per cent. this season. Many stations have 
reduced their death rate considerably by judicious ditching, culling and 
stocking. On the East Falklands there was some mortality among the 
ewes at lambing and shearing times. The clip during the season was 
somewhat lighter than in the previous year, probably due to some extent 
to the exceptionally dry spring and summer. The price of all exports 
from the farm remained high, wool making as much as ls. 2d. per pound. 
As predicted in my last report, the price of sheep has risen considerably 
and there is every prospect of a further good demand for sheep of good 
weight and quality during the coming season. The annual returns for 
1914 show the number of sheep in the Colony to be 698,072, or 4,789 less 
than in the previous year. The number is now less than it has been for 
the last five years. This reduction may be accounted for by the large 
number of sheep exported. 


Cattle. 


6. A number of cattle were subjected to the tuberculin test, but in no 
single case was there a reaction. Examination of the mammary glands 
or udders of a large number of milk cows revealed less than 2 per cent. 
of suspected cases of tuberculosis, whilst no cases of this disease were 
seen after death in animals slaughtered either for food or other purposes. 
Tuberculosis in the sheep may be said to be practically non-existent. 
The conclusions which may be drawn from the above remarks are highly 
satisfactory to the Colony. About 1,000 head of cattle were canned 
during the season at the Goose Green Works. This is the first time that 
cattle have been utilised for this purpose in the Colony, and every 
encouragement should be given to the industry. 


Horses, 


7. The total number in the Colony is 3,528, a slight increase on previous 
returns. The general health of the horses has been extremely good 
during the season. The percentage of foals is considerably above that 
of last year, being 61°89 per cent. compared with 48-52 per cent. 


Cultivation. 


8. Much progress has been made in this respect during the last few. 
years, the weather last season being especially favourable for good crops. 
Hay crops were particularly heavy and well saved, and probably sufficient 
hay is now grown in the Colony to supply its own needs. 
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Lucerne, or alfalfa, was tried on a small scale as an experiment, but 
beyond establishing itself fairly well in the ground did not give good 
results. Good crops of oaten hay were raised on the East and West 
Falklands, some attaining a height of over four feet. Green oat hay is 
a highly nutritious food for either horses or cattle, but should be given 
chopped. New hay is known to be unsuitable for feeding purposes, 
being liable to set up severe abdominal and skin troubles. Farmers 
would therefore be well advised not to cut their stack for at least six 
months if they can possibly avoid doing so. g 


Imports. 


9. The number of live stock imported was slightly in excess of that of 
the previous year. The rams on the whole were of a much better quality 
and type than many of.the shipments of foregoing seasons. I am informed 
by the Pacific Steam Navigation Company’s agent that arrangements 
have been made for a cargo boat to leave England in October in each 
year. This, being after the Ashford sales, will be a great convenience to im- 
porters of stock; the inconvenience and expense of transhipping at 
Monte Video will be avoided and the risk of introducing disease into the 
Colony considerably reduced. During the season the Department received 
notices of intending importations of nearly 500 horses, which were to 
arrive at various Ports of Entry. Out of this number only 116 duly 
arrived, the majority of these reaching the Colony months after the date 
specified on the nolices received. Since it was very inconvenient and 
almost impossible to arrange to meet these shipments for the purpose of 
examination, it was found necessary to enforce new importation regu- 
lations whereby all live stock must come through Port Stanley, except . 
when special permission to do otherwise is granted. Since the introduction 
of the above regulations, it has been deemed advisable, owing to the risk 
of introducing contagious disease into the Colony, to issue a. Proclamation 
prohibiting the importation of all live stock from South America. Prob- 
ably there are some stock owners who may think this order unnecessarily 
severe, but I can assure them that what has been done is entirely in their 
own interest, for should the disease, from which the Government is doing 
its utmost to keep the Colony free, once get established here, many farms 
would be badly crippled in consequence, if not altogether ruined. 


Quarantine Station. 


10. All imported sheep are dipped and quarantined for thirty days as 
usual. A new dip was found to be necessary and has been erected, and 
at an early date it is hoped to put the station in thorough repair and in 
a more hygienic condition. 


Exports. 


11. Over 38,000 live sheep were exported to South America during 
theseason. This is the largest number yet exported from the Falklands, 
but in all probability will be exceeded next year, for it is possible that 
in the near future negotiations will be entered into with certain companies 
in South Amcrica for exporting sheep of a suitable weight in a frozen 
condition. All the stock exported was free from disease and of good 
quality. Some discontent arose among the farmers about the prices 
offered ; it appears that in some cases as much as 12s. per head was offered 
for 60 lb. wethers, while other farmers were offered three or four shillings 
less per head for sheep of the same weight. In a colony of this size it 
seems a pity that a standard price cannot be arranged for sheep of a uniform 
weight. Until something in this way is done I feel sure there will always 
be a certain amount of discontent which will not be beneficial to either 
buyer or seller. The general opinion amongst farmers is that next year 
a sheep of 60 lbs. will not be sold for less than 10s. 
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Geese. 


12. Certain farmers on the West Falklands petitioned the Government 
asking that the payment for geese beaks be continued. The request 
was considered by the Governor in Council, the communication in reply 
being in the negative. Some of the farmers on the West Island now 
pay 10s. per 100 for beaks obtained on their own stations. The purchase 
of turkey, carrancho, and rook beaks is still continued. 

T have, &e., 
H. W. Townson, M.R.C.V.S., Lond., 


Chief Inspector of Stock. 


COMPARATIVE TABLE OF RETURNS. 


1913 1914 
Rams or i ae 8,720 a oe 8,857 
Wethers .. om ++ 205,766 ay +» 192,489 
Breeding Ewes ao .. 263,217 eA -. 267,010 
Other Ewes es ae 61,040 ae one 70,893 
Lambs, Male ae is 78,048 ae ae 73,981 
Lambs, Female .. ay 86,068 Ae a. 84,842 
Lambs, total waif +. 165,116 ieee -» 158,823 
Sheep, total te «+ 702,859 oo -. 698,072 
Boiled down Be os 8116 .. 5,963 
Canned ai Be le 28,870 a oe 17,276 
Horses and Mares a 2,792 Ae oe 2,942 
Brood Mares ais are 373. ae 349 
Foals a ai ate 181 AS, nd 216 
Stallions .. a as a ne 21 
Cattle ae shy a 8,491 oe ees 7,821 
Swine Pe bie ae 59 oi oO 64 
Imports. 
1912-1913 1913-1914 
Horses Se oo . 102) sak oe 116 
Bull a ans Se — .. sa 1 
Rams ae aa ne 3300 a 35. 
Exports. 
Sheep os “ee 4 12,701 aay ee 38,124 


Cattle Se ie oe _— |. iy, 15 
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The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page : 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &e. Year. 
TIT Swaziland. . ais ie EES b3 ne 1912-1913 
778 Imperial Institute oh oe te chs oe 1912 
779 Barbados .. er Me te a se -» 1912-1913 


780 British Guiana... 
781 Entomological Research Committee 


” 


782 Southern Nigeria. . i ee oe os a 1912 
783 Jamaica .. 4 os ae oe .» 1912-1913 
784 British Honduras A ie ; i a 1912 
785 Northern Nigeria ? a ae ate oy 3 

786 Malta Pe ae ba a8 te af «» 1912-1913 
7187 Uganda oA See eee 4 Bie Ais 35 

788 Mauritius .. Bes ae fe ts aS 1912 
789 Straits Settlements : Me a ie oe a“ 

790 Trinidad and Tobago .. xe or iz +. 1912-1913 
791 East Africa Protectorate fe sie Ms te as 

792 Grenada .. mn ae ie Bee pee a 1912 
793 Leeward Islands .. a4 we iy ve .. 1912-1913 
194 St. Lucia .. os aS ss 

795 St. Vincent A -. ae oe i 25 ae 

796 Bermuda .. os a ye as as a 1912 
197 Ceylon... a es 3 a8 3 Wee > 

798 Gibraltar .. is a ae a 8 ae 1913 


799 St. Helena 

800 Turks and Caicos Islands 

801 Seychelles. . a ae 

802 Ceylon 

803 Bermuda .. 

804 Weihaiwei 

805 Gambia .. 

806 Gold Coast 

807 Northern Territories, Gold Coast 
808 Sierra Leone 





809 Bahamas . ahi ie ne .. 1913-1914 
810 Cayman Islands (Jamaica) wa ae ae -» 1912-1913 
811 Fiji ne os oe ane age is oa 1913 
812 ‘Ashanti = rhe ie as a ave a 
813 Basutoland as a or ne wa .. 1913-1914 
814 Hong Kong 3 ie re Eas a 1913 
815 Bechnanaland Protectorate .. se ese .. ° 1913-1914 
816 Imperial Institute at o ae 1913 
MI SCBLLAN NEOUS. 

No. Colony, &c. Subject. 

78 Weihaiwei_.. NA oe -» Census, 1911. 

719 Northern Nigeria .. = .. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 

i 1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland .. et Pe .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria .. ae .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute .. a .. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
83 Southern Nigeria .. ue .. Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies .. 7 BS .. Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 

85 Southern Nigeria .. oe .. Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southern Nigeria .. os .. Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon . . .. Mineral Survey. 

88 Imperial Institute 2M Be .. Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 


89 Southern Nigeria .. “ee .. Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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